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TWEiNTY-FIRST  REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTORS  OF 
PRISONS. 


IL—NORTHERN  AND  EASTERN  DISTRICT. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  SIR  GEORQE  GREY,  BART., 

SECRETARY  OF  STATE  FOR  THE  HOME 

DEPARTMENT. 
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Of  these  schools  foui*  are  under  the  superintendence  and 
management  of  the  benevolent  gentlemen  on  whose  property 
they  are  situated,  and  one  (the  West  Riding  Refuge  for  Fe- 
males) is  under  tho  able  management  of  Mrs.  Bailey,  to  whom 
the  institution  is  mainly  indebted  for  its  existence,  and  who, 
though  residing  some  distance  from  Wakefield,  has  attended 
constantly  for  the  last  eight  years  to  exercise  a  general  super- 
intendance  and  to  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  establish- 
ment. The  other  four  are  managed  each  by  a  committee 
selected  from  those  of  the  subscribers  who  are  best  informed 
on  the  subject,  and  are  most  likely  to  take  an  active  interest 
in  the  suocess  of  such  institutions. 

Reformatory  schools  have  been  so  short  a  time  in  operation 
that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  speak  with  certainty  of  the 
results  to  be  expected  from  them,  but  I  would  express  an 
opinion,  that  any  measure  which  would  alter  the  principle  on 
which  they  are  at  present  conducted,  viz.,  that  of  private  ma- 
nagement with  pecuniary  aid  and  the  right  of  inspection  by 
Government,  would  seriously  endanger  their  useftdness.  If 
placed  under  more  formal  superintendance  and  management, 
they  would,  I  fear,  be  looked  upon  as  prisons,  rather  than 
schools  for  moral  and  industrial  training,  and  the  object  of  the 
Act  "  for  the  better  Care  and  Reformation  of  Youthftd  Offen- 
ders/' would  in  a  great  measure  be  defeated. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

HERBERT  P.  VOULES, 
Inspector  of  Prisons; 
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8  Repoi'ta  on  separate  P'i^ieoiis. 

The  usiial  weekly  and  daily  services  are  performed  by  the 
Chaplain ;  he  also  superintends  the  school,  and  visits  in  their 
cells  the  prisoners  in  separate  confinement. 

The  Chaplain  states, — 

"  The  progress  made  varies  considerably,  according  to  the  capacity 
*'  and  disposition  of  the  prisoners ;  but  upon  the  whole  it  is  as  great, 
**  perhaps,  as  can  be  expected. " 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  generally  is  represented  to  be 
good.  The  number  of  punishments  was  29,  (20  prisoners 
were  punished  once^  one  prisoner  twice,  one  three  times,  and 
one  four  tirties,) 

lliere  was  no  case  of  corporal  punishment. 

The  labour  on  the  treadwheel  was  discontinued  at  the 
time  of  my  visit ;  the  number  of  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard 
labour  being  insufficient  for  the  work.  Some  few  prisoners 
were  employed  picking  oakum,  and  in  making  and  repairing 
the  prison  dothes  ;  but  tliere  was  no  other  employment  The 
estimated  value  of  their  work  was  701.  1 4:s.  Sd. 

One  prisoner  made  a  general  complaint  sa  to  his  treatment, 
but  it  proved  to  be  without  foundation ;  he  also  stated  that 
the  schoolmaster  and  one  of  the  warders  had  each  employed 
a  prisoner,  who  was  a  watchmaker  by  trade,  to  repair  a  clock 
or  watch.  On  inquiry  I  found  that  both  these  officers  had 
employed  a  prisoner,  one  to  examine,  the  other  to  repair  his 
watch  ;  they  were  reprimanded,  and  admonished  to  be  more 
careful  in  the  observance  of  the  rules  in  future  ;  the  prisoner 
who  made  the  complaint  was  one  of  the  worst  charactiers  in 
the  prison. 

The  Surgeon  states  that  the  cells  which  have  been  certified 
for  separate  confinement,  for  periods  not  exceeding  one  month, 
are  well  ventilated  and  healthy. 

No  prisoner  confined  in  these  cells  had  been  under  medical 
treatment  during  the  year.  The  deterring  effect  of  separate 
confinement  is  equally  favourable,  as  shown  in  the  following 
return  of  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  in  each  year 
since  1851,  when  the  separate  system  was  first  partially  in- 
troduced into  this  prison. 

Daily  average 
Year.  Dumber. 

1851  .      -      -    -  104 

1852  •     -     .      -   95 

1853  -      -     -    .   72 

1854  .     .      -     -   59 

1855  -     -     -    -   38 

Other  causes,  such  as  "  Emigration,"  '*  Full  Employment," 
and  the  establieJiment  of  a  rural  Police  in  the  coimty,  may  no 
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Noi*iherji  and  Eastern  Distrid,  ^Cambridgeehire,        9 

doubt  hare  had  some  influence  on  the  number  of  committals ; 
but  there  is  certainly  nothing  in  the  discipline  of  this  prison, 
except  it  is  the  individual  separation  of  prisoners,  to  deter 
them  from  crime. 


CAMBRIDGE  BOROUGH  GAOL. 

[Inspected  23d  August  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection : — 

Males.        Females.  Total. 

Criminals  •  -       22  11  33 

Debtors        -        -  -        4  —  4 

Total  -  .     37 


There  were  a  great  number  of  servants  for  trial  for  robbing 
their  employers,  amongst  them  an  errand-boy,  for  robbing  his 
master  fa  bookseller).  The  elder  brother  of  the  boy  (a  tran- 
SDort  at  larere  with  a  ticket  of   leave^l   beiner   charered  with 
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10  Reports  on  separate  Friaons, 

I  extract  the  following  observations  on  each  case  from  the 
Governor's  Journal: — 

"  July  3l8t.— W.  v.,  a  foreigner,  who  was  convicted  of  larceny  at 
the  October  Sessions  1853,  and  sentenced  to  two  years*  imprisonment, 
was  this  day  discharged  by  order  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary 
of  State,  in  consequence  of  representations  made  to  the  Home  Office 
by  the  Visiting  Justices  as  to  the  impaired  state  of  his  health. 

**  November  25th. — J.  3.,  aged  55,  committed  on  the  20th  instant 
under  the  Vagrant  Act,  was  found  dead  in  his  cell  this  morning. 
On  his  admission  he  was  found  to  be  in  the  most  filthy  state  from 
dirt  and  disease,  and  more  emaciated  than  I  remember  to  have 
seen  any  prisoner  ever  hrought  here.  A  Coroner*8  Inquisition  was 
holden  on  the  same  evening,  when  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
*  Died  by  the  Visitation  of  God.'  The  deceased  appeared  to  be  a 
native  of  Grermany,  and  to  have  been  in  England  about  1 2  months.** 

The  usual  weekly  and  daily  services  are  performed  by  the 
chaplain ;  he  also  visits  the  male  prisoners  in  their  cells  twice 
a  week,  and,  assisted  by  one  of  the  turnkeys,  instructs  them 
collectively  twice  a  week.  The  female  prisoners  are  visited 
once  a  week,  when  the  chaplain  delivers  a  lecture  on  the  Scrip- 
tures. They  are  instructed  by  the  schoolmistress  daily  in 
reading,  writing,  &c. 

The  chaplain  states : — 

<'  Generally  the  prisoners  appear  to  take  more  interest  in  secular 
than  religious  subjects.  Upon  the  whole  the  progress  made  is  as 
satisfactory  as  could  be  expected.** 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was : — 

Male  prisoners  -  -  -  -      6 

Females  -  -  -  -  -     12 

Total  -  -     18 


The  females  punished  were  most  of  them  piisoners  com- 
mitted for  misconduct  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  who  were 
calling  to  each  other  at  night  from  cell  to  cell.  There  has 
been  no  case  of  serious  misconduct. 

No  additional  employment  has  been  introduced  since  tlie 
last  report.  The  clear  profit  on  work  done  for  sale  was 
34i.  3s.  2d.  The  estimated  value  of  work  done  for  the  prison 
was  801. 

The  books  and  accounts  are  properly  kept ;  the  provisions 
and  stores  supplied  by  contract.  The  net  cost  per  prisoner 
last  yeai'  was  21/.  Oe.  9d. 
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Northern  and  SaMem  District.— Oamhridgeihire,      11 

SPINNING  UOU»E. 

[Inspected  2dd  Angiut  1855.] 

I  found  the  buildings  in  good  order  and  repair,  and  very- 
clean  ;  but  there  were  no  prisoners  in  confinement  at  the  time 
of  my  visit. 

Mrs.  Johnson,  the  newly-appointed  matron,  was  formerly 
matron  in  the  gaol  at  Durham.  She  appears  to  be  a  very 
active  and  intdhgent  person,  and  well  qualified  for  the  office. 


nuLs  or  axiT. 

ELY  HOUSE  OF  CORBBCTION. 
[Inspected  18th  Aagost  1855.] 


Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection : — 

Males  -  -  .  .  -21 

Females  •  -  -  -      2 

Total       -        -    23 


The  daily  average  number  was  18. 

The  number  committed  during  the  year  was : — 

Males  -  .  .  .  -93 

Females  -  -  -  -  -      22 

Total      *        .    115 

allowing  a  decreaae  of  39  males  and  13  females  compared  with 
thepreceding  year. 

The  buildings  were  in  good  repair.  Two  prisoners  were 
employed  at  the  time  of  my  visit  lowering  one  of  the  division 
walls,  which  appeared  to  afford  facilities  for  reaching  the  top 
of  the  boundary  wall.  Two  open  privies  in  the  Airing  Yards 
were  about  to  be  immediately  removed,  in  consequence  of  a 
representation  made  by  the  Board  of  Health.  There  has  been 
no  other  alteration  in  the  prison  since  the  last  inspection. 

The  clothing  and  bedding  were  in  good  condition,  and  the 
provisions  of  good  quality.  The  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  4c?. 
per  head. 

The  prisoners  made  no  complaints.  There  has  been  no  case  of 
serious  illness  during  the  year.     The  surgeon  states, — 


12  jBgxw'fe  On  fiepamte  Pris&ne. 

**  The  prisoners  generally  improve  in  hetUth,  and  long-sentenced 
prisoners  gain  in  weight.'* 

The  prison  is  well  drained  and  ventilated. 

The  warders  continue  to  give  instruction  to  the  prisoners 
in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  under  the  direction  of  the 
chaplain^  from  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours  daily.  The 
progress  made  by  the  prisoners  is  satisfactory. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  is  represented  to  be 
"  good/    The  number  of  punishments  waa, — 

Male  prisoners  -  -  -  -        2^ 

Females  -  -  -  .        -  2 

Total    -    -        27 


One  prisoner  was  whipped  by  order  of  the  visiting  Justices 
for  wilfully  and  repeatedly  destroying  the  prison  clothing. 

No  addition  has  been  made  to  the  means  of  employment  for 
prisoners.  Mat-making  is  still  carried  on ;  but,  as  the  profit 
during  the  year  was  only  21.  17s.  2d.,  I  fear  the  prisoners  are 
not  kept  fully  employed.  The  estimated  value  of  work  done 
for  the  prison  was  44i.  12«. 

The  prisoners  made  no  complaint.  They  were  still  without 
any  light  in  their  cells  during  the  winter  months. 

The  journals  and  registers  were  entered  up  to  the  day  of 
my  visit ;  the  accounts  are  properly  kept ;  the  provisions  and 
stores  supplied  by  contract.  The  net  cost  per  prisoner,  exclusive 
of  any  charge  for  rent  or  repairs,  was  23^.  158.  6d 


WISBEACH  HOUSE  OF  CORUECTION. 
[Fnspected  9tli  July  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  in  confinement : — 

Males  -  -  -  -  -      22 

Females  -  -  .  .  -        6 

Total        .  .  -28 


The  daily  average  number  was  26. 

The  number  committed  was  229  ;  twenty  below  that  of  the 
preceding  year. 

The  prisoners  made  no  complaints. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  prison  since  the  last 
inspection. 

The  gas  pipes  have  not  yet  been  extended  to  the  cells,  but 
the  question  has  again  been  brought  under  the  consideration  of 
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the  Magistrates  ia  Quarter  Sessions,  and  it  has  now  been 
determined  that  the  cells  shall  be  lighted  with  gas  during  the 
winter  months. 

Tlie  prison  was  clean  and  in  good  order  throughout ;  the 
provisions  were  of  good  quality.  The  daily  cost  of  the  food 
was  4Jci  per  head. 

The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  is  represented  to  be 
"tolerably  good."  Three  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 
A  pardon  on  medical  grounds  was  granted  to  one  prisoner,  but 
he  died  before  the  pardon  was  received. 

The  Chaplain  was  absent  on  leave :  the  usual  services  on 
Simday  were  performed  by  a  neighbouring  clergyman  during 
his  absence^  and  the  daily  prayers  in  the  chapel  were  read  by 
the  Governor.  The  Governor  also  continues  to  instruct  the 
prisoners  in  school :  they  make  great  progress,  considering  the 
short  periods  for  which  many  of  them  are  under  instruction. 

'J^lie  number  of  punishments  was  : — 

Male  prisoners 132 

Females         -.^-  .-  -5 

Total  -  -  -     137 


One  prisoner  effected  his  escape  through  the  carelessness  ot 
the  warder  who  had  charge  of  him,  but  he  was  re-captured. 

Sack-making  has  been  introduced ;  but  some  prisoners  are 
still  employed  "sorting  oats."  The  clothes  and  shoes  are 
made  and  repaired  in  the  prison,  and  the  ordinary  repairs 
of  the  prisons  are  also  done  by  the  prisoners.  The  clear  profit 
on  work  done  for  sale  was  14i.  6«.  2ci.;  the  estimated  value  of 
Tivork  done  for  the  prison  was  ISl.  18«. 

The  provisions  and  stores  are  supplied  by  contract.    The  net 
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14  Report8.(yn  Bepamte  Prwone, 

Daily  average  number  : — 

Criminals  -----     124 

Debtors  -  -  -  -       j3 

Committed  during  tbe  year :  — 

Male.  Female.  TotaL 

Criminals        -            .          -      334  65  400 

Debtors         -            -            -        73  3  76 

Fihowing  an  increase  of  35  male  criminals,  and  a  decreafie  botb 
in  tbe  number  of  females  and  debtors. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  buildings  or  in  the 
discipline  of  the  prison  since  the  last  inspection. 

One  death  occurred  during  the  year.  There  were  only  two 
prisoners  in  the  hospital  at  the  time  of  my  visit, — one  a  debtor^ 
who  was  an  old  soldier  and  a  cripple  :  he  had  become  bail  for 
his  brother,  who  did  not  surrender  to  take  his  trial ;  the 
priscmer  (who  had  in  the  mean  time  become  a  cri^le  and 
bedridden  from  rheumatism)  was  arrested  for  the  amount  of 
his  recognisance,  which  he  was  unable,  under  his  altered 
circumstances,  to  pay. 

The  Chaplain  was  absent,  and  the  Magistrates  had  under 
their  consideration  the  subject  of  his  retirement  from  his 
office.  The  schoolmaster  instructs  the  prisoners  in  classes 
daily ;  he  speaks  favourably  of  their  progresa  There  is  a  good 
and  sufficient  library,  and  the  books  are  much  read  by  the 
prisoners. 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was : — 

Males    -  -  -  -  -  .     380 

Females        -  -  -  -  .        7 

Total        -  -  -387 


The  offences  were  chiefly  "  neglect  of  work,"  *'  talking  when 
*'  at  exercise."     There  was  no  case  of  serious  misconduct. 

The  prisoners  were  variously  employed ;  when  practicable, 
they  are  employed  at  their  own  trades.  The  clear  profit  on 
work  done  for  sale  was  1211.  lis.  2d.  the  estimated  value  of 
work  done  for  the  prison  was  707i.  16«.  Sd,  The  shirting, 
sheeting,  towelling,  shoes,  and  stockings  are  all  made  in  the 
prison. 

The  provisions  are  supplied  by  contract.  Tlie  net  cost  per 
prisoner  was  2ll  ISs.  4d. 
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CHESTER— CITY  GAOL  AND  HOUSE  OF  CORKECTION. 

[Inspected  4th  November  1 855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection : — 

Males    ......      36 

Females  -  •  -  -  -       19 

Debtors  .  ....         3 


Tot«l 


Daily  average  number : — 

Criminals 
Debtors 


Total 


Committed  during  the  year : — 

Criminals      -  -  - 

Debtors        -  -  - 


68 


. 

- 

.      48 
3 

fll 

- 

-       51 

Male. 

352 

24 

Female. 
188 
0 

Total. 

540 

24 

Total 


564 


Showing  a  decrease  of  75  male  and  42  female  criminals 
compart  with  the  preceding  year.  The  decrease  was  in  the 
number  of  summary  convictions. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  building  since  the 
last  inspection.  I  found  the  female  wards  in  the  same  state 
as  noticed  in  former  reports,  the  accommodation  insufficient, 
and  the  ventilation  very  imperfect ;  there  are  only  12  cells 
for  females,  and  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  is  16. 
The  greatest  number  confined  at  one  time  was  30. 

A  female  prisoner,  under  a  sentence  of  four  years'  penal  servi- 
tude, applied  to  be  at  once  removed  to  a  Government  prison, 
stating  that  her  health  had  ah-eady  suffered  from  the  confine- 
ment in  this  ill-ventilated  prison.  I  recommended  her, imme- 
diate removal,  together  with  that  of  two  other  female  prisoners, 
each  imder  a  similar  sentence. 

The  clothing,  bedding,  and  diet  are  sufficient ;  the  provisions 
-were  of  good  quality  ;  the  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  o^d.  per 
liead.  The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  is  represented  to 
be  "  very  good.''  No  death  occurred  during  the  year.  One 
prisoner,  charged  with  threatening  to  shoot  his  wife,  and  for 
want  of  sureties  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment,  was 
removed  to  the  county  lunatic  asylum  on  the  14th  June;  he 
had  before  been  an  inmate  of  the  asylum. 


16  Reports  on  eeparaU  Prisons. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by  the 
chaplain ;  he  states  : — 

"  The  schoolmaster  is  qualified  for  his  office,  and  discharges  his 
duty  entirely  to  my  satisfaction." 

The  female  prisoners  are  instructed  by  the  matron.  One 
boy  was  removed  in  June  to  the  Philanthropic  Farm  School 
at  Redhill,  and  by  the  last  accounts  he  continues  to  conduct 
himself  well. 

The  library  is  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  number  of  prisoners ; 
but  the  chaplain  stated  that  it  was  about  to  be  enlarged. 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was : — 
Males     -.-.-.     126 
Females  -  -  -  -  -      97 

Total  -  .    223 

The  offences  were  chiefly  **  idleness  at  work  and  insolence, 
"  occasionally  swearing." 

The  prisoners  are  employed  breaking  stones,  mat-making, 
and  piddng  oakum.  The  clear  profit  on  work  done  for  sale 
last  year  was  "  ahovi  "  100?.  The  value  of  the  work  done  for 
the  prison  was  estimated  to  be  "  about "  300?. 

The  prisoners  are  not  properly  classified,  neither  are  they 
at  all  times,  when  associated,  under  close  supervision ;  there 
is  no  space  within  the  walls  to  extend  the  accommodation, 
and  I  fear  it  would  not  be  possible  to  improve  the  ventilation 
of  the  old  building,  now  occupied  by  the  females,  without 
opening  a  means  of  communication  with  the  male  prisoners. 


KNUrSFORD.— COUNTY  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  lath  October  1855.] 
Number  of  prisoliers  on  the  day  of  inspection  : — 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Criminals 

.     183 

84 

247 

Debtors 

-       16 

— 

16 

The  daily  average  number  was,  criminals  314,  debtors  10. 

The  number  committed  during  the  year  was : — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Criminals  -  -     1,460  454  1,914 

Debtors      -  -  -        196  20  216 

Showing  a  decrease  of  130  male  and  59  female  criminals, 
compared  with  the  preceding  year;  rather  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  number  committed  were  resident  in  the  county. 
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Of  the  prisoners  for  trial,  53  males  and  20  females  were 
tmder  17  years  of  age;  of  those  summarily  convicted,  113 
males  and  28  females  were  under  that  age. 

The  prison  was  in  good  order  throughout ;  the  latmdiy  has 
been  enlarged,  and  additional  accommodation  has  been  pro- 
vided for  female  debtors,  and  for  children ;  these  are  the  only 
alterations  made  since  the  last  report. 

The  cloUiing  and  bedding  were  in  good  condition,  the  pro- 
visions of  good  quality.  The  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  5\d. 
per  head. 

Six  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  viz.  2  from  consump- 
ti(m»  1  from  diseased  liver,  and  3  of  congestion  of  the  lunga 
The  surgeon  states : — 

^  All  these  prisooers  had  long-standing  disease,  except  two,  one 
of  whom  was  in  hospital  66  days,  and  died  of  abscess  of  the  lungs  ; 
the  other  was  in  hospital  4  days,  and  died  of  inflammation  of  the 
longs." 

One  prisoner  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  felony  was 
removed  to  a  lunatic  asylum  on  the  6th  September. 

The  prison  is  well  drained  and  ventilated,  and  the  general 
health  of  the  prisoners  is  represented  to  be  **  good." 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by  the 
chaplain,  the  schoolmaster,  or  the  schoolmistress.  The  follow- 
ing tables  show  the  degree  of  education  of  the  prisoners  on 
admission,  and  the  number  of  times  previously  committed 
distinguishing  those  for  trial  from  those  who  were  summarily, 
convicted. 

Degree  of  Education : — 
PriaoDers  for  Trial.  Summarily  Convicted. 


Male. 
^Neither  read  nor  write  -  180 
Readonly     -         -         -  112 
One  or  both  imperfectly    158 
Bead  and  write  well      •    26 
Out  on  bail  -        -        -     10 

Female.  Total 

107     287     . 

45     157     - 

44     202     . 

3       29     . 

—      10    . 

Male.  Female.  Total 
380     170       550 
198      64      262 
354       34       388 
24        2        26 

Total        -        .        -  486     199    685     •     956    270    1,226 

Prisoners  who  have  been  previously  committed : — 

Prisoners  for  Trial                       Summarily  Conyicted. 

Male  Female.  TotaL      Male.  Female.  Total 
Once      -        -        -        -    87      32     119  -     171       88    209 
Twice     -        -        -        -     32       10      42     -      67       14      81 
Three  times    -        -        -26        6      32    -      49      16      65 
Four  times  or  more          -    21         7      28    -      93      54     147 

Total     •        -        •        -166 
[IL] 

55    221     . 

380     122     502 
B 

IB  R^mrts  on  aepaiute  Prisons. 

Showing  that  of  1,911  criminal  prisoners  committed  to  thia 
prison  during  the  year,  737  could  neither  read  nor  write,  and 
723  had  been  before  committed  to  this  or  some  other  prison. 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was : — 

Males  -  -  -  "  -  908 

Females  .  .  -  .  .  219 

Total       .-         1,127 


They  were  chiefly  for  "  neglect  of  work."  One  prisoner  com- 
plained that  he  had  been  punished  unjustly,  and  that  he  had 
been  harshly  treated  and  threatened  by  the  warder  who 
reported  him.  I  fiilly  investigated  the  charge,  and  was  satis- 
fied that  the  prisoner  was  properly  punished,  and  that  hia 
statement  with  regard  to  the  warder  was  unfounded. 

Basket-making  has  been  added  to  the  other  employments  for 
male  prisoners.  The  females  are  employed  in  knitting  stockings 
as  well  as  making  the  female  clothing,  the  shirts  for  male 
prisoners,  and  in  washing.  The  clear  profit  on  work  done  for 
sale  was  237i  18*.  llcZ.  The  value  of  the  work  done  for  the 
prison  was  estimated  at  69 li.  85.  2d. 

There  has  been  some  diffiijulty  in  disposing  of  the  manu* 
factured  articles,  which  has  prevented  the  further  extension  of 
profitable  employment  in  the  prison. 

The  net  cost  per  prisoner,  after  deducting  the  pi-ofit,  was 
161.  3s.  9id 


DERBY.— COUNTY  AND  BOROUGH  GAOL  AND  HOUSE  OF 
CORRECTION. 

[Inspected  30th  June  1855.] 
The  number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection  was  : — 

Criminals        -  • 

Debtors  *  • 

Total  -  235 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

176 

30 

206 

26 

3 

29 

The  daily  average  number  in  confinement  was  243. 
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The  number  committed  during  the  year  was,  criminals  1,177 ; 
debtors  299.  Showing  an  increase  of  220  criminals,  and  a 
decrease  of  7  debtors. 

The  increase  has  been  principally  in  the  number  committed 
for  poaching  and  misdemeanor. 

The  buildings  were  in  good  order  and  repair.  One  wing  of 
the  prison  has  been  raised  one  story  to  provide  accommodation 
for  an  increased  number  of  prisoners.  The  work  was  going  on 
at  the  time  of  my  visit,  and  although  every  precaution  appeared 
to  have  been  taken  to  prevent  communication  between  the 
hired  labourers  and  prisoners,  a  prisoner  contrived  to  effect  his 
escape  on  the  2nd  October,  having  been  provided  with  a  suit 
of  working  clothes  by  some  Irish  labourers  employed  on  the 
works. 

The  clothing  and  bedding  are  sufficient,  and  were  in  good 
condition. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  diet  for  one  week,  for 
convicted  prisoners  sentenced  for  periods  exceeding  3  months ; 

Bread  -  -  -  -  -  11  lbs.   8oz. 

Porridge  -  -  -  -  17^  pints. 

Potatoes  -  -  -  -  6  lbs. 

Meat     -  -  -  -  -  4oz. 

Soup     -  -  -  -  -  3  pints. 

Each  pint  of  soup  contains  meat  without  bone,  1  oz.,  barley, 
peas,  or  rice,  2  oz.,  and  a  proper  quantity  of  onions  and  other 
vegetables.  Each  pint  of  porridge  contains  half  a  pint  of 
skimmed  milk,  half  a  pint  of  water,  and  1^  oz.  oatmeaL 

I  do  not  consider  4  ozs.  of  solid  animal  food  per  week  suffi* 
dent  for  prisoners  employed  at  hard  labour  for  long  periods. 
The  interference  of  the  surgeon  (which  frequently  becomes 
necessary,)  in  ordering  extra  diet  for  prisoners  associated 
while  at  labour  with  others  who  do  not  receive  the  same 
indulgence,  is,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  to  unsettle  and 
lead  them  to  practise  deception  in  the  desire  to  obtain  more 
food.  The  ordinary  diet  should  be  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
prisoners  in  health  and  strength,  without  the  addition  of 
**  extra  diet,"  which  can  only  be  ordered  by  the  medical  officer, 
and  should,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  reserved  for  prisoners 
who  may  be  failing  in  health  or  convalescent  The  surgeon 
states: — 

'^  I  consider  the  food  sufficient  in  most  cases  to  maintain  health  and 
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The  governor  states : — 

"  I  consider  the  quantity  of  food  sufficient,  except  in  a  few  cases  ; 
the  surgeon  finds  it  necessary  to  order  extra  diet  when  a  prisoner  has 
last  much  weight.** 

So  long  as  the  surgeon  freely  exercises  his  power  to  order 
"  extra  diet ''  the  prisoners  are  not  likely  to  suffer  in  health ; 
but  a  complaining  and  not  unfrequently  an  insubordinate 
spirit  is  engendered  when  prisoners  find  tliat  others  under  the 
same  sentence  and  employed  at  the  same  labour  as  themselves 
are  receiving  more  food. 

Fomr  prisoners  had  died  during  the  year,  and  two  had  been 
liberated  on  medical  grounds ;  an  order  had  also  been  received 
for  the  liberation  of  another  prisoner,  but  he  was  too  ill  to  be 
removed  when  his  pardon  arrived,  and  he  died  in  the  prison. 
Mr.  Pickering,  who  had  been  many  years  chaplain  of  the  gaol, 
retired  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  from  ill  health  ;  he 
has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Moore^  who  takes  an  active  interest 
in  his  duties  ;  he  states : — 

*^  The  schoolmaster  is  qualified  for  his  duties,  and  discharges  those 
duties  to  my  satisfaction.  The  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners 
while  under  my  observation  has  l^n  very  good  ;  some  maice  satis- 
factory progress  both  in  religions  and  secular  knowiedge." 

The  number  of  punbhments  awarded  for  prison  offences 
was: — 

Male  prisoners  -  .  -  •  •    323 

Females  -  -  -  •  -      44 

Total        -  .    367 


Misconduct  was  for  the  most  part  confined  to  juveniles. 
There  were  two  cases  of  corporal  punishment. 

The  prisoners  were  all  fully  employed ;  those  sentenced  to 
hard  labour,  on  the  tread-wheel  and  stone-breaking ;  others 
were  employed  weaving  mat-making,  and  as  carpenters,  smiths, 
tailors,  and  shoemakers.  The  dear  profit  on  work  done  for 
sale  last  year  was  5912.  14a.  9(2. ;  the  value  of  work  done  for 
the  prison  was  estimated  at  7012.  58.  2d,  The  net  cost  per 
prisoner,  exclusive  of  any  charge  for  the  repairs  or  alterations, 
was  2BL  Oa.  8d  The  provisions  and  stores  are  supplied  by- 
contract. 
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task.  Mat -making  and  other  indostrial  employments  were 
afterwards  introduced,  and  ttie  nimiber  of  pmiishments  de- 
creased very  much. 

The  provisions  are  all  supplied  by  contract.  The  net  cost 
per  prisoner  was  161. 14:8.  ^d.  per  head. 

The  governor  particularly  called  my  attention  to  the  sad 
state  of  ignorance  of  the  piisoners  generally.  Of  the  290 
prisoners  received,  upwards  of  100  could  neither  read  nor 
write,  and  one  prisoner  only  could  write  welL 


KIBKDALE.— COUNTY  HOUSE  OF  CORltECTION. 
[Inspected  Sth  September  1855,] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection :  — 

Males        •  -  *         -    311 

Females  -  -  .  .      89 

Total    -        -    400 


Daily  average  number : — 

Male  prisoners              -  -            -            .  287 

Females              -            -  -            •         .  75 

Total  -            -            -  363 


Number  committed  during  the  year : — 

Males  *  -  -  •  .  1^575 

Females  -  .  .  -  .     455 


Total  -  -  2,032 


Showing  a  deoreaee  of  150  males,  and  21  females,  compared 
with  the  preceding  year. 

(81  debtors  committed  from  the  county  courts  of  Liverpool 
and  St.  Helen's  are  not  included  in  the  above.) 

In  the  number  for  trial  at  the  assizes  are  included  26 
persons  committed  for  being  concerned  in  the  bread  riots  in 
Liverpool  during  the  winter  of  1854-55;  and  in  the  sum- 
mary convictions  30  persons  for  being  present  at  a  prize  fight, 
at  which  the  police  were  assaulted  There  appears  to  have  been 
an  increase  in  the  previously  large  number  charged  with  actual 
or  attempted  murder,  also  in  those  indicted  for  mo^nalaughter. 
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burgUiry,  forgery^  perjury,  i^pe,  bigamy y  and  uttering  base 
coin.  The  decrease  was  in  the  number  committed  for  violent 
assaults  and  unlawful  wounding,  for  highway  and  street 
robbei'iesy  and  in  the  summary  convictions. 

I  select  the  following  extracts  from  the  chaplain's  journal, 
as  tending  to  show  how  frequently  the  commission  of  the  most 
serious  offences  arises  from  intemperance. 

"Jan.  5th.  Had  interviews  with  two  men  for  trial  at  the  assizes, 
one  for  killing  his  wifo  with  a  tea  kettle  when  drunk,  the  other  for 
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The  surgeon  states : — 

"  The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  good,  they  generally 
improve  in  health.  Nine  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  one 
prisoner  was  liberated  on  medical  grounds,  and  four  prisoners  have 
been  removed  to  lunatic  asylums,  as  follows  : — 


Name. 


EUsahethS. 

Thomas  A.  • 
John  F, 
John  H.      • 


Age. 


35 

40 
27 
18 


Offence  and  Sentence. 


For  trial  for  murder,  tried 

at  assixes,  August  1855; 

•entence,  **  during  Her 

Migesty's  pleasure." 
Summary  conviction  for 

poaching,  3  months  and 

sureties. 
Tried  at  April  sessions 

for     house  -  breaking; 

sentence,  2  months. 
Tried  at  Liverpool  llaroh 

assises  for  assault  and 

robbery ;     sentence    1 

year. 


Kemarks. 


Insane  on  admission,  19th  Oct 
1854 ;  sent  to  Prestwich  Asy- 
lum 2Sth  Not.  ;  sent  b«dL  for 
trial  10th  August  1855. 

Insine  on  admission  13Ui  March, 
sent  to  Bainhiil  Asylum  13tb 
ApriL 

Insane  on  admission  14th  March, 
sent  to  Bainhiil  Asylom  S6th 
April. 

Became  insane  5th  'May,  sent  to 
Prestwich  Asylum  15th  Jim«, 


The  usual  weekly  and  daily  services  are  performed  by  the 
chaplain.  The  schoolmaster  gives  instruction  to  the  prisoners 
daUy,  both  in  class  and  in  their  separate  cells,  and  their  pro- 
gress both  in  religious  and  secular  instruction  is  represented 
to  be  satisfactory.  38  prisoners  had  received  a  superior  educa- 
tion,  and  307  could  read  and  write  well  when  admitted.  850 
oould  not  read. 

220  had  been  well  instructed  in  religion  when  admitted, 
while  1,044  were  quite  ignorant  of  religion. 

The  punishments  for  prison  offences  were  confined  mostly  to 
prisoners  under  summary  conviction  ;  the  number  was,  males 
3,329  ;  females,  607 ;  total,  3,936.  They  were  chiefly  the 
stoppage  of  a  portion  of  food  for  not  completing  their  task- work. 

There  had  been  two  cases  of  corporal  punishment. 

Prisoners  in  the  separate  cells  rise  at  a  quarter  before  six,  and 
go  to  bed  at  nine  throughout  the  year ;  but  the  prisoners  in 
association  pass  fifir  too  much  time  in  bed.  They  go  to  bed  at 
half-past  six  in  summer,  and  half-past  four  hi  midwinter. 
Supper  is  issued  to  these  prisoners  at  four  o'clock  in  winter,  so 
they  are  fifteen  hours  and  three  quarters  without  food,  the 
three  meals  being  sei*ved  to  them  in  eight  and  a  quarter  hours. 

The  hard  labour  and  various  employments  carried  on  within  . 
the  prison  are  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  year.  The  clear 
profit  on  work  done  by  the  prisonera  was  1,153Z.  1*.  Sd.  The 
estimated  value  of  work  done  for  the  prison  was  1,066Z.  Ss.  2rf. 
The  cost  of  each  prisoner,  without  deducting  the  profits,  was 
20?.  108.  7d. 
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UYERPOOL  BOROUGH  OAOL. 

[Inspected  6th  and  7ih  September  1855.] 

At  the  time  of  my  yiaii,  the  prisoners  were  being  removed 
£rom  the  old  gaol  in  the  town  of  Liverpool  to  the  new  boi-ongh 
gaol  at  Walton  on  the  HiU.  The  removal  commenced  on  the 
4th  and  was  completed  on  the  20th  September.  The  governor 
states: — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^ 


B^paris^o^i  separate  Prieons. 


Table  I. — Showing  the  namber  of  Commiimentd^  and  description  of 
Offences  during  the  past  year. 


PBSCIPTIOV  op  OFrBVCES. 


Felons 

Misdemeanants '. 

Reputed  Thieves  and  other  Vagranta. . 

Juvenile  Offenders  Act 

MUitiaAot 

Local  Acts 

Other  Offences 

BaUand  Awaults 

Drunk 

Malioious  Damage 

Revenue  and  Deserters 


Total  fiiUj  oommitted  to  this  gaol. 

Tar  Examination,   buti 

afterwards  committed  I  Felony 

to  Kirkdale  Prison,  for  f  Misdemeanors 

Trial  on  charges  of. . .  J 
For  Bzminatlon.   bufi 

afterwards  discharged  I  Felony. . 

bv     Magistrates     on  r  Misdemeanors 

For  Bxamiuation,  on  charges  under*) 

■  summaryjurisdiotioii)  but  afterwards  > 

discharged  by  Magistrates ) 

Total  number  of  remanded  Pri8oncr8,^ 
who  wero  subsequently  disohai>^  ( 
ed  ur  committed  to  Kirkdale  Gaol  r 
ErTrial 


Grand  Total 6,016 


Males.     1 

Females. 

Total. 

1 

Grand 
Total. 

5^ 

Juve- 

*o 

Juve- 

5 

Juve- 

5 

niles. 

niles. 

•5 

nUes. 

<j 

< 

< 

18S 

41 

106 

11 

290 

62 

3tf 

46 

8 

19 

64 

3 

67 

8i2 

380 

8 

1,862 

98 

2.194 

478 
8 

W7.. 

m 

. 

_ 

87 

- 

87  I 

1.620 

24« 

1,688 

78 

^'iSS 

827 

3>4S6  < 

261 

17 

179 

8 

480 

26 

^s 

768 

6 

266 

4 

1,014 

n 

i.qS 

801 

1 

686 

1,487 

I 

1.488 

8S 

7 

67 

2 

160 

9 

iS 

217 

2 

9 

226 

2 

1» 

4,789 

714 

4.261 

201 

9.000 

916 

9^916 

12 

8 

16 

_. 

15 

17 

- 

1 

- 

18 

"* 

18 

104 

28 

109 

11 

m 

84 

247 

26 

6 

27 

62 

.  6 

67 

lU 

81 

6 

153 

86 

180 

277 

69 

174 

16 

461 

76 

626 

6,016 

778 

4.486 

217 

9.461 

990 

l<^4a 

Table  II.— Showing  the  periods  of  Imprisonment  during  the 
last  year. 


PEBIODS  of  iMPSISOVBfBKT. 

Males. 

Females.  ' 

1...                  1 

Total: 

Grand 
Total. 

1 

Juve- 
nUes. 

1 

Juve-i 
nile..! 

! 

1 

Juve- 
nUes. 

Not  exceedinir  1  month 

3,408 

622 

643 

9i 

63 

28 

"? 

16 
86 

413 

91 

139 

6 

12 

3 

13 

3 
4 

3,1594 

281 

203 

43 

20 

10 

7 

16 
18 

154 

12 

24 

1 

1' 

.*! 

2l 

7.002 
803 
805 
137 
82 
33 
41 
7 
82 
63 

697 
108 
163 
7 
14 
6 
17 

6 

4 

7W 

906 

968 

144 

96 

43 

68 

7 

87 

67 

Above  1  and  not  exceeding  2  months. . . . 

.2              ..                  8       .. 

„       8              „                  6       .. 

„       6               „                  12 

„     12             „                 2ycars 

Penal  Servitude 

TransDorts 

Left  for  Trial 

Acquitted  and  not  prosecuted 

Total  convicted 

4,789 

714 

4,261 

201 

9,000 

916 

9,916 

Total  number  of  remanded  prisoners,^ 
who  wero  subsequently  discharged^  > 
or  committed  to  Kirkdale  for  Trial  J 

Grand  Total 

177 

69 

174 

16 

461 

76 

626 
10,411 

5,016 

773 

4.435, 

217 

9,451 

900 
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Table  III. — Showing  the  number  of  times  in 

custody. 

NlTMBXB  OF  TIMS8  QOMMITIMD. 

Males. 

Pemales. 

TotaL 

1 

Grand 
TotaL 

5 

1 

Juve- 
nUes. 

:    1 

Juve-' 
nllea,. 

5 

1 

< 

1 
Juvo. 
Dllee. 

tew 

556 
2M 

212 
1.W8 

S12 

117 

79 

00 

146 

,  1,349 

.    627 
1    319 

!    274 
1.781 

78 

78 

16 

7 

S7 

4.0S9 

1.082 

664 

486 

•2.809 

385 

196 
06 
67 

178 

'4.444 

1.277 
669 
563 

2.968 

9.M5 
620 

Once 

Twice 

Thre^  tinMM 

Four  ornMMne 

Total  fully  eommitted 

4.730 

714 

U,a«i 

201 

9.000 

016 

Total  of  renumded  iniBonen,  who  were') 
•abMquentlj  diBcharged  or  coranittMl 
to  S&ale  for  Trial 

Gnmd  Total 

«77 

59 

174 

16 

451 

75 

5»01« 

773 

4.485 

217 

0.461 

990 

10.441 

1 
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to  the  police  court  the  prisoners  remanded  for  further  ezamina- 
tion^  and  to  St.  George's  Hall  (where  the  sessions  are  held) 
the  prisoners  for  trial,  but  also  in  procuring  stores  and 
materials  for  work,  and  in  disposing  of  articles  manufac- 
tured in  the  prison.  The  experience  of  those  on  the  spot 
will  enable  the  authorities  of  the  gaol  to  provide  for  these 
difficulties  better  than  any  suggestions  that  can  here  be  made ; 
and  I  find  the  governor  has  already  drawn  up  a  statement  on 
the  subject,  calculating  the  probable  cost  of  conveying  the 
prisoners  to  and  from  the  gaol,  as  well  as  the  expense  of  cart- 
ing stores,  materials  for  work,  &c. 

Accompanied  by  the  clerk  of  the  works,  I  visited  all  parts 
of  the  prison,  and  made  such  suggestions  as  occurred  to  me. 
I  afterwards  addressed  a  letter  to  the  visiting  justices,  point« 
ing  out  several  matters  which  required  immed^te  attention. 

The  chaplain  states : — 

**  JDuring  the  past  year  I  have  pursued  the  course  in  all  respects 
relating  to  my  duties  that  I  have  followed  in  former  years,  and  suc- 
cess in  many  instances  has  attended  my  attempts  to  restore  prisoners 
to  their  friends,  or  to  place  them  in  positions  of  recoTering  their 
character  and  station." 

Thirteen  boys  and  six  girls  have  passed  through  this  gaol 
to  the  following  reformatory  schools  during  the  year — Kings- 
wood  boys'  reformatory,  near  Bristol ;  R^  Lodge  gii-ls'  re- 
formatory, Bristol ;  Saltley  boys'  reformatory ;  girls'  reforma- 
tory, Biimii^ham  ;  Stoke  Farm,  Worcestershire ;  Hardwicke 
Court,  Gloucestershire ;  and  Pyne's  reformatory,  Devonshire. 
Five  boys  have  been  sent  to  Red  Hill  under  conditional  par- 
dons ;  and  one  girl  to  Birmingham,  also  under  a  conditional 
pardon. 

The  chaplain  adds  : — 

"Too  little  time  has  yet  elapsed  since  the  removal  to  the  new  gaol 
to  admit  of  my  speaking  with  any  confidence  of  the  results  likely  to 
follow  from  the  employment  of  the  additional  staff  of  teachers  now 
engaged." 

The  surgeon  speaks  veiy  fibvourably  of  the  health  of  the 
prisoners  during  the  year;  of  10,441  prisoners  who  passed 
through  the  prison  during  that  period,  only  three  died  (one 
fix>m  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  another  from  bronchitis^  and  a 
third  from  cholera) ;  a  remission  of  part  of  the  sentence  was 
granted  on  medi(^  grounds  to  three  convicts  (all  females), 
under  sent'Cnce  of  ten  years'  transportation ;  two  of  whom  had 
been  three  years  and  ten  months,  and  the  other  upwards  of 
four  years  in  the  prison.    Two  prisoners  (one  under  a  sentence 
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There  hm  been  no  change  in  the  dtitieB  performed  by  tlie 
chaplain,  who  is  still  without  the  assistance  of  a  schoolmaetec. 
He  aaya ; — 

"  There  is  no  provision  for  the  instruction  of  the  prisoners  ill 
secular  knowledge,  and  their  progress  in  religious  knowledge  is  not 
such  as  might,  perhaps,  be  looked  for  if  means  were  used  for  their 
daily  and  systematic  instruction.** 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was : — 

Male  prisoners  -  -  •  *      39 

Females  .  -  -  •  -      24 

Total  .  -63 


No  case  of  serious  misconduct  occurred.  Prisoners  sentenced 
to  hard  labour  work  on  the  treadwheel  and  crank  machine  ; 
those  who  are  tailors  and  shoemakers  by  trade  are  occasionally 
employed  making  and  repairing  the  prison  clothes  and  shoes, 
but  no  other  employment  is  provided,  neither  are  the  prisoners 
imder  any  supervision  except  in  the  wheel-yard. 

I  recommend  that  an  oflBcer  may  be  appointed  to  instruct 
the  prisoners  both  in  school  and  in  some  useful  trade  or  occu- 
pation. In  the  10th  section  of  the  Gaol  Act  it  is  required 
that  "  provision  shall  be  made  in  all  prisons  for  the  instruction 
of  prisoners  of  both  sexes  in  reading  and  writing ;'  and  also 
"  for  the  employment  of  prisoners  not  sentenced  to  hard 
labour/' 

The  profit  arising  from  the  labour  of  the  prisoners  would 
pay  the  salary  of  si^ch  an  officer,  to  say  nothing  of  the  advan- 
tage of  teaching  the  prisoners  to  read  and  write,  and  training 
them  to  industrious  habits.  At  present  they  go  to  bed  at 
seven  in  summer  and  five  in  midwinter. 


LINCOLN  CASTLE  COUNTY  GAOL. 
[Inspected  25th  July  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection : — 

Male.  Female. 

Criminals  .  -  -  3  — 

Debtors  -  -  -       -  7  1 

Total  - 

'    The  daily  average  number  was  11  criminals  and  7  debtors. 
The  number  committed  during  the  year  was,  criminals,  96 ; 
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LINCOLN  crrr  gaol  and  house  of  correction. 

[Inspected  12th  January  and  26th  July  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  in  confinement: — 

Males.       Females.      TotaL 
Criminals      •  -  -       10  5  5 

Debtors         -  -  -        2  —  2 

Total  ...  17 

The  daily  average  number  of  criminals 'was  21  ;  the  number 
committed  during  the  year  was  1 83,  showing  an  increase  of 
19  committals  compared  with  the  preceding  year.  This  in- 
crease arose  from  the  number  of  militiamen  committed  for 
military  offences. 

I  met  the  visiting  justices  by  appointment,  and  called  their 
attention  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison^  and  the  inefficiency 
of  the  discipline  officers.  The  matron  was  required  to  resign 
her  situation.  One  of  the  warders  was  dismissed  for  gross 
neglect  of  duty ;  the  other  warder,  being  reproved  for  dis- 
obedience of  orders,  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was 
accepted.  The  governor,  who  was  appointed  in  August  1854, 
is  upwards  of  50  years  of  age,  and  has  had  no  experience  to 
qualify  him  for  his  office  ;  he  was  admonished  to  make  him- 
self thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  rules  and  regulations,  and 
to  give  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  discipline  of  the 
prison. 

The  diet,  clothing,  and  bedding  are  sufficient ;  the  provisions 
were  of  good  qualitv ;  the  daily  cost  was  5d.  per  heaid. 

The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  is  satisfisictory.  No 
death  or  removal  on  medical  grounds  occurred  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by  the 
chaplain  ;  he  states : — 

''The  progress  made  by  the  prisoners  in  secular  knowledge  is 
satisfactory." 

I  much  doubt  whether  the  newly-appointed  warder,  who 
is  required  also  to  instruct  the  prisoners  in  school,  will  be 
found  qualified  for  his  office.     The  chaplain  says : — 

''  He  does  not  possess  the  attainments  of  his  predecessor,  but  he  is 
perhaps  sufficiently  qualified  to  assist  the  average  sort  of  prisoners, 
and  he  appears  to  be  diligent." 

The  library  was  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  number  of  prisoners, 
but  an  additional  sum  has  been  granted  by  the  magistrates 
for  this  purpose. 
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The  number  of  ptmishmentfi  awarded  for  prison  offences 
-WBS  47.  The  conduct  of  a  few  of  the  prisoners  had  been  dis- 
orderly and  violent,  especiaUy  while  at  labour  on  the  wheel, 
where  facilities  were  afforded  for  communicating  with  each 
other  through  the  carelessness  and  inattention  of  the  officer,  who 
was  dismissed.  One  prisoner  also  effected  his  escape  through 
the  neglect  of  the  same  officer;  but  he  was  recaptured  and 
brought  back  to  the  prison. 

The  labour  on  the  tread-wheel  has  been  discontinued,  and 
the  prisonars  are  provided  with  industrial  employment  in  their 
cells.  The  clear  profit  on  work  done  by  the  prisoners  was 
9L  178. ;  the  estimated  value  of  work  done  by  them  for  the 
prison  was  9?.  Ss.  6d, 

The  provisions  and  stores  are  supplied  by  contract ;  the  net 
cost  per  prisoner  was  about  30?. 


LOUTH.— COUNTY  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  15th  September  1855.] 
If  umber  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection,  26. 
Paily  average  number  during  the  year,  32. 

Kumber  ci  commitments : — 

Males  -  .  .  •  -    217 

Fcmiiles  -  ,•  .  -  •       13 

Total         •  -  -    230 


Showing  a  decrease  of  59  males  and  13  females  compai*ed  with 
the  preceding  year ;  the  decrease  was  in  the  number  summarily 
convicted. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  buildings  or  in  the 
discipline  of  the  prison  since  the  last  inspection.  I  called  at- 
tention  to  the  drains  in  one  of  the  exercising  yards ;  in  other 
respects  the  prison  was  clean  and  in  good  order,  the  clothing 
and  bedding  sufficient,  and  the  provisions  of  good  quality. 
The  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  SfcZ.  per  head. 

One  prisoner  died,  but  there  were  no  liberations  or  removals 
on  medical  grounds. 

The  Bev.  J.  Dale,' the  chaplain,  died  on  Sunday  the  12th 
Ai:^^i»t,  having  i^erformed'  two  ftiU  services  in  the  prison 
diapel  on  that  day;  he  has  been  succeeded  in  the  office  by  the 
Bev.  E.  Richardson,  who  states : 

^  Some  of  the  prisoners  haTC  made  good  progress  in  the  school, 
^and  the  frequent  questioning  in  the  Church  Catechism  has  been 
attended  with  good  results.** 

[IL]  C 
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Of  14}  prisoners  attending  the  school  at  the  time  of  my 
visit,  8  had  learned  to  read  and  write,  not  knowing  their 
letters  when  admitted  to  the  prison. 

The  schoolmaster^  when  not  engaged  giving  instruction  to 
the  prisoners,  assists  as  a  warder  in  the  general  duties  of  the 
prison ;  the  chaplain  says  : 

.    *'  He  is  sufficiently  well  qualified  for  the  office,  and  performs  his 
duty  to  my  satisfaction." 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was  68; 
there  has  been  one  case  of  corporal  punishment  for  insubh 
ordination ;  the  remainder  were  of  the  ordinary  character. 

No  additional  occupation  for  prisoners  has  been  introduced ; 
a  few  are  employed  making  and  mending  the  prison  clothes 
and  shoes,  but  the  treadwheel  and  pumpcramsis  are  still  the  prin- 
cipal means  of  employment.  The  estimated  value  of  work  dona 
for  the  prison  was  only  8{. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  some  industrial  employment  should 
be  provided,  more  especially,  as  the  treadwheel  yaxd  is  insecure, 
and  prisoners  sentenced  for  long  periods  are  not  therefore 
placed  on  the  wheel 

Of  280  persons  taken  into  custody  during  the  year  by  the 
horov^h  police^  only  36  had  ever  been  in  custody  before.  The 
number  of  cases  of  drunkenness  brought  before  the  borough 
magistrates,  which  in  the  year  184!8  was  103,  was  last  yeax 
reduced  to  ^0.  The  oumber  of  vagrant^  also,  which  amounted 
to  131  in  the  year  1848,  aad  to  158  in  1849,  was  last  year 
only  4t6. 


SPALDING.— COUNTY  GAOL  AND  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  6th  Jnne  1855.] 

Number  in  confinement : — 

Male  Prisoners-  -  -  -  -      28 

Females       •►  -  -  -  -        9 

Total    •        -      37 


The  daily  average  number  was  45. 

The  number  committed  was  : — 

Males  ...  -  -        191 

Females  -  -  -  -  .         38 

Total  -  .       229 


Showing  an  vncrease  of  34  males,  and  a  decreiEuse  of  23  female^. 
The  increase  was  in  the  number  summarily  convicted.  ^ 
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No  alteration  has  been  made  either  in  the  buildingfs  or  in 
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to  an  entry  in  the  governor's  journal,  dated  15th  December 
1854,  with  regpeofc  to  the  treatment  of  **  T.  A.,"  the  insane 
prisoner  above  leferred  to. 


SPXLSBT.— COUNTY  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  29th  September  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection . — 

Male*-  ...  •  .        21 

FeiMles  -  -  -  -14 

Total        .        -        35 

The  daily  average  number  was  39. 

The  number  committed  during  the  year  : — 

Males  -  -  -  -  -      1S7 

Females        -  -  -  •  -        86 

Total        •        .      223 


Showing  a  dea'case  of  17  males,  and  an  increase  of  30  females 
compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

The  increase  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  committal 
to  this  prison  of  all  female  prisoners  from  the  division  of 
Lindsey,  an  arrangement  that  did  not  come  in  force  until  the 
spring  of  ISo*. 

A  great  number  of  male  prisoners  (generally  farm  servants) 
were  committed  for  stealing  com  from  their  masters,  and  other 
petty  thefts.  The  females  principally  for  street-brawling  and 
vagrancy. 

The  prison  was  clean  and  in  good  order  throughout ;  the 
alterations  in  the  female  prison  were  completed  in  July  ;  there 
have  been  no  further  alterations  since  the  last  report.  The 
clothing  and  bedding  were  in  good  condition ;  the  diet  suffi- 
cient and  of  good  quality ;  the  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  5d. 
per  head. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  was  "very  good;"  no  death  or 
removal  on  medical  grounds  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
prison  is  well  drained  and  ventilated  :  the  surgeon  states  : — 

*^  The  recent  improvements  in  the  arrangement  of  the  buildings 
have  been  very  conduciye  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners.*' 
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being  a  dial  to  mark  the  number  of  revolutions  performed ; 
but  this  dial  is  so  imperfect  that  it  is  useless. 

I  met  the  magistrates  by  appointment  at  the  gaol,  and 
urged  them  to  separate  the  prisoners  and  furnish  them  with 
useful  employment.  At  present  the  tried  are  separated  firom 
the  untried;  but  there  is  no  other  dassification,  and  no 
employment  is  provided  for  prisoners  who  are  not  sentenced 
to  hatd  labour. 

The  number  of  punishments  awarded  for  prison  offsnoes  was 
SO.  The  governor  called  my  attention  to  two  prisoners  who 
had  been  very  troublesome  and  insubordinate.  I  am  afindd 
but  little  improv^nent  can  be  expected  so  long  as  the  prisonen 
are  permitted  to  remain  in  idleness  and  unrestricted  association. 

Tlie  borough  magistrates  having  fitted  six  ceUs  for  aepanito 
confinement,  are  unwUling  to  avail  themselves  of  the  means  at 
their  disposid  for  classifying  and  separating  the  prisonera  On 
one  occasion  I  found  three  men  committed  for  trial  on  a  diiu*ge 
of  bui^lary,  a  man,  57  years  of  age,  who  had  been  frequency 
in  prison,  and  a  boy  of  1 4  years  of  age,  summarily  convicted^ 
all  associated  in  one  of  the  day  rooms,  without  any  supervision 
or  employment.  I  called  the  attention  of  tiie  visiting  justices 
to  the  mischief,  likely  to  arise  firom  spdi  a  system,  and  to  the 
classification  required.by  the  Oaol  Act. 

The  provisions  and  stores  are  purc^iased  by  the  governor 
as  required,  and  his  accounts  are  examined  weekly  by  tfaa 
visiting  justices. 


wo: 


NORWICH  CITY  GAOL  AND  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 

[Inspected  13th  June  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection : — 

Male.       Temale.  Total. 

Criminals         -          -            -      54              7  61 

Debtors      -        ...        3              1  4 

The  daily  average  number  was  72. 

The  number  committed  during  the  year  was  as  follows  :- 

Male.      Female.      TotaL 
Prisoners  for  trial    -  -         110  28         138 

Summarily  convicted  -         145  16         161 

Total        .  -        299 
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There  was  one  case  of  corporal  punishment.  I  found  no  entry 
had  been  made  in  the  governor's  journal  for  two  months;  the 
governor  stated  in  explanation  that  he  made  private  notes  of 
the  daily  occurrences,  and  wrote  up  his  journal  from  time  to 
time  as  required. 

He  was  instructed  to  enter  his  journal  daily  and  lay  it  before 
the  visiting  justices,  whenever  they  visited  the  prison. 


vol 


NOTTINGHAM.--COUl«nT  GAOL. 

[Inspected  28th  and  29th  June  1855.] 

The  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  was : — 

Hales.         Females.         Total 
Criminals     -  •30-5-36 

Debtors         *  •-6^1-  7 

The  number  committed  during  the  year : — 

Male.  Female.  TotaL 

Criminala  •  -    472       •    59         -    531 

Debtors  -  .  -    80        •      6        •86 

Which  is  15  criminals  and  7  debtors  below  that  of  the  preceding 
year.  The  buildings  were  in  good  repair.  The  vagrant  ward 
has  been  altered  and  made  available  for  female  prisoners,  who 
are  now  confined  in  separate  cells.  The  old  female  ward  is 
fitted  and  used  as  a  wash-house.  The  partition  wall  in 
No.  6  yard  has  been  removed,  affording  a  larger  space  for  the 
prisoners  when  at  exercise. 

The  clothing,  bedding,  and  diet  are  sufficient,  and  of  good 
quality;  the  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  6<i.  per  head.  No  death 
occurred  during  the  year ;  one  prisoner  (a  female)  was  liberated 
•on  account  of  illness. 

The  drainage  and  ventilation  are  good  in  all  parts  of  the 
prison.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by 
the  chaplain.  A  school-master  has  been  appointed  since  the 
last  inspection.  The  chaplain  states : — "  I  consider  the  school - 
"  master  well  fitted  for  his  duties,  and  deserving  all  encourage- 
"  ment."   "  The  progress  made  by  the  prisoners  is  satisfactory/' 

The  evening  reading  has  been  attended  with  much  benefifc- 
The  prisoners  are  assembled  from  half-past  five  to  half-past  six 
five  evenings  in  the  week,  when  the  school-master  reads  some 
useful  and  instructive  work  to  them ;  this  has  created  a  great 
desire  for  instruction,  and  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
general  conduct  of  the  prisoners. 
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-  The  prisoners  were  variously  employed  in  making  and 
mending  the  prison  clothes,  and  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
prison,  &c.,  but  no  regular  work  is  provided. 

A  prisoner  feigned  an  attempt  to  destroy  himself,  and  after- 
wards became  so  violent  that  it  was  foimd  necessary  to  place 
iim  under  restraint ;  he  again  became  very  violent  on  the  27th 
April,  and  was  flogged  by  order  of  the  Visiting  Justices  ;  the 
punishment  had  the  desired  effect,  for  he  was  afterwards 
orderly  and  well-conducted. 


SOUTHWKU..— COUNTY  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
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42  Reports  on  separate  Prisons* 

The  father  and  sister  of  the  prisoner,  who  visited  him  in 
December,  the  month  preceding  his  death,  stated  that — 

**  He  was  always  very  dogged  and  obstinate,  and  the  refusal  to 
take  nourishment  was  in  keeping  with  his  general  character." 

The  brother  of  the  prisoner,  who  was  undergoing  a  lik^ 
sentence  with  M.  H.,  was  phioed  with  him  in  the  hospital,  to 
induce  him  to  take  nourishment,  but  without  suoceas. 

The  ventiktion  and  drainage  are  **  very  good  "  in  all  parts 
of  the  prison. 

The  chaplain  states — 

^Manj  of  the  prisoners  make  satisfactorj  progress  both  in 
religious  and  secnlar  knowledge ;  there  are  very  few  who  are  actoallj 
'Cardess  about  instruction.*' 

He  adds : — 

"  There  is  but  one  schoolmaster,  with  whose  qualifications  and 
discharge  of  his  duties  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  ;  he  instructs  the 
prisoners  in  classes  from  9  to  12  in  .the  morning,  and  from  1  to  5  in 
the  afternoon." 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  was  generally  "good/'  The 
number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was : — 

Male  prisoners  .  -  -  .  -    220 

Females  ....  -13 

Total        -        -        .    288 


Including  one  case  of  corporal  punishment ;  a  prisoner  having 
been  flogged  by  order  of  the  visiting  justices  for    feigning 
4m  attempt  to  hang  himself    The  remainder  were  ordinary 
prison  punishments  under  the  authority  of  the  governor. 
Speaking  of  the  punishments  the  chaplain  says : — 

^*  The  J  are  awarded  with  judgment,  with  no  unnecessary  seyerity, 
and  are  generally  efiectual  in  stopping  misconduct." 

'  Prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour  work  on  the  treadwheel, 
and  a  few  on  the  cranks.  Other  prisoners  are  employed  in 
tailoring,  shoemaking,  knitting,  mat-making,  teazing  cocoa- 
nut  fibre,  and  the  ordinary  prison  employments.  The  clear 
profit  on  work  done  for  sale  was  27i.  19«.  5d.  No  account  ha« 
l)een  kept  by  which  the  value  of  the  work  done  for  the  prison 
may  be  estimated. 

The  provisions  and  stores  are  supplied  by  contract ;  the 
lK)oks  and  accounts  are  properly  kept  and  audited.  The  net 
•cost  per  prisoner  last  year  was  20L  Os.  5d. 

One  prisoner  made  a  general  complaint  as  to  his  treatment, 
which,  on  inquiry,  proved  to  be  groundless;  there  was  no 
complaint  from  any  other  prisoner. 
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OAKHAM.— COUHTY  GAOL  AND  HOUSE  OF  CORRBCTION. 
[Inspected  7Ui  Blaj  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  in  confinement : — 

Males  -  -  -  .  -  -3 

Female    -  -  jf  r  -  -    1 

Total     . "         .  '        .      ~ 


The  number  committed  during  the  year  was  63 :  16  below 
that  of  the  preceding  year ;  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number 
committed  for  ^'  poadiing/'  an  offence  which  has  hitherto  led 
to  much  crime  in  this  neighbourhood. 

In  the  year  1851,  when  I  first  visited  this  prison,  the  duly. 
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4it  lUporte  on  separate  Prisons. 


BECCLES.— HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  14th  June  1855.] 

Number  in  confinement : — 

Male  prisoners  ...  •  -15 

Females  •  •      .     •  •  -3 

18 

-  The  daily  average  number  was  1 9. 

The  number  committed  during  the  year  was  162  (30  below 
that  of  the  preceding  year)  ;  of  this  number  22  were  under  16 
years  of  age. 

The  wards  and  cells  were  dean  and  in  good  order ;  the  diet^ 
clothing,  and  bedding  sufficient,  and  of  good  quality.  The 
daily  cost  of  the  food  was  6  J.  per  head. 

The  surgeon  states : — 

**  The  general  state  of  health  of  the  prisoners  during  the  past  year 
has  been  unusually  good ;  no  death  has  occurred^  and  no  epidemic 
disease  has  prevailed. 

"  The  number  of  sick  prisoners  has  been  60,  of  whom  23  were  in 
bad  health  when  admitted.  The  greatest  number  sick  at  one  time 
was  6  ;  only  3  cases  (all  of  itch)  have  been  treated  in  the  infirmary. 

The  ventilation  and  drainage  are  good  in  all  parts  of  the 
prison. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by  the 
chaplain.  The  schoohnaster  attends  the  school  two  hours — • 
morning  and  afternoon ;  at  other  times  bis  services  are  made 
available  for  the  general  duties  of  the  prison. 

Prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour  work  on  the  tread  wheel ; 
there  is  no  industrial  employment  for  the  other  prisoners. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  been  good. 

The  number  of  punishments  was : — 

Male  prisoners  •  -  -  •I? 

Females       -  •  •  •         •  -      8 

Total        •        .        .    25 


There  has  been  no  offence  of  a  grave  character. 

The  books  were  not  properly  entered  up  to  the  time  of  my 
visit.  The  governor  in  explanation  stated,  that  he  had  beea 
prevented  by  illness  from  attending  to  this  part  of  his  duty. 

The  provisions  and  stores  are  supplied  by  contract.  The 
net  cost  per  prisoner  was  very  high,  371.  125.  5^d. 
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I  met  one  of  the  magistrates  at  the  prison,  and  subsequently 
communicated  with  the  visiting  justices,  recommending  that 
the  cells,  which  are  of  a  good  size,  should  be  fitted  for  the 
separate  confinement  of  prisoners  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  2  &  3  Vict  cap.  56.,  and  that  industrial  employment 
should  be  provided  for  prisoners  not  at  labour  on  the  wheel. 

The  number  of  committals  has  been  less  this  year  than  for 
some  years  past.  The  decrease  may  be  attributed  to  the 
number  of  idle  hands  removed  by  the  militia  and  recruiting 
parties,  which  has  been  the  means  of  giving  full  employment 
to  the  farm  labourers. 


BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS.— COUNTY  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Iiwpected  26tb  August  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection  : — 

Male.         Female.  Total 

Criminals        -•..-66  14  80 

Debtors  •..-.3  .^  3 
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4i5  Reports  on  separate  Prisons. 

The  prisoners,  except  those  at  labour  on  the  wheel,  are 
generally  unemployed,  and  under  no  supervision ;  they  go  to 
bed  at  six  in  summer,  and  at  half-past  four  in  midwinter.  The 
general  superintendence  of  all  prisoners,  not  on  the  wheel, 
devolves  on  one  officer,  who  has  also  other  duties  to  perform ; 
it  may  therefore  be  supposed  that  the  discipline  is  not  very 
strictly  enforced.  The  governor  states  "th«^  is  too  mu<^ 
association,  which  tends  to  cause  misconduct;"  but  I  find 
the  number  of  punishments  was  only  22,  generally  for  *^  talking; 
or  injuring  prison  property/'  In  the  absence  of  any  efiective 
supervision  many  minor  breaches  of  the  prison  rules  must 
escape  observation,  but  there  appears  to  have  been  no  case  of 
serious  misconduct.  There  are  in  this  prison  16  cells  used  for 
separate  confinement ;  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  means  of 
separating  the  prisoners  should  be  extended,  both  in  the  male 
and  female  prisons. 


IPSWICH.— COUNTY  GAOL  AND  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  24ih  Augntt  1855.] 

Nxmiber  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection : — 

Males,    -    ^        -.         .  -      .      -  -  -  45 

Females  -  -  -  -  -  -      5 

Debtors  -  -  -  -  -  -  3 

Total       .  -  .  .  -  53 


Number  committed  during  the  year  :  — 

Male.          Female.  TotaL 

Criminals        -            -            367            61  428 

Debtors                         -              31              3  34 

Total               -            ...  462 


Showing  a  decrease  of  84  male  and  12  female  criminals  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  year. 

The  decrease  was  in  the  number  committed  for  trial  prin- 
cipally for  felony. 

The  prison  was  in  good  order  and  repair ;  there  have  been 
no  alterations  since  the  last  report. 

The  clothing  and  bedding  are  sufBdent ;  the  provisions  were 
of  good  quality ;  the  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  a  fraction 
above  Sd.  per  head. 

The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  is  represented  to  be 
"  very  good/'  One  death  occurred,  and  two  prisoners  were 
liberated  on  medical  grounds ;   one  a  vagrant  aflSicted  with 
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cancer ;  he  suffered  greatly^  and  was  removed  to  one  of  the 
Liondon  hospitals.  There  were  also  three  cases  of  small  pox ; 
but  proper  precautions  having  been  taken,  the  disease  did 
not  extend  to  the  other  prisoners. 

The  duties  of  the  chaplain  and  schoolmaster  have  been 
regularly  attended  to,  and  the  progress  made  by  the  prisoners 
appears  to  be  satisfactory ;  there  is  a  sufficient  library,  which 
is  much  used  by  the  prkonera 

The  number  of  punishments  was : — 

Hales     -  -  -  -  -68 

Females-  ...  .  .  -      5 

Total       -  -  -  -  -73 


The  prisoners  punished  were  principally  misdemeanants  for 
neglect  of  work  ;  there  has  been  one  case  of  corporal  punish-^ 
ment ;  ^'  a  vagrant  who  was  flogged  for  insubordinate  conduct." 
This  prisoner  was  under  punishment  when  I  inspected  the 
prison,  and  judging  firom  his  unruly  conduct  when  I  visited 
him  in  the  dark  cell,  I  anticipated  that  he  would  require  some 
more  severe  punishment  to  subdue  his  insubordinate  spirit ;  he 
afterwards  repeatedly  misconducted  himself,  and  it  was  found 
necessary  to  inflict  corporal  punishment,  which  had  the  desired 
effect. 

The  employments  carried  on  in  this  prison  are  picking 
oakum  and  making  gloves  and  mats.  Prisoners  are  also  em- 
ployed making  and  repairing  the  prison  clothes  and  shoes,  and 
in  the  general  repairs  of  the  gaoL 

The  clear  profit  on  work  done  for  sale  was  24iL  48.  8d. 
The  estimated  value  of  work  done  for  the  prison  was  50/. 
The  net  cost  per  prisoner  last  year  was  1^.  lO^d.  per  day. 
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The  number  committed  dunng  the  year  was  196  criminals 
and  18  debtoi*s,  showing  an  increase  of  48  criminals  and  5 
debtors  compared  with  tlie  preceding  year ;  the  increase  was 
principally  in  the  number  summarily  convicted. 

The  buildings  wei*e  in  good  repair.  I  called  the  attention 
of  the  governor  to  the  want  of  order  and  cleanliness  observable 
in  the  prison. 

The  clothing,  bedding,  and  diet  are  sufficient ;  the  pro* 
visions  were  of  good  quality  ;  the  daily  cost  of  the  food  was 
4}d  per  head. 

The  prisoners  made  no  complaints.  No  death  occurred  dur«> 
ing  the  year,  and  no  removal  on  medical  grounds. 

There  had  been  two  cases  of  small-pox,  but  the  disease  did 
not  extend  further.     The  surgeon  states : — 

^*  The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  remarkably  good ;  they 
certainly  improve  in  health  during  their  confinement." 

A  prisoner,  W.  P.,  had  made  two  attempts  to  hang  himsel£ 
The  first  attempt  was  made  on  the  26th  July,  the  day  on 
which  he  was  committed  for  trial ;  the  second,  on  the  21st 
August,  after  he  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  two  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour;  he  stated  to  me  that  he  had 
no  complaint  to  make  as  regards  the  prison,  but  that  he  was 
innocent  of  the  offence  with  which  he  was  charged ;  he  had 
no  other  reason  for  seeking  to  destroy  himself. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by  the 
chaplain ;  he  states  : — 

"  The  schoolmaster  discharges  his  duly  satisfactorih^  Tlie  pri- 
soners receive  instruction  four  hours  daily,  and  make  satisfactory 
progress  both  in  religious  and  secular  knowledge." 

The  general  conduct  of  the  prisonenj  is  represented  to  be 
"very  good;''  the  number  of  punishments  was — male  pri- 
soners, 45;  female,  13;  total,  58.  Misconduct  was  confined 
to  a  very  few  prisoners  ;  there  had  been  no  offence  of  a  grave 
character. 

The  prisoners  continue  to  pass  far  too  much  time  in  bed ; 
they  are  not  provided  with  any  light  in  their  cells,  and  go  to 
bed  at  six  in  summer  and  five  in  winter.  Picking  oakum 
and  crank  labour  are  the  only  employments  carried  on  in 
the  prison;  the  profit  on  the  labour  of  the  prisoners  was 
11?.  68.  6d.  Bread  and  meat  are  supplied  by  contract,  all  other 
provisions  and  stores  are  purchased  from  time  to  time  as  they 
are  required. 

The  net  cost  per  prisoner,  exclusive  of  any  charge  for  rent 
or  repairs,  was  27Z.  lis. 


« 
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TOSJBSMnUL 

BEVERLEY.— COUNTY  HOUSE  OP  COBKECTION. 
[Inspected. lit  Septonber  18X5.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection : — 

Males  ,-.-.--.-      47 

Females  -  •  -  •  -      19 

Total       •  .  .  .      66 


The  daily  avei-age  number  was  73. 
Number  committed  during  the  year  : — 

Males    -  -  -  -  •  -    483 

Females  -  -  -  -  -      91 

Total       -  •  •  -    574 
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He  has  a  class  for  religious  instruction  daily,  and  the 
schoolmaster,  whom  he  considers  well  qualified  for  his  duties, 
attends  the  school  four  hours  eveiy  day,  except  Saturday. 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was : — 

Male  prisoners  -  -  -  -  -    137 

Female  -  -  *  -  -      34 

Totel       .  .  -  -    17  J 

There  had  been  no  case  of  serious  misconduct. 

Some  prisoners  continue  to  be  employed  making  mats,  and 
as  tailors  and  shoemakers.  The  clear  profit  on  work  done  by 
them  was  1221.  12«.  9d.  The  estimated  value  of  work  done 
for  the  prison  was  1512.  5^.  6d  The  net  cost  per  prisoner  for 
-the  year  was^  23/. 

The  prisoners  (except  a  few  who  are  placed  in  separate  con* 
finement)  continue  to  pass  too  much  time  in  bed ;  they  go  to 
bed  at  6  o'clock  both  in  summer  and  winter. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

86 

40 

126 

8 

- 

8 

HULL.— GAOL  AND  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  31st  August  1855.] 
Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection  : — 

Criminals 
Debtors 

134 

Of  this  number  19  males  and  6  females  were  under  17 
years  of  age. 

The  daily  average  number  was,  criminals  135,  debtors,  7. 
The  number  committed  during  the  year  was : — 

Males.  Females.  Total 

Criminals       -  -    666  250  916 

Debtors  -  -      57  —  57 

Total        -        .        -    978 


Showing  a  decrease  of  15  male  and  an  increase  of  32  female 
criminals,  and  9  debtors.   , 

Drunkenness^  cheap  theatres,  and  dancing  places  are  prolific 
causes  of  crime  in  this  town.  The  criminal  returns  of  the 
borough  for  the  year  1854?,  show  that  of  1,579  males  and  429 
females  taken  into  custody  during  the  year,  523  males  and 
197  females  were  under  the  head  of  **  drunkards  "  and  "  disr 
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orderly/'  and  it  is  stated  that  most  of  the  crimes  committed 
both  against  the  person  and  property  arise  in  one  way  or 
other  fit>m  the  same  causa  Of  the  720  persons  above  referred 
to  128  were  under  20  years  of  age  ;  54  drunkards  were  between 
50  and  60  ;  and  18  were  above  60  years  of  age. 

There  are  in  this  town  295  houses  known  to  the  police,  in 
which  prostitutes  are  kept,  and  some  of  the  most  serious  cases 
of  theft  brought  before  the  quarter  sessions  are  connected 
with  these  houses ;  there  are  also  a  number  of  low  lodging 
houses,  some  of  which,  it  is  stated,  are  little  better  than 
brothels. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  building,  or  in  the 
discipline  of  the  prison  since  the  last  inspection.  The  buildings 
were  in  good  repair.  The  clothing  and  bedding  are  sufficient ; 
but  the  coir  mattresses  require  to  be  opened  out  and  teased.  I 
observed  in  some  of  them  that  the  coir  had  become  twisted 
into  hard  knots.  The  provisions  were  of  good  quality.  The 
daily  cost  of  the  food  was  4^ci  per  head. 
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He  adds  : 

*'  I  would  suggest  that  permission  should  be  granted  to  all  who 
need  instruction  to  attend  school  five  days  in  the  week,  during  the 
hour  immediately  before  and  afler  dinner ;  and  that  a  proportionate 
allowance  be  made  in  the  task-work  of  those  prisoners  who  avail 
themselves  of  this  privilege." 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was  : — 

Male  prisoners  -  -  -  •     1,274 

Females  ....       256 

Total  -  1,530 

The  oi*dinary  punishment  is  the  stoppage  of  a  portion  of  & 
meal  for  idleness  at  work.  There  has  been  one  case  of  corporal 
punishment. 

Three  prisoners  committed  for  i^ial  effected  their  escape  by 
forcing  their  way  through  the  inner  iron  gate  when  it  waa 
opened  to  admit  the  baker  with  the  bread  for  the  prison.  The 
head  turnkey,  who  attempted  to  intercept  them,  was  severely 
beaten.  They  got  possession  of  the  key  of  the  gate,  and 
succeeded  in  getting  out  of  the  prison ;  but  were  pursued  and 
immediately  recaptured.  When  brought  up  for  trial  other 
indictments  were  added  for  the  "  assault "  and  "  attempt  to 
break  prison  ;"  and  they  were  sentenced,  two  of  them  (against 
whom  previous  convictions  were  proved)  to  15  years'  trans- 
portation, and  the  other  to  4  years'  penal  servitude. 

Prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour  work  on  the  wheel 
and  pick  oakum.  There  are  26  separate  cells,  in  which 
prisoners  are  employed  making  rugs  and  all  sorts  of  mats, 
and  some  are  employed  in  the  shoemakers'  and  tailors' 
shops.  The  clear  profit  on  work  done  by  the  prisoners  was 
414i.  lis.  4fd.  The  estimated  value  of  work  done  for  the 
prison  was  9i)L 

In  my  report  for  the  year  1853,  I  noticed  the  insuflScient 
accommodation  afforded  in  this  prison  for  the  daily  average 
number  of  prisoners.  In  the  early  part  of  this  year  the 
visiting  justices,  in  their  quarterly  report,  refer  very  strongly 
to  this  subject,  more  especially  as  regards  the  female  prison. 

The  visiting  justices  in  their  next  report*  dated  5th  Ap  11, 
again  refer  to  the  subject  of  the  want  of  proper  accommodatiikL 
for  prisoners,  and  add — 

"  We  have  now  onlj  to  repeat  that  all  the  evils  pointed  out  in  the 
last  report  are  necessarilj  unabated,  and  render  the  gaol  not  only 
utterly  useless  by  the  plan  of  confinement  there  enforced  either  to 
deter  or  reform  ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that  it  tends  rather  to 
the  increase  than  the  diminution  of  crime." 
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Reports  on  separate  Prisons. 


Date. 

Name. 

Sentence. 

Disease. 

1855. 

Jan.  14 

J.S.      -    - 

12  months'  hard  labour   - 

Consumption. 

Feb.    6 

T.  G.    .    • 

"        »♦            »»               * 

Consumption. 

„     12 

J.  T.    -    . 

4  years'  penal  serritnde   - 

Visceral  disease. 

»     27 

RG.    -    . 

r                 »» 

Consumption. 

Mar.  13 

F.  D.    -    . 

8  months'  hard  hibonr     - 

Extensive  bums. 

n     26 

H.  L.    .    . 

4  months*  hard  labour 

Consumption. 

„    23  ;  T.  B.    -     - 

7  days            .        .        . 

Erysipelas  and  mortification 
of  lower  extremities. 

July  20  1  P.  B.    .    - 

4  years'  penal  servitude  - 

Inflammation  of  the  brain. 

The  three  prisoners,  EL  G.,  T.  B.,  and  H.  L.,  were  in  an 
advanced  state  of  disease  when  admitted  into  the  prison. 

One  prisoner,  T.  Q.  F.,  was  removed  to  a  Lunatic  Asylum 
on  the  25th  February.      It  is  stated,  "  he  was  unmistakeably 
**  affected  in  his  mind  when  received." 

A  prisoner,  G.  P.,  attempted  to  destroy  himself  on  the 
26th  May,  by  cutting  his  throat  with  a  knife,  which  was  given 
to  him  to  carry  on  the  trade  on  which  he  was  employed.  He 
was  committed  for  trial  for  stealing  iron,  and  had  only  been 
a  few  days  in  the  prison,  but  having  been  previously  convicted, 
he  was  apprehensive  of  a  severe  sentence,  and  in  a  moment  of 
despondency  was  led  to  commit  the  act.  He  was  tried  at  the 
following  sessions,  and  sentenced  to  1 2  months  imprisonment 
with  hard  labour. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by  the 
chaplain,  or  in  the  means  employed  for  the  instruction  of  the 
prisoners.  The  following  tabks  show  the  opportunities  for 
school  instruction,  and  the  degree  of  education,  when  received, 
of  1,007  prisoners,  who  came  more  particularly  under  the  ob- 
servation of  the  chaplain : 

Opportunities  for  Instruction. 


Attended  day  school  only 

„        Sunday  school  only    - 
„       both  day  and  Sunday 
school. 

Never  went  to  school 

No  information  -  •  - 

Total     - 


Session*. 

Total. 

Males. 

27 

21 

132 

Females. 
10 
11 
29 

Males. 
50 
66 

405 

Females. 
13 
34 
73 

100 
132 
639 

14 
8 

18 
6 

49 
5 

31 
5 

112 
24 

202 

74 

575 

156 

1,007 
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:56 


Ignorant 

Imper- 
fectly. 

1 
Tolerably. 

Well. 

No 
Return. 

Total 

Read 
Wrtie    - 

308 
588 

376 
280 

214 
84 

85 
31 

24 
24 

1,007 
1,007 

Ignorant 

Simple 
Rules. 

Compound 
Rales. 

Higher 
Rules. 

No 
Return. 

Arithmetic    - 

761 

80 

92 

50 

24 

1,007 

The  governor  states : 

"The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has,  upon  the  whole,  been  good, 
two  boys  only  having  been  reported  to  the  justices  for  misconduct 
during  the  year." 

The  number  of  punidiments  for  oflTences  committed  within 
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upon  an  average  2s.  Ad.  each  per  day,  at  the  rate  generally 
charged  for  such  labour. 

Referring  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  female  prisoners 
noticed  above,  I  find,  on  looking  at  former  returns,  that  this  in- 
crease has  been  progressive^  and  the  number  last  year  was 
43  above  the  average  of  the  preceding  five  years";  it  cannot 
therefore  be  attributed  to  any  temporary  cause.  The  number 
of  juvenile  offenders  committed  to  the  prison  was  177  (4  less 
than  in  the  preceding  year)  ;  of  this  number,  42  were  subse- 
quently discharged  for  want  of  evidence,  and  several  were 
recommitted ;  the  number  of  boys  actually  received  under 
sentence  was  96. 


WAKEFIELD.— COUNTY  HOUSE  OF  CORRECTION. 
[Inspected  28th  Sept.  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  inspection  : — 

Male.           Female.  TotaL 

Government  convicts      -        -        -       344            —  344 

West  Riding  prisoners    -        -         -       513           124  637 

Total    .        -       857  124  981 

Daily  average  number  of  West  Riding  prisoners : — 
Males    -         -          .-:--.     526 
Females -        -113 

Total  .        ....    639 

Number  committed  during  the  year : — 

Males 3,112 

Females  -.-.--•    7^1 

Total 3,873 


Of  this  number  970  were  vagrants,  943  felons,  and  591  for 
assaults. 

About  60  per  cent,  of  the  prisoners  committed  belong  to  the 
West  Riding. 

The  buildings  were  in  good  repair,  and  the  prison  dean  and 
in  good  order. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  since  the  last  report. 

On  the  day  of  inspection  there  were  15  prisoners  sick  in  the 
convict  prison,  and  six  males  and  twelve  females  in  the 
West  Riding  prison^ 
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Six  oaBTictB  died,  and  three  were  removed  on  medical 
grounds  during  the  year,  and  of  the  West  Riding  prisoners 
nine  died,  and  one  prisoner  (insane  on  committal)  was  removed 
to  a  lunatic  asylum. 

The  surgeon  of  the  West  Riding  prison  states : — 

"  With  the  exception  of  the  water,  which  is  about  to  be  submitted 
to  a  process  of  filtration  to  get  rid  of  the  impurities,  I  am  not  aware 
that  sickness  has  been  referable  to  the  locality,  state  of  the  buildings, 
employment,  or  diet  of  the  prisoners,  and  at  present  I  know  of  no 
removable  cause  of  disease  existing  in  the  establishment." 

The  surgeon  of  the  convict  prison  states  :— 

**  I  have  recommended  that  air  shall  be  introduced  directly  from 
without  into  the  cells  ;  several  plans  are  now  under  consideration, 
and  as  soon  as  one  is  determined  upon  the  necessary  alterations  will 
be  made." 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  duties  performed  by  the 
chaplains  and  schoolmasters;  but  an  arrangement  has  been 
made  by  which  the  Roman  Catholic  prisoners  may  be  assem- 
bled once  a  week  for  divine  service,  in  addition  to  the  private 
visits  in  their  cells  paid  to  them  by  the  priesi  The  general 
conduct  of  the  prisoners  is  represented  to  be  good.    The  number 
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was  immediately  answered  by  the  officer."'  It  was  fiofimd  that 
he  had  inflicted  a  severe  wound,  probably  more  so  than  he 
had  intended ;  his  object  was  to  procore  his  removal  firom 
separate  confinement. 

Two  prisoners  effected  their  escape  from  the  prison,  one  a 
convict,  by  breaking  through  the  wall  of  his  ceU  into  the  airing 
yard ;  the  other,  a  county  prisoner,  who  was  retaken  the  same 
day. 


YORK  CASTLE. 
[Inspected  14th  July  1855.] 

Number  of  prisoners  on  the  day  of  ini^ection  ; 

Male.  Female. 

Criminals  -        -     90  26 

Debtors  •  .        *     80  2 


Daily  average  number . — 

Criminals 
Debtcrs 


Total 


TotaL 

116 

82 

198 


1261 
206 


Committed  during  the  year : — 

Male. 
Criminals    -  -        237 

Debtors       -  -        512 


Female. 

Total. 

87 

274 

14 

626 

800 


Thers  was  a  decrease  of  19  male  criminals  compared  with 
the  preceding  year,  and  an  vacreaae  of  14  females  and  165 
debtors. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  either  in  the  building  or  in 
the  discipline  of  the  gaol.     I  again  called  the  attention  of  the 
visiting  justices  to   the  diet,   which  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
sufficient  for  prisoners  employed   at  hard   labour  for  long^ 
periods. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  an  amended  diet  table  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  magistrates  assembled  in  gaol  sessions,  but  it 
was  not  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Two  prisoners  died  during  the  year,  and  one  (a  female)  was 
pardoned  on  medical  grounds. 
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The  usual  weekly  and  daily  services  and  duties  are  per- 
formed by  the  chaplain.  The  schoolmaster  assembles  the 
prisoners  for  instruction  in  clasees.  Each  prisoner  attends 
school  twice  weekly,  three'hours  each  time.  They  are  atten- 
tive, and  make  satisGactory  progresa. 

llie  labour  carried  on  within  the  prison  continues  the  same 
as  noticed  in  my  former  reports.  The  dear  profit  on  work 
done  by  contract  (sawing  and  polishing  marble  slabs)  was 
249;.  98.  2d. 

Estimated  value  of  work  done  for  the  prison,  498L  148. 

Daily  cost  of  the  food,  criminals,  6ld.  per  head,  debtors,  S^d. 

The  prisoners  are  all  in  association,  and  are  under  no  super- 
vision, except  while  at  labour  (sawing  and  polishing  marble) ; 
and  even  here  the  supervision  is  very  imperfect. 

The  chief  offences  committed  by  prisoners  are  "  quarrelling," 
and  "  communicating  with  each  other,"  arising  from  the  absence 
of  proper  supervision. 

The  number  of  punishments  awarded  was — 

Male  prisoners     -  .  -  -  «  212 
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The  number  of  commitments  was : — 

Males    ------    831 

Females  -  -  -  "  -     143 

Total j474 

84  males  and  17  females  above  the  number  committed  in  the 

There  has  been  no  alteration  either  in  the  building  or  in  the 
discipline  of  the  prison  since  the  last  inspection.  The  botm- 
dary  wall  is  not  secure  ;  I  called  attention  to  the  weak  points 
and  to  the  great  accumulation  of  stone  in  the  stone-yard, 
which  may  afibrd  to  an  active  prisoner  the  means  of  escape. 
On  the  11th  August  (one  month  after  my  visit),  three 
prisonere  attempted  to  escape ;  but  fortunately  the  governor 
had  reason  to  suspect  such  an  attempt  would  be  made,  and 
was  enabled  to  defeat  their  plans.  The  prisoners  were  punished 
by  the  visiting  justices  for  the  oflfence,  and  the  attention  of  the 
Gaol  Finance  Committee  was  directed  to  the  insecurity  of  the 
prison ;  additional  spikes  were  fixed  on  the  wall,  and  some 
further  plan  is  to  be  adopted  to  lender  the  yards  more  secure. 

The  amended  diet,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  has 
been  twelve  months  in  use,  and  is  found  sufficient  in  all  cases. 

The  daily  cost  of  the  food  was  5^d.  per  head. 

No  death  occurred  during  the  year,  and  there  were  no 
removals  on  medical  grounds. 

The  chaplain  performs  two  full  services  on  Sunday,  and 
reads  prayers  on  the  mornings  of  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and 
Saturday.  On  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  the  governor 
reads  prayers  (selected  from  the  Liturgy)  and  a  portion  of 
Scripture  to  the  prisoners.  The  female  prisoners  receive 
instruction  from  the  chaplain  eveiy  Tuesday,  and  the  male 
prisoners  on  Thursday,  but  there  is  no  schoolmaster.  The 
chaplain  states,  "  The  prisoners  make  as  much  progress  as  can 
be  reasonably  expected."  He  complains  of  the  absence  of  all 
means  of  separation,  and  the  want  of  sufficient  instruction  and 
employment  for  the  prisoners  ;  at  present  there  is  no  employ- 
ment for  male  prisonei-s  except  breaking  stones:  the  unem- 
ployed are  associated  without  any  supervision. 

The  staff  of  this  prison  is  not  sufficient ;  the  visiting  justices 
are  therefore  compelled  frequently  to  call  in  one  of  the  city 
police  to  assist  in  carrying  out  the  discipline.  I  pointed  out  the 
objections  to  the  employment  of  a  police  officer  within  the 
prison  walls,  and  recommended  that  another  permanent  officer 
should  be  appointed  instead.     I  also  suggested  that  it  was 
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desirable  the  new  officer  should  be  qualified  to  instruct  the 
prisoners  both  in  school  and  in  some  useful  employments. 

The  number  of  punishments  for  prison  offences  was  118 ; 
they  were  principally  for  quarrelling  and  neglect  of  work. 
One  prisoner  was  placed  in  irons  for  24  hours.  He  was  known 
to  have  a  knife  concealed  on  his  person,  and  being  a  veiy 
powerful  man,  the  governor  was  compelled  to  procure  the 
assistance  of  two  warders  from  the  castle  to  search  him. 

There  has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  the  discipline  of  the 
stone-yard,  where  the  prisoners  are  employed  in  task  work. 
The  profit  on  the  labour  of  the  prisoners  during  the  year  waa 
78Z.  The  value  of  the  work  done  for  the  prison  was  estimated 
at  lOL    The  net  cost  per  prisoner  was  14i.  9*.  lid. 

The  provisions  and  stores  which  have  hitherto  been  pur- 
chased by  the  governor  from  time  to  time  as  required,  are  in 
future  to  be  supplied  by  contract. 
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DIRECTORS  OF  CONVICT  PRISONS 


nSGEPLKHl  m>  MAVlfflOmiT 


PENTONVILLE,  MILLBANK,  AND  PARKHURST 

PRISONS, 


AVD  OV 


PORTLAND,  PORTSMOUTH,  DARTMOOR,  CHATHAM,  AND 

BRIXTON  PRISONS,  WITH  FULHAM   REFUGE  AND 

THE   INVALID   HULKS, 

In  fhe  Tew  1868. 

J^meniedtohotkHoutetttfPlariiameHtbjf  Command  of  Her  Mtgu^. 


LONDON: 

FBINTED  BT  GEOBOE  K.  ETBE  AND  WIIXIAII  SFOTTISWOODJ^ 

nuanos  to  tbb  vssxtft  wast  yxcw.i.wrr  xmnr. 

TOB  BBS  MAJBSrrS  STATIOMEBT  OFFICE. 

1857. 
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General  contends: 


Beport  on  Fentonvflle  Prison  (Fourteenth)  •  .  •  8 

i  Mfllbtok  Prison               -  -  -  '  «9' 

8  ParUmrst  Prison             -  •  -  35 

4  Porduid  Prison  (Serenth)  .   -        .  •129 

5  Portsmouth  Prison  •  -  «  -  177 

6  Dartmoor  Prison  -  .  •  .  213 

7  Chatham  Prison  •  -  -  *  -  281 

8  Brixton  Prison    -  -  -  -  819 

9  Pulham  Refuge  -  -  -  -  -  849 
10  Hulk  Establishment         -  -  -  -  367 
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PENTONVILLE    PRISON. 


REPORT, 

For  the  Year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Peutonville  Prison,  m  pursuance  of  the 
Act  5  V]ct«  cap.  29)  sec.  13; — specifying  the  State  of  the 
Bculdings,  the  Behaviour  and  Conduct  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts,  the  Amount  of  the  Earn- 
iBgs  of  the  Convicts,  and  the  Expense  of  the  Prison ;  and 
such  other  Matters  relating  to  the  Discipline  and  Manage- 
ment thereof,  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary 
of  State  shall  direct. 


Pre$emied  to  both  Homes  of  ParUament  by  Command  qf  Her  Majesty. 


To  mifi  Right  Honourable  Sib  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State  for  tlte  Home  Department, 

Sir,  45,  Parliament  Street^  1857. 

We  heg  to  submit  the  following  Report  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  above  recited* 

Buildings. 

The  buildings  are  in  substantial  repair,  and  no  material  Buildings, 
alterations  have  been  made  during  the  year  1866.     The 
minor  repairs  which  were  executed  are  mentioned  in  detail 
m  the  Governor's  Report. 

Condv-ct  of  Officers. 
The  superior  oflScers  of  the  prison  have  given  satisfaction,  g^duct  of 
The  subordinate  officers  have  also,  with  the  exception  of    ^"* 
two,  whom  it  was  found  necessary  to  discharge,  performed 
their  duties  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Conduct  of  Prisoners. 

The    prison    offences    committed    during   the  year  are  conduct  or 
mentioned  in  detail  in  the   Governor's  Report^  Appendix,  ^*'***®^ 
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page  14.  AmoDg  them  will  be  seen  one  most  serious 
crime — ^that  of  stabbing  an  officer.  The  act  was  committed 
by  a  prisoner  learning  to  make  shoes.  He  deliberately  stabbed 
his  instructor  in  the  shoulder  with  the  knife  used  in  his  trade. 
Happily  the  wound  did  not  prove  fatal,  though  very  nearly 
so.  lue  prisoner  was  tried,  and  sentenced  to  transportation 
for  life.  The  officer  still  feels  the  effects  of  the  stab  when 
any  extra  bodily  exertion  is  required,  though  the  wound 
itself  is  healed. 

The  total  number  of  offences  reported  was  522,  of  which 
41  were  dismissed*  and  44  were  disposed  of  by  admonition. 

Of  1,054  priscmers  confined  in  1856, 809  were  not  punished 
at  all,  a  satisfactory  proof  that  the  general  conduct  of  the 
prisoners  was  good. 

In  the  Pentonville  penal  class,  40  prisoners  were  received 
from  public  works  prisons,  to  undergo  another  period  of 
separate  confinement ;  38  were  sent  again  to  public  works 
from  the  penal  class,  having  undergone  that  otner  period  of 
separate  confinement,  in  respect  or  which,  35  bad  redeemed 
themselves  so  far  as  to  marked  "  good,**  only  3  continuing 
to  be  regarded  as  "  bad."  They  have  subsequently  been 
reported  as  follows : — 

Good  ....        26 

Indifferent  -  -  •  -  2 

Bad  .  .  .  •        11 

38 


Escapes. 
The  escape  of  two  prisoners  on  the  IQth  of  March  1866, 
is  narrated  in  the  Governor's  Report,  page  14.      This  is  the 
second  attempt  that  has  succeeaed  smce  the  occupation  of 
the  prison.     The  first  was  effected  some  years  ago  by  a 
notorious  offender  named  Hackett,  who,  so  far  as  could  be 
ascertained,  was  unassisted  by  any  one.   The  weak  points  of 
which  Hackett  took  advantage  were  immediately  made  good, 
and  no  repetition  of  his  exploit  was  at  all  likely — indeed,  is 
hardly  possible.     But  a  careful  examination  into  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  escape  proved  the  assistance  by  some 
oflBcer  of  the  establishment.     There  was  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  sustain  a  prosecution  against  any  individual,  yet^ 
certain  facts  pointed  so  conclusively  to  one  person  as  havings 
provided  the   material  means   by  which   the  escape  was 
effected,  that  we  were  not  justified  in  retaining  him  longer  in 
the  service,  and  accordingly  directed  him  to  be  discharged. 
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Number  and  DupomI  ofPriMomett. — ExpemeM^  ^c. 

Number  and  DUpoMol  ofFrunmets. 

Bemaining  3Ut  December  1855     -  -      261  ^diSL 

Admitted  in  the  year  1656  -  79S 


Diflposed  of  as  foUowB : — 

TnHiiifi»nd  to  Portlud  Friacm       -  268 

n              Portmoutli  j»          *            -  118 

^              Dartmoor     ^           -            -  22 

"Warrior ''Hulk    -            -  20 

''Defence*'    „         -            -  8 

**  Stirling  Cartle"  Hulk        -  4 

Bethlehem  Hospital  (insane)  2 

Newgate  Graol,  to  await  t[ial  1 

Pardoned  free        -           -            -            •  3 

,,         conditional          -            -            -  1 

Discharged  on  licence  (from  Bermuda)         -  54 

,,                 medical  grounds        -            -  1 

Esouped     .            -            ...  2 

Deaths        -            ....  3 


1,054 


n 


496 
Bemaining  Slst  December  1856     -  -      558 


1,054 


Daily  ayerage  number,  477. 

Expenses  of  the  Prison  and  Prisoners*  prodacHve  Labour. 

The  total  expenses  for  the  financial  year,  ending  March 
81, 1857,  exclusive  of  buildings,  amounted  to  14,694/.  19^.1  Irf. 
as  shewn  under  the  usual  heads  in  Appendix,  page  18,  which 
is  reduced  by  sundry  receipts  and  value  of  pnsoners'  labour 

to  13,311/.  12*.  9rf. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  prisoners'  general  em- 
plo3anents,  though  the  quantity  of  the  cloth  woven  has  been 
diminished,  in  consequenee  of  the  stock  on  hand  accumula- 
ting in  excess  of  what  was  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  convicts. 
Only  57,912  yards  were  woven  during  the  year,  but,  if 
needed,  the  quantity  may  be  increased  by  an  annual  addition 
of  20,000  or  30,000  yards.  At  page  17  in  the  Appendix, 
the  Governor's  Report  contains  a  statement  of  the  articles 
made  and  repaired  ;  also  a  statement  of  the  average  number 
of  prisoners  employed  in  each  trade  and  the  estimated  earn- 
ings per  prisoner« 

Health  and  Mental  Condition  of  the  Prisoners. 

The  Report  made  by  Mr.  Bradley,  surgeon  to  the 
eitaUishment,   on  the    sanitary  condition  of   the   prison, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S  PembmoiUe  Pri»mu 

accompanied  by  the  usual  statistical  taUes^  is  given  in  the 
Appendix. 

In  1856,  3  deaths  occurred ;  the  particulars  are  stated  in 
Table  5,  page  35  of  the  Appendix.  The  prisoner  who  acci- 
dentally choked  himself  had  filched  the  piece  of  meat  that 
stuck  in  hi»  throat,  and  was  therefi)ce  in  the  g^reatest  haste 
to  swallow  it ;  he  paid  the  penalty  with  his  life. 

Excluding  the  above  case,  the  deaths  were  4*2  per  mille. 
suiddes.        No  attempt  at  suicide  occurred  during  year  1856. 

The  daily  per  centage  of  sick  has  been  in  each  of  the  last 
four  years  as  follows : — 

1853  .  -  -  .  218 

1864  .  -  .  -  313 

1856  -  ...  2-27 

1856  .  .  .  •  3-33 

The  mean  daily  per-centage  of  ten  years  previously,  fi-om 
1843  to  1852  inclusive,  was  3*46. 

Mr.  Bradley  ascribes  the  increase  of  the  daily  sick  in 
1856  over  the  three  preceding  years  to  an  unusual  number 
of  prisoners  having  been  affected  with  disease  when  received. 

One  prisoner  was  discharged  with  a  licence  on  medical 
grounds. 
Inanity.  The  full  particulars  of  two  prisoners  who  became  insane 
are  given  by  Mr.  Bradley  in  his  Report  in  the  Appendix, 
page  29-  Both  were  removed  to  Bethlehem  hospital. 
.  Three  cases  of  delusion  are  reported.  Of  these  one 
recovered;  the  other  two  are  still  under  treatment,  and 
some  improvement  has  taken  place. 

Three  prisoners  were  removed  on  mental  grounds,  having; 
been  found  unfit  to  undergo  the  usual  discipline  of  the 
prison. — See  Table  No.  9>  page  36. 

No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  diet. 

The  prison  has  been  throughout  clean,  and  the  drainage 
good. 

The  general  ventilation  has  been  satisfactory,  except  in 
the  two  cases  mentioned  by  the  Medical  Officer  in  the 
Appendix,  page  30.  The  defect  related  by  him,  in  the 
second  case,  which  nearly  led  to  fatal  results,  was,  however, 
unconnected  with  the  general  system  of  ventilation  in  the 
prison.  The  cells  where  it  occurred  were  not  originally 
constructed  for  the  constant  confinement  of  prisoners,  but 
rather  for  casual  occupation  as  workshops  or  to  hold 
stores,  and  are  situated  in  the  basement  story.  Some  years 
ago,  when  additional  prison   acconunodation  was  needed^ 
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they  were  altered  and  fitted  upon  the  plan  of  tbe  other  cells 
in  almost  eTery  respect ;  but«  instead  of  their  being  wanned 
by  tbe  ordinary  heatmg  apparatus,  it  was  thought  advisable, 
m  consideration  of  certain  difficulties  existing  in  the  build- 
ings, to  use  Nettleton's  stoves  in  tbe  corridor.  Since  the 
accident,  the  entire  apparatus  has  been  carefully  examined, 
and  such  remedies  applied  as  appeared  likely  to  prevent  its 
recurrence. 

Religiotis  and  Moral  Instructioiu 

The  Chaplain*s  Report  appears  in  the  Appendix.  SdSSSa 

The  system  of  teaching  in  all  details  remains  the  same  as  inrtmction. 
before,  and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Kingsmill  has  drawn  up  Tables  which  are  appended  to 
his  Report,  showing  a  comparison  between  the  first  1,000 
prisoners  received  mto  the  prison — commencing  in  1843 — 
and  the  last  1,000  prisoners  removed  from  the  prison,  with 
reference  to  the  extent  of  their  knowledge  on  admission,  and 
when  they  were  removed ;  the  schools  in  which  they  had 
been  educated,  their  crimes,  and  their  previous  ocaipations. 
He  also,  in  Table  No.  5,  gives  the  "educational  status  of 
1,000  of  the  general  prison  population,  according  to  returns 
in  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons  last  Report** 

As  might  have  beeu  expected,  the  first  1,000  and  the  last 
1,000  convicts  present  much  the  same  aspects  as  regards 
education  on  admission ;  and  if  we  combine  the  "  tolerably** 
and  the  "imperfectly**  under  the  head  of  "reading,**  the 
similarity  will  be  thought  remarkable.  On  removal,  it  will 
be  observed  that  the  attainments  of  the  first  1,000  were 
higher  than  the  last  1,000,  but  the  former  were  detained,  on 
an  average,  eighteen  months,  while  the  latter  did  not  much 
exceed  half  that  period;  and  therefore  the  comparison  is 
actually  in  favour  of  the  present  arrangements,  and  the  way 
they  are  carried  into  effect. 

When  the  educational  status  of  the  ordinary  prispn  popu- 
lation sentenced  at  assizes  and  sessions,  and  excluding 
summary  convictions,  is  compared  with  that  of  convicts, 
the  latter  is  far  higher  than  the  former ;  probably  because 
many  of  the  convicts  learned  to  read  and  write  during  their 
previous  imprisonments,  and  on  the  other  hand,  many  of  the 
former,  when  in  the  natural  course  of  theives*  lives,  they 
receive  their  final  sentences  of  penal  servitude  or  transporta- 
tion, will  prove  to  have  acquired  the  power  of  reading  and 
art  of  writing ;  and  unfortunately  is  one  of  many  convincing 
proofs,  that  "  the  greater  the  crime  the  higher  will  be  found 
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the  degree  of  education.'*  Mr.  Kingsmill  truly  says  **  Mere 
education  cannot  be  received  either  as  a  panacea  or  preven- 
tative of  serious  crime ;  it  is  plainly  a  power  which  acts  both 
ways,  for  evil  and  for  good,  according  to  the  religious  prin- 
ciples and  moral  habits  of  those  who  possess  it.** 

Conclusion. 

€6bukm.  We  have  to  state  in  conclusion,  that  the  discipline,  man- 
agement, and  general  arrangements,  continued  to  be  the 
same  in  1856  as  they  were  in  the  year  1855. 

We  have  the  h<»iour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  Servants, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  Chairman^ 
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APPENDIX. 


I. 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen^  PentonviUe  Prison,  January  1,  1857. 

I  BEO  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  past  year. 

BuiLDiKoa 

The  following  alterations  and  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
buildings,  &c.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  boundary  wall  has  been 
repointed ;  the  skylights  have  been  thoroughly  examined  and  painted ; 
the  compo  at  the  lodges  and  outer  terrace  walls  has  been  substantially 
repaired  with  Roman  cement ;  the  stairs  and  bridges  have  been  relaid 
with  lead ;  seyeral  of  the  conduct  pipes,  having  become  thoroughly 
corroded,  have  been  replaced  with  new.  An  open  area  has  been  sunk 
at  the  back  of  the  Assistant  Chaplain's  house,  by  which  means  the 
basement  floor  which  had  become  damp,  is  now  properly  ventilated. 
A  new  wash-house  for  the  fiBunilies  of  officers  and  servants,  who 
have  no  convenience  for  washing  at  their  quarters,  has  been  built  on 
part  of  the  buildiug  shed,  and  the  old  wash-house  converted  into  a 
living  room,  and  added  to  the  residence  of  the  foreman  of  works. 
The  asphalte  floor  of  the  Steward's  ofiice,  for  the  purpose  of  curing 
the  damp,  has  been  removed  and  replaced  by  one  of  wood  The 
whole  of  the  walks  for  prisoners  belonging  to  the  rope-exercise  yards 
have  been  covered  with  slate  paving,  and  six  new  retorts  are  now 
being  set  up  at  the  gas-works,  in  place  of  the  old  ones  worn  out 

The  buildings  generally  are  in  good  order  and  condition,  except  the 
ventilating  and  warming  apparatus  in  the  D  division,  which  require 
a  careful  survey  and  immediate  repair ;  the  inner  terrace  walk  and 
piers  at  the  south  entrance,  which  require  to  be  re-compoed  ;  some 
portion  of  the  boundary  wall,  which  must  be  re-pointed ;  and  such 
other  portions,  chiefly  in  connexion  with  the  several  apparatus, 
drains,  closets,  gi^  fittings^  basins,  locks,  fastenings,  &c.,  as,  after 
several  years'  wear  and  tear,  are  necessarily  of  almost  daily  occurrence. 

SUBOKDINATE  OFFICERS. 

The  conduct  of  the  subordinate  officers  has  been  generally  satis- 
&ctory. 
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QofMtiri  Prisoners. 

Number  atid  Disposal  of  Prisoners. — 

Remaining  31st  December  1855        -            -            -  261 

Admitted  in  1856                  .            •            .            .  793 

1,054 

Disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

Transferred  to  Portland  Prison        -            .            .  262 

„                Portsmouth  „            -            -            -  118 

„                Dartmoor      „            -            -            -  22 

"  Warrior "  Hulk  -            -            -  20 

„                  "Defence"        „                   .            .  3 

„                  « Stirling  Castle"  Hulk       -            -  4 

yy                 Betblem  Hospital  (insane)  -            -  2 

,,                 Newgate  Gaol,  to  await  trial            •  1 

Pardoned  free           .....  3 

„        conditional            ....  1 

Discharged  on  licence           -            -            -            -  54 

„              medical  grounds        -             -            -  1 

Escaped       ......  2 

Deaths         ......  3 


496 
Remaining  31st  December  1856    -  -  -558 

Daily  average  number,  477. 

Ages— 

45  were  under  the  ageof  17  years. 


1,054 


341  were 

between 

n 

17  and  23  years. 

141 

>» 

» 

25 

n 

30    „ 

107 

» 
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30 

» 

35     „ 

64 

yy 

» 

35 

iy 

40    „ 

35 

» 

» 

40 

» 

45    „ 

27 

M 

» 

45 

» 

50    „ 

22 

» 

» 

50 

yy 

55    „ 

10 

>» 

» 

55 

» 

60    „ 

1 
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60 

9> 

65    „ 

793 
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qgwwMrti      Penal  Class. — Of  these  496  prisoners,  40  having  hjr  misoonduct 
--^      forfeited  their  past  service,  were  received  from  the  various  Grovem- 


meut  prisons  and  hulks  to 
Tlleir  number  and  final 

undei^.] 
dispo^  ] 

&  second  probataon. 
8  thus  shown : — 

or  how  otherwise  disposed  oi; 
after  Second  Probation. 

Prisons  and  Halks. 

No. 

Place. 

No. 

Pirkhttwt  Prison   - 
Portland          „      .        .        - 
Dartmoor       „      .       -        - 
Portsmoatli     „      .        -        . 
"Warrior"  Hoik   -       - 
^  Stirling  CasUe"  Hulk 

16 
15 

Pbrtland         ^        .       .       • 

Dartmoor       „         -       -       . 
-Defence  "Hulk 
-SUrlingCasUe-Hnlk     -        - 
Discharged  on  Free  Paidon 

Total     .... 

21 

18 

Total    .       .       - 

40 

40 

Escapes — 

Begrs.  6,336  and  6,337»  two  notorious  burglars,  efiect^  their  escape 
with  sins^ular  personal  daring  and  peril  of  life  on  the  night  of  the 
19th  March,  the  difficulties  they  encountered  being  so  formidable^ 
and  the  means  of  surmounting  them  so  cleyerlj  contrived  and 
executed,  that  little  doubt  existed  with  those  whose  dutj  it  was  to 
investigate  the  transaction,  that  they  received  assistance  from  one 
of  the  prison  officers,  other  circumstances  strengthening  the  im- 
pression. The  officer  suspected  was  discharged.  The  prisoners 
were  subsequently  recaptured,  tried,  and  convicted  for  this  offence  ; 
one  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  and  sentenced  to  14  years* 
transportation,  on  the  13th  May — his  original  sentence  having  been 
four  years'  penal  servitude  ;  the  other  at  the  Lancaster  Assizes,  held 
at  Liverpool,  and  sentenced  to  20  years*  penal  servitude,  on  the  12th 
August — his  original  sentence  having  b^n  14  years*  transportation* 

Reports,  PunishmentSy  Admonitions^  and  Reports  dismissed — 

Eoports        -        -  522 

Punishments         ------       402 

Additional  offences  embraced  in    the  402 1  ^i^ 

punishments    .----/ 

Total 419 

Not  punished,  on  medical  or  other  special )  ^g 

grounds   ------/ 

Admonitions         -        -        -        -        -        -        44 

Beports  dismissed         .        -        .        -        .         41 

622 

Nature  of  Offences — 

Communicating  by  writing,  at  school,  chapel,  exercise,  and 
in  corridors  ---------47 

Communicating  by  talking,  &c.,  same  places      -        •        -  160 
Communicating  through  water-taps,  knocking  on  cell  walls,&c  13 
Refusing  to  work,  attend  chapel,  school,  or  exercise,  and 
otlier  insubordinate  acts        ------    58 

.  Carried  forward  -.--..  278 
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Brooglit  forward  --•...  278 
DiitartHDg  sdml  and  chi^  *  *  -  -  •  -  16 
Writing  on  and  wiUnlly  destrojing  books,  kc  •  .  T  n 
Writing  obscene  and  filthj  eommonications  -  .  -  11 
Sbonting,  whistling,  swearing,  singing,  breaking  fnnitiire, 

windows,  and  other  riolence  in  cells,  and  Tetaidarr  -  51 
Stabbing  officer       ••..«.^^^. 

Assanhing  officers  yiokntlj I      ^ 

Threatening  Ufe  of  or  other  riolence  to  officers  -        .22 

Threatening  and  obseene  and  disgusting  language  to  tiie 

Threatening  life  of  medical  officer              ^        •        I        I  o 

Threatening  schoobnaator *  j 

Making  hcOes  in  cell  winddws  for  seeing  out  •  •  -  6 
HaTing  prohibited  arUdes  c<mcealed  to  facilitete  escapes,  or 

make  assaults,  Ac  -  -  -  .  .  .  ,  o 
Making  preparations  for  and  attempting  to  escape  by  break* 

ing  walls,  fcc-         -        .        .        ...        .5 

Wilfully  destroying  wearing  apparel,  combs,  knires,  &C.  I  80 
D^adng  and  cutting  chapel  stalls    -        •        ,        .        •      7 

WiUnlly  destroying  work  malerials  -        -        .        .        I  i 

Misappropriating  prison  proper^  -  -  -  .  I  7 
Purloining  andexchanging  breadC  meat,  he.  in  association  as 

cooks,  bakers,  Ac. ,0 

Inciting  other  prisoners  to  laughter  and  breaches  of  rules  '  4 
Fighting  and  wrangling  in  association  -  .  .  .12 
Preferring  false  charges  aeainst  officers  •  •  .  I  1 
Disfiguring  their  persons  by  cutting  their  hair  -  -  '4 
Having  cells  in  a  filthy  state,  and  disobedience  --To 
Having  tobacco  in  possession    -        -        -        •        .  jp 

Refusing  to  take  food -"2 

Alleging  that  food  was  poisoned        -        -        -        I        I      o 
Indecency        •"•---•.        !« 
Attempting  to  bribe  an  officer  to  post,  letters      '        I        I      2 
FUnging  a  letter  for  post  over  the  wall,  addressed  to  the  finder      1 
Kefusing  to  give  up  and  swallowing  papers  of  communi- 
cation  ------._  I 

Escaped ---2 

Reported  offences  •        .        .        .        ^        ^        -"5^ 

"""  FriKMienL       PimisbiiMiits. 

Once        -        -        -        .        . 

Twice 

Thrice  -        •        «        •        . 

4t]me8  •        •        •        •        . 

fi    ,• 

«    „ 

7  „ 

8  „ 


Not  punished  •        .        • 

Total     .        -       •  -1,054 


161 

161 

48 

96 

18 

54 

9 

86 

3 

15 

3 

18 

2 

14 

1 

8 

■    I  ■ 

243 

402 

809 
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Abticlxs  made  and  repaired  daring  1856.  Oomnot^t 

Biport. 

Tailobs: — 

Jackets,  prisoners*            •           •        made  6,024 

Trowseps,       ,»     -            -            •            n  3,568 

Waistcoats,    „      -            -            -           „  12,875 

Jackets,  Liberty  -           •            -            „  478 

Waistcoats,  „       -            -           -            „  1,327 

Trowsers,     „       -            -            -            „  705 

Aprons        -        -            -            -            w  12 

Stocks-                -            -            -            „  520 

Hammocks           -            *            *            »»  483 

Hammock  girths  •            -            •            „  483 

Beds  and  pillows              -            •           „  62 

Caps         -            -            •           .            „  310 

Braces     -            -           -            -            w  2,018  pairs. 

Flannel  shirts,  drawers,  and  linen  jackets  „  165 

Tablecloths,  handkerchiefs,  dusters,  &c    „  483 

Great  coats,  officers*  do^  and  pilot  do.     „  183 

Coats,  jackets,  and  trowsers,  uniform  do.  „  40 
Jackets,  vests,  &  trowsers  (prisoners')  repaired  3,013 

Beds  and  hanmiocks          -            -            »  369 
Caps         ....            lined   428 

Shoemaksbs  :-— 


Shoes,  men's 

• 

. 

made 

4,707  pairs. 

Ditto,  women's 

- 

- 

»> 

1,242    „ 

Boots,  nailed 

- 

- 

» 

942    „ 

Slippers 

- 

- 

» 

68    „ 

Hammock  straps   - 

- 

* 

» 

3,959 

Hammock  heads,  leathered  and  fitted 

w 

1,122 

Shoelaces 

• 

• 

M 

500 

Cocoa -fibre  matting 

-  1 

Bewn  and  bound 

877  yards. 

Shoes        . 

- 

-  repaired 

2,430 

Knee  caps 

- 

- 

» 

204 

Hammock  straps  - 

- 

- 

» 

206 

WsAVSRs: — 

Prison-cloth 

- 

- 

made  57,912  yards. 

Shirting 

- 

- 

» 

7,669    „ 

Towelling 

- 

- 

» 

2,275    „ 

Handkerchiefs 

- 

- 

9> 

189  dozen. 

Hatmakebs: — 

Bordered  mats 

. 

. 

made  1,788 

Improved  double  thrumb 

- 

» 

1,596 

Sennot  mats 

. 

• 

„ 

73 

Plain  cocoa  and  brush  ditto 

. 

f$ 

314 

Cocoa-fibre  matting 

. 

• 

» 

1,183  yards. 

Canvas 

. 

. 

99 

188     „ 

Bugs  and  fancj  ditto 

- 

- 

n 

52 

Bed  rugs  - 

m 

- 

w 

475 
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Governor's       AVERAGE  NuHBER  of  PRISONERS  employed  and  estimated  Amount  of 
^:S^'  Earnings. 


Average 
Number  of 
Prisoners 
employed. 


170 

87 
96 

77 

15 
9 

15 


469 


Trades. 


Tailors       -  -     - 
Wearers     -        -        t. 
Shoemakers  _     •        - 
Matmakers  -        -        - 

{Bricklayers,  carpenters,! 
and  smiths  •*    -        -*j 
Cooks  and  bakers 
Sick,  and  prisoners  em. 
ployed  as  artizans  on 
medical  grounds 


no 


Total  Earnings. 


£     M,  d. 

1,13S     5  Oi 

95J     7  5 

1,084  12  IH 

383  11  10 

100  19  2 
Nil. 
Nil. 


£3,658  16     4  J 


Average 

EUunings  per 

Prisoner. 


£     9. 

6  13 

11     0 

11     6 


2 
1 
0 


4  19     8 
6  14     7 

Nil. 

Nil 


Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  Pentonviile  Prison,  for 
year  ending  dlst  March  1867. 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks  - 

Wages  of  subordinate  oAcers  and  servants  -  -     .  - 

Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment -  -  -  -  - 

Eations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 

Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants     -  -  -      - 

Victualling  prisoners 

Clothing,  &c.  for  prisoners  -    .        -  -       - 

Bedding  for  prisoners  -  ,  -  . 

Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &c.     ,   - 

Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick) 

Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 
liberation 

Gratuities  to  convicts 

Furniture  and  fittings        -  - 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c. 

Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes  -  - 

Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  Repairs 

Soap,  scouring,  and  cleaning  articles        -  -  - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops  -  -      *"     - 

Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c.  -  -  . 

Various  small  disbursements        -         .      -      .      -       - 

Kent,  rates,  and  taxes        -  - 


the 


£  #. 

d. 

2,591  4 

6 

1,667  16 

O 

1,646  0 

0 

490  10 

2 

241  1 

5 

4,604  10 

1 

1,278  14 

4 

169  0 

& 

104  5 

8 

57  7  11 

153  7 

2 

.  1  0 

» 

119  11 

O 

39  12 

1 

740  9 

11 

1,400  15 

9 

307  11 

» 

116  15 

4 

8  16 

0 

265  14 

1 

91  12 

a 

Total 


Deduct — Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value 
of  productive  labour     - 

-    Net  expenditure  - 


-    j^l  6,095  15     a 


1,383    7     2 
j^J4,7l28_6 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  ROBERT  HoSKlNO,  Governor. 

#f  Convict  Prisons* 
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11. 

CHAPLAIN'S   REPORT. 


Gehtlemen,  PentonviUe  Priion^  January  10,  1857.        Chapiain't 

During  the  past  year  nothing  ha^  occurred  in  coonezi:)n  with    ^^^ 
the  moral  and  edacational   progress  oi  oar  prisoners  calling  for 
very  special  notice. 

On  Education,  Sfc, 

On  the  subject  of  education,  the  accompanying  Tables  will  suppljr 
some  information  of  an  interesting  kind.  Na  1  shows  the  educa- 
tional status  and  progress  of  the  last  1,000  of  our  convicts.  Ka  2, 
the  same  respecting  the  first  1,000. 

The  comparison  speaks  fayourably  for  the  present  state  of  things 
in  respect  to  education,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  average  lime 
of  imprisonment  in  Pentonville  is  now  nine  months,  whilst  at  the 
first  it  was  eighteen. 

Nos.  3  and  4  give  the  description  of  the  schools  in  which  these  men 
respectively  were  instructed. 

No.  5,  compared  with  No.  1,  is  confirmatory  of  the  view  that  the 
degree  of  education  is  higher  in  conyicts  than  in  ordinary  criminals. 
No.  6,  exhibits  another  proof  of  the  like  melancholy  fact,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  that  the  greater  the  crime,  the  higher  will  be  found  the  degree 
of  education,  as  a  general  rule.  Mere  education  cannot  be  Tiewed 
either  as  a  panacea  or  preventative  of  serious  crime.  It  is  plainly 
a  power  which  acts  both  ways,  for  evil  and  for  good,  according  to  the 
religious  principles  and  moral  habits  of  those  who  possess  it 

It  may  be  questioned,  however,  whether  the  statistics  of  education 
are  so  collected  in  the  prisons  of  the  Government  as  to  justify  a  very 
positive  conclusion  in  the  matter.  In  the  year  1847, 1  endeavoured 
to  attach  a  distinct  and  fixed  idea  to  the  words  which  the  form  of 
return  prescribed  to  me  to  fill  up  applied.  Thus  the  word  **  well " 
in  the  table  implies  reading  intelligibly  and  intelligently ;  the  next 
term,  **  tolerably,''  a  degree  below  this;  **  imperfectly,"  &c.,  designate 
those  wholly  unable  to  read  so  as  to  pay  attention  to  the  meanii^. 

As  every  chaplain,  however,  in  the  service  has  the  siune  right,  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether,  even  in  this  one  department  of  crime,  we  can 
have  the  full  advantage  of  the  larger  number  to  correct  our  general 
conclusions,  whilst,  as  regards  the  prisons  of  the  country  in  general, 
the  character  of  their  returns  may  differ  from  ours  as  well  as  from  one 
another.  I  also  suggested  the  greater  use  of  the  arithmetical  test  of 
the  degree  of  education,  and  the  importance  of  ascertaining  the  fact 
of  the  previous  school  advantages  in  making  comparisons  with  the 
general  population. 

It  would  be  of  immense  importance  in  the  discussion  of  the  great 
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Omtiuta'B  popular  question  of  education  to  have  one  unifonn  system  for  collect- 
^^'  ing  educational  statistics  pursued  in^  at  least,  the  national  establish- 
ments,  as  the  department  of  prisons,  poor-law  unions,  and  preneral 
re^stration.  A  scheme  by  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  on  Educa* 
tion,  accompanied  with  a  request,  to  the  heads  of  these  departments, 
to  require  it  acted  on  by  their  subordinates,  would  produce  this 
desirable  uniformity. 

One  of  the  means  relied  on  in  our  prisons  as  likely  to  help  in  the 
moral  improvement  of  the  convict,  is  general  reading  of  well-selected 
books.  Its  use  in  this  respect  as  a  mental  support  has  often  been 
insisted  on  by  myself  in  my  annual  reports. 

The  present  plan  is  to  circulate  the  books  every  second  week,  in 
general  two  or  tnree  secular  small  volumes  or  parts  of  serial  publica- 
tions, and  one  on  a  religious  subject,  to  each  man. 

The  cost  of  the  library  originally  was  4s,  6d.  each  man,  and  the 
annual  supply,  to  keep  it  up.  Is.  6(L 

It  is  obvious  that  the  period  of  separate  confinement  being  now 
abridged  by  half,  and  this  stage  of  discipline  being  followed  by 
another,  in  which  sufficient  educational  aids  are  provided,  this  help  is 
now  not  so  much  needed,  and  that  further  economy  of  time  and 
money  may  be  effected.  My  suggestion,  then,  is  that  the  cir- 
culation of  library  books  should  cease  amongst  all  the  classes  except 
the  first  or  best  educated ;  that  the  prisoners  in  those  classes  should 
be  furnished  with  certain  books,  according  to  their  degree  of  education 
and  progress,  which  shall  be  only  changed  as  they  change  their  class. 

The  tendency  to  superficial  reading  which  characterises  ordinary 
persons  at  all  times,  but  especially  in  the  present  day,  is  still  stronger 
in  criminals ;  most  only  cull  the  stories  out  of  the  library  books,  and 
many  grievously  abuse  them. 

Tables  7  and  8  show  the  crimes,  and  9  and  10  the  previous  occu- 
pations of  the  first  thousand  and  the  last  thousand  of  our  convicts 
removed.  The  latter  do  not  favour  the  notion  that  criminals  origi- 
nally, at  least  convicts,  in  the  matter  of  employment  had  more  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with  than  those  of  their  class  who  had  not  fallen. 
They  point  to  extravagance  and  profligacy  of  character  rather  than 
to  the  poverty  of  their  circumstances  at  the  first,  as  the  cause  of 
their  grave  criminality. 

There  are  no  means  of  comparing  this  sort  of  return  with  that  of 
the  prison  population  in  general  I  am  disposed,  however,  to  think 
that,  as  in  the  matter  of  education,  so  in  this  of  occupation,  the  higher 
class  of  criminals  will  be  found  to  have  had  primarily  the  better 
opportunities  of  living  reputably  by  honest  toil  Their  superior  phy- 
sic^ structure,  which  I  think  cannot  be  questioned,  leads  to  the  same 
conclusion. 

Ticket^f'Leave. 

In  the  present  state  of  public  feeling  on  the  subject  of  convict 
treatment,  and  the  alleged  failure  of  the  present  system,  it  may  be  of 
service  here  to  insert  the  comparison  lately  instituted  by  your  Chair- 
man, between  the  re-committals  occiu:ring  in  the  general  class  of 
prisoners,  and  convicts  in  particular* 
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It  18  manifestly  only  fur  to  compare  the  known  failure  of  the  chapidii^ 
one  with  the  known  failures  of  the  other : — **  On  looking  at  the  re-    ^^^ 
committals  of  England  and  Wales  generally^  we  find  that  the  average 
anniial  proportion  of  all  recommittals  to  the  total  number  of  prisoners 
was  as  33*6  to  100;  the  males  being  313  to  100^  and  the  females 
42-5  to  100,  respectively."* 

'*Now,  as  regards  the  number  with  which  we  have  to  deal;  there 
have  been  released  on  licence  between  September  1853  and  the  15th 
December  1856,  a  period  of  about  3^  years,  6,730  male  convicts; 
the  greater  part  being  from  convict  prisons  in  England,  the  remainder 
fiom  Bermuda  and  Gibraltar. 

^  Total  nunber  oi  ticket-of-laave  convicted  •        -        -        .      762 

^  Of  these,  licences  revoked  on  conviction  of  some  \       ooi 
trifling  ofieoce      -        -        -         -        -        -  J 

**  Number  reconvicted  and  sentenced  to  penal  servitude      381 

762 

"Per-centage  on  the  whole  number  in  3 J  years    *        *        -      IVZf 

In  drawing  this  comparison,  however,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  age  of  the  general  prison  population  is  more  that  of  the  success* 
ful  thief  than  the  advanced  age  of  convicts ;  and,  therefore,  that  the 
fonfker  are  more  likely  to  return  to  thieving  as  a  mode  of  living." 

The  difficulties  of  released  convicts  have  now  been  excessively 
increased,  both  by  the  cessation  of  the  war  which  enabled  many  to 
right  themselves  in  an  honourable  way,  and  by  the  strong  tide  of 
public  feeling  set  in  against  their  class  by  the  wickedness  of  many  of 
their  number. 

The  home  ticket-of-leave  system,  as  it  is  notorious  to  all  acquainted 
vrith  the  history  of  transportation,  was  a  necessity,  unless  faith  were 
wholly  to  be  broken  by  Government  with  men  who  hod  kept  their 
part  of  the  conditions  laid  down  by  authority  for  their  disposal  after 
certain  probation. 

It  was  not  difficult  to  foresee,  however,  that  a  plan  which  brought 
the  difficulties,  with  which  Australia  had  to  contend,  home  to  EnglsLud, 
with  less  power  of  disposal  of  the  class  in  the  overcrowded  state  of 
the  mother  country,  would  be  more  than  society  in  England  would 
long  tolerate. 

Thus,  when  the  Act  of  1853  had  just  passed,  I  ventured  to  say : — 
*'  The  ticket-of-leave  system  in  the  widely-dispersed  population  of 
the  Australian  plains — where  labour  was  scarce,  and  the  colonists, 
looking  to  their  necessities  and  the  habits  of  their  adopted  country> 
were  the  less  fastidious — and  the  same  system  at  home,  are  two  very 
different  things. 

**  Western  Australia,  still  anxious  to  receive  convict  labour,  by 
which  the  colony  has  been  revived,  if  not  saved  from  utter  ruin,  wiu 
absorb  but  a  fourth,  or  at  most  a  third,  of  the  annual  convict  popu- 
lation of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  remainder,  some  two  or 
three  thousand,  after  a  while  will  annually  be  allowed  to  mix  in 

*  Sonreyor  General  of  Frkons*  Bcport  for  1854-1855,  pu;e  23. 

}  Extract  of  Snnrejor  General  of  rriaont'  Letter  from  Ttwet  of  Sth  Jan.  1657. 
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^5jgjj^*'  flociety,  and  to  compete  with  the  free  labourer  under  the  greatest 
—       disadvantages. 

"Not  a  few  of  these  men^  indeed,  will  disappear  from  the  calendar 
of  crime,  being  received  by  friends,  or  otherwise  helped;  some  will 
take  to  the  sea  or  emigrate,  and  the  able-bodied  will  get  employment 
without  difficulty,  where  previous  character  is  not  looked  into ;  but 
the  mass,  including  all  of  the  worst  class,  will  be  thrown  on  society 
in  a  pitiable  and  most  hazardous  condition. 

"  Will  employers  in  England  knowingly  give  work  to  tioket-of 
leave  holders  ?  or,  discovering  their  real  position,  retain  their  ser- 
vices? 

"  Will  free  labourers  be  content  to^  amalgamated  with  men  of 
this  class?  Will  those  unhappy  persons  be  tolerated  as  neighbours, 
and  treated  with  kind  consideration,  or  provoked  to  violence,  and 
driven  as  a  class  into  confederacy  and  their  old  habits  ?  Will  our 
police  and  detectives  not  expose  and  worry  them  ? 

**  That  many  of  the  number,  say  50  in  a  1,000,  will  again  per- 
petrate serious  crimes  there  can  be  no  reasonable  question ;  will  the 
public  not  take  alarm  at  their  evil  deeds,  and  the  press  not  aggravate 
it  ?     These  are  questions. to  be  answered  only  by  experience." 

Probable  Proportion  of  Good  and  Bad  Results  in  1,000  Convicts. 

Whatever  plan  may  in  future  be  adopted,  it  is  very  important  o 
ascertain,  so  far  as  possible^  the  proportion  of  convicts  likely  to  do 
well,  and  the  contrary,  on  liberation,  in  order  to  make  the  better 
arrangements  for  their  disposal  But  this  is  a  very  difficult  task  to 
accomplish ;  for  the  exceptional  cases  in  every  general  rule  of  this 
kind,  which  is  on  the  side  of  severity,  are  numerous,  and  often  painful 
to  carry  out 

The  best  criterion  is  past  experience.  Looking  over  the  prison 
returns,  and  recalling  to  mind  the  convicts  which  have  eone  from 
under  my  own  observation,  I  venture  to  give  the  followmg  as  an 
approximation  to  the  probable  results  attending  the  release  of  one 
thousand  convicts  after  the  training  now  in  use  in  the  Home  Govern- 
ment Prisons. 

Two  hundred  will  return  to  a  course  of  crime  in  one  form  or 
another,  but  with  far  less  success  than  before. 

Three  hundred  will  abandon  it  from  the  feeling  that  they  hare  lost 
the  art  of  thieving  in  a  great  measure,  and  from  the  experience  that 
common  honesty  and  the  worst  sort  of  labour  produce  more  comfort 
and  advantage. 

Four  hundred  will  decidedly  take  to  a  good  course  of  life  from 
principle  and  choice,  and  on  the  whole  become  useful  members  of 
society  at  home  or  abroad. 

One  hundred,  after  their  long  imprisonment,  combined  with  ad» 
vancing  age,  and  oflten  with  previous  bad  health,  will  be  permanently 
invalided,  unfit  for  gaining  a  livelihood  by  any  means,  and,  after 
struggling  witli  poverty  in  the  streets  of  our  towns  and  along  the 
roads  in  country  parts  in  the  various  capacities  of  vagrants^  will  unkh 
their  days  in  the  poor-house. 
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On  the  whole,  these  are  not  yery  disoooraging  results.    The  diffi-  <^J^ 
cuhy  18  wi4  only  the  fifth  part  of  the  whole  number.  b^otv. 

Actual  Moral  lie$ults  of  last  Year. 

In  conclusion,  T  beg  leaye  to  repeat,  as  snbstantially  applicable  to 
the  last  year,  what  I  said  in  my  Report  of  1853,  respecting  the  year 
1852:— 

''With  respect  to  direct  moral  and  relig^oiv  in^provement 
«&cted  amongst  the  prisoners  darinff  the  past  year,  there  continues 
to  be  less  profession  of  a  relij^us  change  thanin  fbnner  years,  but 
no  less  real  amendment 

''  Of  some  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  they  have  been  renewed  in 
the  spirit  of  their  minds.  Of  the  very  great  majority,  we  have  no 
doubt  bat  that  they  will  approte  themselyes  m  after-life  to  be 
reformed^  in  the  general  acceptation  of  the  word. 

'*  The  number  of  really  converted  persons  amongst  prisoners  has 
been,  I  am  satisfied,  ereatly  overrated  by  many  sanguine  minds, 
which  have  not  taken  mto  sufficient  consideration  the  peculiar  cir- 
comstiinces  and  characters  of  prisoners. 

"  The  situation  of  prisoners. is  one  of  affliction,  and  the  absence  of 
active  temptation  to  their  besetting  sins,  iespeinaHy  in  separate  con- 
finement. They  are  in  a  subdued,  softened  state  of  mind.  Religious 
instmction  is  daily  communicated  to  them,  and  they  become  en- 
fightenecL  They  are  conversed  with  by  zealous  and  afiectionate 
persons,  who  impress  them  with  their  views.  Their  teachers  come 
to  them  ^th  the  authority  of  superior  officers,  upon  whose  good 
Ojpinion  much  is  known  to  depend,  and  from  whose  kind  offices  muck 
is  expected  by  persons  so  circumstanced.  Hence,  without  supposing 
gross  hypocrisy  to  any  considerable  extept,  the  description  oy  our 
Messed  Lord  will  constantly  be  found  applicable  to  a  great  many  of 
the  most  hopeful : — '  When  they  beard  the  word  -they  received  it 
immediately  with  all  gladness,  but  they  have  no  root  in  themselves, 
ind  so  endure  but  for  a  time.'  ** 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Einosmill,  Chaplain. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
ilf  Conm'ct  Prisons. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


24 


PentmmlU  PrUon  {Appendix). 


Chaplain's 

Beport.    No.   1. — SmocABT  of  Impbotsment  of  the  Last  Thousakd  Fbisonebs 

removed  from  Pentonville  Pbisox. 


On  AdmisBion. 


bnBemoyaL 


Bead  weU  • 
„    tokrablj   - 
„    imperfectly 
„    scarcely  at  all    • 
„    notataU  - 

Rrai 

-  450 
•    833 

-  88 

-  78 

-  101 

>INO. 

Bead  well  ■ 
„    tolerably  - 
„    imperfectly 
„    scarcely  at  all    - 
,»    not  at  all  - 

.    820 

-  40 

-  100 

-  20 
.      20 

1,000 

1,000 

Wetting. 


Write  well 
„     tolerably  - 
,,     imperfectly 
,y     scarcely  at  all 
,.     not  at  all  - 


>  195 

*  424 

.  125 

.  16 

.  240 

1,000 


Write  well 
„     tolerably  - 
„     imperfectly 
,,     scarcely  at  all 
,,     not  at  all  - 


492 

832 

72 

60 

44 

1,000 


Abithmetic. 


Higher  rules 
All  common  rules 
To  multiplication 
To  addition 
Scarcely  at  all    - 


121 
105 
180 
103 
491 

1,000 


Higher  rules 
All  common  rules 
To  multiplication 
To  addition 
Scarcely  at  all    • 


251 
155 
128 
431 
40 

1,000 


No.  2. — Summary  of  Impboyement  of  the  Fibst  Thousand  Fbisonebs 
received  into  the  PENTONViLiji^l^RisoN. 


On  Admiwnon. 


OnBemoyaL 


Bead  well  ... 
„    tolerably    - 
„    imperfectly 
„    scarcely  at  all    . 
„    not  at  all  - 

Reat 
.    432 
-     166 
.    220 
.      76 
•    106 

>iNa. 
Read  weU  - 
„    tolerably  - 
„    imperfectly 
„    scarcely  at  all    - 
„    not  at  all  - 

-  828 

-  129 

-  40 

8 
0 

1,000 

1,000 
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Ohaphlii's 

OnAdmUoiu 

OnBomoraL 

■.port. 

1 
Wkitiho. 

Write  weU 

240 

Write  well 

•        • 

521 

^     tolerablyj- 

124 

„     tolerably  - 

«                     m 

316 

^     imperfecilj 

192 

„     imperfectly 

- 

110 

„     scarcely  at  all    - 

91 

„     scarcely  at  all  - 

■      45 

„     not  at  all  - 

863 

„     not  at  all  - 

•                     • 

8 

1,000 

1,000 

Abithketic. 

Higher  rules       -        .        - 

102 

Higher  rules 

713 

AH  common  rules 

61 

All  common  rules 

127 

To  multiplication 

79 

To  multiplication 

81 

To  addition         ... 

119 

To  addition 

57 

Scircely  at  all    - 

639 
1,000 

Scarcely  at  all    - 

22 

1,000 

No.  3. — Schools  in  which  the  Last  Thousand  Prisoners  ' 

«rere 

Educated. 

Private  - 

•            •            • 

-    607 

Grammar 

«            •            • 

I 

British  and  Foreign  School  Society 

8 

National 

•            •            • 

-      64 

Scotch  Parish     - 

•            .            • 

6 

Free 

... 

-      80 

Infant  and  Dame 

... 

•      14 

Sunday  and  Evening      •            «            . 

0 

Sunday  only 

•            •            • 

-      32 

Kever  at  School 

-     188 

1,000 
"bisombbs 

No.  4. — Schools  in  which  the  First  Thousand  I 

were 

Educated. 

Private  - 

... 

-    847 

Grammar 

... 

-      20 

British  and  Foreign  School  Society 

-      15 

National 

•            •            • 

-    221 

Scotch  Parish    - 

... 

-      20 

Free 

•            •            • 

•      51 

Infant  and  Dame 

... 

-      86 

Sunday  and  Evening      -            -            . 

-      43 

Sunday  only 

- 

•      92 

Never  at  School 

- 

•            » 

-    155 

1,000 


y^ 
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cii»piain'«  No.  5.— Educatiohai.  Statua  of  One  Thousand  of  the  general  Pbison 
Jtoport-  Population,  made  according  to  Retuhns  in  the  Inspectobs  of 

Prisons  last  Rbport,  leaving  out  the  fractions. 

Annual  Mean  at  Assize$  and  Seaiam, 


Neither  read  nor  write           -            -            - 

-    313 

Eeadonly      .            -            .            .            - 

-    224 

Bead  or  write,  or  both  imperfectly    . 

-    366 

Totij  with  little  or  no  instruction   - 

903 

Read  and  write  well  -            -            .            . 

-      92^ 

Superior  education    •            •            .            . 

-        ^> 

97 

Not  ascertained         -            -            -     .       .- 

-    o 

1,000 

Summary  Convictions, 
Total  with  little  or  no  instruction,  per  thousand 


No, 


6. — ^Educational  Status  of  185  Conticts 
portation  for  Life* 

Neither  read  nor  write 
Read  a  little  ... 

Read  or  write,  or  both  imperfectly 
Read  well  -  -.  - 

Superior  education  • 


-    950 


sentenced  to  Trans- 

.  21  or  11-35 

-  23  „  12-43 
•  55  „  29-73 

-  71  „  38-38 
r  15  „     811 

There  being  no  reason  to  think  that  these  life-sentence  men  differ 
materially  from  others,  the  comparison  may  become  easy  by  assuming  the 
number  to  be  1,000,  when  the  result  wiU  be  as  follows : — 


Neither  read  nor  write 
Read  a  little  .  .  . 

Read  or  write,  or  both  imperfectly 
Read  well  -  -  •  - 

Superior  education 


113 
135 
291 
380 
81 


1,000 


No.  7. — Crimes  of  the  First  Thousand  Prisoners. 

„                    ,    , ,  .   .                           -I      /.  ,  No.of  Priioiiflrt. 

Forgery  and  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences  -      36 

Embezzlement  and  robbery  of  masters  and  employers  -      52 

Cattle  and  sheep  stealing  -            r            •            .  •51 

Horsestealing       -            -            -            •            -  -      37 

Offences  against  the  game-laws     r            •            «  •16 

Highway  robbery  and  robbery  of  the  person         •  *      50 

Receiving  stolen  goods      -            -            -            *  -      16 

Housebreaking,  &c.           ,-            -            -^            -  -     152 

Other  kinds  of  th^jfts,  &c..            -            -            -  ^    590 


lOPO 
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No.  8. — Crimes  of  the  Last  Thousand  Prisonbbs. 
Forgerj  and  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences  -      53 

Embezslement  and  robber j  of  masters  and  employers       -       15 
Cattle,  sheep  stealing,  &c.  •  r  -  -      66 

Horse  stealing       -  -  •  -  -  -       19 

Offences  against  the  game  laws     ....        5 

Manslaughter  and  attempt  to  murder         -  -  -33 

Highway  robbery  and  robbery  of  the  person  -  -     156 

Receiving  stolen  goods      -  -  -  -  -      34 

Rape  and  attempt  -  -  •  -  -  -      13 

Housebreaking,  &c.  .....    204 

Arson        -  -  -  -  -  -  -15 

Other  kinds  of  theft,  he.  ^  -  -  *  -358 

Desertion  and  mutiny        -  -  -  -  -       16 

Bigamy     -...-..1 
Murder     .....--3 

Unnatural  crimes  .-.-.-        6 
Perjury     --....-3 


ChftpUiii's 
Report. 


No.  9. — ^Pbeyious  Occupations  of  the  Fibst  Thousand  Pbisonbbs. 
Liberally  educated  and  employed 
Clerks,  shopmen,  and  commercial  travellers 
House  servants,  in-door  .  .  - 

„  out-door  ... 

Tradesmen  and  mechanics  ... 

Weavers  and  factory  labourers  .  .  - 

Hawkers  ..... 

Farm  labourers  ..... 
Labourers  undefined 
Colliers  -  .  . 

Boatmen  ..... 

Common  sailors  .... 

Li  Her  Majesty's  service.  Army 
„  Navy 


1,000 

jtoPr 

ISONBB 

15 

• 

52 

356) 
3/ 

71 

. 

388 

. 

50 

18 

. 

100 

. 

288 

. 

25 

. 

15 

• 

10 

'1} 

18 

1,000 

No.  10. — ^Prkyious  Occupations  of  the  Last  Thousand  Pbisonsbs. 


Liberally  educated  and  employed 

Clerks,  shopmen,  and  commeroial  travellers 

Hoase  servantSy  in-door 

„  out-door 

Tradesmen  and  mechanics 
Weavers  and  factory  labourers  - 
Hawkers  .... 

Farm  labourers  -  -  -  - 

Labourers  undefined  and  general  labourers 
Colliers  and  miners        ... 
Boatmen  .... 

Common  sailors  -  -  -  - 

Ib  Her  Kitty's  Army 
n  Navy 


8 
18 


} 


16 
40 

26 

317 
25 
15 
35 

446 

25 

14 

6 

29 

6 


1,000 
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III. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,  PentonviUe  Prison^  January  9,  1857. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Medical  Report  for  the  year 
1856,  in  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  prison. 

On  the  Ist  of  January  there  were  261  convicts  in  the  prison,  and 
the  number  admitted  during  the  year  was  793,  making  a  prison 
population  of  1,054.     The  daily  average  number  was  475. 

A  classified  list  of  the  various  diseases  which  have  required  treat* 
ment  will  be  found  in  the  annexed  tables  (No.  2,  page  33). 

Nineteen  himdred  and  four  cases  were  treated  in  the  cells,  and 
47  in  the  infirmary,  making  a  total  of  1,951  cases. 

More  than  three-fourths  of  the  cases  treated  consisted  of  slight 
afiSections  of  the  digestive  organs ;  and  of  the  latter,  more  than 
half  were  cases  requiring  only  the  exhibition  of  a  simple  purgative. 
Of  the  other  complaints  belonging  to  the  same  class,  dyspepsia  and 
diarrhoea  formed  the  chief  part.  The  cases  of  diarrho&a  were  not 
marked  by  any  unusual  severity,  and  though  more  numerous  than 
during  1855,  were  somewhat  under  tho  annual  average,  as  the 
followmg  table  shows :— * 


lOTears:  1848  to  1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

Monthly  mean      -        16 

12 

15 

7.5 

14 

More  than  half  of  the  diarrhosa  occurred  in  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October.  Next  to  the  affections  of  the  digestive  organs^ 
catarrhal  complaints  have  been  the  most  frequent,  but  for  the  most 
part,  of  slight  character. 

The  graver  cases  of  disease  treated  in  the  infirmary  were  ten  in 
number ;  two  of  which  were  cases  of  pulmonary  consumption,  occurring 
in  convicts  admitted  with  the  disease  from  Bermuda  and  Gibraltar* 

A  case  of  febricula  alone  represents  the  diseases  commonly  known 
as  fevers. 

The  daily  per-centage  of  sick  for  1856,  and  that  of  the  preceding 
years,  are  given  in  the  following  table : — 


Mean  of  10  Tears:  1843  to  1852. 

1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

3-46 

2-18 

313 

2-77 

8-33 
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The  increase  on  the  sick  lift  dniing  die  pest  year  is  attribntable  cnS^ 
to  an  unusual  number  of  prisoners  having  been  aifected  with  disease  ^•p"^ 
when  reoeiyed,  and  not  to  any  alteration  in  the  discipline  or  treat- 

Daent.  n^tiM. 

There  have  been  Aree  deaths  (vide  Table  Na  5,  page  35).  »«wifc 

One  was  fttHn  ulceration  of  me  bowels^  in  which  the  symptoms 
were  observed  about  seven  weeks  after  reception.  The  history  of 
^  case,  and  the  necroscopic  examination,  showed  that  the  disease 
had  existed  previous  to  the  admission  of  the  prisoner  into  Pentonville. 

-  The  second  death  was  from  jaundice  in  connexion  with  the  pre- 
sence of  gall-stones.  The  prisoner  had  frequently  suffered  from 
disease  of  the  liver  before  his  imprisonment,  so  his  friends  said,  and 
the  symptoms  of  the  fatal  attack  set  in  about  three  weeks  after  his 
reception  here. 

The  third  and  last  death-  arose  from  accident.  A  prisoner  wlule 
employed  to  assist  in  the  kitchen,  hastily  attempted  to  swallow  a 
piece  of  meat,  which  unluckily  passed  into  the  larynx,  and  speedily 
produced  suffocation.  Immemately  upon  the  occurrence  of  the  acci- 
dent, he  had  violently  thrust  his  fingers  down  his  throat,  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  remove  the  obstruction,  and  had  thus  firmly  impacted  the 
meat  in  the  larynx. 

One  licence  only  has  been  ^nted  on  medical  grounds.    (  Vide  ^^^S^!^ 
Table  No.  6,  page  35).    The  prisoner  was  received  from  the  *'  Castle  onmedioa 
Eden,"  convict  ship,  with  pulmonary  consumption,  and  was  released  ''"''™^ 
about  a  month  after  his  reception.     He  had  been  upwards  of  five 
years  a  convict. 

Nine  convicts  were  removed  to  invalid  prisons  on  account  of  Bonovais  oa 
disease  before  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  separate  confinement.  luSSeSthf 
They  were  all  affected  when  received  here.      (Vide  Table  No.  7, 
page  36.> 

Fif);een  convicts,  affected  also  with  disease  or  infirmity  when  Tnufemd 
admitted  into  Pentonville,  served  their  term  of  separate  confinement,  ^li^iSSf^ 
and  were  then  transferred  to  invalid  prisons  as  fit  for  light  labour  JJ^J^ 
only.     ( Vide  Table  No.  8,  page  36).  hMduoxmr. 

The  actual  rate  of  mortality  for  1856  was   only  6*3  per  mille,  B«teofmofw 
and  if  a  death  from  accident  be  excluded,  the  mortality  from  disease  **"*^' 
would  be  reduced  to  4-2. 

Two  cases  of  insanity  have  occurred  during  the  past  year.     A  inMudtyand 
short  history  of  each  case  is  subjoined.    Other  particulars  are  given  JIa^iis. 
m  the  Tables  (No.  11,  page  37). 

J.  S.,  6,244,  a  convict  under  a  life  sentence  for  desertion  to  the 
Russian  lines  during  the  late  Crimean  war,  was  apparently  sane  when 
admitted  into  the  prison,  but  began,  about  seven  weeks  afterwards, 
suddenly  to  exhibit  very  extraordinary  antics,  and  to  talk  an  unin- 
telligible gibberish.  He  was  placed  under  medical  observaticm  in 
the  infirmary,  where  he  would  sometimes  behave  orderly  and  converse 
rationally,  but  at  other  times  was  found  to  be  incoherent.  Unequi- 
vocal symptons  of  insanity  having  been  observed,  the  prisoner  was 
removed  to  a  lunatic  asylum. 

W.  R,  6,416,.also  under  sentence  for  desertion,  was  first  noticed 
to  be  strange  in  bis  conduct  when  he  had  been  here  about  three 
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months.  He  was  remoyed  to  the  infirmary,  and  permitted  to  work 
in  association.  Under  the  treatment  employed,  he  for  a  time  ap« 
parently  recovered,  but  subsequently  his  conversation  became  w9d 
and  incoherent ;  the  result  of  a  mind  affected  with  the  delusions  of 
insanity..    The  prisoner  was  removed  t-o  a  lunatic  asylum. 

There  were  three  cases  of  delusion.  (  Vide  TaUe  No.  1 1,  page  37.) 
In  one  case,  the  prisoner  suffered  considerable  mental  excitement,  and 
declared  he  was  visited  in  his  cell  by  some  of  his  acquaintance. 
He  has  now  recovered.  In  another  case,  the  prisoner  became  irri- 
table, and  fancied  he  was  watched  continually,  and  that  ^^  stuff '^  was 
mixed  with  his  food  to  injure  his  health.  In  the  thhxl  case,  the 
prisoner  imagined  that  he  was  assaulted  by  the  warders  while  asleep. 
By  removal  to  the  infirmary  and  associated  labour,  the  last  two  oases 
have  improved,  but  are  still  under  treatment 

'  There  were  five  cases  of  **  mental  irritability,"  in  which,  from 
excitement,  de|)ression,  or  mental  perturbation,  removal  to  the  infir- 
mary and  suspension  of  the  discipline  were  considered  advisable. 

Whenever  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  **  separation"  was  likely 
to  act  injuriously  upon  the  mental  or  bodily  health,  the  prisoner  wa?, 
by  the  i^vice  of  the  medical  officer,  put  to  work  in  association  with 
other  prisoners;  17  required  such  relaxation  of  the  discipline  on 
account  of  ill  health,  and  14  on  mental  grounds.  The  latter  number 
includes  the  mental  cases  just  described  and  five  others.  (Vide 
suiddcsand  Table  No.  14,  page  38.) 

tempu!^^       There  have  been  no  suicides  or  attempts  at  suicide* 
Rcmovnis  on      Three  prisoners  were  removed  on  mental  grounds,  as  unfit  for  the 
discipline  of  the  prison.     ( Vide  Table  No.  9,  page  36.) 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  dietary  since  the  date  of  the  last 
rq)ort.  The  alternate  use  of  rice  and  haricf>ts  has  been  found  an 
efficient  substitute  during  the  occasional  scarcity  of  good  potatoes. 

Exclusive  of  the  sick,  whose  diet  has  been  modified  by  the  medical 
requirements  of  each  case,  the  proportion  of  prisoners  requiring 
extra  diet  for  the  maintenance  of  tneir  health  was  7|  per  cent ;  and 
such  extra  diet  has  for  the  most  part  consisted  of  an  addition  to  the, 
quantity  of  potatoes  in.  the  dinner  ration. 

The  ventilation  and  warming  of  the  cells  have  been  satietfactorily 
performed,  with  the  following  exceptions : — In  consequence,  proba- 
bly of  the  direct  action  of  the  fire,  and  the  alternate  expansion  and 
contraction  of  the  iron-work  by  repeated  changes  of  temperature, 
the  brick-work  over  Sylvester's  apparatus  has  recently  become 
unsound,  so  as  to  permit  the  snK)ke  and  products  of  combustion  fropi 
the  furnace  to  escape  into  the  main  fresh-air  fine,  by  which  the  three 
upper  tiers  of  cells  on  the  left  side  of  D  division  are  supplied  with 
air.  The  repairs  necessary  for  the  safe  working  of  this  warming 
apparatus  are  in  progress.  A  serious  calamity  had  narrowly  befallen 
the  prisoners  occupying  some  of  the  cells  in  D  4,  warmed  by  a. 
Nettleton's  stove  placed  in  the  corridor.  The  stove  in  question  con- 
sumes coke,  and  its  chimney  of  iron  piping,  after  traversing  a 
considerable  length  of  the  corridor,  was  made  to  enter  a  vertical 
smoke  shaft ;  running  parallel  to  and  close  beside  the  latter  is  the 
extraction  shaft  for  the  ventilation  of  these  cells,     fioth  shafts  ter- 
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minate  in  the  main  foul-air  shafl  of  D  division  by  distinct  outlets,  Medkmi 
but  they  oommunicate  with  each  other  by  apertures  near  the  ground  %^t 
line  and  near  their  outlets.  The  up-draft  in  the  smoke  shaft  having  "^ 
become  obstructed,  the  coke  vapour  passed  into  the  extraction  shafts 
and  thence  gained  admission  to  the  cells.  Another  portion  of  the 
viapour  escaped  {toxcl  the  imperfectly  adjusted  fittings  of  the  stove 
into  the  corridor,  wheqce  the  cells  are  supplied  with  air.  Two  pri- 
soners were  found  in  a  stite  of  insensibility,  and  others  were  be* 
ginning  to  experience  the  poisonous  effects  of  breathing  coke  vapour ; 
but  fortunately  the  timely  discovery  of  the  mischief,  and  removal  to 
fresh  air,  prevented  any  loss  of  life.  A  similar  accident  occurred  last 
year,  although  the  symptoms  were  characterised  by  much  less  severity 
than  on.  the  last,  occasiop.  .  In  that  instance,  the  iron  pipe  of  a 
Nettleton's  stove  opened  directly  into  a  vertical  extraction  shaft, 
whence  the  vapour  guned.  admission  to  the  cells,  a  portion  also 
escaping  into  uiQ  corridor  from' the  fittings  of  the  stove,  which 
required  repair.  To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  an  accident,  a 
separatesmoke  shaft  was  thenbuilt,  and  the  stove  repaired.  Arrange- 
ments for  the  efficient  warmiing  and  ventilating  the  cells  of  D  4  are 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Surveyor-General. 

I  have  entered  upon  the  above  details  at  greater  length  than  I 
otherwise  should  do,  because  they  appear  to  afford  an  important  prac- 
tical lesson  in  warning  us  of  the  extreme  danger  of  using  coke 
stoves,  when  the  products  df  combustion  are  conveyed  by  the  flues 
or  shafts  employed  for  the  purposes  of  ventilation. 

The  drainage  of  the  prison  continues  to  be  good. 

I:  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  L.  Bradlet.  RRC  S.^ 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directort  of  Medical  Officer. 

Conoid  Prisom. 
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Q^^^    Tables  showing  the  Medical  Statistics  of  the  PsNTomnLLE  Convict 
Report.        Prison  for  the  Year  commenciDg  January  1,  and  ending  December  31» 


1856. 


Table  L 


Ordinary 

Inyalid 

Conyicts. 

Conyicts. 

TotaL 

Males. 

Females. 

Mdes. 

Females. 

Knmber  of  priaonen  in  prison  1 
l8t  January             -           -  J 

261 

- 

-       - 

- 

.    -     261 

Number  receiyed  daring  tbel 
theyetr      -           -           -/ 

793 

• 

• 

. 

-    .      793 

.  Total  prison  population  fbr  1 
theyear           -           -J 

-    -    1,054 

Discharffed,  pardoned  and  re-1 
moTed  on  other  tban  medi-  > 
calgrounds             -           -J 

463 

— 

— 

— 

463^ 

Beleased  by  pardon  or  licence  \ 
on  account  of  ill  'health        -  J 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bemoyed  to  inyalid  prisons  on  1 
account  of  ill-health           -  j 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Bemoyed   as   unfit  for   hard! 
labour        -           -           -J 

15 

— 

— 

— 

15 

Bemoyed  on  account  of  mental  1 
unfitness  for  the  discipline  •/ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

*     496 

Bemoyed   to  inyalid    prisons] 
on  account  of  mental  affec-  > 
tion            -            -           -J 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0 

Bemoyed  to  a  lunatic  asylum  \ 
as  insane     -           -           -j 

S 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Deaths 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Suicides 

— 

— 

— 

— 

oj 

Number  of  conyicts  left  in  the  1 
prison  3l8t  December         -  j 

• 

*        • 

- 

- 

-       -    658 
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No.  2. 


A  List  of  all  Cases  under  Medical  Treatment  during  the  Year  1856.        om^ 

Beport. 

Kime  of  Disease. 

In  the 
Cells. 

In  Infirmary. 

Total 

Slight 

QraTcr. 

L  Zymode  diseases : 

1.  Febricola       -           -   '        - 

2.  Syphilis         .... 

SI 

1 
2 

1 

1 
24 

n.  Sptfadic  diseases: 

1.  Of  the  nerroQS  systems- 
Mania            .... 
Delusions        .... 
Mental  irritability       ... 
Cephalalgia  and  yertlgo 
Nervous  debiUty 

5 

I 

3 
5 

2 

2 
3 
6 
5 

1 

2.  Oftheresj^ratoryoi^gaas — 
Catarrh          - 

Pleurodynia  .... 
Flenris^         .... 
Bronehitis      .           -           -            - 
Phthisis  (jmbnomary  connmpHtm) 

308 
3 

2 
5 

I 
2 

310 
3 
I 
5 
2 

Z.  Ofthe  organs  of  digestion— 

Constipadon   .... 
DiarHuKw      .... 
Dysentery      •           -           .           - 
Dyspepda       .           .           -           - 
Hacmatemesis  (voMitu^  (/MboeO 
Qninsy           .           -           .           - 
Hsmonhoidal  affections 
Disease  of  the  Uver  (^-ftotifO 
Uloeration  of  the  bowels 
Tape-wonns    -           -            -            - 
Tfaread-irorms            ... 

845 
171 

226 

1 

2 

29 

5 

36 

1 
2 

2 

1 

1 
1 

846 

173 

1 

228 

1 

2 

2S> 

1 

I 

5 

36 

4,  Of  the  organs  of  circulation : 
Palpitation  of  the  heart 

4 

._^ 

__^ 

4 

Stricme        .... 
Stricture  inth  extravasaticm  of  urine  - 
Betention  Murine      ... 
Hsmorrhage  from  the  urethra 
Hydrocele       -           .           .           • 
Orclntis          •           .           .           -• 
Phimosis,  paraphimosis 
Dysoria,  warts,  gleets,  Ac.      - 

9 

1 

4 

•      3 

7 

I 
2 

I 

9 

1 
1 
I 
4 
3 
2 
7 

6.  Of  the  locomotiTe  organs  : 

Chronic  riieumatism  ... 
Subecnte       „            .           .           • 
Periostitis       .... 
Necrosis         .           .           -           - 
Theoal  absoess            •           •           . 

33 

1 
1 

1 
2 

— 

33 

I 
1 
2 

1 

Carried  uMTward    •           • 

1,716 

29 

10 

1,755 
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Ptntonmlle  PrUm  {Appendix). 
Cases  of  Sickness,  &c. — continued. 


Name  of  DiBease. 

In  the 
Cdls. 

In  Infirmary. 

TotaL 

Slight 

Graver. 

Bronglit  forward   - 

7.  Oftheskin,  &c: 

Carbuncle       -           -           .            - 

Boils 

Lepra  and  psoriasis     - 
Eczema,  prurigo,  porrigo,  &c. 
Onychia,  phlegmon,  ulcers 
Sebaceous  tumoor       .           .           - 

8.  Of  the  eye  and  ear: 

Ophthalmia     .           ^           *           • 
Pterygium      -           -           -           - 
Affections  of  the  lids  .           •           • 
Aural  affections          -           .           - 

9.  Diseases  of  uncertain  seat : 

Ancemia         -           -           -            - 
Struma           -           - 

Gout 

Asphyxia  from  foreign  body  in  larynx 
Asphyxia  from  coke  Tapour    - 
Various  triyial  compUunts,  slight  in- ' 
juries,  an(Hnal<ras  and  fygned  cases  / 

1,716 

1 
19 
7 
8 
9 
1 

S 

1 
4 
7 

1 
8 

1 
1 
1 

117 

29 

1 

2 
5 

10 

1,755 
19 

122 

Total  of  Cases  treated  in  the  cells    - 
»           ^           Infirmary 

1,904 

87 

10 

47 

Total  of  all  Cases  in  the  Prison 

-    M51    -         -        - 

No-  3.— Number  and  Propoktion  of  Sick  for  the  Tear. 


Classes 

of 

Prisoners. 

Daily  Average 

Number 

of  Prisoners. 

Number  of 

Sick  during 

thAYear. 

Daily  Average 

Number 

ofBickfbr 

the  Tear.* 

Daily  ATcrage  No. 
of  Sick  per  1,000 
Prisoners 
fortheTaar.* 

Males 
Females    - 

475-78 

1,951 

1617 

88-8 

Total     - 

476-78 

1,951 

1617 

88-3 

*  N.B.  The  calculations  are  made  on  the  daily  ayerage  number  of  prisonezi* 
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Hectical 
OfBoer's 
Bcport. 


No.  7. — ^Removed  on  Account  of  III  Hejilth  before  the  End  of 
their  Term  of  Separate  Confinement. 


Keg. 
No. 

Dat« 

of 

Reception. 

Date 

of 

KemoTaL 

Whither 
Removed. 

Health 

on 

Reception. 

Groond 

of 
Removal. 

6,247 
6,502 
6,991 

6,516 
6,093 

6,713 
6,716 
6,462 
6,592 

24  Dec  1855 
15  Mar,  1856 
15  Sept    „ 

17  Mar.     „ 
14Jnne  1855 

23  May    1856 

»♦          » 
l«M«r.    „ 
U  April   „ 

26  Mar.  1856 
26  Aug.    „ 
3  Not.    „ 

»«          » 
28  Jan.      „ 

8Dec     „ 

W                  »f 
H                  H 
99                 ft 

Invalid  Hulk- 
InvaUdHolk- 
Dartmoor 

f» 

ff 
»f 

f» 

99 

Phthisical 
Impaired 
Phthisical 

Diseased 
Phthisical 

Scrofyons 

Syphilis - 

Delicate- 

fft 

Phthisical 
Disease  of  riba. 
A  phthisical 

subject 
Disease  of  skolL 
Of  phthisical 

tendency. 
Open  scrofhla. 
Syphilitic  pains. 
DeUcate. 

No.  8. — ^Behoybd  to  Invalid  Prisons  at  the  End  of  their  Term  of 
Separate  Confinement 


tr 

Whither  Removed. 

Healdi  and  Con- 

ditkmon 

Admission. 

Health  and  Condition 
irhen  Removed. 

6,039 

Dartmoor 

Delicate  .       -       • 

Unfit  fbr  hard  laboon 

5,939 

»f              •       • 

f»       •       •        " 

»»           ft 

5,999 

99                             •               " 

«♦       -       -       • 

t»           ft 

5,836 

InvaUdHolk  -       - 

f»       •       -       • 

f*           ft 

6,578 

Dartmoor 

w         *          •          • 

t»           ff 

6,536 

ft              •        • 

ft         •         •         " 

tt           ft 

5,981 

99                        •             • 

f»         •                    • 

ft           ft 

6,005 

w                    •           ■ 

Tomor    - 

Tomor. 

6,010 

InvalidHalk    - 

Disease  of  bone 

Smns  discharging. 

6,761 

Dartmoor 

Fistnla  in  ano  - 

Fistnla. 

6,504 

n                  "         • 

Stricture- 

Stricture. 

6,493 

»                  "         " 

ft      •        "        " 

ft 

6,446 

»                  •         " 

Cripple  .       .       - 

Cripple. 

6,612 

ft                  •         • 

ff        -       -       - 

ft 

6,763 

ft                  •         • 

ff        •       •       "" 

ft 

No.  9.— Kemoyed  on  Mental  Grounds  as  unfit  for  the  Discipline 
of  the  Prison* 


Na 

Date 

of 

Reception. 

Date 

of 

'Removal. 

Whither 
Removed. 

Mental  Con- 
dition on 
Admissi<m. 

Ground 

of 

Removal. 

7/)26 

6,567 
7,576 

7  Oct  1856* 

14  April    „ 
12  Nov.     „ 

3  Nov.  1856 

aJoly     ft 
SDec     -n 

Dartmoor 

Portland 
Dartmoor 

Apparently 
sane;  received 
as  cured  fhMn 
a  lunatic  asy- 
lum. 

Of  low  intellect 
Of  weak  mind- 

Unfit  for  the  dia* 
cipline;  havmg 
recently   beea 
insane. 

1  Unfit    fbr  the 
/  diidpiiiie. 
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Pentun^Ue  Frism  {Appendix). 
No.  12.— Suicides. 


NiL 


No.  ld.-*SuiciDiLL  Attempts,  (either  real  or  attended  with  serious 
Injorj,  though  feigned);  » 


Nil. 


No.  14 — Suspensions  of  the  Discipline  of  the  Prison. 
1.  On  account  of  Hi-health. 


.     Reg.  No. 

Cfinse  of  SnspeiifioiL 

Beg.Na 

Caise  of  SivpenrioD. 

^,866      . 

Wetkly  fubjecti. 

6,716      . 

6,694      - 

ft           t» 

6,516      - 

»f                    w 

6,157      • 

Bcronibu 

6,703      . 

n                f 

6,435   '  - 

M 

6,297      • 

Pallor  and  dyspepsia. 

*     '6,713      .' 

•t 

6,486      - 

Pallid  and  low  spirited. 

*     6,833      • 

• 

6,215      • 

Pain  In  the  he^L 

6,507      - 

-  Conyalesdng  from  sickness. 

6.509       - 

Conyalescing  from  sickness 

,     6,608      - 

. 

6,592       . 

Of  phthisical  tendency. 

6,111      - 

Kerroof  debility. 

2.  On  Mental  Grounds. 


Reg  No. 

Canse  of  Suspension. 

Reg  No. 

Caose  of  Suspension^     * 

6,469      - 
6,574      • 
6.583      • 

Of  low  intellect 

„         w        depression. 
Morbid   Tiews    of    leligion; 

6,416      . 

6,620      . 
6,695      . 

Mental  distress  foUowed  by 
insanity. 

Delusion. 

6,796      - 

Mental  urritftbility. 

6,873      - 

n 

6,576      - 
6,076       • 

Mental    irritability;   depres- 
sLon. 

6,726      - 
6,459      • 

asylum. 
Irritability. 

6,672      - 

Mental  irritabili^. 

6,470      - 

Ecstatic  notions  of  rehgbn. 
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MILLBANK     PRISON. 


REPORT, 


For  the  Year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Millbank  Prison,  in  pursuance  of  the 
5  Vict.  cap.  29,  sec.  13; — specifying  the  State  of  the 
Buildings ;  the  Behaviour  and  Conduct  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts,  the  amount  of  the 
Eammgs  of  the  Convicts,  and  the  Expense  of  the  Prison ; 
and  such  other  Matters  relating  to  the  Discipline  and 
Management  thereof,  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  or 
the  Secretary  of  State  shall  direct. 


Pre$entedto  both  H<m$e$  qf  PtwUament  by  Command  qfHer  Mafetiy. 


To  THE  Bight  Honoubable  Sm  OEORQE  OBET,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  Staiefor  Me  Home  Department. 

Sib,  ^f  Parliament  Street,  1857. 

We  beg  to  submit  the  following  Report  under  the 
provisions  of  the  above  Act  of  Parliament. 


The  buildings  are  in  substantial  repair.  Boudingi. 

No  material  alterations  have  been  made  since  our  last 


Buildings. 

buildings  are  in  c 
naterial  alteratic 
Report. 

Conduct  of  Officers. 

We  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  all  the  ^^m 
superior  officers  of  the  establishment.    Captain  Bramly,  late 
Cape  Mounted  Rifle  Corps,  was  appointed  Deputy-Governor 
on  the  12th  of  May,  in  the  room  of  Captain  Warren,  who 
was  promoted  to  be  Governor  of  the  "  Stirling  Castle  **hulk^ 
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and  was  appointed  Governor  on  the  Ist  of  July,  vic^ 
Captain  Gambier,  who  became  one  of  the  Directors  of 
Convict  Prisons.  Captain  Craig,  late  1st  or  Royal  Regi- 
ment, was  appointed  Deputy-Governor  when  Captain 
Bramly  was  promoted  to  be  Governor. 

Chief  Warder  Samuel  Finnic  was  appointed  Deputy- 
Governor  of  the  "  Stirling  Castle**  hulk,  and  Chief  Warder 
Thomas  Hopper  was  superannuated  after  twelve  years' 
service. 

Mr.  Thomas  Rickford,  who  for  thirty  years  was  steward 
of  the  prison,  was  also  superannuated ;  and  we  cannot  allow 
this  opportunity  to  pass  without  recording  the  respect  we 
have  always  entertamed  for  this  old  and  faithful  public 
servant.  He  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Peter  Geddes,  late 
clerk  to  the  Governor  of  Portsmoutii  CcHivict  Prison. 

The  subordinate  officers  have  given  very  general  satis- 
faction. 

Conduct  of  Prisoners. 

The  conduct  of  the  ordinary  male  prisoners  has  been  much 
the  same  as  in  previous  years ;  they  are,  in  fact,  the  same 
class  of  persons,  subjected  to  the  same  discipline,  operated 
upon  by  the  same  causes,  and  therefore,  though  much  varietv 
will  be  always  found  among  individuals,  the  masses  will 
present  the  same  general  features,  be  actuated  by  the  same 
motives,  and  in  their  behaviour  present  the  same  general 
results. 

For  particulars  of  reports  and  punishments  see  the 
Governor's  Report  in  the  Appendix,  page  57,  and  returns 
page  59. 

A  few  of  the  prisoners  sent  back  from  the  Public  Works 
prisons,  in  consequence  of  outrageous  misconduct,  to  undergo 
in  Millbank  prison  the  severei'  discipline  of  the  Penal  class, 
have,  as  might  be  expected,  given  a  good  deal  of  trouble  ; 
but  Uie  general  result  has  been  satisfactory.  Of  the  19  sent 
again  to  Public  Works  during  1866,  after  having  passed  eight 
months  and  upwards  in  this  class,  the  characters  they  received 
for  that  time  were : — 

Good  .  -  -  •        12 

Indifferent  -  •  -  2 

Bad  ....  6 

Total        .  -        ;!        19 
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Since  their  removal  again  to  Public  Works,  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  prisons  where  they  were  sent  report  their 
characters  as  lollows :  — 

Good  .    .       -  -  -1 

Indifferent  -    .        - 

Bad  .  . 

Total    -  -  -        19 

Number  and  Dispaal  of  Prisoners. 
The  number  of  male  prisoners  remaining  on  the  Ist 

January  1856,  was  -  -  .  -       506  i„..«^«. 

Received  during  the  year  from  Convict  Prisons, —  SSSSS? 

Dartmoor    -  -  -  -  -         13 

Portsmouth  ....  7 

Portland     .....         12 
ParkhuTst  .....  7 

Chatham     .....  1 

Leicester  oountj    •  •  .  .1 


41 

11 

360 

15 


Number  and 

diqMnlor 

IiriioiMn. 


From  Convict  HuOu — 

'*  Warrior**  .  .  .  .  « 

'*  Stirling  Castle "  -  -  .  .  i 

"Defence'*  .  •  .  .  4 

Bermuda     .....       138 
Gibraltar    -  -  ...  -      222 

Bethlehem  Hospital  ...  3 

Fisherton  Lunatic  Asylum  -  *         12 

Licence  revoked     ....  6 

Soldiers  and  Marines  by  (General  Courts- 
martial    .....        68 
County  and  Borough  Graols  -  -    1,768 

1,832 

Total        -  .  -        2,765 

^  These  prisoners  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows,  viz. — 

To  Convict  Priton» — 

Parkhurst  .....  71 

Pentonville             ....  689 

Portland     -             -             -             -             -  314 

Dartmoor  (fit  only  for  light  labour)              •  208 

Portsmouth             ....  164 

1,446 

Carried  forward        -      1,446 
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Brought  finrwaid  -       1,446 

To  Convict  Hulks — 

"Warrior"  .  -      •      -  r        37 

« Stirling  Castle,"  (invalids)  -  •        33 

« Defence,"  (23  invaUds)     -  -  28 

Western  Australia  (per  Aip  ^  Bunn  jmede  **)  -          3 

Bethlehem  Hospital           -            -            -  -         .7 

Philanthiopic  Institution    -            -            *  -          2 

Newgate,  for  fresh  trial       -            .            -  1 
fFree 


35 
_,    ,       I  r  Cold  Bath  Fields-  1 

Pardons  <  Conditional  to  {  Edinburgh  Prison  1 

y  t  Stafford  county  da  1 


39 


{Chiefly  from  Gibraltar  and  Ber- 
muda -  -  -      303 
On  medical  grounds      -            -         11 

314 

Bow  Street  Police  Court  -            -            -            -  1 

Spike  Island,  Irish  convicts  from  Gibraltar             -  9 

Military  Escort     -            -            -            -            -  1 

Deaths  (1  suicide)  -            -            -            -            -  13 

Bemaining  in  the  prison  on  the  Slst  December,  1856  832 


Total    -  -  -       2,765 


Expenses  of  the  Prison  and  Prisoners^  productive  Labour. 

EzpeDsei.  Thc  total  expcDses  of  the  prison  for  the  financial  year, 
ending  March  31,  1857,  exclusive  of  buildings,  amount  to 
32,569/.  12*.  4j^rf.,  as  shown  under  the  usual  heads  in  the 
Appendix,  page  63,  which  is  reduced  by  sundry  receipts 
and  value  of  productive  labour  to  29,675/,  15*.  24rf. 
producttre  The  employment  of  the  prisoners  has  been  the  same  as 
labour.       jj^g|.  jQ^i^    The  various  articles  made  are  enumerated  at 

{)age  54  in  the  Appendix,  and  their  gross  earnings  are  calcu- 
ated  at  /. 

Pruonen'  Health  Ofid  Mental  Condition  of  the  Prisoners. 


health. 


The  Report  made  by  Dr.  Baly,  the  Medical  Superintend- 
ent of  I^Ubank  prison,  and  the  usual  statistical  tables, 
vrill  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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The  deaths  in  the  prison  were : — 

Male  conTicts 

Female    ,,  -  - 

Total    - 


45 


D«tht. 


13 

5 

18 


In  former  reports,  owing  to  the  occasional  outbreaks  of 
diolera  in  the  prison,  it  was  necessary  to  consider  the  deaths 
from  that  disease  apart  from  the  deaths  which  resulted  from 
ordinary  causes.  Excluding  now  the  same  disease,  the 
deaths  during  each  of  the  last  six  years  were  as  follows : — 


Tew. 

1851 

18 

1852 

30 

1853 

21 

1854 

32 

1855 

6 

1856 

19 

The  particulars  of  each  case  appear  in  the  Appendix, 
Table  No.  II.,  page  74. 

Pardons  on  medical  grounds  were  granted  to — 

Male  convicts  -  -  <*    11 

Female    ,,     •  *  *  •      6 

16 

Licences  to  be  discharged  were  granted  on  medical  grounds 
to- 
Male  con'ncts,  unable  to  undergo  prison  discipline, 

recently  having  recovered  from  insanity     «  -  9 

I>espond]iig,  eccentric^  weakminded^  when  received    -  3 

Suffering  from  other  disease  when  received    -  •  2 

Health  good  when  received  -  -  -  2 

16 
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46  MiUbank  Prison. 

gM^^  Table  VI.,  Appendix,  page  8,  contains  the  particulars 
of  11  insane  prisoners  in  the  year  1856.  Of  these,  5  were 
insane  on  reception,  and  4  others  had  been  insane  previously; 
5  were  removed  to  Bethlehem  Hospital,  4  recovered  in  the 
prison,  and  1  was  released  on  licence,  his  sentence  having 
nearly  expired. 

suidde.  One  suicide  took  place,  in  the  person  of  a  Portuguese. 

In  this  instance  no  evidence  of  insanity  had  been  shown, 
but  it  was  known  that  he  was  of  a  sullen  and  violent  temper. , 
The  diet  of  the  prisoners  continues  the  same  as  in  the 
year  1855. 

On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  prison  is  satisfactory.   No 
epidemic  has  prevailed  during  the  past  year,  and   those' 
diseases  which  have  hitherto,  be^i  considered  as  connected 
with  the  locality  have  been  less  frequent. 

Religious  and  General  Instruction. 

jMigioui^      The  Report  made  by  Mr.  Penny,  the  Chaplain  of  the 
Sta^tion.  prison,  will  oe  found  in  the  Appendix. 

The  general  system  of  teaching  the  prisoners  remains 
unaltered,  though,  in  one  particular  of  detail,  a  change  was 
required,  owing  to  arrangements  necessary  for  the  female 
convicts  attending  chapel.  The  space  there  was  insufficient 
to  admit  of  all  the  prisoners  being  present,  as  was  the  case 
when  male  prisoners  alone  occupied  MiUbank.  Hence,  with 
the  view  to  both  male  and  female  convicts  attending  some 
portion  of  the  morning  service,  it  was  arranged  that  the ' 
congregations  should  be  changed  between  the  litany  and  the 
communion,  the  males  and  females  attending  either  portion 
of  the  service  on  alternate  Sundays.  The  change  is  made 
without  confusion  or  much  defay,  and  as  there  did  not  appear 
to  be  any  other  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty,  we  are  glad 
to  observe  that,  though  by  no  means  perfect,  the  arrange- 
ment is  found  to  work  very  well. 

At  page  66  in  the  Appjendix,  the  Chaplain  presents  a 
Table,  showing  the  scholastic  attainments  of  the  convicts  at 
the  time  of  their  reception  and  the  progress  they  made  while 
at  Millbaiik. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Blathwayt,  who  had  been  Assistant 
Chaplain  for  some  years,  was  promoted  to  the  chaplaincy  of 
the  Defence  hulk  at  Woolwich,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  De 
Rinzi,  Chaplain  of  Leeds  Borough  gaol,  was  appointed  in  his 
place. 
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The  Roman  Catholic  prisoners  of  both  sexes  have  had  qSSSmm. 
the  usual  attendance  of  the  Catholic  priest  on  the  days 
appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Female  Convicts. 

In  our  last  Report,  we  stated  briefly  that  two  essential  J^JSk 
portions  of  the  treatment  of  female  convicts  were  effected  at 
Millbank :  one,  the  first  stage  of  their  punishment ;  the 
other,  the  penal  class,  —  that  is  to  say,  those  who,  after 
a  full  and  fair  trial,  have  been  found  incorrigible  under 
ordinaiy  discipline.  One  pentagon  is  given  up  entirely 
to  the  females,  and  one  ward,  consisting  of  15  cells  in  that 
pentagon^  is  appropriated  to  the  penal  class. 

Reception  and  Disposal  of  Female  Convicts. 

The  number  of  female  convicts  remaining  on  the  J^lSSSU 

Ist  January  1856,  was  ...         igi  of  ftmSi 


29 

19 

— 

48 

. 

2 

. 

2 

. 
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Received  during  the  year  from  Convict  Prisons, — 

Brixton  -  *  -  • 

Fnlham  Refuge  •  -  -  • 

Fisherton  Lunatic  Asylum 

Licence  revoked  ... 

County  and  Borough  Gads 

Total       -  -  -642 


Removed  during  the  year  to  Convict  Prisons, — 

Brixton  ......        376 

Dalston  Refuge  .  -  -  -  -  1 

Hereford  County  Gaol    -  .  -  .  1 

Free  Pardon        -  -  -  -  .3 

Licensed  on  medical  grounds       «  .  -  5 

Deaths    .  -  -  -  ^5 

Remaining  in  the  Prison  on  the  3l8t  Decemr 

berl856 162 

Total  -        542 

Diuly  average  niunber  throughout  the  year  -        160 


(XNlTiolS. 
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48  MiUbank  Prison. 

Conduct  of  Female  Prisoners. 

The  conduct  of  the  female  prisoners  passing  through  their 
probation  and  following  stage  of  discipline  has  been  generally 
good.  The  conduct  of  the  females  in  the  penal  class,  whom 
we  have  stated  to  be  incorrigible  under  ordinary  discipline^ 
has  been  as  bad  as  possible,  while,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
the  ordinary  female  convicts  have  been  decorous,  apparently 
attentive  during  Divine  service,  desirous  to  learn,  and  quite 
as  industrious  as  persons  of  their  previous  habits  could  have 
been  expected  to  be.  With  hardly  an  exception,  neither 
religious  teaching,  kindness,  advice,  encouragement,  nor 
punishment  have  influenced  the  conduct  of  those  in  the 
penal  class. 

Among  the  former,  numbering  511,  only  64  were  reported 
for  any  misconduct  or  irregularity  however  slight ;  among 
the  latter,  numbering  only  31,  are  recorded  227  reports. 

The  reports  against  the  former  are,  for  the  most  part,  of 
a  trifling  character ;  the  reports  against  the  latter  are  for 
committing  the  gravest  oflences  tnat  can  be  committed  in 
a  prison.  While  the  former  have  given  hopes  that  some 
amendment  has  been  going  on  within  them,  the  latter  almost 
shut  out  hope  entirely  that  they  will  ever  amend.  Here  and 
there  one  of  the  latter  may,  perhaps,  be  rescued  from  the 
utter  wretchedness  and  misery  that  is  before  them  in  this 
world,  but  of  the  greater  number  it  may  surely  be  predicted 
that,  the  remainoer  of  their  lives  will  alternate  between 
lengthened  periods  of  imprisonment,  made  the  more  galling 
through  punishments  for  prison  offences,  and  short  intervals 
of  liberty  spent  in  reckless  debauchery  and  in  the  com- 
mission of  crime. 

From  what  has  been  stated  it  is  evident  that  the  female 
convicts  in  these  two  extreme  conditions,  the  one  of  pro- 
bation and  commencement  of  their  punishment,  the  other 
of  extraordinary  restraint,  require  the  most  careful  obser- 
vation and  judicious  management.  Male  convicts  must  be 
treated  in  masses  rather  than  according  to  their  individual 
characters.  Individuality  must  be  more  regarded  with 
female  convicts. 

Due  observance  of  routine  duties  under  general  rules  and 
regulations  will  usually  eflbct  all  that  can  be  done  for  the 
one,  but  for  the  other  a  variety  of  treatment  must  be  per- 
mitted according  to  the  disposition,  temper,  health,  and  age 
of  the  prisoner ;  and  this  is  very  difficult  to  do  without 
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giving  a  suspicion  of  partiality  on  the  one  hand  and  undue 
severity  on  the  other,  or  laxity  in  discipline  or  harshness  in 
carrying  it  out. 

The  difficulties  have  been  great,  but  Miss  Dyer,  who  ranks  ^^**"- 
as  Deputy  Superintendent  and  is  at  the  head  of  the  female 
department,  has  proved  herself  competent  to  deal  with  both 
of  these  classes  of  female  convicts,  and  she  has  been  well 
assisted  by  the  remainder  of  the  female  staff. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  R.E., 
Chairman. 
D.  O'Beien, 

Vidting  Director. 
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APPENDIX, 


I. 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,  Millbank  Prison,  January  10,  1857. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  usual  Aunnal  Report  of 
^aJSSif'*  the  state  of  this  prison  for  the  year  1856,  and  would  observe  that  I 
■^      only  assumed  charge  of  it  on  the  10th  of  July  last 

Number  and 

dinuonlof 

muepri* 


Number  and  Disposal  of  Male  Prisoners : — 

The  number  of  male  prisoners  remaining  on  the  Ist  January 

1856,  was 

- 

- 

506 

Received  during  the  year  from  Convict  Prisons,- 

. 

Dartmoor 

... 

13 

Portsmouth 

- 

7 

Portland 

-            .            - 

12 

Parkhurst 

... 

7 

Chatham 

... 

1 

Leicester  County 

... 

1 

41 

From  Convict  Hulks — 

"  Warrior  '^          -            - 

... 

6 

<«Stu:ling  Castle*' 

• 

1 

«  Defence  *• 

... 

4 

11 

Bermuda 

... 

138 

Gibraltar 

.            .            » 

222 

360 

Bethlehem  Hospital 

- 

3 

Fisherton  Lunatic  Asylum 

. 

12 

15 

Licence  revoked 

. 

6 

Soldiers  and  Marines  by  General  Courts-martial 

68 

County  and  Borough  Gaols 

. 

1,758 

1,832 

Total    - 

- 

2,765 

These  prisoners  have  been  disposed  of  as  follows,  viz. — 

To  Convict  Prisons — 

Parkhurst            -            -             -             -             -  71 

PentonviUe          -             -            -            -            -  689 

Portland               -             -             -             -             -  314 

Dartmoor  (fit  only  for  light  labour)          -             -  208 

Portsmouth          .....  164 

1,446 

Carried  forward         -         1,446 
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Brought  forward 
To  Convict  Hulks — 

"Warrior"         .....  37 

« Stirling  Castle,"  (invalids)        -            .            .  33 

"Defence," (23  invaUds)              -            -            -  28 

Western  Australia  (per  ship  "  Runnymede  ")      - 

Bethlehem  Hospital         -            -            .            -  . 
Philanthropic  Institution              .... 

Newgate,  for  fresh  trial               -            -            -  1 

{Free              ....  35 

/  Cold  Bath  Fields      -  1 

Conditional  to  5^  Edinburgh  Priaon    .  1 

I  Stafford  Conntj  do.  1 

T .  r  Chiefly  from  Gibraltar  and  Bermuda        303 

Liicensea   \  Qn  medical  grounds  -            -            -  11 

Bow  Street  Police  Court              .            -            .  - 
Spike  Island,  Irish  convicts  from  Gibraltar 

Military  Escort  ...            -            -  ^ 

Deaths  (1  suicide)           .            -            -            .  - 
Remaining  in  the  prison  on  the  3l8t  December  1856 

Total 


1,446 


98 
3 
7 
2 


Govpniort 
Eeport. 


39 


314 

1 

9 

1 

13 

832 

2,765 


Hie  ^eatest  number  of  prisoners  confined  at  any  one  time,  as  will 
appear  By  the  return  in  the  Appendix,  was, — 

Males  (15th  November)  -  -  •  -  -  989 

Females  (Ist  October)     -  -  -  -  -  190 

Daily  average  number  throughout  the  year — 

Males      ..-.'...  768 

Females-  -•-..-  160 


Total 


928 


State  of  the  Buildinas. — The  buildings  generally  are  in  a  good  state  ?*^|^*»« 
of  repair.     In  connexion  with  these  I  would  remark,  that  the  Tower  ''**™"'^ 
of  Pentagon,  No.  1,  (to  which  attention  has  been  drawn  in  previous 
reports  on  account  of  the  sinking  of  its  foundation,)  is  not  considered 
to  be  in  a  more  precarious  state  than  when  last  reported. 

About  150  yards  of  the  boundary  wall  on  the  South  side  have 
bulged  out  at  the  top,  but  no  apprehension  of  falling  is  entertained, 
its  condition  having  been  the  same  for  some  years. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  construct  some  new 
dark  ceUs  for  the  reception  of  female  convicts  in  No.  3  Pentagon. 
Some  increase  to  the  strength  of  the  prison  has  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  as  weak  points  nave  been  brought  under  observation  by 
the  attempts  of  convicts  to  escape. 

Under  the  superintendence  of  the  engineer,  two  patent  smoke 
consuming  furnaces  have  been  fitted  up  in  the  bakery,  and  have  un- 
dergone satisfactory  trial ;  economy  in  the  consumption  of  fuel  being 
dieir  chief  recommendation. 

d2 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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^veraor'i      Conduct  of  Subordinate  Officers, — I  have  every  reason  to  be  satis- 
—  *     fied  with  the  conduct  of  the  subordinate  officers,  there  having  been 
subordinate  two  cases  Only  in  which  dismissal  from  the  service  has  been  found 
offloert.       necessary.     A  considerable  diminution  was  made  in  their  staff  at  the 
commencement  of  the  financial  year,  in  consequence  of  the  reduction 
of  the  number  of  male  prisoners  from  1,100  to  900.     To  meet  this 
arrangement,  13  officers  were  discharged  on  superannuation,  or  trans- 
ferred to  other  convict  prisons. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  noticing  the  services  of  the  late  chief 
warder  of  this  prison,  Mr.  Finnic,  an  officer  much  respected  by 
all  in  the  establishment,  and  whose  meritorious  conduct  has  lately 
procured  him  promotion  to  the  office  of  Deputy  Governor  of  the 
"  Defence ''  hulk,  Woolwich. 
SSfaSSL  Conduct  and  Treatment  of  Male  Prisoners, — I  have  to  report 
ment  of  favourably  on  the  conduct  of  the  male  prisoners  generally,  the  number 
"^^"     of  reports  being  swelled  by  the  bad  conduct  of  a  few  of  the  incor- 


rigible convicts  who  have  been  sent  back  to  Millbank  from  public 
works  prisons,  where  they  have  been  found  unfit  for  association.  The 
returns  of  punishments  appended  will  show  that  the  reports  against 
ordinary  convicts  have  been  generally  slight.  Corporal  punishment 
with  a  cat  was  inflicted  upon  two  adult  prisoners,  and  one,  a  juvenile, 
was  whipped  with  a  birch.  The  total  number  of  reports  against  male 
prisoners  was  800,  of  which  381  were  met  by  admonitions,  56  by 
deprivation  of  one  meal,  and  77  by  one  day's  bread  and  water  diet. 

The  amount  of  punishment  has  been  rather  less  in  ratio  to  the 
average  number  of  prisoners  in  former  years. 

The  system  of  employing  a  small  number  of  males  of  exemplary 
character  in  the  steward's  department,  that  of  the  manufacturer, 
and  infirmary,  continues  to  work  well. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  Female  Prisoners^ — 
Number  and  The  number  of  female  convicts  remaining  on  the  1st 

^SS^^^  January  1856,  was      -  ...  -         161 

lonert.  Received  during  the  year  from  Convict  Prisons, — 

Brixton  --....- 
Falham  Refuge   -  -  -  .  - 

Fisherton  Lunatic  Asylum  ... 

Licence  revoked  .... 

County  and  Borough  Goals         -  .  . 

Total        -  .  .        542 

Bemoved  during  the  year  to  Convict  Prisons, — 

Brixton  ----..-  375 

Dalston  Refuge   ------  1 

Hereford  County  Gaol     -            -            -            -           -  1 

Free  Pardon        .-----  3 

Licensed  on  medical  grounds        .            -            .           -  5 
Deaths     -------5 

Remaining  in  the  prison  on  the  3l8t  December  1856      -  152 

Total  -  -        542 


29 

19 

i_ 

48 

— 

2 

• 

2 

• 
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Female  Prisoners. — Escapes. — Manufactonj.  53 

Conduct  and  Treatment  of  Female  Prisoners.— The  conduct  of  the  ^aSJS?** 
ordinary  female  prisoners,  as  will  appear  from  the  return   in  the  condact 
Appendix,  has  been  on  the  whole  good ;  but  most  of  those  who  were  ^^iw*" 
deemed  to  be  incorrigible  at  Brixton  Prison  have  not  only  continued  female  pri- 
to  be  so  here,  but  at  times  have  been  scarcely  manageable.     It  is  **""^ 
ahnost  impossible  to  describe  their  thoroughly  reckless  and  abandoned 
behaviour.    Punishment  upon  this  class  has  little  effect,  and  the  bad 
conduct  of  one  is  sufficient  to  excite  the  remainder  to  acts  of  violence 
and  infemy. 

I  cannot  close  this  part  of  my  Report  without  bearing  testimony  to 
the  unwearied  attention,  and  judicious  conduct,  evinced  by  Miss  Dyer, 
the  Deputy  Superintendent,  and  the  female  officers,  in  their  treatment 
of  these  women. 

Escapes. — No  prisoner  has  effected  his  escape  during  the  year,  but,  B«5»pet. 
at  two  different  periods,  attempts  were  made  by  individual  prisoners, 
to  breaking  through  the  walls. 

Manufactory — The  profits  arising  to  the  manufactoiy,  by  thejjj^"*^ 
employment  of  convicts,  from  the  1st  January  to  the  Slst  December 
1856,  are  much  reduced  in  amount  as  compared  with  the  profits 
of  last  year.  This  arises  from  the  circumstance  of  our  staple  em- 
ployment— the  making  up  of  military  great  coats — having,  since  the 
peace,  gradually  fallen  off,  till,  at  this  time,  it  has  entirely  ceased,  and 
our  having  completed  engagements  made  with  the  Admiralty  to 
supply  Government  with  navy  jackets  and  biscuit  bags. 

The  above  sources  failing,  arrangements  have  been  entered  into 
with  some  city*  houses  to  make  up  sailors'  jackets,  &c. ;  and  to  a 
considerable  extent  the  attempt  has  been  successful. 

This  year,  the  whole  of  the  uniforms  worn  by  the  officers  of 
this  prison,  as  well  as  a  number  of  uniform  great  coats  for  other 
Government  prisons  and  hulks,  have  been  made  up  at  Millbank ; 
and  it  is  only  right  to  state,  that  the  uniforms  previously  supplied  by 
contract  were  not  so  well  made,  nor  so  good  in  quality,  as  those  made 
here,  though  the  cost  was  greater. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  employed  daily  were — 
Males        -        -        -        .        522 
Females    -        -        -        -        149 

671 

The  accompanying  statement  of  articles  made  up  shows  the  amount 
and  description  of  work  that  has  been  done  during  the  year  1856. 

The  probable  receipts  from  prisoners'  labour  will  amount  to  2,200/., 
exclusive  of  a  large  sum,  about  2,800/.,    not  brought  into  account, 
for  making  up  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  for  other  convict  establishments. 
Weaving  dowlas  and  towelling  for  prison  use  has  been  resumed. 

I  have  the  honom:  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
K.  D.  J.  Bramlt,  Governor. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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^^IJBimor^  Statement  of  sundry  Gabments,  Stob£8,&c.,  made  in  the  Manufacturing 
^!^*  Department  of  Millbank  Prison,  for  12  months,  from  Ist  of  January 

to  31st  of  December  1856. 

Military  great  coats          ...        -  iVb.  9,241 

Military  trousers      -         •        -        •        -  „  434 

Prisoners' jackets     -        -         -        -        -  „  3,414 

Prisoners'  waistcoats         -         -         -        -  ,,  4,478 

Prisoners'  trousers   -----  „  8,976 

Flannel  garments     -----  „  7,207 

Officers'  key  pouches         -        -        -         .  ,,  150 

Officers' belts „  100 

Shirts „  7,481 

Hanmiocks  and  bed  sackings     -         -        •  „  852 

Shoes -  Pairs  4,745 

Navy  jackets  (Government)     -         -        -  No.  1,665 

Navy  jackets „  1,612 

Shirting  (woven) Yards  1,588 

.   Handkerchiefs  (woven)     -        -         -        -  „  715 

White  cotton  (woven)       -        -        -        -  „  1,117 

Bagging  (woven) „  82,718 

Beds iVb.  2,141 

PiDows „  2,111 

Drabbet  frocks „  4,866 

Biscuit  bags             -        .        -        -        .  ,,  47,450 

Articles  of  cooperage        -        .        -        -  „  584 

Shoes  repaired         -         -         -                  -     Pairs  3,782 

Uniform  garments             -        -         -        -  JVb.  540 

Spanish  coats  ------  „  230 

Sheets             „  1,976 

Towels „  6,225 

Kit  bags „  2,730 

Bed  and  pillow  cases       .        -        -        -  „  4,810 

Hammock  straps „  4,274 

Union  coats             -        -        .        -        .  ^^  62 

Winding  yams Lbs.  39,075 

Cell  stools No.  650 

Picking  oakum,  &c.           -         -        -         .  Lbs.  36,515 

Prisoners*  drinking  mugs          -         -         -  No.  876 

Braces „  4,030 

Nose  Bags „  649 

Caps „  688 

Shifts  and  Shawls             -         -        .         -  „  445 

Stays „  106 

Drab  capes „  200 

Blue  serge  frocks „  529 

Brushes „  120 
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MALE  PRISONERS. 

Return  sbowing  the  Ntiinber  of  Pbmonebs  Rspobtbd,  and  those  not 
Reportbd,  from  1st  Janatrj  to  dlst  Deoemher  1866. 

Prisoners  in  Millbank  Prison  on  the  Ist  Jannary  1856  •        606 


Repoart. 


18 

» 

12 

. » 

11 

n 

3 

w 

6 

f» 

2 

f» 

6 

»* 

1 

99 

1 

W 

1 

>» 

1 

» 

188 

Dt  50  not 

pnnished. 

Reports. 

reported  once 

77 

„         twice  - 

86 

„         thrice  - 

36 

„          four  times 

44 

„          five  times 

15 

y,          six  times 

30 

„          seven  times      - 

14 

„          eight  times 

48 

„         sixteen  times 

16 

„         seventeen  times 

17 

„         twentj-three  times 

23 

^         fortj-one  times 

41 

►tal        .        .        -        . 

397 

88  punished  ;  368  not  reported. 


Prisoners  received  into  Millbank  Prison  from  1st  January 
to  3l8t  December  1856        -        -  ... 


2,259 


Reports. 

165  of  these  Prisoners  were  reported 

[once     - 

- 

165 

65 

99 

99 

twice  - 

- 

110 

30 

»> 

99 

thrice  - 

- 

90 

9 

99 

99 

four  times 

- 

36 

8 

99 

99 

five  times 

- 

40 

6 

99 

99 

six  times 

- 

36 

6 

99 

99 

seven  times 

- 

35 

2 

99 

99 

eight  times 

- 

16 

1 

9» 

99 

nine  times 

- 

9 

2 

99 

99 

eleven  times 

- 

22 

1 

99 

99 

thirteen  times 

13 

I 

91 

99 

twenty-two  times  22 

285 

Total 

. 

. 

594 

127  not  punished. 

Reports 

991 

158  punished 

;  1,974  not 

reported. 

2,765 

Total    423  prisoners  reported  ;   2,342  not  reported. 

There  is  a  discrepancy  of  191  in  the  return  of  reports,  when  compared 
-with  that  of  punishments.  140  of  these  were  incurred  by  prisoners  either 
under  medical  treatment,  or  observation  in  the  infirmary  ;  61  were  mixed 
up  and  settled  with  other  reports  in  that  return. 
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FEMALE  PBISONEES. 


Betubn  showing  the  Number  of  Fbisonebs  Beported,  and  those  not 
Bepokted  from  Ist  January  to  Slst  December  1856. 


In  the  Prison  Ist  January  1856 

17  of  these  Prisoners  were 
6 
6 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 


39 
Deduct    4  not  punished. . 

35  punished ;  122  not  reported. 


reported  once 

Beporte. 
17 

„          twice  - 

- 

12 

„          thrice  - 

- 

18 

„          four  times 

- 

8 

„          five  times 

- 

5 

„          six  times 

. 

18 

„         eleven  times 

- 

11 

„         twelve  times 

- 

12 

,,          fifteen  times 

- 

15 

„          twenty-one  times 

21 

Total 

■ 

137 

161 


Prisoners  received  during  the  Year  1856 

30  of  these  Prisoners  t 
5 
3 
4 
1 
1 

i  » 

2 
1 
2 
1 

2 

52 
Deduct  12  not  punished. 

40  punished ;  329  not  reported. 

Total     91  prisoners  reported ;  451  not  reported. 


381 


reported  once  - 

. 

Beportf. 
30 

„         twice    - 

- 

10 

„          thrice    - 

- 

9 

y,          four  times 

- 

8 

„          five  times 

- 

5 

„          six  times 

- 

6 

„          seven  times 

- 

7 

„          eight  times 

- 

16 

„          nine  times 

- 

9 

„          ten  times 

- 

20 

„          thirteen  times 

- 

13 

„         sixteen  times 

- 

16 

„          twenty-seven  times    54 

Total 

203 

Reports 

- 

340 

642 


There  is  a  discrepancy  of  73  reports.  These  were  incurred  by  prisoners 
either  under  medical  treatment^  or  under  punishment,  and  setUed  with 
other  reports  in  this  return* 
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Expenditure.  63 

Statement  showing  th^  Expenditure  of  Millbank  Prison,  for  the  year  ^jI^Sh* 
ending  dlst  March  1857.  —  ' 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks      -        - 

Wages  of  sabordinate  officers  and  servants 

Saluies  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment       -  -  -  -  -        •         . 

Bations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 

Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants  ... 

Victualling  prisoners  -  -  - 

Clothing,  &c.  for  prisoners  .  .  .  - 

Bedding  for  prisoners         .  -  - 

Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  Ike 

Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick)        •  -        - 

Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 
liberation        ...... 

Gratuities  to  convicts  -  ... 

Fnmiture  and  fittings         .  .  .  -         - 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockerv,  cutlery,  &c. 

Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes        -        - 

Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs         -  -         - 

Soap,  scouring,  and  cleaning  articles        .  .  - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops        -  ... 

Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c.         .  .  - 

Various  small  disbursements        -        •  -  - 

Bent,  rates,  and  taxes  -  -  *         - 


£    s. 

d. 

4,050  5 

9 

6,092  16 

2 

2,600  17 

4 

1,580  8 

5 

767  19 

0 

8,658  19 

10 

3,648  3 

8 

284  16 

1 

293  2 

9 

222  17 

0 

189  0 

8* 

40  19 

0 

228  10 

0 

116  19 

7 

2,142  2 

5 

707  0 

6 

666  10 

8 

270  6 

6 

61  8 

6 

496  3 

0 

262  12 

0 

Total        -  .       -  ^638,276  12  lOJ 

Deduct — ^Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of 

productive  labour         -  ...       2,893  17    2 

Net  expenditure  -  jf  80,382  15    8^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


64  Millbank  Prison  (^Appendix). 

IL 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen^  Millbank  Prison^  January  9,  1857. 

c^pi^n'«  I  BEG  leave  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  now  expired, 

—  "  briefly  adverting  to  the  means  employed  with  a  view  to  the  moral 
and  religious  improvement  of  the  prisoners^  and  the  temper  generally 
evinced  by  them  under  the  instruction  variously  afforded. 

Male  Prisoners. — The  daily  chapel  services  have  been  conducted 
as  formerly,  embracing  Liturgical  prayers  and  Scripture  exposition. 
The  exercises  from  the  New  Testament  in  the  schools,  and  the  cate- 
chetical instruction  connected  with  the  same,  as  given  by  the  school- 
masters in  the  several  classes,  have  been  fitted  generally  to  foster  (in 
many  cases  to  generate)  the  habit  of  attention,  rendering  the  minis- 
trations of  the  Chaplains  more  profitable  than  if  no  such  subsidiary 
means  had  been  used. 

The  following  remarks,  occurring  in  my  last  Report,  apply  equally 
to  the  year  1856  : — 

**  Prisoners  employed  in  the  bakery,  not  having  leisure  to  attend 
the  week-day  services,  have  had  the  benefit  of  two  full  services  on 
Sundays. 

^^  Prisoners  employed  in  the  kitchens  have  attended  alternate  daily 
services,  and  one  of  those  on  Sundays. 

'^  Prisoners  employed  in  the  garden  have  attended  the  daily  and 
Sunday  services  with  the  pentagon  in  which  they  were  located. 

^^  The  artisans  have  attended  Divine  service  twice  on  week-days, 
and  with  their  pentagon  on  Sundays. 

^'  Prisoners  of  the  penal  class  have  attended  Divine  service  con- 
stantly on  week-days,  and  with  their  pentagon  on  Sundays." 

The  Roman  Catholic  prisoners  have  had  the  privilege  of  relicious 
ministrations  from  a  clergyman  of  their  own  communion  every  Sun- 
day and  Wednesday  afternoon. 

A  reference  to  the  general  order  book  supplies  the  following 
particulars,  showing  the  amount  of  Sunday  ministrations  afforded  to 
the  male  prisoners. 

On  24  Sundays  in  the  year  the  whole  of  them,  with  the  exceptions 
above  specified,  had  the  benefit  of  two  full  services. 

On  7  Sundays  (6  of  which  were  consecutive),  and  on  Good  Friday, 
three-fifths  of  the  prisoners  in  turn  attended  two  full  services,  the 
remaining  two-fifths  being  restricted  to  one. 

On  4  Sundays,  two  fifths  of  the  prisoners  attended  two  full  services, 
the  remaining  three-fifths  being  present  at  a  single  service. 

On  6  Sundays  the  whole  of  the  male  prisoners  attended  one  service 
only. 

On*  the  last  11  Sundays  in  the  year,  and  on  Christmas  Day,  three- 
fifths  of  the  male  prisoners  had,  in  turn,  the  benefit  of  two  services,  viz.. 
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the  morning  prayers  and  litanj^ofr  commnnlon  service,  with  sermon^  in  OupMn't 
addition  to  a  fnll  service  in  the  afternoon ;  whilst  the  remainder  were  ^^^ 
restricted  to  one  service.  It  having  been  arranged,  with  a  view  to 
the  male  and  female  prisoners  both  attending  some  portion  of  the 
appointed  morning  service,  that  the  congregations  should  be  changed 
between  the  litanj  and  communion — ^the  male  and  female  prisoners 
attending  either  part  of  the  service  on  alternate  Sundays. 

The  Holj  oommunion  has  been  administered  four  times,  and  the 
candidates  visited  separately  with  a  view  to  their  suitable  prepa- 
ration, those  being  deferred  who,  either  from  ignorance  of  the  nature 
of  the  ordinance,  or  from  recent  exhibition  of  any  unchristian  temper, 
were  manifestly  unfit 

The  infirmary  ministrations  have  been  daily  performed  as  hereto- 
fore by  the  Assistant  Chaplain,  who  has  usually  devoted  a  con- 
siderable portiion  of  his  time  to  the  duty  of  separate  visitation  in  the 
wards. 

The  religious  instructor  has  continued  his  Scripture  exercises 
with  the  pnsoners  individually ;  Mr.  Irwin  having  been  employed 
in  the  like  duty  whenever  he  could  be  spared  from  his  ordinary 

Tgements  in  the  schools, 
may  venture  to  say  that  the  various  opportunities  given  for  re- 
ligious and  general  instruction  have  been  almost  universally  regarded 
as  a  privilege.  How  far  the  seed  sown  may  have  taken  root  is  quite 
a  separate  question,  respecting  which,  it  is  painful  to  remark,  that 
the  hope  which  may  reasonably  be  entertained  with  respect  of  some 
bears  a  small  proportion,  indeed,  to  the  distrust  which  must  be  felt 
in  reference  to  the  majority. 

The  school  instruction  has  been  conducted  as  formerly,  each 
prisoner  generally  attending  two  half-days  in  the  week,  the  Chaplain 
and  Assistant  Chaplain  visiting  the  schools  in  turn. 

The  class-books  in  use  have  been,  as  formerly,  selected  from  those 
published  by  the  British  and  Foreign  School  Society,  or  from  those 
under  the  <&ection  of  the  Commissioners  of  National  Education  in 
Ireland. 

The  schoolmasters  speak  satisfactorily  of  the  desire  for  improve- 
ment which,  in  most  cases,  has  been  evinced,  whilst  rep<Mrts  against 
individual  prisoners  for  disobedience  or  insubordination  have  been 
comparatively  rare. 

Annexed  to  this  Report  are  two  Tables,  the  former  giving  the 
scholastic  attainments  of  the  several  convicts  at  the  time  of  their 
reception  into  this  prison  during  the  course  of  the  year,  the  latter 
containing  a  general  statement  of  the  progress  made  by  thenu 

In  concludmg  this  Report,  I  gladly  availmyself  of  the  opportunity 

S resented  by  Mr.  Blathwayt's  promotion  to  the  chaplaincy  of  the 
nvalid  Convict  Establishment  at  Woolwich,  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion of  the  able  and  conscientious  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  oflSce  in  this  place,  and  the  cordiality  with  which  he 
has  laboured  as  my  coadjutor. 
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Qnpiiriii'i  Tablb  No.  1. 

^2^  Shewing  the  Scholastic  Attainments  of  2,259  Male  Convicts  at  the  time 
of  their  Reception  into  Millbank  Prison,  during  the  year  ending  Slat 
December  1866. 
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*  Under  this  head  are  included  5  **  Penal  Class  "  convicts,  not  yet  allowed  the  privile^ 
of  attending  school,  and  230  of  die  convicts  from  Bermuda  and  Gibralter,  awaiting  their 
liberation  on  licence,  and  whose  stay  in  this  prison  was  expected  to  be  so  short  as  to 
render  it  unnecessary  to  record  their  attainments. 


Table  No.  2. 

Shewing  the  General  Scholastic  Progress  made  by  the  Male  Convicts, 
during  the  year  ending  3 1st  December  1866. 


Progress  at  School 


Period  of  Detention. 


•  Above 
3  months 
and  under 
6  months. 


Above 
6  months 
and  under 
9  months. 


Above 
9  months. 


Totals. 


Well  informed,  progress  not  appreciable 
Very  aatiifiictory     -       -       . 
Satisfactory     •       •       •       .. 
Moderate         .... 

litfle 

None      ..... 


16 
11 

232 

221 

69 


4 
4 
68 
66 
44 
10 


6 

8 

28 

38 
18 

4 


Convict!  from  Bermuda  and  Oibraltar  whose  detention  was  less  than  3  months 
Other  convicts  whose  detention  was  less  than  3  months  •  .  •  • 
Penal  Class  convicts  not  yet  permitted  to  attend  school  •        .        *        . 


26 

18 

212 

336 

283 

73 

360 

948 

6 


Grand  Total  - 


-  2,269 


Female  Prisoners. — There  has  been  a  daily  morning  eervice  in 
chapel  of  the  same  character  as  that  afforded  to  the  male  prisoners, 
consisting  of  selections  from  the  liturgy,  and  a  familiar  exposition  of 
some  passage  in  Scripture. 

Sunday  Services, — On  6  Sundays  in  the  year  all  the  Protestant 
female  prisoners,  able  to  attend  at  the  time,  had  two  full  services. 
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On  the  last  1 1  Sundays  in  the  year^  and  on  Christmas  Day,  the  ^^^J^S^ 
aforesaid  prisoners  attended  part  of  the  morning  service,  viz.,  mom*      - — 
ing  prayers  with  litany,  or  communion  with  sermon,  on  alternate 
Sunoays,  and  a  full  evening  service. 

On  the  remaining  35  Sundays  and  on  Good  Friday,  they  had  a 
full  evening  service  only. 

The  Holy  communion  has  been  administered  four  times  in  the 
year,  the  same  care  being  taken  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  the 
female  candidates  as  that  already  noticed  in  regard  to  the  males. 

The  sick  have  been  daily  visited,  ordinarily  by  the  Assistant  Chap- 
lain, and  ministrations  afforded  similar  to  those  rendered  in  the  male 
infirmaiT- 

The  lady  Scripture-reader  has  continued  to  visit  the  prisoners 
separately  in  their  cells.     I  annex  her  report  in  full. 

Cellular  instruction  alone  having  been  given  by  the  schoolmis- 
tresses to  the  prisoners  singly,  1  have  deemed  it  inexpedient  to 
prescribe  a  strictly  uniform  system ;  but  have  contented  myself  with 
offering  such  suggestions  from  time  to  time  as  occasion  prompted, 
leaving  the  method  of  dealing  with  the  several  individuals  under  their 
respective  charge  to  their  own  discretion,  derivable  from  personal 
experience  and  observation. 

The  behaviour  of  the  female  convicts  during  Divine  service  has 
been  generally  marked  with  attention  and  propriety  ;  the  only  ex- 
ception applies  to  the  penal  class.  The  beting  of  many  of  these 
women  in  chapel  has  been  most  irreverent,  and  their  general  conduct 
revoltinffly  bad. 

A  religious  service  (in  the  work-room)  has  been  regularly  per- 
formed for  the  benefit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prisoners  by  their  own 
dergyman,  who  has  likewise  made  it  a  practice  to  visit  on  some  day 
during  the  week  such  prisoners  belonging  to  his  communion  as  re- 
quested to  see  him  on  that  occasion. 

It  being  easier  than  safe  to  speculate  on  remote  results,  I  do  not 
hazard  any  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  means  employed  having 
proved  effectual  in  promoting  a  change  in  the  spirit  and  character  of 
those  for  whose  benefit  they  were  designed.  If  this  be  difiicult  in 
the  case  of  the  male  prisoners,  it  is  still  more  so  in  that  of  the  women, 
many  of  whom  may  have  been  touched  with  a  feeling  of  religion, 
which  it  is  to  be  feared  will  proye  no  less  transient  than  superficial ; 
and  of  whom  it  may  appositely  be  said,  in  the  pregnant  language  of 
the  prophet,  that  ^^  theur  goodness  is  as  the  morning  doud,  and  as  the 
early  dew  it  passeth  away.**  I  shall,  therefore,  conclude  with  this 
trite  remark,  tnat  whilst  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged  must  con- 
tinue to  be  pre-eminently  a  work  of  faith,  and  endeavour  (in  prayer, 
feel  reliance  on  that  help  which  alone  can  bring  the  endeavour  to 
good  effect)  be  ours,  the  event  must  be  left  to  ^e  wise  disposal  of 
Him  '^  who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counsel  of  His  own  will.^ 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  faithful  servant, 
•  John  Penny, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  Chaplain, 

of  Convict  Prisons. 

£  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68  Mil&ank  Priicn  (Appendix). 

Beporft.  The  Ladt  Scbipture  Reader,  Miss  Keep's,  Report  for  1856. 

My  time  has  been  spent  for  the  most  part  in  visiting  from  cell  to  cell, 
each  prisoner  receiving  a  visit  about  once  in  a  fortnight.  A  portion  of 
Scripture  has  been  read  at  each  opportunity,  either  by  the  prisoner  or  by 
myself ;  and  I  have  then  endeavoured  to  explain  it,  chiefly  drawing  out 
by  questions  the  instruction  previously  given.  My  desire  has  been,  not 
only  that  the  understanding  should  be  enlightened,  but  the  heart  affected, 
and  the  truths  of  Scripture  brought  to  bear  on  the  personal  experience  of 
each  individual. 

I  have  always  been  received  with  respect,  and  listened  to  with  apparent 
attention,  and  in  some  few  cases,  I  think  a  real  interest  has  been  felt  and 
evidenced  by  nice  inquiries  put  to  me,  and  passages  of  Scripture  marked 
down  as  needing  explanation. 

Many  of  the  prisoners  have  willingly  committed  to  memory  a  chapter 
or  hymn. 

I  have  visited  the  infirmary  on  Sunday  afternoons,  giving  one,  two,  oi 
three  readings,  as  the  number  of  patients  required.  My  visits  to  the 
infirmary  have  not  been  confined  to  the  Sabbath,  as  some  special  visits 
have  been  required  almost  daily. 

Of  three  women  who  have  died  in  the  infirmary,  two  have  afforded 
hope  that  they  had  '^  passed  from  death  unto  life."  The  poor  woman  who 
lately  died  in  her  ceU^  I  visited  four  days  previous  to  her  death. 

I  have  also  read  in  the  penal  ward  on  Sunday  afternoons,  but  I  fear 
with  no  good  result,  for  though  my  questions  have  usually  been  met  with 
a  ready  answer,  and  there  has  been  seeming  attention  at  times,  yet  it  is 
but  too  evident  that  the  conduct  of  these  unhappy  women  is  at  present 
uninfluenced  by  the  Word  of  God. 

(Signed)        LomsA  Mart  Keep. 
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III. 


MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENPS  REPORT. 


GsKTLSMEHy  MUbofik  Priion,  January  20,  1857. 

I  HAVE  again  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  prison  is  satis-  gJJJjSjJ* . 
factorj ;  no  epidemic  has  been  prevalent  during  the  past  year;  and     denfi 
those  diseases  which  have  hitherto  appeared  to  t^  ahnost  inseparably    ^^p^ 
connected  with  the  locality,  have  been  less  frequent. 

It  was  stated  in  the  last  Annual  Report  that^  ^'  during  the  preceding 
twelve  years  there  had  been,  on  the  average,  nearly  seven  deaths 
annually  from  fever,  dysentery^  and  eryripelas^''  and  that  **  during 
the  year  1855,  there  were  only  two  deaths  from  those  diseases,  name- 
ly, one  from  erysipelas  and  one  from  fever.^  In  the  course  of  the 
year  just  past,  only  two  cases  of  decided  fever  occurred,  neither  of 
which  was  fatal :  only  seven  cases  of  dysentery,  not  one  of  which 
was  fatal ;  and  seven  cases  of  erysipdas,  including  one  fatal  case. 
{See  Tables  IL  and  Y.)  So  that,  in  regard  to  these  diseases,  there 
has  been  a  further  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  establishment. 

Again,  the  prevalence  of  diarrhcca  has  been  less  than  in  former 
years ;  the  average  weekly  number  of  cases  of  that  complaint  per 
1,000  prisoners,  during  the  eleven  years  from  1844  to  1854,  inclusive, 
was  37,  and,  except  in  1848  when  it  was  22,  it  was  in  no  year  lower 
than  29'5  (see  last  Annual  Report).  In  1855,  it  was  22*6,  and  dur* 
ing  last  year  it  fell  to  171.    (5ee  Table  VIIL) 

These  favourable  results  are,  I  believe,  attributable  in  great  part 
to  the  purity  of  the  water  with  which  the  prisoners  are  now  supplied. 
I  have,  therefore,  a  strong  hope  that  they  will  be  permanent 

The  number  of  the  sick  admitted  to  the  infirmary  has  differed 
little  from  the  numbers  in  the  years  1851,  1853,  and  1855.  In  the 
year  1852,  the  number  was  smaUer,  and  in  1854,  larger.  The  sick 
treated  in  the  wards  of  the  prison  during  last  year,  like  those  of  the 
two  previous  years,  were  much  less  numerous  than  those  of  the  three 
years,  1851,  1852,  and  1853,  and  were  also  less  in  number  than  in 
anv  year  from  1843  to  1853.  The  daily  number  of  «ick  in  the 
innrmary  has  been  less'  than  in  the  last  five  yeaisi,  the  year  1856 
excepted;  and  the  excess,  as  compared  with  the  last  year,  has  been 
chieny  due  to  the  large  number  of  invalids  received  into  the  prison, 
and  kept  for  some  time  in  the  infirmary,  before  they  were  removed  to 
tike  invalid  hulk,  or  died*  {See  subjoined  Table,  and  Tables  lY.  and 
YIL  in  the  Appendix.) 
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IMioal 

Report 
—                      Years. 

Deaths*  per 

1.000 

Prisoners. 

Nomberof  Sick 
admitted  to  the 
Infirmary  per 
I,000Prisoners. 

Ayerage  Daily 
Number  of 

Infirmary  Sick 
per  1,000 
Prisoners. 

Arerage  Daily 

Number  of 

Cases  of  casoal 

Sick  per  1,000 

Prisoners. 

1851  - 

1852  - 

1853  .        .        * 

1854  - 

1855  -        . 

1856  - 

18-31 
30-76 
Sl*19 
31-91 
6-20 
19*38 

-  808 
593 
813 

1,255 
851 
812 

82 
83 
97 
106 
50 
70 

26 
22 
20 
13 
12 
U 

The  circumstance  last  mentioned  has  caused  the  mortality  in  the 
prison^  though  much  lower  than  the  average  of  previous  years,  to  be 
higher  than  in  the  year  1855.  In  the  year  1855,  there  were  only 
six  deaths  (exclusive  of  five  deaths  from  cholera),  but  twenty  prison- 
ers were  removed  to  the  invalid  hulk  on  account  of  diseases  of  fatal 
tendency.  During  last  year  there  were  eighteen  deaths,  and  only 
thirteen  removals  on  account  of  fatal  disease.  (See  Table  I.)  In 
-the  preceding  year  there  was  no  death  from  tubercular  disease  of  the 
lungs  (pubnonary  consumption) ;  all  the  prisoners  labouring  u^der  it 
having  been  removed  to  the  invalid  hulk.  But  during  last  year 
.that  disease  was  the  cause  of  ten  out  of  the  eighteen  deaths ;  several 
prisoners  having  been  in  so  advanced  a  stage  of  consumption  at  the 
time  of  their  reception  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  them  in  the 
infirmary  of  the  prison  until  they  died. 

Of  the  ten  prisoners  who  died  of  pulmonary  consumption,  and  ten 
who  were  removed  on  account  of  the  same  disease  to  the  invalid  hulk, 
twelve  were  distinctly  labouring  under  its  symptoms  when  they  were 
received,  and  three  others  were  in  impaired  health  at  the  time  of 
their  reception,  and  in  all  probability  were  already  affected  with  the 
disease  in  an  early  stage.  (See  Tables  II.  and  IX.)  In  six  instances 
the  consumptive  disease  appears  to  have  commenced  in  the  prison^ 
and  in  more  than  half  of  these  cases,  as  well  as  in  some  others,  when 
the  prisoners  were  received  into  Millbank  after  long  confinement  in 
other  prbons,  the  development  of  the  pulmonary  disease  must  be 
referred  to  the  effects  of  imprisonment. 

Of  the  remaining  eight  deaths,  one  was  caused  by  tubercular 
disease  in  the  brain,  one  by  phlegmonous  erysipelas  followed  by  peri« 
tonitis,  one  by  suicidal  hangmg,  one  by  accidental  fracture  of  the 
skull,  and.  the  remainder  by  diseases  which  are  comparatively  rare 
causes  of  death  in  prisons,  namely,  one  hy  disease  of  the  heart,  one 
by  epilepsy,  one  by  extensive  softening  of  the  brain,  and  one  by 
hydatids  in  the  lungs.     (See  Table  IL) 

The  suicide  was  that  of  a  Portuguese  who  had  shown  great  sul* 
lenness,  and  occasionally  savageness,  of  tamper,  but  in  whom  no 

*  EzdnsiTe  of  deaUis  from  eholera.  ' 
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evideiMe  of  iiiMnity  had  been  detected.  He  had  been  allowed  to  ligBgi 
work  in  company  with  other  prisoners  until^  on  account  of  bis  yiolent  ^CaST 
temper,  it  was  found  necessary  to  jdaoe  him  again  in  a  separate  cell.     ^^S^ 

Only  four  prisoners  were  releasee!  on  licence  on  the  ground  of  their 
etate  of  bodily  health.  Two  of  these  had  strumous  disease  of  joints^ 
for  which,  in  both,  amputation  of  the  kff  waa  needed;  and  as  this 
eeriooa  operation  could  not  safely  be  performed  in  prison,  they  were 
iWDQOved  to  a  public  hospital  They  there  both  underwent  t£^  ope* 
ration,  and  one  has  since  died  of  pulmcmary  consumption.  Two 
others  were  young  women  who  had  oeen  long  confined  in  Millhank 
and  Brixton  prisons,  and  had  sufiered  seriously  in  health ;  pulmonary 
consumption  having  commenced  in  cme,  and  oeing  threatened  in  the 
other.  £leTen  prisoners  were  released  on  licence  of  account  of  their 
lutying  {mviously  become  insane  in  prison  or  shown  a  great  tendency 
to  it  I^ine  of  these  had  been  returned  to  Millbank  after  long  periods 
of  confinement  in  Bethlem  and  Fisherton  Lunatic  Asylums.  Their 
sentences  had  nearly  expired,  and  they  were  released  in  order  to 
avoid  the  risk  of  their  bein^  again  rendered  insane  by  imprisonment 
One  was  a  convict  received  from  Gibraltar  in  a  state  of  great  de« 
spondency,  and  obviously  approaching  dementia.  The  remaining  one 
was  a  young  female  prisoner  who  had  always  been  eccentric,  and  who, 
after  3|  years' confinement  in  Millbank  and  Brixton  prisons^  appeared 
to  be  much  weakened  both  in  mind  and  body.     ( See  Table  111.) 

The  list  of  insane  prisoners  for  the  past  year  includes  five  (C.B.  W., 
J.  C,  J.  L.,  T.  M.,  W.  J.)  who  were  insane  at  the  time  of  their 
reception  into  the  prison ;  four  others  (W.  R,  A.  H.,  J.  K,  J.  T.) 
who  had  been  insane  previously,  and  of  whom  one  (W.  R.)  was  ex- 
cited in  manner,  and  another  (J.  T.)  dull  and  somewhat  sullen,  when 
they  were  received.  Five  of  these  prisoners  were  removed  to  Beth* 
lehem  Hospital ;  four  recovered  their  reason  in  the  prison,  and  a  fifth, 
whose  insanity  ^«^q  mnni^^fftiH  ^"^y  ^y  i^\^^cL\M^a  nnH  waywardness  of 
temper,  and  whose  sentence  had  nearly  expired,  was  released  on 
licence.     {See  Table  VI.) 

Amongst  the  prisoners  removed  to  Bethlem  Hospital,  there  are 
two  whose  cases  call  for  special  remark.  C.  B.  W.  had  been  con- 
victed of  murder ;  he  was  under  medical  observation  in  this  prison 
during  more  than  two  months  before  he  was  removed  to  the  lunatic 
asylum,  and  the  unsoundness  of  his  mind  (which  had,  probably,  been 
of  long  standing)  was  ascertained  beyond  all  doubt 

J.  N,,  who  was  received  into  the  prison  on  the  1st  of  July,  was 
observed  to  be  desponding  on  the  10th  of  that  month.  From  that 
time  he  was  alternately  desponding  and  violent.  Doubts  were  en- 
tertained respecting  the  reality  of  his  insanity ;  but  it  being  learnt 
that  he  had  oeen  a  patient  in  the  Cheshire  County  Lunatic  Asylum 
in  the  year  1846,  and  the  occasional  violence  of  his  conduct  being 
such  as  not  only  to  disturb  the  quiet  and  order  of  the  infirmary,  but 
to  be  dangerous  to  other  prisoners  and  to  the  officers,  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  transfer  him  to  the  criminal  lunatic  asylum. 

The  diet  of  the  prison  has  undergone  no  change  during  the  year. 

The  effects  of  the  special  penal  discipline  applied  to  incorrigible 
WOTien,  on  the  health  of  that  class  of  prisoners,  having  been  specially 
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i|^M^a    reported  on  in  the  course  of  the  jear^  it  ia  unnecessary  for  me  to 
^c^8  ^  enter  upon  that  subject  in  this  report 

^!!£^^  It  remains  only  for  me  to  notioe  the  fact,  that  the  amount  of  rick- 
ness  among  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  prison  has  diminished 
during  the  last  two  years :  the  number  of  officers  who  had  rick-leave 
having  been  83  out  of  135  officers  on  the  strength  in  the  year  1854, 
72  out  of  130  in  1855,  and  52  out  of  117  in  1856 ;  while  the  numbar 
of  days  of  duty  lost  by  the  rickness  of  officers,  compared  with  the 
total  number  of  officers  on  the  strength,  was  for  each  officer  10*25 
days  in  1854,  7*67  days  in  1855,  and  6*08  days  in  1856. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Grentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Balt,  M.D., 

Medical  Superintendent 
To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons^ 
^c.     ^c.     ffC. 
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Tabls  V. — ^Principal  Complaints  of  Prisoners  Admitted  to  the 
Infirmary  during  the  Year  1856. 


Hetdes  - 

Mild  cootintied  ferer,  or  ftbricnla 
TVi^ioidfeTer     -  -  -  - 

Choleraio  diarriuBa         .... 
Diarrlioea  .  .  .  .  • 

Dysenterj  -  .  -  -  - 

ErysipelM  .  .  •  .  . 

Deliility-  .  .  .  - 

Tubercular  diseaae  of  Inngs   (puhnonary   oon- 

aomption)      ..... 

Tubercular  diseaae  of  other  internal  yiscera 
Bcrofhlons  or  toberenlar  fflands,  and  abtcesies 
Stnunont  diseaae  of  bones  and  joints 
.JSpaSPfi^jr-  -  -  -  - 

Nerroos  irritability,  or  depression 

Insanity  ...... 

Original  imbecility,  dnlness  of  intellect     - 
Mental  depression,  irritalnlity,  or  excitement 
Acote  and  sob-acnte  rheunatism  -  .  - 

Chronic  riienmatic  pains  .... 

Sciatica,  lumbago,  &c     - 
Oatarrh:  oopgls,  colds,  and  sore  throats  - 
Brondiitis,  acuta  .  .  •  . 

Bronchitis,  chronic  .... 

Pleurisy,  acute  and  chronic  .  .  - 

Fbeumonia  ..... 

Constipation        ..... 

JDy^epsia  •  -  .  .  • 

Carbuncle  and  boils         -  .         •  . 

Sztemal  injuries,  accidents,  &c  -  -    .        . 

Other  eases,  including  Tenereal  affectioiis,  chronic 

dun  diseases,  and  other  chronic  diseases 


Total 


Males. 


641 


Females. 
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PARK  HURST    PRISON. 


REPORT, 

For  the  Year  1866,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Parkhurst  Prison,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Acts  1  &  2  Vict,  cap,  82.  and  13  &  14  Vict.  cap.  39 ;— 
specifying  the  State  of  the  Buildings,  the  Behaviour  and 
Conduct  of  the  Officers  of  the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts, 
the  Amount  of  the  Earnings  of  the  Convicts,  and  the  Ex- 
pense of  the  Prison;  and  such  other  Matters  relating  to 
the  Discipline  and  Management  thereof,  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  direct. 

PrmaUed  to  both  H(m$e$  qf  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majeety, 

To  THE  Right  Honourable  Sm  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 

SxR,  45  Parliament  Street,  1857. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  Report 
for  the  year  1856,  in  compliance  with  the  above-recited  Acts 
of  Parhamcnt. 

State  of  the  Buildings. 

The  cells  of  the  old  portions  of  the  prison  are  still  ser-  Baiidingiu 
viceable.     The  newer  buildings,  consisting  of  the  probation 
ward,  junior  ward,  and  officers'  houses  are  in  substantial 
repair. 

Abuses. 
We  do  not  know  of  any  abuses  having  occurred  in  the  AbuBot. 
management  of  the  prison  during  the  past  year. 

Conduct  of  Officers. 

The  superior  officers  during  the  year  1856  have  maintained  oondoot  or 
the  character  which  it  has  been  our  duty  to  record  in  pre-  ^®**^ 
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vious  reports.    The  subordinate  officers  have  given  general 
satisfaction. 

Conduct  of  Prisoners. 

^^^j^      The  prisoners*  conduct  has  been  variable*    It  will  be  re- 
membered that  on  admission  they  are  placed  in  the  probation 
ward,  where  they  remain  four  months.     At  the  end  of  that 
time,  boys  above   14  years  of  age  pass  into  the  general 
wards,  and  under  14   years  of  age  into  the  junior  wards. 
These  wards  are  in  different  buildings,  and  the  boys  work  in 
separate  gangs.     In  the  probation  ward  the  conduct  of  the 
prisoners  has  been  tolerably  good ;  presenting,  in  fact,  the 
same  features  as  in  former  years.     Those  in  the  general 
wards  have  conducted  themselves  in  a  satisfactory  manner ; 
but  in  the  junior  wards  the  number  of  prison  offences  have 
been  reported  as  considerable,  though  there  has  been  no 
change  m  the   officers,  nor  yet  in  the  way  the   discipline 
is  enforced.     The  offences  were  chiefly  characterized  by  im- 
pertinence to  the  officers  and  petty  acts  of  disobedience.     It 
IS  difficult  to  assign  this  comparative  ill-conduct  to  any 
cause  but  the  accidental  circumstance  of  their  being  several 
bad  boys  in  the  ward  at  the  same  time,  inasmuch  as  since 
the  reports  in  the  Appendix  were  written  the  junior  ward 
■boys  have  been  behaving  themselves  better  than  perhaps 
at  any  time  since  the   prison  establishment  was  formed. 
JAt  the  monthly  inspection  in   February  last  (1857)   the 
,  attention  of  the  Visiting  Director  was  particularly  arrested 
j  by  the  entries  in  the  journal  kept  by  the  Second  Chaplain, 
,  who  is  superintendent  of  the  junior  wards,  under  the  head 
of  **  reports  and  punishments."     Many  days  during  the  pre* 
!  vious  month  had  passed  without  a  report  against  any  junior 
ward  boy  ;  they  had  been  industrious,  quiet,  and  civil.    How 
!  long  so  satisfactory  a  state  of  things  may  last  it  is  impossible 
to  foresee,  as  the  peevish  and  ungovernable  tempers  of  many 
of  these  ill  brought  up  little  boys  will  continually  break  out 
in  words  of  extreme  insolence  and  acts  of  disobedience. 

Escapes. 

Escapes.  No  prisoner  effected  his  escape  during  the  year,  though 
two  ran  from  the  fields  while  at  labour,  and  one  made  off 
while  assisting  the  cook  in  carrying  provisions  from  one 
portion  of  the  prison  to  another.  They  were  all  brought 
back  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 
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Number  and  DispascU  of  Prisoners. 

Remwning,  31fit  December  1855      •  .       .        429         SyJ?^ 

Received  during  the  year:  Pr&onere. 

FrOTi  Mfflbank  Prison      -  -  -      71 

County  and  Borough  Prisons,  under  short 
sentences  •  -  -  -     130 

Becommitted,  their  Licences  being  revoked        8 


209 
638 


10 

106 

5 

30 

25 

22 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

209 

- 

429 

638 

Discharged  at  the  expiration  of  their  sentences 
Liberated  on  Licence  .  .  . 

Beleased  with  free  pardons  -  -  - 

Transferred  to  Pentonville   -  -  - 

„  Portland        ... 

„  Portsmouth 

„  Miilbank      -  -  - 

„  *'  Akbar ""  Frigate,  off  Birken- 

head        -  -  - 

Setnmed  to  Wandsworth  House  of  Correction 

„           Winchester  Gaol 
Died 

Bemaining  at  Parkhurst,  31st  December  1856 


The  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  during  the  year  1856, 
was  424. 

Cost  of  the  Prison. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  prison  expenditure  for  the^oetofthe 
year  ending  March  31st,  1857,  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  p'^***^ 
page  102.     The  total  cost  of  the  establishment,  exclusive 
of  buildings,  amounted  to  12,896/.  2^.  2^rf.,  which  was  re- 
duced by  sundry  receipts  and  value  of  productive  labour,  to 
11,140/.  19s.  9d. 

Employment  of  Prisoners^ 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  nature  of  the  prisoners*  m^u^' 
several  employments  since  our  last  Report.     The  details  are 
given  in   the  report  by  Mr.    Strickland,    steward  of  the 
prison  and  supenntendent  of  labour,  which  appears  in  the 
Appendix, 

Jkental  and  Moral  Training. 

The  usual  statistical  information  under  this  head  is  fur* 
nished  in  the  Chaplain's  reports  in  the  Appendix. 
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No  alteratioa  has  been  made  in  the  teaching  or  in  any 
other  of  the  school  arrangements  during  the  past  yean 
In  the  general  wards,  the  progress,  both  in  secular  and 
Scriptural  knowledge,  made  by  the  boys  under  long  sen- 
tences— that  is  to  say,  sentenced  to  transportation  or  penal 
servitude,  as  distinguished  from  those  sentenced  to  one  of 
two  years  only,  who  are  specially  noticed  ftirther  on — is  satis- 
factory, and  it  seldoms  happens  that  one  of  them  is  discharged 
from  Parkhurst  Prison  without  having  obtained  quite  as  much 
^^  book  learning"'  as  is  consistent  with  the  class  of  life  in  which 
he  is  to  make  his  way.  In  the  junior  wards  the  reports  are  not 
so  favourable.  We  have  seen  that  the  conduct  of  the  Junior 
ward  boys  has  been  rather  indifferent.  HI  conduct  and  want 
of  progress  in  school  go  together.  When  an  insubordinate 
spirit  prevails  among  the  pupils  the  master's  teaching  is  pro- 
portionally unprofitable ;  but  with  improved  tempers  come 
better  dispositions,  and  we  entertain  no  apprehension  that 
the  check  referred  to  by  the  second  Chaplain  is  anything  but 
temporary. 

Health  of  the  Prisoners. 

By  the  Medical  Oflficer's  Report  in  the  Appendix,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  prison  is  remarkably  healthy. 

One  death  occurred,  the  particulars  of  which  are  stated 
in  the  Appendix,  page  122.  To  save  his  life  was  impossible^ 
but  it  was  prolonged  to  the  utmost  extent  by  the  skill  and 
unremitting  care  and  kindness  of  Mr.  Dabbs,  the  surgeon. 

There  has  been  no  very  serious  case  under  treatment,  and 
there  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  of  sickness  when 
compared  with  1854  and  1855. 

The  food  has  been  good  and  sufficient,  and  a  high  state 
of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained. 


Prisoners  under  Short  Sentences. 

SSS?*SS.       Owing  to  the  total  number  of  juvenile  prisoners  sentenced 

SSSfoS"  to  transportation    and    to   penal    servitude    having  much 

JSStaSS''^  diminished  of  late  years,  accommodation  became  available 

\    for  other  prisoners,  and  the  subject  having  been  brought 

under  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  was 

decided  that  boys  between  the  ages  of  12  and  l6  sentenced 

to  imprisonment  in  the  ordinary  gaols  for  a  period  not  less 

than  one  year  should  be. sent  to  Parkhurst,  ^nd  so  far  as 
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the  kngth  of  their  imprisonment  might  permit,  be  subjected 
to  exactly  the  same  discipline,  teaching,  employments,  and 
treatment  as  the  others.  In  the  year  l85o  there  were,  of 
this  class,  received, — 

Sentenced  to  12  months'  imprisonment  -        -         64 

yy  above  12  months      -         -         -         -         66 


Total  ....       130 

Their  average  age  was  six  months  older  than  that  of  the 
ordinary  prisoners;  they  averaged  2^  convictions  each, 
while  the  ordinary  prisoners  averaged  3^  convictions  each, 
and  the  crimes  with  which  they  both  had  been  charged 
were  of  the  same  description;  but  upon  the  whole,  the 
"  prison ""  characters  of  tqe  "  short-sentenced  "  were  worse 
than  those  of  the  "  long-sentenced  "  boys. 

The  Governor  is  naturally  anxious  that  the  management 
of  Parkhurst,  of  which  he  has  been  the  head  for  many 
years,  should  not  suffer  in  public  estimation  in  the  event  of 
the  "  short-sentenced  "  prisoners  relapsing  into  crime ;  and, 
in  connexion  with  the  subject,  he  says  (page  97) : 

**  The  crimes  of  which  they  had  been  convicted  were : 

Uttering  counterfeit  monies  -  -        6 

Housebreaking  -  -  -  -      27 

Larcenj,  after  previous  conviction  of  felonj  -       14 
Felony,  after  previous  convictions  of  felony 

or  larceny  -  -  -  -26 

Stealing  from  the  person        -  -  -       16 

y,        from  shops  or  dwelling<houses  -      36 

Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences  -        4  ' 

Attempted  rape         -  -  -  -        2 

trnnatoral  crime         -  -  -  .         x 

130 

«  Many  of  these  boys  brought  with  them  bad  characters  from  the 
prisons  whence  they  were  convicted,  and  where  they  had  shown 
themselves  to  be  disorderly  and  vicious. 

*^  I  mention  these  facts  because  I  foresee  that  it  will  be  vain  to 
expect  that  the  training  of  this  institution  can  be  ^made  effectual 
durhag  so  short  a  period,  to  reclaim  these  boys  from  their  idle  and 
dishonest  courses;  and  when  they  return  to  their  homes,  at  the 
expiration  of  their  respective  sentences,  they  will  be  surrounded  by 
their  former  associates,  work  will  not  easily  be  obtained,  even  by 
those  who  really  seek  it,  as  it  will  be  known  that  they  have  just 
come  out  of  prison^  and,  under  these  circumstances,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  a  large  proportion  of  them  will  soon  be  again  in  custody.     It 
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would  not,  however,  be  just  towards  this  institution  that  such  lads  as 
I  have  above  referred  to  should  be  termed  Parkhurst  boys,  and  that 
their  relapse  into  crime  should  be  considered  to  reflect  any  discredit 
on  the  efficacy  of  the  instruction  and  training  afforded  to  prisoners 
here,  because,  as  I  stated  above,  the  circumstances  are  such  that 
neither  I,  nor  the  chaplains,  nor  any  one  here,  can  entertain  any 
reasonable  expectation  that  boys  of  this  class  can  be  effectually 
reclaimed  in  9,  12,  15,  or  24  months, 

**  Some  of  those  who  must  be  released  before  this  Report  reaches 
your  hands  have  conducted  themselves  very  unsatisfactorily  during 
the  past  year,  and  will  go  to  liberty  with  scarcely  any  prospect  of 
well  doing,  and  many  others  will  be  discharged  in  similar  circum- 
stances during  the  next  few  months. 

"  Several  prisoners,  who  are  here  under  short  sentences,  have  begged 
me  not  to  send  them  home  at  the  end  of  their  time,  but  to  send 
them  to  sea,  or  to  dispose  of  them  otherwise,  as  they  say  they  feel 
sure  that,  if  they  return  to  Manchester,  or  other  places  from  whence 
they  came,  there  will  be  no  chance  for  them  to  keep  out  of  prison. 

"  Several  of  these  hoys  had  been  six  or  seven  times  previously  in 
prison,  one  ten  times. 

"Of  one  boy,  sentenced  in  April  1856  to  12  months'  imprisonment, 
the  chaplain  of  the  Borough  Gaol,  from  whence  he  came  to  Park- 
hurst, reported,  *  T,  L.  is  a  very  bad  dispositioned  boy ;  has  made 
two  younger  brothers,  now  here,  thieves.  I  look  on  him  as  all  but 
irreclaimable/  This  boy  has  behaved  very  badly  here,  and  is  now 
in  our  penal  class,  yet  in  three  months'  time  he  must  be  restored 
to  liberty,  for  which  he  is  totally  unfit,  and  will  almost  certainly 
return  to  his  old  pursuits  and  companions. 

"  Another  lad,  whose  sentence  will  expire  on  the  6th  instant,  is 
now  in  the  penal  ward,  where  he  must  remain  until  the  day  of  his 
discharge. 

*'  I  am  sure  that,  in  the  cases  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  130 
boys,  to  whom  I  have  referred  in  these  remarks,  their  ultimate 
reformation  would  have  been  much  more  probable  or  hopeful  if  they 
had  been  sentenced  to  four  years'  penal  servitude. 

*•  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  they  are  worse,  taken  one  with 
another,  than  an  equal  number  of  those  who  are  here  under  penal 
servitude  sentences,  but  they  are  certainly  not  better ;  and  the 
duration  of  their  sentences  will  not  be  sufficient  generally  for  the 
training  requisite  to  reclaim  them  from  idle  and  vicious  to  industrious 
habits  of  life." 

The  senior  Chaplain's  remarks  on  the  same  subject  are  as 
follows : — 

*^  Prisoners  under  short  Sentences. — As  above  reported,  130  of  these 
have  been  received,  and  I  beg  to  record  a  few  paHiculars  concerning 
them. 

"  In  their  peisonal  history  and  character,  and  in  the  nature  of  their 
offences^  I  do  not  see  muchj  if  any,  difference  between  them  and 
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Okoae  sentenced  to  penal  serritude.  They  are,  moreoyer,  quite  as 
difScult  to  manage,  and  their  preparation,  by  reformation,  for  return 
to  society  is  also  quite  as  dif&cult ;  and  I  r^ret  that  I  see  but  little 
reason  to  hope  that  they  can  be  sufficiently  improved  during^  the 
short  time  of  their  sentence,  to  prevent  their  relapse  into  crime; 
and  I  must  be  allowed  to  express  my  honest  judgment  that,  as  far  as 
permanent  reformation  is  concerned,  the  time,  pains,  and  expense 
are  almost  thrown  away.  The  time  is  too  short  for  reformation ;  and 
as  to  the  deterring  effects  of  a  prison,  it  is  manifest  that  this  desirable 
and  wholesome  object  is  not  accompUshed ;  and,  perhaps,  there  is  too 
little  hardship,  in  the  present  day,  in  a  prison,  ever  to  accomplish  it  in 
those  that  frequent  the  place,  or  indeed  in  those  classes  who  for  their 
offences  sure  most  liable  to  be  sent  there.  I  am  thus  unable  to  see 
the  benefit  of  short  sentences,  either  to  the  prisoners  themselves  or 
to  the  community  at  large. 

*^1  take  the  opportunity  supplied  to  me  by  the  reception  of 
these  short  sentence  prisoners,  to  report  upon  their  school  attain- 
ments, sometimes  called  ^  state  of  education.'  Education  they  had 
none,  except  in  vice ;  but  instruction  they  had  some,  and  a  few  of 
them  much. 

"16  per  cent  of  these  130  could  read  well  or  tolerably,  4  per 
cent,  could  spell  well  or  tolerably,  3  per  cent,  could  write  well  or 
tolerably,  12  per  cent  could  work  the  compound  or  simple  rules  in 
arithmetic,  and  4  per  cent  had  a  tolerable  amount  of  Scriptural  and 
general  information. 

"  If  we  compare  these  items  with  the  time  they  attended  day 
schools,  it  will  oe  seen  that,  though  doubtless  "  education  "  has  done 
much  for  others,  it  has  not  done  much  for  them. 

"35  had  never  been  at  a  day  school,  or  for  so  short  a  period  as  not 
to  be  worth  notice ;  10  had  attended  less  than  six  months;  18,  six 
months  and  upwards;  18,  one  year  and  upwards ;  14,  two  years  and 
upwards ;  1 1,  three  years  and  upwards ;  3,  four  years  and  upwards ; 
12,  five  years  and  upwards;  3,  six  years  and  upwards;  2,  seven 
years  and  upwards ;  and  4,  eight  years  and  upwards. 

"It  will  be  thus  seen  that  their  attainments  are  nothing  like 
adequate  to  the  time  they  have  attended  schooL 

*^  Nor  should  another  element  in  this  matter  be  overlooked.  These 
'short  sentenced  boys  had  been  in  prison  before,  and  many  of  them 
several  times,  and  had  there  also  attended  school;  yet  the  above  was 
the  aggregate  of  their  attainments  when  received  here.  It  should, 
however,  be  noted  that  the  majority  of  the  previous  sentences  were 
for  a  few  months  only,  and  that  therefore  the  school  privileges  in 
prison  would  be  but  small. 

"  It  is  an  observable  fact  that  the  75  sentenced  to  penal  servitude 
had  attended  day  schools  longer,  and  came  here  with  higher  attain- 
ments than  those  sentenced  to  short  terms.  It  will  subserve  no  good 
object  to  compare  them  in  every  particular.  I  will,  therefore,  but 
add  that  1 6  per  cent  only  of  the  penal  servitude  boys  never  attended 
a  day  school,  while  27  per  cent,  of  the  short  sentence  boys  never 
attended  a  day  school.  The  examinations  which  elicit  this  fact  do 
not  enable  me  to  account  for  it^ 
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The  Second  Chaplain,  who,  as  has  been  stated,  takes  the 
management  of  the  younger  boys,  says : — 

"  There  is  a  great  difficulty  in  our  way,  in  consequence  of  the 
short  sentences,  from  one  to  two  years,  with  which  many  of  the 
prisoners  now  come  to  us.  Twenty-one  boys  of  this  class  have  been 
received  into  the  junior  prison  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year ; 
with  some  of  these  we  have  immense  trouble ;  they  are,  in  disposition 
and  conduct,  of  the  same  class  as  those  under  the  four  years^  sen^ 
tence,  and  many  of  them  have  come  to  us  with  very  bad  characters 
from  the  last  prison,  and  have  been  several  times  convicted ;  such 
of  them  as  are  deeply  depraved  and  hardened  care  nothing  about 
their  sentence ;  perhaps  they  have  passed  two  months  in  the  prison 
from  which  they  came,  then  four  more  in  our  probationary,  leaving 
but  six  months  in  some  instances,  and  twelve  in  others,  during 
which  period  it  is  expected  that  some  change  will  be  produced  in 
their  habits  of  life  under  the  discipline  of  this  prison.  I  do  un- 
heritatingly  state  from  my  long  experience  of  ten  years,  that  much 
good,  if  any,  cannot  be  effected  in  such  characters  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time ;  I  have  generally  found  that  it  takes  from  one  to  two  years 
before  our  system  of  reformation  begins  to  have  effect  on  such  in- 
veterate characters ;  in  some  few  instances  there,  the  former  is  about 
the  average  time :  but  these  short  sentence  boys  leave  before  that 
period  has  elapsed,  consequently  before  any  change  for  the  better 
is  likely  to  be  produced,  some  have  had  their  liberty,  their  sentence 
having  been  completed  while  they  were  in  the  misconduct  class ; 
thus  mey  have  been  thrown  upon  society  again,  helpless  and  unre- 
formed.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  cannot  detain  such  characters 
as  these  longer  in  this  valuable  institution,  so  that  they  might  receive 
such  an  education,  moral,  intellectual,  and  industrial,  as  would  fit 
them  for  society  again ;  but  situated  as  they  now  are,  there  is  really 
not  sufficient  time  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  important  work. 
There  are  some  of  this  class  now  in  the  prison  who  must  soon  be 
released,  and  most  of  their  time  has  been  passed  in  confinement  or 
under  other  punishment ;  they  have  been  reasoned  with  repeatedly, 
but  they  seem  to  have  scarcely  any  reason  to  appeal  to,  on  account 
of  their  youth  and  depravity.  Some  of  those  under  short  sentences 
have  expressed  to  me  their  wi^h  that  their  tei*m  of  imprisonment  had 
been  four  years  instead  of  one  or  two,  assigning  as  their  reason  that 
they  know  they  will  get  into  trouble  again  as  soon  as  they  are 
released." 


Notwithstanding  the  foregoing  extracts,  which  we  embody 
in  our  Report  more  extensively  than  usual,  in  consequence 
of  the  practice  of  sending  "short-sentenced"  juvenile  offen- 
ders to  Parkhurst  being  altogether  new,  we  are  by  no  means 
prepared  to  say  that  the  practice  is  objectionable.  On  the 
contrary,  we  believe  that  much  benefit  will  result  from  it^ 
although  open  to  the  observation  that  it  would  be  better  if 
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a  longer  time  for  reformation  were  provided.  We  cannot 
do  all  we  wish,  but  we  do  more  for  tnem  than  can  be  done 
in  the  prisons  from  whence  they  are  sent. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel  R.E., 

Chairman. 

D.  O'Brien, 

Visiting  Director  of 

Parkhurst  Prison* 
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APPENDIX. 


I. 
GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


GoTernor'i  GENTLEMEN,  Parkhurst  Priiony  January  1,  1857. 

B«port.  In  commencing  my  Report  of  this  prison  for  185p,  I  beg  to 

state  that  the  total  number  of  prisoners  who  were  under  my  charge 
during  the  past  year  was  638. 

The  prisoners  received  were : — 

FromMillbank        -  -  -  -      71 

From  County  and  Borough  Prisons  under 

short  sentences     -  -  -  .    130 

Convicts  returned  with  revoked  licences      -        8 

209 

An  equal  number  were  disposed  of  in  the  following  manner: — 
Transferred  to  Pentonville  -            -            -  30 
„          to  Portland       -            •            -  25 
„          to  Portsmouth  -            •            -  22 
„          to  Millbank      •            -            -  7 
„          to    the   «Akbar"    Frigate  off  ; 
Birkenhead-            -            -  1 
Betumed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  Wands- 
worth -            -            -            -  1 
yy         to  the  County  Gaol,  Winchester  1 
Released  with  free  pardons  -            -            -  5 
„        on  expiration  of  sentence  •            «  10 
Liberated  on  licence             ...  io6 
Death -  1 

209 

The  didly  average  number  of  prisoners  during  the  year  was  424. 

Of  the  prisoners  received  from  Millbank,  68  were  sentenced  to 
penal  servitude. 

The  others  were  H.  G.,  aged  12,  sentenced  to  14  years'  trans- 
portation for  housebreaking;  J.  F.,  aged  12,  sentenced  to  14  years* 
transportation  for  arson;  and  E.  F.,  aged  15>  sentenced  to  trans- 
portation for  life  for  an  unnatural  crime. 
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The  penal  servitude  convicte  had  been  convicted  of  the  following  ^'gSJJj'* 
crimes : —  ^— ' 

HoQsebreaking         -            -            -            -  1 2 

Larcenjy  after  previous  conviction  -            -  33 

Felony,      ,,            »               „          -            -  3 
Theft,  habit,  repute^  and  previous  conviction 

(in  Scotland)        -            -            -            -  10 

Bobbery  with  violence         -            -            -  1 

Stealing  from  the  person      -            -            -  5 

„       from  dwelling-houses          -            -  2 

Obtfdning  goods  under  false  pretences          -  1 

Embezzlement  of  money       -            -            -  1 

68 

Pri$oners  under  Short  Sentences. — A  considerable  number  of  cells 
in  this  prison  being  vacant  at  the  end  of  1855,  it  was  ordered  by 
Secretary  Sir  George  Grey  that  boys  between  12  and  16  years  of 
age,  who  might  be  sentenced  to  impris<»iment  for  periods  of  not  leas 
than  one  year,  nor  more  than  two  years,  should  be  sent  to  Parkhurst, 
and  during  the  year  1866  we  received  130  prisoners  under  these 
circumstances. 

They  are  boys  of  the  same  class,  in  all  respects,  as  those  sentenced 
to  penal  servitude  ;  64  of  them  were  sentenced  to  12  months^  im- 
prisonment,  and  66  to  imprisonment  for  terms  varying  from  15 
months  to  two  years. 

The  return  which  I  append  to  this  Beport  shows  that  the  average 
age  of  these  short  sentenced  prisoners  was  15,  while  that  of  the  penal 
servitude  convicts  was  14^,  and  the  number  of  previous  convictions 
gave  2^  on  the  average  to  each  of  them,  while  in  the  latter  class  it 
was  3^  to  each  prisoner. 

The  crimes  of  which  they  had  been  convicted  were : — 
Uttering  counterfeit  monies  -  -        5 

Housebreaking         -  -  -  -      27 

Larceny^  after  previous  conviction  of  felony       14 
Felony,  after  previous  convictions  of  felony 

or  larceny  -  -  -  -25 

Stealing  from  the  person      -  -  -       16 

„        from  shops  or  dwelling-houses        -      36 
Obtaining  goods  under  false  pretences  -        4 

Attempted  rape       ...  -        2 

Unnatural  crime      -  ...         1 

180 

Many  of  these  boys  brought  with  them  bad  characters  &om  the 
prisons  whence  they  were  convicted,  and  where  they  had  shown 
themselves  to  be  disorderly  and  vicious. 

I  mention  these  facts  because  I  foresee  that  it  will  be  vain  to 
expect  that  the  training  of  this  institution  can  be  made  effectual, 
during  so  short  a  period,  to  reclaim  these  boys  from  their  idle  and 
dishonest  courses;  and  when  they  return  to  their  homes,  at  the 
expiration  of  their  respective  sentences,  they  will  be  surrounded  by 
their  former  associates,  work  will  not  easily  be  obtained,  eyen  by 
those  who  really  seek  it,  as  it  will  be  known  that  they  have  just 
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'SJJJff*  come  out  of  prison,  and,  under  these  circumatances,  it  is  to  be  feared 
—  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  will  soon  be  again  in  custody.  It 
would  not,  however,  be  just  towards  this  institution  that  such  lads  as 
I  have  above  referred  to  should  be  termed  Parkhurst  boys,  and  that 
their  relapse  into  crime  should  be  considered  to  reflect  any  discredit 
on  the  efficacy  of  the  instruction  and  training  afforded  to  prisoners 
here,  because,  as  I  stated  above,  the  circumstances  are  such  that 
neither  I,  nor  the  chaplains,  nor  any  one  here,  can  entertain  any 
reasonable  expectation  that  boys  of  this  dass  can  be  effectually 
reclaimed  in  9,  12,  15,  or  24  months. 

Some  of  those  who  must  be  released  before  this  Keport  reaches 
your  hands  have  conducted  themselves  very  unsatisfactorily  durmg 
the  past  year,  and  will  go  to  liberty  with  scarcely  any  prospect  of 
well  doing,  and  many  others  will  be  discharged  in  simUar  circum- 
stances durins^  the  next  few  inonths. 

Several  prisoners,  who  are  here  under  short  sentences,  have  begged 
me  not  to  send  them  home  at  the  end  of  their  time,  but  to  send 
them  to  sea,  or  to  dispose  of  them  otherwise,  as  they  say  they  feel 
sure  that,  if  they  return  to  Manchester,  or  other  places  from  whence 
they  came,  there  will  be  no  chance  for  them  to  keep  out  of  prison. 

Several  of  these  boys  had  been  six  or  seven  times  previously  in 
prison,  one  ten  times. 

Of  one  boy,  sentenced  in  April  185ft  to  12  months'  imprisonment, 
the  chaplidn  of  the  Borough  Gaol,  from  whence  he  came  to  Park- 
hurst, reported,  *^  T.  L.  is  a  very  bad  dispositioned  boy ;  has  made 
two  younger  brothers,  now  here,  thieves.  I  look  on  him  as  all  but 
irreclaimable^ 

lliis  boy  has  behaved  very  badly  here,  and  is  now  in  our  penal 
class,  yet  in  three  months'  time  he  must  be  restored  to  libeM;y,  for 
which  he  is  totally  unfit,  and  will  almost  certainly  return  to  his  old 
pursuits  and  companions. 

Another  lad,  whose  sentence  will  expire  on  the  6th  instant,  is 
now  in  the  penal  ward,  where  he  must  remain  until  the  day  of  hia 
discharge. 

I  am  sure  that,  in  the  cases  of  a  very  large  majority  of  the  130 
boys,  to  whom  I  have  referred  in  these  remarks,  their  idtimate 
reformation  would  have  been  much  more  probable  or  hopeful  if  they 
had  been  sentenced  to  four  years'  penal  servitude. 

I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  they  are  worse,  taken  one  with 
another,  than  an  equal  number  of  those  who  are  here  under  penal 
servitude  sentences,  but  they  are  certainly  not  better;  and  the 
duration  of  their  sentences  will  not  I)e  sufficient  generally  for  the 
training  requisite  to  reclaim  them  from  idle  and  vicious  to  industrious 
habits  of  life. 

Two  or  three  months  have,  in  several  cases,  elapsed  after  con- 
viction before  the  prisoners  have  been  removed  to  Parkhurst,  and 
when  that  time  and  the  four  months  in  the  probationary  ward  here 
have  been  deducted  from  the  whole  term  of  the  sentence,  so  litde 
has  remained  that  the  prisoner  has  felt  that  he  had  but  a  very  short 
time  to  stay,  and  has  been  almost  indifferent  with  regard  to  making 
any  effort  to  amend  in  conduct  and  character. 
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Revoked  LktHcu. — ^Eight  prisoners  who  had  received  licences  ia  Gorfnior'd 
1854  or  1855^  were  aent  back  here  during  1856  ;  two  of  them  for    ^^2^ 
assaulting  police  constables,  and  the  others  for  larceny,  so  far  as  I 
could  learn. 

Seven  of  these  lads  had  been  at  work  industriously  after  their 
liberation,  one  of  them  had  been  2^  years  in  the  same  place,  where 
he  gained  the  good  opinion  and  confidence  of  his  employers,  who 
have  written  to  me  in  very  favourable  terms  respecting  him. 

One  only  seems  to  have  gone  back  to  the  society  and  habits  of 
thieves  without  any  endeavour  to  get  into  honest  employment. 

Prisomers  Liberated. — Five  prisoners  received  free  pardons  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Beoorder  of  Birmingham,  and  were  s6nt 
hxne  to  their  friends. 

Ten,  whose  sentences  had  escpired,  were  discharged  at  the  end  of 
their  time  and  sent  luHne. 

106  were  released,  and  it  is  believed  that  most  of  them  are  doing 
welL  Satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received  of  several  from  time 
to  time; 

47  stout  able-bodied  men  were  transferred  to  public  works  at 
Portland  or  Portsmouth.  30  were  sent  to  separate  confinement  at 
Pentonville.  Seven  were  sent  back  to  MiUbank  prison.  One,  under 
short  sentence,  to  the  Hants  County  Gaol  at  Winchester,  another  to 
the  Surrey  prison  at  Wandsworth,  and  a  third,  under  conditional 
pardon,  to  the  ^^Akbar^  Frigate  Beformatory  School  at  Birkenhead. 

Death. — One  prisoner  died  in  the  infirmary  on  the  3d  of  Septem* 
her,  he  had  been  there  during  19  months  continuously,  previous  to 
his  decease ;  he  had  suflfered  very  much  from  the  scrofula  before  he 
was  transported,  and  was  frequently  under  surgical  treatn^nt  ixom 
the  time  of  hb  reception  here. 

The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  was  surprisingly  good  through- 
out the  year. 

JSmployment  of  Prisoners. — Farm  labour  has  afforded  the  principal 
oecupation  to  the  prisoners,  so  many  only  being  employed  in  the 
workshops  as  were  necessary  to  keep  up  the  supply  of  clothing  and 
other  manufiMStures  required  for  the  service  of  the  prison. 

I  was  not  able  to  carry  on  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  with  so  much 
regularity  and  completeness  as  in  former  years,  because  the  total 
number  of  prisoners  being  reduced,  we  had  not  so  many  hands  avail* 
able  for  field  labour,  and  this  would  have  been  a  serious  drawback,  if 
it  had  not  happened  that  the  draining  of  the  land  was  almost  entirely 
completed  in  the  preceding  year,  and  therefore  I  was  enabled  for 
the  most  f^art  to  supply  the  deficient  labour  by  suspending  the  school 
instruction  for  a  few  days  at  a  time  occasionally,  when  work  on  the 
land  was  urgently  required. 

The  Steward  will  report  the  amount  and  character  of  the  work 
executed  during  the  year,  as  well  on  the  farm  as  in  the  manufacturing 
department 

Escapes. — Two  prisoners  ran  away  from  the  fields  during  labour 
hours  in  the  summer,  and  one  absconded  while  employed  to  assist  the 
cook  to  convey  provisions  to  the  Junior  Wards  prison,  they  were  all 
brought  back  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours. 
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fteport."       tJanduct  of  Officers, — The    subonUnate  officers  generally   have 
''^      conducted  themeelves  in  a  satisfactory  and  creditable  manner. 

One  warder  died  of  apoplexy,  one  was  discharged  on  superannua- 
tion in  bad  health,  one  transferred  to  the  **  Stirling  Castle''  hulk,  one 
assistant  warder  was  transferred  at  his  own  request  to  Pentonville 
prison,  and  two  who  had  been  nominated  on  probation,  were  not  con- 
urmed  in  their  appointments ;  the  Steward's  porter  was  discharged  on 
the  31st  of  December  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Expenses. — I  am  not  able  to  render  any  statement  of  the  expen- 
diture of  the  establishment,  as  the  financial  year  is  not  completed, 
but  as  the  number  of  prisoners  has  been  less  in  proportion  to  the 
necessary  establishment,  the  cost  per  head  will,  of  course,  be  greater 
than  in  previous  years,  independent  of  the  higher  price  of  provisions 
and  of  some  other  articles  supplied  under  contract* 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  earnest  wish  that  some  satisfactoir 
system  could  be  established  for  procuring  employment  for  such  well- 
conducted  prisoners  liberated  from  Parkhurst  as  have  no  friends,  or 
no  respectable  home.  So  many  of  these  lads  have  begged  me  to 
send  them  to  sea,  for  which  there  are  some  facilities  here,  that  I 
would  strongly  recommend  that  I  might  be  authorized  to  pay  a 
reasonable  fee  to  any  respectable  person  who  would  obtain  a  berth 
for  one  of  these  Kberat^  prisoners  on  boiurd  a  sea-going  merchaiit 
ship. 

Conduct  of  Prisoners. — The  behaviour  of  the  prisoners  in  he 
general  and  probationary  wards  was  ^ood.  In  the  junior  wards,  the 
number  of  prison  offences  was  consioerable,  chiefly  characterized  by 
impertinence  and  disobedience. 

More  than  half  of  the  prisoners  in  the  general  and  junior  wards 
are  wearing  good  conduct  badges. 

Buildings. — The  prison  buildings  are  much  in  the  same  condition 
as  when  I  last  reported. 

The  convenience  of  the  farm-yard  has  been  greatly  improved  by 
the  construction  of  a  large  tank  for  the  reception  of  rain  wBter, 
which  is  serviceable  for  the  daily  use  of  the  stock,  and  for  cleaning 
the  yard,  and  which  would  prove  of  great  value  in  the  event  of  fire 
in  any  part  of  the  farm  buildings. 

The  principal  rooms  in  the  old  residence  of  the  Chaplain  have  been 
fitted  up  for  flax-dressing,  and  a  mill  has  been  erected  in  the  fann- 
yard,  for  grinding  barley  and  other  grains  into  meal  for  feeding 
the  pigs. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Grentlemen,  * 

Your  very  ob^ent  servant, 
Gboroe  Hall,  Governor. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of 
Contrid  Prisons. 
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^^port!  *  Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  Parkhurst  Prison,  for  the  year 
^  ending  dJst  March  1857. 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks 

Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants 

Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart^ 

ment  -  -  .  -  • 

Rations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lien  thereof 
Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants  -  -         - 

Victualling  prisoners  .  -  - 

Clothing,  &c.  for  prisoners  -  -  -     - 

Bedding  for  prisoners        -  .  -  - 

Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  kc.        -  -        - 

Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick)  -  -  - 

Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 

liberation        -  -  -  .  .  - 

Gratuities  to  convicts         ----- 
Furniture  and  fittings        -  -  -  -        - 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c. 
Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes        -  .  - 

Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs        -  -        - 

Soap,  scouring  and  cleaning  articles    -  - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops        -  -  -  - 

Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c         -  .  -        - 

Various  small  disbursements        .  .  .  - 

Bent,  rates,  and  taxes  -  .  - 

Total 
Deduct,  — ^Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of  produc- 
tive labour  -  -  -  -  -         - 

Net  expenditure 


£ 

t. 

d. 

2,584 

7 

0 

2,282 

4 

0 

650  19 

7 

537 

6 

2 

210 

18 

10 

3,478 

2 

1 

1,200 

6 

5 

12 

2 

10 

67 

7 

0 

30 

7 

5 

426  19 

3 

195 

11 

11 

22 

1 

4 

23 

15 

3 

710 

6 

3 

971 

10 

10 

98 

3 

4 

61 

1 

6 

1 

1 

0 

198  17 

1 

104 

3 

11* 

£   13,867 

la 

lOJ 

1,755 

2 

H 
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CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


Parhhurst  Prison,  General  Wardt, 
Gentlemen^  January  5,  1857. 

ACCOBDING  to  regulation,  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  follow-  ^^^^"^ 
ing  as  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1856.  *5w. 

Probationary  Ward  and  Schools. — All  boys  sent  to  this  prison 
M>end  the  firt-t  four  months  of  their  time  in  this  ward,  and  attend 
the  schools  attached  to  it  every  day  in  the  week,  for  six  hours  each 
day. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  already  17  boys  in  these 
schools,  and  213  were  received  at  different  periods;  and  thus  the 
number  of  boys  who  were  instructed  in  these  schools  during  the  year 
was  230,  more  by  53  than  those  instructed  there  durmg  the  previous 
yeac 

115  of  these  were  at  various  times  transferred  to  the  general 
wards^  42  to  the  junior  wards,  and  four  were  removed  to  other 
prisons,  leaving  69  in  these  schools  at  the  end  of  the  year,  instead  of 
17,  as  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  before. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  routine  and  discipline  of  these 
sthools  and  ward. 

I  may  mention  that  of  the  115  boys  entered  in  the  school  mis- 
conduct book  for  petty  offences,  92  w^re  boys  in  this  ward,  and  23 
were  boys  in  the  general  wards,  that  is,  92  were  reported  during 
the  probationary  career,  and  only  23  after  the  discipline  and  instruc- 
tion of  that  career  had  passed.    To  my  mind  this  is  very  satisfactory. 

Their  improvement,  too,  in  school  attainments  while  in  these 
schools  is  equally  satisfactory,  taking  as  a  specimen  the  69  boys 
remwiing  there  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  and  remarking  that  the 
average  tmie  they  had  spent  in  the  prison  was  two  months  and  a  few 
days. 

When  received,  19  per  cent,  only  of  the  69  could  read  well  or 
tolerably,  8  per  cent,  only  could  spell  well  or  tolerably,  and  7  per 
cent  only  could  write  well  or  tolerably.  But  at  the  end  of  the  two 
months,  39  per  cent,  could  read  well  or  tolerably,  21  per  cent,  could 
spell  weU  or  tolerably,  and  32  per  cent,  could  write  well  or  toler- 
aoly ;  tiius  showing  an  improvement,  respectively,  of  20,  12,  and  24 
per  cent,  in  the  two  months. 

The  progress  in  arithmetic,  and  in  Scriptural  and  general  informa- 
tion, is  still  more  marked. 

When  received,  13  per  cent,  only  could  work  the  compound  or 
simple  rules,  and  7  per  cent  only  possessed  that  amount  of  Scriptural 
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c^N^'s  and  general  infonnation  which  we  mark  *^  considerable"  and  '^  some.'' 
^221*'  At  the  end,  however,  of  the  same  time,  69  per  cent,  could  work  the 
simple  and  compound  rules,  and  52  per  cent,  possessed,  in  some  cases, 
**  considerable,*'  and  in  other  cases  *'  much  "  Scriptural  and  general 
information.  That  is,  there  was  an  improvement  in  the  two  months 
of  56  per  cent,  in  the  first  particular,  and  44  per  cent,  in  the  second 
particular.  I  am  sure  these  results  will  be  gratifying  to  you  as  they 
are  to  me. 

General  Ward  Schools. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1856, 
there  were  in  these  schools  296.  At  different  times,  54  were 
received  from  the  junior  wards,  and,  as  above  stated,  115  from  the 
probationary  ward,  making  a  total  of  169  new  boys  admitted  into 
these  schools  during  the  year ;  showing  the  whole  number  of  those 
who  were  instructed  in  the  senior  schools — that  is,  both  probationary 
and  general  schools — was  580. 

The  progress  that  the  boys  make  in  the  general  schools  is  not  so 
rapid  as  in  the  probationary  schools  ;  nor  can  it  be  expected,  for 
those  who  attend  the  general  schools  are  under  instruction  only 
nine  hours  a  week,  while  those  who  attend  the  probationary  school 
are  under  instruction  for  36  hours  a  weelc. 

Nevertheless,  though  the  time  is  necessarily  short  in  the  general 
schools,  yet  good  progress  is  made  there,  as  is  proved  by  Table  III.  in 
the  Appendix. 

I  will  take,  by  way  of  example,  the  282  prisoners  remaining  here 
on  the  last  day  of  the  year ;  noting  here  also  that  the  average  time 
they  had  spent  in  this  prison  was  22  months. 

When  admitted,  11  per  cent,  of  these  282  could  read  well  or 
tolerably,  5  per  cent,  could  spell  well  or  tolerably,  3  per  cent  could 
write  well  or  tolerably.  But  at  the  end  of  the  22  months,  and  after 
comparatively  a  very  short  period  spent  in  the  school,  72  per  cent, 
could  read  well  or  tolerably,  52  percent,  could  spell  well  or  tolerably, 
and  75  per  cent,  could  write*  well  or  tolerably ;  thus  showing  an 
improvement  of  58,  47,  and  72  per  cent  respectively. 

The  progress  in  arithmetic,  and  in  general  and  Scriptural  know- 
ledge, is  equally  satisfactory. 

When  received,  21  per  cent,  only  could  work  the  compound  or 
simple  rules,  and  5  per  cent  only  had  much  general  and  Scriptural 
information  ;  but  at  the  end  of  the  above-named  time,  94  per  cent, 
could  work  the  compound  or  simple  rules,  and  65  per  cent,  had  much 

feneral  and  Scriptural  information;   thus  showing  an  increase  in 
nowledge  of  73  per  cent,  in  the  one  case,  and  60  i)er  cent,  in  the 
other. 

Some  few  of  these  boys  are  dull  and  contracted  in  mind,  but  these 
are  the  exceptions ;  for  the  great  majority  of  the  lads  that  come  here 
are  above  the  average  in  ability  and  intellect,  especially  those  that 
come  from  cities  and  large  towns. 

But  though  the  increase  of  knowledge,  whether  secular  or  Scrip- 
tural, is  gratifying  on  some  accounts,  yet  it  can  form  no  conclusive 
test  of  moral  clmracter,  nor  prove  that  those  who  possess  it  are 
reformed  and  fit  for  liberty.  For  such  an  object  as  this  it  will,  there- 
fore, be  more  to  the  purpose  to  report  upon  the  moral  character  of 
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our  priaoners  as  declared  by  their  conduct ;  for  though  it  seems  to  be  ^^gg^'* 
expected  by  some,  yet  we  have  no  other  rule  by  which  to  judge  of      — 
character  in  a  prison  than  others  have  of  judging  it  out  of  a  prison, 
that  is,  by  outward  conduct.     "  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

Moral  CondtLct  of  the  Prisoners. — I  should  again  remark  that  the 
total  number  of  prisoners  that  attended  the  senior  schools  during  the 
past  year  was  580. 

Of  this  number,  115  were  reported  forjpetty  offences  in  school,  and 
64  were  reported  to  the  Governor  for  offences  that  cannot  be  called 
petty.  We  are  in  the  habit  of  calling  them  *'  serious  offences,"  but 
the  larger  part  of  them  would  not  be  so  denominated  out  of  a  prison, 
but  we  are  obliged  to  set  our  standard  high,  and  to  make  our  rules 
strict. 

But  this  point  will  be  more  clearly  seen  if  we  take  the  per-centage 
of  offences.  Reckoning  thus,  20  per  cent,  have  been  complained  of 
for  petty  misconduct,  leaving,  of  course,  80  per  cent  not  complained 
of;  and  those  reported  to  the  Governor  have  been  11  per  cent.,  leav- 
ing, in  this  case,  89  per  cent,  not  reported.  Further  and  more 
detailed  accounts  are  given  on  this  subject  in  the  Appendix,  and, 
considering  the  behaviour  of  most  boys  of  all  classes,  it  is  satisfactory ; 
but  considering  that  almost  all  our  boys  have  been  brought  up  in  vice 
and  steeped  in  crime,  it  is,  in  my  judgment,  most  gratifying. 

I  do  not  advance  this  good  state  of  conduct  as  proof  of  the  con- 
version of  the  heart ;  but  if  from  such  boys  we  can  get  this  state, 
then  in  them  it  might  be  continued  until,  by  God's  blessing,  new 
habits  of  action  are  formed,  and  even  new  habits  of  thought  and 
desire,  though  there  may  not  be  the  spiritual  renewal  of  the  mind. 
This,  however,  will  necessarily  take  a  long  time,  especially  in  some 
cases. 

Evening  School — The  well-behaved  prisoners,  who  have  spent  a 
certwi  time  here,  continue  to  attend  this  school  for  an  hour  every 
evening,  after  the  others  are  locked  up  for  the  night  The  boys 
greatly  prize  this  privilege,  and  in  no  small  degree  it  contributes  to 
the  well-being  of  our  institution,  by  furthering  the  reformation  of 
the  prisoners. 

Prisoners  under  short  Sentences. — As  above  reported,  130  of  these 
have  been  received,  and  I  beg  to  record  a  few  particulars  concerning 
them. 

In  their  personal  history  and  character,  and  in  the  nature  of  their 
offences,  I  do  not  see  much,  if  any,  difference  between  them  and 
those  sentenced  to  penal  servitude.  They  are,  moreover,  quite  as 
difficult  to  manage,  and  their  preparation,  by  reformation,  for  return 
to  society  is  also  quite  as  difficult ;  and  I  re^et  that  I  see  but  little 
reason  to  hope  that  they  can  be  sufficiency  improved,  during  the 
short  time  of  their  sentence,  to  prevent  their  relapse  into  crime ; 
and  I  must  be  allowed  to  express  my  honest  judgment  that,  as  far  as 
permanent  reformation  is  concerned,  the  time,  pains,  and  expense 
are  almost  thrown  away.  The  time  is  too  short  for  reformation ;  and 
as  to  the  deterring  effects  of  a  prison,  it  is  manifest  that  this  desirable 
and  wholesome  object  is  not  accomplished ;  and,  perhaps,  there  is  too 
little  hardship^  in  the  present  day>  in  a  prison  ever  to  accomplish  it  in 
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^sSp«£  '  tiiose  that  frequent  the  place,  or  indeed  in  those  daases  who  for  their 
' —      offences  are  most  liable  to  be  sent  there.     I  am  thus  unable  to  see 
the  benefit  of  short  sentences,  either  to  the  prisoners  themselres  or 
to  the  community  at  lai^.  ' 

I  take  the  opportunity,  supplied  to  me  by  the  reception  of 
these  short  sentence  prisoners,  to  report  upon  their  school  attain- 
ments, sometimes  called  *^  state  of  education."  Education  they  had 
none,  except  in  vice ;  but  instruction  they  had  some,  and  a  few  of 
them  much. 

16  per  cent,  of  these  130  could  read  well  or  tolerably,  4  per 
cent  could  spell  well  or  tolerably,  3  per  cent,  could  write  well  or 
tolerably,  12  per  cent,  could  work  the  compound  or  simple  rules  in 
arithmetic,  and  4  per  cent  had  a  tolerable  amount  of  Scnptural  and 
general  information. 

If  we  comjiare  these  items  with  the  time  they  attended  day  schools, 
it  will  be  seen  that,  though  doubtless  "  education  "  has  done  much  for 
others,  it  has  not  done  much  for  them. 

35  had  never  been  at  a  day  school,  or  for  so  short  a  period  as  not 
to  be  worth  notice  ;  10  had  attended  less  than  six  months;  18,  six 
months  and  upwards ;  18,  one  year  and  upwards ;  14,  two  years  and 
upwards ;  11,  three  years  and  upwards ;  3,  four  years  and  upwards; 
12,  five  years  and  upwards;  3,  six  years  and  upwards;  2,  seven  ^ 
years  and  upwards ;  and  4,  eight  years  and  upwards.  » 

It  will  be  thus  seen  tiiat  their  attainments  are  nothing  like  adequate 
to  the  time  they  have  attended  school. 

Nor  should  another  element  in  this  matter  be  overlooked.  These 
short  sentence  boys  had  been  in  prison  before,  and  many  of  them 
several  times,  and  had  there  also  attended  school,  yet  the  above  was 
the  aggregate  of  their  attainments  when  received  here.  It  should, 
however,  be  noted  that  the  majority  of  the  previous  sentences  were 
for  a  few  months  only,  and  that  therefore  the  school  privileges  in 
prison  would  be  but  small. 

It  is  an  observable  fact  that  the  75  sentenced  to  penal  servitude 
had  attended  day  schools  longer,  and  came  here  with  higher  attain- 
men,ts,  than  those  sentenced  to  short  terms.  It  will  subserve  no  good 
object  to  compare  them  in  every  particular.  I  will,  therefore,  but 
add  that  16  per  cent,  only  of  the  penal  servitude  boy s  never  attended 
a  day  school,  while  27  per  cent,  of  the  short  sentence  boys  never 
attended  a  ^y  school  The  examinations  which  elicit  this  fact  do 
not  enable  me  to  account  for  it. 

Prisoners  discharged  an  Ticket'of-Leave, — 102  were  liberated  on 
ticket-of-leave  during  the  year.  From  and  of  many  of  these  we 
heard  as  doing  well.  Numbers  of  them  have,  after  liberation,  such 
privations  to  contend  with  as  I  am  certain  those  better  circumstanced 
can  have  no  conception  of;  and  I  cannot  help  wishing  that,  whatever 
may  be  done  with  adult  prisoners,  our  lads  could  be  sent  where  their 
labour  might  be  required,  and  where  poverty,  wretchedness,  and 
hunger  would  not  be  temptations  to  resort  to  crime.  The  greater 
number  of  our  boys  are  orphans,  some  of  which  have  not  a  friend  in 
the  world,  and  it  is  no  smtdl  care  with  the  Governor  and  myself  how 
to  dispose  of  these.     Whether  situations  are  procured  for  them  or 
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not,  we  are  bcmnd  to  discharge  them,  and,  humanly  speaking,  insome  ^^^|*j^ 
cases  it  must  be  to  starvation  or  crime,  for  few  are  there  who  will      — 
befriend  a  prisoner,  even  though  he  may  be  an  orphan  boy. 

In  every  point  of  view,  the  discharge  of  a  pnsoner  on  ticket-of- 
leave  is  an  important  afikir ;  and  thankful  am  I  that  the  selection 
does  not  rest  merely,  or  mainly,  widi  the  Chaplain^  A  prisoner 
cannot  be  recommended  for  liberty  until  his  good  conduct  has  been, 
at  different  intervals,  testified  to  a^n  and  agidn  by  all  who  have  to 
do  with  bim,  both  in  the  Governors  and  Chaplain's  departments,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  human  beings  cannot  exercise  greater  care  in  the 
selection  than  is  employed  here.  It  is  prmer  that  I  should  state  the 
simple  fact  that,  durmg  all  the  years  I  have  been  here,  not  a  single  boy 
has  gained  any  temporal  advantage  by  a  religious  profession ;  nor  is 
a  professional  religion  in  the  slightest  degree  r^arded  by  me,  unless 
it  be  evinced  and  exemplified  by  uniform  good  tempers  and  conduct, 
as  testified  to  by  their  officers  and  schoahnasters ;  and  so  well  is  this 
known  by  the  boys,  that  none  of  those  who  have  been  here  long 
enough  to  know  me,  ever  attempt  to  gain  anything  from  me  by  a 
profession  of  religion.  They  weU  know  that  with  me  it  is  deeds,  not 
words. 

In  conclusion,  I  b^  to  state  that  the  regulations  laid  down  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Chapudn's  department  have  been  fully  and  luiiformly 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

1  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Henet  Smith  Wableioh, 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  Chaplain, 

of  Convict  Prisons, 
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Per-centage  of  Scholastic  Improvement.  Ill 

Rbtubn  of  the  Amount  of  Petty  and  Serious  Misconduct  in  the  Pro-       -£?" 
BATioNART  and  Senior  Wards  Schools  daring  the  Year. 

Total  nomber  of  boys  under  instruction  in  the  schools  during  the 

year       --------     580 

Number  of  boys  entered  in  the  school's  misconduct  book  for  petty 

offences  in  school  -  -  -  -  -     115 

Number  of  boys  reported  to  the  Governor  for  punishment  on  account 

of  continued  petty  misconduct  or  for  serious  offences       -  -      64 

Number  of  bovs  who  have  not  been  complained  of  for  petty  offences 

in  school  throughout  the  year     -  -  •  .  .    455 

Number  of  boys  who  have  not  been  reported  to  the  Governor  for 

punishment  throughout  the  year  •  -  -  -    516 

Number  per  cent 

1.  Of  boys  complained  of  for  petty  offences      •  -  20. 

2.  Of  boys  not  complained  of  for  petty  offences  •  80. 

3.  Of  boys  reported  to  the  Goviernor    -  -  -  1 1. 

4.  Of  boys  not  reported  to  the  Governor  -  -  89. 

Of  the  115  boys  entered  in  the  school  misconduct  book  for  petty 
offences,  there  were  complained  of,  once,  78  ;  twice,  20 ;  three  times,  10 ; 
four  times,  5  ;  five  times,  L 

Of  the  64  boys  reported  to  the  Gt>vernor  for  punishment  on  account  of 
continued  petty  misconduct,  or  for  serious  offences,  there  were  reporced, 
once,  34  ;  twice,  21  ;  three  times,  5  ;  four  times,  4. 

Of  the  115  prisoners  entered  in  the  misconduct  book  for  petty  offences, 
92  of  them  were  boys  in  the  probationary  ward,  and  23  of  them  were 
boys  in  the  general  wards. 

Of  the  64  prisoners  reported  to  the  Gt)vemor  for  punishment  on  account 
of  continued  petty  misconduct,  or  for  serious  offences,  51  of  them  were 
boys  in  the  probationary  wards,  and  13  of  them  boys  in  the  general 
wards. 
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III. 


JUNIOR  WARDS  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


Beportofthe 
Oh&plaiii,fte. 


Gentlemen, 


Parkhurst  PrisoUy  Junior  Wards, 
January  9,  1867. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  my  amiual  Report  of  the  junior 


<*t^eJattior  wards  for  the  past  year. 


The  total  number  of  prisoners  under  ray  superintendenoe  and 
spiritual  care  during  the  year  was  156. 

There  were  in  the  prison  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  as  follows : — 

On  the  3lst  of  March  -  -  -  118 

„       30th  of  June     -  -  -  119 

„       30th  of  September  -  -  101 

„       3l8t  of  December  -  -  78 

Forty-two  were  transferred  during  the  year  from  the  probationary 
to  the  junior  wards. 

The  number  removed  was  as  follows :  — 


Liberated  on  licence 

Died 

Time  expired 

Transferred  to  the  senior  wards 

Removed  to  Millbank  prison 

Pardoned 


Total  removed 


-  18 

-  1 

-  2 

-  54 
.  2 

-  1 

-  78 


The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  will  appear  in  the  following  table : — 


First  quarter : — 

Very  good     - 
Good 

Indifferent     - 
Bad  - 
Very  bad 


Second  quarter  : — 

Very  good     - 
Good 

Indifferent     - 
Bad  . 


19 

14 
18 

1 


Third  quarter : 

Very  good 
Good 

Indifferent 
Bad  - 
Very  bad 


.    5 

-  53 

-  27 

-  15 
.     1 


Oonduot  of 
theiiri- 


Fourth  quarter : — 

-  17  Very  good  -  -  -    2 

-  73  Good  -  -  -  38 

-  19  Indifferent  -  -  -  20 

-  10  Bad  -  -  -  -16 

Very  bad       -  -  -    2 

In  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  during  the  past  year, 
I  cannot  report  quite  00  favourably  as  I  have  been  able  to  do  on  former 
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occasions ;  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  compared  with  the  former,  Eeportpf  the 
presents  an  increase  of  offences^  arising  from  the  peevish  and  un-  ofthe Jumor 
governable  tempers  of  these  little  boys,  who  are  ever  very  ready,     ^«rd». 
when  spoken  to  by  their  officers,  to  make  use  of  that  unruly  member, 
the  tongae,  in  a  very  offensive  manner;  to  correct  this  evil,  and 
teach  them  respect  towards  those  placed  in  immediate  authority  over 
them,  is  no  very  easy  task ;  and  as  this  is  the  first  step  towards  their 
improvement,  it  is  of  very  great  importance  to  enforce  this  part  of 
our  discipline :  most  of  our  punishments  during  the  year  have  been 
for  insolence  to  officei-s,  as  also  for  that  which  generally  follows, 
disobedience. 

In  the  month  of  October  there  were  two  attempts  at  insubordina- 
tion amongst  the  prisoners,  in  consequence  of  an  order  given  which 
did  not  please  them  ;  but  they  were  effectually  subdued  by  the  firm 
and  decisive  steps  which  were  promptly  resorted  to ;  they  weie  made 
to  feel  that  obedience  to  the  rules  and  authorities  of  the  prison  was 
their  duty  and  interest,  and  the  surest  way  to  promote  their  happiness. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  has  since  occurred. 

There  is  a  great  difficulty  in  our  way,  in  consequence  of  the 
short  sentences,  from  one  to  two  years,  with  which  many  of  the 
prisoners  now  come  to  us.  Twenty-one  boys  of  this  class  have  been 
received  into  the  junior  prison  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year ; 
with  some  of  these  we  have  immense  trouble ;  they  are,  in  dis- 
position attd  conduct,  of  the  same  class  as  those  under  the  four 
years*  sentence,  and  many  of  them  have  come  to  us  with  very  bad 
characters  from  the  last  prison,  and  have  been  several  times  con- 
victed ;  such  of  them  as  are  deeply  depraved  and  hardened  care 
nothing  about  their  sentence  ;  perhaps  they  have  passed  two  months  in 
the  prison  from  which  they  came,  then  four  more  in  our  probationary, 
leaving  but  six  montlis  in  some  instances,  and  twelve  in  others,  during 
which  period  it  is  expected  that  some  change  will  be  produced  in 
their  habits  of  life  under  the  discipline  of  this  prison.  I  do  un- 
hesitatingly state,  from  my  long  experience  of  ten  years,  that  much 
good,  if  any,  cannot  be  efiected  in  such  characters  in  so  short  a  space 
of  time  ;  I  have  generally  found  that  it  takes  from  one  to  twc^  years 
before  our  system  of  reformation  begins  to  have  effect  on  such  in- 
Yeterate  characters ;  in  some  few  instances  there,  the  former  is  about  • 
the  average  time :  but  these  short  sentence  boys  leave  before  that 
period  has  elapsed,  consequently  before  any  change  for  the  better 
IS  likely  to  be  produced,  some  have  had  their  liberty,  their  sentence 
having  been  completed  while  they  were  in  the  misconduct  class ; 
thus  they  have  been  thr  own  upon  society  again,  helpless  and  unre- 
ibrmed.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  cannot  detain  such  characters 
as  these  longer  in  this  valuable  institution,  so  that  they  might  receive 
such  an  education,  moral,  intellectual,  and  industrial,  as  would  fit 
them  for  society  again ;  but,  situated  as  they  now  are,  there  is  really 
not  sufficient  time  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  important  work. 
There  are  some  of  this  class  now  in  the  prison  who  must  soon  be 
released,  and  most  of  their  time  has  been  passed  in  confinement  or 
under  other  punishment ;  they  have  been  reasoned  with  repeatedly, 
but  they  seem  to  have  scarcely  any  reason  to  appeal  to,  on  account 
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Seclmp^  of  their  youth  and  depravity.     Some  of  those  under  short  sentences  » 
ufe"^unior  ^^^^  expressed  to  me  their  wish  that  their  term  of  imprisonment  had 
AVards.     l)cen  four  years  instead  of  one  or  two,  assigning  as  their  reason  that 
tliey  know  they  will  get  into  trouble  again  as  soon  as  they  are 
released, 
iibtaf^ents^      Xho  reports  from  the  school  have  not  been  so  satisfactory  during 
in  school.      |.jjg  Jitter  part  of  the  year,  but  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  tiiat  very 
few  of  the  boys  then  in  the  prison  have  been  of  more  than  one  year 
or  one  year  and  a  half  standing,  all  the  older  ones,  the  great  majo-  ■ 
rity  of  whom  had  good  conduct  badges,  having  been  transferred  to 
the  senior  wards. 

Under  the  head  of  Tables  I.  and  II.,  the  attainments,  progress,  and 
conduct  of  the  boys  will  show  that  there  were  114  in  the  junior 
prison  on  the  let  of  January  1856,  78  of  whom  had  been  removed 
in  the  cdurse  of  the  year,  leaving  but  36  under  school  instruction  for 
the  whole  year.  The  total  number  during  the  year  has  been  156> 
78  of  whom  were  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year ;  78  consequently 
left  this  prison ;  54  of  this  number  were  transferred  to  the  senior 
wards,  33  of  them  had  good  conduct  badges,  mostly  of  a  higher 
order. 

The  Tables  will  further  show  that  these  78  boys  had  made  a  very 
considerable  degree  of  improvement,  both  morally  and  intellectually,, 
during  the  period  they  were  in  this  prison,  and  when  they  left, 
more  than  two- thirds  of  them  were  disposed  to  be  orderly  and  well- 
behaved. 

With  reference  to  the  42  boys  who  had  joined  during  the  year,  it 
will  be  observed  how  remarkably  low  the  majority  of  them  were  in 
intellectual  attainments  when  they  first  came  to  us;  one-half  of  them 
are  under  short  sentences,  from  one  to  two  years,  very  few  of  these 
boys,  according  to  their  own  confession,  ever  attended  school  or 
a  place  of  worship,  and  most  of  them  had  been  in  prison  several 
times  before  this ;  one  boy  admits  that  he  had  been  six  tinier  con- 
victed ;  another,  15  years  of  age,  says  he  has  been  in  prison  twelve 
times ;  how  can  such  possibly  be  reclaimed  in  twelve  months  or  two 
years.  Out  of  the  154  boys  in  this  prison  during  the  past  year,  39 
has  been  reported  from  the  school;  13  for  ill-temper  and  insubordina- 
tion, 10  for  insolence,  9  for  idleness,  7  for  damaging  prison  property. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  by  the  Tables  annexed,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
78  boys  in  the  prison  at  the  end  of  the  year  has  not  been  so  good  in 
the  school  as  could  be  desired,  and  that  the  amount  of  intellectual 
improvement  has  not  been  satisfactory,  which  I  entirely  attribute  ta 
their  carelessness,  arising  out  of  the  feeling  that  their  time  here  can  be 
but  very  short. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  general  routine  of  the  prison. 
The  duties  in  the  chapel  every  morning,  in  the  infirmary,  proba- 
tionary ward,  and  misconduct  class,  have  been,  as  usual,  performed  by 
me.  My  Bible  class  is  still  continued  on  Sunday  evenings.  The 
week-day  evening  class  of  good  conduct  boys  is  carried  on  as 
formerly,  superintended  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  frequently  visited 
by  myself. 
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I  have  much  satisfaction  in  stating  that  the  schoolmaster,  and  ^f^J^f^j^. 
disciplinary  officers  have  zealously  co-operated,  and  endeavoured  to  ^^y^J^^ 
promote  the  welfare  of  thtj  prison  and  the  interests  of  the  prisoners      —  ' 
in  ^ery  respect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  Speab, 
Chaplain  and  Superintendent  of  the  Junior  Wards. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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ortof the  Table  IL— Showing  more  particularly  the  Dispositions  and  Capa- 
^iinifn;  CITIES,  and  the  Mobal  and  Intellectual  State,  of  the  156  Boys 
^.  referred  to  in  Table  L,  as  exhibited  by  them  since  their  Admission  to 

the  Junior  Prison. 


Apparent 

iBtelleotnal 

Capacity. 


State  of  78  Boys  who ' 
have  left  the  Junior 
Wardfl   dnring   the 
Year  1856      - 

State  of  86  Boyiwho' 
have  been  under 
School  InstmcUon 
during  the  whole 
Year     - 

State  of  43  Boys  who 
haye  joined  the  Jn- 
nior  Wards  daring 
the  year 

Total  state  of  156  Boys] 
who  were  in  the  Ju- 1 
nior  Wards  daring  | 
the  Year  1856         -J 


41 


16 


28 


12 


20 


62 


Intellectaal 
Improyement. 


34 


17 


60   34 


10 


21 


11 


14 


13 


16 


45   39 


43 


12 


23 


Moral 
Improyemeni. 


31 


20 


42 


13   7    4 


29 


16 


37 


22 


Bojs  whose 
Diqioeitions 

seem  to 
hayeledto 


I 


I 


2  5 


14 


61 


24 


20 


12  105   40 


15 


12 


13   9 


11 
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IV. 
MEDICAL  OFFICER^S  REPORT. 


Parkhurst  Prison,  Isle  of  Wight, 
<tENTLEMEN,  January  5, 1857. 

In  conformity  to  the  printed  instructions,  I  have  the  honour  M|^ 
to  transmit  the  annual  Medical  Report  of  this  prison  for  the  year  Report. 
1856.      • 

Remaining  January,  1856  -        -        -        -  -  429. 

Eeceived  from  various  sources  ....        -  209 

638 

Discharged  on  pardons,  &c.         -        .        .        -       208 
Died 1 

209 

Remaining  January  1st,  1857  -        -      .  -  429 

Greatest  number  in  infirmary,  22  ;  lowest  number,  5. 

The  prisoners  have  been  remarkably  healthy  diirinix  the  past  year, 
and  no  contagious  or  infectious  disease  has  occurred  ;  there  were  many 
<;aae8  of  small  pox  amongst  the  military  in  Albany  barracks,  which 
bounds  the  prison  grounds  on  the  south,  during  the  months  of 
February,  March,  and  April,  and  one  adult  was  affected  residing  in 
a  house  contiguous  to  the  prison  on  the  north  side,  but  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  the  exemption  of  any  member  of  this  establishment 
from  it«  attack.  Of  the  prisoners  received,  all  have  been  healthy, 
and  the  major  part  robust  One  lad  was  taken  into  the  infirmary 
for  the  cure  of  lepra ;  on  his  admission  he  said  he  never  recollected 
being  free  from  the  disease. 

In  the  Appendix,  Table  No.  I.  contains  an  account  of  all  the 
infirmary  cases ;  we  have  had  no  very  serious  disease  under  treatment, 
the  majority  of  complaints  being  catarrhal  or  bowel  affections, 
occurring  respectively  in  the  winter  and  summer  months,  with  various 
local  ailments  dependent  on  casual  causes. 

Table  II.  is  the  enumeration  of  cases  treated  in  the  cells,  and 
^re  invariably  of  a  mild  character,  rarely  requiring  above  one  or 
two  days'  confinement  for  their  removal 

Table  III.  contains  the  account  of  the  only  death  we  have  had, 
which,  for  the  average  number  for  the  year,  is  at  the  rate  of  '23 
per  cent  The  deceased  had  his  left  arm  amputated  last  year  for 
scrofulous  disease  of  the  elbow  joint ;  his  health  greatly  amended  after 
the  source  of  irritation  was  removed;  after  a  time,  however,  exten- 
Bive  ulceration  took  place  on  the  left  side  of  the  chest  and  in  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


120  Parkkurst  Prison  (^Appendix), 

Medical  left  ham,  extending  half  wajr  up  the  thigh ;  he  sunk  after  a  year  and 
K?^?  a  half  of  suffering ;  extensive  caries  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  rib, 
—  extending  from  the  cartilages  half  way  to  the  spine,  and  ulcera- 
tion of  the  cartilages  of  the  knee  joint,  which  were  evidenced  on  a 
post-mortem  examination,  showed  how  impossible  it  was  to  obtain  any 
more  favourable  results.  On  his  admission  to  Parkhurst,  he  is 
noticed  in  the  medical  character  book  as  being  feeble,  and  as  being 
frightfully  disfigured  by  extensive  cicatrices  in  the  neck. 

Table  IV.  gives  the  proportion  of  sickness,  and  it  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  Tables  for  1854  and  1855,  that  there  has  been  a 
diminution  of  rather  more  than  one-third  in  both  infirmary  and 
lighter  cases. 

The  food  supplied  to  the  prisoners  during  the  past  year  has  been 
uniformly  excellent,  every  attention  is  paid  to  its  proper  preparation, 
and  that  the  ration  is  ample  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  since 
I  have  been  connected  with  the  prison  I  have  never  had  occasion  to 
recommend  any  addition  to  the  scale  adopted  for  an  healthy  prisoner. 
One  of  the  oldest  of  our  warders,  Mr.  Knott,  died  on  the  3d  of 
March  of  apoplexy ;  another  warder  has  been  invalided  for  phthisis 
dependent  on  renal  disease,  and  a  messenger  has  been  discharged, 
having  become  affected  with  epilepsy.  All  the  oflScers  of  the  esta- 
blishment at  the  present  moment  are  healthy  and  efficient,  and  have 
had  but  little  sickness  during  the  year,  and  the  cases  have  been  trifling. 
The  same  observations  apply  to  the  officers'  families. 

The  interior  economy  of  the  prison  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  and 
to  the  strict  attention  that  is  paid  to  all  circumstances  that  may 
affect  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  I  attribute  the  high  sanitary  con- 
dition that  has  been  for  so  long  a  period  maintained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  Dabbs,  Surgeon  R.N., 
Medical  Officer. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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Table  L — Casks  of  Sickness  treated  in  the  Infibmart 

Wards. 

General 

Junior. 

Proba- 
tionary. 

Re- 
fractory. 

Total 

Ztvotic  Disbabe. 

DiarrhcBa       ... 

.Porpara        •           -           • 

Porrigo          ... 

Scabies 

Febris           ... 

- 

15 
3 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1 
1 

.     . 

22 

3 
5 

1 
1 

Spobadic  Disease* 

DebilitT        ... 

Scrofbla 

Pernio           ... 

Uker            -           - 

Hannorrbois  -           .           • 
HsmopCysis  -            .            - 

- 

1 

3 

11 

11 

1 

2 

1 
5 

1 
1 

-     * 

1 

6 

12 

16 

1 
1 

System. 

X)pbtbafania   .            •           . 
Epilepsy        ... 

- 

11 

1 

4 
1 

. 

1 

IS 
2 

OkOAXS  or  ClBCULATION. 

Palpitatio  Cordis 

- 

1 

1 

-     - 

.     . 

^       2 

Bbspuiatobt  Orqxxb, 

Catarrb          ... 
Cjnanche      -           -           . 

- 

22 
11 

7 

1 

* 

;  : 

29 

12 

DlOESTIYE  OrGAXS. 

Dyspepsia      •           .           - 
Obstipotio      •            -            • 
Hernia          ... 

- 

9 

9 

1 
2 

1 

1 

20 

1 
2 

Urinabt  Oroaks. 

Albuminuria 

- 

2 

. 

. 

, 

2 

Organs  of  Logoiiotion. 

Periostitis      .            .            - 
Acute  Rbeumatism    - 
Caries            .            -           - 

* 

1 
6 

1 

1 

1 

-    - 

1 
8 

1 

LrrEQUHENTART  StSTEH. 

Phlogosis       -            .            - 
Eczema         .           .            - 
Impetigo       ... 
Lepra            ... 
Urticaria       -            -           . 

- 

31 

1 

a 

4 
1 

1 
1 

1 

36 
1 
2 
1 
2 

External  Causes. 

. 

1   1   1    1   i 
1    1   1   1   1 
1   •  §  •    1 

sis 

- 

6 
3 
2 
2 
6 

2 
1 

1 

-    - 

8 
3 
2 
2 

8 

Total       - 

167 

50 

10 

3 

230 

Medkil 
QfBcer*t 
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Table  II. --Cases  of  Casual  Sick  treated  in  their  Wards. 


Catarrhal  affectioDs 
Diarrhoea 
Scrofbla 
vpepsia 

Fhloffosifi 

Ophthalmia   - 

Epilepsj 

Yaocine 

Otalgia 

Uloer 

Pernio 

Minor  accidents 


Total 


{Sprain 
Wound 
Contusion 


Wards. 


General 


19 
21 

11 

9 

46 


119 


Junior. 


25 
17 

8 
1 

8 

1 


70 


Proha- 
tionary. 


10 

1 


22 


Ue- 
fractory. 


Total. 


47 
40 
10 
20 
11 
56 

i 

3 
1 

7 
IS 
3 
3 
1 
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Tabl£  m. — Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Year  1856. 


Initials 

of 
Name. 

Ward. 

Age. 

When 

Keceived 

into  the 

Prison. 

When  last 
Removed 

to  the 
Infinnary. 

Date 

of 

Death. 

How  long  in 

Prison 
before  Death. 

Disease. 

H.  D. 

391 

Junior 

19A 

15  May, 
1852. 

1  Feb. 
1855. 

3  Sept 
1856. 

4  years,  3  months 
and  19  days. 

Scrofula. 

N.R — The  Coroner's  inquest  returned  a  verdict  of  Natural  Death. 


Table  TV.— Dailt  Number  of  Prisoners,  Per-centage  of  Sick,  &c. 


Wards. 

Re- 
fractory. 

Total. 

In- 

General. 

Junior. 

Pro- 
bationary. 

firmary. 

Average  daily  Number  of 
Prisoners     - 

Average  daily  Number  of 
Sick  treated  in  their  cells 

Average  daily  Number  of 
Sick  treated  in  the  In- 
firmary        -        -        -J 

Number   admitted    in    the  i 
Infirmary      -        -         J 

267-177 
0  325 

7-923 

167 

98*204 
0191 

2-281 

50 

57-803 
0-60 

0-262 

10 

0-13 

0-43 

3 

423-185 
0*590 

230 

10*510 
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v.— Monthly  Meteorological  Table  for  the  Year  1856. 
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Jamiaiy    - 
Yebrnary  • 
March    - 
April  -    -; 
May.      . 
Jime- 
Jiily. 
August  - 
September 
October    - 
Kovcmber 
December 


r  Theniumieter 
<  Barometer  - 
I.  Bain  gauge  - 

f  Thermometer 

►  •<  Barometer   - 

(.Bain gauge  - 

f  Thermometer 
\  Barometer  - 
(.Rain gauge  - 

I*  Thermometer 

\<  Barometer   - 

I  Bain  gauge  - 

r  Thermometer 

•  <  Barometer   - 

[Hain  gauge  * 

f  Thermometer 

-•<  Barometer   - 

(.Rain gauge  - 

r  Thermometer 

-<  Barometer   - 

[Rain gauge  - 


r  Thermometer     67  J^ 

<  Barometer    -  |    - 
[  Rain  gsuge 

f  Thermometer  I  59^ i 

<  Barometer    -  i 
[Rain gauge  -  i 

C  Thermometer 
•<  Barometer  - 
(.Rain gauge  - 

I"  Thermometer 

<  Barometer  * 
(.Rain gauge  - 

I*  Thermometer 
•<  Barometer  • 
t  Rain  gauge  - 

Total 


J       ^^2^ 


18     . 
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V. 


STEWARD'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,  Parkhurst  Prison,  January  7,  1857. 

^^pSrt*  I  ®^^  *^  submit  to  you  the  following  Report  upon  the  Indus- 

—      trial  Department  of  this  prison  for  the  past  year. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  employments  of  the  prisoners 
since  my  last  report ;  and,  I  am  again  enabled  to  report  favourably 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  several  branches  of  this 
department  has  been  carried  on. 

About  the  usual  numbers  of  prisoners  were  employed  as  artifier  s 
in  executing  the  repairs  of  the  buildings  throughout  the  establish- 
ment, making  and  repairing  tools  and  implements  for  farming  pur- 
poses, the  repairof  prison  furniture,  &c.  &c. 

The  trades'  classes  continue  to  manufacture  and  repair  the  whole 
of  the  clothing,  boots  and  shoes  required  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners 
throughout  the  establishment,  and  to  prepare  the  principal  part  of 
the  outfits  for  those  who  are  liberated.  I'hey  also  make  the  whole 
of  the  officers'  uniform  clothing. 

The  out-door  work  upon  the  farm  has  been  carried  on  as 
Tieretofore,  but  with  fewer  hands ;  still,  as  the  draining  and  other 
permanent  improvements  were  for  the  most  part  completed,  this 
drawback  was  not  so  severely  felt  as  it  would  have  been  in  previous 
years,  when  these  necessary  works  were  in  course  of  execution. 

Manufacturing  Department. 

Tailoring. — The  prisoners  employed  as  tailors  manufactured  and 
repaired  the  whole  of  the  clothing  and  bedding  required  for  the  use 
of  the  prison,  and  the  moat  advanced  in  tlie  tailors'  class  of  the  senior 
section  of  the  prison  were  occupied  in  making  officers'  uniform  clo- 
thing— an  arrangement  which  has  not  only  furnished  profitable 
employment  for  the  prisoners,  but  has  given  general  satisfaction  to 
the  ofBcera,  who  prefer  the  home-made  uniform  clothing  to  that  sup- 
plied under  contract.  -  /  •    » 

The  work  performed  in  this  department  during  the  year,  for  the 
use  of  the  prison,  consisted  principally  in  making  the  following 
articles,  viz. — 

453  jackets ; 
497  trousers ; 
327  waistcoats ; 
266  socks  ; 
664  shirts ; 

150  flannel  waistcoats  and  drawers  ; 
and  in  repairing  the  prison  bedding  and  clothing  as  required,  which, 
.  on  an  average,  amounted  to  about  532  articles  weekly. 
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The  folio winip  artidea  were  manufactured  for  the  outfits  of  pri-  stoward't  ] 
aoners  on  liberatioD,—  -i- 

114  jackets  ; 

121  pairs  of  trousers  ; 

12  „        duck  do.  ; 
102  waistcoats  ; 

229  shirtt  (cotton) ; 
23    do.  (serge,  for  sailors) ; 
213    do.  (flannel); 

13  pairs  of  stockings; 
147  kit  bags ; 

and  sundry  other  articles  comprised  in  the  outfit. 

For  officers'  uniform  dothing, — 

6  great  coats ; 
31  frock    do.; 
29  hip  jackets ; 
66  pairs  trousers ; 

with  the  repairs  of  uniform  clothing  usually  allowed. 

Shoemaking. — The  usual  average  number  of  prisoners  were  em- 
ployed as  shoemakers,  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the  prison,  and 
to  work  for  the  ofiicers  of  the  establishment  and  their  families. 
The  work  done  on  officers'  private  account  is  paid  for  at  a  fixed  rate 
of  charge. 

The  following  articles  were  manufactured  on  the  prison  accoimt, 
Tiz. — 

New  boots  for  ordinary  prison  wear       ... 
Strong  do.  for  use  on  the  farm    -        •        - 
Shoes  for  outfits  on  liberation      •  •  .        . 

Soft  shoes  for  use  in  the  infirmary     -  -  - 

Leather  caps  for  ordinary  prison  wear  (repaired)    - 
Hammock  straps        •        -        •        •      do. 

«nd  a  variety  of  lesser  articles,  besides  executing  the  repair  of  all  the 
prisoners'  boots  and  shoes  as  required,  which,  on  account  of  the  farm 
and  other  heavy  work  in  which  the  majority  of  the  prisoners  are 
employed,  is  very  extensive,  and  has  amounted  to  about  134  pairs 
weekly. 

The  privilege  of  being  allowed  to  do  the  work  referred  to  on 
ofiicers'  private  account,  has  already  been  the  means  of  bringing 
forward  several  prisoners  to  a  very  creditable  state  of  proficiency. 

Brickyard. — On  an  average,  12  prisoners  were  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  the  operations  of  the  brickyard  during  the  year,  in  diggino* 
and  preparing  the  clay,  moulding  bricks  and  tiles,  charging  and 
unloading  the  brick-kiln,  as  well  as  the  care  of  the  running  lime-kiln, 
and  a  great  variety  of  work  necessarily  connected  with  the  trade  of 
brick-making  and  lime-burning. 
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pairs. 

38 
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» 
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Steward's       The  work   performed    consisted  in  manufacturing  the  following^ 

VlZt 

139,500  stock  bricks  for  ordinary  use  ; 
10,000  circular,  arch,  and  splayed  ditto  ; 
19,000  ordinary  small  drain  tiles  ; 
1,500  small  9"  garden  ditto  ; 
163  yards  of  white  anjj  grey  lime  burnt; 

besides  much  other  useful  and  instructive  occupation  connected  with 
the  trade. 

fVasherSy  Bakersy  and  Cooks. — The  prisoners  selected  for  that 
purpose  continue  to  perform  in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  whole  of 
the  work  connected  with  the  washing,  bakings  and  cooking. 

The  weekly  average  quantity  of  bread  prepared  and  baked  in  the 
required  form  for  officers*  and  prisoners'  rations  was  39  cwt,  and 
the  average  number  of  pieces  of  clothing,  bedding,  and  prison  linen 
washed,  dried,  and  mangled,  amounted  to  about  2,041  weekly. 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  distribution  of  the  prisoners  em- 
ployed at  the  different  trades  in  the  manufacturing  department  and 
in-door  work  during  the  year,  viz. — 

Shoemakers       -         -         -         .         -  24 

Tailors  (Juniors^        -         •         -         -  22 

Ditto     (Seniors)        -         -        -      .  -  12 

Brickmakers      -----  12 

Washers             .         -         -        .         .  12 

Bakers      ----..-  4 

Cooks  (Senior  Prison)        -         -         -  6 

Ditto   (Junior  ditto  )         -         -         -  2 

Agricultural  Department. — The  cultivation  of  the  prison  farm 
continues  to  be  carried  on  by  spade  husbandry. 

The  principal  part  of  the  work  connected  with  the  duties  of  the 
farmyard  continues  to  be  performed  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  the 
prisoners  selected  for  that  purpose,  and  consists  in  the  care  and 
feeding  of  the  cattle  and  pigs,  milking  the  cows,  &c.  &c.,  and  a 
variety  of  other  work  of  a  useful  and  instructive  character. 

The  Crops. — The  crops  generally  were  very  good,  and  bear  ample 
])YOo{  as  to  the  superiority  of  spade  husbandry  over  every  other  mode 
of  cultivation,  as  well  as  to  the  value  of  liquid  or  sewage  manure, 
which  we  now  have  improved  means  of  rendering  available. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  potatoes  were  again  much  blighted, 
and  resulted  in  our  losing  at  least  two-thirds  of  what  would  otherwbe 
have  been  an  excellent  crop,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  that  were 
made  to  turn  the  potatoes  to  account,  by  using  them  as  soon  as  it 
was  at  all  practicable  to  do  so,  and  by  adopting  every  precaution 
which  experience  and  forethought  could  suggest. 

The  turnip  crop  waa  also  a  comparative  failure,  occasioned  by  the 
continuance  of  unusually  dry  weather  during  and  immediately  after 
the  sowing  season ;  but  with  these  exceptions,  the  crops  of  the  past 
year  maintained  the  high  character  for  which  the  prison  farm  baa 
become  remarkable. 
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Draining. — A  piece  of  about  five  acres  only  of  the  land  belonging  ^^^'^ 
to  the  farm  having  been  left  undrained  at  the  close  of  last  year,  was  — 
completed  during  the  early  spring  months,  and  the  roads  and  other 
permanent  improvements  having  been  executed  in  previous  years, 
yery  little  work  of  that  description  remaining  to  be  done,  the 
prisoners  were  chiefly  engaged  in  planting,  attending  to,  and  gather- 
ing in  the  crops. 

b  TTie  Mill. — In  consequence  of  the  high  prices  hitherto  paid  for 
f  arley,  meaV&c,  for  pig  feeding,  the  purchase  of  a  small  stone  mill 
or  grinding  barley,  &c.,  upon  the  premises  was  recommended,  and 
having  been .  authorized,  it  was  procured  and  fixed  as  speedily  as 
possible.  It  is  driven  by  means  of  a  double  crank,  worked  by 
prisoners,  and  thus  affords  in-door  employment  for  a  large  party 
during  unfiivourable  weather  for  farming  operations,  and  has  already 
enabled  us  to  effect  the  most  satit^factory  results,  as  regards  both  the 
quality  and  cost  of  the  meal  produced. 

The  Boiling  House. — Since  my  last  report,  the  boiling  and  steam- 
ing house  and  apparatus  have  been  altered  and  enlarged,  to  meet  the 
present  requirements  in  this  respect.  An  important  advantage  is 
gained  by  the  increased  facilities  thus  afforded,  by  enabling  us  to 
heat  the  whole  of  the  food  given  to  the  pigs,  an  arrangement  which, 
I  scarcely  need  add,  has  been  attended  with  success. 

Building  Department.  —The  prisoners  belonging  to  the  trades* 
classes  employed  as  artificers  were  usefully  employed  in  assisting  in 
the  execution  of  the  repiurs  and  alterations  of  the  buildings  through- 
out the  establishment 

In  addtion  to  work  performed  in  the  ordinary  repair  of  the  prison 
and  farm  buildings  and  the  officers'  quarters,  whitewashing,  &c.,  &c., 
the  following  are  the  principal  items  executed  during  the  year, viz. : — 

Building  a  large  tank  in  field.  No.  7,  for  the  collection  and  distri- 
bution of  the  sewerage  Trom  the  prison  and  barracks^  and  laying  the 
mains,  &c.,  in  connexion  with  the  same. 

Enlarcring  and  re-constructing  the  boiling  house  at  the  farm  build- 
ings, re-arranging  the  steaming  apparatus,  building  new  troughs,  &c. 

Excavating  and  building  a  large  tank  in  the  farmyard,  to  collect 
the  rain  water  from  the  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  yard,  and  also  to 
furnish  a  supply  of  water  in  case  of  fire. 

Preparing  and  laying  a  new  floor,  with  sleeperwalls,  &c.,  in  the 
room  under  the  carpenters'  shop,  and  fitting  it  up  as  a  general  store 
for  materials,  &c. 

Thorough  repair  of  the  inside  of  the  brick-kiln. 

Taking  up,  repairing,  and  re-laying  the  flues  and  warming  appa- 
ratus in  the  probationary  ward  and  schools. 

Making  and  fixing  new  gates,  with  posts,  &c.,  complete,  to  the 
prison  fields  lying  on  the  high  road. 

Altering  barn,  fixing  new  barley  mill,  constructing  driving  and 
miU  rooms,  preparing  and  fixing  driving  gear,  &a,  complete. 

Sundry  alterations  at  Chaplain's  old  house,  to  form  a  large  room  for 
dressing  flax,  and  fitting  up  the  game  complete. 
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stewird'i  And  Sundry  works  of  less  extent,  besides  the  manufacture  and 
—  repair  of  tools  and  implements  for  use  upon  the  farm,  repair  of  fur* 
niture,  &c.,  &c.,  and  ^minting  and  glazing,  &a,  throughout  the  esta- 
blishment; the  whole  of  the  painters',  glaziers',  and  paper-hangers' 
work  being  now  done  by  the  party  of  prisoners  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  niiaster-carpenter. 

The  average  numbers  of  prisoners  employed  as  artificers  were  as 
follows,  viz. : — 

Carpenters  -  -  -  -  -  o 

Painters,  paper-hangers,  and  glaziers  -  -  4 

Bricklayers  and  masons  -  -  -  8 

Smiths,  engineers,  &c.  *  -  -  3 

Sawyers  -  -  -  -  2 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Henry  Strickland, 
Steward  and  Industrial  Superintendent. 
To  the  Directors 

of  Convict  Prisons. 
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PORTLAND    PRISON. 


REPORT, 

For  the  year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Portland  Prison,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act 
5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  84.  and  Act  13  &  14  Vict.  cap.  39.; — 
specifying  the  State  of  the  Buildings  ;  the  Behaviour  and 
Conduct  of  the  Officers  of  the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts ; 
the  Amount  of  the  Earnings  of  the  Convicts,  and  the 
Expense  of  the  Prison  ;  and  such  other  Matters  relating: 
to  the  Discipline  and  Management  thereof  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  direct. 

Prnented  to  both  Houses  qf  Parliament  by  Command  qf  Her  Majesty, 

To  THE  Right  Honourable  Sm  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 

Sir,  45,  Parliament  Streety  1857. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  our  annual  Report  on 
Portland  Convict  Prison  for  the  year  1856. 

Condition  of  the  Buildings. 

The  prison  buildings  are  in  good  order  and  repair.  Some  condition  of 
of  the  houses  occupied  by  the  superior  officers  have  required  SUi""*^' 
repair  in  consequence  of  the  wood-work  becoming  decayed 
through  the  action  of  the  weather.  The  additional  wing  to 
the  infirmary,  reported  as  being  in  progress  in  our  last  year's 
Report,  has  been  completed.  New  dark  cells  have  also  been 
built.  Baths  and  reception-room  are  also  in  course  of  con- 
struction. Arches  for  the  reservoir  in  the  infirmary  have 
also  been  built,  besides  various  other  works. 

Conduct  of  Officers. 

The  very  important  duties  of  the  superior  officers  in  theSSSS?**' 
discipline  department  of  this  extensive  prison  establishment 

I  2 
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continue  to  be  conducted,  as  heretofore,  with  great  credit 
to  themselves  and  usefulness  to  the  public  service. 

Captain  Clay,  the  Governor,  as  well  as  the  Chaplains  in 
their  respective  departments,  had  to  contend  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  with  some  disadvantages  arising  from  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  penal  servitude  prisoners ;  these  men 
being  under  the  impression  that  they  were  not  fairly  treated, 
saying,  they  had  been  led  to  expect  in  the  prisons  in  which 
they  were  "first  placed,  that  good  conduct  would  tend  to 
shorten  their  sentences. 

Nevertheless,  the  efforts  of  the  Governor,  assisted  by  the 
Chaplains  as  well  as  all  connected  with  the  prison,  overcame 
these  difficulties,  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  prison  being 
satisfactorily  maintained,  and  the  other  objects  of  their 
respective  auties  fairly  advanced. 

Dr.  Houghton,  the  principal  medical  officer,  together  with 
his  assistant,  Mr.  Harris,  have,  as  heretofore,  assiduously 
and  successfully  attended  to  their  important,  and  very  fre- 
quently, arduous  duties. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  especially  drawing  attention  to 
Captain  Powell,  the  Deputy-Governor ;  the  Governor  having 
frequently  mentioned  the  value  of  this  officer's  services  to 
the  Visiting  Director. 

The  conduct  of  the  subordinate  officers,  as  a  body,  is  very 
favourably  reported  on  by  the  Governor ;  he  states  that  he 
has  at  all  times  been  supported  by  them  in  a  most  praise- 
worthy manner.  Since  our  last  Report,  a  body  of  offic  ^rs 
(43  in  number)  have  been  organized  as  a  civil  guard,  \o  act 
as  sentries,  instead  of  the  military  guard  who  used  to  per- 
form this  duty.  The  Governor  states  that  these  men,  as  a 
body,  deserve  much  credit  for  the  steady  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  perform  thejr  duty. 

General  Treatment  oftlie  Prisoners. 

ojnaji^^  The  prisoners  have  no  just  ground  of  complaint,  their 
ofthepri-  treatment  is  in  all  respects  fair,  and  strictly  in  accordance 
""**^  with  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  guidance,  whether  of  the 
Visiting  Director  or  Governor ;  every  precaution  is  taken  to 
prevent  harshness  or  tyranny  towards  them  by  any  of  the 
officers,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  not  exempted 
from  the  restraints  of  strict  discipline  proper  to  their  position; 
they  have  also  held  out  to  them  every  encouragement  to 
good  conduct  and  industry. 

The  penal  servitude  convict  at  Portland,  like  his  fellow- 
prisonr^r  either  at  Portsmouth  or  Chatham,  highly  appre- 
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ciates  the  progressive  privileges  attached  to  the  four  dif* 
ferent  stages  into  which  his  sentence  is  divided ;  he  strives 
by  good  conduct  and  willing  industry  to  attain  to  the  higher 
stage,  with  its  attendant  advantages,  as  that  portion  of 
his  sentence  expires,  which  makes  him  eligible  for  such 
second,  third,  or  fourth  stage,  and  he  never  fails  to  apply  to 
the  Visiting  Director  for  some  remission  of  the  time,  which 
may  have  been  added  to  the  ordinary  period,  when  he  would 
otherwise  become  due  for  a  higher  stage,  in  consequence  of 
misconduct  cither  when  undergoing  his  first  probation  in 
separate  confinement,  or  shortly  after  his  arrival  at  a  public 
works  prison.  1  he  diet  of  the  prisoners  is  sufficient  to  main- 
tain them  in  health,  strength,  and  capacity  for  the  hard  lal)our 
which  they  have  to  undergo,  and  not  more  ;  they  are  like- 
wise well  clothed.  With  respect  to  the  time  set  apart  for 
rest,  the  opportunity  for  religious  and  moral  improvement 
and  school  instruction,  no  change  has  been  made  to  the  rules 
in  force  for  several  years  past.  Every  opportunity  is  afforded 
to  each  individual  prisoner  to  submit  any  complaint  he  maj 
have  to  make  to  the  Director,  either  by  seeing  him  on  his 
periodical  monthly  visit,  or  else  by  letter. 

Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  goodHedth. 
throughout  the  year.  No  epidemic  has  existed.  Only 
three  deaths  have  occurred  out  of  a  population,  during  the 
year,  of  2,387,  and  one  of  these  was  caused  by  an  accident 
cm  theworks.  Accidents  have  necessarily  been  of  somewhat 
frequent  occurrence ;  this  is  not  surprising,  when  the  nature 
of  the  .labour  the  men  are  employed  on  is  taken  into 
account.  In  the  annexed  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
will  be  found  details  of  all  infirmary  cases. 

Religums  and  Moral  Condition^  and  School  Insti'zictzonj  Sfc. 

The  Chaplain  in   his   subjoined  Report   states  :  —  •*  On  Migww 
the  whole,  the  religious  aspect  of  the  prisoners  may  be  said  «^J^ 
to  be  brighter  than  at  the  close  of  last  year.**    He  also  says  «tructicnC 
"the  congregation  continues  as  described  in  former  Reports. 
As  far  as  is  known,  it  is  the  largest  assembly  of  prisoners 
for  worship  in  the  world ;  yet  a  more  orderly  or  attentive 
body  of  hearers  need  not  be  desired.** 

The  state  of  education  and  progress  of  the  prisoners  in 
school  instruction  are  minutely  shown  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Report  of  the  Chaplain.     He  also  speaks  in  high  term» 
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of  the  zeal  and  efficiency  manifested  by  all  in  his  depart- 
ment in  their  great  and  arduous  work. 

We  desire  also  to  mention,  that  on  the  9th  of  November 
last  113  convicts  were  confirmed  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Salisbury. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  Prisoners. 

Namberuid         Remaining  in  confinement  on  Ist  January  I8569  1,506 
^JSSi'  Received  during  the  year        -  -  -     881 

Removed  to  Millbank  Prison  -  -  -  13 

„        „     Pentonville     „    -  -  -  5 

„         „     Dartmoor       „     -  -  -  21 

„         „      Portsmouth   „     -  -  -  2 

„         „     Chatham*      „     -  -  -  2 

„     "  Stiriing  Castle"  Hulk  -  -  4 

„         „     "Defence"  Hulk  -  -  1 

Lunatic  Asylum,  St  George's  in  the  Fields    -  3 

Embarked  for  Australia          -  -  -  119 

„     Gibraltar          -  -  -  180 

Discharged, — free  pardons      -  -  -  16 

„               conditional  pardons  -  -  2 

Xiiberated  by  orders  of  licence  -  -  506 

Ditto      on  medical  grounds  -  -  1 

Sentence  expired        -            -  -  -  2 

Deaths           .            -            ...  3 

880 
Remaining  in  confinement  on  3 Ist  December 
1866  ....  1,507 

2,38T 

Nature  of  Employment  and  Value  of  Labour. 

Hfttureof        There  has  been  no  alteration  this  year  in  the  description 
^i2£^  of  labour  at  which  the  prisoners  have  been  employed,  which 
is  as  follows : — 

1.  The  quarrying  and  loading  stone  for  the  breakwater, 
repairing  the  carriages,  constructing  the  railways  in  the 
quarries,  making  machinery,  &c.,  &c.,  the  details  of  which 
appear  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Governor's  Report. 

2.  The  labour  on  which  the  convicts  have  been  employed, 
under  the  War  department,  has  been  that  of  excavating  and 
quarrying  a  large  ditch,  forming  the  ramparts  and  parapets, 
levellmg  old  quarry  banks,  making  roads,  building  maga- 
zines, making  fittings  for  offices,  &c. 

3.  Work  in  connection  with  prison  buildings,  and  the 
ordinary  labour  of  the  prison. 
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The  two  former  descriptions  of  labour  are  carried  on  re- 
spectively under  the  Admiralty  and  War  departments,  and 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  work  performed  are  detailed 
at  length  in  the  Govemor^s  Report  and  annexed  Appendix 
The  total  value  of  the  prisoners*  labour  during  the  year  has 
been  calculated  (according  to  fair  measurement,  whenever 
practicable)  at  40,483/.  18*.  \0\d.^  which  amount  is  distri- 
buted as  follows,  under  the  three  above  heads. 

By  an  average  number  of  935  convicts,  working  for  the 
T)reakwater,  there  has  been  executed  work  to  the  value  of 
31,836/.  16j?.  1I4</.,  being  at  the  rate  of  34/.  1*.  per  man. 

The  average  number  of  convicts  employed  for  the  War 
department  at  the  Vem  Hill,  &c.,  has  been  100,  the  value 
of  their  labour,  3,145/.  II*.  9^^.,  and  the  rate  per  man 
31/.  9*.  Id. 

In  the  prison,  a  total  average  number  of  230  men  were 
daily  employed.  Of  these  132,  as  artificers  or  ordinary 
labourers,  executed  work  to  the  value  of  3,383/.  13*.  Ojrf., 
.  being  at  the  rate  of  25/.  12*.  8rf.  per  man ;  while  the  re- 
maining 98  prisoners,  working  indoors  as  tailors,  shoemakers, 
cooks,  bakers,  and  washers,  for  the  prison,  performed  labour 
to  the  value  of  2,117/.  17^.  l^rf.,  or  at  the  rate  of  21/.  12*.  2c/. 
^r  man. 

Omitting  this  last^lass  of  workmen,  the  out-of-door  work 
of  artificers  and  labourers  employed  for  the  breakwater, 
fortifications,  and  prison  work,  1,1d7  in  number,  reaches  the 
value  of  38,366/.  1*.  8|rf.  or  at  the  rate  of  32/.  17*.  6(/.  per 
man. 

The  averaTC  daily  number  of  prisoners  whose  labour  has 
not  been  available,  that  is,  men  attending  school,  sick,  under 
confinement  as  a  punishment,  &c.,  has  been  199.  If  the 
number  of  non-eHective  men  be  taken  into  the  calculation, 
and  the  total  valUe  of  the  labour  performed  by  all  hands 
throughout  the  year,  namely,  40,483/.  18*.  10|rf.,  be  divided 
by  the  total  average  number  of  prisoners,  namely,  1,464,  the 
rate  per  man,  at  the  total  value  of  the  labour,  will  he 
27/.  13*.  per  man. 

The  cost,  per  prisoner,  for  the  past  year,  including  every 
item,  with  the  exception  of  the  expense  for  repairs  of  build- 
ings, has  been  35/.  12*.  Td.^  and,  therefore,  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  details  above  stated,  as  also  by  reference  to  the 
Appendix,  that  the  value  of  the  labour  performed  by  the 
convicts  for  the  Admiralty  nearly  covers  the  cost  of 
maintenance  ; — that  the  labour  performed  for  the  War  De- 
partment almost  amounts  to  the  exjpense  incurred,  and  that 
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those  who  have  been  employed  on  work  for  the  prison  have 
earned  25/.  12*.  8rf.  as  a  set  off  to  their  cost  to  the  establish- 
ment. Calculating  on  the  total  population,  including  the 
entire  dead  weight,  namely,  sick  and  those  in  school,  the 
value  of  the  labour  averaged  on  the  whole  body  amounts 
to  27 L  13*.,  or  within  7/.  19**  7d.  of  the  actual  expense 
incurred  as  the  total  cost  of  each  prisoner. 

Expenses. 
EipfinsM.  The  total  expenditure  of  the  prison  during  the  year 
exclusive  of  buildings,  as  given  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Governor's  Report,  has  been  53,608/.  6*.  11  rf..  This  includes 
a  sum  of  3,974/.  18*.  Od.  paid  to  convicts  discharged,  as 
gratuities  on  their  discharge  on  license,  and  is  reduced  by 
receipts  for  officers*  house  rent,  produce  of  garden,  and  value 
of  productive  labour,  to  52,l6l/.  15*.  9^. 

Oeneral  Condtict  and  Industry  of  the  Prisoners. 

^^^^'     Although  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  as  a  body  has  been 

th2^  °'  good,  still  the  general  tone  and  conduct  of  very  many  of 

*'^****™-       them  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  could  be  wished ;  there 

is  not  the  same  cheerful  and  willing  obedience  to  the  rules 

as  formerly,  and  although  the  amount  of  work  performed 

exceeds  that  of  last  year,  still  the  number  of  prison  offences 

and  punishments  have  been  large,  as  raown  in  the  Appendix 

to  the  Governor's  Report ;  and  eight  offences  of  a  serious 

character,  namely,  assaults  on  prison  officers,  have  been 

committed. 

Towards  the  month  of  August  in  the  past  year,  there  was 
some  insubordination  and  excitement  amongst  penal  service 

Erisoners,  together  with  a  disposition  to  refuse  labour,  but 
ere,  as  at  Portsmouth,  it  was  discovered  in  time,  and  no 
outbreak  took  place.  All  such  feelings  have  subsided,  and 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  hopes  which  many  penal  servitude 
men  undoubtedly  indulged  in,  of  being  liberated  before  the 
expiration  of  their  sentences,  have  disappeared ;  and,  cer- 
tainly, their  industry  is  equal  to  that  of  the  prisoners  sen- 
tenced to  transportation.  This  result  may  be  traced  to  the 
different  stages  of  discipline  at  which  they  arrive  by  perse- 
verance in  industry,  with  good  conduct 

Offences  and  Punishments. 
offg^j^and     The  total  number  of  offences  has  been  1,041,  committed 
^^^       by  533  offenders,  giving  a  daily  average  of  reports,  284, 
'  equal  to  019  per  cent.,  or  one  report  to  every  501  priscmers. 
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In  the  years  1853,  1854,  and  1855,  the  following  were 
the  proportions : — 

Diiilj  ATenge. 

1853.  Offences,  506;  offenders,  436      -     1  for  751  prisoners. 

1854.  „         633 ;         „         521      -     I  for  852         „ 

1855.  „         702;         „         417      -     1  for  741         „ 

which  confirms  our  statement  as  to  the  altered  demeanour 
of  the  prisoners,  and  that  they  are  not  so  easily  controlled  as 
before. 

General  Observations. 

As  already  observed  under  the  head  of  "  Conduct  of  ^ujroiob. 
0£Scers/'  some  anxiety  was  manifested  in  the  minds  of  all  ^ 
who  were  concerned  in  the  management  of  the  large  body 
of  penal  servitude  convicts  now  emploved  on  public  works. 
The  Directors  were  aware  that  a  good  aeal  of  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  existed  in  the  minds  of  these  men,  in  conse- 
quence, as  they  represented,  of  their  not  having  to  look 
forward  to  the  same  encouragement  for  good  conduct  as  the 
men  who  were  then  their  fellow-prisoners,  but  suffering  the 
sentence  of  transportation  under  tne  old  Act.  These  feelings 
were  kept  alive  by  the  periodical  monthly  discharge  on 
licence  of  the  latter  class.  They  likewise  stated  that  they 
had  positive  hopes  held  out  to  them  by  the  judicial  autho- 
rities who  passed  thiir  respective  sentences  that  their  fate 
was  in  their  own  hands,  as  a  uniform  course  of  good  conduct 
and  willing  obedience  to  the  rules  and  authorities  of  the 
different  prisons  would  ensure  their  liberation  after  they  had 
undergone  about  half  the  period  of  their  sentences.  About 
the  month  of  August  we  received  information  from  the 
Governor  of  Portland  Prison  that  he  was  fearful  this  dis- 
satisfaction would  manifest  itself  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
month,  but  that  all  necessary  precautions  had  been  taken  in 
the  event  of  the  prisoners  refusing  to  labour.  Nothing, 
however,  did  take  place,  and  all  the  hopes  above  alluded  to, 
namely,  mitigation  of  punishment,  or  liberation  on  orders  of 
licence,  have  quite  subsided.  Very  much  credit  is  due  to  the 
firm  and  temperate  manner  in  which  this  difficulty  was  met 
by  the  superior,  and  other  officers  of  the  Prison,  and  to  the 
judicious  exercise  of  their  moral  influence,  by  which,  in  a 
measure,  the  evil  was  checked  and  overcome. 

A  much  better  state  of  feeling  now  exists,  as  many  of  the 
prisoners  wh:)  had  received  the  earliest  sentences  of  penal 
servitude  are  now  in  the  third  or  fourth  stages  of  their 
imprisonment,  and  are  experiencing  the  advantages  of  the 
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authorized  rewards  for  good  conduct,  substituted  for  the 
previous  system  of  remitting-  a  portion  of  the  imprisonment. 
During  the  year,  506  men  have  been  discharged  on  licence, 
making  1,573  since  the  commencement  of  the  operation  of 
the  Act.  The  total  number  of  revocations  of  licence  from 
men  discharged  on  licence  from  this  Prison  since  the  same 
period  of  time  has  been  97,  of  whom  57  have  been  received 
back  within  the  year  to  which  this  Report  refers  ;  and  we 
believe  that  about  an  equal  number  have  been  brought  under 
fresh  convictions  without  forfeiture  of  licence;  and  we 
further  think  that,  if  the  difficulty  of  finding  employment 
for  licensed  convicts  could  be  overcome,  the  proportion  would 
be  found  to  be  very  small  of  those  who  would  deliberately 
relapse  into  crime. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 
J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  R.E„ 

Chairman. 
J.  M.  Gambier, 

Director  of  Convict  Prisons. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I^triland  PHmm  {Appendix).  139 


APPENDIX. 


I. 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,  Portland  Prison^  January  1857.      ^eJS^* 

I    HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  past 
year,  1856. 

I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  th^SScSk**^ 
officers  as  a  body,  and  when  circumstances  have  occurred  requiring 
unusual  activity  and  zeal  for  the  service,  I  have  always  been  sup- 
ported by  them  in  a  most  praiseworthy  manner.  Since  my  last  report, 
a  body  of  officers  (43  in  number),  have  been  organized  as  a  civil 
guard,  to  act  as  sentries,  instead  of  the  military  guard,  who  used  to 
take  this  duty.  These  men,  as  a  bodv,  also  deserve  much  credit  for 
the  steady  and  efficient  manner  in  whidi  they  perform  their  duty. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  Prisoners  : —  SSSS*?* 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  the  prison  oA  the  Ist  of  priwnew. 

January  1856,  was    ------     l,50o 

Since  received  inlo  the  prison        -        -        •        -       881 

Total       -        .        -    2,387 
Deduct  the  number  of  prisoners  embarked  for  public  "i 
works,  with  tickets-of  leave,  removed  to  other  I 


8S0 

luiu   uisuuiiTj^cu    yvim   irco   pitruuus   ana  | 

licences 


prisons,  and  discharged  with  free  pardons  and  f 


Remaining  in  the  prison  3 Ist  December  1856  -        -     1,507 


For  the  detailed  account  of  prisoners  received  and  removed,  see 
Appendix  (A.) 

Jbiscipline,  ^e. — The  rules  under  this  head  have  been  thoroughly 
carried  out.  The  prisoners  have  been  employed  in  a  probationary 
state  upon  the  public  works,  preparatory  to  their  being  embarked 
for  other  public  works  or  ticket-of-leave  abroad,  or  dischai^ed  with 
licences  in  this  country. 

The  prisoners  have  been  treated  with  consideration  and  humanity, 
and  the  rules  under  this  head  have  been  carefully  carried  out;  at  the 
same  time,  obedience  to,  the  prison  rules  has  been  insisted  upon,  and 
strict  discipline  has  been  enforced  throughout  the  prison. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140  JPortJand  Prii^n  (Appendix). 

G^emcir'M      The  kbour  of  the  prisoners  bos  been  applied,  as  usual,  under  three 
I^'    heads,  viz.,  Breakwater  Work,  Ordnance  Work,  and  Prison  Labour. 
SS?iSw      Breakwater  ^  or  A.— The  works  performed  under  this  head  have 
prSonere  ^®  been  quarrying  large  blocks  of  ashlar  and  rubble  stones,  stripping 
hftvebeen    and  cxcavating;  dressing  and  scabbling     shlar;    laying  railways; 
crop  oycd.    jjjjj^j^g  Derrick  cranes  and  waggons,  and  casting  iron  machinery  and 
other  articles  required  for  the  works ;  making  wheelbarrows,  pat- 
terns; fitting,  turning,  and  boring;  repairing  iron  waggons,   and 
making  and  repairing  other  quarry  tools  and  implements;  sawing 
timber,  and  the  other  artificers'  work  required. 

Ordnance  Work, — The  labour  on  which  the  convicts  have  been 
employed,  under  the  War  Department,  has  been  that  of  excavating 
and  quarrying  a  large  ditch,  making  n.mparting  and  breastworks, 
levelling  old  quarry  banks,  filling  in  a  ditch,  making  roads,  build 
ing  magazines,  making  fittings  for  offices,  making  and  repairing 
quarry  tools,  and  other  implements. 

Prison  Labour. — Quarrying  ashlar  and  rubble  stones  for  building 
six  new  dark  cells,  ad^tions  to  Chaplain's  and  Assistant  Chapliun  8 
houses,  officers'  quarters,  addition  to  infirmary  and  other  walls  con- 
nected with  the  establbhment ;  sawing  stone ;  the  necessary  repsurs 
of  the  prison  and  the  cottages  ;  making  prison  utensils,  gas  fittings, 
water  connexions,  &c ;  and  the  general  work  done  by  the  following 
trades,  viz.,  whitesmiths,  blacksmiths,  tinsmiths,  sawyers,  coopers, 
carpenters,  fitters,  painters,  glaziers,  stonemasons,  hammock-maxers, 
bookbinders,  tiulors,  shoemakers,  and  gardeners ;  washing  the  bed- 
ding and  linen  of  the  establishment,  and  the  baking  and  cooking  for 
the  prison. 

For  the  particulars  of  the  above-named  works  I  beg  to  refer  you 
to  the  Appendix,  as  follows: — 

(B.)  General  statement  of  the  value  and  description  of  labour,  and 
the  time  employed  therein. 

(C.)  Statement  of  labour  specially  for  the  breakwater. 

fD.)  Ditto  of  Ordnance  Department. 

(E.)  Abstract  of  (B.),  (C),  and  (D.) 

(F.)  Daily  distribution  of  time. 

(G.)  Form  of  weekly  return  of  nature  of  employment 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  above-named  returns  that  the 
average  number  of  convicts  in  confinement  has  been  1,460,  and  they 
have  oeen  employed  as  follows : — 

On  the  breakwater  works  daily    •  •  •  .    934 

Oa  the  Ordnance  works       >,        -  -  -  -      98 

On  the  prison  works  w        -  -  -  -    229 

Total  employed  on  works  daily        -  1,261 

Average  number  non-etfective,  as  men  at  school,  sick,  and 

under  punishment     .....     199 

Average  daily  number  ihrooghout  tbe  year    1,460 
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The  detailed  statement  of  the  yaloe  of  the  labour  of  the  conyicts, 
as  executed  upon  the  different  works,  b  given  in  the  Appendix,  from 
which  the  following  is  an  abstract : — 

£      i.    d. 
For  the  breakwater.  -        -        ^    31,836  16 
For  the  Ordnanee      •        •        •      3,146 
For  the  prison  •        •        .        •      6,501 


«.    a* 
16  lU 
11     9| 
10    l| 


j^40,483  18  10^ 

Showing  an  increase  of  yaloe  of  labour  over  last  jear,  JtSSZ  lis,  4j(/. 

I  r^et  to  saj  that  there  have  been  many  accidents  of  a  serious 
nature,  one  of  which  proved  fatal ;  but  I  have  reason  to  suppose  that 
every  care  has  been  taken  by  the  officers  to  keep  the  convicts  out 
of  danger,  and  that  proper  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  machinery. 

The  general  state  of  the  buildings,  fences,  &c.,  is  good,  with  the  state  of 
exception  of  the  quarry  boundary-wall,  which  requires  repair,  being  ^****'*^ 
cracked  in  several  places,  and  which  will  be  put  in  good  order  at  an 
early  opportunity. 

The  repairs  have  been,  as  usual,  considerable,  but  of  an  ordinary  Repain. 
nature. 

Four  prisoners  have  tried  to  effect  their  escape,  but  none  have  Bscapea. 
succeeded. 

Out  of  2,387  prisoners,  1,854  hav^  never  been  reported;  butjgj*^^ 
although  the  average  number  daily  of  prisoners  under  confinement  •onen. 
has  been  23  less  than  last  year,  still  the  reports  have  been  more  for 
misconduct  by  340  than  last  year.  The  total  number  of  offences 
have  been  1,041,  committed  by  533  offenders,  giving  a  daily  average 
of  reports  2*84,  equal  to  0*19  per  cent.,  or  one  report  to  every  601 
prisoners. 

For  particulars  of  offences  and  punishments  I  beg  to  refer  you  to 
Statement  (I.)  in  the  Appendix.  The  number  of  corporal  punishments 
have  been  8,  for  assaults  on  prison  officers.  The  general  tone  and 
conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  I  could  wish; 
there  is  not  the  cheerful  and  willing  obedience  to  the  prison  rules 
as  formerly ;  and  although  the  amount  of  work  performed  exceeds 
that  of  Last  vear,  still  there  is  too  much  of  the  civil  and  lazy  style, 
or  merely  domg  the  work  so  as  to  keep  clear  of  reports,  and  not  with 
willing  industry.  The  question,  to  the  Governor,  of  what  is  my  cha- 
racter for  work,  has  been  much  less  oftener  asked,  which  shows  that 
the  men  do  not  take  the  same  interest  in  standing  well  for  industry. 

Judging  from  the  general  tone  and  bearing  of  the  prisoners,  I  do  JJ^Sti^j^ 
not  think  the  moral  state  of  the  prisoners  so  satisfactory  as  formerly,  of  thepri* 

During  the  year,  67  prisoners  have  been  received  into  the  prison  "^"^^ 
with  licences  revoked. 

The  usual  record  of  the  industry  of  the  prisoners  has  been  kept,  industiyof 
and  IS  generally  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Directors  and  Chairman  W.  Clay,  Governor, 

of  Convict  Prisons. 
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^    -^  •    Number  and  Disposal  of  Pbisovexs. 

Tb%  number    f  pruonen  in  the  prison  on  Itt  Janotrj  1856,  itm       1,50S 
Sinee  rtodTed  into  the  priion         «-  •  •  -  -     SSl 


Total  -  .  -  2,387 

Dednet  the  nnmber  of  priBonen  embarked  for  pablic  works,  irith 
tiekets-of-leaTe,  removed  to  other  prisons,  and  discharged  with 
tne  pardons,  licences,  &c  &o.     .....     880 


Bmnainiiig  in  the  prison,  aist  December  1856         ...  i,507 
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Governor  "fe 

Boport. 


(B.) — Statemeitt  of  the  Value  of  the  PiusomERs'  Laboitb,  the  Average 
Number  of  Working  Hours  in  each  Quarter,  and  the  Aggregate  Number 
of  Days'  Work  done  throughout  the  Year  1856. 


Defcripcion 

Periods. 

s 

'3 

25  J, 

1^ 

'A 

< 

Total  Na 

of 
Hours  and 

Days 
employed. 

Value  of  Labour. 

of 

►» 

Amc 

Work, 

From 

To 

^unt 

Adkiraltt: 

Quarrying,  load-^ 
ing,     forming 
roid«,     exca-   • 
▼ating,       and 
general  work 

1856. 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 

30  Jnne 

29  Sept. 

1  Jan. 

31  Mar. 

30  Jane 

29  Sept 

1  Jan. 

31  Mar. 

30  JuDC 

29  Sept 

1  Jan. 

31  Mar. 

30  Jaue 

29  Sept 

1  Jan. 

31  Mar. 

30  Jane 
29  Sept 

1856. 

29  Mar. 

28  June 

27  Sept 
81  Dec. 

29  Mar. 

28  Jane 

27  Sept 
31  Dec 

29  Mar. 

28  Jane 

27  Sept 
31  Dec 

29  Mar. 

28  June 

27  Sept 
31  Dec. 

29  Mar. 

28  June 
27  Sept. 
31  Dec. 

76 

78 
78 
80 

76 
78 
78 
80 

76 

78 
78 
80 

76 

78 
78 
80 

76 
78 
78 
80 

789i 
718 
780 
779i 

59 
60 
59 
61i 

18i 
I7i 
17 
16 

58 
59 
28i 
38 

35 
42 
33 
81 

H.  X. 

6  59 
8  25 
8  26 

7  18 

7  47)1 

8  21 

9  5 
9     5 

7  55 

8  36i 

8  21 

9  5 
9     5 

7  55 

8  36i 

6  59 
8  25 
8  26 

7  18 

7  47) 

6  59 

8  25 
8  26 

7  18 

7  47) 

H.         x. 

419,013  58 
471,367     0 
513,084     0 
455,228     0 

2  1 

2  94 
2  7 
2  8^ 
2  4 

£ 

24,875 

2,605 
694 
1,921 

1,288 

r.    d. 

»858,692  58 

238,804     2 

8  lOi 

Biacksmithi,FitO 
tors,  Moolders, 
Tamers,  Pat- 
tern   Makera, 
&c..    -    -    - 

37,441  24 
42,510     0 
41,801  30 
38,950     0 

)160,702  54 
18,668     2 

15    5} 

Carpenters    and 
Sawyers   -    - 

11,740     6 
12,398  45 
12,044  30 
10,133  20 

)  46,316  41 

5,380     4 

19    6i 

Stonecutters  and 
Working  Tra- 
TtUers,  &c.    - 

30,782  32 
38,733  30 
18,747  18 
22,192     0 

110,455  20 

Platelayers 
(Railway)      -' 

14,191     2 
85,960    4 

U7| 

11,044     1 

9    7* 

Carried  ft 

»nrard 

. 

- 

- 

- 

31,386 

8   W 
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Description 

of 

Work. 


Riggers  of 
cranes,  &c. 


Obdvak cs : 

Excavating, 
quarrying,  and 
general  irork 


Forming 
pan     - 


Bladumiths 


Carpenters    and  j 
Sawyers    -    -  I 


Masons 


Periods. 


1836. 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


I  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


I  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


Carried  fonrarjl 


1856. 

29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec 


28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  St'pt 
31  Dec 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 


a 

^ 

^ 

»^ 

H 

11 

6  ^ 

2i 

< 

76 

^  i 

78 

10 

78 

10 

80 

10 

76 

56 

78 

84 

78 

82i 

80 

97 

48 

16i 

60 

7 

60 

12 

58 

H 

78 

2 

78 

2 

80 

3 

76 

3* 

78 

4 

78 

5* 

80 

6* 

59 

2 

24 

2 

78 

7 

80 

8 

IS* 
Jzi.S 


Total  No. 

of 
Hours  and 

Days 
employed. 


Brought  forward 


Govtrnor'a 
Ec|K»rt. 

Value  of  Labour.  *"" 


P5 


Amount 


H.  M. 

8  21 

9  5 
9  5 
7  55 

B.   V. 
5,711  24 
7,085  0 
7,085  0 
6,333  20 

8  36i)  26,214  44 

3,045  2 

6  59 
8  25 
8  26 

7  18 

29,721  4 
55,146  0 
54,268  30 
56,648  0 

7  47) 

195,783  34 

25,154  2 

8  33 
8  25 
7  22 

6,771  36 
3,525  0 
5,304  0 

8  6| 

)  15,600  36 

1,923  4 

7  2 

8  25 
8  26 
7  18 

611  54 
1,313  0 
1,315  36 
1,752  0 

7  473 

)  4,992  30 

640  4 

6  59 
8  25 
8  26 

7  18 

1,857  34 
2,626  0 
3,617  54 
3,212  0 

7  47 

)  1,313  28 

1,453  5 

6  46 
8  59 
8  26 

7  18 

798  28 

431  12 

4,604  36 

4,672  0 

7  52i 

)  10,506  16 

1,335  0 

8,  d* 


2  Hi 


2  0 


2  2 


2  4i 


2  4^ 


£        s.    d, 
31,386     8    li 


4:0     8     9| 


2,515     8    6 


208     7    6 


76  14    6 


172  12    4j 


172     8    9 
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a 

es^ 

1 

§5 

Value  of  labour. 

Description 

Periods. 

II 

H 
If 

Total  No. 

of 
Hours  and 

Days 
employed. 

of 

1 

Work. 

Amount 

From 

.To 

d^ 

U^^ 

3 

A 

< 

< 

p 

£       s,    d. 

Brought  forward 

34,982   8    6i 

Pbuoh: 

1856. 

1856. 

B.   M. 

H.        M. 

«.  dL 

' 

IJan. 

29  Mar. 

76 

Hi 

8  21 

7,297  54 

Carpenters    and 

31  Mar. 

28  June 

78 

12 

9     5 

8,502     0 

Sawyen   -    - 

30  June 

27  Sept. 

78 

14 

9     5 

9,919     0 

• 

29  Sept 
I  Jan. 

31  Dec. 
29  Mar. 

80 
76 

16i 
3 

7  55 

8  364 

8  21 

10,450     0 

2  7 

)  36,168  54 

4,201     6 

542  14    4k 

^ 

1,903  48 

P*{niAni     m          m          m. 

31  Mar. 

28  June 

78 

5 

9     5 

3,542  30 

jraiiiicro  •     •     •* 

30  June 

27  Sept 

78 

6 

9     5 

4,251     0 

' 

29  Sept 
1  Jan. 

31  Dec. 
29  Mar. 

80 
76 

4 

7  55 

8  364 

8  21 

2,533  20 

2  3j 

)  12,230  38 

1,420     7 

164    5     7i 

f. 

7,297  54 

Blaokimiths-    - 

31  Mar. 
30  June 

28  June 
27  Sept 

78 
78 

8 
9 

9     5 
9     5 

5,668     0 
6,376  30 

29  Sept 

81  Dec 

80 

9 

7  55 

8  36i 

5,700     0 

)  25,042  24 

1  Jan. 

29  Mar. 

76 

6i 

6  59 

2,909     0 

2  7 

375  14  11 

^ 

3,449  46 

Crftrdenfin     «     « • 

31  Mar. 

28  June 

78 

H 

8  25 

3,610  45 

vrnt^jicuwkv             " 

30  June 

27  Sept 

78 

H 

8  26 

3,617  54 

• 

29  Sept 

31  Dec 

80 

5i 

7  18 
7  47 

3,212     0 

13^ 

)  13,890  25 

1,784     6 

113    8    1} 

Stonecutters  and*^ 

Masons,  dress- 

ing  stone  and 

flags  for  war 

der*s  hall,  dark 

cells.  Infirmary 

new        wing, 

chaplain's  and 

assistant  chap 

Iain's  quarters. 

baths  and  re- 

ception room. 

and     officers* 

Carried  fc 

»rwaid             -           » 

-      •      s 

36,178  11  »i 
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GoTemor* 
Report. 


quarten,  Pri- 
■on  bamokfl; 
building  dark 
«ell8,  arches  to 
tank  infirmary, 
iralt  nearneir 
cottages,  gar- 
den wall,  and 
additions  to 
officers'  quar- 
ters, Fyison 
Inmraeks;  cut- 
ting awaj  rock 
in  front  of  In- 
firmary neir 
wing,  and  par- 
ing steward's 
store,  &C. 

Quarrying  stone,' 
preparing  mor- 
tar, altering 
and  repairing 
roads,  backing 
tank  at  new 
•cottages,  exca- 
Tating,  foun- 
•dations  and 
wheeling  stone 
for  dark  cells, 
baths,  and  re- 
-ception  room  ; 
attending  ma- 
«ons,dark  cells, 
officers'  quar- 
ters, Prison 
barracks,  and 
Infirmary 
tank,  repairing 
walls,  and 
clearing  rub- 
bish from  can- 
teen field  and 
Infirmary,  &c.J 

General  Prison 
labour,  includ- 
ing men  at 
light  work, 
sawing  stone, 
cleaning  Pri- 
son, &c.    -     '^ 


1856. 


1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 

30  June 
29  Sept 


1856. 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  8ept 
31  Dec. 


1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept. 


1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


Carried  forward 


124 
154 
11 
H 


jDrougnc  lorwara 

H.  X.      H.    M.      8,   d. 


6  59 
8  25 
8  26 

7  18 


6,634  10 

10,175  45 

7,235  48 

5,548  0 


7  47  )  29,593  43 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 


26 
15i 
21 
21 


68 

68^ 

65 


6  59 
8  25 
8  26 

7  18 


6  59 
8  25 
8  26 

7  18 


3,802  1  2  6i 


13,799  4 
10,175  45 
13,813  48 
12«S64  0 


7  47  )  50,062  37 


6^30  7 


30,517  10 
44,642  0 
45,059  18 
37,960  0 


7  47  )158,178  28 


20,322  7 


96,178  11  9^ 


479  4  6i 


2  Oj 


104 


649  19  9i 


1,058  9  8 


•  38,366  1  8| 
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Governor's  " 
Aeport. 


Shoemakers  - 


Bakers 


-I 
-I 

-I 


Cook8» 
perireek 


7    days] 
«k  -    -1 


School 


1856. 

1856. 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  Jnne 
29  Sept 

29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  S   . 
81  Dec 

76 

78 
78 
80 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 

29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 

76 
78 
78 
80 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 

29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec 

76 
78 
78 
80 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
80  June 
29  Sept 

29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept. 
31  Dec. 

76 

78 
78 
80 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  Jnne 
29  Sept 

30  Ma 
29  June 
28  Sept. 

31  Dec. 

90 
91 
91 
94 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 

29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec 

76 
78 
78 
80 

Carried  £:>rward 


Total  Na 

of 
Hours  and 

Days 
employed. 

Value  of  Labour. 

1 

i 

r 

1 
> 

6 
PS 

1 

Amount 

25i 
244 
24 
264 

Brou 

,H.  M. 

8  21 

9  5 
9  5 

7  55 

8  36^ 

8  21 

9  5 
9  5 

7  55 

8  36^ 

8  21 

9  5 

9  5 

7  55 

8  36^ 

10  0 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 

10 

10  0 
10  0 
19  0 
10  0 

10 

8  21 

9  5 
9  5 
7  55 

ght  forward 

H.   M. 

16,182  18 
17,358  15 
17,004  0 
16,788  20 

1  34 
1  H 

1  34 
I  6 
1  6 

38,366  I  8} 

)  67,327  53 

7,821  2 

505  2  5 

25 
234 
24 
25 

15,865  0 
16,649  45 
17.004  0 
15,833  20 

)  65,352  5 

7,591  7 

490  6  1 

22 
22i 
22 
22 

13,961  12 
15,941  15 
15,587  0 
13,933  20 

)  59,422  47 

6,903  0 

445  16  4i 

10 
10 
10 
10 

7,600  0 
7,800  0 
7,800  0 
8,000  0 

)  31,200  0 

16 
16 
16i 
16 

3,120  0 

14,400  0 
14,560  0 
15,015  0 
15,040  0 

)  69,015  0 

234  0  0 

5,901  5 

442  12  3 

125 
124 
126 
133 

79,325  0 
87,854  0 
89,271  0 
84,233  20 

8  36i 

)340,683  20 

39,576  0 

- 

40,483  18  10^ 
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DescripUon 

of 

Work. 


8iek  -    -    . 


PmushmcDt  • 


■I 


(Wet  daysX  orl 
timelottli^lwd  ' 
▼eather,     and 
medical  inspeo-  j 
tion  of  new  ar- 
riTala  -    - 


Periods. 


Prom 


1856. 

1  Jan. 
31  Mar. 
30  Jane 
29  Sept 


31  Jan. 

1  Mar. 
30  June 
29  Sept 


1  Jan. 
Z\  Mar. 
no  Jane 
29  Sept 


To 


1856. 

29  Mar. 
28  Jane 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 


29  Mar. 
28  Jane 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 


29  Mar. 
28  June 
27  Sept 
31  Dec. 


n 

< 


56 
55 
51^ 
57i 


11 
13 
13J 
12 


133 

75 
69 


Total  No. 

of 
Hoars  and 

Days 
employed. 


Report 
Yalae  of  Labour..         


Brought  forward 


H.  X. 

8  21 

9  5 
9  5 

7  55 

K.   X. 
35,537  86 
38,967  30 
36,487  45 
36,416  40 

8  36} 

)147,409  31 

17,124  0 

8  21 

9  5 
9  5 
7  55 

6,980  36 
9,210  30 
9,564  45 
7,600  0 

8  36^ 

)  33,355  51 

3,874  8 

10  0 
10  0 
10  0 
10  0 

101,080^  0 
55,770  0 
58,500  0 
55,200  0 

10 

)270,550  0 

27,055  0 

£     «.    if. 

40,483  18  lOi 


X.    8.d. 


Total  amonnt  of  Prisoners'  Earn- 
ings for  the  year  ending  1856  - 


Amount 


40,488  18  10^ 
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^SSSrtT*  (^'^ — Statement  of  the  Value  of  Labour  performed  for  the  Work»  of 


the  Breakwater  by  the  Convicts  in  the  Year  1856. 


Nature  of  Work. 


Quantities  and  Deacription 
of  Work. 


226,204  tons  of  stone,  from  6 

tons  to  10  cwt 
221,162^  tons  of  rabble  stone 
4,2101  tons  of  foundation  flinty 
materials  -        -        -        - 
720  tons  of  foundation  flinty- 
materials,  remoTed  twice     - 
66  tons  ofbroken  flint,  induding 
breaking,  for  foundations,  re- 
moved twice       -        -        - 
800i    tons     of    hand-picked 
rubble    for    hearting    pier 
(coarse)     -        .        -        - 
628  i    tons    of     hand-picked 
rubble  for  hearting  pier  (fine 
and  clean)  ... 

518^  tons  of  rubble^  specially 
selected  and  posted  as  for 
block  and  coarse  work 
4014  tons  of  rubble,  speciallj 
selected  and  posted  as  for 
block  and  coarse  work,  re- 
moved twice      .        -        - 
1 78^  tons  of  slaty  materials     - 
157^  tons  of  fbundatiou  ma- 
terials, twice  screened 
487i  tons  of  ballast 
5,416  tons  of  large  flat-bedded 
stones,  ouarried,  loaded,  and 
unloaded    .... 
5,416  tons  of  large  flat-bedded 
stones,  rough,  picked  on  both 
bedsonlj  .        .        -        . 
4,858}  tons  of  large  flat  bedded 
stones,  loaded,  and  sent  to 
breakwater,  loading  onlj     • 
18,8''^li  tons  of   large  ashlar 
blocks  of  roach  and  whitbed 
quarried,    loaded,   and   un- 
loaded      .... 
449i  tons  of  ashlar  Uoeks  of 
whitbed,  quarried,  scabbled, 
and  loaded  for  shipping  to 
Deptford  and  other  plaeei  - 
1,478^  tons  of  rough  roach  ash- 
lar, quarried,  rough  spawled, 
and  loaded         .        .        . 
599^   tons    of    rough    roach 
adilar,  quarried,  from  Stew- 
ard's quarries,  and  loaded, 

«tc 

200  tons  of  rough  roach  ashlar 
(to   stone   field),   quarried, 
loaded,  and  unloaded  - 
052^  tons  of  rough  roach  ashlar, 

ftt>m  stock,  loaded  only 
896^  cube  feet  of  roach  ashlar, 
dressed  all  roond 

Carried  forward 


0  16 

0  0    6 

0  10 

0  1     4 

0  6     0 

0  0     9 

0  0  10 

0  1     4 


0  16 

0  2     6 

0  S     6 

0  0     6 


0  2  0 
0  2  4 
0     0    2 


Amount. 


£ 


«.   d 


16,965  6  0 

5,529  1  3 

210  10  9 

48  0  O 

19  16  O 

30  0  4i 

22  0  7i 

34  11  0 


30     1  lOi 
22     6     3 

27  11     3 
12     3     » 


541   12     0 
631  17     4 
40     9     9i 


0 

3 

6 

3,299  0 

S 

0 

6 

0 

134  17 

0 

0 

4 

0 

894  14 

0 

0 

3 

6 

104  17 

44 

0 

3 

6 

35  0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4  IS 

01 

0 

0 

6* 

84  6 

7i 

9 
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Nature  of  Work. 


Quarrying    and  loading 
stone ;    dreflBing   and 
acabbling  ashlar;   ex- 
cavating, &c ;  smiths*, 
moolders*,  fitters',  torn 
en',    pattern-makers', 
and  carpenters'  work 
in  making  qoarry  tools, 
machinerj,  shaipening  # 
and  repairs  of  all  imple-  / 
iiients,  iron  waggons,  ^ 
&C. ;     making    cross- 
ings ;     plate    laying; 
^Mining     and     main- 
taining roads;  repairs 
and  fixing  machinery  ; 
strippmg  qoarries,  &c. ; 
oootracfors'  prices  (la- 
boor  only). 


Quantities  and  Description 
of  Work. 


Brooght  forward 
22,  U5^    cube    feet   of  roach 

ashlar,    dressed,    beds     and 

joints  only  -        -        -     0    0    4 

5, 1 2 1^  cube  feet  of  roach  ashlar, 

mould  stones,  scabbled   all 

ronnd,  and  loaded       -        -     0    0    34 
2624  cube  feet  of  roach  asWar, 

scabbled  and  loaded    -        -     0    0    3 
8,430  cube  feet  of  roach  ashlar, 

dressed,  loading  only  -        -     0    0    0^ 
90^  cube  feet  of  whitbed  ashlar, 

dressed,  for  smiths'  shop      -     0    0    4 
1,4  07  J    super,    feet  of   roach 

ashlar,     reduced    and    re- 
dressed     -        -  -     0    0    4^ 
2,030  lineal  feet  of  Lewis  holes, 

drilled  in    lai^  blocks   of 

stone  -  -  -  -  0  0  9 
465  cube  yards  of  masonry  in 

boundary  wall,  complete  -  0  6  0 
1,440  lineal  feet  of  coping  to 

boundary  wall  -  -  -  0  0  8 
30,650^  cube  yards  of  excaya- 

tions,  over  best  bed,  west 

quarried,  and  cutting  road 

to  Steward's  quarries  -  -  0  0  6 
3,327  days'  work,  stonecutters 

at  work  that  could  not  be 

measured  -        -        -     0    8    6 

129  days'  work  building  wall 

on  vem  (side  of  ditch),  for 

Admiralty  -        .        -     0    2    8 

42   tons  of  iron  castings,  for 

machinery  and  goieral  use, 

made   by   prisoners   in  the 

foundry  (casting  only)         -    10    0    0 

3  cwt.  of  brass  castings,  for 
machinery  and  general  use, 
made  by  prisoners  in  the 
foondry  (casting  only)         -     0  16    0 

1  picqnet-honse,    complete,  as 

per  detailed  estimate  -  -  30  0  0 
1  office  and  fittings,  complete, 

as  per  detailed  estimate  -  27  10  6 
1  circular  watoh-box      -        -     9  10    0 

4  Derrick  cranes,  complete  -  8  0  0 
6  heel  platforms  for  cranes  -  0  6  0 
9  iron  blocks  for  cranes,  6  cwt 

2qrai26lb8.     .-        -        -     0    0    9 

6  timber  frames  for  iron  wag< 
gons 200 

7  earth  waggons  -  -  -  6  0  0 
6  stone  waggons  -  •  10  0  0 
9  rack  jacks  -  .  -  3  0  0 
15  tipping  boxes  for  quarry 

work         -        -        .        -     4    0    0 


Carried  forward 


Amoont 


369     1  10 

74  13  9i 

3     5  6f 

8  15  74 

1  10  2 

26     7     9| 


76 

2 

6 

139 

10 

0 

48 

0 

0 

766 

5 

3 

582 

4 

6 

17 

4 

0 

17  4 

420  0 

0 
0 

2 

0 

30  0 

0 

.27  10 

6 

9  10 

0 

.   32  0 

0 

1  16 

0 

29  6 

f 

12  0 

0 

42  0 

0 

60  0 

0 

27  0 

0 

60  0 

0 
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Statement  of  the  Value  of  Labour,  &c. — continued. 


NttoreofWork. 

Quantities  and  Description 
of  Work. 

Price. 

Amount. 

£ 

s. 

d 

£       «.     d. 

Brought  forward  - 

• 

. 

137  wheelbarrows,  with  wrought 

iron  wheels        -        -        - 

0 

7 

0 

47  19    0 

3  shelter  sheds,  iron  roofii 

5 

0 

0 

15    0    0 

I  sentinel  box        -        -        - 

0 

12 

0 

0  12    0 

2  closets        -        -        -        - 

1 

0 

0 

2     0    0 

3  tool  boxes  -        -        -        - 

0 

12 

0 

1  16     0 

1  coal  stage,  complete    - 

2 

10 

0 

2  10    0 

7  guy  triangles  for  cranes 

0 

2 

6 

0  17     6 

7  trestles  for  barrow  runs 

0 

5 

0 

1  15     0 

47  trestles  for  stone  fields 

0 

2 

6 

5  17     6 

27  moulds  for  stone  fields 

0 

2 

0 

2  14     0 

1  timber  bridge  for  Steward 

and  Co.'s  railway 

30 

0 

0 

30     0     0 

2  railway  cramps,  with  screws. 

complete   .        -        -        - 

1 

17 

0 

3  14     0 

1  new  gate,  west  quarries 

1 

5 

0 

1     5     0 

1  door  and  iVamc,  complete,  in 

boundary  wall    -        -        - 

I 

0 

0 

1     0    0 

1 

2  frames  for  grindstones 

0 

2 

0 

0     4    0 

4  wood  levers         -        -        - 

0 

2 

0 

0     8     0 

14  horse  boxes       ... 

0 

2 

0 

1     8     0 

8  ladders       .        .        .        . 

0 

7 

6 

3     0     0 

1 

80  oak  squares       -        .        . 

0 

2 

0 

8     0     0 

0 

1 

0 

1  10     0 

58  straight-edges   -        -        • 

0 

0 

4 

0  19     4 

16  wooden  blocks  for  riggers  - 

0 

2 

6 

2     0     0 

3  buckets  for  oil    - 

0 

2 

0 

0     6     0 

12  water  cans        -        .        - 

0 

2 

0 

1     4     0 

14  new  crossings  and  points, 

complete   .        -        -        - 

10 

0 

0 

140     0     0 

27  tons  1  cwt  I  qr.  2  lbs.  of 

new  iron  work,  viz.,  picks. 

\ 

hammers,  wheels,  levers,  &c. 
Total    - 

0 

0    2i 

631     9     7 

31,836  15     5i 
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(D.) — Statement  of  the  Value  of  Labour  performed  for  the  Works  of  ^^JJStf* 
^e  Fortifications  at  the  Vem  Hill  by  the  Convicts  in  the  Year  1856.  —  * 


Nature  of  Work, 

Quantities  and  Description 
of  Work. 

Price. 

Amount 

£ 

«. 

</. 

£    «.    d. 

1  16,155  cube  yards  of  excava- 

tions in  large  ditch      - 

0 

0 

9 

605  16    3 

1,309  cube  yards  of  excava- 

tions in  under  seat  of  em- 

bankment -        -        -        . 

0 

0 

4 

21  16    4 

189^  cube  yards  of  excavations 

of  foundations  in  drains,  &c. 

0 

0 

6 

4  14  104 

66  cube  yards  of  brickwork  in 

drains  at  barracks 

0 

4 

6 

14  17     0 

133  cube  feet  of  ashlar,  sunk 

work  in  ditto      -        -        - 

0 

2 

0 

13     6    0 

2,696  cube  yards  of  sod  work 

in  rampart 

0 

3 

6 

471  16    0 

12,255    days*    work    levelling 

quarry  banks,  filling  ditch, 

and  making  roads 

0 

2 

6 

1,531  17     6 

1,291  days*  work,   carpenters 

and  smiths,  at  repairs,  &c.   - 

0 

3 

0 

193  13     0 

No.  1.  Maoazink. 

55  cube  yards  of  excavations  in 

foundations         ... 

0 

0 

6 

1     7     6 

143  cube  yards  of  rubble  ma- 

sonry, complete  ... 

0 

7 

0 

50     1     0 

1,670  cube  feet  of  broken  ash- 

lar set  complete,  labour  only 

0 

0 

8 

55     1     0 

360  cube  feet  of  ashlar  in  slope 

0 

1 

6 

27     0     0 

126  cube  feet  of  ashlar  m  parapet 

0 

0 

10 

5     5     0 

7  cube  feet  of  ventilators,  sunk 

work         .... 

0 

1 

6 

0  10     6 

31 J  cube  feet  of  quoins,  sunk 

wcrk         -        .        -        - 

0 

1 

3 

1  19     A\ 

Hi  cube  feet  of  lintels   • 

0 

1 

0 

0  11     6 

icecube  feet  of  sills      « 

0 

1 

0 

0  10     6 

36  cube  feet  of  quoins     - 

0 

1 

0 

1  16     0 

2 1  i  Hneal  feet  of  coping 

0 

2 

6 

.     2  13     9 

103  cube  yards  of  brickwork  in 

arches,  set  in  cement  - 

0 

i 

6 

23     S    6 

288  cube  yards  of  clay,  ftc. 

pounded  behind  walls  - 

0 

0 

4 

4  16     0 

Excaradng  large  ditch, 
levelling  quarry  banks, 

10  days'  work,  fixing  venti- 
lators and  covermg  arches  - 

0 

2 

6 

15    0 

fiUmg  in  other  ditches. 

Na  2.  Maoazikb. 

bnildiDg      magazines. 

forming  rampart,  and 

153  cube  yards  of  excavations 

making  roads ;  smiths ' 

in  foundations    -        -        - 

0 

0 

6 

3  16     6 

and  carpenters  are  re- 

61 cube  yards  of  rubble  ma- 

pairing   and   making 
the    necessary  plant ; 
contractors'  prices  (la- 

sonry,  complete  -        -        - 
135  cube  feet  of  ashlar  set  com- 
plete, labour  only 

0 
0 

7 
0 

0 

8 

24    7    0 
4  10    0 

hour  only). 

171  cube  feet  of  masonry  in 

porch  of  office    -        -        - 

0 

0 

8 

5  14    0 

17  lineal  feet  of  coping  - 
Carried  forward  - 

0 

2 

6 

2    2    6 
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Statement  of  the  Value  of  Labour,  &c. — continued. 


NAtoreofWork. 

Quantities  and  Description 
of  Work. 

Price. 

Amount 

£   *. 

d. 

£      •,    d. 

Brought  forward   - 

- 

- 

3i  Hneal  feet  of  window  sill     - 

0     1 

0 

0    3     3 

44  cube  feet  in  step 

0     1 

0 

0    4     6 

48  super,  feet  of  flags  m  floor  - 

0     1 

0 

2     8     0 

48  super,  feet  of  lead  roof 

0     0 

4 

0  16     0 

1  timber  locker 

0  10 

0 

0  10     0 

2  doors 

0  10 

0 

1     0     0 

I  window      - 

0     7 

6 

0     7     6 

156  cube  yards  of  masonry  in 

waterdoset         -        -        - 

0     0 

6 

3  18     0 

Boarding  roof       .        .        - 

0     6 

0 

0     6     0 

Plastering     -        .        -        - 

0     4 

6 

0    4     6 

1  door,  and  fixed  complete 

0  10 

0 

0  10     0 

18  cube  yards  of  brickwork  in 

tank,  set  in  cement     - 

0     4 

6 

4     1     0 

28  cube  yards  of  concrete 

0     6 

6 

9     2     0 

30  cube  yards  of  clay  puddle 

taken  out  of  tank 

0     1 

0 

1  10    0 

StresUes       .        .        .         - 

0     4 

0 

1   12     0 

6  horse-boxes         .        -        - 

0     2 

0 

0  12     0 

2  wheelbarrows      -        -        - 

0  10 

0 

10     0 

1  new  stone  truck 

3     0 

0 

3     0     0 

1  tool-box      -        -        .        - 

1     0 

0 

10     0 

ScloseU        .        -        -        - 

1  10 

0 

3     0     0 

9  desks  for  office    -        -        - 

- 

- 

24  16     0 

1  oak  table   -        -        -        - 

0  15 

0 

0  15     0 

2  chairs         -        -        -        - 

0  17 

6 

1   15     0 

4  drawingboards   - 

0     2 

6 

0  10     0 

1  bookcase    -        -        -        - 

3     0 

0 

3     0     0 

1  book-stand          -        .        - 

0     3 

6 

0     3     6 

2  envelope  cases    -        -        - 

0     2 

6 

0     5     0 

S  letter  boxes        -        -       . 

0     3 

6 

0  10     0 

8  oak  boxes  polished      - 

0     1 

6 

0     4     6 

Smapfeimes         -        .        - 

0     2 

0 

0  10     0 

1  surveying  staff   -        -        - 

0  15 

0 

0  15     0 

4  wash  hand  standi 

1     5 

0 

5     0     0 

I 

2  towel  standi        -        .        - 
Total  - 

0     2 

0 

0     4     0 

£3,145  13     2 
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Govornor's 
Report. 


Portland  Prison  (^Appendix). 
(F.) — ^Dailt  Distribution  of  Time. 


OocapatioiL 


Friaonen  rise,  irash  them- 
selves, and  clean  cells  and 
wards. 

Breakfiewts  (officers  and  pri- 
soners). 


Morning  prayers  (including 
time  for  unlocking  and 
moving  to  and  from 
prayers). 

Labour,  including  mustering, 
and  going  to  and  fh>m  the 
working  ground  in  the 
quarries. 

Dinner  (fbr  officers  and  pri- 
soners), making  up  ham- 
mocks, andrepairing  clothes. 

Labour,  indudmg  mustering, 
and  going  to  and  fh>m 
tiie  working  ground  in  the 
quarries. 

Supper  (for  officers  and  pri- 
soners). 

Evening  prayers  and  lecture 
(includmg  time  for  unlock- 
mg  and  moving  toandfh>m 
cluipel). 

Cleanmg  shoes,  shaving,  &c. 
and  reading  in  cells. 


A.1C  XM.        H.1I. 

5.0     to     5.45  =  0  45 

0 
5.45   „     6.15  =  0  30 


6.15  M     6.40  =  0.25 


6.40  „   11.20  =  4  40 


P.if. 
11.20  „    12.20=1     0 

P.M. 
12.20  „     6.20=6     0 


6.20  n     6.50=0  30 
6.50  „     7.25  =  0  35 

7.25  „  ■  8.0  =0  35 


Taking  down  hammocks      .       8.0     „     8.10=0  10 
Totalfrom5A.lL  to  8.10  P.1C        «      15  10 


Kemarks. 


Breakfasts  are  served  at  an 
early  hour  to  avoid  lost 
of  time  in  taking  the 
prisoners  off  the  works 
for  this  meaL 

Prayers  are  in  the  ch^>el 
both  summer  and  winter. 


Or  from  the  earliest  dawn 
to  11.20,  when  the  days 
are  shorter. 

The  earliness  of  the  break- 
fast renders  it  necessary 
to- have  an  early  dinner. 

Or  from  12.20  to  dusk,  when 
the  days  are  shorter.  On 
Saturday  afternoon  the 
prisoners  are  recalled 
from  labour  at  4.30. 


Each  prisoner  has  half  a 
day's  schooling  in  the 
week,  and  during  this 
half  day  they  are  also 
made  to  bathe,  have  their 
hair  cut,  and  the  remain- 
ing time  employed  under 
the  Clerk  of  Works'  di- 
rections  in  road  mending, 
and  clearing  away  rub- 
bish, &c 


Meals      - 

2    0 

Prayers   and   lecture,  in- 

1   Q 

cluding  moving  to  and 
from. 
Out-of-door  labour,  includ- 

to 40 

About  one  hour  each  day 

ing  mustering,  and  mov- 

of this  time  is  consumed 

c 

ing  to  and  from. 

to  and  frxmx  the  working 
^unds  at  a  distance. 

• 

In-door  occupations 

1  80 

This  includes  some  time 
passed  in  cleaning  up 
halls,  wards,  cells,  and 
utensils.  (See  details 
above.) 

Total 

15  10 

N3.— In  wet  weather  the  tailors,  shoemakers,  cwponters,  blackBiniths,  washers,  and  aU 
under  cover  in  workshops,  continue  their  work.  If  the  weather  is  too  bad  for  out-of-door  labour, 
the  men  usually  80  employed  are  occ\}pied  in  whitewashing,  scouring,  and  various  necessary 
internal  works,  for  which  there  is  no  opportunity  on  other  days.  In  weather  that  is  merely 
showery^or  available  for  work  Vy  ordinary  labourers,  the  prisoners  are  not  withdrawn  fhmi  work, 
■°^,^'^?«  provided  for  occasionally  sheltering  the  woridng  parties,  and  a  drying-room  Iqr  which 
wet  dothing  is  made  ready  for  wear  in  a  few  hours. 
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(G,  — ^Return  of  Emplothekt  of  Convicts  in  Portland  Prison  for  the  ^JS?** 
week  ending  4th  October  1856.  — ' 


General  OcoaiMtion. 


Daily  Avense 
Number. 


Particulars  of  Priaon  Labour. 


DaUy 
Average 
Number. 


Admiraltj  working  parties  - 
Prison  and  Ordnance  Works  (as  1 
detailed  opposite)   -        -        -  j 
Painters      -        -        -        -        - 

Carpenters  .        -        -        -        - 

Blacksmiths         .... 

Shoemakers         .        .        .        • 
Tailors        -        .        -        •        . 
Cook.         ..... 

Bakers  •  .  .  -  - 
Masons  -  .  -  .  - 
Wasters 

Sick  and  unfit  for  labour  and  not  1 
told  off  to  parties      -       -      -J 

School 

Under  ponishment      •        .        - 


Total  nnmber  in  the  prison 

Not  told  off  to  parties  • 
Bedocing  the  daily  average  to 


216 

5 
16 
10 
.25 
24 
16 
10 

22 


53 

134 
11 


65 
9 
« 
5 


971 


344 


198 


1,513 


85 


M28 


Gardeners        ... 

Cleoning  Prison 

Light  Work    ... 

Sawing  stone  •       •        . 

Dressing  stone  for  Bath- ' 
room,  and  repairing  wall 
near  Infirmary     - 

Qnarrying  stone,  repair- 1 
ing  wall  near  Infinnary,  I 
and  preparing  mortar  -J 

Excavating  large  ditch,! 
building  rampart  and  v 
magaxine  on  Y  em  Hill  J 


Total 


5 
21 

9 
31 


21 


120 


216 


Detail  of  Adjoraltt  Wobx. 


gtuarrying  and  loading  stone 
tripping  rock  and  forming  roads  • 
Dressing  and  scabbling  ashlar  blocks 
Squaring  large  blocks  of  roach 
Btackimiths.  founders,  fitters,  Ac.  • 
Carpenters  and  sawyers 
Platelayors  (railway)  • 
Attending  points 
ftlggers- 
tJmoading  stone 


148; 
17i 


IS 


18 
18 


NCTUBBR  OF  FBISONEBf  SxCK  OH  SATURDAY  LA8T. 

In  Infirmary  -  -  -       50^")         ^  ^  ^  .,, 

In  Cells  temporarily  -  -      1U5  -         .         -         .        «j 

Detail  of  Quaert  Work. 

Tons. 

From  6  tons  to  4  tons -161^ 

«     4    ^    to2    „ 2UU    7471 

-     2    „     to  2  cwt. 886  J 

Below  2cwt.      -  0205 

Ordinary  foundation,  flat-bedded  stone  rough  dressed,  with  Lewis  holes,')      ^^ 
rubble  special  selected,  ond  ballast •^"♦S 

ATcrage  quantity  of  stone  sent  to  the  Breakwater  daily         •         -  -    1,762} 

Being  a  daily  average  of  208|  tons  per  hour  of  actual  work. 
Tlat-bedded  stone,  16i  tons,  whitbed  and  roach,  72}  quarried  daily  and  not  *)     aqc 
sent  to  Breikkwater       •         : }    ^l 

1.861} 
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(I.) — Statement  of  Offences  and  Punishments  daring  the  year  1866.     Cknrwnor's 


No.  of  OffendeTS 
punished. 


s 


80» 


503 


Total 


533 


^1 

II 
1 1 


1,854 


Nomber  of  Offences  for 

which  actual  Ponishment 

was  mflicted. 


34 


I 


% 
O 


1,007 


Total. 


1,041 


.^S 


lit 


2*84 
(or  0-19 
percent) 


1^ 


291 


1,460 


2,387 


'  Corporal  Punishment,  8. 


(K.)— AcGOUNT  of  the  Cost  of  each  Prisoner  and  the  Earnings  of  the 
same  during  the  Year  1866. 


1st.  The  cost  of  each  prisoner,  including  salary  of  prison 
officers,  clerks,  sub- officers,  and  victualling,  &c.,  &c. 

Brsakwatbe  Works. 
5had.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  quanying  stone  during  the 

year,  being  312  working  days  areraging  7h.  47m. 
3jrd.  The  eamingi  (^  each  prisoner  blacksmith,  moulders,  &C., 

during  the  year,  being  312  working  days  averaging 

Sh.  36m. 
4th.  Theeamingfofeach  prisoner  carpenter  and  sawyer  during 

the  year,  being  312  working  days  averaging  8h.  36m. 
5th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  stonecutter  during  the  year, 

being  312  working  days  averaging  7h.  47m. 
6th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  platelayer  during  the  year, 

being  312  working  da^s  averaging  7h.  47m. 
7  th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  rigger  of  cranes  during  the 

year,  bemg  312  working  days  averaging  Sh.  36m. 

Wab  Dkpartmxict. 
ath.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  excavating  and  quarrying 

during  the  year,  being  312  working  days  averaging 

7h.  47m 
9th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  forming  ramparting  during 

the  year,  being  168  working  days  averagmg  Sh.  6m. 
loth.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  blacksmith  during  the  year, 

being  294  working  days  averaging  7h.  48m. 
11th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  carpenter  and   sawyer 

during  tlw  year,  being  312  working  days  averaging 

7h.  47m. 
12th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  mason  during  the  year, 

being  241  working  days  averaging  7h.  52m. 

Prison  Work. 
13th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  can>enter  and  sawder 

during  the  year,  being  312  working  days  averagmg 

Sh.  S6m. 
14th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  painter  during  the  year, 

being  312  working  days  averaging  8h.  36m. 
15th.  The  earnings  of  each  blacksmith  during  the  year,  being 

312  working  days  averaging  8h.  36m. 
16th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  gardener  during  the  year, 

being  312  working  days  averaging  7h.  47m. 
17tli.  The  earnings  of  each   prisoner  stonecutter  and  mason 

during  the  year,  being  312  workmg  days  averaging 

7h.  47m. 


At 

per 

" 

2 

1 

2 

9i 

2 

7 

2 

8i 

2 

4 

2 

11* 

2- 

0 

2 

2 

2 

4* 

2 

H 

2 

7 

2 

7 

2 

81 

2 

7 

1 

3i 

2 

6i 

£    t.    d 
32     0    0 


SS  10  0 

43  11  0 

40     6  0 

85  11  8 

36  8  0 
46     2  2 

31     4  0 

18  4  0 

35  4  4i 

37  1  0 

31  12  7 

40    6  0 

36  1  6 
40     6  0 

19  16  6 
39     6  6 
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Portland  Prison  {Appendix.) 


Governor's 
Beport. 


Account  of  the  Cost  of  each  Prisoner,  &c. — contintted. 


ISth.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  qoarrying  stone  during  the 

year  of  312  working  days  averaging  7h.  47in. 
19th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  at  general  prison  work, 

stone  sawing,  &c.,  during  the  year  of  312  working  days 

averaging  7h  47m. 
20th.  The  eaxiiings  of  each  prisoner  shoemaker  during  the  year, 

of  312  working  days  averaging  8h.  d6m. 
2l6t.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  tailor  during  the  year,  being 

312  working  days  averaging  8h.  36m. 
22nd.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  washer  during  the  year, 

being  312  working  days  averaging  8h.  36m. 
23rd.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  ba^er  during  the  year, 

being  312  working  days  averaging  lOh. 
i24th.  The  earnings  of  each  prisoner  cook  daring  the  year, 

being  366  working  days  averaging  lOh. 

School,  &c. 
The  number  of  days  the  prisoners  were  at  school  during 

the  year  was  39,576,  averaging  8h.  36m. 
The  number  of  ^^ys  the  prisoners  were  sick  during  the 

year  was  17,124 
The  number  of  days  the  prisoners  were  under  punishment 
was  3,874,  and  time  lost  by  bad  weather  was  27,355 
days. 
The  number  of  days  lost  by  non-effectives,  at  per  annexed 
Acopunt,  was  60,574. 


At 
2 

per 
Ok 

1 

Ok 

1 

H 

1 

H 

1 

34 

1 

6 

1 

6 

2 

1 

£ 
37 


0 


16     5     0 


20     3     0 
20    3     0 


20     3     0 


23     8     0 


27     9     0 


6^309  15  10 


Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  Portland  Prison  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1857. 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks       -  -  - 

Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants     -        -  . 
Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment       -------.- 

Rations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 

Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants  .  -  . 

Victualling  prisoners -  - 

Clothing,  Stc.  £cjT  prisoners         -        -         -         -  . 

Bedding  for  prisoners  -  -  -  -  - 

Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &c.  -  - 

Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick)        -  -  * 

Clothing  and  travelling  expenses   of  prisoners  on  their 

liberation        -  -  -  -  -         .  . 

Gratuities  to  prisoners  -        -  -  -  - 

Furniture  and  fittings       -  -  -  -  - 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c.         -  - 

Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes        -  -  - 

Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs  -  - 

Soap,  scouring,  and  cleaning  articles  •  -  - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops        "        • .       • 
Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c.         -        .  - 

Various  small  disbursments        -         -        -        - 

Rent,  rates,  and  taxes,        -        -  -        •  -  - 

Total  -  .       54,947  19    8 

Deduct^— Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of  pro- 
ductive labour      -        -  -  -  -         1,446  11     2 


£   *. 

d. 

3,877  7 

10 

10,597  9 

10 

680  13 

7 

2,691  14 

3 

1,538  2 

1 

18,604  7 

2 

6,186  18 

6 

325  12 

5 

154  2 

4 

77  11 

2 

1,005  15 

11 

3,974  18 

0 

98  5 

8 

88  14 

5 

2,139  19 

11 

1,339  12 

9 

541  6 

11 

137  15 

6 

2  11 

0 

514  12 

3 

370  8 

2 

Net  expenditure 


j£  53,501     8    6 
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II. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


couditioa. 


GENTLEBiEN,  Portland  Prison^  January  15,  1856. 

ANOTHEa  eventful  year  having  passed,  I  would  beg  leave  to  Ch»pia!n'« 
submit  my  fourth  annual  Report  on  subjects  connected  with  the    ^^'^ 
Chaplaincy  of  this  establishment 

I. —  The  Religious  and  Moral  Condition  of  the  Prisoners,  n^^i 

On  the  whole,  the  religious  aspect  of  the  prisoners  may  be  said  to  be 
brighter  than  at  the  close  of  last  year;  but  it  is  chiefly  the  radiance 
of  hope.  With  the  falling  leaves  of  1855,  fell  the  expectations  of 
many  who  had  counted  upon  their  release  on  the  blameless  comple- 
tion of  half  their  penal  servitude.  In  our  last  report  we  fully 
described  the  rise,  progress,  and  decline  of  these  spurious  hopes.  Tlie 
body  of  the  men  considered  themselves  deceived.  When  such  an 
idea  has  once  taken  possession  of  their  minds,  too  many  steel  their 
hearts  resolutely  against  all  religious,  and. even  against  secular  teach- 
ing ;  they  are  out  of  temper  with  all  persons  and  things  around  them, 
only  because  these  persons  and  things  are  placed  in  these  positions  by 
the  authorities  to  whom  they  attribute  their  wrongs.  From  the 
pulpit  may  sound  forth  the  most  interesting  and  stirring  truths,  but 
the  weight  of  these  truths  is  decreased  by  the  implression  that  the 
preacher  is  appointed  by  the  power  which  (in  the  prisoners'  opinion) 
has  oppressed  them.  The  schoolmasters  may  exhibit  their  maps, 
books,  globes,  and  appliances  for  imparting  secular  knowledge,  yet 
comparatively  little  will  be  learned  by  pupils  whose  minds  are  fretted 
with  real  or  imaginary  grievances. 

During  the  year  some  of  the  penal  servitude  men  have  been 
released.  They  were  prisoners  who  had  been  distinctly  told,  when 
receiving  sentence  from  the  seat  of  judgment,  that  good  con- 
duct would  considerably  diminish  tlieir  period  of  labour  on  public 
works.  The  men  who  had  received  the  same  sentence  of  four  years' 
penal  servitude  from  other  judges  or  recorders,  who  had  connected 
with  the  sentence  no  remarks  respecting  any  opportunity  of  decreas- 
ing its  duration,  were  still  more  dissatisfied  when  their  late  companions 
bad  departed.  Those  who  had  conducted  themselves  as  well  as  the 
released  complained  that,  in  some  halls  of  judicature,  a  sentence  of 
four  years'  penal  servitude  really  meant  forty-eight  months  of  hard 
labour,  while  in  other  courts  it  represented  a  much  shorter  period. 

This  uncertainty,  and  consequent  unsettled  state  of  mind,  together 
with  a  conviction  (which  in  many  instances  will  never  be  removed). 
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^^'^POTt*  that  the  govemorB,  chaplains,  and  officers  of  their  first  prisons  had 
—  wilfully  deceived  them  as  to  the  length  of  their  punishment,  were 
unfavourable  to  their  advancement  in  vital  religion.  In  vain,  many 
were  told  that  no  one  had  knowingly  misled  them,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
when  they  had  encouraged  them  to  hope  for  a  mitigation  of  their 
sentence,  had  really  believed  that  a  reduction  of  their  months  of 
bondage  was  obtainable  by  exemplary  behaviour. 

Notwithstanding  these  obstacles,  there  is  a  li^ht  as  well  as  a  dark 
side  of  the  prisoners'  religious  aspect.     Considermg  the  impediments 
which  have  been  in  the  way,  there  is  ground  for  thankfulness  and 
joyful  hope.     The  preached  gospel  of  Jesus,  the  friend  of  repentant 
sinners,  is  powerfiil  in  the  19th  century  as  in  the  first.      The  longer 
we  labour  amongst  prisoners,  the  more  are  we  convinced,  that  there 
is  no   method  of  permanently   improving  a  criminal,   except  by   the 
application  of  the  atonement  to   his  heart;    all  other  schemes  are 
delusions,  merely  experiments  with  the  stream,  while  the  fountain- 
head  is  left  untouched; 
^nmuni.        The  number  of  communicants  may  be  considered  as  a  barometer, 
indicating  in  some  degree  the  weight  of  the  religious  atmosphere  in 
which  the  prisoners  move  ;  yet  its  indications  are  by  na  means  infal- 
lible. Despite  of  all  precautions,  hypocrites  may  intrude  into  the  solemn 
assembly.     Where  is  the  earthly  congregation  without  them  ?  There 
is  no  reason  for  supposing  that  there  are  more  deceivers  around  the 
Lord's  table  in  Portland  prison  chapel  than  in  an  ordinary  parish 
church.     The  aggregate  number  of  communicants  on  the  four  occa- 
sions was  548,  giving  an  average  of  137  at  each  celebration. 
g^J™*-        After  due  instruction  and  examination,  113  prisoners  were  con- 
firmed by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisbury  on  the  9th  6f  November. 
About  50  of  these  prisoners  did  not  previously  belong  to  the  Church 
of  England,  but  were  of  various  denominations, 
^oonifr©.      The  congregation  continues  as  described  in  former  reports.     As 
far  as  is  known,  it  is  the  largest  assembly  of  prisoners  for  worship  in 
the  world ;  yet  a  more  orderly  or  attentive  body  of  hearers  need  not 
be  desired.    Nor  are  they  hearers  only ;  their  grateful  letters,  written 
after  their  discharge,  often  prove  the  value  which  they  attach  to  their 
late  religious  instruction.     Some  would  gladly  be  with  us,  if  they 
could,  every  Sabbath  day,  esteeming  their  prison  spiritual  pasture 
above  any  within  their  reach  when  restored  to  freedom. 
onSuion.        When  writing  on  the  religious  and  moral  condition  of  the  inmates 
of  the  Portland  convict  establishment,  I  would  studiously  endea- 
vour to  avoid  the  too  prevalent  error  of  preparing  reports  coloured 
by  the  sanguineous  temperament  of  the  composers. 

To  ascertain  the  prisoners'  moral  state  we  must  go  below  the  sur 
face.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  hear  what  a  man  has  to  say,  but  it 
often  requires  much  reflection  to  divine  the  precise  object  which  the 
speaker  seeks.  Deception  has  been  with  many  so  long  a  habit,  that 
they  even  deceive  themselves ;  yet  this  wide  spread  evil  is  by  no 
means  peculiar  to  the  convicted  All  unchanged  persons  naturally 
show  more  or  less  the  idolatrous  tendency  of  the  human  race  by 
loving  some  darling  sin  better  than  their  Maker.     Concerning  each 
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individual  of  this  class,  whether  within  or  without  the  walls  of  a  ^a^^** 
prison,  it  may  be  said — **  He  feedeth  on  ashes,  a  deceived  heart  hath      ^ — 
turned  him  aside,  that  he  cannot  deliver  his  soul,  nor  say,  is  there  not 
a  He  in  my  right  hand."     The  moral  world  within  Portland  prison 
might  fairly  be  divided  into  five  zones  : — 

1st.  Those  whose  moral  feeling  is  very  low  and  their  love  of 
transgression  proportionably  strong,  consequently  they  spend  much  of 
thm  captivity  in  or  on  the  verge  of  additional  punishment. 

2dly.  Those  who  refrain  from  that  which  is  forbidden  only  that 
they  may  escape  chastisement,  and  pass  smoothly  through  the  period 
of  mcarceration. 

3dly.  Those  who  follow  after  morality  with  the  view  of  securing 
the  good  opinion  of  their  prison  authorities  and  relatives,  hoping 
thereby  to  brighten  their  prospects  in  life. 

4thly.  Those  who  are  persuaded  that  morality  is  the  best  policy y 
both  for  bond  and  free«  These  are  they  who  pursue  rectitude  because 
it  is  wise  so  to  do,  rather  than  because  it  is  becoming  and  proper  for 
man  to  imitate  his  Maker. 

5thly.  Those  who,  being  grafted  into  the  true  vine  cannot  avoid 
bringing  forth  good  fruit. 

While  reporting  on  this  subject,  I  should  be  avoiding  my  duty  ^p^xu 
were  I  to  neglect  calling  attention  to  one  or  two  obstacles  in  the  way  pawners*  . 
of  the  prisoners'  moral  advancement.  ^^^^nt.^ 

1st.  I  would  most  earnestly  suggest  the  alteration  of  the  two 
associated  rooms  into  cells. 

"  I  am  convinced  that  the  associated  rooms  are  prejudicial  to  the  pro- 
gressive improvement  of  my  people,  and  should  much  rejoice  at  their 
conversion  into  cells.  They  are  designed  to  be  occupied  by  100  men, 
selected  for  their  good  conduct,  but  the  best  prisoners  have  a  wholesome 
aversion  to  them.  The  associated  rooms  are  hulks  on  shore,  and  liable  to 
all  the  abuses  of  hulks  afloat.  However  unfortunately  a  prisoner  may  be 
with  respect  to  his  companions  during  working  hours,  still  there  is  hope, 
if  in  the  evening  he  can  retire  within  his  own  cell  to  the  company  of  his 
Bible,  books,  and,  it  may  be,  to  communion  with  his  God.  A  man  may 
read,  write,  reflect,  and  pray  with  comfort  when  alone,  but  he  can  do  none 
of  these  duties  properly  and  advantageously  in  an  associated  room,  where 
the  presence  of  other  prisoners  renders  his  visitation  and  improvement 
difficult.  A  Daniel  may  kneel  and  pray  courageously  though  under  the 
inspection  of  hostile  eyes,  and  prisoners  will  sometimes  bravely  do  so,  but 
it  is  too  much  to  expect  from  convicts  generally,  whose  good  habits  are 
only  forming,  and  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  severe  early  trials." 

2.  It  would  tend  much  to  the  preservation  of  morality,  if  the  cnawiflct. 
working  parties  were  arranged  with  due  regard  to  the  cjiaracters  and 
antecedents  of  the  prisoners. 

No  doubt,  at  the  first,  this  plan   would  cause  some  additional 
labour  in  selection,  but  the  advantages  would  ultimately  far  outweigh 
every  other  consideration;  perhaps  the  experiment  might  be  tried 
first  with  the  offenders  against  martial  law.     The  bulk  of  military  Mmtwy 
convicts  have  committed  crimes  legally  heinous,  although  morally  **''^^^ 
venial.     Great  numbers  of  them  have  been  sentenced  by  courts - 
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^^^^^1^'*  martial  in  Canada  and  situationa  abounding  in  fieu^ilities  for  inebriety 
—  and  desertion*  If  these  condemned  soldiers  were  told  at  the  beginning 
of  their  separate  confinement^ — **  Provided  you  complete  the  first 
portion  of  your  punishment  in  an  exemplary  manner,  you  will  be 
placed  on  public  works  in  the  best  parties  by  yourselves,  but  mis- 
conduct will  inevitably  throw  you  out  of  your  privileced  position, 
and  place  you  by  the  side  of  the  ordinary  convicts  of  we  country ,•* 
few^  indeed,  would  have  to  associate  with  the  confirmed  London  and 
Liverpool  thief,  and  hope  might  be  entertained  that  the  regimental 
captives  had  learned  more  virtue  than  vice  during  their  sojourn  on 
Portland  isle. 

II.   The  Progressive  Improvement  of  Prisoners,  and  the  Method  adopted 
for  rewarding  and  encouraging  their  Conduct  and  Exertions, 

The  prisoners  sentenced  under  the  old  Act  to  7  and  10  years'  trans- 
portation have  almost  all  departed,  leaving  the  great  body  of  the 
prisoners  such  as  are  known  popularly  by  the  name  of  **  Penal  ser- 
vitude  men.^  Unquestionably  they  improve,  and  their  improvement 
is  progressive,  yet  their  advancement  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the  men 
who  had  the  opportunity  of  shortening  their  confinement  by  industry 
and  good  conduct.  The  willing  industry  of  the  men,  both  in  the 
quarries  and  in  the  school,  is  by  no  means  so  perceptible  as  formerly. 

Prior  to  the  past  year,  there  was  seldom  a  man  under  punishment 
for  idleness,  but  in  1856  transgressions  of  this  nature  were  much 
increased.  Too  many  appeared  studiously  to  cultivate  the  art  of 
doing  just  that  amount  of  work  which  would  save  them  from  punish- 
ment, and  no  more.  All  who  understand  work  and  workmen  well 
know  how  easy  it  is  for  a  party  of  30  or  40  individuals  to  appear  to 
be  diligent  and  yet  to  accomplish  very  little  in  the  shape  of  actual 
results.  You  cannot  select  any  as  visibly  idle  perhaps,  but  you  are 
nevertheless  apprehensive  that  they  are  not  fairly  putting  out  their 
strength  as  a  body,  and  at  the  close  of  a  day,  or  a  week,  the  united 
product  of  their  labours  confirms  your  suspicions.  In  industrial  pur- 
suits the  prisoners  have  retrograded  rather  than  advanced.  To  all 
remonstrances  on  this  subject,  the  more  candid  say, — **  We  have  no 
hope  of  shortening  our  term,  and  as  to  the  inducements  of  beer, 
money,  cheese,  &c.,  we  lightly  esteem  them."  The  less  ingenious 
affirm  and  re-affirm  that  they  honestly  exert  all  their  strength,  but 
are  not  believed. 

This  diminished  industry  and  apathy  in  general  demeanour  are 
solely  attributable  to  the  substitution  of  eating,  drinking,  and 
clothing  rewards  for  conduct  and  exertion,  in  lieu  of  earlier  liberty. 
The  incentives  to  virtue  now  offered  to  the  convicts,  although  costly 
to  the  State,  are  not  sufficiently  esteemed  to  be  operative  for  good. 
The  old  stimulant  (a  possibility  of  shortening  the  days  of  bon^ige) 
was  costless  and  potent,  correct  in  principle,  although  unfortunately 
somewhat  extravagant  in  degree. 

The  following  are  among  the  advantages  which  would  be  secured 
by  it: — 

1st.  The  prisoner  would  have  continually  before  Idm  the  strongest 
known  inducement  to  good  conduct. 
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2d  Every  week  he  could  reckon  with  arithmetical  precision  the  (jj^pi^Q., 
exact  amount  of  good  he  had  procured  for  himself  and  dependents.         Beport 

3d,  He  would  be  discharged  with  a  feeling  of  gratitude  towards 
the  Government,  which  had  tempered  justice  with  mercy ;  whereas, 
when  he  fulfils  all  his  time,  the  late  prisoner  is  too  apt  to  suppose 
that  he  has  amply  atoned  for  his  offence  by  paying  the  utmost 
exaction  of  the  law. 

4th.  The  expense  would  be  considerably  less  than  the  system  of 
extra  gratuities^  superior  food,  &c.,  independently  of  the  economy 
resulting  from  more  work  and  less  maintenance,  as  more  labour 
might  be  expected  in  the  three  years  and  a  half  than  will  now  be 
accomplished  in  four  years. 

HI.   The  Means  used  for  the  Religious  Instruction  of  the  Prisoners^ 
the  Course  of  Instruction  in  the  Schools^  and  the  Books  in  use. 

The  preaching  of  the  everlasting  Gospel  is  the  principal  means  J^^^^ 
employed  for  the  religious  instruction  of  the  establishment.  Exe-  inliSnilSSoii. 
getical  lectures,  explanatory  Scripture  readings,  Bible  classes^  books, 
tracts,  and  conversations  are  also  valuable  aids  in  the  impartation  of 
Heavenly  truth.  It  is  my  first  object  to  convince  an  ignorant  pri- 
soner that  the  attainment  of  religious  knowledge  is  an  interesting 
privilege^  and  not  an  uninviting  task — a  concomitant  of  prison  life. 
Twice  every  day  in  the  year  the  prisoners  assemble  in  the  chapel  for 
worship  and  spiritual  instruction.  Much  care  and  thought  are  re- 
quired to  guard  these  double  daily  services  from  a  monotony  and  wea- 
riness, which  would  cause  the  prisoners  to  identify  chapel  attendance 
with  the  punishment  rather  than  with  the  privileges  of  the  esta^ 
blishment.  Happily,  this  is  not,  at  present,  the  feeling ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  boJv  of  the  men  anticipate  their  assembly,  as  a  con- 
gregation, with  pleasure. 

The  course  of  instruction  in  school  is  the  same  in  its  prominent  The  course 
features  as  fully  described  in  recent  reports,  nor  has  there  been  any  tionfn  ^ 
change  in  the  books  employed.     There  is,  however,  I  would  submit,  *^^^ 
a  link  wanting  in  the  educational  department.    Men  who  are  attached 
to  books  are  easily  taught  by  the  books  which  they  esteem,  without 
much  aid  from  the  living  teacher.     The  difficulty  is  to  attract  minds 
to  books  in  the  first  instance.     The  page  of  letterpress  is  not  suffi- 
*ciently  striking  to  engage  the  ignorant  one  who  cannot  read  printed 
characters.      We  must  appeal  to  the   eye   by  pictures,  diagrams, 
models,  and  experiments,  as  well  as  to  the  ear  by  sounds,  if  we  would 
allure  him  to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.    As  early  as  the  boyish  days 
of  Alfred  the  Great,  illustration  was  successfully  employed  by  his 
mother  Osberga,  in  the  education  of  her  renowned  son. 

A  lecture  table,  a  few  models  of  steam  engines,  an  air  pump,  a 
small  collection  of  geological  specimens  and  chemicals,  together  with 
simple  illustrative  appliances,  which  could  be  made  in  the  prison 
workshops  at  a  trifling  cost,  would  do  much  to  promote  a  thirst  for 
information  amongst  those  who,  without  such  incentives,  may  con- 
tinue, to  the  end  of  their  days,  haters  of  books,  lovers  of  degrading 
vice,  and,  consequently^  enemies  to  the  best  interests  of  society. 
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^^^g^»J^'*  To  those  who  delight  in  reading,  the  lending  library  is  a  valuable 
—  assistance  and  solace.  The  number  of  volumes  is  4^125.  The 
ubniyl^"*^  Hbrary  books  are  not  so  entirely  of  a  religious  character  as  formerly, 
and  the  number  of  readers  is  much  increased.  However  good  a  book 
may  be,  it  is  but  of  little  use  unless  men  can  be  induced  to  read  it. 
I  am  yearly  the  more  convinced  that  both  religious  and  secular 
instruction,  to  be  effective,  must  be  presented  by  persuasion  rather 
than  by  compulsion,  and  in  as  attractive  guises  as  may  be. 

IV.    TTie  apparent  Effects  of  the  Discipline  of  the  Prison, 

In  September,  many  of  the  prisoners  had  completed  three  of  the 
four  years  of  their  sentence.  Like  the  September  of  1865,  it  was 
the  month  of  trial.  Some  of  the  worst  characters  would  have  been 
glad  if  they  could  again  have  exdted  their  impressible  companions 
to  overt  acts  of  rebeUion.  Happily,  their  malevolent  designs  signally 
failed.  There  was  excitement,  through  discussion,  but  no  action. 
The  reasonable  men  had  not  forgotten  the  disastrous  effects  of  the 
mutiny  of  the  preceding  year.  They  yet  hoped  there  might  be  some 
little  mitigation  of  their  sentence  as  a  reward  for  unexceptionable 
-conduct,  and  well  knew  that  any  cessation  of  good  behaviour  would 
only  blight  their  prospects.  The  many  listened  to  good  counsel, 
aclmowledged  its  weight,  and  thus  the  crisis  passed  calmly  away. 

T.  The  Disposal  of  Prisoners  on  their  Discharge ,  their  Prospects,  and 
any  Accounts  which  may  subsequently  have  been  received^  the  Date 
of  the  Death  of  such  as  may  have  died  in  the  Prison,  and  the 
State  of  Mind  in  which  they  shall  appear  to  have  died, 

2^Jg°JJJ       The  following  ships  have  sailed  from  Portland  during  the  last 

8«w-  year : — 


Name  of  Ship. 


••  Rimnjmede'' 
^Mermiud'* 
«<  Mermaid" 


Namberof  Date  of  Em- 


Meu. 


U9 

too 

80 


barkation. 


Ma7  24th. 
June  25th. 
Sept  6ih. 


Desliziatioii. 


Western  Australia. 

Gibraltar. 

Gibraltar. 


But  little  has  been  heard  of  the  convicts  who  went  abroad. 
TicketS'^f-Leave. 

In  1856  tickets-of-leave  were  granted  to  507  prisoners,  making  a 
total  of  1,573  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  During  the  same  period 
57  were  revoked,  and  the  holders  re-committed  to  this  prison,  malcing 
a  total  of  97. 

But  for  the  existence  of  a  popular  error,  it  would  scarcely  have 
been  necessary  to  state  again,  that  when  conferring  with  the 
Governor  concerning  the  recommendation  of  prisoners  for  licences  to 
be  at  large,  their    religious  or  irreligious  condition  has  no  more 
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influence  in  the  decbion  than  the  height  of  theur  stature  or  their  ^^J^*" 
attainments  in  secular  knowledge.  — 

Few  pergons  are  willing  to  engage  a  young  man  of  whom  they 
only  know  that  he  has  been  a  rogue  and  a  vagabond  from  his 
infancy,  and  now  alleges  a  desire  to  amend.  In  a  distant  and  less 
populous  country,  where  labour  is  dear,  they  might  prosper,  but  at 
home  the  great  bulk  of  this.  Pariah  class  have  no  option  but  to 
<X)ntinue  in  transgression  and  prison  alternately,  or  starve. 

There  are  capitalists  who,  from  the  nature  of  their  undertakings,  somepos- 
possess  greater  facilities  for  benevolently  employing  discharged  pri  fSulSSifbr 
soners  than  others.    Contractors  for  heavy  works,  managers  of  mines,  dSchSSS 
ahipowners,  and  personiB  requiring  hazardous  labour  rather  than  skill,  p>^nwt 
where  there  is  Uttle  portable  and  exposed  property  to  tempt  the 
employed,  might  often,  with  scarcely  anjr  risk,  give  a  helping  hand 
to  one  who  was  really  desirous  to  earn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his 
brow.     Of  course,  the  man  who  has  a  character  to  make  could  not 
expect  the  same  wages  as  the  labourer  who  has  never  forfeited  his 
reputation.     There  must  be  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water ; 
and  to  whom  does  servile  work  more  fitly  belong  than  to  those  who, 
like  the  Gibeonites  of  old,  have  deceived  the  Common wedith. 

There  have  been  but  three  deaths,  fewer  than  in  any  previous  BentiM. 
year  since  the  opening  of  the  establishment      W.  P.  on  the  8th  of 
January  received  im  accidental  injury  in  the  quarry  ;  he  remained  in 
a  state  of  insensibility  until  his  death  at  five  in  the  evening. 

B.  C.  died  from  natural  causes,  in  the  infirmary,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  15th  of  June.  He  was  a  youn^  man  of  22  years  ; 
his  intellect  was  not  of  the  average  strength ;  he  could  not  be  in* 
duced  to  entertain  any  idea  but  one  of  recovery  from  his  bodily 
indisposition. 

J.  B.  departed  this  life  on  the  6th  of  July.  His  malady  was 
inflammation  of  the  bowels. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  would  not  forget  to  bring  to  your 
^notice  the  zeal  and  efficiency  manifested  by  my  departmental  helpers 
in  a  great  and  arduous  work,  which  could  scarcely  be  continued  for 
several  consecutive  years  without  a  firm  conviction  that  some  of  the 
.scattered  seed  of  instruction  will  fall  into  good  ground,  and  spring 
•up  into  everlasting  life. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  Servant, 
William  Holdebness, 
"To  th^  Chairman  and  Directors  Chaplain, 

of  Convict  Prisons. 
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^^^[^  AmmiTi  (A.) 


Classes. 

Total  number  of  men  in  prison,  3l8t  December  1856     -  1,507 

These,  on  reception,  were  placed  in  classes : — 

Ist  class           -            ...            -  1,161 

2nd  class         .            •            •            .            .  205 

3rd  class 141 

On  3 Ist  December  1856,  tbe  numbers  stood  thus  :— 

1st  class           •            .            •            •            .  1,312 

2ndclass         -            •            -            *            -  126 

3rd  class          •            -           •           •           *  69 

Total  increase,  Ist  class           •            •            «  151 

Decrease,  2nd  class      ....  79 

Decrease,  3rd  class      -            -            •            -  72 

Promoted  from  2nd  dass  to  1st  •  •  165 

Promoted  from  drd  class  to  1st  -  •  65 

Promoted  from  8rd  class  to  2nd  -  *  36 

Total  promoted           -  266 

Degraded  from  Ist  class  to  2nd     -  •  -  59 

Degraded  from  Ist  class  to  3rd     -  -  •  22 

Degraded  from  2nd  class  to  3rd    •  •  -      8 

Total  degraded        89 

Majority  of  promoted  over  degraded         •  177 

Maintained  their  position  in  Ist  class  since  admission  -  1,022 

Lost  but  regained  position  in  Ist  class  -            -  -  60 

Promoted  from  2nd  class            -            -            -  -  165 

Promoted  from  3rd  class            ^           ^           ^  ^  S5 

Total  in  1st  class,  31st  December  1856  *  1,312 

Maintained  their  position  in  2nd  class  since  admission  •  9 

Promoted  but  again  degraded  to  2nd  class          -  -  19 

Degraded  but  again  promoted  to  2nd  class         -  -  3 

Degraded  from  1st  class             -            -            -  -  59 

Promoted  from  3rd  class            •            .            -  -  36 

Total  in  2nd  class,  31st  December  1856  -  126 

Eemaining  in  3rd  class  since  admission               -  -  33 

Promoted  but  again  degraded    -            -            -  -  6 

Degraded  from  Ist  class  •  -  -  -22 

Degraded  from  2nd  class            -            *            •  -  8 

Total  in  3rd  dass,  31st  December  1856  -  69 
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Appendix  (B.) 

State  of  EducatioHy  Zlst  December  1866. 

Prisoners  who  could  not  read  on  admission         -  •         117 

Since  improved,  of  these,  so  as  to  read  imperfectlj  -    86 
Prisoners  who  could  read  imperfecUj  only  on  ad- 
mission    --.---  291 
Since  improved,  of  these,  so  as  to  write  also            -  195 
Prisoners  who  could  read    and  write  imperfectly 

on  admission        ••<..•  445 

Since  improved  of  these      -  -  •  -314 

Prisoners  who  could  read  and  write  well     •  •  369 

Prisoners  well-educated        »  •  •  •  284 

Total  number  of  prisoners     •  •  1,507 

Total  improved  •  •  •  595 

Total  cannot  read       •  •  •    81 


Dailj  average  of  men  attending  school  tbrooghout  the  jear.  134 

Library  and  School  Books. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  prison  library,  1st  January  1856    4,125 
New  volumes  added  during  the  year 


Worn  out  during  the  year  - 
Beference  books  not  lent  out 


Leaving  for  circulation    - 

Average  number  of  books  in  circulation  during  tho  year, 
per  week       .  •  -  •  - 

The  list  of  school  books  is  the  same  as  it  was  last  year,  there 
having  been  no  addition. 


- 

55 

!>A 

4,180 

61 

84 

. 

4,096 

w-, 

1,357 

Appeicdix  (D.) 


Chaplain's 
Beport. 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Letters  written  by  Prisoners  to  their 
Friends  during  the  Year  1856  :  — 

For  the  quarter  ending  Slst  March        -  -  -     2,595 

For  the  quarter  ending  30th  June  ...     2,995 

For  the  quarter  ending  30th  September  -  -     2,654 

For  the  quarter  ending  31st  December  -  -     2,737 

Total      -  .  -  10,981 
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Ohmdaiii't      An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Letters  received  by  Prisoners  during 
^^2f*-    the  Year  1856  :— 

For  the  quarter  ending  31st  March        .  -  -  2,174 

For  the  quarter  ending  dOth  June         -  -  -  2,151 

For  the  quarter  ending  30th  September  -  •  2,020 

For  the  quarter  ending  31st  December  -  -  -  1,962 


Total       -  -  -    8,307 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Prisoners  who  gave  in  their  Names  to 
see  the  Chaplain  in  School : — 

First  quarter,  ending  31st  March           -  -  .  4,140 

Second  quarter,  en(^ng  30th  June         -  -  -  4,128 

Third  quarter,  ending  30th  September  -  -  -  3,034 

Fourth  quarter,  ending  31st  December  -  -  -  4,028 

Total      -  -  .  15,380 


Afpenddc  (D.) 


An  Account  of  Prisoners  who  have  died  in  Portland  Prison  during 
the  Year  1856  :— 

Reg.  No.  Name.  Date  of  Decease. 


5,801         -        W,  P. 
5,298        -        R.C. 
5,197        -        J.  E. 

8th  January. 
15th  June. 
6th  July. 

An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Prisoners  who  received  the  Sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  during  the  Tear  1856  :— 

6th  January 
6th  April    - 
6th  July     - 
5th  Cctober 

129 
180 
139 
150 

Total 

-        548 

Confirmed  bj  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Salisburj  on  the  9th  November,  113 
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Library  and  ScAool  Booki,  ffc.  iTl 

ApPENDEC  (E.)  Cbaplain's 

Report. 

Ab  Abstract  of  Bookbinders'  Work  for  the  Year  ending  31st 
December  1856  :— 

49  new  books  made. 
48  books  repaired. 
128  hall  boards  covered. 
716  hall  tickets  made. 
314  tracts  covered. 

896  ^  Leisure  Hours  "  quarter-bound  and  repaired. 
154  school  books  repaired. 
1,023  liUmrj  books  repaired. 
592  c(^  books  Impaired. 
18  report  books  made. 
26  report  books  repaired. 
34  pocket  books  made. 

45  prisoners  books  repaired. 
11  almanacks  mounted. 

274  Bibles,  prajer  books,  and  hymn  books  fepalr^d. 
95  p<H-tfolios  and  eases  made. 

46  badge  books  made. 
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III. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 


GentlemeKi  Portland  Prison^  January  10,  1857. 

IgeAioii  .  I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  the  eighth  annual  Medical 

Etport!    Report  of  this  prison  for  the  year  ending  the  Slst  December  1856. 

In  taking  a  retrospective  view  of  the  past  year,  I  find  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  admitted  to  and  discharged  from 
the  infirmary;  this  may  be  attributed  to  the  increased  number  of 
prisoners  received  into  the  establishment,  also  to  the  well-known 
habit  of  prisoners  feigning  illness  or  obscure  compliunts  to  avoid 
labour;  therefore,  although  the  number  of  sick  appears  large,  they 
have  upon  the  whole  enjoyed  a  fair  average  of  good  health. 

No  epidemic  has  existed. 

The  deaths  during  the  year  have  been  two  from  natural  causes, 
and  one  from  accident ;  tms  low  rate  of  mortality  must  be  partly 
attributed  to  the  immediate  access  they  have  to  medical  attendance, 
and  the  general  care  and  attention  they  receive  when  seriously  ill. 

There  are,  however,  complaints  peculiar  to  prisoners,  as  scrofula, 
scurvy,  consumption,  chest  and  bowel  complaints,  fevers,  and  mental 
affections,  and  m  this  establishment  the  accidents  form  a  numerous 
and  important  class,  all  of  which  require  much  time,  care,  and  atten- 
tion ;  many  of  the  accidents  have  been  serious,  including  14  fractured 
limbs,  of  which  two  required  amputation,  besides  a  large  number  of 
minor  operations  in  surgery  were  performed.  Many  of  the  accidents 
proved  of  tedious  convalescence,  this,  with  upwards  of  200  young 
lads  of  weak  and  slender  frames,  and  upward  of  50  ruptured  men, 
must  have  seriously  impeded  the  the  general  progress  of  the  public 
works. 

The  following  nosological  tables  indicate  the  number  of  the  in- 
firmary and  casual  sick«  the  pardons  and  removals  on  medical  grounds, 
the  cases  of  Insanity,  and  the  death& 

William  Houghton, 

Medical  Officer. 

To  tlu  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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Table  No.  1. 

Medical 
Officer's 

Report. 

iMHHMARr  Cases. 

Zjmotic  disease :  — . 

Brought  forward 

• 

Febris  inter. 

- 

5 

Respiratory  organs  :— 

„       conunned  - 
.,      catarrhal  • 
Rheumatism,  acute 
Diarrhoea  crapulos» 
Scorbutus     - 

- 

12 

32 

5 

247 
6 

Catarrhs 
Bronchitis    - 
Pleuritis 
Pneumonia    - 

.  150 

-  21 

-  10 
.      6 

Erysipelas     - 

• 

8 

Digestive  organs  :— 

Secondary  syphilis 

. 

6 

Cynanche  tonsillaris 

.    50 

Sporadic  disease : — 

Dyspepsia    - 
Icterus 

-    81 
.      3 

Hydrocele     - 

- 

2 

Constipation 

.  144 

Hiemorrhoids 

• 

15 

Peritonitis    - 

-       1 

Haemoptysis  - 
Abscess 

2 
81 

Urinary  organs : — 

Ulcer   ... 

37 

Stricture  ureth.     - 

-      8 

Scrofula 

8 

Integumentary  system  :— 

Phthisis 

General  debility    - 

Hematuria   - 

20 

18 

2 

Paronychia  - 
Herpes 
Furunculus  - 

.    28 
.     11 
-  302 

Sporadic  disease  of  special 

Anthrax 

-      6 

system  and  organs: — 

Insanity 
Despondency 

- 

3 
4 

Acne 

Scabies         ^        - 

Accidents  :— 

9 
-       1 

Epilepsy 

• 

14 

Incised  wounds 

-      6 

Dementia      - 

• 

3 

Sprains 

-    36 

Ophthalmia  - 

• 

m 

Contused  wounds  - 

-    92 

Otitis 

• 

4 

Contusions    - 
Fractured  limbs    - 

-  352 

-  14 

LK>comotive  organs : — 

Burns  and  scalds  - 

-      3 

Periostitis     - 

• 

4 

Hernia 

-      2 

Chronic  rheumatism 

. 

94 

Total 

■  2,037^ 

Carried  forward 

• 
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Offloer't 
Beport. 


Tablx  No.  6. 


Daily  Average  Number  of  Prisoners,  Per-centage  of  Sick,  Ac. 

JHjIj  Arengt 
Number  of 
Prisoners. 

DaUyATenge 

Number  of 
Infirmary  8ick. 

Fer-eentage  of 
Infirmary  Sick. 

Duly  Arerage 

Nomberof 

Casual 

Sick. 

Total 

Daily  Arerajse 

Number  unfit 

for  Labour. 

1,460 

54-13 

3-69 

48-77 

54*11 

Table  No.  7. 

Showing  the  Daily  Average  Sickness,  kc,  of  the  Subordinatb 

Officers. 


Daily  Arerage 
Number  of  Officers. 

Daily  Average 

Number  Sick, 

including  Accidents. 

Average  Number 

ofDays  each  Officer 

was  Sick. 

Number  Died. 

198 

1-37 

4-90 

1 
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PORTSMOUTH    PRISON. 


REPORT, 

For  the  Year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Portsmouth  Prison,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  5  Geo.  IV.  cap,  84.  and  Act  13  &  14  Vict.  cap.  39.;— 
specifying  the  State  of  the  Buildings  ;  the  Behaviour  and 
Conduct  of  the  Officers  of  the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts, 
the  amount  of  the  Earnings'  of  the  Convicts,  and  the 
Expense  of  the  Prison ;  and  such  other  Matters  relating 
to  the  Management  and  Discipline  thereof,  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  direct. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 

To  THE  Right  Honourable  Sir  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 

Sir,  45,  Parliament  Street^  1857. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  our  annual  Report 
for  the  year  1856,  on  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Ports- 
mouth Convict  Prison. 

State  of  the  Buildings^  Sfc. 

The  buildings  of  the  prison  are  all  in  good  repair.     Gal-  bSwiSU 
leries  have  been  added  during  the  last  year  to  the  Chapel. 
The  yards  and  other  parts  of  the  premises  are  in  a  satis- 
factory state. 

Conduct  of  the  Officers. 

Captain  Rose,  the  Governor,  continues  to  evince  zeal  and  J^^Jj^ 
ability  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  and  we  are  able  to 
report  very  favourably  of  all  the  superior  officers  of  the 
discipline  department ;  the  result  of  their  exertions  shows 
itself  in  the  orderly  and  cleanly  appearance  of  both  prison 

and  prisoners. 

M  2 
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The  Chaplain  speaks  very  highly  of  the  exertions  of  the 
Assistant  Chaplain,  a  new  appointment  made  during  the 
past  year;  the  Scripture  Reader  and  Schoolmasters  also 
continue  to  give  satisfaction  in  their  particular  duties. 

The  subordinate  officers  and  servants  in  all  the  depart- 
ments have  shown,  with  only  two  exceptions,  general  good 
conduct  throughout  the  year ;  the  Governor  speaks  well  of 
them  in  his  Report,  and  is  satisfied  with  the  whole  of  his 
staff. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  the  Prisoners. 

gjj™^^*  Remaining  in  confinement  1st  January  1856  1,019 

the  pri-  Received  from  other  prisons  .  -  -       580 

^^^^^  Ditto     with  revoked  licences     -  -  -        37 

Total        .    1,636 

Transferred  to  Government  prisons       -        -        -  79 

Embarked  for  Western  Australia          -         -         -  72 

Ditto         Gibraltar       -----  100 

Removed  to  Lunatic  Asylum       -         -         -         -  1 

To  Winchester  County  Gaol        -         -         -        -  i 

Discharged  by  pardon          -----  2 

„             licence          -----  349 

„        on  completion  of  Sentence          -         -  6 

Escapes               -------  1 

Deaths                7 

Remaining  1st  January  1857        -        -         -         -  1,018 

Total        -    1,636 

Treatment  of  the  Prisonei's. 

Treatment       There  has  been  no  ground  of  complaint  among  the  pri- 
^e  pri-    8oners  as  to  their  treatment,  no  case  of  harshness  has  occurred, 
neither  has  any  one  complaint  made  by  an  individual  pri- 
soner against  the  officers  been  substantiated  on  inquiry. 

.  Health. 

Health.  The  general  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  remarkably 

good.     The  particulars  of  diseases  and  of  the  deaths,  7  in 
number,  are  given  in  the  Medical  Officer's  report. 

General  Conduct  of  the  Prisoners. 

Genena  The  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  been  good, 

tS^*^'   although  a  greater  tendency  to  threaten  officers  with  per- 
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sonal  violence  has  inaDifested  itself  during  the  past  year  all 
such  cases  have  been  refeiTcd  to  and  investigated  by  the 
visiting  Director. 

The  Governor  states  that  the  system  of  "  Probationary 
Stages"  has  worked  well,  and  that  the  prisoners  eagerly 
seek  for  the  rewards  attached  to  each  separate  stage.  In 
the  middle  of  the  year  there  was  some  insubordination  and 
excitement  among  the  penal  servitude  men,  together  with  a 
disposition  to  refuse  labour,  but  it  was  discovered  in  time, 
and  no  outbreak  took  place.  No  symptoms  of  such  a 
feeling  have  since  shown  themselves,  neither  do  we  think 
that  there  is  at  present  any  difFerennce  in  respect  to  subordi- 
nation between  this  class  of  prisoners  and  the  men  under 
sentence  of  transportation. 

We  also  are  of  opinion  that  the  hopes  which  very  many 
penal  servitude  prisoners  indulged  in,  of  being  liberated 
before  the  expiration  of  their  sentences,  hetve  disappeared, 
so  far  as  Portsmouth  Prison  is  concerned,  and  that  their 
industry  is  satisfactory ;  but  the  general  demeanour  of  the 
whole  body  of  convicts  is  less  so  than  it  was  under  the 
former  system. 

Description  of  Labour^  S^c. 

The  nature  of  the  labour  and  employment  of  the  pri-  JfSJjjSf" 
soners  has  been  the  same  generally  as  in  former  years, 
namely,  ordinary  labour  in  the  Dockyard,  and  of  various 
kinds  for  the  War  Department,  as  well  as  the  ordinary 
work  required  for  the  prison.  The  two  former  classes  of 
]aL>our  have  consisted  in  coaling  and  ballasting  ships,  un- 
loading colliers,  removing  and  stacking  timber,  stacking 
casks,  scraping  and  cleaning  tanks,  guns,  and  shot,  repairing 
the  sea  wall,  ramparts,  &c. ;  and  the  labour  of  the  prison 
has  consisted  chiefly  of  tradesmen's  and  other  works  for 
repairs  ^nd  alterations,  and  for  carrying  on  the  requisite 
cooking,  tailoring,  washing,  &c.,  necessary  for  the  purposes 
of  the  establishment. 

Indtistry  and  Value  of  the  Labour. 

There  has  been   no  falling  off  in  the  value  of  convict  Jj^us^^ 
labour  during  the  past    year,  which  has  been  computed  the  labour, 
either  by  actual  measurement  where  possible,  or  by  approx- 
imation and  comparison  where  actual  measurement  cannot 
be  made. 
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The  total  value  of  the  prisoners'  labour  at  this  prison  in 
the  year  has  been  30,395/.  12*.  8rf.,  the  average  number  of 
prisoners  being  989-  By  the  abstract  of  the  labour  re- 
turns given  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Governor's  Report,  page 
13,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  labour  of  the  Admiralty  De- 

E  art  men  t  is  valued  at  24,688/.  10*.  6rf.     This  was  executed 
y  an  average  number  of  679  convicts,  giving  an  average 
rate  for  each  man  of  36/.  7s.  Sd. 

The  value  of  the  labour  for  the  War  Department  was 
1,995/.  11*.  8rf.,  executed  by  55  men,  giving  an  average  of 
36/.  5*.  8^.  for  each  man. 

For  the  prison,  the  value  of  the  labour  is  estimated  at 
3,600/.  4*.  6rf.,  with  an  average  number  of  133  men.  This 
includes  the  artificers,  cooks,  bakers,  washers,  tailors,  shoe 
makers,  and  other  necessary  prison  employments. 

As  the  general  result,  the  value  of  the  labour  performed 
in  the  year  by  the  989  men  (effectives)  is  34/.  18*.  9^.  per 
convict;  but,  deducting  the  non-effectives,  namely  119, 
composed  of  men  attending  school,  sick  in  the  infirmary, 
under  punishment,  &c.,  the  average  value  per  man  per 
Annum  will  be  30/.  14*.  8rf.,  or  1*.  llfrf.  per  day. 

JExpenses. 

The  expenditure  of  the  prison,  exclusive  of  buildings, 
as  detailed  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Governor's  Report,  has 
amounted  to  31,557/.  !*•  iH^.  in  the  year.  This  includes  a 
sum  of  2,211/.  14*.  9^.  paid  as  gratuities,  or  earnings,  to 
convicts  discharged  on  licence  or  otherwise,  and  is  reduced 
by  sundry  receipts  and  value  of  productive  labour  to 
31,035/.  11*.  2y. 

General  Observations. 

We  have  already  remarked,  under  the  head  of  "  General 
Conduct  of  the  Prisoners,"  that,  at  one  period  of  the  past 
year,  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  tne  penal  servitude 
men  would  have  combined  to  refuse  labour,  as  they  were 
still  under  the  impression  they  had  been  unfairly  dealt 
with  in  not  obtaining  any  remission  of  their  sentences;  they 
compared  their  position  to  that  of  the  men  under  sentence 
of  transportation  under  the  old  Act,  some  of  whom  they 
saw  leaving  the  prison  monthly  with  tickets  of  leave.  Never- 
theless, through  the  judicious  measures  of  the  Governor, 
ably  assisted  by  all  connected  with  the  prison,  no  outbreak 
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took  place,  and  those  feelings  of  dissatisfaction  appear  to 
have  subsided,  and  they  now  strive  (so  far  as  this  pnson  is 
concerned)  to  entitle  themselves  to  the  privileges  attached 
to  the  four  separate  stages  into  which  the  sentence  of  every 
penal  servitude  man  is  divided. 

There  have  been  349  men  liberated  on  licence  during  the 
year,  37  of  whom  have  been  sent  back  with  their  licences 
revoked,  and  the  Chaplain,  in  his  annexed  report,  speaks 
very  favourably  of  the  conduct  of  many  of  these  men  since 
their  discharge. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  obedient  servants, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  It£«, 
Chairman. 
J.  M.  Gambieb, 

Director  of  Convict  Prisons. 
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APPENDIX. 


L 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


Portsmouth  Convict  Prison, 
Geittlemen,  January  10,  1857, 

Governor't  The  state  of  this   prison  during  the  past  year  has  been 

^^^*    satisfectoij.     The  daily  average  of  occupants  has  been  986,  the  fol- 
lowing being  the  statement  of  changes  during  the  year : — 

Remaining,  1st  January  1856      ....   1,019 

Since  received  from  other  prisons  (fe«  Appendix  A.)    680 

Ditto         with  revoked  licenses  -        -        -        37 

Total 1,686 

Transferred  toother  Government  prisons  (Appendix  A.)  79 
Embarked  for  Western  Australia         -        -        -        72 

Ditto        Gibraltar 100 

Removed  to  lunatic  asylum         ....  i 

Committed  to  Winchester  County  Gaol       •        •  1 

Discharged  by  pardon         .....  2 

„  by  license         -        -        .        .        .      349 

„  on  completion  of  sentence  •        -  6 

Escapes     •.....--  1 

Deaths 7 

Remaining,  1st  January  1867      -        •        *        -    1,018 

Total 1,636 

Conduct  of  the  Officers, — ^With  few  exceptions  I  have  been  faith- 
fully and  ably  supported  by  officers  of  all  ranks  under  my  orders. 
My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  Mr.  Hudson,  the  deputy-governor, 
and  to  the  chief  warder,  Mr.  Lewam,  fof*  the  valuable  assistance 
they  have  rendered  me  in  the  maintenance  of  discipline ;  also  to 
the  steward,  Mr.  Morgan,  and  senior  foreman  of  works,  Mr.  Norris, 
for  the  efficiency  in  which  they  have  maintained  their  respective 
departments.  Two  subordinate  officers  have  been  dismissed  during 
the  year  for  misconduct,  and  nine  have  been  replaced  as  deficient  in 
the  requisite  energy  for  charge  of  prisoners  on  the  public  works. 

Conduct  of  the  Prisoners. — The  expectation,  expressed  by  me  in 
my  last  annual  report,  that  the  system  of  "  stages  "  then  lately  intro- 
duced would  work  well  for  men  under  sentence  of  penal  servitude 
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has  been  realized     The  year  has,  how'ever,  not  passed  without  some  Govemor't 
manifestation  of  excitement  and  insubordination  from  this  class  of    ^^y* 

Prisoners,  many  of  whom  combined  in  Aup^ist  last  to  refuse  labour, 
'heir  intention  was  fortunately  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  any 
actual  outbreak,  and  being  defeated  at  the  time  has  not  been  since 
renewed ;  nor  have  I  any  reason  note  to  impute  a  less  suborindate 
spirit  to  the  penal  servitude  men  than  to  their  fellows  under  sentence 
of  transportation.  In  their  outward  conduct  they  are  equally  or- 
derly and  industrious ;  but  such  has  not  been  the  case  throughout 
the  vear,  and  the  return  of  prison  offences  shows^  on  the  whole,  a 
marked  increase.     (Appendix  B.) 

Industry  of  the  JPrisoners. — There  has  been  no  falling  off  in  the 
value  of  convict  labour  for  the  year  which  is  passed.  (See  Appendix 
C.)  It  has  been  applied,  as  before,  mainly  under  direction  of  the 
Admiralty  and  War  Departments,  the  great  body  of  prisoners  being 
employed  in  the  Dockyard  coaling  and  ballasting  ships,  unloading 
colliers,  removing  and  stacking  timber,  &c ;  a  smaller  number  in  the 
Royal  Clarence  Victualling  Yard,  at  the  Haslar  Hospital,  and  the 
Gun  Wharf,  where  their  occupation  has  been  loading  and  unloading 
vessels,  stacking  casks,  scrapmg  and  cleaning  tanks,  scraping  and 
cleaning  guns  and  shot,  repairing  the  sea-wall,  &c.  The  value  of 
their  labour  has  been  computed,  either  by  actual  measurement  where 
possible,  or  by  approximation  and  comparison  where  actual  measure- 
ment cannot  be  made ;  and  the  result  gives  a  daily  value  to  each 
man's  labour  of  2s.  3d.,  or,  taking  the  whole  body  of  prisoners 
together,  effectives  and  non-effectives,  of  Is.  ll|dl,  against  a  cost  of 
maintenance  of  almost  exactly  the  same  amount. 

Escapes. — There  have  been  ten  attempts  at  escape  during  the  year, 
one  only  of  which  has  been  successful,  and  in  this  case  the  escaped 
convict  was  shortly  recommitted  to  prison  on  a  fresh  charge.  In  the 
remaining  nine  cases  the  recapture  was  effected  after  a  shorter  or 
longer  pursuit,  though  not  in  every  case  by  the  officers  of  the  prison. 
In  one,  a  prisoner  was,  for  several  weeks,  at  large.  The  escape 
has  generally  been  effected  by  taking  advantage  of  the  facility  of 
disguise  and  concealment  afforded  by  the  Dockyard,  and  mixing  with 
the  great  body  of  workmen  who  leave  in  a  mass  after  labour  hours. 
More  effectual  precautions  have  lately  been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to 
this  practice.  The  rule  imposing  the  punishment  of  a  distinctive  dress 
and  cross  irons  to  be  worn  by  prisoners  who  have  attempted  their 
escape,  together  with  forfeiture  of  certain  prison  privileges,  has  been 
duly  observed. 

Abuses, — None  whatever  are  connived  at,  and  when  any  have  been 
discovered  immediate  punishment  has  followed. 

The  following  case  occurred  during  the  past  year.  A  subordinate 
officer  having  been  detected  in  conveying  clandestine  letters  for  pri- 
soners, and  supplying  them  with  forbidden  articles,  was  prosecuted 
before  the  borough  mngistrates.  The  offence  was  not  denied,  but 
the  magistrates  decided  that,  as  it  was  not  committed  actually  within 
the  prison  walls,  it  could  not  be  punished  under  any  Act  of  Parliament 
apphcable  to  convict  prisons.  This  seems  to  me  a  subject  urgently 
requiring  attention,  as  by  far  the  greater  number  of  prison  offences 
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GofTeruor's  are  committed  on  the  public  works  not  in  the  prison;  and  the  public 
^^?^     works  afford  far  greater  facilities  for  unauthorized  communication  and 
traffic  with  prisoners. 

Buildings. — The  buildings  and  every  part  of  the  premises  are  in 
perfectly  good  order ;  as  is  also  the  *'  Stirling  Castle  "  Hulk,  which, 
since  the  removal  of  the  invalid  establishment,  in  October  last,  to 
Woolwich,  has  been  placed  under  my  superintendence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant^ 

H.  B.  Rose,  Governor. 
The  Chairman  and  Directors  of 
Convict  Prisons. 
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No.  5. 

Rbtubic  of  the  Disposal  of  Convict  Laboub,  showing  the  Average 
Daily  Number  employed  for  each  Public  Department  and  at  different 
kindts  of  Prison  Work,  the  Number  Non-«ffective,  and  the  proportion 
per  cent,  of  each  upon  the  whole  Average  Number  in  the  Prison 
throughout  the  Year. 


Oovernor't 
Report. 


Department. 

Daily  STer- 
age  number 
employed. 

Proportion  per  cent,  on  whole  Number 
in  Prison. 

Admibaltt  : 

Dockyard 

• 

561 

56*686 

^ 

Clarence  Yard 

• 

71 

7195 

•    M^IO 

•\ 

HaalarHoq[»ital      • 

- 

47 

4-7S9 

J 

•    74,480 

Qun  Wharf    - 

• 

65 

5*560 

1 

Soathsea  Esplanade 

. 

2 

•217 

•      5-870 

Portaea    Boad   Commia- 

"^ 

skmers 

• 

1 

•093 

J 

Carpentera     • 

5 

•547 

■\ 

•    87*953 

MaM>Da,&c   -       - 

7 

•675 

Smiths  ... 

6 

•684 

Pointers 

4 

•406 

Bakers           • 

7 

•711 

Boatmen 

5 

^73 

Shoemakers   • 

16 

1-574 

.    13-473 

13-473 

Tailors 

IS 

1-349 

Washers 

S5 

8-569 

Cooks    ... 

10 

•967 

Bookbinders  and  Clerks 

10 

1*053 

Cleaners 

13 

1-351 

Pumpers 

U 

1174 

Kox-Effbctivm  :— 

Sick      .        -        . 

so 

9-055 

• 

School  ... 

65 

8*573 

Confinement,  &c    - 

la 

1*077 

•    12*047 

12*047 

12-047 

rnmelost       - 

9 

342 

. 

989 

100^ 

100- 

100- 

100* 

Gbnebal  Abstbaot  of  CoiTYiCT  Iaboiol   Year  1856. 


Department 

Value  of  Work 
performed. 

Total 

No.  of 

Prisoners 

employed. 

Average 

daily 
Number. 

percent. 

on  whole 
No.  in 
Prison. 

Average 

d^ 

Yalueper 

ManV 

Average 
Value  per 
Man  per 
Day  of 
10  Hours 

Admiraltt 
War  Dbpastmbnt 

SOITTHSBA  ESPLAHADB 

PoBTSBA  Road  Comiis- 

8IONER8  >           .           - 

Fbisok  (effectiyes) 
„    (non-effectiTes)  - 

£          B.    d. 

24,688  10    6 

1,995  11    8 

77  14    0 

S3  12    0 
3,600     4    6 

211,052^ 
17,105 
666 

288 
41,445 
37,066 

679 

55 

2 

1 
133 
119 

69- 
6- 

13* 
12- 

«.    d, 
2     4 
2     4 
2     4 

2     4 
1     8} 

s.     d. 
2     6i 
2     6i 
2     6i 

2     6i 
1  lOi 

Total        .        £ 

30,395  12    8 

307,622i 

989 

100- 

1   Hi 

2    H 

K2 
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^'S^JJJJ'*  Number  of  working  days  in  the  year 
—      Average  nomber  of  working  hoars  per  day 

Average  number  of  men  in  prison  (working  days) 
Average  number  effective  for  labour  ... 


Average  value  per  man  per  annum  (effectives)  -  •  • 
Average  value  per  man  per  annum,  including  non-effectives 
Average  value  per  man  per  day  (effectives)  .        •        . 

Average  value  per  man  per  day,  including  non-effectives 


No. 
311 

989 
870 

£    9.    d. 

34  18    9 
30  14    8 
0    2    3 
0     1  11| 


Appendix  D. 
DisTBiBunoN  of  Tdcb,  distinguishing  the  Longest  and  Shortest  Days. 


Longest  Day. 

Shortest  Day. 

Priflonert  riie,  wash  themselves, 
make  beds,  dean  edls  and 
-wards           ... 

JLM,           JLIC       B.1L 

5.15  to   6.0  -0  45 

5.80  to 

A.1L       K.  X. 

6.15-0  45 

Breakfitft(]iieliidliig  serring  oat) 

6.0    „    6.40-6  40 

6.15  „ 

7.0  »0  45 

Morning  Fmyers  (indoding  nn* 
loddng  and  removing  to  and 
fro)  - 

6.40  „    7.0  -0  20 

7.0    „ 

7.20-0  20 

Labour    (inchiding    mnstering 
and  going  to  and  from  work) 

7.0    „  19.0  -5     0 

7.20  „ 

12.0  -4  40 

Dinner,  indoding  serring  out), 

12.0    „     1.5  -1     5 

12.0    „ 

P.M. 

1.5   -1     5 

Labour  (indoding  mnstering  and 
going  to  and  from  work) 

1.5    „    6.0  -4  55 

1.5    „ 

4.0  -2  55 

Evening  prayers  and  lecture  (in- 
dndingtimefor  unlocking,  &c) 

6.0    „    6.30-0  30 

4.0    „ 

4.30-0  30 

Supper  (faKauding  senring  out)  - 

6.30  „    7.15-0  45 

4.30  „ 

5.40-1  10 

ting,  and  reading  in  cells 

7.15  „    7.45-0  30 

5.40  „ 

6.45-1     5 

night            -           .           - 

7.45  „    S.O  -0  15 

6.45  „ 

7.0  -0  15 

Total      -       . 

14  45 

13  30 

Abstract  or  thb  Fobeooikg. 


Longest  B^r. 

Shortest  Bqr. 

B.1C.. 

H.  M. 

Hours  of  labour 

9  55 

7  35 

Meal  hours      - 

2  30 

3    0 

Prayers           .           .           - 

0  60 

0  60 

In-door  occupation 

1  30 

2     5 

14  45 

13  30 
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Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  Portsmouth  Prison,  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March  1857. 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks 
Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants  f- 
Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment -  .  -  -  .  . 
Bations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 
Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants  -            - 
Victualling  prisoners        -                  ... 
Clothing,  &c.  for  prisoners            -            -            - 
Bedding  for  prisoners            -            -            -        -         - 
Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &c.     •>            •              - 
Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick)        -            -        - 
Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 
liberation              -            -            -            .        -          - 
Gratuities  to  prisoners  -            -          -            - 
Furniture  and  fittings                 •            -            .            - 
Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c.        -    •        -      - 
Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes         -            -             - 
Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs 
Soap,  scouring,  and  cleaning  articles 
Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops             .             -          -             - 
Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c.             -                 -          - 
Various  small  disbursements            -            -            -       • 
Bent,  rates,  and  taxes        ...          -            - 


risen,  for  tl 

le       Ckwemorli 

Eeport. 

£         8. 

d. 

3,071    8 

9 

5,648    6 

3 

469    0 

4 

1,441  18 

5 

831  18 

9 

10,738  16 

10 

3,648  16 

3 

66  10 

1 

81    0 

6 

152  10 

10 

602    2 

H 

2,211  14 

9 

85    6 

5 

59  14 

8 

1,106    3 

6 

289    5 

1 

461     7 

8 

29  14 

0 

3    7 

6 

555  19 

2 

291    5 

0 

Total      .  -        -  j£31,846    7  OJ 

Deduct — ^Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of 

productive  labour  -        -  -  -  -  522  10  9 

Net  expenditure  -  ^31,323  16  3^ 
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JLeptai, 


IL 


CHAPLAINS  REPORT. 


Convict  Prison^  Portsmouth^ 
c^^^'i  GsNTLEMEN,  January  10,  1857. 

In  submittmg  my  annual  Report  of  the  moral  and  religious 
condition  of  the  prisoners  during  the  past  year,  I  may  with  thank- 
fulness state  that  the  uneasy  feeling  which  had  prevailed  amongst  the 
penal  servitude  men  ever  since  their  conviction,  manifesting  itself 
during  the  summer  in  mutinous  and  insubordinate  conduct,  has  gra- 
dually died  away.  It  is  pleasing  to  add  that  in  subduing  this  partial 
outbreak,  no  measures  of  great  severity  seem  to  have  been  called  for. 
One  case,  that  of  a  murderous  assault  upon  an  officer  of  the  prison, 
was  taken  to  Winchester,  and  sentence  of  death  recorded  against  the 
delinquent.  There  have  been,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  more  cases  of 
Insolent  and  threatejiing  language  during  the  past  year ;  and  though 
I  would  fain  put  many  of  them  on  the  category  of  idle  threats,  all 
froth  and  bravado,  yet  frequent  reference  made  to  me,  on  my  visits  to 
the  separate  cells,  of  the  murder  of  the  assistant-surgeon  of  the 
*^  Briton,**  and  dark  hints  as  to  other  officers  exposing  themselves  to 
a  similar  fate  if  they  did  not  mind  what  they  were  about,  compel  the 
conclusion  in  my  mind  that  a  worse  feeling  than  heretofore  has 

Erevailed  amongst  the  prisoners.  I  and  my  worthy  colleague  have 
iboured  to  allay  this  root  of  bitterness,  and  in  most  cases  with  suc- 
cess ;  to  God  be  all  the  praise  I  It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  what 
terrible  consequences  might  ensue,  if  the  men  did  not,  generally 
speaking,  come  out  of  the  punishment  cells  with  better  feelings  than 
they  took  in.  The  salutary  effisct  of  solitary  confinement  with  its 
usual  concomitant,  bread  and  water,  will  not  be  denied ;  but  ^^  the 
word  spoken  in  due  season "  in  the  chaplain's  daily  visit  "how  good 

There  are  no  particular  features  in  the  management  of  the  school 
which  need  to  be  pointed  out,  the  plans  and  system  adopted  being 
with  very  little  variation  the  same  from  year  to  year.  The  instruc- 
tion imparted  answers  very  satisfactorily  the  end  proposed,  which  is 
to  furnish  to  those  who  care  for  it  a  plain  education  based  on  God's 
"Word.  The  majority  of  the  prisoners  are  quite  sensible  of  the  golden 
opportunity  thus  afforded  them,  and  ^'  earnestly  covet  **  this  amongst 
**tne  best  gifts.'*  I  seem  to  think  that  there  has  been  a  greater 
interest  manifested  for  the  Work  amongst  the  poor  a-b-c-d-anians  of 
the  third  class.    I  haVb  il^en  some  very  pleasing  instances  of  a 
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marked  improyement  in  their  reading  and  writing; — ^and  I  say  tlus  ^^^^Sj^ 
without  disparagement  to  the  exertions  made  amongst  the  men  of  the  — 
two  upper  classea  But  if  we  consider  that  most  of  the  men  of  the 
third  class  are  those  to  whom  the  very  rudiments  of  knowledge  were  ao 
Chinese  or  Hindu  before  they  became  prisoners,  and  whose  Imrd  hands 
never  handled  anything  but  a  pickaxe  or  a  shovel^  wh;p  it  is  some- 
thing little  less  than  marvellous  to  see  them  reading  the  Word  of  Life 
and  wielding  ^^  the  pen  of  the  ready  writer."  They  have  reason  to 
bless  the  Lord  both  for  his  judgment  and  his  mercy.  The  effort, 
however,  required  s  very  often  a  mighty  one.  A  prisoner,  who  for 
the  first  three  years  of  his  time  had  never  been  able  to  master  the 
alphabet,  but  who  afterwards  made  almost  superhuman  exertions  to 
learn  to  read,  has  been  seen  to  sit  down  quite  exhausted,  with  the 
perspiration  pouring  down*his  face. 

I  must  not  omit  to  testify  to  the  zeal  and  ability  which  the  School- 
masters evince  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  duties,  and  to  the  sincere 
interest  they  take  in  the  improvement  of  tb^ir  respective  classes. 

The  Scripture  Reader  has,  in  addition  to  his  own  peculiar  depart- 
ment, rendered  efficient  service  in  the  school,  so  that  no  class  in  the 
absence  of  its  master  has  been  left  unattended  to. 

The  Scripture  Keader  and  Schoolmasters  visit  the  prisoners  in  their 
cells  during  the  winter  evenings  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  them 
in  their  private  studies ;  the  tune,  however,  allowed  for  this  is  so 
short,  that  much  general  good  cannot  be  expected  though  the  indi- 
vidual visited  may  he  much  benefitted.  Still  me  practice  affords  great 
opportunities  for  perception  of  character,  and  is  the  means  of  collec- 
ting much  information  relative  to  those  men,  who,  owing  to  their 
go^  conduct  or  good  health,  do  not  come  under  the  Chaplain's 
notice  either  in  the  separate  cells  or  tha  infirmary. 

The  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Chaplain  to  the  prison  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  was  as  unexpected  by  me  as  it  has  proved  satis- 
factory. The  schedule  of  increased  duties,  in  consequence  of  this 
appointment,  submitted  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  directors,  will  be 
found,  I  hope,  to  have  been  fully  carried  out. 

Daily  prayers  and  visits  from  both  Chaplains,  regular  daily  expo- 
sitions of  Scripture  by  the  Reader,  good  books  frequently  changed, 
together  with  kind  treatment,  active  nurses,  great  cleanliness,  quiet- 
ness, and  order,  combine  to  make  the  infirmary  a  lazaretto  for  body 
and  soul.  The  patients  themselves,  though  looking  upon  liberty  as 
the  best  of  all  things,  better  than  health  itself,  are  sensibly  impressed 
with  the  comforts  that  surroimd  them.  Still  some,  in  their  last  ill-* 
ness,  shudder  at  the  thought  of  dying  in  the  infirmary  of  a  convict 
prison,  to  be  buried  in  a  convict  cemetery  ;  and  it  is  a  natural  feeling ; 
It  is  a  bitter  thing  to  die  in  such  a  place,  but  bow  much  more  so,  if 
there  be  an  absence  of  all  Christian  hope,  and  joy,  and  peace  in  be* 
lieving,  and  nothing  to  smooth  down  the  pillow  of  death  I  Seven 
deaths  have  taken  place  in  the  infirmary  during  the  year ;  one, however, 
wasthat  of  a  prisoner  who,  when  the  invalids  of  the  "  Stirling  Castle" 
were  transferred  to  Woolwich,  was  too  ill  to  be  moved  so  far;  his 
end  was  singularly  peaceful  and  happy. 

The  prisoners'  library  consists  of  very  nearly  3,000  vdumes^  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200  Partimouth  Prison  {Appendix). 

'  ciiApiain*!  parU  of  volumes^  as  I  have  been  induced  to  divide  some  works  into 
•Beport.  ggy^j^l  parts  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  brisker  circulation. 
There  has  been  no  increase  made  to  the  number  this  year,  owing  to  an 
objection  taken  to  several  books  demanded  by  the  Chaplain,  the  want 
of  which  will  be  very  much  regretted.  I  have  endeavoured  to  render 
the  catalogue  so  comprehensive,  in  moderation,  as  to  make  the  applica- 
tion  for  the  use  of  private  books  quite  unnecessary.  The  actual  con- 
dition of  the  library  is  very  creditable  to  the  men  as  well  as  to  the 
Scripture  Reader,  under  whose  management  I  have  placed  it,  and  whose 
vigilant  inspection  of  all  issues  and  returns  tends  in  no  slight  degree 
to  arrest  the  deterioration  which  would  otherwise  take  place. 

The  separate  or  punishment  cells  are  visited  twice  daily  by  the 
Chaplains,  and  much  time  often  spent  there.  Wc  have  no  complaint 
to  make  of  the  manner  in  which  the  men  under  punishment  receive 
us;  it  is  generally  respectful  A  few  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prison- 
ers have  lately  taken  it  into  their  heads,  that  we  have  no  right  to 
visit  them ;  one,  in  particular,  two  or  three  times  walked  out  of  his 
cell  the  moment  I  entered  it.  But  addressing  them  in  a  kind  and 
friendly  manner,  and  conversing  with  them  on  common  points  of 
faith,  has  in  most  cases  allayed  *  their  prejudice  against  us,  and  made 
our  visits  more  endurable. 

The  Bible  classes,  which  meet  for  the  reading  and  expounding  of 
the  Scriptures  every  Sunday  afternoon^  have,  1  am  very  pleased  to 
say  it,  increased  much  during  the  last  twelve  months.  Like  every 
other  ordinance  or  means  of  grace  upon  which  the  attendance  is 
voluntary,  it  brings  upon  the  **  comers  thereunto,"  constant  annoyance, 
and  at  times  virulent  persecution.  Greater  attention  to  the  Scrip- 
tural lesson  and  exposition,  or  a  deeper  anxiety  to  acquire  that  *^  faith 
that  Cometh  by  hearing,"  I  have  seldom  witnessed. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  LfOrd's  Supper  has  been  administered  four 
times  in  the  chapel,  and  once  in  the  infirmary  at  the  request  of  several 
prisoners  who  had  lost  the  opportunity  of  attending  it  on  the  pre- 
vious Sabbath.     The  number  of  communicants  has  not  increased. 

The  system  to  which  the  men  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  are 
now  subjected  wiU^  I  feel  assured,  be  found  more  satisfactory  to  the 
prisoners  themselves,  as  they  begin  to  understand  and  appreciate  it 
better.  It  has  already  lost  much  of  the  prejudice  that  attached  to  it. 
They  had  been  encouraged  to  hope  that  m  this,  as  in  all  other  plans, 
their  sood  conduct  womd  procure  for  them  a  remission  of  a  portion 
of  their  time ;  and  though  they  found  that  they  hoped  against  the 
positive  statement  of  the  notice,  they  still  hoped  on^  until  the  blue 
anit^  the  distinctive  dress  of  the  last  stage,  made  its  appearance  on 
parade.  The  prevalent  idea  at  the  present  moment  is,  that  there 
will  be  no  remission,  except  in  very  special  cases.  Their  minds  are 
consequently  more  reconciled  than  they  were  to  what  at  first  proved 
a  bitter  disappointment,  and  they  begin  to  think  less  scornfully  than 
they  professed  to  do  of  the  little  advantages  attached  to  each  succes- 
sive stage ;  and  should  there  be  after  all,  some,  even  slight,  remission  of 
time,  if  it  serve  only  to  mark  the  distinction  between  difierent  degrees 
of  character  and  conduct,  and  prove  that  the  ffood  and  bad  wiU  not 
in  any  respect,  fare  alike,  I  shall  anticipate  die  happiest  results  to 
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flow  from  a  878tem  so  thoughtfullj  deTised^  and  so  full  of  healthy  ^r^JS* 
stimulus  and  encouragement  — 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  working 
of  the  ticket-of-leave  system,  beyond  reiterating  the  opinion  I  ex- 
pressed in  my  last  Keport,  that,  in  the  face  of  much  obloquy  and 
ribaldry  in  high  places,  it  has  succeeded  beyond  our  anticipations. 
Where  one  discharged  prisoner  has  relapsed  into  crime,  often  from 
*8heer  destitution,  scores  are  doing  well,  **  providing  things  honest  in  the 
sight  of  all  men,'*  unknown  to  their  nearest  neighbours  as  ticket-of- 
leave  holders,  "  studying  to  be  quiet  and  to  work."  I  enclose  a 
schedule  (No.  I.)  showing  the  number  of  Iprisoners  recommended  for 
their  ticket-of-leave  during  the  year,  and  the  nature  of  the  references 
submitted  to  the  Chaplain,  whether  satisfactory  or  not. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Geo.  Wm.  Livesat, 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  Chaplain, 

of  Convict  Prisons. 


No.  L — Statetent  showing  the  Number  of  Prisoners  reconmiended  for 
Licence  during  the  year  1856,  and  references,  whether  satisfactory 
or  not. 


No. 

SatiKfhc- 

Unsatis- 

No 

Cannot 

Month. 

recom* 

tory 

ftctory  re- 

answer to 

give  a  re- 

mended. 

refermoes. 

ferences. 

Circular. 

ference. 

January      -         -          - 

51 

21 

5 

3 

22 

FebmaSry        -        -        - 

43 

12 

5 

3 

23 

March    - 

44 

14 

4 

3 

23 

April       -      -          -      - 

40 

13 

3 

3 

21 

May      -      .        . 

34 

8 

9 

2 

15 

JlH»         .         -         .       . 

11 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Jdy    -        -         -        . 

35 

14 

5 

3 

13 

Angnst  -      -            -      - 

27 

4 

2 

1 

20 

September  ... 

S 

3 

0 

3 

2 

October-        ... 

13 

3 

1 

0 

9 

KoTember          -        -    - 

16 

3 

1 

3 

9 

December     -        -          • 

4 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Total     - 

326 

100 

37 

28 

161 

1 
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^SSSt,  III. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,  Portsmouth  Prison,  Jan.  10,  1857.  . 

In  submittmg  the  medical  statistical  report  of  this  establish- 
ment for  the  past  year,  I  beg  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  annexed 
tabular  forms.  Tables  No.  1  and  2  will  show  the  amount  and  cha- 
racter of  disease  admitted  to  the  infirmary,  as  well  as  those  remaining 
under  treatment  31st  December  1855,  with  the  number  of  deaths  for 
that  period,  and  discharges  consequent  upon  a  restoration  to  health. 

One  death  was  the  result  of  accident,  fi*acture  of  the  skull ;  another 
occurred  in  a  prisoner  shortly  after  his  admission,  and  had  been  pre- 
viously recommended  pardon  on  medical  grounds.  The  remainder 
died  from  natural  causes,  as  exhibited  in  Tables  No.  3  and  5. 

Table  No.  4  will  explain  the  number  of  convicts  removed  to 
the  invalid  depdt  at  Portsmouth  and  Dartmoor  prison,  and  the 
various  causes  assigned  of  their  unfitness  for  the  labour  of  this  esta- 
blishment, their  physical  condition  on  reception  here  in  many  instances 
being  inferior  to  that  of  other  prisoners  admitted  in  previous  years. 
Table  No.  6  refers  to  the  entire  body  of  convicts  for  the  year,  from 
whence  received,  and  under  what  circumstances  discharged  from  the 
strength  of  this  prison. 

The  admissions  to  the  infirmary  have  not  increased,  but  several  of 
the  accidents  have  been  very  severe,  fracture  in  two  instances  requir- 
ing amputation. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  have  been  free  from  epidemics,  includ- 
ing small-pox,  which  last  year  was  so  destructive,  although  diarrhcBa 
raged  to  some  extent  in  the  months  of  January  and  August,  caused 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  use  of  an  inferior  apd  unsound  potato, 
and  secondly  from  atmospheric  influence. 

Mental  afiections  have  been  but  few ;  the  prisoner  J.  L.  being 
still  with  us,  although  twice  declared  insane  and  removed  to  Beth- 
lem.  Two  attempts  have  been  made  at  self-destruction,  but  happily 
prevented. 

\  Table  No.  7  alludes  to  the  health  of  the  subordinate  officers,  but 
has  no  reference  to  the  medical  attendance  required  by  their  families. 

The  buildings  continue  nearly  as  at  last  report,  the  ventilation  in  the 
separates  being,  however,  somewhat  improved ;  but  the  puinp-house 
being  so  contiguous  to  the  closets  continues  unwholesome,  although 
every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  diminish  tiie  noxious  smells. 

Mr.  Bridgen,  the  infirmary  warder,  has  been  most  efficient  and 
faitiiful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  those  connected  with  him 
in  this  department  have  given  great  satisfaction. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

J.  W.  Bowler,  Surgeon,  UN., 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  Medical  Officer, 

of  Convict  Prisons. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Di$ea$e$  qfPaiienh  admHied  into  the  Infirmary. 


203 


Tablx  No.  1. 


Bflporl. 


Abstract  of  the  Diseases  of  Patients  admitted  into  the  Infirmary  of  the      —  ' 
Portsmouth  Convict  Pbison  for  the  year  1856. 


ffifMt'ping 

Admitted 

"R^mrnuntng 

Dueaiet. 

SlstDec. 
1855. 

sinee. 

Died. 

Discharged. 

31st  Dec 
1856. 

Pebrile  diseaiet,  &e. 

• 

Febricnlm 

- 

^^ 

2S 

_ 

21 

1 

Fhlegmonoiit  inflanimatioBi 

.. 

35 

__ 

95 

BrynpelM 

- 

1 

__ 

1 

Uiticaria- 

. 

_ 

Hental  diseaMS. 

Vertigo  -        -        - 

. 

, 

_ 

_ 

Mania     -        -        - 

• 

-  , 

1 



_^ 

Bpilepda- 

. 

_ 

o 

^_ 

___ 

Biaeases  of  the  chest,  &c 

CynaDche  tondllaria 

. 

^^ 

__^ 

Bronchitis 

. 

^^ 

__ 

Catarrhos 

• 

S5 

34 

1 

FhfMsis  . 

- 

, 



1 

Hsemoptjrsis     •        « 

. 

.^_ 

1 



Pnenmonia 

. 

1 

1 

6 

Asthma  -        .        - 

. 

1 

Pleurodynia     - 

. 

_^ 

1 

Of  the  heart 

F&lpitatio  cordis 

- 

1 

__ 

2 



• 

„., 

1 

Carditis   - 

- 

„_ 

1 



Diseases  of  the  primsB  yis. 

Dyspepsia 

- 

_ 

17 

16 

1 

Constipatio 

- 

1 

,  , 

4 

DiarrhoBa 

• 

._ 

10 

10 

Hsmorrhois     - 

- 

1 

■ 

1 

Prolapsosani   • 

• 

_ 

, 

1 

^S^^    r    I 

- 

— 

— 

1 
1 

— 

Urinary  diseases. 

Tesdtis   ... 

. 

1 

1 

1 

^_ 

Cystitis  -        .       . 

. 

T 

1 

__^ 

Smctnres         •        - 

. 

«„ 

1 



Of  the  eye. 

Ophthalmia 

. 

_ 

, 

s 

1 

Of  nndition,  &c 

Rheomatism     - 

. 

1 

__ 

6 

Pebilitas- 

. 



3 

Scrofbla  ... 

• 

, 

a 

Lumbago 

. 

1 

«^ 

1 

21 

Psoas  abscess  • 

• 

..^ 

1 



AocidenlB,&c* 

Contoao  ... 

. 

8 

89 

_ 

83 

9 

Ynhms    ... 

• 

so 

_^ 

28 

8 

Practores 

. 

1 

1 

5 

Abscesses 

• 

Ulcns      . 

. 

1 



Variccse  tobs  . 

• 

„_ 

^ 

Tomcnrs 

• 

. 

,  _^ 



Sprains           ... 

. 

_ 

_ 

Of  the  skin,  &c 

Psoriasis-        -       - 

• 

..M 

__ 

_ 

Lepra  Tnlgaris - 

• 

_ 

.. 

-   - 

Ho-pes    .       -       - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total       - 

8 

SIS 

7 

290 

23 
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Portsmouth  Prison  (Appendix). 


Table  No.  2. 

A  Table  showing  the  Number  of  Prisoners  Treated  in  the  Infirmary  and 
the  other  parts  of  the  Prison  for  each  Month  during  the  Tear  1856. 


Month. 

•Number 
Remaining 

in  the 
Infirmary 
the  montii 
previous. 

Number 

Admitted 

during  the 

month. 

Number 

Died 

during  the 

month. 

Number 
Discharged 
during  the 

mon^ 

Number 

in  the 

Infirmary 

atthe«ndof 

the  month. 

Number 
Treated  at 
the  Casual 
Sick  Visite 
and  other 
parte  of  the 

Prison. 

January 

8 

26 

— 

19 

15 

1,949 

February     - 

15 

25 

— 

20 

20 

2,191 

March 

20 

30 

— 

34 

16 

2,085 

April 

16 

29 

2 

27 

16 

1,988 

May- 

16 

27 

1 

30 

12 

1,716 

June« 

12 

24 

1 

19 

16 

1,315 

July  . 

16 

22 

— 

25 

13 

1,982 

August 

13 

32 

— 

25 

20 

2,439 

September  - 

20 

31 

1 

32 

18 

1,519 

October 

18 

23 

— 

25 

16 

1,352 

November   - 

16 

20 

1 

17 

18 

1,185 

December    - 

18 

23 

1 

17 

23 

1,273 

Total    - 

- 

312 

7 

290 

- 

20,994 
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OflkMT'a' 

Beport*- 


Table  No.  5. 

Retusn  of  Deaths,  with  the  Daily  Average  Number  of  Prisoners  in 
Confinement^  of  Sick  in  the  Infirmary,  and  of  Casual  Sick  treated  in 
the  other  parts  of  the  Prison  ;  also  showing  the  Per-centage  of  Deaths, 
and  of  Sick  in  the  Infirmary  on  the  Total  Number  remaining  and  ad- 
mitted during  the  Tear  1856. 


Deaths. 

Daily 

Average 

Number  of 

Prisoners 

inCopi- 
finem^t 

Daily 
Average 
Number  of 
Sick  in  the 
Infirmary. 

Daily 

Ayerage 

Number  of 

Casual 

Sick. 

Per- 
centage 

of 
Deaths. 

Pei^ 
centage 
of  Sick 

mthe 
Infirmary. 

Total 

Number 

admitted 

and 

during 
the  year. 

7 

986-iS30 

16-857 

57"517 

0*042 

19-070 

1636 

Table  No.  6. 

Abstract  of   the  Nukbeb  of  Pbisoners  Keceived,  Remoyed,  and 
Remaining  from  1st  January  to  31st  Decemher  1856. 


Beceived. 


Na 


HemoYed. 


Na 


Prom  ^^bank  Prison 
„  Pentonville  „  - 
i»  Parkhurst  „  • 
„  Portland  „  - 
„  Wakefield  „  - 
„     Leeds  „    - 

„  Preston  „  - 
M  Dartmoor  „  • 
„  Leicester  „  • 
^     Bath 

„     Reading        „    - 
„     Metropolitan  Police 
„     Gibraltar,    yiA    the 

"Euxine"  - 
„     "Warrior"  Hulk 
„     "Stirling  Castle" 
„    Bethlem  Lunatic 

StGeorgeVin-the-! 

London 
Remaining   in   the  prison, 
January  1856 

Total    .       . 


ship' 

lam. 
Ids, 

1st 


-} 


164 

118 

22 

2 

132 

2 

22 

45 

32 

6 

16 

37 


3 
13 


1,019 


1,636 


Transfisned  to  Millbank  Prison    - 
„  PentouTille  „ 

„  Portland       „ 

„  "Defence"  Hulk   - 

"Warrior^    „      - 
„  Winchester  Gaol  - 

Embarked  for  Western  Australia 

„  Gibraltar 

Inyalided  to  Dartmoor  Prison 

„         «  Stirling  Ca8tle"Hulk 

„         Bethlem  Lunatic  Asy- 1 

lum«  StGeorge's-in-  V 

the-Pields,  London  J 

Died  -        -        -        - 

Discharged  on  expiration  of  sen- 1 

tence  -        -        -        -        -   j 

Discharged  by  Licence 

„         „    Pardon         • 
Escapied      ..... 
Remaining  in    the   prison   Slstl 
December  1856   -       -        -  j 

Total    - 


7 
8 
5 
8 

4 
1 

72 
100 

51 
7 


7 

6 

349 
2 
1 

1,018 


1,636 
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Table  No.  7. 

A  Return  showing  the  Diseases  of  Officebs,  with  the  Total  Num- 
ber of  Dajs  of  Absence,  and  Average  Number  of  Days  of  Absence 
to  each  Officer  on  the  Total  Strength  of  the  Prison,  exclusiye  of  Superior 
Officers,  for  the  Year  ending  1866. 


Bueaaes. 

Number 

of 
Caaea. 

Diaeaaea. 

Number 

of 
Caaea. 

Febris  .... 

7 

Srongbt  forward    • 

80 

PUegmoa        - 

3 

Ocorrhalgia    - 

CtOMiA            ... 

87 

Bheomatiam  ... 

10 

Fkienmonia       ... 

3 

LunlMigo       ... 

Cynanche  tOTsilUrif     - 

3 

DeMity 

Hepatitis          .           .           - 

8 

.fidemmoffeet 

XHarrhcBa 

14 

Herpea           ... 

Djipepaia        ... 

3 

Abaeeaa 

Hflemorriioids  ... 

1 

y  arieoae  veina 

Conatipation     .           .           - 

5 

Ckmtaaiona     ... 

SI 

Ophthahnia      - 

2 

Vnhiiia 

Total       - 

80 

126 

Total  strength  of  ofBcera  •           -           -           •           -           •  120 

Total  casea  of  diaeaae        .-•.--  126 

Total  nunber  of  days  of  abaenoe             ....  1,151 
ATerage  nmnber  of  days  of  absence  to  each  oi&cer  oq  total 

str^gth           ..•..-.  9*591 


Offloer'i 
Beport. 
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DARTMOOR    PRISON. 


REPORT, 

For  the  Year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Dartmoor  Prison,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Acts  6  Geo.  IV.  cap.  84.  and  13  &  14  Vict.  cap.  39. ; — 
specifying  the  State  of  the  Buildings;  the  Behaviour  and 
Conduct  of  the  Officers  of  the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts ; 
the  Amount  of  the  Earnings  of  the  Convicts,  and  the 
Expense  of  the  Prison  ;  and  such  other  Matters  relating 
to  the  Discipline  and  Management  thereof  as  they  shall 
*  deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary  of  States  shall  direct. 

Presented  to  both  Houses  qf  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 

To  THE  Right  Honourable  Sir  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

Snt,  46,  Flarliament  Street,  1867. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  our  annual  Report 
on  Dartmoor  Convict  Prison  for  the  year  1856. 

Buildings. 

The  buildings  are  in  a  good  and  sound  condition ;  neither  Buudings. 
have  there  been  any  considerable  alterations  or  .repairs  during 
the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  conversion  of  two  wards  of 
No.  1  prison,  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  100  weak- 
minded  men,  and  whom  we  propose  to  separate  from  the  rest 
of  the  prisoners. 

Conduct  of  the  Officers. 

The  very  important  duties  of  the  superior  officers  of  this  ^"J^^ 
prison  establishment  have  been  conducted  with  much  zeal 
tod    attention.     Mr.    Morrish,    the   Governor,   has   fully 
realized  the  opinion   formed  of  his  capabilities  for  con-^ 
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216  Darimocr  Prison. 

dttctiog  the  peculiar  duties  of  a  prison  composed  chiefly  of 
invalids  employed  in  agriculture. 

The  duties  of  the  Chaplain's  department  have  been 
zealously  performed  by  the  Chaplain  and  Assistant  Chap- 
lain, who  have  been  satisfactorily  aided  by  the  schoolmasters. 

Dr.  Campbell,  till  lately  the  principal  Medical  Officer, 
continued  to  devote  his  time  and  talents  both  to  the  health 
of  the  prisoners  and  the  sanitary  condition  and  objects  of 
the  prison.  His  annexed  Report  will  fully  prove  this.  We 
contmi^e  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  zealous  aid  afforded 
him  by  the  Assistant  Surgeon. 

The  conduct  of  the  suoordinate  officers  and  servants  of 
the  prison  has  been  generally  satisfactory ;  misconduct  on 
their  part  has  been  less  frequent  than  %t  any  former  period 
since  the  formation  of  the  prison. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  the  Prisoners. 


1,617 


Nnmberaod 
disponlof 

Remaining 
Received  d 

in  confinement  Ist  of  January 

1866- 

937 

thepii- 
•onera. 

uring  the  year 

- 

- 

580 

Removed  to  Millbank  - 

^ 

^ 

13 

99 

Pentonville 

- 

. 

1 

99 

Portsmonth 

. 

- 

45 

i> 

«*  Warrior'' Hulk  - 

. 

. 

12 

W 

"  Stirling  Castle  "  Hulk 

. 

- 

28 

99 

''Defence**  Hulk  - 

- 

- 

J7 

» 

Western  Australia - 

• 

. 

12 

3> 

Lunatic  Asylum    - 
Exeter  Gaol 

• 

_ 

6 

» 

. 

- 

7 

Discharged  by  free  pardons 

- 

- 

9 

99 

Orders  of  licence 

- 

. 

307 

3> 

Medical  groimds 

- 

- 

1 

• 

Spedal 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Escapes 
DeaUis 

-            -            - 

- 

- 

4 

... 

• 

. 

34 

Total  -  .  -    502 

Remaining  in  confinement  Slst  December  1856  1,015 

^-^^^ 

Tw»tment  Treatment  and  Condition  of  the  Prisoners. 

andoondi*  *^ 

priiSLwf  During  the  past  year  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  has 
been  in  accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Governor,  whether  their  condition  was  that  of  con- 
victs undergoing  sentences  of  transportation  or  penal  servi- 
tude. Their  food  and  clothing  are  sufficient,  and  their 
employment  has  been  duly  regulated,  under  the  direction  of 
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the  Medical  Officers,  according  to  the  physical  abilities 
of  each  individual.  They  have  all  had  the  regulated  amount 
of  school  instruction,  and  all  practical  opportunities  of  moral 
and  religious  improvement  The  Chaplain's  remarks,  in 
his  Repjort,  speak  very  hopefully  on  this  subject.  Every 
application  and  complaint  made  to  the  Visiting  Director  has 
been  duly  inquired  into  and  disposed  of. 

Health. 

All  particulars  of  the  diseases,  and  the  general  state  of  Heiatk. 
health  of  the  prisoners,  are  given  fully  in  the  Medical 
Officer's     annexed     annual    Report,     and    accompanying 
Tables.     The  deaths  during  the  year  have  been  34. 

Conduct  of  the  Prisoners. 

"  There  are  but  very  few  able-bodied  prisoners  at  this  esta-  conduct  of 
blishment  at  present,  and  as  a  consequence  the  reports  of  iSiSi!" 
prison  offences  are  more  frequent  than  in  ordinary  prisons ; 
still,  the  conduct  of  a  large  majority  of  the  men  has  been 
satisfactory.  The  Governor,  in  his  Report,  states — "  In  an 
**  invalid  prison,  where  men  of  weak  mind,  ungovernable 
*'  temper,  and  other  permanent  diseases  form  a  large  pro- 
"  portion  of  the  number,  offences  are  always  numerous,  and 
**  swell  the  total  reports  to  an  extent  admitting  of  no  fair 
"  comparison  with  an  able-bodied  station.  It  is,  however, 
"  satisfactory  to  find,  on  referring  to  the  offences  that  have 
"  been  committed,  no  less  than  447  reports  appear  against 
"  28  prisoners,  leaving  l,l6l  reports  to  be  divided  amongst 
"  384  prisoners.** 

During  the  past  year  1,517  convicts  have  been  confined 
in  Dartmoor  Prison,  1,105  of  whom  were  never  punished  at 
this  prison ;  the  Governor  also  speaks  of  the  very  good 
effect  the  dirferent  stages  of  penal  servitude  has  had  upon 
the  class  of  prisoners  sentenced  under  the  new  Act.  These 
stages  have  stimulated  the  men  to  increased  industry  and 
renewed  exertions,  but  he  likewise  observes  that  there  still 
lingers  amongst  them  a  feeling  of  hardship  at  not  having  re- 
ceived some  remission  of  their  sentences. 

Moral  and  Religious  Improvement^  and  Progress  in  School 

Instruction. 

The  Chaplain  speaks  favourably  and  at  length  of  the  J^g^iJ^fm. 
general  state  of  the  prisoners  on  these  points  in  his  annexed  SSa"^^ 
annual  Report.  lS.tSSL. 
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Labour  and  Oetieral  Employment. 

The  prisoners  now  confined  at  Dartmoor  are,  in  almost 
every  case,  men  only  fit  for  light  labour,  consequently  the 
work  on  which  they  are  employed  consists  chiefly  in 
cutting  peat  and  farm  labour  on  the  land  in  and  about  the 
prison ;  also  in  the  necessary  artificers'  work  for  the  alteration 
and  repairs  of  the  different  prison  buildings ;  in  making  and 
repairing  the  clothing  for  the  convicts  confined  at  this 
station ;  in  washing,  baking,  cooking,  cleaning  for  the 
prison,  and  picking  oakum  for  the  dockyard  at  rlymouth. 
This  latter  employment  is  found  to  be  very  useful,  as  it 
affords  occupation  for  the  men  during  the  frequent  wet  and 
foggy  days. 

The  details  of  the  hours  of  labour  are  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix (B.)  of  the  Governor's  annexed  Report,  and  the 
particulars  of  the  work  performed  and  the  estimated  value 
of  the  labour  in  Appendix  (C.) 

The  value  of  the  farm  produce,  and  the  quantity  of  peat 
consumed  in  making  "gas**  for  the  prison  and  general 
purposes  of  fuel,  will  be  found  in  the  same  Appendix. 

Expenses. 

The  expenditure  of  the  prison,  exclusive  of  buildings, 
during  the  year  has  been  35,956/.  13^.  I^.  This  amount 
includes  1,71 7/.  15^.  Id.  as  gratuities  or  earnings  of  pri- 
soners on  discharge  with  licence,  or  otherwise,  and  is  re- 
duced by  sundry  receipts  and  value  of  productive  labour  to 
34,454/.  13^.  Od. 

Industry. 

The  Governor  reports  on  this  head  that — "  The  majority 
"  of  the  prisoners  evidence  a  willingness  to  do  as  much  as 
"  their  delicate  health  will  admit  of;  and  it  is  somewhat 
"  remarkable,  in  a  climate  so  severe  as  this,  that  the  men  are 
*^  able  to  get  through  as  much  as  they  do,  and  undertake 
"  without  murmuring  the  tasks  set  them.  This,  I  think,  is 
"  chiefly  owing  to  its  extreme  healthiness,  which  seems  to 
"  nerve  the  men  up,  and  renders  them  almost  insensible  to  its 
"  severity.** 

When  it  is  considered  that  invalids  of  every  degree  of 
bodily  infirmity  form  the  principal  population  of  this  prison, 
we  think  that  the  degree  of  industry  maintained  and  the 
amount  of  labour  performed  have  been  highly  satisfactory. 
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General  Observations. 

The  same  diflBculty  continues,  as  before  reported  on,  in  chsMnaob- 
managing  the  invalids  at  this  station,  namely,  the  large  ■*'^^***^^ 
number  of  weak-minded  men  who  form  part  of  the  esta- 
blishment; they  not  only  destroy  the  regular  course  of 
discipline,  but  they  are  very  dangerous  both  to  the  officers 
and  their  fellow  prisoners.  This  inconvenience  will  shortly 
cease,  and  they  will  be  more  immediately  placed  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Medical  OflScers  in  the  two  wards  of 
No.  1  prison,  already  alluded  to  in  this  report  under  the 
head  of  "  Buildings.** 

The  penal  servitude  men  in  this  prison  also  greatl}^  ap- 
preciate the  rewards  held  out  in  the  four  different  stages  of 
their  sentences,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  by  good  conduct 
some  slight  remission  in  the  number  of  months  they  may, 
through  misconduct  whilst  in  separate  confinement,  have 
caused  the  period  of  promoting  them  to  be  postponed. 

There  have  been  released  on  licence,  during  the  past  year, 
314  prisoners,  making  a  total  of  1,276  liberated  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act.  Of  these  69,  or  5^  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  number,  have  had  their  licences  revoked.  About  an 
equal  number  have,  we  believe,  been  brought  under  fresh 
convictions  without  forfeiture  of  licence ;  but,  taking  all 
circumstances  into  consideration,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  the' 
men  have  done  better  than  might  have  been  expected. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  R.E., 

Chairman. 

J.  M.  Gambier, 

Director  of  Convict  Prisons. 
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APPENDIX- 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,  Dartmoor  Prison^  January  8,  1857. 

'  I  HA.y£  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  of  this  prison 

for  the  year  1856,  and  I  beg,  in  the  first  place,  to  bring  under  your 
notice  the  conduct  of  the  subordinate  officers,  comprising  principal 
warders,  warders,  and  assistant  warders. 

These  officers  have,  in  their  different  grades,  performed  their  several 
and  responsible  duties  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner.  Misconduct  re- 
quiring suspension  or  reference  to  the  risiting  director  has  been  less 
frequent  during  the  year  than  in  any  former  period;  and  I  am  happy 
to  state  that  the  assistant  warders,  who  are  necessarily,  from  their 
inexperience,  the  least  efficient,  are  gradually  acquiring  an  intelligent 
and  precise  knowledge  of  their  duties,  the  majority  of  them  evincing 
qualifications  which  give  promise  that,  with  time  and  careful  training, 
they  will  make  useful  prison  officers. 

I  would  venture,  under  this  branch  of  my  report,  to  recommend 
for  your  favourable  consideration  the  propriety  of  appointing  more 
competent  instructors  for  the  children  of  the  warders,  and  of  appro- 
priating to  their  use  more  commodious  and  better  ventilated  school 
buildings  than  exist  at  present  These  officers  have  expressed  them- 
selves to  me  as  most  anxious  to  secure  for  their  families  a  higher 
standard  of  education  than  they  are  at  present  receiving. 

Disposal  of  Prisoners. 

Namber  of  prisoners  remaining  on  3l8t  December  1855         937 
Since  received,  as  per  Appendix  (A.)  -        •        .        .        580 

1,517 

Discharged,  removed,  died,  &c,  in  the  year,   as  per 

Appendix  (A)      -.----.        502 

Number  remaining  31st  December  1856        ...      1,015 

Sentences^  how  carried  out — The  discipline  to  be  observed,  as 
prescribed  in  the  rules,  both  within  the  prison  and  on  the  public 
works,  with  reference  to  the  two  classes  of  prisoners  undergoing  sen- 
tence of  transportation  and  penal  servitude,  has  been  in  the  main 
carried  out ;  but  it  is  right  I  should  mention  that  in  applying  the 
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hbaar  teet»  and  in  requiring  the  obflenrance  of  the  disdpline,  it  is 
necessary  in  many  cases  to  relax  their  seyerity,  as  fiom  tne  invalid 
condition  of  many  of  the  prisoners,  they  are  men  physically  incapable 
of  undergoing  their  fall  operation.  The  religions  instmction  of  the 
convicts  has  ^en  daily  attended  to,  and  the  nsnal  amount  of  school 
instruction  imparted.  I  r^ard  these  as  most  important  auxiliariea  in 
effecting  the  reformation  of  their  habits  of  thought  and  conduct,  and 
so  6a  assisting  to  restnun  them  from  the  comnussion  of  crime  when 
restored  to  their  liberty. 

Treatment, — The  prisoners  of  an  invalid  establishment  must 
necessarily  be  treated  different  in  many  reopects  to  that  laid  down  in 
the  prescribed  rules,  which  contemplate  the  condition  of  the  able- 
bodied  and  healthy  criminals.  It  would  be  di£5cult,  if  not  imjust,  to 
require  from  men  afflicted  with  disease,  old  age,  or  mental  infirmity, 
the  same  observance  of  the  rules  and  discipline  as  from  the  inmates 
of  an  able-bodied  prison.  Much  additional  responsibility  is,  therefore^ 
cast  on  the  officers  of  this  prison  in  adapting  the  work  and  discipline 
to  the  phymcal  capabilities  of  each  individuaL  The  health  of  a  man 
one  week  may  be  tolerably  good,  and  he  be  fit  for  work  on  the  moor, 
the  next  he  may  possibly  go  into  hospital,  and  when  discharged, 
instead  of  being  able  to  continue  the  work  in  his  former  gang,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  put  him  in  lighter  occupations,  requiring  little  or  no 
bodily  strengdi.  Thus,  it  wul  be  perceived,  the  peculimties  of  this 
establishment  reqiure  that  the  rules  should  be  modified,  so  far  as 
regards  the  health  of  the  prisoners.  With  this  reservation,  however, 
I  can  state  that  the  discipline  has  been  maintained,  and  I  hope  with 
beneficial  results.  The  exemplary  prisoners  have,  in  accordance  with 
the  rules,  received  indulgences  which  not  only  gratify  the  recipients, 
but  operate  beneficially  on  those  whose  characters  have,  so  far,  been 
less  satisfactory,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  every  privilege  consis- 
tent with  the  rules  should  be  granted  to  those  who  steadily  maintain 
their  character  both  for  industry  and  good  conduct  The  regulations 
issued  with  respect  to  the  penal  servitude  prisoners,  extending  to 
them  certain  privileges  contingent  upon  good  conduct,  have  acted 
beneficially  and  are  generally  appreciated.  The  chief  inducement, 
however,  to  good  behaviour,  viz.,  that  of  shortening  the  sentence, 
being  still  wanting,  acts,  I  fear,  unfavourably  on  the  general  body,  as 
there  is  an  apparent  absence  of  that  cheerful  industry  among  the  men 
under  this  sentence  which  manifested  itself  among  those  who  were 
under  the  sentence  of  transportation,  and  it  is,  doubtless,  felt  that 
the  greater  criminal  had  advantages  in  the  way  of  liberty  which 
are  denied  to  the  lighter  sentenced  man.  Nothing  can  possibly 
be  a  stronger  incentive  to  exemplary  conduct  than  the  prospect  of 
liberty,  and  so  long  as  this  is  withheld,  I  fear  a  depreciated  standard 
of  prison  character  must  be  expected.  During  the  year  I  have 
had  occasion  to  report  to  you  several  cases  of  attempted  suicide, 
but  none^  I  am  happy  to  say,  have  proved  fatal  From  the  absence, 
however,  of  suitable  accommodation,  and  officers  who  have  had  ex- 
perience in  the  treatment  of  men  whose  minds  are  thus  weakly, 
considerable  increased  anxiety  attaches  to  those  responsible  for  their 
safe  keeping.    You  have  already^been  pleased  to  sanction  the  altera- 
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>  tion  of'  two  of  the  open  wards  in  No!  1  prisod^  witb.^ft  yigw'  df 
placing  this  olass  of  pnsonen  more  immediately  under  the  duurge  of 
the  Medical  C)£Bcer,  and  I  anticipate  good  results  fimn  thmr  being 
s^arated  from  the  other  prisoners.  It  is,  however,  right  I  should 
mentioix  that  the  cases  of  attempted  self-destmotion  to  which  I  have 
referred  are  solely  among  those  prisoners  who  have  beoi  receiyed 
from  other  prisons,  and  whose  minds  were  more  or  less  diseased  when 
they  came,  \f>  this  prison ;  and,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  diere  has  been 
no  increase  to  the  malady  since  they  have  been  here. 

Spedes  of  Labour, — The  larger  number  of  prisoners  are  employed 
in  reclaiming  and  cultivating  the  mopr  land,  cutting  turf  for  fuel  and 
gas,  executing  such  repairs,  alterations,  and  additions  to  the  prison 
buildings  as  may  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  surveyor-general, 
making  and  repairing  clothes  for  prisoners  and  those  released  on 
licence,  washing;,  bakmg,  cooking,  picking  junk  into  oakum  for  the 
•Devonport  dockyard,  together  with  the  general  cleaning  of  the 
prison. 

Hours  for  Meals,  Prayers^  and  Labour. — The  particulars  are  given 
in  Appendix  (B.)  They  must  necessarily  vary  with  the  seasons,  and 
be  iDfluenced  by  the  peculiarity  of  the  climate,  subject  as  it  is  to 
dense  fogs,  snow  storms,  and  gales  of  wind. 

Amount  and  Particulars  of  Earnings. — Appendices  (C.),(D.),  and 
(E.)  aftbrd  the  particulars  under  this  head.  Much  work  is  unavoid- 
ably left  out  of  the  account  from  the  difficulty  of  arriving  at  any 
satisfactory  estimate  of  its  value. 

Conduct  of  the  Prisoners. — In  my  previous  reports,  I  have  stated 
that  the  number  of  offences  must  not  be  taken  as  an  invariable  index 
of  behaviour.  In  an  invalid  establishment,  where  men  of  weak 
mind,  ungovernable  temper,  and  other  permanent  diseases  form  a 
large  proportion  of  the  number,  offences  are  always  numerous,  and 
swell  the  total  reports  to  an  extent  admitting  of  no  fair  comparison 
with  an  able-bodied  station.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  to  find,  on 
referring  to  the  offences  that  have  been  committed,  no  less  than  447 
reports  appear  agwnst  28  prisoners,  leaving  1,161  reports  to  be 
divided  amongst  384  prisoners.  During  the  year,  1,517  convicts  have 
been  confined  in  the  prison,  1,105  of  whom  have  never  been  punished. 
It  may,  therefore,  fairly  be  inferred  that  the  conduct  of  the  men 
generally  is  satisfactory,  and  from  the  willingness  shown  in  proceed- 
ing to  their  daily  labour,  as  well  as  the  marked  attention  when 
assembled  for  Divine  service  and  school  instruction,  we  are  justified 
in  entertaining  a  well-grounded  hope,  that  some  radical  change  is 
taking  place  in  their  character,  and  that  when  restored  to  liberty 
they  will  not  again  be  so  likely  to  forfeit  it  through  misconduct. 

Condition  of  the  Buildings, — The  repairs  and  alterations  sanctioned 
by  the  surveyor-general  have  kept  the  buildings  in  a  good  and 
sound  condition,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  other  expenditure  will 
be  required,  excepting  such  as  must  necessarily  occur  in  this  exposed 
locality.  The  alterations  in  tiie  wards  of  No.  1  prison  are  being 
proceeded  with^  and  when  completed  will  afford  the  required  ao- 
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commodatioii  for  aboat  100  of  the  weakrimiided  men,  whom  it  ia 
proposed  to  separate  from  the  rest 

Abuses. — 1  am  not  aware  that  any  exist 

Escapes, — The  number  of  prisoners  who  haye  escaped  and  at* 
tempted  to  escape  has  been  16;  of  these,  15  have  been  recaptm^» 
and  dealt  with  as  you  directed,  thus  leaving  only  one  who  has  effected 
his  escape,  and  has  not  since  been  heard  of.  One  of  the  prisoners 
^ho  escaped  from  the  turf  nound  in  August  of  last  year,  has  since 
been  taken  into  custody  at  York,  and  brought  to  trial  for  the  offence. 
The  escapes  attempted  by  three  prisoners  in  the  month  of  October, 
and  two  in  November,  require  that  I  should  mention  them  par* 
ticularly,  from  the  very  bold,  reckless,  and  daring  manner  in  which 
tbey  were  effected.  In  both  cases  the  prisoners  were  attached  to  the 
gangs  on  the  open  moor,  and  at  about  half  an  hour  before  they 
ceased  work  in  the  afternoon,  they  fled,  though  immediately  within 
view  of  the  officers  in  charge,  and  managed  in  a  very  short  time  to 
be  beyond  the  reach  of  their  pursuers ;  the  prisoners  were  fired  at, 
but  without  effect ;  the  warders  and  their  assistants  were  properly 
posted,  and  no  laxity  of  duty  could  be  traced.  They  have  all  since 
been  recaptured  and  dealt  with  as  you  directed.  If  prisoners  are 
reckless  enough  to  attempt  their  escape  in  this  way,  setting  at  defi- 
ance the  risk  they  run  of  being  shot,  or  the  certamty  of  recapture 
and  being  brought  to  a  fresh  triid,  it  becomes  very  necessary  to 
adopt  some  additional  precautionary  measures,  such  as  I  have  already 
brou^t  under  your  notice,  to  prevent  their  recurrence. 

Industry, — The  majority  of  the  prisoners  evidence  a  willingness 
to  do  as  much  as  their  delicate  health  will'  admit  of;  and  it  is  some- 
what remarkable,  in  a  climate  so  severe  as  this,  that  the  men  are  able 
to  get  through  as  much  as  they  do,  and  undertake  without  murmur- 
ing the  tasks  set  them.  This,  I  think,  is  chiefly  owing  to  its  extreme 
healthiness,  which  seems  to  nerve  the  men  up,  and  renders  them 
almost  insennble  to  its  severity.  The  estimated  value  of  the  work  per- 
formed, particularized  in  the  Appendix  (amounting  to  6,148/.  0*.  8rf.), 
must  not  be  taken  as  an  absolute  criterion  of  their  industry,  as  from 
being  invalids  they  are  constantly  on  the  medical  officer's  list,  either 
as  hospital  patients  or  casual  sick.  The  industry,  therefore,  of  the 
Dartmoor  prisoners  now  can  bear  no  comparison  with  that  of  other 
prisons ;  nor  can  it  be  contrasted  with  the  work  performed  in  this 
prison  when  there  was  a  large  share  of  able-bodied  men  mixed  up 
with  the  invalids;  and  in  addition  to  this,  I  feel  persuaded  that  by 
a  judidous  blending  of  the  able-bodied  and  invalid  prisoners,  not 
only  increased  habits  of  industry  are  formed,  but  likewise  a  more 
healthy  moral  tone  is  induced.  I  hope  you  will,  therefore,  permit 
to  urge  the  desirability  of  having  always  a  proportion  of  able- 
bodied  men  in  the  establishment 

Licence. — During  the  year  314  prisoners  have  been  released  on 
licence,  making  a  total  of  1,276  released  since  the  passing  of  the  Act 
Of  these,  exclusive  of  the  reconvicted  which  may  amount  to  an  equal 
number,  69  have  had  their  licences  revoked,  or  only  b\  per  cent  on 
the  whole  number ;  which,  although  in  itself  constituting,  in  my 
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oovemor^t  humble  judgment,  a  raffident  answer  to  thoee  who  call  in  question 
^!^  the  success  of  the  experiment,  yet  when  it  is  remembered  that  eyen 
this  small  per-centage  of  renewed  crime  would  be  diminished  were 
opportunities,  rather  than  obstacles,  placed  in  the  way  of  the  ^nan* 
cipated  conricts  obtaining  a  livelihood,  I  am  warranted  in  reiterating 
my  previously  expressed  opinion  of  the  licence  system  being  a  neces* 
sary  step  in  the  risht  direction. 

T/ie  Farm. — The  farming  operations  have  been,  as  in  former 
years,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  farm  bailiff,  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
whose  practical  knowledge,  zeal,  and  assiduity,  I  cannot  too  highly 
commend.  The  progress  made  in  the  year  faUs  short  of  that  of 
previous  years ;  the  kbour  having  been  uncertain  and  comparatively 
speaking  light,  from  the  circiunstance  of  only  invalids  being  em- 
ployed, whereas  the  previous  association  of  able-bodied  men,  not 
only  produced  greater  results  in  a  material  point  of  view,  but,  as 
I  have  siud  before,  operating  morally  most  beneficially  in  counter* 
acting  to  a  considerable  extent  the  listlessness  and  apathy  of  the 
inferior  worker.  The  first  operations  in  reclaiming  the  waste  moor 
are  a  work  of  great  difiiculty ,  and  this,  with  the  consequent  exposure 
to  hardships,  requires  the  co-operation  of  a  few  stout,  sturdy  Allows 
in  each  gang  to  give  their  weucer  companions  heart  and  energy ;  and 
I  hope  circumstances  will  admit  of  your  being  able  to  draft  to  this 
prison  from  time  to  time  a  few  able-bodied  prisoners,  or  I  fear  the 
reclamation  of  the  land,  and  extension  of  the  farm,  will  be  a  work  of 
slow  and  indifferent  progress.  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
suggesting  for  the  favounu)le  consideration  of  the  Directors,  whether 
the  cultivation  of  the  moor  lands  might  not  be  more  extensively 
adopted  as  a  reformatory  means,  with  reference  to  our  able-bodied 
convicts  ;  for  I  cannot  but  consider  the  influence  produced  upon  the 
mind  of  the  convict  by  agricultural  pursuits  and  associations  more 
likely  than  any  otiier  discipline  or  work  to  restore  it  to  a  healthy 
tone.  In  his  work  he  breathes  a  certain  au*  of  freedom,  the  scenea 
of  nature  around  him  are  not  without  their  influence ;  he  is  forced 
more  out  of  his  own  nature  and  thrown  back  less  upon  his  own 
despairing  regret,  than  when  forming  one  of  close  compacted  gangs  of 
speechless  workers  within  doors.  At  least,  the  out-door  occupation^ 
as  a  relief  to  the  other,  is  most  advantageous;  and  independently  of 
the  present  beneficial  influence  on  the  prisoner,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in 
affirming  that,  in  contemplation  of  his  freedom,  and  the  difficulty  of 
obtidning  work,  the  practical  skill  and  habits  of  character  which 
agricultural  pursuits  engender  will  avail  him  more  than  any  other 
species  of  industrial  occupation. 

The  year  just  closed  has  not  been  without  some  drawbacks ;  the 
turf  season  has  been  less  favourable,  the  crops  of  swedes  and  tur- 
nips have  again  failed  from  the  severe  attacks  of  the  fly,  the  hay 
crop,  however,  has  been  unusually  good  and  well  saved,  rendering  it 
necessary  for  me  to  recommend  to  you  the  purchase  of  15  additional 
cows  to  consume  the  large  quantity  that  had  been  got  in,  and  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  sanction.  This  addition  to  the  farm-stock 
will  be  productive  of  very  good  results,  and  considerably  enhance 
the  value  of  the  cattle.     The  here  and  oats  are  better  than  in  former 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3%e  Craps.  225 

years,  and  have  yielded  some  useful  grain  and  litter.  The  vegetable  (pernor's 
ground  has  been  cropped  more  extensively  and  with  a  greater  variety  —' 
than  previously.  Tne  yield  has  been  satisfactory  and  remunerating, 
and  nas  afibrded  a  very  timely  and  useful  supply  of  fresh  ve^etiibles 
for  the  use  of  the  prisoners  and  to  those  officers  who  were  msposed 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  what  they  re- 
quired. In  the  potato  crop  there  has  been  a  great  loss  from  the 
cbsease;  the  15  acres  planted  with  this  root  have  only  yielded  19 
tons  of  sound  ones,  and  those  that  were  supplied  for  ppson  pur- 
poses were  by  no  means  of  good  quality. 

The  Turf  Harvest — The  quantity  saved  is  1,775  tons,  and  there 
are  about  235  tons  left  on  the  ground  in  stacks  and  unstdcked,  none 
of  which  is  fit  fael. 

The  Hay  Crop. — Well  saved,  and  about  160  tons  of  good  hay  got 
together. 

Bere  and  Oats. — 37  acres  of  these  crops  have  been  harvested  in 
&ir  condition.  The  sales  and  supplies  to  the  Steward  amount  to 
1,936/.  18*.  2rf.,  and  are  particularized  in  Appendix  (H). 

The  estimated  value  oi  the  labour  amounts  to  1,525^  \5s.  6(/.,  and 
the  particulars  are  given  in  Appendix  (D). 

The  Live  Stock, — A  valuable  addition  has  been  made  to  the  num- 
ber of  cows,  by  the  purchase  of  15  well-bred  North  Devon  cows,, 
which  seem  well  adapted  for  this  trying  climate,  making  the  stock  of 
milch  cows  up  to  40,  besides  46  head  of  young  cattle  of  various  ages 
reared  on  the  farm,  ^d  two  pure  North  Devon  bulls.  There  are  86 
pigs  of  the  improved  Berkslure  breed,  forming  an  important  part  of 
the  farm*8tock,  by  consuming  the  refuse  of  the  establishment  and 
producing  a  remunerative  return,  besides  a  considerable  supply  of 
excellent  manure.  There  are  also  five  horses  employed  in  the  ordi- 
nary work  of  the  farm  and  prison  purposes. 

TTie  Rules  have  been  strictly  adhered  to. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  MoBBiBH,  Governor. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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(A  2.)— Stateicbmt  showing  the  GLAfl8xnc4TioN  of  CcHiyiOTS  receiyed  Govwnar^t 
daring  the  jear  1856,  from  the  Prisons  under  mentioned.  — * 


Prisons. 


Mmbsak    - 

FeBtoDTilk 

ForUand     - 

Portsmootk 

«'StirliiigOaMle'"Hnlk 

Wskefield  - 

Preston      -  * 

Leeds 

Leieester    - 

Noiihsii^ttoii         • 

Bath 

Bradfaff 

Bsdrofd      •  • 

Bermnda    - 

nsherton  Asylum  • 

Uoenees  reroked   - 

••WaCTiop''Hiilk   - 

••Defence"    do.     * 


Nvmber  in  each 
Class. 


1. 


190 
17 

17 

S8 

61 

S9 

6 

A 

20 

8 

1 


12 
19 


1 

9 

12 

17 


9 

5 

3 

14 

13 

1 
6 


Total  receifed 


Total. 


208 

22 

21 

51 

73 

58 

6 

5 

34 

3 

1 

2 

8 

6 

1 

45 

12 

24 


580 
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Dartmoor  Priion  (Appendix). 
(B.) — ^Distribution  of  Time,  in  Summer  and  Winter. 


Summer. 

Winter. 

From 

To 

Horn. 

Min. 

From 

To 

Hours. 

Min. 

Frisonen  rise,  wash,  claan'l 
ceik,2tc.      .       -       -J 

5.0 

6.0 

1 

0 

6.0 

7.0 

1 

0 

BreakfiMt  -       -       -       - 

6.0 

6.25 

0 

25 

7.0 

7.25 

0 

25 

Fra jers,  and  proceeding  to  "1 
and  lifom  chapel    -        -  J 

6.25 

6.55 

0 

30 

7.25 

7.55 

0 

80 

Labour,  inclnding  parades,  1 
&c       -       -       -        -J 

6.55 

12.0 

5 

5 

7.55 

12.0 

4 

5 

Dinner      -       -        -       - 

12.0 

1.5 

1 

5 

12.0 

1.5 

1 

5 

Labonr,  including  parades,  "I 
&c.      -        -        -        -J 

1.5 

5.30 

4 

25 

1.5 

4.35 

3 

30 

Cleaning,  &c.,  on  retummg\ 
from  work   -        -        •/ 

5.30 

5.45 

0 

15 

4.35 

4.50 

0 

15 

Eyening  prayers 

5.45 

6.15 

0 

30 

4.50 

5.15 

0 

25 

.  Supper      -       .       -       • 

6.15 

6.45 

0 

30 

5.15 

5.45 

0 

30 

Hair-cutting,  shaving,  &c.,  1 
reading,  &c,  till  bed- time  J 

6.45 

8.0 

1 

15 

5.45 

8.0 

2 

15 

Total       -       . 

15 

0 

14 

0 

ABSTRiLCT. 


Hours  for  Labour 
Meal  Hours 
Prayers 
In-door  Occupations 

Total 
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(C.) — Statement  of  Woek  performed  by  Shoemakers,  Tailors,  Washers^  Gorwnor^ 
Bookbinders,  and  Oakum  Pickers,  daring  the  Year  1856.  B>port. 


DetcriptioQ. 

Shoemakgrt* 
845  Vnxn  Prison  Boots  .        .       .       •       •  made  at 

125        „      Blocher  Boots    .        -        .        .  „ 

929        „      Shoes „ 

105       „      suppers „ 

373        „      Boots,  bottomed  •       .       -        -  ^ 

1,537        n      Ditto,  soled         •        •        .        .  ^ 

2,114        „      Ditto,  repaired   •        •        •        *  m 

215        „      Shoes,  bottomed  -       .       .       .  ^ 

1,678        „      Ditto,  soled        .        .       .        -  „ 

547        „      Ditto,  repaired  -       -        -  ,» 

552        „      Miscellftneons  Boots  soled  and  re- 
paired •        ----„ 

120       „      Officers' Slippers  repaired  •        -  „ 


TcOon. 

30  Officers*  imift>nn  Coats,         •       •         • 

99  Ditto     ditto    Trousers       •       .       . 

36  Ditto     ditto    JaekeU         .       •        . 

2,491  Pairs  of  Drab  Trousers  for  Prisoners 

1,101  Drab  Jackets         .       .        .       .       . 

1,246  Ditto  VesU 

134  Pairs  of  Fostiaii  Trousers        .       •        . 
123  Pnstian  Jackets       -  .       ,        . 

127  Ditto  VesU    -        -       -        -        -   /  - 

2,282  Flamid  Shirts 

2,436  Plurs  of  Flamiel  Drawers        .       .       • 

2,442  Cotton  Shirts 

342  Kit  and  Peat  Bags  .       ^       •       •       - 

70  Cooks'  Suite 

585  Drabbett  Procks     -        .       . 

854  Towels 

2,301  Drab  Jaokete  lined  and  repaired     • 
1,167  Ditto  Veste        „  „  .        - 

4,382  Pairs  of  Drab  TVowsers  lined  and  repaired 
30  Men,  on  Oeneral  Repairs  at  6</.  per  Day 


47,510  Linen  Shirts. 
29,393  Flannel  ditto. 
29,506  Ditto    Drawers. 
52,549  Pairs  Stockings. 
48,737  Towels. 
49,416  HandkerchiefiL 

4,163  Blankets. 
83,000  Other  Garments. 


nuidest 


294,274   Articles  washed  at  7dl  per  Score      - 

872  Vols,  bound  for  Library,  School,  &c  - 
Mifioellaneons  Work       .       -       -       -       - 


Oakum  Pickers, 
824  cwt  3  qrs.  23  lbs.  Junk  picked  into  Oakum  at  52.  per  ton 


Rate. 


3    6 


0    9 
0    3 


6    0 
2     6 


2     6 
1     3 


0    4 


Amount 


£ 

s. 

<L 

147 

17 

6 

81 

5 

0 

92 

18 

0 

5 

5 

0 

41 

19 

3 

89 

13 

3 

79 

5 

6 

12 

10 

10 

62 

18 

6 

IS  13 

e 

20 

14 

0 

1 

10 

0 

599 

10  3 

9     0 

H     7 

4  10 

124  II 


55 
31 


18     8 
15     7 


7 
57 


60  18 
71     4 

5  14 

4     7 
43  17 
7  2 
57  10     6 

9  12  10 

36  10    4 

234     0    0 


865  15     2 


429  3 

0 

14  10 
3  19 

2 

18  9 

10 

206  4 

9 
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Dartmoor  Prison  (Appondix). 


GoTcmor*! 


Statxmsht  op  Wobk. — Conttmuod. 


AxntLACT. 


Shoemaker!  - 
Tulon 
Washers 
Booklnnders  - 
Oakum  pickers 


£  M.  d. 
599  10  3 
865  15  2 
439  3  0 
18  f  10 
906     4     9 

£2.119     3     0 


(D.) — Statement  of  the  Work  performed  on  the  Fabm,  with  the  Value 
thereof;  in  the  Year  1856. 


Description.  . 

Bate. 

^^jnount* 

£ 

s,    d. 

£     9.    d. 

5 

Eunrei 

trenched  2  feet  deep       ... 

- 

0    0 

35     0     0 

12 

M 

drained  8  feet  9  inches  deep       - 

- 

0    0 

72     0    0 

t4 

W 

donUedog        -           .           .           . 

- 

10    0 

60    0     0 

30 

»» 

single  dug,  twice            ... 

- 

4     0 

66     0    0 

t7 

n 

limed  and  dug  •           •           •           - 

- 

5    0 

33  15     0 

48 

»> 

single  dug         *           •           ... 

• 

2     0 

52  16     0 

60 

n 

top-dressed       ^           -           .           - 

- 

0  10    0 

30    0    0 

37 

»t 

sown  and  harrowed— com  and  grass  seeds 

- 

0 

5     0 

9     5     0 

36 

n 

sown  with  Tegetables  and  green  cn^    • 

- 

0 

12     0 

21   12     0 

36 

n 

hoed  three  times            ... 

- 

0  10    0 

18     0     0 

64 

»» 

hay  cut  and  secured       ... 

- 

0 

9     6 

30    8     0 

37 

99 

here  and  oats  harvested  .          .           - 

' 

0 

9     0 

16  13     0 

30 

n 

green  crops  stored         ... 

- 

0 

8     0 

12     0    0 

16  tons  of  heath  and  rushes  cut  for  litter             •    . 

- 

0 

16     0 

12  16     0 

1,184  yards  stone  waU  boUt  6  ft  high,  coped  with  sod 

- 

0 

2     0 

118     8     0 

1,764 

t» 

old  walls  repaired          -           .           - 

- 

0 

0    3 

22     1     0 

1,246 

»» 

road  repaired    •            -            .           - 

- 

0 

1     3 

77  17    6 

246 

M 

tramway  repaired          ... 

- 

0 

0     6 

6    3    0 

528 

»» 

open  ditch  cut  -            -           -           - 

- 

0 

0    4 

8  16     0 

l,77fitons  turf  cat  and  sayed            -           - 

- 

0 

9    0 

798  15    0 

235 

»» 

„           left  on  the  ground   -^ 

Total   - 

■• 

0 

2     0 

-  £ 

23  10    0 

1,525  15     6 
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(E.) — Statbmbht  of  WoBK  executed  by  Abtificebs  in  the  Year  1856.     ^SSif* 


DeieriptkHL 


Workf  to  bofldkigf  withim  the  walls 

Genenlirork     -  •  •  •  - 

Works  ootiide  the  walls 

Earn  knldtiigSy  field  fenomg,  and  tramway 

Furnitiire  and  fittings  •  •  • 

Qnarrj  -.-•.- 

MBitarj  barraeks  .... 

Boundary  walli^  &e.      -  -  r  - 

Superior  oflbers' ^larters 

Subordinate  officers'  quarters      •  ».  • 

Gkneral  repairs  to  tools,  &o.      - 

Total 


Amount. 


£ 

«. 

d. 

587 

4 

104 

539 

8 

64 

470  11 

74 

143 

3 

H 

52 

12 

31 

179 

1 

0 

13 

16 

H 

•8 

12 

104 

71 

3 

94 

278 

10 

H 

104 

2 

114 

2,508 

2 

H 

Abstract  of  Appendices  (C),  (D.),  and  (£.) 

£      s.   d. 
Amount  of  Appendix  (C.)    -  -  2,119    3    0 

„  (D.)    -  -  1,525  15    6 

„  (E.)    -  •  %503    2    2^ 


Value  of  prisoners' labour       •  j£  6,148    0    8^ 
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Dartmoor  Pruon  {Appendix). 


^^SH^Sxf*  GrENBRAL  ACCOUNT  for  Laboub  as  executed  under  the  Works  Dspabt- 
—  MENT  during  the  Tear  1856. 


Quantity  and  Deteripdon  of  Work. 

Bate. 

Amount 

Amount 

a. 

d. 

£    «.    d 

£     «.    d 

Steward's  Stoeis,  &o. 

0 

u 

1  16    2 

2S7ft.6in.  I -in.  deal  partitioning,  wrought  both 

fides  and  fixed  on  rough  framing 
132  ft.  14-in.  shelTing,  wrought  both  sides  on 

0 

n 

2  12     \\ 

framedback             .... 

0 

4 

2    4    0 

67  ft.  4  in.  1-in.  ledged  roogh  fi)ot  boarding 

0 

1} 

0    9  10 

New  Bookcase  and  Exteiuum  qfDesk. 

ISft.  1  ^m.  sqnareframe,foar  pannd  foMingdoors 

0 

4 

0    7     8 

SS  ft.  11  in.  l-hh  wrought  both  sides,  doYetailed 

and  grooved  -           •           •           •           • 

0 

H 

0    8    5i 

71  ft.  9  in.]  hLwropgfat  both  sides,  grooTed  and 

fittedshdTfaig            .... 

0 

3 

0  17  lU 

11  ft.  li-m.  led^  wrought  fKXh  sides  and  fixed 

0 

3i 

0    3    Si 

S6  ft.  li-in.  top,  wrought  both  sides  and  framed 

0 

7i 

0  15     84 

1 1  yds.  paint,  gram,  and  Tarnish 
t  pieces  paperlian^ngs,  and  sising 

1 
I 

6 
3 

0  16     6 
0    2     6 

10  14  10} 

CmsF  Wasdbb's  Officb. 

Totke  CompUtUm  of  Book  Back. 

0  ft.  4  in.  super,  l-in.  frame,  wrought  both  sides 
and  doyetaBed          -           .           .           - 

0 

7i 

0  18     4 

as  ft.  8  in.  super,  {-in.  ploughed  and  tongned 

back,  wrought  both  sides       ... 

0 

3 

0     8     Oi 

81  ft.  3  in.  super.  4-in.  deal,  wrought  both  sides, 

moulded  and  fitted     .... 

0 

ai 

0  16  11 

85  yds.  Tarnish  throughout  to  office  ftimiture    • 

0 

3 

0     6     3 

2    9    6i 

SHSLTINa  TO  VlSITDIO  CSLU,  &C. 

71  ft.  6  in.  l-in.  wrought  both  sides,  grooTed  and 

0 

4 

1.    3  10 

fiTfd 

0 

^ 

0     5     3 

14  ft.  j-in.  doretailed  frames  to  drawers  ~ 

7  ft.  l-in.  wrought,  blocked,  and  chamfered  to 

0 

3* 

0    2     Oi 

bottoms 

0 

3i 

0    2     1 

7  ft.  1  in.  l-in.  wrought  both  sides  case  for  ditto 

6ft  8  hL  l-in.  wrought  both  sides  shelTing,  and 
fixed 

0 

8} 

0     1     6^ 

1   14    9 

Ntw  DeA  and  Om^pUtUmi^ Bookcase. 

21  ft.  run  S^-in.  moulding,  fixed 

0 

n 

Q    A    A\ 

14  ft.  2  in.  l-in.  deal,  wrought  both  mdes  to  diTi- 

sions-           -                       .           .           - 

0 

8J 

0     3     3 

8  ft.  2  in.  li*in.  deal  stayboard,  wrought  and 

fixed 

0 

4i 

0    2  10} 

17  ft.  10  in.  If  in.  deal  beaded  lining     . 

0 

31 

0     5     7 

37  yds.  paint,  grain,  and  Tarnish 

43  ft.  \\-m,  square  framed  and  beaded  flush  front 

1 

6 

2  15     6 

0 

5i 

0  19     8} 

10  ft.  }  in.  ploughed  and  tongned  back  - 

0 

3 

0    2     6 

13  ft.  9-in.  li-in.  oak  square  framed  top 

0 

5 

0    5     8} 

11  ft.  8  in.  if  in.  oak  doTetailed  frame  . 

0 

6 

0     4  10 

Canisdfonraxd    - 
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Brought  forward  • 
26  ft  S  in.  l-in.  deal  shelying,  wroiightlK>th  fides 
18  Tda.  whitening  to  ceiling 
6  plecei  pi^r  huiginga,  and  fixing  walk 

New  Steps  for  Use  qf  Office. 

6  ft  4  in.  l-in.  frame  to  back    -  •  • 

4  ft  a  in.  l-in.  wrought  both  fidef  and  groored  • 
4  ft  1  in.  l-in.  wrought  both  fidef  and  berdled 


11  ft  6  in.  cube  fir  flraming,  chamfered  and  fixed 
16  (t  fuper.  1^  in.  square  frame  bead  flufh  door  - 

6  ft  fuper.  14-m.  ihuned  saah       •        - 

71  ft  fuper.  l-in.  wrouglrt  bodi  fidef,  ploughed 
andchamfiered  -  •  •  • 

S9 ft fuper. l^in.  wrou^t  bodi  fidef,  rebated, 
beaded,  and  fixed  to  roof       •  •  • 

SI  ft  flladng  to  fame     .  •  •  • 

7  ft  run  lead  flufhing  fixed       •  •  . 
4  ft  9  in.  cube  fine  pick  granite  ftep 

10  ydf.  cube  excamtion  ... 

7^  jdf.  cube  masonrj  to  foundation,  &c. 
Si  jdf.  cube  filling  into  sama     -  -  • 

IS  yds.  super,  paint,  grain,  and  Tarmsh  • 


Spbiho  to  Outsr  Taxd. 

17  cubic  ft  rusticated  granite  stone  trough,  fixed 

CoMFLEnoir  or  Bbsbrtoib. 

508  yds.  fuper.  cloee-jointed  pitching,  arerage  9-in., 
including  the  taking  up  and  relaying  -  • 

S08  ydf.  fuper.  puddhng  to  ditto 
470  ydf.  fuper.  cement  pointing  to  external  walU 

18  ydf.  cube  masonry,  taken  down,  reaet,  and 
puddled  -  -  -  .  - 

95  ydf.  super,  cement  pointing  to  endf   - 

17i  yds.  cube  excavation  for  reception  of  {dpe  - 

124  ft  run  4-in.  earthenware  pipe  set  in  cement  - 

9  yds.  cube  filling  into  ditto       ... 

8^  yds.  cube  pudblling    -  •  .  . 

15  ft  9  in.  cube  fine-picked  granite,  cunred  to 
water-course  -  -  -  -  - 

43  ft  4  in.  super,  fine-picked  pitching    - 

1 9^  cubic  yds.  excavation  to  small  tvik  - 

lOi  cubic  yds.  masonry  to  ditto - 

6  cubic  yards  puddling       ditto «  •  • 

1 H  cubic  yards  filling  into  ditto 

35  super,  yds.  cement  pointing  •  .  . 

25  ft  run  6-in.  earthenware  pipe  jointed  in  ce- 
ment «----- 

3^  ft  cube  fine  carved  granite  stone 

14  ft.  cube  fine  picked  and  squarel  ilitto 

8  cubic  yds.  masonry  to  oveifiow 

7i  cubic  yds.  excavation  ... 


Carried  fbrward 


Bate. 


«.  d, 

0  2i 

0  2 

1  3 


0    4 
0     4i 
0    4J 


0  8 

0  7 

0  6 

0  H 


3     3 


4    9i 
0    9 
0    9 


0  H 

5  0 

2  6 

2  3 

0  6 


Amount 


0  6  0 
0  3  0 
0    7     6 


0  2  U 
0  1  6| 
0     1     6i 


0     7  8 

0    9  4 

0  8  0 

1  0  8^ 

0    7  3 

0    2  7 

0    3  6 

0  11  lOi 

0     4  2 

0  16  4 

0     1  5^ 

0  18  0 


2  15     3 


121  14  2 
19  1  0 
17  12     6 


5  2 
3  11 
0  7 
0  10 

0  5 

1  5 


1  19     4( 
5     8     4 
0    8     Oi 
13 
0  18 
0    4 
0     2 


0 

74 


0     3  1^ 

0  16  3 

1  15  0 
0  18  0 
0    3  14 


Amount 


Goveraoi's 
Seport 


£      3.  d. 


6    6     1 


5    6'   5 


2  15    3 
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Dartmow  Prison  (Appendix). 


Qotntitj  and  Deseripdon  of  Woik. 


BfOQ^lit  rorwEid  *  * 

5  ft  7  in.  cube  fine  picked  squared  maaonry 

6  ft  3  in.  faperfine  wroogfat  thte 

9  ft  cube  fine  picked  squared  masonry  to  steps  - 
5i  yds.  masonry  to  dwarf  wall,  north  end 
35i  yds.  cube  concrete  to  foundation  to  waterfall 
12  yds.  soper.  paint  2  coat  gates  and  doors 

DwAXF  Wall,  bjlgk  of  Mahubb  Pukp. 
80  cubic  yds.  masonry  -  -  •  . 

Fabm  BniLDiNQa. 

36  yds.  rough  pitching  to  bam  -  •  . 
235  yds.  wmteliming  to  ditto  •  •  • 
960  yds.  conent  pointing  to  buildings  - 
20  yds.  cube  ezcayation  -  -  • 
20  yds.  cube  foundation  (concrete) 
31  yds.  cube  masonry  taken  down  aad  re- 
built-          .           -           .  .  - 

PUMP-HOUSB  AXD  WaBH-HoUSB. 

3  yds.  cube  ezcayatioii  .  -  -  - 

3  yds.  cube  masonry  to  fbundation 

11^  yds.  cube  ditto  to  walls       .  •  . 

160  ft  super,  countess  slating    -  «  - 

154  ft  super,  roof  timber  on  proper  plates 
9  ft  10  m.  super.  2-in.  sash  and  fhune  plain 

chamfered     -  -  -  -  - 

17  ft  3  in.  super.  1-in.  kdged  door,  with  proper 

frame  -  -  -  •  « 

14  ft  super.  |-in.  deal,  wrought,  beaded,  and  fixed 
52  tset  cube  brickwork  to  cniinney 
12  ft  run  6-in.  earthen  pipe,  set  -  - 

102  ft  super,  rough  squared  slate  to  floor 

4  ft.  6  in.  cube  fine  picked  sill  stone 

Cow  Stall  DmsiONS,  &c 

9  ft  6  in.  cube  oak  framing,  dovetailed,  &c 

12  ft  6  in.  super,   l^in.  rail  to  food  trough, 

wrought  and  fixed     .  •  -  . 

95  ft  6  m.  super,  l^in.  deal,  wrought  both  sides, 

plou^ed,  &C.  .... 

46  ft  6  in.  super.  H-m.  wrought  both  sides,  and 

fixed  on  ledges  •  .  .  . 

24  ft  run,  4  in.  by  4  in.  capping,  wrou^t,  groored 

and  fixed       .  .  .  .  . 

22  yds.  super.  2  coats  in  oil        - 
l\  yds.  cube  excavation  and  filling  in    - 

Three  Bulls'  Houses. 

316  ft  6  in.  super,  l^-in.  deal  divisions,  wrought 
both  sides,  ploughed,  tongued,  and  chamfe^ 

60  ft  6  in.  super,  l^in.  lodged  doors,  wrought 
both  sides,  b^ed  and  fixed  to  proper  frames 

1 11  ft  super.  1-in.  fisather  boarding  fixed 

(Carried  fbrward    -  - 


Rate. 


4    6 


6    0 


0  5 

2  3 

4  6 

0  Oi 

0  3 

0  8i 


1  3 

0  3i 

0  4i 

0  4 

0  5i 

0  2i 

1  0 


0     4i 

0     4 
0    4i 


Amount. 


0  13  Hi 

0  9     4i 

1  2  6 
1  4  9 
8  17  6 
0    2    0 


6  15    0 


0  18  0 

14  5} 

36     0  0 

0     8  4 

5     0  0 

9     6  0 


0  13 
0  6  9 
2  10     7i 

0  10    0 

1  18     6 

0    2  10 

0     5  9 

0    3  6 

0    7  7 

0     4  0 

0     8  6 

0  11  3 


0  11  lOi 

0  3  8 

1  15  9i 

0  15  6 

0  11  0 

0    4  li 

0     1  3 


5  12     1 

1     0     2 
1  19     3} 


£    M.    d. 


195  19     8i 


6  15     0 


52  16    9i 


7  10    6i 


4    3    2i 
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Quantity  and  Beseriptbn  of  Work. 

Rate. 

Amount 

Amount. 

«. 

d. 

£    s.    d 

£    «.   dL 

Bioaght  forward   •           • 

- 

. 

1 7  ft  taper,  f-in.  plancia  board,  wrought,  beaded. 

and  fixed       -           -           -           -           - 

0 

3* 

0    4  Hi 

44  cable  yds.  masonry  to  two  windows,  north  end. 

taking  down  and  rebailding  same 

6 

0 

1     5     6 

8  ft.  cubic  oak  to  lintels 

0 

7 

0    4    8 

10  ft.  snper.  2-in.  deal  sashes  and  frames 

0 

3^ 

0    2  11 

S9  ft.  cubic  rusticated  granite  to  cills,  lintels,  &c. 

2 

8 

8     5     8 

1,498  yds.  soper.  limewhite  to  building  - 

0 

U 

7  16     Oi 

21  10  10} 

Shed  to  Fabk. 

• 

- 

I2S  ft.  6  in.  super,  {-in.  deal  lining,  wrought  and 

fixed  on  framing        .... 

0 

3 

1  10    7i 

144ft  snper.  l^in.ledged  doors,  wrought,  beaded. 

andfixed       -           -           -           -  .        - 

0 

4 

2     8     0 

148  ft  snper.  Lin.  fieather  boarding,  fixed  on 

fk^aming         .            .            .           «            • 

0 

4i 

4     7  10 

37  ft  6in.  super,  pbnda  board, wrought, beaded. 

andfixed       -           -           -           -           - 

0 

Si 

0  10  Hi 

87  ft  run  4  in.  by  4  in.  deal  ca{^ing^  wrou^t, 

groored,  rounded,  and  fixed   -            -            ^ 

0 

H 

1  19  lOi 

314  ft  6  in.  run  l^in.  wrought  both  sides, 

ploughed  and  tcmgued,  chamfered  partitioning 

to  dirisions,  fixed       -           .           .           - 

0 

4* 

5  17  Hi 

1S4  ft  6  in.  run  li-in.  lodged  doors,  wrou^  both 

sides,  and  fixed          .            .           -           . 

0 

5i 

3  16  111 

34  ft  S  in.  run  2<in.  wrought  both  sides,  tsoaX  to 

feeding  boxes             -            .            -            - 

0 

4i 

.    0  12  Hi 

34  ft  6  in.  cubic  oak  firaming,  wrought  and 

fixed  to  stalls             -  .        - 

1 

3 

2    3     li 

61  ft  6  in.  cubic  curb  stone,  fine  picked,  ground 

and  chamfered           .           •           •           . 

3 

0 

9     4     6 

57  ft  cubic  rough  ditto              ... 

1 

9 

4  19     9 

41  ft  super,  pitching  to  same     -            -            . 

0 

6 

10     6 

37  18    0 

MlLITABT  BaRRACXB. 

1,54S  yds.  super,  limewhite  throughout 

114   ft   super,   f-in.   splat    raiBng    fixed   qq 

0 

li 

8    0    7i 

standards       .            .           .            .           _ 

0 

2 

0  19    0 

74  yds.  super.  2-coat  paint  to  same        -           I 

0 

H 

0  13  lOi 

63  ft  cubic  brickwork  - 

0 

If 

0     9     2i 

10  cubic  yds.  masonry  •            -           . 

2 

6 

1     5     0 

J6  yds.  render  and  set  (plaster)-           .           I 

0 

6 

0  18     0 

92  ft  super,  ^in.  deal,  wrought  and  fixfd  to  in- 
firmary        -           -           .           .           ^ 

0 

2i 

0  17     3 

S3  ft  6  in.  super.  8-in.  sash  and  fhnne,  fired     I 

0 

8 

0  15     8 

6  yds.  super.  3-coat  pamt  to  ditto 

0 

34 

0     1     7i 

13  15    2| 

BOTTKDABT  WaLLA,  ^^ 

» 

197  ft  6  in.  cubic  rusticated  coping,  fixed 

2 

3 

22     4     4i 

i 

556  yds.   super,  cement  pointmg   to  ditto  and 

outphouse  adjoining  Deputy  Governor'*  house 

0 

9 

20  17     0 

251  yds.  oement  pomting  to  entrance  gateway 

a4)oimng,  external  and  internal 

0 

9 

9     8     3 

Carried  fbfward    •  ' 
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Dartmoor  JVmm  (Appendix), 


GoT6nior*fl 
Beporfe. 


QMDtiij  and  DMoription  of  Work. 

Bate. 

Amount 

«.    d. 

£    «. 

d. 

£  «.  d: 

Brought  forward   - 

- 

431  yds.  cement  pointing  to  walls,  bnildings,  &e, 
adjoining  GoTemor's  bouse    -           -           - 

0     9 

16    3 

3 

68  12  lOi 

• 

Maiv  Draik  fsom  RssBBTont  TO  Bakrackb. 

0    5 

0  14 

t 

2     3 

3     6 

*4 

125  ft.  cube  roogh  spall  corering 

1     9 

10  18 

9 

2     3 

9     1 

6i 

6  yds.  cabe  puddling  to  ditto     .            .           . 
40  yds.  cnbe  filling  &                 •           -           . 

5    0 

0    7 

1  10 
1     3 

0 

4 

Hi  yds.  super,  pitching             ... 

0     6 

0    5 

9 

37  yds.  super,  cement  pomting  •           •           • 

0    9 

1     7 

9 

28    7    8 

GOTBBROft's  HOUBS. 

233  yds.  super,  cleaning  and  Tarnishing 

0    4 

3  17 

8 

3  pieces  paper  hangings,  and  siiing  to  walls 

1     0 

8 

9 

163  yds.  super.  2.coat  external  to  stalls,  stable. 

&c 

0    4i 

3     1 

H 

40  yds.  super.  2-coat  windows,  external  ftom 

bidder 

0    4i 

0  15 

0 

372  yds.  super,  ebdreoled,  scraped,  and  whitened 

to  ceiling       -           -           -           -            - 

0     8 

4  13 

0 

240  yds.  super^  lime  white  to  outbuilding 

0    U 

1     5 

0 

21  yds.  super.  3-ooat  pahit  to  eayes  gutter,  ftc, 

planda  and  ftcia  boards,  down  piping 

0    3i 

0     5 

8i 

19i  yds.  paint,  grain  and  yamish,  external 

1     6 

1     9 

3 

168  yds.  2-ooat  pamt  to  kitchen,  pantry,  and 

scoJlery           -        -        -       -       • 

0     2i 

1  11 

6 

120  yds.  cement  pomtbg  to  stable 

0  10 

5     0 

0 

45  ft.  l-in.  match-boarding  to  back  porch 

0    3 

0  11 

3 

22  13    2| 

Dbpuit  Gotbrmor*8  Housb. 

160  yds.  super,  cleaning  and  Tarnishing 

0    4 

2  13 

4 

46  yds.  super,  paint,  grain,  and  varnish 

1     6 

3     9 

0 

40  yds.  super.  2-coat  paint  external  to  windows 

from  ladder                .... 

0     4i 

0  15 

0 

1     3 

1  12 

6 

180  yds.  super,  claiiooled,  scraped,  and  whitened 

toceilings     -            -            -            -            • 

0    8 

2     5 

0 

240  yds.  super,  limewhite  to  out-buildings 

0     li 

1     5 

0 

pipe,  and  plancia  and  &cia  boards,  &c 

0    3i 

0     5 

3i 

210  ft.  super,  l-in.  flooring,  wrought,  ploughed. 

and  tongued  to  stable-           ... 

0     li 

1     6 

3 

68  ft.  super.  2-in.  square  framed  and  braced 

doors  to  stable           -           -           -            - 

0     7 

1  19 

8 

34i  yds.  super,  paint  to  door,  windows  - 
85  ft.  super,  brick  pitching  to  stable 

0     li 

0    3 

7 

0    2 

0  14 

2 

12  ft.  6  in.  cube  picked  masonry  to  cellar 

• 

2     0 

1     5 

0 

17  14    2i 

SuBOBoif'a  House. 

40  ft.  6  in.  super.  1^  square  ftwned  four  panelled 

door             -           -           -            - 

0    44 

0  15 

2i 

Carried  forward 

i 
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Qoantitj  andBeicriptioii  of  Work. 

TRf^ 

Amount 

Amount 

«. 

d. 

£ 

«. 

d 

£    M.  d. 

.. 

m 

40  ft  6  in.  sapcfr.  J-in.  deal  baek,  plooghed  and 

tongaed         -           -           .           -           - 

0 

8 

0 

10 

H 

42  ft  6  in.  su^r.  1-ifl.  wrought  both  tides,  grooTod 

anddovetailed           .... 

0 

5 

0 

17 

8i 

40  ft  snper.  1-in.  deal  shelves,  wron^ht  and  fixed 

0 

3i 

0 

10 

10 

17ft  6  in.  snper.  f-in.irronght  both  sides,  grooved 

and  dovetailed            -           .           .           • 

0 

4* 

0 

6 

«f 

8  ft  super,  fin.  ditto  chamfered  to  ditto- 

0 

*t 

0 

1 

«f 

Sia  yds*  saper.  paint  threoghoot 

0 

l| 

1 

2 

H 

7  pieces  paper-hangings,  and  sizing  walls 

1 

3 

0 

8 

9 

90  ft  super.  |  deal  partitioning  to  servants'  room 

0 

3i 

1 

4 

4* 

5  17    9} 

Assistant-Subgsor's  Hoim. 

15  jds.  super,  paint,  grain,  and  varnish  to  porch 

1 

6 

1 

2 

6 

8  yds.  super.  2-coat  punt  to  sashes,  external     - 

0 

2i 

0 

1 

8 

SO  ft  6  in.  super,  l^-in.  wrought,  beaded,  j^onghed, 

and  tongued  table     .           .           .           - 

0 

H 

0 

13 

HI 

5  ft  super.  1-in.  wrought  and  dovetailed  table   - 

0 

H 

0 

2 

Si 

6  ft  super,  i-in.  wrought  and  blocked  to  drawers 

0 

at 

0 

1 

4i 

19  ft  run  turned  legs   .           -           -           - 

0 

6 

0 

9 

6 

24  ft  cube  fine  picked  granite  to  porch - 

2 

6 

8 

0 

0 

5  11     3| 

Stbwa&d's  and  Chiet  Wasdxb's  Quarters. 

14  yds.  paint,  grain,  and  varnish 

1 

6 

1 

1 

0 

14  yds.  varnish,  internal        -            - 

0 

3  - 

0 

3 

6 

7  ft  super.  1-in.  deal  ledffes  and  skirting,  fixed  - 
4  yds.  super,  paint  to  sashes,  external    - 

0 

Si 

0 

1 

lot 

0 

2* 

0 

0 

9 

1  drawer  lock  fixed       .           -           .           - 

• 

*~ 

0 

0 

6 

20  yds.  paint,  gndn,  and  varnish  to  porch 

1 

6 

1 

10 

0 

8  cubic  ft  brickwork  to  chimney 

0 

If 

0 

1 

2 

10  ft  run  6-in.  ^azed  pipe  to  ditto 

0 

H 

0 

1 

3 

20  yds.  super,  washed,  stopped,  and  whitened  to 

ceiling           .            .           .           -           - 

0 

1} 

0 

2 

11 

8  yds.  super,  paint,  external,  to  windows 

0 

H 

0 

1 

8 

3    4     71 

Cbaplaih's  Homs* 

Removal  of  Water^loaeL 

4\  yds.  cube  excavation             ... 

0 

6 

0 

2 

3 

2i  yds.  cube  fbundation             .           -           - 

2 

3 

0 

5 

7i 

2  yds.  cube  filling  into  ditto       .            .           - 

0 

7 

0 

1 

2 

2  yds.  cube  masonry     -           -           -           . 

2 

6 

0 

5 

0 

10  ft  cube  rusticated  quoins      -           .           - 
7  ft  6  in.  cube  fine  picked  granite  sillstone 

2 

3 

1 

2 

6 

2 

6 

0  18 

9 

8  yds.  super,  cement  pointing    ... 
39  ft  6  in.  super,  i-in.  match  boarding,  fixed    - 

0 

9 

0 

6 

0 

0 

2i 

0 

7 

5 

15  ft  super.  i*in.  ditto  to  ceiling 

9  ft  snper.  1-in.  flooring,  wrought  ploughed,  &c 

0 

24 

0 

2 

H 

0 

3i 

0 

2 

H 

16  ft  9  in.  super,  l^-in.   square  frame  four-pa- 

nelled door    -           .           -           -           . 

0 

^ 

0 

7 

5J- 

2  ft  super.  1  -in.  wrought  and  fixed  seat 

14  ft  3  in.  super,  f-in.  mcia  and  plancia,  wrought 

0 

4 

0 

0 

9 

beaded,  and  fixed       .... 

0 

H 

0 

4 

1 

72  ft  super,  countess  slating      .           -           - 

0 

Of 

0 

4 

6 

Carried  forward 

Ctofemov'S 

Beport. 
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Google 
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Qnantfty  md  BttcripCiaii  of  Work. 


Brooght  All'  vi  vd  •  •• 

6  yda.  soper.  render  and  leC  ttnooo 

4  yds.  cube  exoavBtioD  and  filling  In  to  drain      • 
12  yda.  taper.  3-coat  paint        .  -  - 

li  yda.  cube  maaoiiry  taken  dAfwn  and  rebuilt  to 
cnimney        •  .  -  -  - 

104  yda.  taper,  oement  pointin|^  to  gable 
14i  yds.  saper.  fparcing  to  cbunney  floe 
8S  ft.  enbe  briokwow  to  chimney 

AMUTAirr  Chafladi's  Hovbb. 

7  ft.  cube  briekwork  to  ohimney 

18ft.  6  in.  cube  fine  pick  granite  strinf-coorse  to 
porch  -  -  -  -  - 

1  piece  paper.  han^gi»  and  si^ng 

175  yds.  saper.  whitemng  to  ceiling  tfuonc^iont 

128  yds.  saper.  odoar  to  walls  of  kitchen,  kc  - 

56^  yds.  saper.  two-coal  paint  - 

19  ft.  6  in.  saper.  1-in.  deal  wrooghl;  grooved, 
and  doTCtailed  ftwne  -  .  . 

18  ft.  9  in.  taper,  l-in.  deal,  wioog^t  both  sides, 
and  fixed       -  -  -  - 

7i  yds.  cement  conqpo.  to  pordi 


COTTAOnB  AMD  BABBACIgft 

893  yds.  saper.  cement  pointing 

215  yds.  cabe  ezcayation  for  main  dndn 

88i  yds.  cabe  masonry  to  ditto  .  -  - 

758  ft.  cabe  roasfa  spelled  corering 

115  yds.  cabe  filling  in  to  ditto  •  -  • 

82  ft.  6  in.  soper.  l^in.  deal  sqoare  framed  pa^ 

nddoor        -  .  •  •  - 

20  yds.  8-paint  to  porch  ... 

4  ft.  8  in.  saper.  8-m.  sq[aare  frame  to  trough  - 
28  ft.  8.  in.  soper.  1  f-hi.  deal  sq[aare  framed  ftmr- 

paneldoor     .  •  -  -  - 

19  ft.  6  in.  soper.  da  do.  da  - 

80  ft.         saper.  da  da  da  - 

156  ft.  soper.  coontess  slating    .  -  • 

156  ft.  saper.  f -in.  deal  rodmg,  fixed    - 
14  yds.  saper.  Tamiahing  .  -  • 

I  sash  ftstener,  fixed  .  .  •  • 
9  locks,  fixed  -  -  -  -^  ^  • 
4  ft.  6  in.  saper.  1-in.  deal,  wioog^t  boUi  sides, 

fixed  on  brackets       •  -  -  - 

12  ft.  saper.  l^-in.  wrought,  fnmed,  troogh 
4  ft.  super.  l-!n.  da,  fixed  on  ledges     - 
48  ft.  taper.  |-in.  match  boarding 
7  ft.  super,  wrought,  squared  slate,  fhced 
6  ft.  super.  1-in.  wrought  deal,  fixed      - 

II  ft.  super,  j-in.  WTOUfifat  both  sides,  and  kdged 
6  ft.  super.  1-in.  wrought  deal,  fixed  on  brackets 
4  ft.  super.  1-m.  deil,   wrought  both   sides, 

berdled 


20  ft.  super,  li^m.  deal  firame,  wrought  both 
sides,  and  dovetailed  •  -  *  * 

Carried  forward    - 


Bate. 


«.  d. 


0    1} 


0    6 


6 


0  9 

0  5 

2  8 

1  9 
0  7 

0  5 

0  8i 

0  4 


4i 
<i 
4i 
Of 

8 
9 

H 
8 

H 

6 

H 

H 

3i 

H 

4* 


£   $.   d. 

0  8  0 
0  8  0 
0     8     8 

0     8     9 
8  18     0 
0  10  10( 
0  11  IH 


0     1     5} 


1  18 

0  1 

1  9 
1  0 
0  10 


0    8     li 


0    4 
0    8 


9 


14  14  9 

4    9  7 

4     6  7i 

65  17  9 

a    7  1 

0  18  6i 

0    6  5 

0    1  6 

0    8  8 


81 
8 
9 
6 


0  7 

0  11 

0  9 

0  6 

0  2     Oi 

0  0    8 

0  6    9 

0  13} 

0  4    6 

0  1     0 

0  18    0 

0  8     6 
0 

0  2 
0 


1  lof 


0     0  11 
0    7    6 


Amount. 


£     M.    d. 


10    9    8} 


5  12  lOi 


Digitized  by 


Google 
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Qoiiilitj  and  Detcriftion  of  Woik. 


BroQ^t  norwaxd  -  - 

11  ft  8  in.  filler.  1^  in«  Mi«art  frame,  pandled 

fttMlt  -  -  •  •  - 

3  ft  6  in.  mpfst,  1-ia.  deal,  inoa^t  both  aideir 
fixed  on  brackets  .... 
40  ft  toper.  1-in.  deal  floor,  wroogbt  and  fixed  • 
8  ft  foper.  1-in.  ikirting,  beaded  and  fixed 
M  ft  8q;ier.  l»in,  deal,  wrought  both  lidea,  fixad 
onledges       •  .  .  .  . 

50  ft  do.  da        -  • 

8  ft  do.  datoW.  a      - 

7  ft  fnpfr.  1-in.  deal,  wrought  bodi  lidea,  and 
fixed  on  brackets       •  .  .  . 

1,814  yds.  saper.  whitening  to  ceiling  throughout 

2^884  yds.  soper.  ooloor  to  walls,  &o. 

182  pieces  paper  hanging  .  .  • 

692  yds.  super.  2-coat  paint  to  wood-work 

1,805  yds.  saper.  white  lime  to  ont^hooses,  twice 

17  yds.  sq;ier.  stooco     .... 

60  yds.  super,  render  and  set  plaster 

5  yds.  saper.  render,  fioat,  and  set  -  - 

14  yds.  sq;ier.  pain^  grain,  and  varnish  • 

140  yds.  sq;ier.  lime  white,  soath  Q.  hoase 

200  yds.  saper.        do.        Rondlestone  Honse  - 

90  yds.  saper.  cok>ar  to  walls       to  do. 

5  yds.  saper.  ladi,  render,  and  set  *  - 

8  yds.  soper.  paint  (2-eoat),  phun  odoor 
82  yds.  soper.  da  da 
476  yds.   soper.  cement   pomting  mess-ioom 


5)  ft  cobe  rosticated  granite  lintel 
109  yda.  soper.  cement  pointing 

14  yds.  wanjfet,  pitching  -  •  .  . 
10  ft  soper.  wTooght  square  slate  to  gutter 

86i  yds.  soper.  cement  pointing  to  porches  of 
paTiUon         ..... 
8  yds.  soper.  pitching  mess-room  boildmgs 
86f  yds.  saper.  cement  pointing  8.  goardUhoose  * 
60  ft  9  in.  cube  roogh  spaDed  sqoaie  coping  ditto 

15  ft  super.  l4-in.  sash  and  f^ame  to  hang  doable 
8  ft  6  m.  cobe  fine  picked  granite  sill  stone  to 

46  ft  6  in.  soper.  2  in.  by  2  in.  deal  sashes  and 

fhones  complete        .  .  .  . 

12  ft.  soper.  }«in.  deal  linings  fixed  on  plogs  to 


ploughed. 


18  ft  6-in.  soper.  1-in.  sill-board  to 
18|  yds.  soper.  3-coat  paint  ditto 
90  ft  soper.   1-in.   deal,  wrooght, 

tongoed,  and  fixed  on  brackets 
6  pieces  paper  hangings,  and  sixing  walls 
8  yds.  soper  cement  compa  to  floor 
47^  yds.  2-coat  paint     - 
128^  yds.  soper.  colooring  to  walls 
56^  yds.  saper.  whitening  to  ceilings 
72  yds.  soper.  white  lime  to  fbel  store    - 
58^  yds.  sq;ier*  coloor  to  walls  • 
28  yds.  soper.  whitening  to  ceilings 
145  yds.  soper.  2-coat  paint  in  oU 

Carried  fbrward   -. 


«.    d. 


0    4 


£«.</. 


0    3    9^ 


0 

2| 

0  0  9} 

0 

4 

0  9  2 

0 

8 

0  2  0 

0 

3i 

0  18  6i 

0 

5i 

0  18  61 

0 

8i 

0  2  2 

0 

n 

0  1  7i 

0 

2 

10  19  0 

0 

2 

19  17  4 

1 

0 

8  2  0 

0 

2i 

5  11  1} 

0 

10  17  6 

0 

8 

0  11  4 

0 

H 

0  17  6 

0 

6 

0  2  6 

1 

6 

1  1  0 

0 

1* 

0  14  7 

0 

ii 

1  0  10 

0 

2 

0  7  4 

0 

5 

0  2  1 

0 

«i 

0  1  1^ 

0 

H 

0  6  0 

0 

9 

17  17  0 

2 

8 

0  12  4i 

0 

9 

4  1  9 

0 

6 

0  7  0 

0 

6 

0  5  0 

0 

9 

1  7  4i 

0 

9 

0  6  0 

0 

9 

1  7  4i 

1 

9 

5  6  8f 

0 

7 

0  8  9 

2 

6 

0  8  9 

0 

9 

1  14  10} 

0 
0 

3 

0  2  9 
0  8  Hi 

0 

«i 

0  8  8 

0 

0  8  9 

1 

0  7  6 

0 

0  6  0 

0 

n 

0  8  11 

0 

1  0  7 

0 

0  9  5 

0 

0  12  0 

0 

0  8  11 

0 

0  4  8 

0 

24 

I  7  2i 

£    9.    d. 
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Beport, 


Qoantitj  and  Deicriptioii  of  Work. 

Bate. 

Amount 

Amount. 

«. 

d. 

£ 

«.    d. 

£   «.    d. 

Brongfal  forward   - 

- 

14  jdi.  super,  whitening  to  ceiling 

0 

2 

0 

t    4 

48  yds.  super,  colour  to  walls     -            -            . 

0 

2 

0 

8    0 

26  yds.  super.  2-coat  paint  in  oil 

0 

H 

0 

4     8i 

71  yds.  super,  whitemng  to  ceilings 

0 

2 

0  11  10 

156  yds.  super,  colour  to  walls  -           -            - 

0 

2 

1 

6     0 

61  yds.  super.  2-coat  paint  in  oil 

0 

H 

0  11    si 

6  ft.  6  in.  cube  fine  picked  granite 

2 

6 

0 

16     3 

71  yds.  super,  whitening  to  ceilings 

0 

2 

0 

11  10 

156  yds.  super,  colour  to  walls   •           -            . 

0 

2 

1 

6    0 

to  stairs         -            -           -            -           . 

0 

6 

1 

8     6 

54  yds.  2-coat  paint  in  oil           .            .            . 

0 

«i 

0 

10    H 

31  cubic  ft.  brickwork  set  in  cement  to  S.  trap  - 

0 

2 

0 

5     2 

209     8 

ThB  WBOLB  of  BciLDINOfl  WITHIlf  WaLLS. 

11,696  yds.  super,  twice  white  lime  to  prison 

building         -            -            -            -            - 

0 

2 

97 

9     4 

132  yds.  super,  lime  ash  floor  taken  up  and  re- 

laid  in  patches            .            -           -            - 

0 

9 

4 

19     0 

1 65  yds.  super,  whitening  and  colour  to  mess-room 
29i  cubic  ft  brickwork  to  ditto  ... 

0 

2 

1 

7     6 

0 

2 

0 

4  11 

3^  super,  yds.  2-coat  paint  to  same 

0 

2i 

0 

0     7J 

87  yds.  super.  l*coat  paint  to  passage     - 

0 

u 

0 

9     Of 

96  yds.  super,  whitening  to  ceOings  of  archway, 

gateway,  and  passages  to  entrance  buildings    - 

0 

2 

0 

16     0 

1 15i  super  yds.  1-coat  paint  to  archway 

0 

IJ 

0 

'in 

lOicubicyds.  excavation  to  tailors' stone  flue   - 

0 

5 

0 

1 1  super  ^ds.  lime  ash  floor  to  same 

157  fL  6  m.  super,  rough  slate  to  top  and  bottom 

0 

9 

0 

8     3 

0 

1 

0 

13    H 

1 15  ft.  6  in.  super,  brickwork  ditto         r 

0 

1 

0 

«     7i 

13  super,  yds.  sparging  to  ditto  ^           ^           • 

0 

6 

0 

6     6 

7  cubic  ft.  fine  picked  granite  string-course  to 

Cward          -           .           -           -           - 

2 

6 

0  17     6 

103  ft  super,  sheet  iron  ceiling  to  W.  C,  fitted 

and  fixed        -            -            -            -            - 

0 

2 

0  17     2 

IH  yds.  super.  S-coat  paint  to  same 

0 

Si 

0 

3     H 

16  ft  super.  1-in.  deal  wrought  and  fixed  to  floor 
7  ft  super,  f-in.  wrought,  ploughed,  beaded,  and 

0 

3i 

0 

4     8 

fixed 

0 

8 

0 

1     9 

4i  yds.  cube  excavation             .           -           - 

0 

5 

0 

1   lOi 

30  ftsuper.  rough  slate  covering 

0 

1 

0 

2     6 

8  ft.  6  m.  cube  fine  wrought  granite  sink  stone  • 

3 

0 

I 

5     6 

6i  yds.  super,  pitching  to  No.  1  kitchen 

0 

6 

0 

3     3 

96  yds.  super.  2-cout  paint  internally     - 

0 

2i 

0 

18     0 

3^  ft  super.  I -in.  deal,  ploughed,  tongued,  and 

ledged,&c. 

0 

3i 

0 

10    9i 

26  yds.  super  pitching.  No.  2  Parade    - 

0 

9 

0 

19     6 

69i  yds.  cube  excavation  to  drain 

0 

5 

1 

8  Hi 

80  ft  6  in.  run  12  in.  by  12  in.  drain,  with  rough 

0 

3 

1 

0    H 

13i  yds.  compo.  splaying  and  cement  oompo.  to 

^ 

window          -           -           .           -           - 

4 

8 

3 

3     0 

225  yds.  super.  1-coat  paint  B  and  C  wards, 

No.  8  P. 

0 

Ij 

1 

3     5i 

358  ft  super,  wrought  squared  date  to  A  and  B 
haUs,Na4 

0 

4 

5 

19     4 

I3i  yds.  super,  lime  ash  floor  to  fbur  cells  ditto  • 

0 

• 

9 

0 

10    n 

Carried  fonraid   • 
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Quantitj  and  Description  of  Work. 


Broogfat  forward  - 
8  ft.  super,  l^in.  kdged  door  and  frame,  No.  i 

kitchen  .  .  -  -  - 

12  ft.  super,  squared  slate  to  ditto 
68^  yds.  super,  cement  pointing  to  gaUe  No.  4. 

Pnson  -  -  -  -  - 

167  yds.  super,  whittling  to  ceilings  (claricoled, 

&c.  Octagon  Passage)  ... 

463  yds.  super,  cokmnng  to  iralls 
113  yds.  super,  cement  compo.  in  patches 
105  yds.  super,  twice  lime  white  to  plumber's 

shop  ------ 

592  yds.  super.  do.  carpenter's  shop 

298  two  coats  paint  in  oil,  pent  wagons 
290  yds.  sanding  to  roof  of  No.  2.  Prison 

18  yds.  2coat  paint  to  dinner  tray 

222  yds.  sanding  to  roof  of  Na  4.  Prison 

19  yds.  2-coat  paint  to  dinner  tray 

8  ft.  9  in.  1  in.  deal,  wrought  both  sides,  rounded 
edges  -  -  -  -  - 

6  ft.  1-in.  filming,  wrought  and  mortised 
2  ft.  9  in.  2-in.  legs,  square,  mortised,  and  fixed 

24  yds.  cube  masonry  (store  shed) 

504  ft.  slating  da  -  - 

910  ft.  rough  boarding,  fixed      -  .  - 

750  ft.  rough  roofing      -  -  -  - 

25  ft.  cube  brick-work  -  -  -  - 
16  foot-run  6 -in.  glazed  pipe  .  -  - 
16|  yds.  super,  pitching  front  of  guard-room  - 
28  yds.  paint,  grain,  and  varnish  entrance  gate  - 
23  yds.            do.                  do.      to  Lodge 


Case  fob  Ixon  Chbst. 

9  ft.  9  iu.  super,  l^-in.  square  frame,  panelled 

ftx)nt  ------ 

28  ft.  6  in.  super,  l^-in.,  wrought  both  sides,  and 

dovetailed  frame        .  -  .  - 

11  ft.  3  in.  super,  ^in.  ditto,  and  chamfered  to 

drawers  .  .  -  -  - 

14  ft.  9  in.  super.  |-in.  ditto,  dovetailed 
14  ft.  9  in.  super,  j-m.  ploughed  and  tongued 

back  ------ 

6  ft.  super,  l^-in.,  wrought  both  sides,  rounded, 

and  fixed  top  - 
23  ft.  super.  1-in.,  wrought  both  sides,  and  fixed 
4  turned  legs    -  -  -  -       each 

4  turned  knobs  -  -  .  -       each 


Padded  Cell. 

330  ft.  3  in.  super.  1^  in.  square  framing 

25  ft.  6  in.  super.  H-in.  deal,  wrought  both  sides, 

fixed  -  -  -  - 

330  ft.  3  in.  super,  padding  and  straining 
14  ft.  super.  l|-in.  wroug'at  circular,  on  plan,  to 

seats  -  -  -        ■    - 

Carried  forward    - 


Rate. 


8.      (L 


0     Si 
0     6 

0    9 

0  2 
0  2 
0     6 


2 

2 

2 

2i 

2 

24 

a* 
H 

5 
0 
Of 
Of 

0* 

4 

4 
9 
6 
6 


0  4 

0  4i 

0  2^ 

0  4 

0  3 

0  3i 

0  3 

1  0 
0  1 


0  4 

0  3i 

0  84 

1  1 


Amount 


£    s,    d. 


2  11     44 


0  17  6 

4  18  8 

2     9  8 

2     8  4 

0  3  94 

1  17  0 
0     3  114 


0  2 
0  1 
0  1 
4  16 

1 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
1 


3 
74 
1* 
0 
11     6 
16  104 
11     3 


8 
5 

12 
2 

14 


Amount 


OcfvenKMT^ 
Report. 


0  3     3 

0  10     8} 

0  2     4^ 

0  4  11 

0  3     9 

0  1  104 

0  5     9 

0  4     0 
0     0     4 


5  10     0 

0     6  11 
11   13  114 

0  15     2 


£«.<£. 


167  14    2} 


1  16  11 
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Quantity  and  Description  of  Work. 

Rate. 

Amount. 

Amount 

«. 

d. 

£    a. 

d. 

£    «.    A 

Brought  forward  - 

. 

- 

Making  and  fixing  two  trap  doors,  three  locks, 

and  two  bolts,  also  altering  and  hanging  door 

- 

0  18 

0 

77  yds.  sap.  4-coat  paint,  plton  colour    - 

0 

4i 

1     7 

H 

5  yds.  sup.  3-coat  do.  to  door     -            -            - 

0 

3i 

0     1 

4i 

Fitting  in  and  fixing  six  jagged  nuts,  with  bolts 

and  plates  fbr  securing  fraines 

1 

6 

0     9 

0 

23  ft  6  in.  cube  wrought  masonry,  sill,  lintel. 

and  jambs,  chamfered,  groored,  and  set 

6 

6 

7  12 

9 

If  cube  masonry,  taken  down  and  rebuilt 

6 

0 

0  10 

6 

39    4  lOf 

Thseb  New  Cslls,  North  Ehd  of 

No.  1.  Pbisok. 

70  yds.  cube  excavation  to  hot-air  flues,  through 

rock  and  close  sand   -           -            -            - 

0 

9 

2  12 

6 

46  yds.  cube  filling  in  with  grouting      «- 

5 

0 

11  10 

0 

87  ft.  6  in.  cube  fine-picked  granite  to  jambs. 

quoins,  &c.    -           •           .           -           - 

2 

3 

9  16 

lOi 

76  yds.  cement  compo.  -           -           -            - 

1 

7 

6     0 

4 

5SS  ft.  super,  camber  arches,  set  in    gauged 

cement,  mduding  fixing  and  removing  cen- 

tering  .        -            -            -           - 

1 

4 

34  16 

0 

58  yds.  super,  cement  pointing  to  ditto  - 

0 

10 

2     8 

4 

48^  yds.  cube  masonry  in  the  building  of  walls  - 

5 

6 

13     6 

9 

14  yds.  cube  foundation              ... 

2 

3 

1  11 

6 

70  ft  cube  wrought  masonry  to  cills,  lintels,  &c. 

6 

6 

22  15 

0 

190  ft.  6  in.  super.  1^-in.  deal  fioors,  wrought, 

ploughed,  and  tongued,  and  fixed  on  proper 

jomte             ..... 

0 

6 

4  15 

8 

76  ft  super,  l^in.  deal,  fixed  on  risers,  with  iron 

plate  screwed  on  bedsteads     -            .            - 

0 

H 

2     I 

2 

103  ft.  6  in.  super.   1-in.   wrought  both  sides 

and  beaded  double  doors,  in  casing  of  sheet 

iron  ------ 

0 

7 

3     0 

H 

28^  yds.  cement  pointing  to  external  of  cells 

0  10 

1     3 

9 

200  yds.  super,  lime  white  to  cells,  passs^s,  &c. 

0 

U 

1     5 

0 

28  yds.  super.  8-coat  paint,  in  oil 

0 

H 

0     6 

2| 

79^  yds.  super,  lime  ash  floor     .            >            • 

0 

9 

2  19 

n 

70  yds.  super,  removing  and  cutting  away  old 

joists  and  beams,  and  old  lime  ash  floor  laid  on 

spUUs-           .           .           -           -           - 

1 

3 

4     7 

6 

777  ft  super,  rough  fixed  partition  on  ledges,  and 

removing  same            -           -           -            - 

0 

H 

4     0 

Hi 

Fixing  cell  bars,  bolts,  and  stays,  3  sets  - 

4 

0 

0  12 

0 

139    9     \\ 

The  foBowing  were  omitted  from  former  Three 
Cdis. 

103  ft  6  in.  super.  1-in.  deal,  wrought  both  sides 

and  beaded  double  doors,  incasing  sheet  iron  - 

0 

7 

3     0 

it 

'*'4 

23  yds.  super.  3-coat  paint,  plain  colour  - 

0 

H 

0     6 

76  ft  super.  14-in.  deal,  fixed  on  risers,  secured 
with  iron  plates,  for  bedsteads 

0 

6i 

2     1 

2 

150  yds.  lime  white         .            -            -            . 

0 

H 

0  18 

9 

60  yds.  removing  and  cutting;  away  of  old  joists 
and  beams,  and  old  lime  ash  floor  laid  on  splats 

. 

1 

3 

3  15 

0 

Carried  forward    • 
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QoMitity  and  Description  of  Woric 


Brought  fbnrard   - 
777  ft;  siqier.  rough  fixed  partition  on  ledges,  and 
remoyal  of  tame         .  .  .  . 

Fixing  cell  bars,  bolts,  and  stays,  3  sets  - 


QA8W0SK8. 

1,080  ft.  cnbe  brickwork  to  arches,  &c,  including 
taking  down,  stacking,  and  reboilding  of  three 
new  retorts    -  -  ,  -  « 


B  Wjlkd,  Ck>]uinoAnu>  Cnxs,  No.  1  Frison. 

655  ft.  super,  dooble  rebated  and  chamfered 
fhaning  to  corrugated  ceUs,  not  yet  fixed 

22,800  ft.  super,  corrugated  iron  firamework, 
fiirged  and  fitted  from  the  bench 

570  jds.  1-coat  paint  to  iron  firaming  and  corru- 
gations prcTiously  well  cleansed 

Oakum  Shkd. 

3,140  ft.  super,  l-m.  deal  rough  benches,  and  fixed 
on  rough  framing  to  seats  and  foot  boards 

East  A2n>  Fiooxbt  Gatks,  &c 

53  yds.  super.  2*coat  paint,  in  oil,  to  same 

75  yds.  super,  cement  pointing  to  walls  adjoining 

OvFiCBS,  &c  wiTHm  Walls. 

245  yds.  super,  cement  pointing  .  -  - 

4  pieces  paper  hangings  to  surgery 

124  yds.  super,  whitening  and  colouring  to  G 

room  ---.-- 
48  yds.  super,  whitening  and  colouring  to  lobby - 
23  yds.  super,   whitening    to  ceiling  of  chief 

warder's  oflloe  -  .  -  . 

85  yds.  super,  colour  to  walls     ... 
25  yds.  mxper.  irhitening  to  ceiling  to  goyemor*a 

clerk's  office  -  -  -  -  - 

SO  yds.  super,  whitening  to  ceiling  to  goremor's 

office-  .  -  -  -  - 

16  yds.  super.  Tarnish  to  chaplain's  office 
21  yds.  super,  yamish  to  goremor's  office 

17  yds.  super,  whitening  to  ceiling  of  chaplain's 
office-  .  -  .  .  - 

25  yds.  super,  whitening  to  ceiling  of  chaplain's 
clerk's  office  .  -  -  .  - 


Cbapbl. 

52 1  yds.  snper.  2-coat  external  to  windows 
847  yds.  snper.  whitening  to  ceiling,  claircoled 
and  cleaned  with  soiffcMd       •  .  - 

Carried  forward    - 


Rate. 


8.      d. 


0    H 

4     0 


0     3 


0     ^ 
0     2 
0     H 


0    0} 


0    2^ 
0     9 


0  10 

1  3 

0  2 

0  2 

0  2 

0  2 

0  2 

0  2 

0  H 

0  H 

0  2 

0  2 


0    2^ 
0     3 


Amount 


£     8.     d. 


4    0  U\ 
0  12    0 


13  10    0 


15    0    2^ 
18  11     8 
2  19    4^ 


9  16     3 


0    9  IH 
2  16     3 


10 
0 

1 
0 

0 
0 


4  2 

5  0 

0     8 
8     0 

3  10 
5  10 


0     4     2 


5     0 

1  8 

2  2^ 

2  10 
4     2 


0     9  10 
10  11     9 


Amount. 


Govemor'i 
tteport. 


£     8.    d. 


14  14     5^ 


18  10    0 


36  11     3 


9  16    3 


3     6     2i 


13    7     6i 


Q  2 
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BteporU 


Quantity  and  Description  of  Work. 


Brought  forward   • 
750  yds.  taper,  oolooring  to  walls 
168  yds.   cement   compo.,   remoTing  defective 

plaster,  dabbing  oat  and  plastering  to  walls, 

pilasters,  &C.  .  -  -  •  - 

30  ft  saper.  1-in.  lining  circular  on  plan,  fixed  on 

plogs  .  -  -  -  - 

30  ft  super.  14-in.  architraye  ditto,  moulded  and 

fixed- 

73  ft  super.  1^  in.  wrought  slate,  sawn,  planed, 

rubbed,  and  fixed        .... 
174^in.  letters  cut  in  slate        .  .  • 

18  3-in.      ditto      ditto  -  -  - 

21  2(-in.    ditto      ditto  .  .  . 

1,259  l^in.  ditto    ditto 
62  yds.  yamish  to  gallery  firont,  architraves,  and 

vestries  .  -  -  -  - 

4  it  6  in.  cube  fine  picked  corbels,  grooved  to 
carry  ^blets  -  -  -  -  - 

12  yds.  prepared  plastering  to  receive  tablets 
73  ft  super.  3-coat  gutta  percha  to  back  of  same 
33|^  yds.  super.  3-coat  paint  to  division  railing    - 
12  yds.  super,  l^in.  wrought  both  sides,  rounded 
and  fixed  to  seats       .  .  .  . 

5  yds.  super.  3-coat  paint  two  officers'  seats 

35  ft  super.  1-in.  deal,  wrought  both  sides  and 
beaded,  gallery,  &c.   -  -  ^  - 

^  yds.  paint  and  varnish  to  brackets,  &c  under 
ditto.  .  -  -  .  - 

14  ft  6  in.  super.  1^-in.  circular  on  plan, 
rounded  edges,  and  blocked,  to  principal  war- 
ders* seats.     -  -  •  -  - 


Harn£88  Room. 

124  ft  super.  1  in.  deal  fioor,  wrought,  shot,  laid 

on  old  joists  -  -  .  .  . 

28  ft  super.  I -in.  skirting,  wrought,  beaded,  and 

fixed  on  blocking       -  .  .  - 

15  ft  super.  Lin.  deal,  wrought  and  fixed,  soffit 

andsiU 

33  ft  run  1-in.  angle  staffii  to  door  and  window  • 
6  ft  3  in.  super.  1-in.  deal,  wrought  both  sides, 

beaded  and  fixed        -  .  •  . 

21  ft.  super,   l^-in.  deal,  wrought  and  beaded 

rack  board  fi^ed         .... 
23  ft.  8  in.  super,  l^in.  ledged  and  beaded  door 

andfhune      .  -  .  .  . 

46  yards  cement  compo.,  &c.  to  walls    - 
3  yds.  lath  and  plaster  to  ceiling 
18  yds.  plain  3-coat  paint  to  woodwork  - 
28  yds.  cement  pointmg  externally 


Rboulation  Boabds. 

54  ft.  3  in.  super.  1  J-in.  deal,  shot,  ploughed, 

and  dovetailed        -  -  -  - 

15  ft  super,  l-in.  mitred  and  rounded  - 

Carried  forward  - 


Rate. 


0    3 


0     4^ 


5i 

6 

5 

H 
9 


0     5 

0     7i 


Amount. 


«. 

d. 

£    8,    d. 

0 

H 

7  16  3 

0 

6 

4  4  0 

1 

2 

1  15  0 

2 

3 

3  7  6 

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

a 

5 

H 

2 

3  13  0 
0  6  6 
0  7  6 
0  6  1* 
10  9  10 

0 

4 

1  0  8 

2 

1 
0 
0 

6 
0 

H 

0  11  3 

0  12  0 

1  1  3* 
0  9  IJ 

0 
0 

4 
3i 

0  4  0 
0  1  4^ 

0 

3i 

0  10  2^ 

0 

n 

0  0  7f 

0 

9 

0  10  lOi 

0 

2* 

1  5  10 

0 

3* 

0  7  7 

0 
0 

? 

0  4  4i 
0  8  3 

0  1     6 

0  7     5i 

0  10  10^ 

1  3     0 
0  1     3 

0  4  lOi 

1  1     0 


1     2 
0     9 


:i 


Amount 


£      8,    d. 


48     8     8| 


5  15  111 
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Quantity  and  Description  of  Work. 

Rate. 

Amount 

Amount 

8,    d. 

£    8.    d. 

£     8.    d 

Brought  ibrward   - 

. 

... 

1 6  ydfl.  raper.  3-coat  paint,  plain  colour  to  ditto  - 

0     3J 

0     4     4 

12  3-in.  letters  in  oil      - 

0     ij 

0     1     9 

36  2^-in.      ditta           .... 
76  ij-in.       ditto            .... 

0    14 

0     3     9 

0    of 

0     4     9 

2,958  l.io.    diUo           .... 

0   a 

6     3     3 

192}-in.      ditto           -^            -            .            - 

0   o\ 

0     4     0 

8  13    9i 

* 

Notice  Boards. 

130  ft  8  in.  super.  1-in.  wrought  both  sides,  shot, 

ploughed  and  tongued,  with  dovetailed  keys    - 

0     9 

4  18     0 

294  yds.  3*eoat  paint  to  same    ... 

0     34 

0     7  11 

144  yds.  sizing  and  Tarnishing  ... 

0     2\ 

0     2     84 

42  notice  hoai^  mounting         ... 

0     1 

0     3     6 

25  ft  4  in.  super.  1  J-in.  deal,  wrought,  moulded. 

rebated  and  mitred  frames  for  regulations 

0     94 

1    0   04 

3  yds.  super,  paint,  grain,  and  varnish    - 
82  yds.  super.  |-inch  deal,  wrought  both  sides, 
diot,  ploughed,  and  tongued,  with  dovetailed 

1     6 

0     4     6 

keys              ..... 

0     34 

1     3     11 

8    0    7 

DAY  WORK. 

Gas-pitting. 

To  the  general  repairs  to  gas-fittings  throughout 
prison  building,  offices,  stores,  &c.,  also  ntting 

up  of  gas  stoves,  &c : — 

Fitters,  259  days            .           .           . 

2     0 

25  18     0 

25  18     0 

Gasworks, 

To  the  making  good  connections  to  three  new 

retorts:— 

Smiths,  3  days    .... 

1     9 

0     5     3 

Fitters.  35  days  .            .            .            - 

2     0 

3  10     0 

Labourers,  18  days 

1     3 

1     2     6 

4  17    9 

IIeatikg  Afparatus. 

T>  the  general  repairs  to  iron- work  to  same 
throughout:— 

Fitters,  15  days 

2     0 

1   10     0 

LabourerR,  17  days         ... 

1     3 

1      1     3 

2  U     3 

Hot  Water  akd  Steam  Pipes. 

To  the  laying  down  of  3*in.  steam  and  water 

. 

pipes  from  boilers  to  wasbhouse  and  baths: — 

Fitters,  124  days 

2     0 

12     8     0 

Learners,  12  days           ... 

1     6 

0  18     0 

Labourers,  19  days         -           .           - 

1     3 

1     3     9 

Stone  cutters,  ^  days       ... 

1     9 

0     6     3 

Learners,  2  days            .... 

1     6 

0    3     0 

14  18     0 

, 

^              • 

Carried  forward     - 

Gorernor'a 
Beport 
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Gov0riior*B 
Beport. 


Quantity  and  Description  of  Work. 

Bate. 

Amount 

Amount 

Brooght  fonrard 

BBPAIB8  TO  QVABBT,  ClUB0,  &a 

Smiths,  2  dAjs    • 

Fitters,  15  days  .            -           -           . 

Labourers,  8  days 

«. 

1 
2 

1 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 

1 
1 

! 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

1 
2 
1 
I 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

d. 

9 
0 
3 

9 
0 
6 
3 
9 
6 

9 
0 
6 
9 
6 
9 
3 

9 
0 
6 
3 

9 
0 
6 
3 

9 
6 

9 
9 
6 

0  3 

1  10 
0  10 

d. 

6 
0 
0 

£       8.    d. 
9      .^      K 

Pbat  Waooohs  and  Tramway. 

To  the  general  repairs  to  same,  to  wood  and  iron 
▼oA  :— 

Smiths,  15  days  -           -           .           - 
Fitters,  9  dajs    -           -           -           - 
Learners,  2  days             ... 
Labourers,  24  days         ... 
Carpenters,  19  days        ... 
Learners,  29  days          -           .           - 

1     6 
0  18 

0  3 

1  10 

1  13 

2  3 

9 
0 
0 
0 
3 
6 

7  14    6 

Fabm-field  Fehoiko  and  Gates. 

General  repairs:— 

Smiths,  3  days  .... 
Fitters,  13  days  .... 
Learners,  21  days           ... 
Carpenters,  1  day           ... 
Leamws,  4  days  -           ... 
Masons,  3  days  .... 
Labourers,  6  days          ... 

0  5 

1  6 
1   11 
0     1 
0     6 
0     5 
0     7 

3 
0 
6 
9 
0 
3 
6 

A      S      .1 

10  15 

27     4 

3     9 

60     6 

3 
0 
0 
3 

General  repairs  to  ironwork  to  prisons  through- 
out, and  attendance  on  hydraulic  pump,  baths, 

Smiths,  123  days            ... 
Fitters,  272  days             .           .            - 
Learners,  46  days           ... 
Labourers,  965  days        ... 

101   14     6 

General  repairs  to  stoves,  oycds,  and  all  ironwork 
to  officers'  quarters  throughout  :— 

Smiths,  3  days    .... 
Fitters,  104  days 

Learners,  4  days            ... 
Labourers,  64  days         ... 

0     5 

10    8 

0     6 

4     0 

3 
0 
0 
0 

14  19    3 
19    6     6 

27  11     9 

Making  and  repairing  chimney  cowls  through, 
out: — 

Tmmen,  118  days           -           .           . 
Learners,  120  days 

10     6 
9     0 

6 

0 

General  repairs  to  utensils  to  prisons  and  military 
banicks:— 

Plumber,  1  day  -            .            -            . 

Tinmen,  190  days 

Learners,  145  days         ... 

0     1 
16  12 
10  17 

9 
6 
6 

• 

. 

Cairiad  fbrward      • 
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Quantity  and  Description  of  Work. 


Brooght  forward   - 

Bepairs  to  all  water  cisterns,  lead  flashings,  and 
pipes  throu^ont,  and  plombing  in  general: — 
Plumbers,  212  days        .  .  . 

Tinmen,  2  days  .  •  p.  . 


Gkneral  incidental  glazing  to  windows,  skylights, 
&c.  to  boildings  throughout : — 

Glaiiers,  80  days  -  -        -  - 


General  repairs  externally  to  officers*  quarters  in 
all  carpentry  work  : — 

Carpenters,  86  days        -  .  - 

Wheelwrights,  2  days     .  .  . 

Learners,  56  days  •  .  • 


General  repairs  to  works  and  fitum  carts,  wheel 
and  hand  harrows,  handling  of  tools;  making 
and  keq>ing  all  farm  implements  : — 

Carpenters,  62  days        ... 

Wheelwrights,  548  days 

LeameHB,  929  days         ... 

Turners,  7  days  -  -  - 

Smiths,  6  days    -        ,   - 

Labourers,  12  days         -  .  - 


General  incidental  repairs  to  floors,  &c  of 
prison  buildihgs,  offices,  stores,  &c  throughout 
in  all  carpentry  work: — 

Carpenters,  305  days      .  *  . 

Learners,  275  days         ... 

Turners,  213  days  -  .  - 

Wheelwrights,  4  days     -  -  . 

General  sawing  of  timber  for  works  through- 
out:— 

Sawyers,  593  days         .  -  - 


Fitting  up  of  flagstaff  as  telegraph  :— 
Carpenters,  8  days 
Wheelwrights,  8  days     - 
Learners,  5  days 


Waterproofing  of  prisoners'  slops:— 
Painters,  43  days 
Learners  36  days 


Carried  forward 


Rate. 


t.   d. 


1     9 
1     9 


1     9 


1  9 
1  9 
1     6 


1  9 

1  9 

1  6 

1  9 


1  9 

1  6 

1  9 

1  9 


1     9 


I  9 
1  9 
1     6 


1     9 
1     6 


Amount 


£    B.    d. 


18  11     0 
0    3    6 


7     0    0 


7  10  6 
0  3  6 
4     4    0 


5  8 
47  10 
69  13 
0  12 
0  10 
0  15 


26  13  9 

20  12  6 

18  12  9 

0     7  0 


51   17     9 


0  14  0 
0  14  0 
0     7     6 


3  15     3 
2  14     0 


Governor's 
Amount         ^^?^ 


£    9.   d. 


18  14    6 


7    0    0 


11  18    0 


124  10    0 


66    6    0 


51  17    9 


1  15     6 


6    9    3 
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Governor'fl 
Beport. 


Quantity  and  Description  of  Work. 


Brought  forward  - 

General  rqraurs  in  small  portions  to  all  painter's 
work  in  prison  baildings  and  quarters  through- 
out:— 

Painters,  140  days  ... 

Learners,  87  days  ... 

Labourers,  11  days         .  .  . 


Qeneral  slating  to  prison  buildhigs  and  quarters 
throughout,  in  small  portions : — 

Slaters,  223  days  ... 

Learners,  140  days  ... 

Labourers,  121  days       ... 


(General  repairs  to  masonry,  plaster  to  walls  and 
ceilings,  and  making  good  lime  ash  floors  in 
small  portions  throughout  to  prison  build- 
ings:— 

Stonecutters,  10  days      ... 

Masons,  89  days  ... 

Labourers,  485  days        -  .^  . 

Plasterers,  1 0  days  ... 

Learners,  51  days  ... 

Slaters,  6  days    .... 


Ditto  to  officers'  quarters: — 
Stonecutters,  6  days 
Masons,  24  days 
Labourers,  44  days 
Learners,  4  day^ 


Washing  sand  for  plaster,  and  making  mortar  for 
general  works : — 

Labourers,  433  days       ... 


General  repairs  to  waterclosets,  drains,  cesspits, 

&c  throughout  in  small  portions  to  pnson 
buildings: — 

Masons,  28  days  ... 

Learners,  7  days  ,  .            .            . 

Labourers,  48  days  •            .            . 

Stonecutter,  1  day  -            .           « 


Ditto  to  officers'  quarters  :- 
Masons,  6  days  - 
Learners,  5  days 
Labourers,  12  days 
Stonecutter,  1  day 


Carried  forward 


Rate. 


«.  (2. 


1  » 
1  6 
1  3 


I  9 
1  6 
1  3 


1  9 
1  9 


1  9 

1  9 

I  3 

1  6 


1  3 


1  9 

1  6 

1  3 

1  9 


1  9 

1  6 

1  3 

1  9 


Amount 


£    s.    d. 


12  5  0 
6  10  6 
0  13  9 


19  10  3 

10  10  0 

7  11  3 


0  17 
7  15 
30  6 
0  17 
3  16 
0  10 


0  10  6 

2  2  0 

2  15  0 

0  6  0 


27  1  3 


2  9  0 
0  10  6 

3  0  0 
0  1  9 


0  10  6 

0  7  6 

0  15  0 

0  1  9 


Amount 


£     8,     d. 


19  9  3 


37  11  6 


44  4  0 


5  13  6 


27  1  3 


6  1  3 


1  14  9 
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Quantity  and  Description  of  Work. 

Rate. 

Amount 

Amount 

Brought  forward  - 
Chimney  sweeping  and  repairs  to  same  to  prison 
buildings,  officers*  quarters,  and  military  bar- 
racks, &c. : — 

Masons,  25  days 

Learners,  6  days            -           - 

Labourers,  126  days       -           -           - 

8,     d. 

1     9 
1     6 
1     8 

1     3 

1     3 
1     0 

£    «.    d 

2    3    9 
0    9     0 
7  17     6 

£    #.    d. 
in  in    ^ 

Digging  clay  for  puddling  to  reservoir,  water 
Labourers,  133  days       -            -            - 

8     6    3 

8     6     3 
17fi   17      A 

Quarrying  and  blasting  granite  stone  for  general 
works,  also  clearing  stone  for  and  making  new 
roadway  to  fiirm  fields:-- 

Quarrymen,  2,830  days  -           .           . 

176  17     6 

Carting  ditto  :— 

Labourers,  2,133  days    -            -            - 

106  13    0 

106  18     0 
192  13  lOi 

104     2  Hi 

Forging  and  fitting  iron  work  for  works  through- 
out, as  per  iron  book  for  12  months  - 

masons'  hammers,  cnisels,  tarers,  spades,  turf 
knives,  &a  &c  for  works  and  farm    - 

.£ 

Total  amount  - 

2,503     2     2i 

Govomor's 
Beport. 


ABSTRACT. 

Works  to  buildings  withfai  walls 
General  incidentals       ... 
Works  external  .  -  - 

Farm  buildings,  field  fencing,  and  tramway 
Furniture  and  fittings  ... 
Quarry  .... 

Military  bartacks  -  .  - 

Boundary  walls,  &c.    ... 
Superior  officers'  quarters 
Officers'  quarters  -  -  - 

General  repairs  to  tools 

Total  amount 


£ 

«. 

d. 

587 

4 

lOi 

539 

3 

6i 

470 

11 

7i 

143 

3 

74 

52 

12 

3} 

179 

1 

0 

13  15 

2} 

68 

12 

loi 

71 

3 

9i 

273 

10 

«i 

104 

2 

IH 

;e2,503 

2 

2i 
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DarimooT  Pruon  {AppetuUx). 


(H.) — Statement  of  Fabh  Pboduoe  sold  and  supplied  to  the  Steward 

in  the  Year  1856. 


GoTcrnor'a 
Beport. 


Descriptioii. 


10,317  gallons  of  milk  supplied  to  steward 
28  cwt  2  qrs.  of  celery  ditto 

212  cwt  cabbage 


1,022  cwt  carrots 
259  cwt  potatoes 
240  cwt  parsnips 
4  cwt  lettuce 
1  cwt  parsle J 
1,775  tons  of  peat 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


2,991i  lbs.  of  butter  sold  to  officers 
Vegetables,  ditto 

436i  gallona  of  milk,      ditto 
Pork,  ditto 

41  live  pigs  sold 
8  calves,  ditto 
7  cows,  ditto 

1  hdfier,         ditto         -  • 


Hate. 


0  6 
15  0 

3  10 

3  3 

4  lOi 
3  6 

10  0 

20  0 

9  0 

1  0 

1  0 


£ 


Amount 


£     s.  d. 

257  18  6 

21  7  6 

40  12  8 

166  1  6 

63  2  7 
42  0  0 

2  0  0 

1  0  0 

798  15  0 

149  U  6 

51  15  6 

21  16  3 

149  9  8 

64  10  6 
9  8  6 

94  13  6 

4  15  0 


1,938  18  2 
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(I.)— ReTUBN   of  the  EllPLOTMEirr    of    CoNVICTB  in    DaRTMOOB  Prison  Governor 

on  the  20th  May  1856.  ^'*- 


OccuDatv^sia. 


Carpenters 

Smiths  aad  fitters 

Painters  •  -  - 

Plmnbers  -  -  - 

Masons    .  -  -  • 

Stonecutters 

Sawyers 

Wheelwrights 

Slaters    .  -  -  • 

Tinmen  -  -  -  - 

Bookbinders 

Oakum  Pickers  - 

Labourers,  learners,  cleaners,  and 

Shoemakers 

Tailors 

Washers .  -  - 

Bakers    -  -  - 

Cooks     - 

Agrkraltnral  Labourers  • 

Sick,  school,  unempk>y«d,  and  un 

Total 


No.  of  Men. 


5 

1 
2 
4 
2 

1 
1 
2 


• 

- 

- 

1 

. 

- 

- 

79 

light-labour  men 

- 

178 
56 
70 
12 
11 
19 

• 

- 

318 

ler  punishment 

•    - 

- 

159 

- 

933 

Number  of  working  days  -  -  -312 

Daily  average  number  of  men  effective  for  labour     - 

Ditto  ditto  ditto        non-effective     (being 

sick,  at  school,  unemployed,  and  under  punishment  - 


797 


136 


933 
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Dartmoor  Prison  (Appendix). 


<^JJ™^»  (K)-^Statement   showing  the    Quantity    of   Gas  manufactured    and 
— '         consumed  in  these  Prisons^  for  the  Twelve  Months  ending  81  December 
1866. 


Bute. 

Quantity 

of  Peat  consumed 

in  making  Gras. 

Peat  consumed 
in  making  Qas, 

heating  Betorts. 

Quantity  of 

Gas 

Manoflustured, 

in  Cubic  Feet. 

1856. 
January    -        -        -        - 
February  -        -        -        . 
March       .... 

f&.   ;   :   ;  : 

June         -        .        -        - 
Jnly          .... 
August      .... 

October     -        -        -        - 
NoYember          -        -        - 
December-       .       .       - 

Cwts. 
713 
637 
582 
414 
356 
240 
248 
332 
468 
724 
730 
807 

tons  cwts  qrs  Ibi. 
75      3      2      0 
68     16      2      0 
68     12      2       0 

48  2       1       0 
87     11       10 
81       2      2      0 
32       3       1       0 
36       7       1       0 

49  10       3       0 
75     14       2       0 
74     17       0       0 
79     18       0       0 

Cubic  feet 
270,940 
242,060 
221,160 
157,320 
135,280 
91,200 
94,240 
126,160 
177,840 
275,120 
277,400 
306,660 

Total    .       .        . 

6,251 

677     19       1       0 

2,375,380 

Cost  of  Hakuvacturs. 


Description. 



Rate. 

Amount 

Amount 

«. 

d 

£    s. 

d. 

£     #.    d. 

Total  salaries  of  three  civilians   - 

. 

. 

- 

168     1 

0 

600  fire  bricks    -           .           - 

per  1,000 

120 

0 

3  12 

0 

400   „       „     arch 

ft 

150 

0 

3     0 

0 

20  bushels  fire  clay 

•            . 

100 

0 

5     0 

0 

225firetae8,  12  x   12  x  2 

per  100 

120 

0 

13  10 

0 

10  cwt  wrought  iron  crates 

- 

14 

0 

7     0 

0 

7^  tons  cast  iron  retorts  - 

per  cwt 

10 

0 

75    0 

0 

8  cwt  2  lb«.  cast  iron  fire  bars     - 

n 

11 

0 

4  18 

6 

2  yards  of  lime  for  masonry 

16 

0 

1   12 

0 

677  tons  19  cwt  1  qr.  peat 
88  yards  lune  fbr  purifiers 

- 

9 

0 

305     1 

9 

- 

16 

0 

70    8 

0 

1,080  feet  cube  bricklayers'  work  - 

- 

0 

3 

13  10 

0 

Carpenters*,  smiths*,  and  fitters'  hibour 

- 

- 

- 

4  13 

4 

169  superficial  feet  1-in.  deal  centering 

- 

0 

3 

2     2 

3 

500  hard  stock  bricks      - 

per  1,000 

75 

0 

1  17 

6 

679     1    4 

Value  of  product:— 

By  78  tons  3  cwt  of  charcoal  - 

- 

30 

0 

117     4 

6 

47  tons  15  cwt  of  ashes      - 

- 

30 

0 

71  12 

6 

88  cube  yards  lime  at  half  cost 

- 

8 

0 

35     4 

0 

8  tons  burnt  iron    - 

10 

0 

4     0 

0 

Total  yalue  of  product 

• 

. 

228     1 

0 

Ni*tt  fiotit  of  manuiketure 

^            . 

. 

. 

451     0 

4 

679     1     4 

£451  Off.  Ad.  being  the  nett  cost,  diyided  by  2,375,380  cubit  feet  of  Gas,  gires  a  cost  of 
about  3f.  9j^  per  1,000  cubit  feet 
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256  Dartmoor  Prison  (Appendix), 

Governor's  STATEMENT  showing  the  expenditure  of  Dartmoor  Prison,  for  the  year 
^^-  ending  Slst  March  1857. 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks 
Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants  -  -        - 

Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment 
Rations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 
Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants  -  -        - 

Victualling  prisoners  .  -  - 

Clothing,  &c.  for  prisoners  ^  .  -  - 

Bedding  for  prisoners  -  -  -  - 

Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &c.         ... 
Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick) 
Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 

liberation         -  -  -  . 

Gratuities  to  convicts  .  -  -  - 

Furniture  and  fittings  -  -  .  • 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c.   -  -  - 

Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes  *  -       "      * 
Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  Tepairs      -  -        - 

Soap,  scouring,  and  cleaning  articles    -  -  - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops  -        - 

Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c.  -  - 

Various  small  disbursements       -  -  .  - 

Rent,  rates,  and  taxes  -         -  - 


£      s. 

d. 

3,151  4 

6 

6,320  12 

0 

822  7 

11 

1,295  2 

10 

677  13 

7 

12,620  9 

6 

4,174  6 

6 

83  14 

4 

190  11 

10 

260  9 

11 

961  \ 

11 

1,717  15 

1 

71  2 

6 

48  14 

2 

1,970  0 

6 

1,618  0 

8 

.  279  13 

2 

140  16 

8 

33  19 

0 

706  11 

H 

430  3 

2 

Total               -           .  .€37,574  13  9^ 
Deduct— Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of 

productive  labour                ...            .       1,502  0  \\ 

Net  expenditure        -  £  36,072  13  8 
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CHAPLAIN'S  EEPORT. 


Gentlembn,  Dartmoor  Prison,  December  10,  1856. 

I  HAVE  now  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  my  yearly  Report, 
and  in  doing  so  at  a  season  like  the  present,  when  the  public  mind  is 
occupied  with  so  many  distressing  appi'ehensions  causeid  by  the  mis- 
conduct of  criminals,  some  of  whom  have  been  detected  among  the 
prisoners  discharged  on  licence,  it  surely  cannot  be  unbecoming  in  me 
to  join  in  the  general  expression  of  pain  and  indignation  which  the 
atrocities  of  the  burglar  and  garotter  have  caused,  I  do  so  fully 
sympathize  with  it  as  to  say  that  if  such  conduct  could  be  consider^ 
as  the  fruits  of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  which  established  the 
licence  sytem,  the  sooner  that  Act  was  repealed  the  better.  But  I 
cannot  agree  with  such  an  opinion ;  on  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the 
system  will  be  found  on  examination  to  have  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  this  increase  of  crime. 

But  if  a  large  amount  of  crime  is  thrown  on  your  hands  by  the 
country,  and  the  numbers  who  enter  our  prisons  are  largely  on  the 
increase,  the  evil  and  discredit  of  such  a  state  of  things  should,  in 
faimess,  bo  traced  up  to  its  source,  and  thus  the  general  ministry  of 
religion  throughout  the  land  be  made  to  be  bear  the  sad  blame  with 
ourselves.  Would,  indeed,  that  there  were  agency  in  our  parishes  in 
town  and  country  sufficiently  strong  to  bring  imder  religious  and 
moral  control  our  increasing  population.  Our  large  and  increasing 
means  of  abating  our  social  evils,  insufficient  though  they  be,  and 
promoted  by  the  excellent  of  all  classes  in  the  land,  are  working 
iavourably  to  diminish  crime ;  and  all  that  can  be  said  of  the  heavy 
balance  against  order  and  morality  is,  that  it  is  but  an  expression  of 
our  national  shortcomings. 

Truly  we  wish  more  could  be  done  to  meet  this  evil  and 
prevent  it,  but  while  the  evil  is  around  us,  it  becomes  us  to  labour, 
not  to  solve  useless  questions,  but  to  seek  to  bring  back  those 
who  have  gone  astray,  and  to  point  out,  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
the  only  name  and  the  only  way  b^  which  these  poor  wanderers  can 
be  restored.  The  blessed  Gospel  itself  was  sent  as  a  cure  to  men 
who  had  already  fallen,  and  who  bear  about  them  the  painful  evidence 
indeed  in  the  ruin  which  sin  has  made,  and  our  mission  is  to  point  them 
to  Him  who  thus  came  *^  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners,  to  repen- 
tance." Encouraged  by^  these  feelings  we  can  go  on,  and,  in  a  spirit 
in  which  we  trust  boasting  is  excluded,  lay  before  you  the  laboun 
of  the  past  year. 

The  lectures  to  the  sick  in  the  infirmary,  with  daily  prayers,  public 
morning  and  evening  prayers  daily  in  the  chimel,  visits  to  the  punish* 
ment  cells,  superintendence  of  education  in  the  schoolf  and  religious 
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^^^^1^^  instruction  tbere^  evening  lectures  in  association  wards  on  Sundays 
^a^  and  werk-days,  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion  quarterly,  ad- 
monitions to  prisoners  received  from  other  prisons^  and  to  those 
leaving  this,— all  these  have  been  performed  throughout  the  year  a& 
strictly  prison  duties ;  and  in  looking  back  gratefully  at  being  per- 
mitted to  carry  them  out,  we  cannot  but  hope  that  they  have  not 
been  in  vain ;  and.  that  even  in  cases  where  vital  religion  has  not 
reached  a  prisoner's  hearty  there  has  still  been  developed  a  certain 
seriousness  and  attention ;  and  throughout  the  prison  there  exists  an 
improvement  in  outward  decorum  and  morality,  and  a  large  and 
satiB&ctory  amount  of  peace,  quietness,. and  safe^  prevails. 

I  have  before  referred  in  former  reports,  in  gratefiil  acknowledg- 
ments to  your  kindness  for  enabling  me  to  try  the  experiment,  of  a. 
small  classification  of  the  men  in  one  of  the  association  wards. 

By  your  direction,  a  ward  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  those 
persons  who  were  desirous  to  enter  it  From  its  commencement,  this 
ward  has  been  superintended  by  the  chaplain,  and  on  Sundays  and 
week-days  evening  lectures  have  been  held,  increasing  in  attendance- 
from  40  to  60  or  70men.  As  a  body,  these  men  are  uniformly  obedient 
to  the  authorities  and  kind  to  one  anotiier,  and  as  discharges  upon 
■  liberty  take  place,  their  room  is  filled  up  by  fresh  candidates.  The 
'training  of  these  men  in  many  cases  began  in  the  close  or  previous 
prison,  and  it  has  been  kept  up,  and  others  have  joined  them  who 
nave  begun  a  new  course  of  life  in  this  place. 

From  inquiries  I  have  made,  I  am  able  to  state  to  you  that  not 

one  of  those  who  have  been  regular  members  of  this  Bible  class  in 

No.  3  prison  during  the  last  three  vears  has  returned  on  forfeited 

'licence,  nor  do  I  beueve  that  any  of  them  have  heesa  convicted  of 

fresh  crimes  or  disobedience  to  the  laws. 

In  answer  to  all  that  can  be  alleged  of  the  nseleasness  of  a  chap- 
Iain's  labours,  I  would  point  them  to  this  little  sample  among  a 
gradually  chanring  lot  of  60  men,  and  knowing  what  the  Gospel 
can  do,  as  well  m  a  prison  as  out  of  it,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
there  has  been  much  positive  sound  reformation  in  the  case  of  many 
who  have  been  brought  to  this  place,  by  which  they  have  in  afler- 
times  lived  down  their  difficulties  as  discharged  convicts,  and  that 
the  truth  of  God  is  stilly  when  received  aright,  what  it  has  ever  been, 
'  **  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth." 

Nor  has  there  been  for  a  moment  any  relaxation  of  discipline — ^a 

•  system  of  training,  I  may  remark,  so  important  to  give  method  and 
regularity  to  the  generally  desultory  habits  of  these  men.  Through- 
out the  evening  their  time  is  employed  in  improving  their  minds,  nor 
are  they  made  much  of  or  coaxed  into  good  behaviour.  There  is 
constantiy  being  pressed  on  them  the  higher  claims  of  honest 
integrity  through  life,  as  against  themselves ;  and  that,  though  the 
grace  of  God  receives  the  poor  penitent  tran^ressor,  better  would  it 
have  been  for  him  had  he  not  fallen.  There  is  urged  on  them  the 
necessity  of  showing  constantly  that  a  change  for  good  has  taken 

*  place,  by  their  unflinching  obedience  to  everv  just  command  of  the 
authorities ;  and  towards  one  another,  the  duty  of  forbearing  one 
another  in  love,  controlling  their  tempers,  mcnrtifying  evil  inclina- 
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.tions,  and  the  like;  nor  is  there  ever  seen,  without  instant  rebuke,  ^ijg^'* 
any  sickly  conceit  of  their  own   comparative  righteousness  over  .   -^/ 
their  fellow  men. 

Officers  of  the  Prison. — SdiooU  and  Library. — I  would  also  press 
on  your  kindness  the  establishment  of  an  officers'  library  of  moderate 
extent,  and  not  involving  much  expense,  selected  from  such  soimd 
literature  as  would  secure  an  extensive  reading,  and  be  something 
to  act  against  the  corrupting  influence  of  much  that  is  read  where 
better  is  not  to  be  had. 

To  prove  that  a  taste  for  reading  is  setting  in,  and  that  it  can  be 
indulged  notwithstanding  the  large  drain  on  their  time  in  their  public 
labour,  it  may  be  mention^  that  they  are  periodicdly  suppliea  leith 
the  excellent  voltunes  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society  at  cost  price. 

In  regard  also  to  direct  religious  influence  on  the  officers  andtba^ 
families,  I  would  submit  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  may  set 
on  foot  visits  to  officers'  families  at  their  homes,  on  the  pUm  of* 
pastoral  visiting.  The  valued  assistance  which  you  have  given  me  in 
my  colleague,  the  Rev.  A.  Hill,  enables  me  to  offer  this  addition  ta- 
our  ordinary  duties.  We  are  both  convinced  that  it  will  prove 
-  acceptable  to  the  officer  and  his  family  in  general  cases,  and  i  may 
add  that,  where  it  has  been  carried  on  in  ever  so  partial  a  manner 
during  the  last  five  years,  it  has  alwavs  been  kindly  received.  The 
influence  of  the  officer  for  good  or  evil  on  the  men  under  his  charge 
can  scarcely  be  overrated,  and  where  such  an  official  is,  throughout 
the  day,  by  the  side  of  his  men,  it  is  important  that  every  influence 
towards  a  sound  and  healthy  reformation  should  be  gone  on  with 
side  by  side  with  the  punishment  to  be  endured.  If  then  an 
improvement  in  the  habits  of  the  warder  can  be  arrived  at  by 
placing  befoi:e  him  pursuits  such  as  those  adverted  to,  and  by  a 
suitable  education  be  advancing  his  children's  welfare,  the  officer 
will  become  more  attached  than  he  is  at  present  to  the  service,  his 
late  unsettledness  and  discontent  will  be  removed,  and  he  becomes  a 
more  faithful  servant  to  the  Government. 

Penal  Sentences. — If  no  difference  be  made  between  the  well- 
conducted  and  the  ill-conducted  man  while  in  prison,  may  it  not 
be  said  that  we  do  something  to  ignore  that  very  principle  of 
fairness  and  justice  on  which  we  had  acted  towards  the  man  him- 
self, when  we  brought  him  to  trial  on  the  ground  that  he  had  not 
acted  as  righteously  as  his  neighbour,  but  the  reverse?  The 
man  will  not  fail  to  reflect  that  it  makes  but  little  difference  in  the 
eyes  of  those  who  administer  his  punishment  whether  he  behaves 
well  or  ill  during  his  sentence ;  for  the  results  will  be  the  same  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  There  is,  certmnly,  inducement  to  gooil 
behaviour  held  out  in  the  prison,  by  better  food  and  higher  wages, 
but  these  are  insufficient  compared  with  the  gratification  the  man 
finds  in  doing  as  he  likes ;  and,  of  course,  his  natural  inclination  is  to 
oppose  the  authorities  rather  than  yield  obedience  to  them.  Hence, 
punishment  increases  as  disobedience  increases,  from  the  want  of  a 
motive  sufficiently  strong  to  act  the  other  way.  I  imagine  that  few 
things  would  act  so  strongly  (as  may  be  proved  from  past  experience) 
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Chaplain*!  08  tbe  hope  of  earlj  liberty^  which  to  many  is  an  absorbing  idea, 
*•*****•    and  has  been  known  to  produce  striking  effects  even  on  the  most 
incorrigible. 

In  taking  leave  of  this  subject,  £  may  add  that  here  at  least  in 
Dartmoor,  with  some  exceptions  which  might  perhaps  be  taken^  or 
improvements  su^^ested,  the  objectors  must  admit,  that  in  carrying 
oat  criminal  punishments  there  is  nothing  found  of  anything  ap- 
proaching to  partiality  towards  any  class.  The  man  whose  education 
nas  not  been  restraining  enough  of  itself  to  keep  him  from  crime, 
and  the  poor  untaught  labourer  who  can  neither  read  nor  write,  are 
alike  dealt  with.  Here  are  seen,  working  side  by  side,  the  lawyer 
and  the  sweep,  the  surgeon  and  the  shoe-black,  the  swindling  railway 
official  and  the  fraudulent  clei^jman, — all  alike  occupied  in  crushing 
bones  for  manure,  breaking  granite  for  roads,  or  digging  trenches  for 
peat  on  the  bogs. 

There  is  only  one  unhappy  class  for  whom  I  woidd  say  a  few 
words  by  way  of  appeal  before  I  close,  and  this  is,  the  weak*minded 
and  partially  or  wholly  imbecile. 

For  the  last  two  years,  and  especially  since  we  have  become  an 
invalid  establishment,  a  large  increase  of  weak-minded  men,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  a  hundred,  have  been  received.  These  idiots  have 
caused  us  great  embarra^ssment,  in  thus  seeing  human  suffering 
increased  without  having  the  power  to  remedy  it  For  after  they 
have  violated  the  impartial  rules  of  discipline,  and  passed  a  lengthen^ 
course  of  punishment  in  the  cells,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
have  a  commission  to  sit  on  their  case,  the  result  of  which  has 
generally  been  their  removal  to  Bethlem  HospitaL  In  cases  less 
marked  the  misery  has  scarcely  been  less.  They  have  been  absorbed 
in  the  general  prison,  but  only  to  endure  other  forms  of  wretched- 
ness, in  being  made  the  butt  of  the  harsh  and  unfeeling  prisoner,  and 
embarrassing  the  kind-hearted  officer  whose  difficulties  between  his 
pity  for  them,  and  his  sense  of  duty  in  repressing  disorder,  call  for 
your  kind  sympathy,  both  for  him  and  for  these  poor  afflicted 
creatures.  In  such  cases  as  the  above,  where  the  removal  hither  of 
these  unfortunates  is  of  such  doubtful  expediency,  I  would  appeal  to 
your  kindness  to  check  a  practice  which  seems  incompatible  with  the 
carrying  out  of  the  general  objects  of  the  prison. 
I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

With  unfeigned  respect, 

'  Your  faithful  servant, 

J.    I)C£1£, 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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III. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Medioil 


Gentlemen,  Dartmoor  Prison,  December  26,  1856.        Meoioii 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  present  this  my  fifth  annual  Report  on    Officer*! 
the  sanitary  condition  of  this  establishment,  and  it  affords  me  great       ^^ 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  show  a  very   small  amount  of  sickness  and 
mortality  for  the  past  year,  there  having  been  only  33  deaths  in  a 
daily  average  of  about  850  invalid  prisoners,  many  of  whom,  when 
received  here,  were  labouring  under  diseases  of  a  fatal  tendency. 

Before  alluding  to  the  most  prevalent  and  important  diseases  which 
have  come  under  my  care,  I  shall  give  a  short  analysis  of  the  medical 
grounds  of  removal  hither  of  the  invalids  received  during  the  past 
year.  Debility,  resulting  from  various  causes,  was  the  ground  of 
removal  in  56  cases,  -a  considerable  number  of  whom  were  spare  and 
delicate  men,  who  had  suffered  from  cough  and  other  symptoms  of 
pulmonary  disease.  Many  appeared  reduced  in  physical  strength  from 
confinement,  diarrhoea,  fever,  and  other  ailments;  but  they  were 
generally  well  adapted  for  this  place,  as  is  evidenced  by  their  im- 
proved appearance  and  capadty  for  labour. 

The  number  received  for  phthisis  was  36,  which,  added  to  those 
remaining  at  the  end  of  1855,  gives  a  total  of  54.  Most  of  these  had 
the  disease  fully  developed  on  reception ;  it  is,  therefore,  not  sur- 
prising that  this  malady  should  have  been  the  cause  of  our  greatest 
mortality  in  this  as  in  formef  years ;  but  it  is  a  disease  which  has 
always  been  imported,  and  I  have  never  found  the  change  prove 
injimous. 

As  a  cold  and  moist  climate  is  generally  understood  to  favour  the 
production  of  tubercular  consumption,  I  may  state  that  I  have  found 
it  quite  the  reverse  here,  and  that  the  disease  is  almost  unknown 
amongst  the  natives  of  this  elevated  and  humid  locaKty.  From  having 
had  opportunities  of  witnessing  its  resistless  process  to  a  fatal  termi- 
nation m  more  favoured  and  genial  climates,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
expressing  my  opinion  in  favour  of  Dartmoor  for  this  class  of  invalids. 

In  addition  to  the  phthisical  cases,  we  have  received  31  for  chest 
disease,  including  chronic  bronchitis,  haemoptysis,  and  asthma,  many 
of  which  had  been  of  long  standing,  and  the  patients  greatly  debili- 
tated. When  the  men  were  not  advanced  in  life,  the  improvement 
was  commonly  satisfactory  ;  and  I  may  again  remark  upon  the  little 
inconvenience  experienced  by  such  men,  even  in  our  most  inclement 
<^d  ^oggy  weather,  which  circumstance  is  sometimes  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  the  patients  themselves. 
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ooSi?!  The  aged,  feeble,  and  weakly  amounted  to  41 ;  and  I  may  mention 
^iHMt.  ^}^i  ^ig  place  does  not  appear  suitable  for  such  men,  it  having  been 
found  necessary  to  recommend  the  removal  of  several  who  were  suf- 
fering from  the  climate. 

Rheumatism  is  also  a  complaint  for  which  I  do  not  consider  this 
place  adapted,  but  the  cases  received  during  the  year  amounted  only 
to  13. 

Scrofula,  in  its  different  forms,  only  numbers  47  for  the  year,  which 
is  lower  than  usual,  and  the  disease  was  generally  less  severe  than  we 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  witnessing  among  prisoners.  The  out- 
door employment  in  this  bracing  atmosphere,  with  a  good  allowance 
of  nutritious  diet,  aided  by  medical  remedies,  soon  work  a  favourable 
change,  but  it  is  a  disease  which  has  sometimes  proved  both  tedious 
and  intractable. 

The  subjects  of  heart  disease  were  for  the  most  part  young  weakly- 
looking  men,  and  although  it  was  sometimes  complicated  with  phthi- 
sical appearances,  the  out-door  employment  in  most  instances  effected 
a  beneficial  change. 

Epilepsy  was  in  former  years  one  of  the  principal  grounds  of 
invauding  to  this  place ;  but  there  has  been  this  year  a  considei*able 
diminution,  both  in  the  number  and  severity  of  the  cases. 

Mental  affectbns  received  during  the  year  amount  to  44,  and  83 
remidned  at  the  end  of  1855,  giving  an  average  -throughout  the  year 
of  about  100.  The  medical  grounds  of  removal  hither  were  *^  Dull 
intellect,  weak  mind,  despondency,  eccentricity,  and  insanity  f  there 
were  several  for  attempted  suicide,  and  others  who  had  been  in  lunatic 
asylums,  and  therefore  required  watching. 

These  cases  have  been  a  source  of  constant  anxiety,  for  although 
many  of  the  unfortunate  men  were  generally  well  conducted,  they 
are  occasionally  sulject  to  fits  of  excitement.  Others,  again,  are 
constantly  misconducting  themselves,  and  whenajggravated,  have  been 
guilty  of  assaults,  whidi  demanded  the  restraint  of  the  body  belt 
for  their  own  safety,  as  well  a£  that  of  the  officers  and  their  fellow 
prisoners. 

The  cases  of  partial,  and  in  some  instances  feigned,  insanity  are  as 
difficult  to  manage  as  those  of  a  more  decided  character,  and  reouire 
an  equal  degree  of  precaution  and  facility  for  observation.  We  nave 
hitherto  laboured  under  a  great  disadvantage  in  dealing  with  those 
men,  from  having  them  associated  with  the  whole  body  of  prisoaerB, 
and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  their  assaults  have 
arisen  from  the  ridicule  and  annoyance  to  which  their  peculiarides 
have  subjected  them.  I  am,  therefore,  glad  to  know  that  an  entire 
separation  of  such  men  has  been  sanctioned,  and  that  measures  lure 
now  in  progress  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  as  it  is  much  required. 
When  this  is  accomplished,  with  attendants  accustomed  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  insane  appointed  to  watch  over  them,  and  direct  them 
in  their  different  occupations,  I  confidently  expect  that  the  change 
will  be  followed  by  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  their  offences  and 
by  increased  industry,  and  that  tho  means  of  restraint  will  seldom 
be  required. 
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In  dealing  with  this  class,  as  well  as  those  weakened  by  disease,    SttSS?i 
the  greatest  care  is  taken  in  the  assignment  of  the  different  kinds  of    ^^9^ 
labour,  and  every  facility. afforded  the  invidids  to  effect  a  change 
«hould  it  be  considered  necessary  on  a  medical  examination,  the  result 
of  which  is  reported  in  writing  for  the  information  and  guidance  of 
the  Governor. 

As  a  body,  the  prisoners  have  always  been  deserving  of  comment 
^tion  for  the  willingness  and  activity  displayed  in  the  p^ormance 
of  their  various  occupations ;  and  tlie  well-cultivated  fields  in  the 
vicinity  are  not  only  a  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  industry,  but 
form  a  pleasing  contrast  to  the  adjoining  moor. 

Hospital  Repobt. 

In  briefly  noticmg  some  of  the  most  prevalent  diseases  of  the  past 
year,  I  may  remark  that  we  have  been  very  free  from  those  cA  an 
epidemic  character,  and  that  the  increase  in  the  mortality  has  arisen 
from  the  fact  of  the  prisoners  being  almost  exclusively  of  the  invalid 
class,  many  of  whom  were  in  a  hopeless  state  from  disease  on  re- 
cepticm. 

Although  the  deaths  have  been  more  numerous  than  last  year,  we 
have  had  fewer  cases  under  medical  treatment,  the  largest  number  in 
tiie  infirmary  at  one  time  having  been  87,  and  the  smallest  42^ 
highest  number  of  .complaming  sick  63,  and  the  lowest  26 ;  giving  a 
daily  average  of  64  for  the  former,  and  44  for  the  latter. 

Febrile  diseases  have  been  rare  and  mild,  most  of  the  cases  being 
of  an  inflammatorv  nature,  arising  from  sudden  variations  in  the 
temperature,  but  they  have  never  assumed  a  typhoid  type,  which  was 
so  common,  in  former  years,  and  the  attacks,  generally,  soon  yielded 
to  the  treatment  piursued. 

As  chest  affections  form  the  medical  grounds  of  removal  in  by  fiur 
the  largest  proportion  of  the  prisoners  received  here,  it.  is  but  natural 
to  suppose  uiat  they  are  the  most  common  ailments  requiring  medical 
treatment,  and  are  the  cause  of  our  greatest  mortality.  Catarrh  ia 
always  present,  both  in  the  acute  and  chronic  forma.  In  the  month 
of  May  it  prevailed  as  an  epdemio  to  a  condderable  extent*  and  from 
being  aeeompanied  with  a  good  deal  of  fever,  the  cases  sometimee 

Cved  tedious  and  severe.     The  aged  and  weakly  suffered  much^ 
when  it  attacked  the  phthisical  subjects  it  proved  very  fatal. 

Many  of  the  invalids  sent  here  for  debility  show  evident  si^s  of 
pulmonary  disease,  and  in  those  cases  there  is  a  predisposition  to 
catarrhal  complaints;  but  when  the  prisoners  were  not  advanced  in 
Hfe,  the  attacKs  generally  became  less  frequent,  and  this  cessation  waa. 
aoon  followed  by  an  improvement  in  the  state  of  their  general  health. 
Hie  beneficial  effects  of  the  change  to  this  place  has  proved  very' 
remarkable  in  many  of  the  pale,  sickly,  emaciated  men,  as  is  exemr- 
plified  by  the  increase  in  their  weight,  healthful  appearance,  and  fitness 
tor  the  usual  labour  on  the  moor. 

Bronchitis  has  proved  rather  severe  in  several  instances,  and  as  the 
disease  was,  for  the  most  part,  confined  to  the  aged  and  debilitated, 
there  is  seldom  much  chance  of  a  permanent  recovery  in  this  or  any 
other  situation,  but  a  great  deal  can  be  done  to  alleviate  the  suffsr*^ 
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^g^^    ings  of  such  men.      Hie  disease  is  generally  of  long  standing,  and 
Bflport.    sometimes  accompanied  with  asthma.     Tlhi^  poU^mortem  examinations 
hare  always  revealed  exetnsive  disease  of  the  lungs. 

Several  cases  of  pneumonia  and  pleuritis  have  occurred ;  two  of 
the  former  proved  fatal,  the  one  was  a  young  and  healthy  man,  and 
the  other  aged  and  lame,  with  indifferent  health. 

Phthisis,  under  which  head  I  include  haemoptysis,  appears  to  be  a 
disease  to  which  prisoners  are  peculiarly  liable,  if  I  may  form  an 
opinion  from  the  number  received  into  this  establishment  actually 
labouring  imder  that  disease,  besides  many  others  suffering  from  ail- 
ments with  which  it  is  frequently  allied,  or  which  give  rise  to  tuber- 
cular disease  of  the  lungs.  The  deaths  from  this  insidious  and  fatal 
disease  amount  to  20  ;  but  as  it  was  the  medical  ground  of  removal 
hither  in  36  cases  this  year,  and  18  remained  at  the  end  of  1855,  in 
most  of  which  the  disease  was  fully  developed,  the  mortality  is  not 
more  than  might  reasonably  be  expected. 

In  analysing  the  20  fatal  cases  of  this  disease  for  the  last  year, 
occurring  in  men  from  18  to  35  years  of  age,  I  found  their  former 
occupations  and  medical  grounds  of  removal  hither  as  follows : — 


Former  Occapation. 

Medical  Grounds  of  BemoTal. 

Labourers 

^           . 

.     12 

Phthisis  or  consumption 

.           , 

S 

Painter*     - 

• 

-       1 

Debility 

• 

3 

TWlor«       . 

m                   m 

-       3 

Struma 

• 

3 

Weavers    - 

« 

-       1 

Weak  chest 

. 

Potters 

» 

-       1 

Diseased  wrist 

• 

Not  known 

•       2 

Stiff  elbow,  thin 
Chronic  rheumatism 
Injury  of  thumb 
Eccentricity 

•           ". 

None  given,  but  suffering  from  cough 

on  reception 

- 

1 

These  men  all  showed  signs  of  chest  disease  at  the  time  of  recep- 
tion and  the  three  for  debility  ought  properly  to  have  been  classed 
under  phthisis,  as  one  was  admitted  into  the  infirmary  for  that  disease- 
on  reception,  and  remained  under  treatment  till  death,  and  the  others 
were  constantly  under  medical  treatment.  The  cases  of  struma  and 
weak  chest  were  evidently  phthisis  when  received  here,  and  the 
others,  with  one  exception,  were  delicate. 

I  have  formerly  noticed  that  our  phthisical  cases  appear  to  suffer 
less  in  winter  than  in  summer,  when  our  greatest  mortelity  generally 
occurs  ;  and  although  the  deaths  have  been  more  diflfused  throughout 
this  year,  the  above  fact  still  holds  good. 

From  the  numerous  cases  with  which  I  have  had  to  deal  during 
the  time  I  have  been  in  charge  of  this  establishment,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  stating  that  the  result  of  the  whole  has  been  highly 
favourable  to  this  place. 

In  the  early  or  incipient  stage,  the  recoveries  have  been  in  most 
instances  very  satisfactory,  and  there  are  many  now  employed  at  the 
usual  work  on  the  moor,  suffering  apparently  little  or  no  incon- 
venience from  the  most  boisterous  weather,  whose  appearance  on 
reception  was  far  from  encouraging.    Even  in  the  more  advanced 
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stages  of  the  disease^  its  progress  frequentlj  appears  for  a  time    }^^^ 
arrested^  and  when  death  has  ensued,  the  extent  ot  disease  revealed    Report.' 
on  dissection  is  truly  astonishing ;  the  lungs  in  most  instances  being 
actually  one  mass  of  tubercles  interspersed  with  cavities,  which  seem 
to  have  gone  on  increasing  until  there  is  scarcely  a  vestige  left 
sound  for  the  function  of  respiration. 

Diarrhosa  and  other  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  although 
they  come  next  in  frequency,  have  been  less  numerous  than  in  former 
years,  and  were  for  the  most  part  of  short  duration,  accompanied  with 
catarrhal  symptoms.  Chronic  diarrhcca  appears  to  be  rather  a  com- 
mon complaint  amount  prisoners,  particularly  those  predisposed  to 
or  suffering  from  pulmonary  diseases,  and  sometimes  terminates  in 
ulceration  of  the  bowels. 

One  case  of  death  from  disease  of  the  stomach  was  peculiar,  there 
being  a  rupture  in  the  intestine  near  the  pyloric  orifice,  in  which 
situation  was  discovered  a  strong  bristle,  similar  to  those  in  the  stable 
brooms, — bow  it  came  there  it  is  impossible  to  say. 

Kheumatism. — The  cases  of  this  disease  have  sometimes  proved 
severe  and  protracted,  but  they  presented  nothing  unusual,  and  all 
terminated  favourably. 

Scrofula. — Only  the  more  aggravated  forms  of  this  disease  were 
admitted  into  the  infirmary,  as  the  remedies  always  prove  more 
efficacious  when  employed  conjointly  with  some  light  out-door  occu- 
pation, but  when  the  state  of  the  health  or  nature  of  the  disease 
would  not  admit  of  such  treatment,  the  cases  were  often  tedious  and 
unmanageable. 

Ophthalmia  has  been  unusually  common,  and  was  generally  the 
result  of  cold  or  injury  ;  but  when  occurring  in  scrofulous  subjects 
the  disease  was  frequently  tedious  and  obstinate. 

Epilepsy. — Considering  the  number  of  prisoners  removed  hither  on 
account  of  that  malady,  we  have  not  had  many  cases  under  treatment 
in  the  infirmary.  The  paroxysms  are  sometimes  very  slight,  causing 
little  annoyance,  and  when  the  patients  were  able  for  some  out-door 
occupation,  they  commonly  soon  abated  in  i'requency  and  violence. 
In  the  more  severe  forms  of  this  disease  it  has  generally  been  of  long 
standing ;  the  paroxysms  frequently  occurring  in  quick  succession, 
leaving  the  patient  in  a  state  of  stupor  for  a  considerable  time,  and  it 
has  been  found  necessary  for  the  safety  of  such  men  to  keep  them  in 
the  hospital  for  lengthened  periods,  more  especially  as  it  is  sometimes 
accompanied  by  mental  aberration. 

Mental  Diseases. — Although  very  few  cases  are  noted  under  this 
head  in  the  hospital  return,  a  considerable  number  have  been  ad- 
mitted for  the  treatment  of  different  complaints,  and  as  they  are 
always  uncertain,  the  greatest  vigilance  is  required  on  the  part  of 
the  officers. 

The  ciises  admitted  for  observation  were  for  attempted  suicide,  or 
during  fits  of  despondency  or  excitement,  when  such  a  course  was 
deemed  necessary  for  their  safety.  Some  of  these  men  have  given  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  and  it  was  found  requisite  to  have  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  mind  in  six  instances,  which  resulted  in  orders  for 
their  removal  to  3ethlehenu    The  1st,  A.  B.^  was  received  here  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


266  Dartmoor  Prison  (Appendix). 

offl^  a  man  of  weak  mind,  and  as  he  was  nmfit  to  earn  a  lirelihood,  or 
luport.  6Ten  to  take  care  of  himself  if  discharged  on  licence,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  send  him  to  an  asylnm.  2d,  J.  F.,  was  received  here 
as  an  impostor,  and  for  some  time  after,  his  dislike  to  work  and 
other  circumstances  inclined  me  to  that  opinion,  but  his  continued 
insubordination,  dangerous  conduct,  and  total  disregard  of  coercive 
measures,  led  me  after  a  time  to  change  my  opinion,  and  when  in  the 
infirmary  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  maniacal  attack,  which  caused 
his  removal  to  an  asylum.  3d,  S.  P.,  received  here  for  hypochon-^i 
driasis,  but  without  any  remarks  relating  to  the  state  of  his  mind. 
F^m  the  time  of  his  reception  his  general  health  was  good,  but  he 
always  displayed  creat  irritability  of  temper,  becoming  perfectly 
outrageous  on  the  least  annoyance,  and  indulging  in  the  most  dis<* 
gusting  language.  He  was  guilty  of  several  assaults  on  officers,  as 
well  as  attempts  on  his  own  life,  twice  by  opening  the  veins  in  his 
arm,  and  once  by  cutting  his  throat;  it  was,  therefore,  deemed 
necessary  for  his  own  safety  and  that  of  others  to  remove  him  to  an 
asylum.  Mo.  4,  —  K.,  was  received  here  as  a  man  of  weak  mind,  and 
for  having  attempted  suicide ;  he  laboured  under  great  imbecility, 
and  had  naturally  a  very  low  intellect,  and  as  he  repeated  his  suicidal 
attempt  by  strangulation,  it  was  deemed  nec^s^ary  to  send  him  to  a 
place  of  greater  security.  No.  5,  B.  A.,  was  received  on  the  2eth 
August,  the  medical  grounds  of  removal  being  ^'salivary  fistula  from 
salve  wound,**  and  noted  a  most  troublesome  character.  On  receptiott 
he  displayed  considerable  eccentrici^  and  insubordination,  ana  was 
reinoved  to  the  refractory  cells.  He  continued  to  exhibit  much 
strangeness  of  manner,  and  was  found  on  the  evening  of  the  7th 
October  with  his  clothes  torn  to  rags,  and  his  naked  body  smeared  with 
lime  firom  the  floor  and  his  oyrn  excrement.  He  pursued  this  extra^ 
ordinary  and  most  disgusting  line  of  conduct,  at  the  same  time 
sobbing  and  using  very  silly  and  incoherent  language.  I  had  him 
thoroughly  washed  in  a  tepid  bath  on  several  occasions,  and  removed 
to  clean  cells,  but  finding  this  of  no  avail,  he  was  placed  in  a  room 
under  the  constant  care  of  an  officer  until  such  time  as  he  was 
removed  to  an  asyluuL  No.  6,  J.  H.,  was  first  received  here  on 
the  13th  October  18.53,  the  medical  grounds  of  removal  being, 
''suffers  from  great  debility;  refuses  his  food;  at  present  a  patient 
in  the  infirmary."  He  was  apparently  of  weak  mind  on  reception, 
and  soon  exhibited  more  decided  symptoms  of  insanity ;  and  as  he 
not  only  made  an  attempt  to  destroy  himself  by  hanging,  but  also 
seriously  assaulted  an  officer,  on  an  mquiry  being  held  he  was  pro- 
nounce .  insane,  and  removed  to  Bethlem  He  was  again  received 
here  on  the  17th  October  last,  from  Fisherton  Asylum,  as  cured, 
and  on  the  3d  November  was  found  about  midnight  lying  in 
his  hammock  in  an  exhausted  state  from  loss  of  blood,  he  having 
succeeded  in  opening  a  vein  in  his  arm,  but  the  instrument  could 
not  be  discovered.  He  was  immediately  removed  to  the  infirmary, 
where  he  rallied  after  a  time,  and  his  incoherent  language  and 
strange  beliaviour  lefl  no  doubt  of  his  insanity ;  he  was  therefore 
recommended  for  an  asylum. 

As  mental  cades  have  been  so  numerous,  it  may  be  proper  to  men* 
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tion  that  they  were  alt  received  here  in  that  state,  and  their  maladiefl 
caimot  in  any  way  be  imputed  to  this  place. 

Debility. — Under  this  head  are  indaded  eases  of  general  weakness, 
but  without  any  particular  diaeaae,  the  subjects  being  generally  aged 
or  infirm  men,  who  were  perhi^  suffering  from  inclemency  of 
weather,  and  often  standing  more  in  need  of  rest  and  medical  com- 
forts thaii  medicine. 

Ulcers  have  been  rather  common,  and  nearly  all  of  old  standing. 
I  have  fobnarly  mentioned  that  sores  of  this  nature  are  diffioultto 
heal  in  this  locality,  arising,  probably,  from  the  dampness  or  some 
other  peculiarity  in  the  climate.  The  impaired  state  of  the  g^ieral 
health  has  also  retarded  the  progress  o(  such  cases,  but  I  have  had 
reason  to  feel  satisfied  with  the  result  in  most  of  them. 

A  good  many  injuries  have  been  admitted  into  the  infirmary,  but 
with  a  few  exceptions  they  were  slight  and  unimportant.  One  severe 
accident  occurred  at  the  quarry,  caused  by  an  unexpected  explosion, 
which  communicated  with  a  can  of  gunpowder  in  the  man  s  hand 
who  was  char^nff  the  rock.  The  poor  fellow,  who  was  dreadfully 
scorched  about  the  head,  arms,  and  body,  had  likewise  a  lacerated 
wound  on  the  temple,  and  only  survived  20  days.  Another  prisoner, 
who  was  close  to  him,  was  a  good  deal  burnt  about  the  face,  but  he 
re<Jovered,  with  the  loss  of  one  eye. 

Of  the,  various  other  complaints,  such  as  stricture,  syphilis,  hernia, 
eruptions  of  different  kinds,  local  inflammations,  abscesses,  many  of 
which  were  extensive,  and  of  a  scrofulous  nature,  bsemorrhoids,  &c., 
&e.,  it  is  Unnecessary  to  enter  into,  further  than  to  state  that  many  of 
them  were  severe  and  of  long  standing. 

One  case  of  inveterate  stnctpre  was  in  a  precarious  state  on  re- 
ception, and  was  confined  to  bed  up  to  the  tiitie  of  his  death.  On  a 
posi-martem  examiilation,.  the  bladder  and  neSghbouring  parts  were 
found  greatly  diseased. 

The  subjects  of.  hernia  were  generally  aged  men,  and  while  the 
rupture  was  sometimes  of  considerable  extent  and  difficult  to  manage, 
even  with  the  aid  of  the  best  mechanical  appliances  we  have  been 
fortunate  in  avoiding  any  serious  results. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  observe  that  the  general  good  conduct  of  the 
patients  has  rendered  my  duties,  on  the  whole,  of  a  pleasing  nature, 
not  only  during  the  past  but  in  former  years ;  and  the  comparatively 
few  acts  of  insubordination  have  been  greatly  counterbalanced  by 
the  expressions  of  gratitude  and  thankfulness,  even  from  men  who 
might  have  been  considered  incapable  of  any  such  feelings. 

I  beg  to  add,  that  I  feel  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Smith,  assistant- 
surgeon,  for  his  able  and  zealous  assistance,  and  the  officers  attached 
to  the  infirmary  have  been  most  attentive  in  the  performance  of  their 
r^pective  duties.  ■       I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemjen, 
Your  most  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  JoHN  Campbell,  M.D. 

of  Convict  Prisons. 
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Mcdiral 
Offlcer'ti 
Report. 


General  Health  of  Convicts  confined  in  Dartmoor  Prison,  for  tlie 
Year  ending  3l8t  December  1856. 


State  of  Healtb. 

Remaining 
on  the 

1st  January 
1856. 

ReedTed 
since. 

Total 

Discharged. 

Rgm^'^ing 

as  per 
Inspection, 
1st  January 

1857. 

Healthy     -        -        .      •  - 

174 

22 

196 

143 

53 

Ditto,  lo6t  hand  and  arm  - 

7 

7 

14 

3 

11 

Ditto,  lost  leg          -        - 

6 

1 

7 

3 

4 

Ditto,  lost  eye 

3 

— 

3 

1 

2 

Ditto,  lame     -        -        - 

46 

16 

62 

24 

38 

Ditto,  ruptured 

38 

8 

41 

26 

15 

Ditto,  aged     • 

3 

— . 

3 

2 

1 

Ditto,  sight  impaired 

I 

~. 

1 

1 

— 

Delicate     .        -        -        - 

75 

34 

109 

23 

86 

Ditto,  lost  hand  and  arm  - 

1 

11 

12 

1 

11 

Ditto,  lost  1<«- 

1 

5 

6 

_ 

6 

Ditto,  lost  eye 

4 

4 

8 

3 

6 

Ditto,  lame     -        -        - 

52 

40 

92 

4 

88 

Ditto,  raptured 

37 

33 

60 

2 

58 

Ditto,  a^     ... 

19 

6 

25 

7 

18 

DiUo,  sight  impaired 

4 

— 

4 

3 

1 

Infirm  and  aged  -        -        - 

57 

16 

73 

25 

48 

Rheumatlsmus    .       •        . 

14 

13 

27 

12 

15 

Ophthalmia        .        -        - 

9 

8 

17 

6 

11 

Pleuritis    -        .        -        . 

1 

3 

4 

_ 

4 

Hepatitis    .        -        -        - 

1 

2 

3 

_ 

3 

Chronic  hronchitis 

18 

._ 

13 

1 

12 

Hsemoptysis       .        •       • 

8 

— 

3 

3 

Podagra     -        -        •        - 

1 

«« 

1 

1 

.. 

Hicmorrhoids     -        -        . 

1 

4 

5 

.. 

5 

Chest  disease      - 

S3 

32 

65 

22 

38 

Paralysis   -        -        -        - 

6 

2 

8 

3 

5 

Dyspepsia  -        -        -        - 

9 

6 

15 

4 

11 

Morbus  cordis    -        -        - 

34 

22 

56 

17 

39 

Epilepsia   -        .        -        - 

28 

14 

42 

4 

38 

Cephalalgia        ... 

1 

^. 

1 

1 

— 

Asthma      -        -        -        - 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

Chronic  diarrhoia 

1 

2 

3 

3 

Mental  disease    -        -        - 

83 

50 

133 

31 

102 

DebiUtas    -        .        -        . 

85 

65 

140 

44 

96 

Phthisis     •        .        .        • 

18 

36 

64 

14 

40 

Hydrocele-        ... 

2 

2 

2 

Scrofbla    -        .        -        - 

39 

48 

87 

23 

64 

Stricture    -        •        -        - 

2 

6 

8 

2 

6 

Affection  of  bladder    - 

1 

1 

1      . 



Ulcus         -      '- 

5 

7 

12 

2 

10 

Fistula       .... 

3 

4 

7 

3 

4 

Varicose  yeins   -        -        - 

17 

18 

35 

8 

27 

Tumour     .        -        •        . 

1 

1 

1 

» 

Diseased  joints   -        -        - 

4 

2 

6 

6 

Injuries      -        .        -        - 

4 

18 

22 

19 

3 

Spinal  disease     -        -        - 

2 

3 

5 

1 

4 

Diabetes    -        -        -        - 

1 

... 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas-        ... 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Lepra        -        -        -        - 

1 

1 

2 

.. 

2 

Syphilis     -        -        -        . 

.._ 

2 

2 

_^ 

2 

Contracted  chest 

1 

2 

3 

.« 

3 

Diseased  scrotum 

7 

5 

12 

6 

6 

Abscess     .        -        -        - 

1 

1 

1 

Diseased  skin  of  leg    • 

1 

8 

9 

2 

7 

Pneumonia         ... 

1 

1 

Totals  •       •        . 

938 

580 

1,518 

503 

1,016 
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Hospital  Rktubn  for  the  Year  endiog  Slst  December  1856. 


Medical 
OUtoer'tf 


Report. 

1^ 

•9  '^ 

ii 

TotaL 

Discharged* 

1      ~ 

Difeaiei. 

1 

1 

ll 

^1 
59 

1 

ll 

H 

1 

1 

^ 

1 

Febra       .... 

^, 

33 

32 

_ 

1 

31 

. 

32 

. 

3 

87 

40 

— 

- 

38 

1 

39 

1 

FUogofi*          ... 

1 

16 

17 

- 

- 

17 

- 

17 

. 

Cjoonchi  TontiUftris  • 

1 

7 

8 

- 

— 

8 

- 

8 

-. 

Plcoridt    .... 

2 

3 

5 

- 

— 

5 

- 

5 

« 

Pnenmoniii         -       -       . 

S 

2 

5 

2 

- 

2 

1 

5 

« 

Peritonitif         -       -       • 

. 

8 

3 

1 

— 

2 

- 

3 

— 

Bronchitif 

.. 

18 

18 

4 

- 

14 

. 

18 

- 

Aithma     .... 

« 

12 

12 

. 

- 

7 

-■ 

7 

5 

Eiysipeliii         ... 

• 

4 

4 

- 

- 

4 

- 

4 

_. 

Erupdo     .... 

1 

9 

10 

- 

— 

9 

- 

9 

1 

HsmoptTsifl      -       -       • 

. 

13 

13 

2 

1 

8 

— 

11 

2 

1 

.. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

4 

4 

» 

- 

4 

- 

4 

„ 

Catarrhos           •  «    • 

15 

588 

603 

1 

1 

587 

1 

590 

13 

Dy»pep«ia 

1 

5 

6 

- 

- 

6 

- 

6 

. 

Morbus  Cordii  ... 

•• 

9 

9 

- 

- 

8 

- 

8 

,     1 

Epilepsia  .        .        .•       . 

2 

57 

59 

. 

- 

59 

_ 

59 

« 

Cephalalgia        ... 

— 

3 

3 

- 

— 

3 

- 

3 

-. 

DiarrbtBa  .... 

t 

102 

108 

2 

- 

102 

_ 

104 

4 

Diabetes    .... 

. 

1 

1 

- 

. 

1 

« 

1 

_ 

Mental  Disease  ... 

^ 

21 

21 

. 

. 

14 

5 

19 

2 

Phthisis     .... 

8 

50 

53 

18 

3 

31 

_ 

52 

1 

Scrofhla    -       .       - 

I 

14 

15 

- 

1 

10 

-_ 

11 

4 

Tttmour    .... 

«. 

2 

2 

« 

. 

-  -8- 

^ 

2 

^ 

Obstipatio- 

. 

10 

10 

- 

- 

10 

. 

10 

— 

Heraia      -       .       .        - 

1 

47 

48 

. 

. 

48 

^ 

48 

^ 

Diseased  Tibia  ^       •       . 

1 

1 

-. 

. 

1 

.. 

i 

_ 

Stricture    -        -        .        - 

. 

15 

15 

1 

- 

14 

.^ 

15 

^ 

Volnus      .... 

. 

26 

26 

1 

1 

21 

_ 

23 

3 

Ulcus        -       -        .     '  - 

6 

58 

64 

- 

1 

57 

. 

58 

6 

Vermes     .... 

1 

1 

. 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

Injuries  and  Sprains  • 

1 

63 

64 

- 

- 

63 

~ 

63 

1 

Debilitas    .... 

3 

41 

41 

- 

.. 

43 

. 

43 

1 

Varicose  Veins  •       -        - 

. 

1 

1 

- 

. 

...1 

« 

1 

Syphilis     ...... 

. 

11 

11 

. 

» 

11 

^ 

11 

^ 

Purpura    -        .       •       - 

■" 

3 

3 

- 

» 

3 

. 

3 

„ 

Lepra        .... 

.. 

.. 

- 

— 

. 

^ 

« 

„ 

Chest  Disease     ... 

1 

. 

1 

. 

.. 

1 

-. 

1 

^ 

Abscess     .... 

7 

72 

79 

. 

2 

75 

M 

77 

2 

Hepatitis  -       .        •       - 

~ 

5 

5 

2 

~ 

2 

~ 

4 

1 

Fistula      .... 

» 

2 

2 

. 

-. 

1 

1 

2 

^ 

Ophthahnia        ... 

1 

29 

30 

- 

- 

29 

29 

' 

Totals        ... 

60 

1.397 

1,457 

34 

11 

1^54 

9 

1,408 
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Totals  and  Aybbages  of  Complaining  Sick  and  Victualled  in  tiie 
Infirmary  for  the  Year  1856. 


Total  No.  of  Complaining  Sick  for  the  year  1856 
Average  per  day  „  „  -        - 

Total  No.  Victualled  in  the  Infirmary  during  the  year  1856 
Average  per  day  „  „ 

Highest  No.  in  Infirmary 
Lowest  „ 


9» 


16,295 

23,785 

87 
42 


Annual  Keturn  of  Convicts'  Ages  on  Conviction  confined  in  this 
Establishment  for  the  Year  1856. 


Ages. 


h 


Total. 


Diicbarged  during  the  Year. 


t 


Total 
dis- 
charged. 


Number 
remaiuiii^ 

on  the 

Ist  Jan. 

1857. 


Abore 

10  &  underSO 


20 
80 
40 
60 
60 
70 


30 
40 
60 
60 
70 

so 


78 
487 
171 
121 

98 
36 

1 


114 

248 

109 

64 

39 

18 

2 


187 
671 
280 
185 
187 
54 
8 


72 

181 

48 

88 

26 

8 

1 


-  88 
44 
19 
14 
10 
4 


126 

202 

74 

51 

40 

8 

1 


61 

469 

206 

184 

97 

46 

2 


Total  - 


987 


580 


1,517 


814 


129 


12 


34 


502 


1,015 
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CHATHAM    PRISON. 


REPORT, 

For  the  Year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Chatham  Prison,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  84.  and  Act  13  &  14  Vict.  cap.  39. ; — 
specifying  the  State  of  the  Buildings;  the  Behaviour  and 
Conduct  of  the  OflScers  of  the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts ; 
the  Amount  of  the  Earnings  of  the  Convicts,  and  the 
Expense  of  the  Prison ;  and  such  other  Matters  relating 
to  the  Discipline  and  Management  thereof  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  direct. 

Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty. 

To  THE  Right  H     curable  Sib  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secret    a  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

Sib,  45,  Parliament  Street^  1857. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  our  annual  Report  for 
the  year  1856,  on  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Chatham 
Convict  Prison. 

State  of  the  Buildings,  Sfc. 

The  prison  having  been  only  opened  for  the  reception  of  gj|g|£^|** 
prisoners  on  the  l6th  day  of  September,  the  buildings  are  *^- 
all  in  good  repair,  and  the  yards,  wards,  and  other  parts 
of  the  premises  are  being  gradually  completed. 

Conduct  of  the  Officers. 

On  the  opening  of  the  New  Prison  at  Chatham  Mr.  Buller,  g;jJS|^^ 
who  had  been  Governor  of  the  "  Warrior"  Hulk  at  Wool-    **"  **"' 
wich,  was  appointed  the  Governor,  on  the  breaking  up  of 
the  "  Warrior"  and  **  Defence  *'  as  able-bodied  labour  hulks 
at  Woolwich. 
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384  Chatham  Pri$an. 

We  have  every  reason  to  report  favourably  of  the  zeal 
and  ability  which  he  has  displayed  in  orKanizing  this  estab- 
lishment. This  meed  of  praise  is  also  due  to  the  superior 
officers  of  each  department  of  the  prison. 

The  Chaplain^s  department,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Rev.  Mn  Marsh  (who  was  Chaplain  to  the  two  above- 
named  labour  hulks),  and  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bat- 
chelor  (transferred  from  Dartmoor  as  Assistant-Chaplain), 
give  much  satisfaction  in  carrying  out  their  important  duties. 
They  are  zealously  assisted  by  the  Scripture-reader  and 
schoolmasters  in  the  religious  and  school  instruction  of  the 
prisoners. 

The  subordinate  officers  and  servants  in  all  departments 
have  shown,  with  some  few  exceptions,  general  good  con- 
duct, although,  as  appears  by  the  Governors  report,  some 
little  difficulty  was  at  first  experienced  from  the  different 
kind  of  duties  exacted  from  officers  employed  in  a  prison  and 
a  hulk,  the  great  majority  of  the  staff  of  officers  having  been 
drafted  from  the  two  labour  hulks  already  adverted  to. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  the  Prisoners. 

VvanbenkXkd         Prisoners  received  -  -  -  -        677 

ttS^"^  Remaining  31st  December  1856  -  -  -        649 

Received : — 

**  Warrior''              .  -  .  •  348 

**  Defence"            •  -  -  -  317 

Portland    -            .  -  -  .  2 

Winchester  County  Gaol  -  -  -  4 

Licences  revoked  -  -  -  -  6 

Total  .            -  -677 

Kemoved : —  = 

Miilbank     -            -  .  -  1 

Pentonville-            -  -            -  -  1 

Winchester  County  Gaol  -            -  -  4 

Pardoned     .            -^  -            .  -  1 

Discharged  on  licence  -            -  -  21 

Total    -  •  -  28 

Number  remaining  1st  of  January  1857  -  •        649 

Treatment  of  the  Prisoners. 

Jjg^*       There  has  been  no  ground  of  complaint  among  the  pri- 

tonen.       soncrs  relating  to  their  treatment ;    there    has   been    no 

case  of  harshness.     The  rules  have  been  carefully  adhered 
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to,  and  any  complaints  advanced  against  officers  have  not 
been  substantiated. 

Health. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  good.  For  particu-  Hetftiu 
lars  we  refer  to  the  Medical  Report.     Six  deaths  occurred 
during  the  year,  all  of  which  took  place  at  the  two  hulks 
previous  to  the  removal  of  the  prisoners  to  Chatham. 

Oeneral  Conduct  of  the  Prisoners. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  men  has  been  good,  although  a«n«riwfc 
the  Governor  observes  the  penal  servitude  men  still  showprtwnew. 
some  discontent,  that  their  good  conduct  has  not  assisted 
them  in  shortening  their  sentences.  Nevertheless,  it  must 
be  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  penal  servitude  prisoners 
do  most  highly  value  the  privileges  attached  to  the  different 
stages  of  their  sentences,  and  eagerly  seek  and  solicit  the 
Visiting  Director  to  restore  them  to  any  stage  they  may 
have  forfeited  by  some  misconduct,  and  when  successful  are 
very  grateful. 

Description  of  Labour. 

The  prisoners,  previous  to  removal  to  Chatham,  wereg*gjij^ 
employed  on  the  public  works  at  Woolwich,  in  the  Royal 
Arsenal  and  Dockyard,  the  former  being  supplied  by  con- 
victs from  the  "  Defence**  hulk,  and  the  latter  by  prisoners 
from  the  "  Warrior  ;**  this  was  for  the  first  nine  months  in 
the  year,  or  rather  more,  since  which  time  no  convicts  have 
been  employed  at  Woolwich.  Their  labour  was  the  same 
as  in  former  years,  such  as  removing  and  stacking  timber, 
shipping  and  unloading  stores,  cleaning  shot  and  shell, 
carting  materials,  &c.  Some  few  were  kept  on  board  for  the 
necessary  duties  of  the  two  hulks. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  convicts  to  Chatham,  during  the 
month  of  October  and  early  part  of  November,  they  were 
employed  on  duties  connected  with  the  prison  itself,  namely, 
cutting  away  and  making  roads,  levelling  and  forming  the 
yards,  &c.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  convicts  were  sent 
to  labour  in  the  dockyard,  where  they  perform  the  same 
work  as  at  Woolwich, 

Industry^  and  Value  of  the  Labour. 

The  average  daily  number  of  convicts  belonging  to  the  J^'^^,^ 
"Warrior  "*  was  419.    The  value  of  their  labour  to  the  Ad-  ^^^^* 
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miralty  department  has  been  estimated  at  7,16?/.  6«.,  and  to 
the  general  prison  labour  at  577/-  1^. 

The  willingness  and  industry  of  the  men  have  been 
favourably  reported  on  by  the  dockyard  authorities,  and 
they  have  exhibited  a  very  fair  degree  of  industry. 

Since  the  opening  of  Chatham  Prison,  the  daily  average 
number  of  prisoners  has  been  496;  during  the  short  time 
they  have  been  employed  in  the  dockyard,  the  estimated 
value  of  their  labour  to  the  Admiralty  department  is 
826/.  14^.,  and  to  the  general  prison  labour  2,019/.  10^.  2d. 

The  average  number  of  men  in  the  "  Defence  "  hulk  was 
428.  The  estimated  value  of  their  labour  to  the  Ordnance 
department,  Royal  Arsenal,  was  5,867/.  6^.  2d. 


Expenses. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  prison  and  '*  Warrior  "  and 
"Defence"*  labour  hulks  during  the  year,  exclusive  of 
buildings,  as  given  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Governor's 
Report,  has  been  36,913/.  17^-  36?.  This  includes  a  sum 
of  2,156/.  17^*  llrf.  paid  to  convicts  discharged,  as  gra- 
tuities on  their  liberation  on  licence,  or  otherwise,  and  is 
reduced  by  sundry  receipts  and  value  of  productive  labour 
10  36,350/.  15^.  \\d. 

General  Observations. 

The  prisoners,  on  the  first  occupation  of  the  new  prison, 
evinced  some  little  discontent  and  uneasiness  at  the  more 
stringent  discipline  of  a  prison  as  compared  with  a  hulk ; 
they  were  restless  and  dissatisfied,  but  after  a  short  time, 
through  the  judicious  firmness  of  the  Governor  and  superior 
officers,  assisted  bv  the  subordinate  ones,  this  disappeared, 
and  the  men  became  settled.  This  feeling  was  also  very 
strongly  evinced  by  the  prisoners  in  former  years  at  the 
breaking  up  of  the  hulks  at  Portsmouth,  when  the  new 
prison  was  first  opened  there. 

The  number  of  discharges  on  licence  during  the  year, 
from  both  hulks  and  Chatham,  has  been  306,  making,  in 
addition  to  1,283  previously  discharged,  a  total  of  1,589. 
The  revocations  of  licence  have  been  29,  this  number,  added 
to  34  revoked  in  previous  years,  makes  a  total  of  63. 
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The  Chaplain  speaks  favourably  in  his  report,  from  the 
information  he  has  obtained,  of  some  of  the  prisoners  who 
have  been  discharged  on  licence. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sh-, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  R.E., 
Chairman. 

3.  M.  Gambier, 
Director  of  Convict  Prisons 


Digitized  by 


Google 


288  Chatham  Pri$m  {Appendix). 


APPENDIX. 


REPORT  OF  THE  GOVERNOR  OP  THE  CHATHAM 

PRISOK 


Gentlemen,  Chatham  Prison^  January  9, 1857. 

J^J^wjf'*  In  compliance  'with  the  accustomed  rules  of  the  Convict 

—  Service,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  my  Report  on  the  state, 
discipline,  &c.,  of  this  prison,  from  the  opening  of  the  establishment 
in  October  up  to  the  31st  December  1856.  I  shall  also  have  to 
refer  in  this  report  to  my  previous  charge  of  the  "  Warrior  ^  Hulk, 
from  January  1856,  the  date  of  my  last  annual  Report,  to  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  establishment  to  Chatham,  and  incidentally 
also  to  the  statistics  of  the  ^^  Defence  ^  Hulk,  the  prisoners  firom 
which  were  removed  to  my  charge* 

Conduct  of  Officers, — It  is  almost  superfluous  to  observe,  that  the 
opening  of  a  new  prison  demands  on  the  part  of  every  officer  connected 
with  the  undertaking,  an  unusual  amount  of  energy,  zeal,  and  willing 
exertion.  Those  alone,  however,  who  have  had  the  experience  can 
form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  responsibility  of  the  task,  and  the  in- 
numerable difficulties  that  unavoidably  occur.  The  duties  of  a  prison 
being  somewhat  new  to  Hulk  officers,  considerable  attention  has  been 
required  to  get  them  into  working  order.  The  officers  of  this  prison 
have  also  had  to  contend  with  some  natural  opposition  from  the 
prisoners,  who  at  first  seemed  inclined  to  resist  the  restraint  of 
separate  confinement.  Viewing  the  officers  as  a  body,  I  cannot  but 
pronounce  them  to  be  fiuthful  in  the  discharge  of  their  ordinary  duties, 
and  ready  and  willing  to  undertake  any  extra  duty  that  the  exigencies 
of  the  service  may  require.  Upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  "Warrior" 
Hulk  and  the  removal  of  the  officers  from  Woolwich  Dockyard,  the 
Commodore  Superintendent  addressed  a  letter  to  me  recommending 
to  my  notice  some  of  the  officers  for  the  energy  they  had  shown, 
and  the  satisfistction  they  had  given  with  the  labour  of  the  prisoners 
tmder  their  charge.  I  also  understand  the  Dockyard  authorities  iu 
this  place  speak  favourably  of  the  exertions  of  the  officers,  and  the 
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indoBtry  of  the  prisoners  during  the  short  time  they  have  been  ^'^^^ 
employed.     Several  of  the  old  officers  of  the  Hulk  have  been  super-    ^^S^* 
annuated,  and  some  few  dismissals  for  misconduct  have  taken  place 
among  the  officers  since  the  opening  of  the  establishment* 

Number  and  Disposal  of  Prisoners  : — 

Prisoners  received  -  -  .  -  577 

Remaining  Slst  December  1856    ...  649 

For  detailed  statement^  see  Appendix  (A.) 

Sentences,  how  carried  out. — The  sentences  have  beon  carried  out 
by  imprisonment  in  the  prison  and  labour  for  the  Admiralty  in  the 
dockyard,  a  limited  number  having  been  employed  for  the  necessary 
trades  for  the  service  of  the  prison.     See  Appendix  (B.)  and  (C.) 

Each  prisoner  has  attended  school  once  during  each  week,  and 
the  orders  on  this  head  have  been  strictly  carried  out. 

The  recommendation  of  prisoners  for  licence,  &c.,  have  been  like- 
wise observed  according  to  the  prescribed  rules. 

Treatment  of  Prisoners. — The  prisoners  have  had  diuly  the  option 
of  seeing  the  governor,  chaplain,  and  medical  officer,  and  preferring 
any  complaint  or  application.  They  have  been  treated  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the  service  and  without  any  undue 
severity. 

Conduct  of  Prisoners. — Taking  into  consideration  the  class  of  men, 
and  the  reckless  characters  of  the  greater  part  of  them,  I  must  admit 
they  are  well  behaved ;  at  the  same  time  I  have  had  frequent  occa- 
sions for  anxiety  on  account  of  the  spirit  of  discontent  shewn  by 
many  of  the  men  sentenced  to  penal  servitude.     I  have  been  fre- 

auently  told  by  them,  that  it  is  no  matter  whether  they  conduct 
lemselves  well  or  ill,  since  they  will  have  to  do  all  their  time. 
Convict  Labour  and  Earnings. — In  Appendix  (D.)  will  be  shewn 
the  daily  number  of  prisoners  employed  during  the  year  in  the 
"  Warrior **  and  ** Defence"  Hulks  and  Chatham  Prison,  with  the 
amount  of  their  earnings  and  the  value  of  the  labour  performed. 

Employment  of  Prisoners, — The  prisoners,  for  the  first  few  weeks 
after  arriving  at  Chatham,  were  employed  cutting  away  and  making 
roads,  levelling  and  making  the  ywls,  &c.,  in  and  about  the  prison. 
The  season  of  the  year  and  the  heavy  rain,  together  with  the  want 
of  proper  material  for  making  the  roads,  were  much  against  the 
rapid  progress  of  the  work.  The  prisoners  have  also  been  employed 
in  the  dockyard  on  various  labours,  such  as  stacking  timber,  re- 
moving iron,  ballast,  stores,  &c,  weighing  and  stacking  ditto,  and 
numerous  other  duties.  A  small  proportion  have  been  employed  for 
the  sendee  of  the  prison,  as  tailors,  shoemakers,  carpenters,  cooks, 
smiths,  washermen,  &c. 

Escapes. — I  think  it  must  be  satisfactory  to  know  that  not  one 
prisoner  has  effected  his  escape  from  this  establishment,  or  from  the 
*' Warrior,''  since  my  last  annual  Report  in  January  1856;  four 
Iiave  made  the  attempt  but  &iled. 

Abuses. — I  am  not  aware  of  any  abuses  existing. 
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Q«j8rn^»  State  of  the  Prison. — The  prison  was  in  a  very  unfinished  state 
—  when  opened  in  October  last^  a  great  deal  being  left  for  conyict 
labour  to  complete.  The  roads  and  yards  have  all  been  made  and 
levelled.  Every  day  something  is  done  both  by  contract  and  priscoL 
labour.  We  are  much  in  want  of  some  cottages  attached  to  the 
prison,  the  row  of  warders'  houses  not  being  sufficient  for  the  accom- 
modation  of  the  numerous  staff.  The  distance  from  the  prison  at 
which  many  of  the  officers  are  obliged  to  live,  is  very  irksome  to 
them  and  injurious  to  the  service.  It  seems  to  me  requisite  tliat 
the  foreman  of  works,  engineer,  and  schoolmasters,  should  be  pro- 
vided with  houses  on  the  spot.  With  regard  to  the  prison,  including 
the  plan  and  arrangements  of  the  building,  I  should  say  it  must  be 
pronounced  to  be  the  most  perfect  of  all  the  prisons  for  public  works, 
combining,  as  it  does,  beauty  of  exterior  design  with  all  the  modem 
interior  improvements  of  our  model  prisons. 

Concluding  Remarks. — In  conclusion,  I  must  beg  to  add  a  few 
remarks.  ITie  Chaplain  in  his  report  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  give  all 
the  particulars  of  the  prisoners  discharged  on  licence,  with  those 
whose  licenses  have  been  revoked,  and  all  the  information  referring 
to  his  particular  department  It  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  remark  upon 
the  good  conduct  of  the  prisoners  on  their  removal  from  Woolwich 
to  Chatham.  I  had  them  embarked  on  board  a  steamer  for  this 
place  without  any  chains,  no  military  guard,  and  I  may  say  a  mere 
dozen  or  so  of  officers  to  keep  order.  Before  embarking  the  prisoners, 
I  addressed  a  few  words  to  them,  to  the  effect  that  I  placed  confidence 
in  them,  and  trusted  they  would  prove  themselves  deserving  of  it. 
Nothing  couW  exceed  the  praiseworthy  and  orderly  conduct  of  the 
whole  body.  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that  a  few  weeks  after  arrival  at 
the  prison  they  did  not  conduct  themselves  quite  so  well,  rather 
resisting  the  change  of  discipline,  &c,  which  will  be  seen  by  th6 
increase  of  prison  officers.  I  had  to  meet  'them  with  considerable 
firmness,  and  the  result  is  satisfactory.  Of  late,  I  find  a  marked 
improvement,  both  in  the  prison  and  on  the  works,  and  I  trust  they 
will  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  continuing  to  report  favourably 
of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Gentlemen^ 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  E.  BuLLER,  Governor. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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(A.)— NuMBEB  and  Disposal  of  Prisoners  from  16th  September  1856 
to  dlst  December  1856. 


Boport.' 


Establishment 

Received. 

Removed. 

Total 

Eeoeived:— 

WarriOT            ..... 

Defence 

Portland            ..... 

Winchester  County  Gaol           .           .           - 

licences  revoked          .... 

348 

817- 

2 

4 
6 

677 

1        1    •    1    1    •             1 

21 

Total  in  Prison      - 
Bemoved:— 

Millbank           ..... 
Pentonrille        ..... 
Winchester  County  Gaol            -     .       - 
Pardoned          .           .            .           .            - 
i;>ischarged  on  Licence              ... 

-  677 
2S 

- 

Nomber  remaining  1st  Janoary  1857 

-  649 

(B.).^Statement  of  the  Value  of  Labour  performed  in  the  Boyal  Dock- 
yard, Chatham,  by  Convicts  between  the'  20th  November  and  Slst 
December  1856. 


Description  of  Work. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Value. 

£     M.     d. 

Bemoving  and  stacking  timber - 

329,504  cubic  feet 

12«.  per  1,000  feet 

197  14     1 

Bemoving  and  sticking  timber - 

124,736  sup.    do. 

4*.  6d.      „        - 

28     1     3 

Bemoving  iron,  ballast,  storey 

&c               ... 

331  tons 

GdLper  ton 

8     5     6 

Wei^hmg  and  stacking  ditto     - 

331     „         -        - 

4<L     „ 

5  10    4 

Cartuig  sundries 

2,321  kwds  - 

edlpwload      - 

58     0     6 

Oddjobsnotmeasorable  i—assist- 

ing  shipwrights,  cleaning  up 

ym,  docks,  water  tuiks,  chain 

45,353    hours   at 
10    hours    per 
day    equal     to 
4,535    days,    3 

^ 

cables,  &c,  levelling  yard,  re- 

motingmortar  and  other  boats, 
catting  up  old  iron,  barking 

[Att$.4d.pv\ 
r    day  .       -f 

529     S     4 

span,  removing  masts,  &c^ 

and   laying   irooden  paving. 

•^ 

&C.&C.           -               .               - 

» 

£826  14     0 
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CtoTcriKMr*  "WaRBIOB"   HuLK. 

^fEi'^'         (A.) — ^Number  and  Disposal  of  Prisoneus  ixom  1st  January  1856) 

to  11th  October  1856. 


Ettablishment. 


On  Board  l8t  Janiury  1856 
Beeenrad: — 

MiUbaak 

PentODTiUe 

Dartmoor 

PortamooUi 

Leicester 

Bedfbid 

Lioenoea  reroked  • 


Total  on  board 
BemoTed: 

Millbaok  •  •  « 

PantoaTille        ... 

Portland  ... 

Bartmow 

Chatham  •  •  • 

••  Stirling  Cattle*' 

Wettem  Australia 

Gibraltar       -  -  - 

Discharged  on  Licence 

^         by  Free  Pardon 
Deaths  • 


Bemaining  on  1 1th  October 


Received, 


37 
20 
18 
4 
10 
39 

r 


BemoTcd. 


6 

1 

3 

1:1 

348 

3 

15 

51 

115 

2 

2 


Total. 


4i9 


129 


558 


558 


Nil 


(B.)— Statbhent  of  the  Value  of  Labour  performed  in  the  Bojal  Dock* 
yard  at  Woolwich,  by  Conyicts,  between  1st  January  and  6th 
October  185a 


DeseriptioaorWork. 

Quantities. 

Prices. 

Value. 

£       a.    dl 

BemoTing  and  stacking  timber 

2,645,790  cubic  feet 

r    12*.  per  1,000  "1 
t       cubic  feet       J 

1,587     9     5 

Da            do. 

1,067,899  sup.  feet 

4«.6(f.per  1,000  sup.ft. 

240     5     6 

BemoTing  iron    ballast   and 

stores,  &C,        -        -        - 

27,777  tons 

6</.  per  ton 

694     8     6 

Weighing  and  stacking  do.   - 

27,932  tons 

*d.    „ 

465  10     8 

BemoTing  coals    -        -        - 

36,662  tons 

7«t        „ 

1,069     6     2 

Weighing  and  stacking  do.    - 

10,841  tons 

5d.        „ 

225  17     1 

Carting  sundries 

3,388  loads 

6d.  per  load 

84  14     0 

Breaking  stones 

9,404  bushels      - 

5d.  per  bnshet 

195  18     4 

Spinning  and  balling  oakum 

382  cwt. 

2.f .  per  cwt. 

38     4    0 

Catting  np  old  rope 

171  tons 

St.  per  toa 

17     2     0 

Bemoving  and  stacking  old 

rope,  &c  - 

8,049  tons 

64        „ 

76    4    6 

assisting    shipwrights  and 

- 

riggers,  cleaning  out  saw- 
mills, steamers,  docks,  and 
yard*  testing  chain  cables. 
&c,docking  Tcssels,  catting 

211,911  hours,  at 
10  hours  per  dav, 

'  =  to  21,191  days 
1  hour 

l2».  4<f.perday    - 

2,472     5  10 

ap  <dd  iron,  cross  catting 

timber,  snd  removing  boats, 
ftcftcftc 

Total        £ 

7,167     6    0 
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k>T«mor't 
Report. 


(D.) — Statricent  showing  the  average  Numbkr  of  Prisoners  confined  ia 
the  '^  Warrior"  Hulk,  Woolwich,  from  Ist  Januarj  to  16th  September, 
1856,  and  their  Earnings,  as  calculated  according  to  reasonable  Wages, 
foi  the  difl*ereiit  descriptions  of  Work  performed  per  Dajs  of  10  hours, 
into  which  all  the  time  employed  has  been  reduced. 


419 


Namber  of  Dajs^  Labour  performed. 


By  superior  Artificers.      By  inferior  Artificers. 


Number  of 

Days  of 

10  Hours 

each. 


Days.  Hrt. 
651       7 


Estimated 
Value. 


9    3 


Number  of 

Davsof 

10  flours 

each, 


Days.  Hrs, 
67,917     4 


Estimated 
Value. 


£      $,    d. 
7,66S  17    9 


Total 

Estimated 

Value. 


£    i,    d. 

7,744    7    0 


Arerage 

per 

Head. 


£.     B,    d. 
18    9     8 


(E.) — Statement  of  Offences  and  Punishments  during  the  Year  1856. 


Number  of  Offeuders 
punished.* 


(5- 


^ 


Total 


I 

a 


II 


Number  of  Offences  for 

which  actual  Punishment 

was  inflicted.^ 


Total. 


ill 


< 


11 


55 


142 


147 


411 


284 


289 


65 


419 


*  The  same  men  only  once  included. 

t  Including  men  merely  admonished. 

%  Men  with  more  than  one  offence  are  oil  counted  and  included  here. 

J  Corporal  Punishment,  1. 
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(F.>— "Wabwor"  Hulk. 

Stu^meiU  of  the  Daify  Distributkm  of  Tme. 


Occapation. 

In  Summer  (longest  day). 

In  Winter  (shortest  day). 

Prisoners  rise  and  are  let  oat' 
by  classes  to  wash    - 

A.ir.         A.M.            H. 

5.30  to  6.0    bO 

M. 
30 

AM,      .    AJf.           H.      X. 
5.30  to  6.0     =0    30 

Breikfut,  oftcers  and  pri- 
soners    - 

6.0     „6.30ss0 

30 

6.0     „  6.30  =0     30 

Cleaning  wards  and  stowing 
banunocks    -            -      -  ' 

6.30  „  6.55  =:0 

S5 

6.30   „  7.20  =0     50 

Dockyard    gates   open   for 

admission    of    workmen, 
and  prisoners  paraded  for 

6.55   „  7.10  =0 

15 

7.20   „  7.30  =0     10 

labour     - 

Prisoners  at  labour     - 

7.10„12.0     =4 

50 

7.30  „  12.0  =r4     30 

labourers  leave  work,  and' 

prisoners  return  on  board  . 
for  dinner     - 

-       -     12.0' 

r-      .     12.0     1 

P.M.      =  I 

0 

P.M.      V  1       0 

Prisoners  parade  for  labour  - 

-       -       1.0. 

I-      -      1.0     J 

P.M.           P.M. 

PJf.           P.1L 

Besume  labour    -        -        - 

1.10   „  5.45  =4 

35 

1.0     „  4.15  =3     15 

Mustering,  washing,  &c. 

5.0      „  6.0     =1 

0 

4.15    „  5.10  =0     55 

6.0      ,,6.30=0 

30 

5.10  n  6*45  sO     35 

Evening  prayers  and  school  - 

6.30    „  8.0     =1 

30 

5.45   „  7.30  =1     45 

Slinging  hammocks 

8.0      ^  8.30  =0 

30 

7.30   „  8.0     =0     30 

AH  prisoners  in  their  ham- 1 
mocks     -           -           -J 

9.0     =0 

30 

8.30  =0     30 

Abstract. 

Summer. 

H.     X. 

Meals  -  -  -  -  -  -  -20 

Out-of-door  labour,    including    mustering   to  and  from  "I 
labour  -  -  -  -  -  -j 

In-door  occupation  and  evening  instruction  -        •>         4  25    


9    5    — 


Winter. 

H.      X. 

2     5 

7  55 
5     6 


Total 


15  80    —  15     6 
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GofernoT-.  *'  DEFENCE  "  HULK. 

*2f**    (A-) ^Number  and  Disposal  of  the  Prisoners  from  Ist  of  Jananry  1856 

to  20th  October  1856. 


EsUbliihment 

Receiyed. 

Removed. 

Total 

On  Board  lit  January  I  S5«             ... 

w                    • 

489 

Recdyed:— 

Millbank           .           .           .           .           • 

5 

PentonTille       -           .           .           -           - 

3 

Portland 

1 

Dartmoor          -           -           -           -           - 

17 

Portnnoath 

3 

Wakeflukl         -           -                       .           - 

26 

Preston             .           -           ^           .           . 

11 

Northampton    -                       .           -           - 

29 

licenoet  revoked          .... 

16 

111 

. 

Tbtalonboard      • 

600 

Removed : — 

Millbank           ..... 

- 

2 

Dartmoor          .           .            .           .            - 

. 

24 

Chatham           .           -           -            -           • 

• 

317 

"  Stirling  CaiUe**          .            -           .            - 

- 

5 

We«tem  Australia         -           -           .           . 

- 

29 

Gibraltar 

- 

45 

Lunatic  Asylum            .            -            -           - 

- 

1 

Discharged  on  licenoe             -           .           - 

- 

170 

Oompledon  of  Sentence 

- 

1 

Escapes            .           -            -           .           - 

• 

2 

Deaths 

•         • 

4 

600 

*                   m 

Bemaming  20th  October  1856 

NU. 

(B.)  Statement  of  the  Value  of  Labour  performed  in  the  Royal  Arsenal 
at  Woolwich,  bj  Convicts  between  the  1st  January  and  20th  October 

1856. 

Description  of  Work. 

Quantities. 

Prices. 

Value. 

£    s.     d. 

RemoTing  and  stacking  tunber  - 

2.217,142  cubic  feet 

12«.  per  1,000  feet 

1,330    5    8 

Do.               Do. 

4,141,315  sup.    da 

4..6d 

931  15  11 

Shipping  and  unshipping  stores 

33,971  tons    - 

6d  per  ton 

849     5     6 

Cleaning  shot  and  shell 

122,242  (No) 

\d,  each    • 

254  13     5 

Carting  sundries 

20,030  loads  - 

ed.  per  load       * 

500  15     0 

Digging  and  remoTing  gravel  - 

4,466  cubic  yards   - 

5<^  per  yard 

93     0  10 

Breaking  stones 

19,398  bushels        - 

5d,  per  bushel   - 

404     2     6 

Odd  jobs  not  measurable:-— re- 

pairing butt  and  roads,  &C., 

assisting  tradesmen,  filling  in 

ditches,    spreading    mud   m 

128,860       hours. 

<% 

marshes,  cleaning  out  saw- 
mills,   sheds,    and    ditches, 

^  equal  to  12,886 
days  of  10  hours 
each      - 

.2#.4d:perday 

1,603    7    4 

stacking   carriages,    making 
mortar  battery  and  magasine, 

weeding  in  front  of  wharf, 

clearing    away    mud    from 

whaxf;  &c  &c 

- 

Total  Talue  of  labour    - 

•         • 

- 

£5,867     6    S 
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Ckyvwnoff^ 
.Repork 


(D.) — Statement  thowing  the  average  Nukbeb  of  Piosokebs  confined  in 
the  ''Defence"  Hulk,  Woolwich,  from  Ist  January  to  20th  OctolMr 
1856|  and  their  Earnings,  as  calculated  according  to  reasonable  Wages, 
for  the  different  descriptions  of  Work  performed  per  Day  of  10  Hours^ 
into  which  all  the  Time  employed  has  been  reduced. 


4S8 


Nmnber  of  Daji  Laboar  performed. 


By  foperior  Artificera. 


Number  of 

Dainiof 

10  Hoan 

each. 


Daya  Hn 

1,305     8 


Efftimated 
Value. 


163    4    6 


By  inferior  Artifiowt. 


Nomber  of 

Dayt  of 

10  Hoan 

each. 


Days.  Hrs. 
66;i72    3 


Estimated 
Vahie. 


£ 
6,9S9 


t.    d. 

4  a 


Total 

Estimated 

Value. 


£      9.    d. 

7,092    8    8 


Average 

per 

Head. 


£    9.    d. 
16  11     5 


Bemsmi. 


(E.) — Statbmbnt  of  Offences  and  Punishments  during  the  Tear  1856. 


Nmnber  of  Oflenders 
pmuahed.* 


B 


^ 


Total 


NTmnber  of  Offences  for 

which  actual  Funishment 

-was  inflicted.^ 


Total 


8)1  . 


198 


206 


394 


273 


281 


65 


428 


*  The  same  men  only  once  included. 

-f  Including  men  merely  admonished. 

f  Men  with  more  than  one  offence  are  all  counted  and  included  here. 

§  Corporal  punishment,  1. 
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• 

Longest  Daj^ 

Shortest 

Day. 

Occupation. 

From 

To 

Hme 
Employed. 

From 

To 

Time 
Employed. 

Prisonen  rise,   wash,  and! 
roll  up  haniBiocka          -  j 

5.ao 

▲.X. 
6.0 

Honrs.Min. 
0    30 

A.X. 

5.30 

A.M. 

6.0 

0    30 

Break&it(dficen  and  pri-l 
ionere)-       -       .       -/ 

6.0 

6.30 

0 

30 

6.0 

6.30 

0    30 

Qeamng  dasaea 

«.so 

7.15 

0 

45 

6.30 

7.15 

0    45 

Jia  readiness  to  turn  out  to  1 

work,     preparing      the  • 
boats,  &C.      .       .       .J 

7.15 

7.30 

0 

15 

7.15 

7.30 

0    15 

Labour,  including  landing  I 
and  marching  to  and  from  > 
the  working  groond       -  J 

7.80 

NOOH. 
13.0 

4 

30 

7.30 

NOON. 
12.0 

4    30 

Dinner  for  officers  and  pri-l 
soners  -       -       -       -j 

NOON. 

la.o 

P.M. 
1.0 

1 

0 

NOON. 
12.0 

P.M. 
1.0 

1       0 

lAboar,  including  muster- 1 
ing  and  going  to  and  from 
working  gronnd    -       -J 

P.M. 
1.0 

5.30 

4 

30 

P.M. 

1.0 

4.0 

3      0 

Prisoners    are     mnstered,! 
wash,    and   prepare  for  \ 
supper-        .        .       -J 

5.30 

6.0 

0 

30 

4.0 

4.45 

0    45 

Supper,  washing  up,  &c.     - 

6.0 

6.45 

0 

45 

4.45 

5.30 

0      5 

"Eifetaiig^pnj^in  &  schod,1 
repairing  clothing,  &0.    -j 

6.45 

8.30 

1 

45 

5.30 

7.30 

S      0 

Sling  hammocks,  and  all  in  \ 
bed      -       -       -       -J 

8.30 

9.0 

0 

30 

7.30 

8.0 

0    30 

Total 

15 

30 

14    30 
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Statement  showing  the  expenditure  of  Chatham  Prison,  for  the  year 
ending  3l8t  March  1867. 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks 
Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants  •  -       - 

Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment ..---- 
Rations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 
Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants  -  -        - 
Victualling  prisoners               -            -            - 
Clothing,  &C.  for  prisoners            .             -            .  - 
Bedding  for  prisoners              •             -            . 
Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &Ci 
Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick^    -            .            - 
Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  or  prisoners  on  thdr 
liberation                 -                -             •            -            - 
Gratuities  to  convicts                 -             .            .             - 
Furniture  and  fittings              -             -            - 
Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  fcc.         -            -       - 
Fuel  and  light  for  generid  purposes         -            .            - 
Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs 
Soap,  scouring,  and  cleaning  articles          -             -  • 
Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops        -            -            -            . 
Funeral  expenses,  inquests.  Sec           -            -               *• 
Various  small  disbursements     -                .            -          • 
Rent,  rates,  and  taxes          -            -,            - 


£      t. 

d. 

3,094  9 

B 

5,841  14 

8 

181  10 

7 

1,571  12 

10 

1,039  8 

4 

9,864  8 

0 

5,815  8 

5 

2,214  1 

« 

129  3 

1 

79  10 

5 

543  12 

S 

2,156  17  11" 

1,022  16 

8 

291  11 

6 

1,174  5 

4 

359  0 

6 

412  9 

6 

261  18 

8 

80  10 

4 

909  9 

4 

279  9 

3 

Total        •        -  -^£37,272  17  9 

Deduct — Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value 

of  productive  labour        -  -        663     2  1^ 

Net  expenditure  -  je36,709  15  7^ 
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IT- 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHAPLAIN. 


Gentlemen,  Chatham  Prison,  January  6,  1855. 

The  Report  which  I  have  now  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you,  ohNdttn'i 
is  only  for  the  three  months  which  have  elapsed  since  the  opening  of  '^^^ 
this  prison.  Our  removal  from  the  hulks  at  Woolwich  was  effected 
most  satisfactorily.  Nothing  could  be  better  than  the  whole  con- 
duct of  the  prisoners  in  their  transference  from  the  "  Warrior,**  the 
«*  Defence,"  and  the  hospital  ship,  ''  L'Unit^  "  to  Chatham.  It 
was  highly  gratifying  to  witness  the  discipline,  order,  and  obedience 
with  which  they  marched  to  the  prison,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to 
their  cells.  I  heard  not  of  one  act  of  insubordination  amongst  so 
large  a  body  as  665  prisoners  being  removed  under  circumstances 
which  must  naturally  have  caused  some  excitement  to  their  minds. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Hulks  I  cannot  help  observing  that,  although 
they  were  radically  defective  as  places  of  prison  discipline,  and  even 
obstructive  of  moral  and  religious  reformation,  their  anomalies  had, 
nevertheless,  been  so  far  obviated  by  good  arrangements,  diligently 
and  perseveringly  applied,  as  to  have  resulted  in  the  manifest  im- 
provement of  the  convicts  occupying  them. 

I  must  also  avail  myself  of  this  parting  notice  of  those  ships,  which 
were  the  scene  of  my  labours  for  four  years  and  upward,  to  express 
my  heartfelt  gratitude  to  God  for  the  degree  of  health  and  comfort, 
and  for  the  measure  of  His  blessing,  with  which  I  was  enabled  to 
discharge  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  my  ministerial  office ; 
and,  whilst  thankful  for  the  past,  I  would  humbly  "  take  courage  "  to 
hope  for  a  continuance  of  the  same  Divine  ^dance  and  favour  in 
this  new  and  more  convenient  sphere  of  exertion. 

The  reli^ous  and  moral  improvement  of  the  prisoners  has  been 
promoted  during  their  short  residence  here  by  all  the  means  which 
could  be  used  amidst  the  arrangements  necessary  on  first  occupying 
the  prison.  Our  movements  have  been  unavoidably  interrupted  by 
the  preparations  which  were  required  in  adapting  the  chapel  for  the 
daily  operations  of  the  school,  and  in  forming  the  plans  for  success- 
fully working  it  Ever  since  the  opening  of  the  prison,  however. 
Morning  and  Evening  Prayer  has  been  used  daily,  with  two  short 
lectures  during  the  week ;  and  two  full  services  have  been  held  in 
the  chapel  on  each  Lord's  Day ;  two  services  and  lectures  on  that 
day  have  ako  been  given  to  the  prisoners  in  the  infirmary,  in  addition 
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^^y^  to  constant  visitation  and  daily  prayers  there  by  the  Chapluns  and 
—       the  Scripture  Reader.  The  prisoners  under  punishment  have  likewise 
been  regularly  visited,  and  have  been  admonished,  advised,  and  in- 
structed as  their  respective  cases  required. 

Notwithstanding  the  comparatively  desultory  and  unsettled  state 
of  things  in  a  new  abode,  the  attention  of  the  prisoners  in  public 
services,  and  in  more  private  ministrations,  has  been  very  good.  This 
may  be  in  great  measure  accounted  for  by  the  advantage  of  cell 
confinement  over  that  of  associated  wards  in  hulks.  In  numerous 
instances  the  prisoners  assure  me  of  the  relief  and  satisfaction  which 
they  enjoy  by  their  being  placed  in  separate  cells ;  and  it  is  fair 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  that  they  apply  for  library 
books,  and  read  them  with  an  avidity  before  unknown  to  us.  Con- 
sidering that  a  Bible,  prayer  book,  and  hymn  book,  are  placed  in 
each  man's  cell,  and  that  he  has  the  additional  privilege  of  works  of 
religious  and  general  knowledge,  and  knowing,  as  we  do,  the  extent 
to  which  they  are  used,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  hope  and  believe  that 
good  impressions  and  useful  information  are  wiaely  imparted.  A 
portion  of  the  dinner-hour,  and  the  interval  between  supper  and  the 
lights  being  put  out,  are,  as  we  trust,  profitably  spent  by  many 
of  tlie  convicts.  Some  dark  and  ignorant  minds  may,  it  is  true, 
be  there  brooding  in  sullen  disappointment  and  ill-will ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  their  seclusion  frequently  induces  serious  consideration 
of  the  past  and  the  future. 

Each  prisoner  has  half  a  day  in  the  week  for  school  instruction ; 
and  the  duties  of  the  school  have  been  prosecuted  under  the  super- 
intendence of  myself  and  the  Assistant  Chaplain,  with  as  much 
regularity  as  could  be  secured  amidst  interruptions  occasioned  by 
workpeople.  The  schoolmasters  feel  how  much  greater  their  facilities 
will  be  here  for  conveying  instruction  than  they  were  at  the  Hulks, 
and  how  much  more  likely  to  reach  the  understanding  and  hearts  of 
the  prisoners,  now  so  delivered  from  the  confusion  and  annoyances  of 
promiscuous  association. 

The  libraries,  which  have  been  brought  from  Woolwich,  and  which 
will  require  augmentation  as  the  nunioer  of  prisoners  tnay  increase, 
are  invaluable,  by  enabling  us  to  meet  the  increased  eagerness  for 
reading.  A  place  large  and  commodious  enough  for  the  siSe  keeping 
of  the  Ubrary  and  school-books  is  much  needed. 

The  Lord's  Supper  was  administered  at  Christmas  to  those 
prisoners  who,  on  their  own  application,  were  previously  examined 
in  the  nature  and  purpose  of  that  ordinance.  X  do  not  encourage^ 
neither  do  I  perceive,  *any  undue  forwardness  on  their  part  to  com- 
municate; on  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  there  are  well-disposed 
men  who  abstain  from  the  celebration  until  they  shall  have  further 
tioie  for  testing  their  own  sincerity ;  and  others  who  wait  for  their 
return  to  liberty,  when  their  motives  may  be  less  liable  to  suspicion^ 
and  their  purposes  of  amendment  proved  to  be  steadfast  A  large  and 
rapid  accession  of  communicants  is,  I  think,  much  to  be  deprecated — 
for  the  good  of  the  prisoners  themselves,  as  well  as  for  the  true 
dignity  of  the  Sacrament. 

So  far  aa  another  year's  experience  enables  me  to  review  the 
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results  of  the  Act  for  liberating  prisoners  on  'licence."  I  see  no 
grounds  for  doubting  either  its  utility  or  the  good  effects  of  the 
discipline  imposed  —  only  4|  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  released 
from  the  Hulks  at  Woolwich  and  from  this  prison,  have  been  sent  back 
on  a  revocation  of  licence  since  the  commencement  of  the  ticket-of- 
leave  system.  I  do  not  think  that  a  better  result  could  have  been 
fairly  expected,  notwithstanding  the  strong  objections  which  have 
been  raised  against  the  measure.  The  number  of  ticket-of-leave 
men  convicted  and  doing  ill  has,  indeed,  latterly  increased,  and  the 
opposition  to  them  has  in  even  greater  proportion  become  more 
general  and  more  intense.  Yet,  not  to  say  that  statements  have 
been  exaggerated,  and  opinions  formed  rather  from  prejudice  and 
feat  than  from  real  facts  and  experience,  too  many  causes  have 
operated  in  producing  an  unfavourable  estimate  of  the  matter.  The 
large  influx  of  the  evil-disposed  and  criminal  class  which  has  returned 
upon  the  land  through  the  cessation  of  war  and  consequent  discharges 
from  the  army,  the  manifold  and  often  insuperable  difficulties  in 
obtaining  employment — these  and  other  causes  have  combined  to 
keep  them  out  of  honest  industry ;  and,  although  this  is  no  excuse 
for  robbery  and  violence,  still,  a  very  different  state  of  things  miffht 
have  resulted  if  employers  of  labour  had  more  generally  afforded 
work,  advice,  and  well-timed  encouragement.  Speaking  from  the 
evidence  of  a  mass  of  testimony  from  magistrates,  clergymen,  and 
employers,  and  making  due  allowance  for  the  depravity  of  human 
nature,  and  the  frailty  of  human  intentions,  I  humbly  trust  and 
believe  that  a  larger  proportion  than  could  have  been  reasonably 
predicted,  have  overcome  obstacles  and  endured  privation  in  seeking 
employment,  and  have  persevered  in  it  when  obtained. 

The  penal  servitude  men,  whose  periods  of  detention  are  fast  ad- 
vancing, are  considerably  disheartened  by  the  prospect  of  having  to 
serve  their  whole  time  in  prison,  after  hoping  that  some  mitigation 
would  be  awarded  to  cases  of  good  conduct.  I  think  that  a  slight 
relaxation  of  their  sentences  in  all  such  cases  would  have  a  beneficial 
effect,  by  encouraging  them  to  willing  and  energetic  labour,  and  to 
a  more  kindly  reception  of  advice  and  instruction.  The  stimulus  of 
hope  is  essential  to  all  men  in  the  race  of  life,  but  as  to  prisoners, 
it  is  a  main  support  of  their  minds  as  well  as  a  spur  to  their  obedience 
and  exertions ;  and  such  is  the  necessary  effect  upon  their  mental 
condition  of  continued  imprisonment  and  penal  discipline  that  the 
prospect  of  a  trifling  boon,  if  only  a  few  months  abatement  of  the 
punishment,  materially  affects  them  for  the  better,  and  gains  an 
easier  and  more  effectual  access  t»  their  hearts  for  moral  and  re- 
ligious influences.  They  who  know  most  of  this  class  of  men  from 
daily  intertiourse  with  them,  and  constant  opportunities  of  observing 
the  effect  of  treatment  upon  them,  are  abundantly  satisfied  that, 
however  they  may  frequently  pervert,  they  are  seldom  insensible  to, 
a  judicious  and  intelligent -regard  for  their  welfare  ;  they  may  be,  per- 
haps, driven  as  beasts  of  burden  to  the  sullen  performance  of  their  task- 
work, but  Christianity  and  policy  alike  require  that  they  should  be 
dealt  with  as  rational  beings.  Hence  it  is  that  patience,  mildness, 
and  firmness  on  the  part  of  discipline  officers  are  readily  appreciated 
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by  their  gangs,  who  are,  under  such  control,  lively  and  active  at 
work.  And  hence  it  is  that  the  intelligence  and  zeal  with  which 
able  authorities  of  a  prison  always  adpiinister  discipline  in  order  to 
elevate  and  reform  their  charge,  invariably  secure  a  free  and  manly 
compliance  with  the  most  stringent  of  their  orders :  a  chain  will  be  less 
galling  for  the  gentleness  with  which  it  is  inflicted.  I  hardly  need 
to  add  that  the  only  key  by  which  a  chaplain  or  his  subordinates  in 
the  school  and  in  Scripture  reading  can  get  at  the  minds  of  convicts  is 
persuasion;  by  this  the  lessons  of  the  class,  the  great  truths  of 
Scripture,  and  the  instruction  and  exhortations  of  the  pulpit  may 
be,  and  are,  instilled  into  those  who  would  recoil  from  and  reject  the 
mere  dictation  of  truth,  however  correct  and  well-intentioned. 

The  whole  subject  of  prison  discipline  and  the  reformation  of 
criminals  is  avowedly  difficult,  and  ^erefore  it  is  canvassed  with 
unusual  diversity  of  opinion,  according  to  the  diflPerent  points  of 
view  from  which  it  is  contemplated.  As  a  chaplain  now  of  some 
years'  experience,  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  these  men  had  only  a  fisdr 
field  of  labour,  and  only  as  much  favour  as  would  enable  them  to 
live  without  depression  of  mind,  they  would  acquit  themselves  of  their 
duty  far  more  to  their  own  credit  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country 
than  they  have  done.  Many  of  the  relapses  may  be  attributed  to 
the  settled  prejudices  of  those  who  might  have  either  employed  them 
or  promoted  their  employment.  In  many  instances  they  have  been 
allowed  to  wander  about  houseless,  penniless,  and  unbefriended, 
until  the  strongest  resolution  has  sunk,  and  a  relapse  into  crime  has 
followed.  Whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  the  present  aptation  of 
the  question,  it  is  certain  that  the  chief  abomination  which  under- 
mines the  virtue  of  the  masses  is  drunkenness,  and  that  this  teeming 
parent  of  crime  and  misery  is  sustained  by  the  beer-houses  and  dram- 
shops, which  are  so  numerous,  and  still  increasing. 

A  likely  means  for  the  prevention  of  crime  is  being  adopted  in  the 
establishment  of  industrial,  ragged,  and  reformatory  schools,  by  the 
extension  and  progress  of  which  multitudes  will,  we  trust,  be  rescued 
from  the  contaminating  effects  of  vicious  example.  The  parents  of 
children  are,  I  may  almost  say,  generally  at  the  root  of  the  evil.  In 
innumerable  cases  we  find  that  their  neglect  of  wholesome  restraint 
and  suitable  education  for  their  offspring  has  been  the  prolific  source 
of  that  idleness  which  clothes  a  man  with  rags,  and  by  degrees  into 
habits  of  pilfering,  and  its  attendants,  sensuality  and  the  loss  of  self- 
respect,  all  which  find  their  natural  termination  in  a  prison,  if  not  on 
the  gallows.  We  hail,  therefore,  with  satisfaction  the  recent  law 
which  not  only  empowers  magistrates  to  send  criminal  children  to 
proper  training  and  schooling,  and  so  to  secure  them  from  the  vices 
and  pollutions  of  a  criminal  home,  but  also  enforces  part  of  the  cost 
upon  the  parents  who  make  that  home  what  it  is  by  their  own  excesses 
and  crimes,  or  by  their  reprehensible  indulgence  and  gross  neglect  o 
children. 

A  sound  religious  education,  especially  if  accompanied  with 
parental  restraint,  would  dispose  the  mind  to  yield  to  and  prepare 
the  understanding  to  appreciate  the  lessons  of  salutary  law  and  of 
Christian  duty ;  as  it  is,  the  great  majority  of  convicts  are  not  only 
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hardened  against  the  dictates  of  truth  and  honesty,  but  are  also  so  cigipiflin'i 
perverted  in  reason,  and  so  vitiated  in  taste,  that  we  need  not  wonder  — 
that  very  many  retain  false  views  and  vile  inclinations  even  after  a 
few  yeara  of  penal  control.  The  present  crisis  in  the  history  of 
criminals  will  tend  to  impress  a  clear  and  distinct  apprehension  of  the 
subject.  It  will  be  increasingly  understood  that  all  ranks  and  orders 
of  the  men  in  the  social  scale  must  co-operate,  must  enlist  their  sym- 
pathies and  their  energies  in  the  indispensable  work  of  reclaiming 
the  fallen,  and  of  preserving  the  inexperienced. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain^  Gentlemen, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

I.  K  Maksh,  Chaplain. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  ON  THE 
LABOUR  HULKS  AT  WOOLWICH  AND  THE  CON- 
VICT PRISON  AT  CHATHAM. 


Gentlemen^  Chatham  Conaict  Prison^  Jan.  7,  1857. 

^^^  DuBiNG  the  period  of  this  report,  viz.,  from  the  cominence- 

Beport.  ment  of  1856  to  the  abolitipn  of  the  labour  hulks  at  Woolwich  in 
October  of  that  year,  the  general  state  of  health  of  the  prisoners  has 
been  excellent ;  6  deaths  only  have  occurred,  the  last  of  which  was 
on  the  1st  June.  The  proportion  of  sick  has  been  below  the  average 
of  the  same  number  of  men  in  the  healthiest  district  of  England, 
and  the  hospital  has  consequently  been  comparatively  empty. 

This  extreme  healthiness  of  the  prisoners  was  to  have  b^n  expected 
from  the  improved  drainage  of  the  locality  and  the  Woolwich 
marshes ;  the  effect  of  which  is  shown  best  by  the  marked  decrease 
of  the  ague  cases  every  year  from  1848  to  the  present  time;  at  that 
period  a  deep  railway  cutting  was  made  through  Plumstead,  whidi 
appears  to  have  eflFectually  drained  the  village,  and  freed  it  from  a 
disease  to  which  its  inhabitants  had  long  been  subject  In  that  year 
there  were  382  cases  of  fever  admitted  to  hospital,  chiefly  from  the 
Hulk  stationed  nearest  the  marshes,  271  of  which  were  intermittent; 
in  1849  there  were  146  cases  of  ague;  in  1860  there  were  78;.  in 
1851  there  were  41,  and  so  on,  till  last  year  there  were  but  6,  and 
only  2  during  the  period  of  this  report,  although  the  prisoners  were 
equally  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  marsh  miasm  as  during  the 
previous  years  while  employed  at  the  Arsenal  and  in  the  swampy 
ground  adjoining,  so  that  the  decrease  of  this  disease  (which,  though 
not  usually  fatal  in  itself,  lays  the  foundation  for  other  diseases  of  a 
fatal  character,)  has  removed  one  of  the  greatest  objections  to  the 
collection  of  a  body  of  prisoners  in  that  locality. 

From  the  consideration  of  these  facts,  I  was  induced  to  alter  the 
opinion  which  I  expressed  in  May  1850,  when  called  on  to  report  on 
Woolwich  as  the  intended  site  for  the  erection  of  a  c<mvict  prison, 
and  to  recommend  it  this  year  as  a  temporary  station  for  the  invalids 
from  Portsmouth.  These  observations  refer  only  to  the  labour  Hulk 
stationed  off  the  Arsenal,  the  otliers  lymg  in  the  river  were  almost 
free  from  ague,  and  on  board  the  '*  Warrior/'  stationed  at  the  dock- 
yard, a  case  rarely  occurred. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Diseases,  309 

Cases  of  rheumatism,  bronchitis,  and  asthma  have  always  been  pre-    Medicai 
yalent  in  this  establishment,  aggravated  at  certain  periods  by  the  cold,    jj^* 
damp  atmosphere  of  the  river,  but  the  number  of  patients  as  well  as  the       — 
deaths  from  these  causes  are  yearly  reduced.     Two  cases  of  rheuma- 
tism were  sent  to  Dartmoor,  another  suffering  from  a  severe  acute 
attack  was  removed  to  Chatham  prison  and  has  quite  recovered.     Of 
the  2  deaths  tmder  the  head  of  bronchitis,  one  was  from  consumption, 
2  cases  of  the  latter  disease  were  in  an  incipient  stage  and  removed 
to  Dartmoor. 

Local  inflammatory  affections  under  the  head  of  phlogosis  are 
slightly  increased,  but  this  has  been  remarked  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  assigned  to  causes  quite  disconnected  with  local  in- 
fluence. I  have  attached  to  this  report  a  table  showing  the  increase 
of  this  and  the  decrease  of  other  diseases  mentioned  in  this  return, 
with  the  per-centage  of  cases  compared  with  the  last  10  years. 

Catarrh  and  diarrhcea  have  been  less  prevalent  than  usual  One 
case  of  strangulated  hernia  occurred,  which  was  relieved  by  operation, 
but  eventually  proved  fatal. 

Among  the  accidents,  though  numerous,  none  of  a  very  serious 
nature  have  occurred ;  of  the  three  prisoners  invalided,  one  was  on 
account  of  an  incised  wound  dividing  the  tendons  of  the  foot,  the 
other  two  were  for  old  injuries  received  previous  to  imprisonment ; 
the  death  occurring  under  this  head  was  from  erysipelas  attacking 
what  appeared  on  his  entry  in  the  Iiospital  to  be  a  trivial  wound, 
occasioned  by  his  placing  his  foot  under  a  cartwheel  purposely  to 
evade  employment.  The  increase  of  accidents  in  the  establishment 
of  late  years  is  probably  to  be  ascribed  to  the  heavier  work  on  which 
the  convicts  are  now  employed  at  the  dock-yards. 

A  list  of  the  invalids  is  annexed  for  your  information,  and  will  be 
found  to  consist  chiefly  of  cripples,  and  others  suffering  from  chronic 
affections  selected  for  light  labour  at  Dartmoor,  and  exchanged  for 
recovered  invalids. 

One  of  the  Hulks  was  old,  defective,  and  unserviceable,  and  could 
have  been  no  longer  retained  as  a  prison ;  the  other  two,  "Defence," 
and  "  Unitd,"  were  left  in  a  sound,  clean,  and  efficient  state,  well 
adapted  for  the  purpose  to  which  they  were  immediately  applied, 
viz.,  as  a  temporary  dep6t  for  invalids. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  sick  on  board  the  hospital  ship,  it  was 
found  absolutely  necessary  to  have  2  or  3  separate  wards,  which  were 
used  both  for  the  detection  of  malingerers  and  the  separation  of  the 
ill-conducted  ;  the  threat  of  separation  alone  being  found  frequently 
sufficient  to  enforce  discipline  amongst  the  sick,  even  amongst  those 
who  were  apparently  callous  to  it  when  in  a  state  of  health,  though 
the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  generally,  while  in  hospital,  has  been 
very  satisfactory  and  highly  creditable  to  the  hospital  warders  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Nisbet,  master  of  hospital,  whose  firmness, 
moderation,  and  perseverance  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  induced 
me  to  recommend  him  to  your  notice  as  a  most  trustworthy  and 
eflScient  officer. 

No  pardons  or  licenses  have  been  granted  on  medical  grounds. 
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One  case  of  insanity  occurred  in  the  case  of  prisoner  2110,  M.J. 
He  was  removed  from  separate  confinement,  detained  some  time  in 
hospital,  and  when  found  to  be  genuine  by  careful  observation,  sent 
to  Bethlehem  Hospital.  It  was  recorded  in  his  entry  that  his  mother 
had  been  mad,  and  that  his  family  were  intemperate. 

The  health  of  prisoners  was  good  on  reception ;  the  deaths  during 
the  period  of  this  report  have  been  only  0*5  per  cent 

The  provisions  supplied  have  been  uniformly  of  good  quality,  and 
the  allowance  ample.  Half-a-pint  of  porter  daily  was  recommended 
to  be  issued  to  a  few  of  the  prisoners  while  employed  clearing  a 
drain  in  the  Arsenal ;  no  addition  besides  this  has  been  made  to  the 
established  scale.  The  following  is  the  list  of  casualty  sick  in  both 
Hulks  to  the  21st  October:— 


Daily  Number 

of  Casualty  Sick 

on  bot^ 

•♦Defence." 

Daily  Number 

of  Casualty  Sick 

on  board 

"  Warrior." 

Total  for  the 

Period  of  the 

Report 

Daily  Average 

of  Complaining 

Sick. 

Daily  Average 

of  Hospital 

Patients. 

10.560 

11.361 

21.821 

60 

20 

Chatham  Convict  Prison. 

On  the  removal  of  the  prisoners  from  the  Hulks,  the  sick  were 
transferred  to  Chatham  prison  and  placed  in  the  infirmary,  where 
there  is  at  present  sufficient  accommodation ;  but  in  anticipation  of 
an  additional  number  of  prisoners,  or  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
sick,  which  must  naturally  be  expected  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
another  ward  Is  about  to  be  added,  and  accommodation  provided  for 
the  warders  also  when  sick,  so  that  they  may  have  the  benefit  of 
hospital  treatment  more  directly  under  the  supervision  of  the 
medical  officer.  When  this  and  a  few  other  projected  alterations 
now  in  progress  are  completed,  this  department  of  the  establishment 
will  be  efficient  in  every  respect. 

The  prison  having  been  so  recently  constructed  and  occupied, 
scarcely  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  form  an  accurate  opinion  of  the 
healthiness  of  the  situation ;  but  judging  from  the  present  healthy 
state  of  the  convicts,  and  the  few  requiring  admission  to  the  infir- 
mary since  its  opening,  there  is  every  reason  to  consider  the  position 
of  the  prison  a  good  one.  Placed  on  a  rising  ground,  with  sandy 
soil  and  open  exposure  at  the  bend  of  the  river,  a  good  healthy  cur- 
rent of  air  is  insured,  whether  the  wind  is  either  up  or  down  it,  while 
the  means  of  securing  tidal  drainage  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  prisoners  consist  chiefly  of  those  transferred  from  Woolwich, 
who  are  maintained  in  a  healthy  and  efficient  state  by  the  discipline 
and  regularity  to  which  all  prisoners  are  subjected. 

No  death,  or  case  of  pardoning  on  medical  grounds,  invaliding,  or 
lunacy,  has  occurred  during  the  period  of  this  report,  which  embraces 
from  the  16th  September  to  the  31st  December  inclusive. 
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The  ventilation  of  the  cells  and  the  building  in  general  appears  Medical 
to  me  to  be  well  provided  for,  and  the  heating  of  the  interior  by  ^^'h. 
means  of  stoves  sufficient  for  sanitary  purposes. 

The  provisions  supplied  have  been  of  good  quality,  and  no  extras 
have  been  issued  in  addition  to  the  estabUshed  allowance. 

The  number  of  casual  sick  has  amounted  to  3,947,  and  the  num- 
ber of  patients  treated  in  the  infirmary  to  47.  I  have  annexed 
Tables  showing  the  amount  of  cases  of  each  disease,  and  the  disposal 
of  prisoners.  The  average  amount  of  casual  sick  daily  is  54,  and 
infirmary  patients  12 ;  the  former  being  about  7  and  the  latter 
1-^  per  cent 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

John  J.  D.  Burns,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer. 
The  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons, 
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Medical     Table  showing  the  Number  of  Patients  admitted  to  and  discharged  from 
B!?^rt!        **ie  Infirmary  of  the  Chatham  Convict  Prison  between  the  16th  Sep- 
—  tember  and  31  st  December  1856. 


Diseases. 

Admitted. 

Dis- 
charged. 

Died. 

loTalided. 

Re- 
maining. 

Febris  continaa 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Febris  intermittens  - 

1 

— 

— 

Phlogosis        -        -        - 

10 

— 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia    -        -        - 

6 

— 

— 

2 

Rheumatism  us 

5 

— 

— 

1 

Cynanche       -        -        - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Orchitis          -        .        - 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas      -        -        - 

— 

— 

— 

^cnc  Indurate 

— 

— 

— 

Hannorrhois   -        -        - 

— 

— 

— 

Neuralgia       -        -        - 

— 

— 

1 

Catarrhus       -        -        - 

— 

2 

Colic      -        -        -        - 

— 

diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Obstipatio       -        -        - 

— 

— 

— 

Dysuria          -        .        - 

— 

— 

— 

Debility 

3 

3 

— 

—    ' 

Vulnus  -        -        -        - 

16 

12 

— 

— 

4 

Ulcus     -        .        -        - 

2 

I 

— 

"" 

1 

Total 

61 

47 

— 

— 

14 

Disposal  of  Prisoners  at  Chatham  Convict  Prison  from  16th  September 
to  31st  December  1856. 


No.  of 

Prisoners 

received  from 

Woolwich. 

Other 
Prisons. 

Revoked 
Licence. 

Total. 

Removed 
to  other 
Prisons. 

Pardoned. 

Licensed. 

Re- 
maining. 

665 

6 

6 

7 

6 

1 

21 
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Chatham  Prison  {Appendix). 


Hedioai    Yearlt    Rktubn  of  PrisoDGrs  admitted  and  discharged  on  board  the 
Be^f        "  Unit6  "  Hospital  Ship,  Woolwich,  commencing  January  1  and  ending 
October  21,  1856. 


Diseases. 

1 

^ 

1 

Transferred  to 
Chatham  P. 

, 

.S  E 

Remarks. 

Zi  1 

1 

1 

.a 

a 

1 

Febris  intermittens 

2 

2 

2 

Febris  continua    - 

- 

25 

25 

24 

1 

— 

- 

- 

Phlogosis     - 

2 

60 

62 

60 

2 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  - 

- 

21 

21 

20 

1 

- 

- 

Cynanche     - 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  - 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Parotiditis    - 

. 

4 

4 

- 

- 

. 

- 

Rheumatismns 

2 

12 

14 

11 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Orchitis 

2 

5 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Pleuritis 

- 

8 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Bronchitis    - 

3 

12 

15 

12 

1 

2 

5,695,  J.  1).,  ©t  36, 
died  March  27. 

1,961,  J.  D.,  et  23, 
died  April  24. 

Necrosis 

- 

1 

I 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

VarioU 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

^ 

Erysipelas    • 

- 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Herpes 

- 

8 

8 

8 

- 

- 

- 

"" 

Acne   -        -        - 

- 

6 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Psoriasis 

- 

4 

4 

4 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Impetigo 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Haemoptysis 

^ 

4 

4 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Hsemorrhois 

- 

5 

5 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Catarrh 

10 

58 

68 

64 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1,894,  J.  F.,  «t.  19, 
died  June  1. 

Dysenteria  - 

- 

3 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dyspepsia    - 

- 

10 

10 

9 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Morbus  Cordis 

— 

3 

3 

2 

~ 

— 

"■ 

1 

6,266,  W.M.,«t  39, 
died  April  29. 

Colic   - 

- 

14 

14 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mania 

1 

1 

" 

1 

2,110,M.  J.,et38, 
sent  to  Bethlehem 
Asylum  Oct.  8. 

Phthisis 

- 

4 

4 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Tabes 

- 

6 

6 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Anasarca     - 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Varicocele    - 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Scrofula 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Second.  Symptoms 

2 

2 

4 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Amaurosis    - 

- 

I 

1 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Obstipatio    - 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysuria 

1 

5 

6 

3 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Hydarthrus  - 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hernia 

~ 

3 

3 

2 

" 

"" 

1 

" 

1,938,  C.  S.,  »t  27, 
died  Feb.  16. 

Luxatio 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

Vulnus 

8 

94 

102 

95 

3 

3 

1 

),667,  J.  H.,  »t  24, 
died  Jan.  9,  from 
erysipelas. 

Ulcus  -        -        - 

— 

6 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fistula 

1 

2 

3 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Tumor 

- 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Diarrhoea     - 

3 

81 

34 

34 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total    - 

35 

438 

473 

435 

12 

19 

6 

1 
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Disposal  of  Prisoners  in  the  Hulks  from  Ist  January  to  21st  October         Medical 

1856.  ^^l 


Kame 

of 
Hulk. 


"Warrior" 
**  Defence" 

Total     - 


b.2 


429 
489 

918 


ill 


I  §5 


129  I    558 
111       600 


240 


1,158 


if 


■s 

•2 


66 

74 

140 


I 


115 
171 

286 


t 


-3 1" 


dgs^s 


348 
317 

665 
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BRIXTON  PRISON. 


REPORT, 

For  the  Year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  the  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Brixton  Prison,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  5  Geo.  4.  cap.  84.  and  13  &  14  Vict.  cap.  39. ;— speci- 
fying the  State  of  the  Buildings,  the  Behaviour  and 
Conduct  of  the  Officers  of  the  Prison,  and  of  the  Convicts, 
the  Amount  of  the  Earnings  of  the  Convicts,  and  the 
Expense  of  the  Prison  ;  and  such  other  Matters  relating 
to  the  Discipline  and  Management  thereof  as  thej  shall 
deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary  of  State  shall  direct. 


Presented  to  both  Hou$e»  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Mujeilp. 


To  THE  Bight  Honoubablb  Sib  GEORGE  GREY  G.C.B. 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Hume  DepaHment. 

^^^'       \n    u  *u     1.  45.  Pffr/MM»en#  5fo«e<;  1857. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  Report 
upon  the  Prison  for  Female  Convicts  at  Brixton. 

Buildings. 
The  buildings  are  in  good  repair.  Buiidin«», 

No  additions  have  been  made  to  the  buildings  during  the 
past  year,  ° 

Officers'  Conduct 

The  superior  officers  have  shown  the  same  devotion  to  offloer.- 
their  duties  that  we  have  had  to  report  in  former  years.  '^"**"*^ 

The  conduct  of  the  subordinate  officers  has  been,  with  one 
exception  only,  which  is  mentioned  in  the  Superintendent's 
report,  remarkably  satisfactory. 

Conduct  of  Prisoners. 
During  the  year, 588 prisoners  have  never  been  reported  £ot  conductor 
any  misconduct;  146  have  committed  offences  so  slight  ^s'"^'''^ 
to  have  been  only  admonished;  280  have  been  punished 
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In  1855,  we  had  to  notice  the  satisfactory  conduct  of  the 
majority  of  the  prisoners  ;  now  we  are  gratified  in  recording 
an  improvement  even  upon  the  last  year. 


Year. 

'No.  of 

Prisoners  not 

Beported. 

No.  of 
Prisoners 

not 
Punished. 

No.ff 
Prisoners 
only  once 
Punished. 

Total  No. 
of 

No.  of 
Prisoners. 

1855 
1856 

343 
588 

494 
734 

113 
ISO 

1,105 
7S6 

715 
1,014 

Number  and 
digyotal  of 
pffuoiiers* 


It  will  be  observed  in  the  above  Table  that,  during  the 
year  1855,  there  were  1,105  punishments  with  a  prison  popu- 
lation of  715,  whereas,  in  1856,  there  were  only  726  punsh- 
ments  with  1,014  prisoners. 

Female  convicts  who  misconduct  themselves  beyond  a 
certain  point  are  sent  back  to  Millbank  Prison  to  recommence 
the  first  stage  of  punishment,  or  are  degraded  still  further  by 
being  placed  in  the  penal  class  there,  as  stated  in  our  report 
on  that  prison,  by  which  the  Brixton  establishment  is 
relieved  of  its  worst  prisoners. 

In  last  year's  report,  pages  272  to  274,  we  entered  fully 
into  the  peculiarities  attending  the  management  of  female 
convicts,  especially  showing  the  difficulties  in  dealing  with 
the  worst  description.  It  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  ta 
say  more  now  than  that  another  year's  experience  has  con* 
fiitned  us  in  the  opinions  we  then  expressed. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  Prisoners. 

Statement  of  the  Removal  of  Convicts  to  and  from  Bbixtok 
Female  Conyict  Pbison,  between  the  1st  January  1856  and  Slst 
December  1856. 


On  the  1st  January  1856  : 

The  Number  of  Ckmvicts  in  Brixton  ^  g^ 
Prison S 

Beceiyed   during  die  Year   from\„.^ 
Millbank  Priion       -       -       -/^''' 

Ditto  from  Lunatic  Asylums        -         2 

Ditto  from  Bow  Street  Police  Ckmrt      1 6 

Total        .       -       -    1,014 


D:fpoced*of  during  tbe^Year,  by- 
Transfer  to  Millbank  Prison       -        -    S» 
Ditto  to  Fulbam         -        -        -        -  187 
Ditto  to  Lunatic  Asylums  -        -        -      2 

Pardons,  Free 17 

Ditto,  Conditional  .  •  .  .  i 
Ditto,  on  Medical  Grounds-  -  -  1^ 
Lioenoe    ^        -        .        -        •        .  iS5 

Deaths .10 

Number  remaining  Slst  December  !■««,. 
1866 ]   ^^^ 

ToUl  -        .        -1/)14 
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Expenses  of  the  Prison  and  Employment  of  Prisoners. 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  year  ending  March  3l,expeiS«i. 
1857,  exclusive  of  buildings,  amounted  to  16,084/.  18^.  6rf. 
see  Appendix,  page  335,  which  was  reduced  by  receipts  for 
the  work  done  oy  the  prisoners  to  15,379/-  14^.  8rf. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the   employment  of  thej^pj^y- 
prisoners  since  our  last  report.     The  various  articles  made 
are  enumerated  in  the  Appendix,  page  334. 

Health  and  Mental  Condition  of  the  Prisoners. 

Mr.  Rendle  has  reported  fully  on  the  sanitary  condition  hStSf**' 
of  the  prison,  see  Appendix,  page  340,  and  furnished  the 
usual  statistical  tables.  The  whole  forms  a  valuable  docu- 
ment, which  is  well  worthy  of  consideration  in  its  entirety, 
and  therefore  we  abstain  from  giving  extracts  that  might 
possibly  weaken  its  usefulness,  with  the  exception  of  the 
following  remarks  however,  page  342,  which  we  desire  ta 
place  prominently  forward,  as  they  may  prove  useful  to 
those  who  may  have  the  management  of  females  under  long 
sentences  of  confinement  in  other  prisons: — 

"  A  system  of  prison  discipline  which  answers  well  with  the  male 
prisoners  would,  at  fir^t  sights  seem  equally  applicable  to  the  women ; 
but  such  is  not  the  case.  The  experience  of  the  last  year  agrees  with 
that  of  former  years,  in  testifying  to  the  greater  imtability,  and  to 
the  marked  way  in  which  these  prisoners  act  from  feeling  and  from 
impulse,  and  that  to  an  extent  altogether  unknown  with  men. 
Prison  offences  are  as  numerous  among  women  as  among  men,  and 
equally  deserve  punishment ;  but  of  the  inability  of  women  to  bear 
frequent  or  long  punishment  by  deprivation  o(  food,  I  think  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt ;  indeed,  this  fact  has  been  so  clearly  proved  in 
this  prison,  that  a  punishment  greater  than  that  of  three  days  on  bread 
and  water  diet  is  rarely  given,  and  never  repeated. 

"  I  believe,  also,  that  the  punishment  of  bread  and  water  is  thought 
much  less  of  by  the  women  than  by  the  men ;  and,  therefore,  when 
inflicted  is  less  Ukely  to  accomplish  the  object  which  it  is  intended  to 

Cduce ;  and  in  all  cases,  where  often  repeated,  it  is  more  likely  to 
den  than  to  produce  reformation  of  conduct. 

"  The  fear  of  bread  and  water  diet  will  not  prevent  a  troublesome 
prisoner  irom  continuing  a  career  which  must  end  in  placing  her 
among  the  incorrigibles.  And  as  to  the  case  of  the  incorrigibles, 
there  is  a  period  beyond  which  it  is  unsafe  (as  well  as  useless)  to 
punish ;  for  if  punishment  be  continued,  some  of  these  unfortunate 
creatures  would  either  break  down  in  health,  an«l  require  to  be 
released  in  consequence,  or  become  affect3d  ^ith  diseases  of  which 
they  would  die  in  prison/' 

x2 
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'^••""^  Table  No.  2  in  the  Appendix  gives  the  particulars  of  1 0 

deaths  i^vhich  occurred  during  the  year ;  5  of  these  female 
convicts  were  in  good  health  when  admitted. 

SJlJJ^j,^  Table  No.  3  shows  the  particulars  of  1 6  female  convicts 
g;J^  released  on  medical  grounas  ;  and  Table  No.  4,  the  particu- 
JJg^SJ*  lars  of  3  insane  prisoners. 

i^^teto  JiJq  case  of  suicide  occurred,  but  two  attempts,  one  of 
ohlSSSii^i  'which  was  only  feigned,  to  commit  self-destruction  were 
report.       made. 

Religious  and  General  Instruction. 

The  report  of  the  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Moran,  is  in 
the  Appendix,  page  336,  and  we  recommend  it  for  consi- 
deration. 

The  Lady  Visitors  continue  to  visit  the  female  convicts  as 
in  former  years. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  R.E., 

Chairman. 
D.  O'Brien, 

Visiting  Director. 
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APPENDIX^ 


I. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OP 
BRIXTON  PRISON. 


Gentlemen,  Brixton  Prison,  January  6,  1857. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  my  Report  for  the  year  1856.   JJ?5JjjT 
Conduct  of  Officers. — I  have  extreme  sati^ction  in  reporting  on    Beport.* 
this  subject,  and  can  do  so  with  great  confidence,  many  of  the  officers      """ 
having  been  with  me  from  the  time  the  prison  was  first  opened,  and 
having  confirmed  the  favourable  report  it  has  been  alike  my  privilege 
and  my  duty  to  submit  to  you  concerning  them  from  time  totime. 

In  fulfilling  their  own  duties  faithfully,  they  have  exercised  a 
happy  influence  on  new  comers,  who  have  naturally  imbibed  their 
spirit  of  earnestness  in  their  work ;  they  have,  indeed,  all  done  their 
utmost  to  maintain  the  discipline  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rules 
laid  down,  and  in  so  doing,  have  earned  the  reward  of  seeing  their 
work  prosper,  and  reaped  the  unfailing  fruit  of  fidelity  to  trust- — the 
respect  of  those  around  them ;  whilst  their  heavy  duties  are  much 
lightened  by  the  improved  order  and  industry  of  the  prisoners,  and 
by  their  being  much  more  under  control.  One  assistant  matron, 
however,  I  am  grieved  to  say,  whose  frivolity  when  oflP  duty  often 
led  me  to  remonstrate  with  her  on  the  subject  of  her  dress  and 
manner,  persisted  in  her  course,  until  it  ended  in  conduct  which  led 
to  her  dismissal.  The  preceding  manifestly  refers  to  the  female 
department  alone ;  I  think  it  therefore  but  just  to  add,  from  an 
experience  now  of  some  standing,  that  as  regards  the  subordinate 
male  officers,  without  an  exception,  men  more  exact  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  more  prompt  in  obeying  orders,  or  more  truly  respect- 
able in  their  conduct,  could  hardly  be  found. 

.  I  b^  to  say  also,  that  although  Miss  Brown,  the  deputy  superin- 
tendent, has  been  but  a  little  more  than  three  months  with  me,  I  am 
able  to  speak  confidently  of  her  vigilance,  firmness,  and  patience, 
proceeding  from  a  Christian  spirit  and  an  amiable  disposition. 

Treatment  of  tlie  Prisoners. — This  subject  has  been  anxiously  and 
carefully  studied  with  a  view  to  maintain  strict  discipline,  and  to 
give  full  effect  to  "  the  second  stage  of  discipline  "  carried  on  in  this 
prison,  and  which,  I  think,  has  already  met  with  some  success,  inas- 
much as  there  lias  been,  since  its  adoption,  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  conduct  of  the  prisoners.  The  endeavour  has  been  to  do  justice 
to  all ;  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  whose  evident  effort  is  to  walk 
for  the  future  in  the  right  path,  and  inflexibly  to  punish  those  who 
persist  in  a  contrary  course ;  in  fact,  to  carry  out  the  rules  laid  down 
for  our  guidance  in  this  respect ;  but  we  have  peculiar  difficulties  to 
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encounter  in  the  mental  and  physical  condition  of  many  who  have 
been  tranererred  here  solely  upon  medical  recommendation,  without 
being  entitled  to  "  the  second  stage,"  also  from  the  long  imprison- 
ment and  consequent  state  of  anxiety  so  many  well-conducted  pri- 
soners have  felt  about  their  time ;  and  which  may,  perhaps,  be  under- 
stood by  the  following  anecdote : — S.  W.  came  to  me  in  great  anxiety 
about  die  state  of  her  feelings,  entreating  me  to  give  her  some 
"  stirring  work,"  which  should  prevent  her  irom  brooding  over  her 
sentence ;  '*  for  nia^am,"  she  said,  ^'  I  am  so  afraid  of  getting  into 
*'  trouble,  I  don't  know  what  has  come  over  me ;  I  feel  so  different 
**  that  when  an  officer  speaks  civilly  to  me  I  can  hardly  speak  civilly 
"  back,  I  feel  so  worritted  in  my  mind;"  and  this  restless  state  of 
mind  has  been  one  of  our  greatest  difficulties  in  the  treatment  of  the 
prisoners,  for  they  still  cling  tenaciously  to  the  hope  with  which  they 
were  buoyed  up  that  cases  of  good  conduct  would  meet  with  special 
consideration ;  nor  am  I  willing  altogether  to  make  shipwreck  of 
such  hope,  but  earnestly  desire  that  good  conduct  should  be  en- 
couraged by  some  mitigation  of  sentence ;  for  although  I  rely  much 
on  the  evidence  I  have  had  of  their  respectful  and  patient  submission, 
I  much  fear  that  without  this  important  element  our  efforts  to  reclaim 
them  will  be  much  weakened,  and  that  the  physical  effect  upon  them 
will  be  no  less  serious. 

Conduct  of  the  Prisoner 8.  — I  have  said  that  there  has  been  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners,  and  I  think  facts  vrill 
l)ear  me  out  in  the  assertion,  if  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is  no 
relief  to  the  monotony  of  the  life  of  a  female  prisoner,  who  can  never 
pass  outside  the  prison  walls,  as  do  the  male  prisoners  occupied  in 
public  works.  The  extra  exercise,  however,  now  granted  to  the  best 
conducted,  is  much  prized,  and  is  of  service  in  every  way.  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  our  number  of  reports  has  lessened  during  the  past  year. 

588  have  never  been  reported ;   146  have  been  merely  admonished 
for  very  slight  reports^  or  from  tmfeigned  sorrow  with  promises  of 
junendment,  which  have  been  fulfilled. 
280  have  been  punished. 

A  report  is  also  much  mere  dreaded  than  it  used  to  be ;  the  con- 
sequences involved  in  one  are  by  the  new  system  of  discipline  of  a 
far  more  serious  nature  to  the  offender,  and  are  precisely  what  they 
should  be,  superseding  admirably  those  long,  severe,  yet  hardening 
punishments,  which  seemed  to  be  previously  necessary.  I  wish  1 
could  say  that  this  even,  firm,  and  more  gentle  pressure,  was  per- 
fectly successfxd  in  its  restraining  influence ;  but  unfortunately  there 
are  still  to  be  found  those  who  *^  harden  their  necks,"  and  persist  in  a 
career  of  insubordination,  and  who  even  sacrifice  their  constitution  to 
the  frenzied  violence  of  their  tempers^  so  that  when  at  last  repentance 
is  superadded  the  weakened  frame  cannot,  in  some  instances,  endure 
the  conffiot.  The  last  words  of  such  an  one  to  me  were  (whose 
conduct  had  been  fearful  in  the  county  prison  from  which  she  came, 
and  her  punishment  frequent),  <^  Oh,  ma'am,  I  have  brought  this  all 
upon  myself^  Incorrigible  characters  are  now  degraded  to  the  first 
stage  of  discipline  and  returned  to  MiUbank^  which  has  a  deterring 
effect  on  many  others  ;  and  I  heartily  vrish  their  health  permitted 
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them  to  stay  there  until  they  have  quite  redeemed  their  chai^acters,   ^^j^l 
\\xt  this  is  not  the  case,  as  they  are  sometimes  returned  to  us  while    b«p«*. 
their  characters  are  still  '*  bad,"  to  the  great  disturbance  of  our  disci- 
pline :  14   have  been  sent  to  the  penal,  and  15  to  the  probation 
•classes  at  Millbank. 

State  and  Condition  of  the  Buildings. — The  necessary  additions 
liave  been  completed  with  advantage,  and  the  whole  of  the  buildings 
«re  now  in  good  order.  The  exercise  grounds  are  exceedingly  im- 
proved, and  look  very  neat  and  nice,  as  do  also  the  approach  to  the 
prison,  the  ground  around  it,  and  the  entrance  court. 

Use  and  Abuus.-^To  the  best  of  my  belief  no  abuses  have  existed 
-within  the  prison,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  have  all  been  im- 
plicitly observed. 

Escapes. — -I  am  thankful  in  being  able  again  to  record  that  we 
have  never  had  a  single  instance  of  an  attempt  to  escape. 

Employment  of  the  Prisoners. — There  has  been  no  variation  from 
Jast  year  in  this  respect ;  it  still  consists  of  baking  and  cooking,  of 
^vsshinff,  mending,  and  making  for  this  prison,  and  for  Pentonville 
4Uid  Millbank  prisons ;  also  in  private  work,  as  the  above  would 
not  furnish  sufficient  employment.  A  few,  especially  among  the 
invalids,  do  fine  work,  and  very  beautifully.  The  laundry  work 
is  executed  extremely  well,  ana  since  from  the  i^pointm^nt  of  a 
'workmistress  the  needlework  has  been  more  systematized,  it  has 
4>een  better  and,  more  carefully  performed.  They  continue  also  to 
make  bonnets  and  to  knit  stockings.  It  is  my  constant  eindeavour  to 
improve  to  the  utmost  my  daily  interviews  with  the  prisoners,  and 
to  inculcate  cleanliness  and  industry ;  and  I  consider  on  the  whole 
that  they  are  industrious,  and  very  desirous  to  be  employed,  although 
they  complain  sometimes  of  the  constant  sitting  which  needlework 
requires.  82  attend  school  daily ;  many  also  are  engaged  in  writing 
letters  at  the  authorized  periods  for  those  who  cannot  write  them- 
49elve& 

The  lady  scripture  reader  devotes  much  time  to  them^  She 
«eems  to  be  deeply  interested  in  her  duties,  and  to  be  extremely 
^acceptable  to  the  prisoners. 

I  must  beg  agam  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  important  service 
Tendered  to  the  prisoners  by  the  lady  visitors,  who  continue  un»- 
^eariedly  to  pursue  their  Christian  and  philanthropic  efforts  in  their 
lehalf. 

In  closing  this  Report,  I  trust  it  may  not  be  considered  out  of  place 
to  acknowledge  with  deep  gratitude  tiie  eoodness  of  God  throughout 
the  year  that  has  passed,  whose  power  has  restr^ned  the  wicked, 
whose  wisdom  has  guided  me  in  many  an  emergency,  and  to  whom  I 
look  for  **  grace  to  help  in  every  time  of  need.' 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 
Gentiemen, 
Your  very  obedient  humble  Servant, 
Emma  M.  Mabtiv, 
The  Chairman  and  Directors  Superintendent, 

of  Convict  Prisons. 
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SjgjJ.-    Annual  Statbmbnt  of  the  Rbxoval  of  Convicts  to  and  from  Brixton 
Aeport.  Feiialb  Ck>NyiCT  PRISON,  between  the  Ist  January  1856  and  3l8t 

^  December  185a 


On  the  Itt  January  1856  : 

The  Nnmber  of  ConTicts  in  Brixton  1    _, 
Priton   -  •  .  ./  ®^* 

Received  daring  the  Tear  froml    ^.. 
MiUbankPrim-  •  ./  ^^* 

Ditto  from  Lonatic  As  jlomt 

Ditto  fromBoir  Street  Police  Court 


Total 


2 
16 

1,0U 


Ditpoeed  of  daring  the  Tear,  by — 

Transfer  to  MUibaak  Prison       -       -  29 

Ditto  to  Falham         •        -        •        -  187 

Ditto  to  Lonatie  Asylnms           -        -  2 

Furdons^Free    .       .       •       .        .  17 

Ditto,  Conditional      .        .        .        •  1 

Ditto,  on  Medical  Grounds         .•       -  16 

Licence     ••••-•  ]S6 

Deaths 10 

Namber  remaining  91st  December  1  .g. 
1856          •        •        •        •        -  J 

Total-        .        -        -1,014 


Return  of  Prisoners  Reported  at  Brixton  Prison  for  the  Year  1856. 


FriKmen 

No.  of 

Now  of 

Pruonert 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Bcpoited. 

Friwoen. 

Beportf. 

Beported. 

Frueoert. 

UeporU. 

Once 

167 

167 

14  times 

1 

14 

Twice 

80 

160 

15    „ 

1 

15 

Thrice 

41 

123 

16    „ 

1 

16 

4  times 

87 

148 

17    „ 

2 

34 

«    » 

28 

llfi 

18    „ 

1 

18 

6    « 

18 

108 

19    „ 

1 

19 

7    H 

13 

91 

31    „ 

1 

31 

8    „ 

16 

128 

9    ,» 

6 

54 

426 

1,428 

10    „ 

7 

70 

Not  reported  588 

11     » 

5 

55 

. 

12  „ 

13  „ 

3 
2 

36 
26 

Sil.„}w'* 

Return  of  Prisoners  Punished  at  Brixton  Prison  for  the  Tear  1856. 


Prisoners 
Panished. 


Once 
Twice. 
Thrice 
4  times 
5 


n 


No.  of 
Prisoners. 


130 
44 
39 
20 
14 
17 
5 
6 


No.  of       I    Prisoners 
Panichments.      Punished. 


130 
88 

117 
80 
70 

102 
35 
48 


9  times 

10  „ 

11  „ 
13  „ 


No.  of 
Prisoners. 


280 
Not  panished  734 

Total 
Prisoners 


}  1,014 


Naof 
Punishments. 


9 
10 
11 

726 
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Superin* 
tendenft 
Report. 


Statement  of  Work  performed  in  Brixton  Prison  between  the 
Ist  January  and  dlst  December  1856. 


Articles. 
Cotton  Shirts 
Flaiinel  Shirts     - 

„    Vests 

„    Drawers  - 

„    Shifts      - 

„   Petticoats 

„   Bands     - 

„  Bandages 
Serge  Jackets     - 
^     Skirls 
„     Shawls 
Handkerchiefk     - 
Keckerchieft 

Stays       -  -  - 

Hose 
Children's  Frocks 

„       Pinafores 
Hammock  Girths 
DajCi^M 
Night  do.  - 
Aprons        -        - 
Cotton  Shifts 
PettieoaU 
Coloured  Dresses 
Tabte  Cloths 
Window  Blinds  - 
Hassocks 

Sheets     -  -  « 

Towels   -  -  . 

Hospital  Flannel  Gowns  - 
Officers'  Cloaks 
,,      Bed  CortaiPS 


Washing  Frocks 

PillowCases 

Inmates'  Curtains 

Packing  Bags     - 

Harmooium  Corer 

Bonnets 

Officers'  Bed  Furniture  (set) 
»,      Unifbrm  Dresses 
„  „       ManUes 

H  „       repaired 


No. 

12,274 

9,597 

226 

9.988 

928 

667 

540 

2 

1,096 

616 

669 

4,589 

3,682 

1,179 

380 

20 

33 

560 

1,114 

945 

1,244 

792 

347 

482 

29 

16 

11 

1,141 

235 

12 

IS 

7 

1,611 

229 

92 

96 

77 

1 

136 

1 

57 

13 

13 


PiiivATB  Work. 


Articles. 
Shirts      - 
Crochet  Work     - 
Knitting 
Dresses   - 
l>awers 
Petticoats 
Night  Gowns 
Mantles 

Children*s  Frocks 
Bodices  - 
Chemises 
Night  Caps 
Hose 

Embroiderj 
Flannel  Vests      - 
Blouses 
Collars    - 
Pinafores 
Handkerchiefk     - 
Night  Shirts 
Hahit    du. 
Aprons    • 
Mantles  - 
Jackets   - 
Towels    - 
Waistcoats 
Trousers 
Pillow  Cases 
ShirU  (Children's) 
Repairs  - 


No. 

12,544 

159 

23 

97 

80 

102 

87 

10 

80 

46 

86 

32 

56 

20 

4 

130 

33 

14 

98 

24 

10 

6 

6 

22 

15 

15 

6 

4 

12 

75 


Washiho. 


MOlhank- 

PentouTille 

Brixton 

Prirate  (single  articles)  - 

Repairing  Establishment  linen. 

Ditto  ditto         Clothing. 

Ditto  ditto         Bedding. 

Cooking,  Baking,  Cleaning,  &c,  fbr 
blishment 


Scores. 
15,479-16 

7,768-14 
17,759- 
30,822 
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Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  Brixton  Prison,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1867. 

Sakries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks     •          •  • 
Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants  •        •  • 
Salaries  and  wages  of  manufactaring  or  labour  depart- 
ment       -                -                -            -            .  - 
Bations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 
Uniforms  for  officers  atid  servants            .             -  - 
Yictualling  prisoners            -            -               •  • 
Olothing,  &C.  for  prisoners            -            -            -  • 
Bedding  for  prisoners            ... 
Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &c.         -              -  - 
Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick) 
Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 

liberation  -  -  - 

Gratuities  to  convicts        -  .  .        •  - 

Furniture  and  fittings    •  •  •  • 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c,         -  -  - 

Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes        •  •  . 

Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs 

Soap,  scouring  and  cleaning  articles        -  -  - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops  •  .  • 

Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c  -  •  - 

Yarious  snudl  disbursements        *  •  .  . 

Bent|  rates,  and  taxes  -         - 


£    *. 

d. 

1,902  11 

8 

1,832  14 

10 

561  9 

7 

612  14 

7 

100  10 

5 

5,234  10 

2 

1,363  2 

2 

201  10 

4 

136  18 

7 

391  17 

5 

363  18 

2 

418  6 

0 

307  3 

9 

67  8 

5 

1,853  16 

3 

598  19 

5 

473  16 

10 

11  13 

4 

34  18 

0 

553  13 

10 

162  4 

2 

Total        -  '      '£  16,683  17  11 

Deduct — Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of 

productive  labour  .  -  -  .  705    3  10 


Net  expenditure  -    ^^16,978  14    1 
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11. 
CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


Brixton  Female  Convict  Prison,  Surrey, 
Gentlemen^  Dec.  31, 1856. 

Chapiain't  ALTHOUGH  I  have  been  for  some  weeks  (on  account  of  serious 

^^2^  illness)  unable  to  carry  on  my  work  in  the  prison,  and  I  have  not 
sufficiently  recovered  to  resume  it,  yet  I  feel  I  ought  to  make  on 
effort  to  lay  before  you  the  annual  Report,  which  I  am  required  to 
prepare  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

I  beg,  in  the  first  place,  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  granting 
me  leave  of  absence,  and  in  procuring  for  me  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  means  of  providing  a  substitute.  This  has  been  a  great 
relief  to  my  mind,  especially  as  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Graham  has  so  effi- 
ciently and  so  faithFuUy  supplied  my  "  lack  of  service." 

It  is  a  delicate  and  difficult  matter  at  all  times  to  form  an  opinion 
respecting  the  relio^ious  and  moral  condition  of  any  one,  and  the  diffi- 
culty b  increased  when  that  opinion  is  to  be  given  respecting 
prisoners. 

Considering  the  previous  condition  of  female  convicts,  their  ex- 
treme ignorance,  and  their  present  position,  separate  from  all  their 
former  scenes  of  temptation,  and  placed  as  they  are  under  discipline 
and  constant  instruction,  it  would  be  rash  to  speak  positively,  or  to 
decide  hastily,  respecting  "  their  religious  and  moral  condition." 

Nevertheless,  1  trust  I  may  venture  to  say  that  there  is  much  to 
encourage  the  hope  that  the  "  religious  and  moral  condition'*  of  the 
inmates  of  this  prison  is  vastly  improved,  and  that  satisfactory  results 
have  followed  from  the  benevolent  and  Christian  efibrts  devised  for 
their  correction  and  reformation. 

The  readiness  to  receive  instruction,  which  I  noticed  in  my  last 
report,  is  still  manifested  by  the  prisoners. 

The  number  of  punishments,  without  any  relaxation  of  discipline, 
has  greatly  diminished ;  not  a  few  who  appeared  very  hopeless  have 
greatly  improved,  and  considerable  numbers  have  continued  indus- 
trious and  orderly  in  their  conducts 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  most  of  those  who  were  reported  last  year 
as  incorrigible  still  continue  to  set  at  nought  instruction  and  counsel, 
yet  even  among  such  there  are  a  few  bright  exceptions.* 

Increased  experience  strengthens  the  opinion  before  expressed, 
.  that  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  female  convicts  is  indeed  great ; 

*  One  prisoner  who  \>-a»  si'nt  to  Millbank  as  incorrigible,  and  was  reieasde  on  medical 
grounds  (to  save  lier  life),  has  written  to  me  in  a  very  subdued  and  hopeful  sta'C  of  mind 
since  tier  release. 
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and  that  physical,  moral,  and  intellectual  obstacles  of  no  ordinary  ^^SpISt^ 
kind  stana  in  the  way.  — 

Nor  can  I  forbear  repeating,  what  I  have  stated  on  former  occasions^ 
Xhixi  punishment  is  entirely  unavailing  \  it  can  seldom  restrain,  and  never 
reform.  Very  strict  discipline,  without  sympathy,may,  as  with  an  iron 
hand,  produce  a  kind  of  submission,  or  secure  a  hypocritical  obe- 
dience, but  can  do  nothing  to  form  the  character  or  effect  any  per- 
manent improvement.  Discipline  must  be  enforced,  yet  it  must  be 
combined  with  Scriptural  instruction ;  and  those  who  are  required  to 
exercise  it,  ought  to  unite  faithfulness  with  firmness,  and  exhibit 
patience  and  sympathy  in  a  remarkable  degree. 

In  dealing  with  prisoners  there  is  nothing  more  influential  than 
Christian  sympathy.  We  need  to  remember  **  those  in  bonds  as 
bound  with  them,"  and  "  to  weep  with  those  that  weep.** 

1  trust  that  the  cells,  which  I  believe  are  to  be  erected  for  refrac- 
tory prisonere,  may  be  speedily  finished;  as  it  is  most  important  that 
such  women  should  be  separated  from  others,  and  so  situated  that  they 
cannot  excite  or  disturb  the  prisoners  by  their  noise. 

I  shall  be  truly  glad  if  the  associated  rooms  can  be  abandoned 
altogether.  The  removal  of  the  school  from  the  chapel  to  rooms 
m  the  old  prison  has  been  attended  with  great  advantage;  and 
although  the  progress  in  school  has  not  been  great,  yet  considering 
the  extreme  ignorance  of  the  prisoners  on  reception^  their  previous 
habits y^  and  the  impossibility  of  classifying  t/iem  in  school  according 
to  their  attainments^  I  believe  that  many  have  improved  considerably 
in  their  education. 

Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  difficulties  have  arisen  in  this,  as 
well  as  in  other  respects,  from  circumstances  over  which  there  could 
be  little  or  no  control.  The  rules  require  that  eight  months  at  least 
should  be  passed  in  MiUbank  Prison,  in  separation,  before  pri8onei*s 
are  removed  to  Brixton ;  but  owing  to  the  want  of  accommodation, 
prisoners  have  been  sent  here  who  had  not  remained  there  the 
specified  time. 

Thus  an  important  time  for  reflection  and  instruction  has  been 
lost 

For  the  same  reason  the  changes  in  this  prison  from  one  part  of 
the  building  to  another  have  been  much  more  rapid  than  was  con- 
templated,  and  have  acted  unfavourably. 

The  opening  of  the  Fulham  Refuge,  by  giving  more  accommoda- 
tion, will  in  this  as  in  many  other  respects  prove  a  great  advantage. 

It  is  needless  to  trouble  you  again  by  enumerating  the  various 
plans  adopted  for  instructing  the  prisoners,  as  they  have  been 
specified  in  former  reports.  The  two  services  in  chapel,  including  a 
lecture  either  morning  or  evening,  have  been  celebrated  daily.  The 
classes  for  volunteers  have  been  well  attended.  Some  of  them  have 
been  suspended  on  account  of  my  illness,  but  I  trust  ere  long  they 
will  be  resumed  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  and  in  the  week 


•  Of  those  prisoners  received  during  the  year,  between  70  and  80  ran  away  from  home. 
The  neglect  of  public  worship  is  almost  universal  among  prisoners ;  and  Sabbath  breaking* 
drunkenness,  and  bad  company  haYe  bren  the  fruitful  sources  of  crime. 
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P^g^»       The  Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester  kindly  visited  the  prison  again^ 
—      and  on  the  16th  of  May  administered  the  rite  of  Confirmation  to  one 
officer  and  133  prisoners,  who  had  been  under  catechetical  instruction 
for  many  weeks  previously. 

The  Lord's  Supper  has  been  celebrated  four  times  during  the  year. 
In  December  the  numbers  were  less  than  usual,  owing  to  the  removal 
of  so  many  of  the  communicants  to  the  Fulham  Refuge. 

In  March  there  were    -        -        -  J  75  communicants. 
In  May  „  .        -        -  216  „ 

In  October      „  -        -        -  167  ^ 

In  December   „  -        -         -    90  „ 

Total        -         -        -  648  „ 

So  much  has  been  written  by  those  who  have  considerable  influ- 
ence in  leading  the  popular  mind  respecting  the  hypocrisy  of  prisoners^ 
the  want  of  common  sense  in  prison  chapliuns,  and  their  influence  in 

frocuring  tickets-of-leave  for  the  convicts,  that  I  may  be  permitted, 
trust,  to  make  one  or  two  remarks  on  the  subject. 

For  my  own  part,  I  always  commence  my  courses  of  instruction 
by  assuring  the  prisoners  that  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  standing 
in  the  prison ;  and  I  take  pains  to  impress  upon  their  minds  that  a 
profession  of  religion  will  have  no  influence  m  shortening  their  time 
m  prison,  and  that  it  does  not  lead  to  temporal  advantages  here,  but 
that  it  is  a  matter  between  Gk>d  and  their  own  souls.  I  did  entertain 
hopes  that  the  speech  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  last  session  of 
Parliament,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  pointing  out  the  absurdity  of 
supposing  that  a  profession  of  religion  had  any  connexion  with  a 
prisoner  receiving  a  ticket-of-leave,  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
dispel  the  delusion. 

It  appears  to  me  that  very  needless  alarm  has  been  excited  in  the 
public  mind  in  reference  to  the  ticket-of-leave  system.  I  believe 
that  the  results  of  the  system  are  far  more  satisfactory  than  even  its 
friends  anticipated. 

The  number  of  prisoners  released  from  this  prison  is  344  up  to 
Dea  31,  18/56. 

Only  18  have  had  their  licences  revoked,  and  three  have  been 
reconvicted.  The  per-oentage  upon  the  whole  is  very  small,  and  the 
ofiences  for  which  they  have  been  sent  back  very  trifling.  Women 
will  have  to  serve  three  or  four  or  more  years'  imprisonment  here  for 
offences  for  which  they  would  not  have  to  undergo  as  many  months 
if  they  had  been  discharged  without  a  ticket-of-leave.  The  security 
to  the  public  is  much  greater  when  a  prisoner  is  released  with  a 
licence  which  may  be  revoked  for  a  trifling  fault,  or  if  that  prisoner 
is  even  suspected  of  relapsing  into  crime.*     The  release  must  come 

*  It  may  be  veil  to  give  the  foUowlog  particulars  : — 

No.  of  women  convicted  before,  including  IS  whose  licences  have  been  1  ,  ^.^ « 

revoked /*»"^* 

Convicted  summarily  -  -  -  -         31 

Not  kuown  to  have  been  couTicted  before     *  •      .      -       128 

Total  received  into  the  prison      -  •    1,165 
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at  some  time.     Transportation  is  apparently  impossible,  and  it  has  ^^iJ^SSf* 
lost  its  terrors  to  the  most  daring  criminals,  who,  in  fact,  long  to  be      — 
sent  out  of  the  country  free  of  expense. 

I  have  received  numerous  letters  from  those  who  have  been 
released  from  this  prison,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe,  many 
are  conducting  themselves  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  And  con- 
sidering the  difficulties  which  a  convict,  and  especially  a  female 
convict^  has  to  contend  with,  when  released  from  prison,  considering 
the  miserable  homes  they  return  to,  and  the  companions  with  whom 
they  must  of  necessity  associate,  I  think  there  is  great  cause  for 
thankfulness  that  so  few  have  had  their  licences  revoked  Nor  can 
I  help  expressing  my  great  regret,  that  those  who  have  been  sentence-.-, 
to  penal  servitude  have  so  little  prospect  of  having  a  portion  of  their 
time  remitted. 

I  believe  it  would  be  a  greater  security  to  the  public  to  release 
the  convicts,  with  a  ticket-of-leave,  a  little  before  the  expiration 
of  their  sentences ;  and  by  this  means  the  industrious  and  orderly 
conduct  of  the  prisoners  would  be  promoted. 

The  effect  of  the  discipline  is,  I  trust,  favorable  upon  the  whole 
body  of  the  prisoners. 

The  lady  visitors  have  been  most  kind,  and  have  taken  great  in- 
terest in  the  prisoners. 

Miss  Lownds,  the  lady  Scripture-reader,  has  been  most  diligent 
and  judicious  in  her  important  duties,  and  her  labours  have  been 
highly  valued  and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  very  many.  The 
schoolmistresses  have  been  constant  in  their  duties.  The  books  in 
use  in  the  school  are  the  same  as  have  been  before  ^cified. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  addition  to  the  library,  and 
Miss  Smith  has  very  diligently  and  judiciously  regulated  the  distri- 
bution of  the  books. 

To  the  infirmary  I  have  always  looked  with  great  satisfaction. 
The  admirable  arrangements  and  the  christian  influence  have,  I 
trust,  not  been  in  vain. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  must  venture  to  repeat,  what  I  have 
before  expressed,  that  the  only  remedy  which  can  produce  any  real 
and  permanent  result,  is  that  which  Gt>d  has  in  mercy  revealed,  even 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  though  weak  in  the  estimation  of  man^ 
is  mighty,  through  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  pulling  down  the  strong- 
holds of  sin  and  Satan,  and  is  equally  needed  and  equally  efficacious 
for  band  said  free.     I  believe  its  influence  has  been  felt  here. 

I  feel  thankful  for  the  kind  assistance  which  I  continue  to  receive 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  from  all  the  officers  of  the  prison  ;  and 
I  gratefrilly  acknowledge  the  countenance  and  support  which  you 
have  always  most  kindly  given  me,  in  all  matters  connected  with  my 
department  in  this  establishment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Henry  Moran,  Chaplain. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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III. 


KEPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Gentlemen,  Brixton  Prison,  January  10,  1857. 

In  my  annual  Report  for  the  last  year  I  purpose  mentioning 
first,  those  circumstances  connected  with  tlie  health  of  the  inmates  of 
the  prison  which  occurred  during  the  year ;  and  then,  adding  a  few 
remarks  on  the  state  of  health  of  those  prisoners  who,  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  were  undergoing  confinement  in  the  prison,  and  who  con- 
stitute the  two  following  classes,  viz.,  invalids,  and  prisoners  whose 
tickets  of  licence  have  been  revoked. 

The  number  of  prisoners  received  during  the  year  was  greater 
than  during  the  year  1855.  The  number  discharged  on  licence  and 
by  pardon  was  also  much  greater  than  during  any  previous  year. 
These  circumstances,  together  with  the  transfer  of  187  prisoners  to 
"the  Fulham  Refuge,"  have  occasioned  a  greater  change  in  the 
annual  prison  population  than  has  occurred  since  this  prison  was  first 
occupied  by  Government  convicts. 

The  number  received  during  the  year  was  393 ;  of  this  number^ 
367  were  in  good  health, 
21     „     invalids, 
2     „     weak-minded, 
2  from  Fisherton  House  Lunatic  Asylum,  recovered  from  in 

sanity, 
1  unfit  to  undergo  the  discipline  of  the  probation  class  in  Mill- 
bank,  in  consequence  of  having  been  insane  in  that  prison 
when  under  a  previous  sentence  of  transportation. 
The  number  of  women  discharged  during  the  vear  on  license  was 
185: 

*  167  of  whom  were  liberated  at  the  end  of  the  third  year  of 

imprisonment ; 
1 4  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  year ; 
2  at  the  expiration  of  four  years  and  ten  months. 
The  two  prisoners  received  from  Fisherton  House  Lunatic  Asylum 
were  also  liberated  on  licence.     The  period  of  imprisonment  sub* 
stituted  for  transportation  had  been  exceeded  in  each  case. 

Three  prisoners  only,  of  the  167  mentioned  before,  were  in  bad 
health  when  discharged ;  and  two  of  the  three  were  suffering  from 

*  Thirteen  of  this  number  were  imprisoned  a  few  months  over  the  three  years,  and 
two  of  the  number  a  few  months  less  than  three  years. 
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diseases  which  cannot  be  considered  as  produced  by  imprisonment.    Xedieia 
The  third  woman  was,  at  the  time  of  her  release,  a  patient  in  the    ^aJpSS 
infirmary   sufiering  from  general  debility,  and   I   fear  tubercular      "" 
disease  had  also  commenced  in  the  lungs. 

The  state  of  health,  of  the  16  who  were  liberated  on  licence  after 
longer  imprisonment,  was  on  discharge  as  follows: — 

8  in  ^ood  health  and  capable  of  performing  hard  work ; 
5  delicate,  but  capable  of  performing  light  work ; 
3  health  more  seriously  impaired,  two  of  whom  were  probably  in 
the  incipient  sta^e  of  consumption. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  statement  that  of  the  whole 
number  of  women  released  at  the  expiration  of  three  years'  imprison- 
ment, one  only  had  seriously  sufiereu  in  health  therefrom. 

But  in  order  to  show  the  exact  extent  of  injury  to  health  which 
has  occurred  among  those  prisoners  who,  during  the  year,  were 
liberated  on  licence  after  imprisonment  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
three  years,  it  is  necessary  to  add  seven  of  the  cases  released  on 
licence  on  medical  grounds,  all  of  whom  were  also  released  within 
the  period  of  three  years  from  the  date  of  conviction, 

I  will  also  further  state  that  the  benefit  to  the  health,  consequent 
on  liberation  from  the  confinement  of  the  prison,  will  probably  be 
such  as  permits  of  the  following  opinion  on  the  termination  of  these 
seven  cases  of  medical  pardons : — Two  will  perfectly  recover  ;  four 
will  so  far  recover,  that  life  will  be  prolonged  for  12  months  (in  two 
of  these  cases  even  greater  benefit  may  result) ;  and  one,  probably, 
died  within  six  months  after  her  discharge.  Consequently  the 
experience  of  the  last  year  gives  the  following  as  the  ultimate  result 
of  imprisonment  of  174  female  prisoners,  who,  during  the  year,  were 
liberated  from  all  causes,  and  all  of  whom,  when  liberated,  had  been 
in  prison  for  a  period  not  exceeding  three  years  and  a  few  months. 
Unimpaired  in  health'  -  -  -  168 
Seriously  impaired  in  health   -    -         -       5 

Died 1 

Or  -57  per  cent  died,  and  2 '8  7  per  cent,  were  impaired  in  health. 

In  the  above  calculations  I  have  only  included  those  prisoners  who 
were  healthy  on  reception.  In  the  Table  of  Medical  Fardons  there 
are  other  cases  that  have  been  liberated  within  three  years  from  con- 
viction, but  the  prisoners,  on  reception,  were  in  impaired  health ; 
those  I  have  purposely  omitted,  in  order  that  the  result  of  imprison- 
ment for  the  period  mentioned  might  be  seen  on  prisoners  previously 
healthy. 

On  the  cases  of  the  16  prisoners  who,  during  the  year,  were 
liberated,  after  being  4  years  and  upwards  in  prison,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  observations : — 

Prior  to  the  middle  of  the  last  year,  all  female  convicts  liberated 
on  licence,  were  those  who  had  been  sentenced  to  7  years'  trans- 
portation before  the  abolition  of  transportation  to  a  penal  colony. 
Consequently,  among  all  the  women  discharged  from  this  prison, 
none  had  been  imprisoned  longer  than  3  years.*    The  number  re- 

*  Two  priaoncn  were  released  in  1854-5,  after  imprisonment  for  three  years  and  a-hal£ 
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Medical  leascd  during  the  last  year,  after  undei^oing  long  imprisonment,  is  too 
Seport.  small  perhaps  to  justify  an  opinion,  founded  on  those  16  instances,  as 
to  the  extent  of  injury  to  health  which  is  likely  to  arise  from  im- 
prisonment of  females  for  long  periods.  But  as  these  cases  are  the 
first  that  have  occurred  since  the  present  mode  of  treating  female 
convicts  has  been  adopted,  I  have  thought  them  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  justify  me  in  directing  attention  to  the  result. 

The  whole  of  these  prisoners,  except  one,  were  in  good  health  when 
received ;  the  one  that  is  the  exception  was  never  a  strong  woman. 
During  the  greater  part  of  her  imprisonment  she  had  been  on  con- 
valescent diet,  and  on  leaving  the  prison  she  was  in  the  same  state  of 
health  as  when  received.  I  have  returned  her  as  one  of  the  5  capable 
of  performing  light  labour.  The  remaining  4  of  this  division  were 
suffering  from  temporary  debility;  and,  therefore,  though  on  dis- 
charge they  were  unable  to  perform  ordinary  labour,  yet  they  would 
all  probably  regain  their  strength  within  a  few  months. 

The  three  prisoners  who  were  more  seriously  impaired  in  health 
had  been  for  several  months  under  medical  treatment,  and  on  addi- 
tional diet. 

Therefore,  in  these  few  cases,  the  result  of  imprisonment  for  a 
period,  the  minimum  of  which  was  four  years,  and  the  maximum  four 
years  and  ten  months,  is  in  the  proportion  of  18*74  per  cent,  im- 
paired in  health. 

I  cannot  refnun  from  stating,  that  the  present  mode  of  treating 
female  convicts,  and  the  collecting  of  so  large  a  number  of  female 
prisoners  in  a  separate  prison  expressly  prepared  for  women,  are 
circumstances  altogether  new  in  this  country.  The  result  of  a  system 
of  management  which,  irrespective  of  age,  of  length  of  sentence,  and 
of  health,  admits  as  a  general  principle  of  but  one  mode  of  dealing 
with  all  the  female  convicts  of  the  country,  was  almost  unknown ; 
:md,  consequently,  experience  was  wanting,  as  to  what  really  would 
be  the  effect  of  lengthened  imprisonment  on  the  health  of  mind  and 
of  body  of  so  large  a  number  of  females  as  that  which  constitutes 
the  criminal  population  of  this  country.  Hence  also  arose  the  diffi- 
culty of  deciding  on  the  best  mode  of  managing  and  of  classifying 
the  best  conducted  prisoners ;  to  the  same  cause  may  be  attributed 
the  difficulty  in  managing,  without  injury  to  health,  those  whose  con- 
duct in  prison  is  troublesomey  and  also,  as  yet,  the  impossibility  of 
controlling  the  incorrigibles. 

A  system  of  prison  discipline  which  answers  well  with  the  male 
prisoners  would,  at  first  sight,  seem  equally  applicable  to  the  women  ; 
but  such  is  not  the  case.  The  experience  of  the  last  year  agrees  with 
that  of  former  years,  in  testifying  to  the  greater  irritability,  and  ta 
the  marked  way  in  which  these  prisoners  act  from  feeling  and  from 
impulse,  and  that  to  an  extent  altogether  unknown  with  men. 
Prison  offences  are  as  numerous  among  women  as  among  men,  and 
equally  deserve  punishment ;  but  of  the  inability  of  women  to  bear 
frecjuent  or  long;  punishment  by  deprivation  of  food,  I  think  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt;  indeed,  this  fact  has  been  so  clearly  proved  in 
this  prison,  that  a  punishment  greater  than  that  of  three  days  on  bread 
and  water  diet  is  rarely  f/iven,  and  never  repeated. 
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I  beKeve,  also,  that  the  punishment  of  bread  and  water  is  thought    ?j(^,gai 
much  less  of  by  the  women  than  by  the  men ;  and,  therefore,  when     b«i^? 
inflicted  is  less  likely  to  accomplish  the  object  which  it  is  intended  to       — 
produce ;  and  in  all  cases,  where  often  repeated,  it  is  more  likely  to 
harden  than  to  produce  rjeformation  of  conduct. 

The  fear  of  bread  and  water  diet  will  not  prevent  a  troublesome 
prisoner  from  continuing  a  career  which  must  end  in  placing  her 
among  the  incorrigibles.  And  as  to  the  case  of  the  incorrigiblesy 
there  is  a  period  beyond  which  it  is  unsafe  (as  well  as  useless)  to 
punish ;  for  if  punishment  be  continued,  some  of  these  unfortunate 
creatures  would  either  break  down  in  health,  and  require  to  be 
released  in  consequence,  or  become  affected  with  diseases  of  which 
they  would  die  in  prison. 

Simple  confinement  to  a  light  cell  for  three  weeks  or  a  month, 
without  loss  of  food,  has  recently  been  tried  as  a  mode  of  punishment, 
and,  in  the  few  instances  that  have  hitherto  occurred,  it  has  been 
felt  to  be  a  greater  punishment  than  bread  and  water  for  a  short 
period  in  the  dark.  And,  moreover,  punishment  without  loss  of  food 
has  the  additional  advantage  of  being  made  applicable  to  those  oP 
the  troublesome  prisoners  who  are  not  in  strong  health. 

I  feel  that  there  is  another  circumstance  connected  with  the  prison- 
life  of  women  to  which  I  ought  to  allude.  I  refer  to  the  attachments 
w^ich,  after  a  few  months,  are  frequently  formed  between  different 
prisoners.  I  believe  that  on  all  occasions  friendships  thus  formed 
should  invariably  be  broken,  and  the  prisoners  located  in  different 
wards. 

The  Table,  which  immediately  follows,  shows  the  different  ages  of 
all  the  prisoners  who  have  been  received  into  this  prison,  from  the 
time  that  the  prison  was  first  occupied  in  November  1853  ;  and  also 
the  different  ages  of  the  prisoners  who  were  in  the  prison  on  the 
31st  December  1856.  I  have  given,  in  the  first  division,  the  number 
admitted  under  the  age  of  1 5  years ;  I  have  then  divided  the  Table  by 
periods  of  five  years  up  to  the  age  of  40,  and  then  by  periods  of  ten 
years  up  to  the  age  of  60,  and  lastly  given  the  number  admitted  of 
the  age  of  60  years  and  upwards.  Of  the  total  number  received 
(1,165)  since  November  1853,  no  less  than  613  were  below  the  age 
of  25  years,  and  811  were  below  the  age  of  30  years. 
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I  contrast  with  the  numbers  on  this  Table,  the  ages  of  41  incor-    IFi|^ 
ligibles,  who  since  the  formation  of  the  penal  class  at  Millbank    Beportf 
Prison  have   been  removed  thither,  and  placed  in  the  penal  and      "^ 
probation  classes.     Two  only  of  those  women  had  reached  the  age 
of  28  years,  and  two  only  were  of  the  age  of  25 ;  and  the  average 
age  of  the  whole  number  was,  on  conviction,  18  years  and  eight 
numths,  and  at  the  time  of  removal  to  Millbank,  20  years  and  four 
months. 

It  appears  from  these  returns,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  those 
prisoners  removed  to  Millbank  are  between  the  ages  of  15  and  24 
years ;  and  that  from  among  the  prisoners  who  are  above  the  age  of 
30  years  there  are  no  incorrigibles.     But  though  there  seemed  to  be 
so  marked  a  difference  in  favour  of  the  older  prisoners,  yet  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  this  difference  is  more  ima^ary  than  reaL   Doubtless 
there  are  causes  which  influence  for  good  the  conduct  in  prison  of 
the  older  women,  such  as  the  ties  of  family,  and  the  desire  to  return 
to  their  homes  and  to  their  children ;  but  there  are  those  belonging 
to  this  class  who  certainly  do  sometimes  irritate  and  annoy  the 
young  women  with  whom  they  are  located;  an4  there  are  alsa 
others  of  this  class  who  are  too  cunning  to  incur  prison  reports,  but 
who  exert  a  secret  and  powerful  influence  over  the  younger  prisoners,, 
and  often  urge  them  to  commit  serious  breaches  of  discipline  and  to 
defy  authority.     Influence  over  the  young  women  the  old  prisoner^, 
have  undoubtedly,  and  this,  in  combination  with  the  fact  of  the 
majority  of  the  prisoners  being  always  below  the  age  of  25  years, 
leads  me  to  venture  a  suggestion  for  consideration,  whether  the 
present  system  of  management  would  be  rendered  more  efilcient  i£ 
the  female  prisoners  were  located  and  classified  according  to  age, 
instead  of  exclusively  by  the  number  of  the  badge ;  and  further,, 
would  the  number   of  troublesome  and  incorrigible  prisoners  be 
reduced  if  all  probation  and  third  class  prisoners,  who  were  below 
the  age  of  25  years,  were  placed  in  the  same  wards,  and  apart  from 
those  prisoners  who  were  above  the  age  just  mentioned. 

Before  proceeding  to  mention  the  infirmary  cases,  I  will  merely 
add,  that  1  have  made  no  previous  reference  to  those  prisoners  who, 
during  the  year,  were  released  by  free  pardon ;  they  were  all  cases 
of  commuted  sentence,  and  the  imprisonment  of  these  women  was 
too  short  to  impair  the  health. 

In  Table  No.  1,  are  given  the  principal  diseases  treated  in  the  infir- 
mary, and  also  the  principal  complaints  which  constitute  the  '^  new 
cases  **  of  the  "  complaining  sick  ^  treated  in  the  wards  of  the  prison^ 

Among  the  diseases  treated  in  the  infirmary  will  be  noticed  four 
cases  of  scurvy ;  the  disease  in  each  case  was  caused  by  the  prisoner 
refusing  her  potatoes.  The  period  during  which  this  part  of  the 
regular  prison  diet  had  been  refused,  was  from  four  to  six  months. 
All  the  cases  were  cured  by  a  liberal  allowance  of  fresh  lemon-juice 
daily. 

The  nmnber  of  cases  of  compbdning  sick,  as  in  all  previous  years^ 
appears  very  great,  but  the  complaints  were  mostly  trifling  in  cha« 
racter,  and  the  daily  average  number  of  applicants  for  the  year  was  , 
8*97  of  <^mw  oases  ^  and  26*39  of  the  '^  renewed  applications.'' 
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g^i        Tjibles  Nos.  2  and  3  contain  the  deaths  and  pardons  on  medical 
Beport.    grounds. 

Two  of  the  prisoners  who  died  had  been  recommended  for  piffdon 
on  accoimt  of  their  state  of  health.  Tickets-of-leave  were  granted, 
but  when  the  orders  for  release  arrived  at  the  prison  the  prisoners 
were  too  ill  to  be  sent  to  their  homes. 

The  cause  of  death  in  the  case  of  Register  No.  679  was  unusoaL: 
The  prisoner  had  been  one  of  those  very  troublesome  young  women : 
whose  conduct  in  prison  was  habitually  bad.     The  abw^ess  of  which 
she  died  had  formed  around  a  needle  which  had  been  swallowed,  and. 
which  in  its  passage  through  the  bowels  had  perforated  the  intestine 
situated  in  the  lower  part  and  right  side  of  the  abdomen  (the  ventri-* . 
form  appendix  of  the  cadcum),  and  from  the  intestine  it  had  passed 
towards  the  right  side  of  the  pelvis.    The  circumstance  of  her  having 
swallowed  the  needle  was  not  known  during  her  life,  though  she  ooa- 
fessed  to  having  swallowed  several  pieces  of  broken  glass  imm«-» 
diately  previous  to  her  illness. 

The  coroner's  jury  were  of  opinion  that  the  needle  was  accidentally 
swallowed,  and  the  verdict  was  in  accordance  with  this  opinion. 

The  deaths  for  the  year  have  been  1*71  per  cent,  on  the  daily 
average  number  of  prisoners. 

I  have  no  remarks  to  make  on  the  cases  of  pardon  on  medical 
grounds. 

No  case  of  suicide  has  occurred. 

Two  suicidal  attempts  have  been  made.  One  of  the  two  was 
so  evidently  feigned,  that  I  need  not  give  the  particulars  of  the 
attempt 

The  second  case  would  have  proved  fatal,  had  not  a  male  officer 
been  near  at  hand  and  immediately  rescued  the  prisoner.  The  case 
of  this  woman  strikingly  illustrates  what  I  have  stated  in  a  previous 
part  of  this  report,  when  writing  on  the  unaccountable  manner  in 
which  these  prisoners  frequently  act  on  the  impulse  of  the  momenta 
On  the  day  she  made  the  attempt  on  her  life,  she  saw  the  Direottu:, 
and  requested  that  a  trifling  report,  which  she  incurred  on  the 
previous  day,  might  be  re-investigated.  Ulie  request  was  refused. 
She  left  the  room  and  went  direct  to  her  cell  and  suspended  herselE 
The  request,  the  refusal,  and  the  suicidal  attempt  all  happened 
within  a  period  of  ten  minutes.  This  woman's  previous  conduct  in 
prison  had  been  good,  and  she  had  long  worn  a  number  one  badge ; 
and  the  only  cause  of  an  act  which^  but  for  an  accidental  oircum* 
stance,  would  have  certainly  ended  fatally,  was  the  refusal  given  to  a , 
trifling  request 

I  have  never  before  known  a  female  prisoner  attempt   suicide 
when  under  the  influence  of  passion,  or  of  temporary  disappointment, 
but  it  is  not  at  all  an  uncommon  circumstance  for  women,  on  suck . 
occasions,  to  smash  everything  in  their  cells  imd  to  make  use  of  the 
vilest  language. 

Two  cases  of  insanity  have  been  removed  to  a  lunatic  asylum. 
The  particulars  of  each  case  are  given  in  Table  Na  4. 

In  the  ca^e  of  the  prisoner  fir?t  entered  on  the  Table,  insanity 
began  about  eight  months  previous  to  removal.  •  The  first  indications  i 
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of  the  disease  were  restlepsness  and  sleeplessDesa,  and  the  habit  of  ?^"H 
constantly  destroying  her  bed  clothes,  and  of  saturating  her  bed  with  iicjSrt! 
the  water  supplied  for  her  use.  Subsequently  she  had  delusions  that 
she  was  *^  tormented  by  the  invisibles^  which  were  always  surround- 
ing her  and  filing  her  cell  at  night.**  Previous  to  removal,  she  wa8 
occasionally  violent ;  and  during  each  night,  she  was  so  unsafe  to  the 
Ixrisoners  a^ssociated  with  her^  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  her  in  a 
separate  celL 

In  the  second  case  on  the  Table,  a  dulness  of  manner  was  noticed 
on  the  day  on  which  she  was  received  into  this  prison.  After  recep- 
tion she  was,  for  several  months,  subject  to  periods  of  alternate 
excitement  and  depression,  for  which  she  was  kept  in  the  infirmary 
under  observation  and  treatment.  On  the  8th  October  last  (she 
being  at  the  time  a  patient  in  the  infirmary),  after  receiving  a  letter 
from  her  relatives,  a  decided  attack  of  acute  mania  came  on  suddenly; 
and  on  the  second  day  after  the  attack,  she  had  delusions  that ''  her 
father  was  unjustly  confined  in  this  prison,  and  not  allowed  to  see 
her."  From  the  commencement  of  the  acute  attack  until  her  re- 
moval to  an  asylum,  an  incessant  watch  was  obliged  to  be  kept  over 
her,  in  order  to  prevent  her  from  attempting  suicide. 

The  third  case  on  the  Table  is  of  recent  origin.  The  disease  came 
on  in  the  first  week  of  December  of  the  last  year.  The  premonitory ' 
symptoms  of  the  mental  affection  were  only  noticed  during  the  two' 
days  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  acute  attack,  the  pri- 
soner being,  at  the  time,  under  treatment  in  the  infirmary  for 
another  disease.  She  is  recovering  from  the  insanity  and,  unless  a' 
relapse  takes  place,  she  will  not  require  to  be  removed  to  an  asylum. . 

In  the  Table  of  medical  pardons,  there  is  an  instance  in  which  the 
prisoner  was  released  on  account  of  the  state  of  her  mind.  The  pri- 
soner (Register  No.  285),  for  eight  months  previous  to  liberation,  had 
been  eccentric  and  retired  in  her  habits;  she  avoided  all  society,  re- 
fused to  attend  any  public  religious  service,  and  never  could  be  in- . 
duced  to  enter  into  conversation  with  other  prisoners,  and  very  rarely 
so  with  the  ofiicers  of  the  prison,  and  she  appeared  as  if  desponding, 
«nd  distressed  in  mind.  Her  conduct  in  prison  had  been  good.  As 
she  had  but  three  months  to  complete  the  term  of  her  imprisonment^ 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  recommend  her  for  pardon. 

I  have  no  remarks  to  make  on  the  ventilation  of  the  old  prison. 

On  the  ventilation  of  the  cells  of  the  wings  I  beg  leave  to  state 
that,  in  obedience  to  the  request  of  Colonel  Jebb,  as  expressed  to 
me  by  letter  dated  April  15th,  1856,  wherein  I  was  requested  to 
fairly  try  how  far  the  ventilation  of  the  cells  of  the  wings  would  be 
improved  by  keeping  open  the  skylights,  and  all  other  means  for 
introducing  fresh  air  into  the  cells,  during  the  summer  those 
means  were  daily  and  fully  tested ;  and,  though  the  ventilation  of 
the  corridors  has  been  rendered  perfect  by  the  construction  of  the 
skylights,  some  improvement  appears  still  to  be  reqiiired  in  the  cells 
themselves. 

Having  stated  the  various  circumstances  that  occurred  during  the 
year  that  have  reference  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  I  now  beg 
leave  to  add  the  remarks  on  the  prisoners  to  whom  I  alluded  in  the 
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OfflS?!    M^t^^^ction  of  this  Report.     And  first  I  will  mention  those  who 
Report,    are  received  as  invalids.      These  prisoners  will  all  be  found  to  belong 
to  one  of  the  three  following  classes : — 

Ist  Those  who  are  capable  of  doing  a  little  work,  but  who  con- 
tinually need  additional  dietj  and  who  frequently  require 
admission  to  the  infirmary. 
2nd.  Those  who  during  imprisonment  are  obliged  to  be  ccni- 

stantly  in  the  infirmanr. 
3rd.  Imbeciles  and  weak-mmded  prisoners. 
There  are  40  prisoners  now  in  the  prison^  all  of  whom  belong  to 
the  two  first-mentioned  classes;  and    the    number  must    increase 
yearly. 

These  are,  in  fact,  the  invalid  portion  of  all  the  female  prisoners 
sentenced  to  penal  servitude  and  to  transportation.  Many  of  them 
are,  as  I  have  before  said,  constantly  in  the  infirmary  (ten  were  in 
the  infirmary  on  the  last  day  of  the  year)  ;  they  require  liberal  diet, 
and  a  daily  allowance  of  wine  or  of  brandy  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  those  who  are  suffering  from  exhausting  diseases.  It  is  the 
gradual  accumulation  of  these  prisoners  that  has  caused  the  increased 
consumption  of  all  the  comforts  of  the  infirmary. 

A  large  number  of  permanent  invalids,  collected  in  a  prison  of  this 
description,  must  necessarily  act  prejudicially  both  to  the  discipline 
and  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners  generally. 

In  the  event,  therefore,  of  a  prison  being  built  for  invalid  men,  I 
would  suggest  the  necessity  that  exists  for  a  portion  of  the  same 
being  made  available  for  invalid  women. 

The  3rd  division  of  the  invalids  is,  as  I  have  said,  composed  of 
imbeciles  and  weak-minded  prisoners.  There  are  no  less  than  nine 
of  this  class  now  in  the  prison,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  same  state  of 
mind  when  received.  These  prisoners  are  not  amenable  to  any  disci- 
pline, and  the  trouble  they  give  in  the  prison  is  very  great. 

A  room  prepared  for  their  reception  and  management,  sufficiently 
large  to  accommodate  the  whole  number,  and  an  officer  who  has  been 
employed  in  a  lunatic  asylum,  and  whose  only  duty  should  be  the 
charge  of  these  women,  are  the  arrangements  needed  for  the  treat- 
ment of  this  class  of  prisoners. 

With  reference  to  the  prisoners  whose  tickets-of-leave  have  been 
revoked,  my  only  reason  for  noticing  the  cases  of  these  women  is  to 
show  their  state  of  health  when  re-admitted  to  this  prison* 

There  are  now  20  cases  in  all ;  of  these  nine  are  in  good  health, 
three  are  suffering  from  enlarged  scrofulous  glands,  and  eight  are 
invalids.     In  conclusion, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Bendle,  Surgeon^ 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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Table  No.  1 . — Showing  the  Nuhbeb  of  Cases  of  the  Principal  Diseases    JJed»cai 

Officer's 

that  have  required  Medical  Tbeatment  in  the  Brixton  Female  Con-    K;«pwt. 
TiCT  Prison  during  the  Year  1856. 


Treated 

m  the 

Infirmary. 


Ti«ated 

asCaaual 

Sick. 


Total. 


Small  pox  .---•-• 
Measles     -••••-- 

Scarlatina  ••--•- 

Mild  continued  fever,  or  fabricula 
Typhus  fever     --••-• 
Typhoid  fever    -•-•-• 
Influenza  ------- 

Cholera     -•-••-- 
Choleraic  diarrhoea     -        -        •        -        - 
Diarrhoea  --•••-- 
Dysentery-        •••••- 

Erysipelas  •••.-- 

Debility    ..-•-•- 
Heemoptysis       ------ 

Tubercular  disease  of  lungs  (pukuonary  con- 
sumption)      ------ 

Tubercular  disease  of  other  internal  viscera  - 
Scrofulous  or  tubercular  glands  and  abscesses 
Strumous  disease  of  bones  and  joints  - 
Apoplexy  ------- 

Epilepsy    ------- 

Nervous  irritability  or  depression 

Insanity     ------- 

Imbecility,  dulness  of  intellect     -        -        - 
Mental  depression,  irritability,  or  excitement 
Acute  and  sub- acute  rheumatism 
Chronic  rheumatic  pains,  sciatica,  lumbago, 

&c,  catarrh,  coughs,  and  colds 
Bronchitis,  acute        -        -        -        -        - 

„  chronic     -        -        •        -        - 

Pleurisy    ------- 

Pneumonia         ------ 

Constipation       ------ 

Dyspepsia  ------- 

Scurvy      ------- 

Carbuncle  and  boils    -        -        -        -        - 

External  ixguries,  accidents,  surgical  com- 
plaints ------- 

Other  cases        ------ 

Total  • 


2 
2 

1 

36 

1 

13 
1 

1 


2 
3 
1 


5 
2 

5 

1 
4 
1 
4 
1 

S3 

57 


526 


503 


263 
3 


156 
1,832 


528 

2 

1 

36 

1 

13 

1 
1 

2 
2 
2 
3 
1 


508 
2 

5 
1 

267 
4 
4 
1 

189 
1,889 


184 


3,285 


3,469 
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FULHAM    REFUGE. 


REPORT, 


For  the  Year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  Fulhani  Refuge,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Act  5  Vict.  cap.  29,  sec.  13 ; — specifying  the  State  of  the 
Buildings,  the  Behaviour  and  Conduct  of  the  OflBcers  of 
the  Prison  and  of  the  Convicts,  the  Aniount  of  the  Earn- 
ings of  the  Convicts,  and  the  Expense  of  the  Prison  ;  and 
such  other  Matters  relating  to  the  Discipline  and  Manage- 
ment thereof,  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  or  the  Secretary 
of  State  shall  direct. 

Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty, 

To  THE  Right  Honoubable  Sir  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
Sir,  as.  Parliament  Street^  1857. 

This  establishment  was  formed  in  order  to  afford  the 
female  convicts  a  substitute  for  those  changes  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  discipline  which  are  afforded  to  malecqnvicts 
by  removal  to  Public  Works- 

Another  object  was  to  give  the  women  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  house  work,  cooking,  baking,  washing,  &c.. 
80  as  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  employment  and  earning 
an  honest  livelihood  on  discharge. 

Some  of  the  old  buildings  having  been  completed  between 
the  months  of  November  1855  and  April  1856,  50  women 
were  selected  for  removal  from  Brixton,  and  the  establish- 
ment was  opened  on  the  8th  of  May. 

The  new  buildings  having  been  finished  in  October  1856, 
another  draft  of  women  was  removed  into  the  establishment 
in  the  same  month,  and  by  the  middle  of  November  the 
total  number  received  from  the  commencement  had  amounted 
to  187. 
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For  further  particulars  I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
Reports  of  the  Superintendents,  the  Uhaplain,  and  the  Me- 
dical OflScer,  which  are  annexed. 

It  is  jet  early  to  speak  of  the  effect  of  the  discipline,  but 
so  far  as  present  experience  goes  it  is  highly  encoura^ng, 
and  the  Refuge  promises  to  fulfil  in  every  respect  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  established. 

A  spirit  of  cheerful  industry  reigns  throughout,  and  the 
attempt  to  carry  on  the  duties  with  a  very  limited  number  of 
oflScers,  and  to  rule  by  moral  means,  has  been  so  far  sue- 
cessfiil. 

Up  to  the  31st  of  December  1866,  13  only  had  been 
discharged ;  the  greater  proportion  of  these  women  are 
doing  well. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  zeal  and  devotion 
to  duty  of  the  Superintendent,  Mrs.  Harpour,  together  with 
the  Chief  Matron  and  Matrons,  under  whom  the  discipline 
and  industrial  training  are  carried  out. 

The  Chaplain,  Mr.  Innes,  the  Scripture  Reader,  and  the 
Schoolmistress,  have  likewise  been  unremitting  in  their 
exertions  to  instruct  and  reform;  and  the  health  of  the 
establishment  has  been  most  carefully  attended  to  by 
Mr.  Ree,  to  whose  superintendence  the  Medical  Department 
is  confided. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  R.E., 
Chairman  of  the  Directors. 
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APPENDIX, 


I. 
SUPEBINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen,  The  Refuge^  Fulham,  January  7,  1867. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  my  Report  of  the  Fulham  B^w^twi. 
Refuge  for  the  year  ending  the  3l8t  December  1866.  Eeport. 

Conduct  of  Officers. — From  the  8th  May,  being  the  day  on  which  "^ 
the  Refuge  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  Female  convicts,  to  the 
end  of  September,  several  changes  took  place  amongst  the  officers 
from  various  causes,  but  chiefly  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  meeting 
with  an  efficient  cook  who  also  imderstood  baking,  and  a  competent 
laundry  matron.  One  principal  matron  (a  very  viJuable  officer)  died 
of  consumption  upon  removal  to  the  ^^  Hospital  for  Consumption," 
Brompton.  We  have  now  a  thoroughly  efficient  staff,  who  appear 
to  take  much  interest  in  their  important  duties  and  the  reformation 
of  the  women. 

Number  of  Prvtoners  received. — From  the  8th  of  May  the  number 
received  has  been  187,  twelve  of  whom  have  been  dischai^ed  on 
licence.  Ten  of  this  number  were  returned  to  their  friends,  and 
for  two  I  have  been  able  to  procure  situations  as  servants. 

Employment  of  Prisoners. — The  prisoners  have  been  employed  in 
washing,  ironing,  and  general  laundry  work ;  cooking,  baking,  clean- 
ing, and  needlework.  In  the  laundry  work  they  have  made  con- 
siaerable  progress,  and  in  every  branch  of  industrial  occupation  there 
is  an  evident  desire  to  improve. 

Treatment  of  Prisoners. — The  utmost  trust,  consistent  with  safety, 
is  placed  in  the  women,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  without  abuse.  An  uniform  course  of  discipline  is  maintained, 
while  reports  and  punishments  are  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 

The  hours  of  labour  and  the  earnings  are  shewn  in  the  accom- 
panying Tables. 

Condition  of  Building ^  8fc.  —  The  building  and  fences  are  in 
ihorough  repair;  subsequent  to  the  original  alterations  of  the  old 
house  and  the  erection  of  the  wing  and  chapel,  the  ironing  room  has 
been  enlarged ;  with  this  exception  no  alterations  have  taken  place. 

Expenses  of  the  Refuge  are  given  in  the  accompanying  Table. 
The  various  amounts  for  furniture,  fittings,  bedding,  &c  &c.,  and 
also  prisoners' clothing  may  appear  considerable ;  it  bemg  for  occupa- 
tion and  the  entire  outfittmg  of  176  women,  such  expenses  will  not 
occur  again.     The  women  bein^;  allowe4  different  dresses  in  the 
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'^'^Sl^^*  summer  and  winter^  there  is  now  in  hand  a  stock  of  smnmer  and 
^2?"  winter  clothing  that  will  last  two  or  three  seasons  with  mere  occa- 
sional additions. 

Abuses. — No  abuses  of  any  kind  have  come  imder  my  observation^ 
neither  have  I  received  intimation  of  any.  There  have  been  no  at- 
tempts at  escape ;  and  I  can  certify  to  the  rules  having  been  strictly 
carried  out  in  every  particular. 

The  establishment  being  yet  in  its  infancy^  I  do  not  feel  myself 
in  a  position  to  give  more  thaii  a  brief  account  of  the  moral  improve- 
ment of  the  women,  or  of  the  proficiency  attained  in  the  different 
branches  of  industrial  training.  From  the  8th  of  May  to  the  20th  of 
October,  only  56  prisoners  had  been  received,  so  that  the  Refuge 
could  not  be  considered  in  working  order  until  die  close  of  October. 

Twenty-eight  women  have  been  reported,  11  of  whom  were 
slightly  punished,  the  remainder  merely  reprimanded  or  admonished. 

Before  the  new  wing  was  opened,  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners 
was  very  satisfactory,  and  only  in  one  instance  had  I  cause  to  com« 
plain  of  serious  misconduct. 

But  when  the  wing  was  first  opened,  there  was  a  general  feeling 
of  discontent,  not  only  apparent,  but  expressed  in  very  unequivocal 
terms  by  the  newly  received  women. 

From  some  unexplained  cause  these  women  came  to  the  Refiigc 
with  very  strong  hopes  that  a  remission  of  a  portion  of  their  sen- 
tences would  be  granted ;  on  my  explaining  to  one  of  the  women, 
who  inquired  about  her  "  time,**  that  the  rules  held  out  no  general 
promise  of  a  remission  ;  the  iniFormation  caused  a  great  disturbance, 
which  required  to  be  subdued  by  the  removal  of  no  less  than  14  to 
Millbank.  It  appeared  to  me  that  these  women,  and  several  others 
who  still  remain,  had  not  been  suflSciently  long  in  the  previous 
stages  of  discipline  at  Millbank  and  Brixton,  to  prepare  them  for  the 
diminished  degree  of  control  in  the  Refuge ;  but  this  appeared  to  be 
the  unavoidable  result  of  the  accommodation  at  the  Refuge  being 
required,  and  it  being  necessary  to  remove  some  who  had  a  longer 
period  of  their  sentences  unexpired  than  was  the  case  with  the  women 
first  brought  from  Brixton. 

The  bad  temper  and  dissatisfaction  exhibited  by  the  women  shew 
strongly  that  no  privileges  which  can  be  conferred  in  prison  as  an 
inducement  to  good  conduct  are  to  be  compared  with  a  remission^ 
however  small,  of  the  period  of  imprisonment. 

The  removal  of  these  and  other  ill-disposed  and  discontented 
prisoners,  together  with  an  alteration  in  the  diet,  has  had  a  most 
favourable  effect ;  contented  and  grateful  feelings  for  the  considera- 
tion shewn  to  them  is  now  general  Since  that  time,  the  8th 
December,  the  conduct  of  the  women  has  been  exemplary.  There 
has  not  been  a  single  report,  and  the  improvement  in  their  whole 
demeanour  and  conversation  is  very  manifest  and  encouraging. 
Notwithstanding  this  satisfactory  change,  I  think  that  I  may  say 
there  is  still,  in  all  those  sentenced  to  penal  servitude,  a  constant 
and  anxious  hope  that,  as  a  reward  for  good  conduct,' a  remission  of 
sentence  will  be  granted ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  persuade  them  to 
the  contrary. 
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Upon  first  discharging  jprisoners  from  the  Refuge,  I  felt  rather  superinten- 
disappointed  to  find  very  few  had  a  desire  to  go  to  service.    I  think    4!&^h. 
this  cniefly  arose  from  an  idea  that  few  would  ever  trust  anyone  on      "" 
ticket-of-leave ;  in  fact,  many  have  expressed  their  fears  to  me  on  this 
point.     I  am  happy,  however,  to  say  that  such  is  not  the  case  at  the 
present  time,  as  several  women  have  lately  begged  me  to  procure 
situations  for  them,  fearing,  should  they  be  returned  to  their  friends 
and  relations,  that  they  would  be  again  led  into  crime. 

I  am  very  confident  that  many  of  our  prisoners  will  make  ex- 
cellent servants  and  superior  laundresses ;  the  latter  trade  will  prove, 
doubtless,  very  valuable  to  the  married  women  and  widows,  many  of 
whom  have  large  families.  Indeed,  the  instruction  and  discipline  of 
the  Refuge  wiU,  I  believe,  be  of  much  value  to  the  women  generally ; 
we  must  not,  however,  expect  too  much,  as  nothing  but  a  successful 
resistance  to  the  trials  and  temptations,  which  all  must  be  more  or 
less  exposed  to  4n  the  world,  should  satisfy  us  that  a  real  or  lasting 
change  has,  under  God's  blessing,  been  produced  in  the  mind  and 
feelings. 

I  would  also  beg  to  remark  how  impoitant  it  is  to  employ  female 
prisoners,  as  far  as  possible,  in  active  labour,  few  having  been  taught 
needlework  when  young  can  in  after  years  give  the  mind  to  an 
occupation  that,  in  all  probability,  will  be  of  little  benefit  to  them 
hereafter.  The  laundiy  work  and  cooking,  &c,  all  are  eager  to 
learn,  chiefly  from  a  sense  of  the  value  it  wul  be  to  them  when  dis* 
charged.  When  we  consider  the  low  price  paid,  even  for  the  better 
description  of  needlework,  and  the  difficulty  there  is  in  procuring  it 
by  women  who  have  better  opportunities  of  obtaining  employment 
than  discharged  prisoners,  we  cannot  wonder  that  few  should  con- 
template earning  a  livelihood  by  their  needle. 

More  active  employment  would  also  tend  to  produce  a  cheerful 
and  contented  spint,  drawing  the  mind  of  the  prisoner,  to  a  certain 
extent,  from  that  never  failing  source  of  anxiety  **  her  time,"  and 
thus  be  the  means  of  preserving  the  health,  which  is  frequently  so 
materially  affected  by  long  imprisonment 

At  the  close  of  the  year  tiie  women  were  employed  weekly,  as 
follows : — 

Laundry  -        -        -        -        •        -    55 

•  Cooking,  &C.-        -         -        -        -II 

Baking    ------      6 

Needlework,  or  unproductive  labour    -    86 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Grentlemen, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Cathebine  Habpoue, 
To  the  Chaxmiau  and  Directors  Superintendent, 

of  Convict  Prisons, 
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Bnperintm-  NUMBER    of   Abticles  WASHED  in  Lauitdbt  from  May  to  December 


Establishment 
Private 
MiUbank       - 


-  39,789  pieces. 
.    17,562     „ 

-  10,822      „ 


Daily  average  number  of  prisoners  employed   -    67 
Daily  average,  infirmary         .        .        .        .      i 


68 


Daily  average  number  attending  school   - 
Hours  employed  each  day. 

From  1st  March  to  30th  November  - 
„     1st  December  to  28th  Februaiy 


« 

8 

ba. 

Mms. 

8 

10 

7 

40 

List  of  Articles  made  at  The  Refuge,  Fulham,  from  May  to  December 

1866. 


ChemiBCf     - 

493 

Shirts 

472 

Petticoats    - 

•    394 

„     Flannel 

. 

Drawers 

.    371 

Sleeres       - 

• 

DiesMt       - 

-     321 

Collars       - 

• 

Print  Skirts            * 

.     110 

Petticoats   - 

• 

Washing  Frocks     - 

-       34 

Habits 

. 

Aprons 

-     497 

Boys*  Trowsers 

• 

Neckerohieft 

.    600 

n    Coats 

» 

Stoys 

-       31 

„    Waistcoats     • 

. 

Caps           - 

'     146 

Dressing  Gowns     • 

• 

3 

Niffht  Gowns 
Table  Qotbs 

.       34 

Surplice      - 

• 

1 

-       34 

Sheets 

>           •           . 

500 

Cloaks 

9 

Window  Certains 

• 

36 

Jackete       . 

7 

Poddmg  Cloths 

. 

180 

Shawls 

.     186 

Towels 

•           "           • 

350 
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Routine. 
SuMBfER  Routine. 


Prisonen  rise,  drest,  and  make  beds 

Labour          -       .        -        -  - 

BreakiSMt  (offtoen  and  prisoners)  - 

Exercise        -        .        •       .  . 

Prayers         •        .        .       .  - 

Labour          -        .        -        -  - 
Dinners  (officers  and  prisoners) 

Exercise        .       -        •       •  - 

Labour          .        .       •        .  . 

Prayers         ,        .        -        -  - 
Sappers,  and  time  for  serving  • 
Labour          ..... 

Reading,  &c.          .        •        .  . 

Retire  to  bed          .        .        .  . 
Doors  locked  for  the  night 


Total 


From 


5.45 
6.15 
7.30 
8.0 


9.0 

9.30 

1.0 

2.0 

3.0 

5.0 


5.85 
6.15 
8.0 


To 


6.15 

7.30 

8.0 

9.0 

9.30 

1.0 

2.0 

3.0 

5.0 

5.35 

6.15 

8.0 

8.45 

8 

9 


:J'} 


357 


Superinten- 

dent's 

Report. 
Hoars.  Min.        ""^ 


15 


30 
15 
30 

0 
30 
30 

0 

0 

0 
35 
40» 
45 
45 

15 


15 


Winter  Routine. 


Prisoners  rise,  dress,  and  make  beds         •       .        . 
Labour  .....••.. 

Breakfast 

Labour  ..---... 

Prayers  ........ 

Exercise        ........ 

Labour  -        -        .        .        -        ... 

Dinners  (officers  and  prisoners)        .... 

Exercise        ......^. 

Labour  ........ 

Prayers  -        - 

Sappers  (officers  and  prisoners),  including  time  for  1 
serring       .        .        -        -        -        -        --/ 

Labour  

Reading,  &c 

Retire  to  bed 

Doors  locked  for  the  night       •        .        .        .        . 


Total 


From 


6.15 
6.45 
8.0 
8.30 


9.0 
9.30 
10.30 
1.0 
2.0 


3.0 
5.0 

5.35 

6.15 
8.0 


To 


6.45 
8.0 
8.30 
9.0 
9.30 
10.30 
1.0 
2.0 
3.0 
5.0 
5.35 

6.15 

8.0 
8.45 
8.45] 
9.0   J 


Hours.  Min. 


14 


30 
15 
30 
30 
30 

0 
30 

0 

0 

0 
85 

40* 

45 
45 

15 


45 


Summary  of  the  Foregoing  Routine. 


Hours  of  labour         ...... 

Prayers  and  lecture,  indadhig  time  for  assembling 
Exercise    -----.-- 

Heals,  including  time  for  serving  .  .  •  - 
Rising  and  dressing,  iic^  morning  and  evening  - 
Readmg    ........ 


14.45 


*10  minutes  allowed  for  serving  the  tea,  as  it  cannot  be  arranged  as  at  breakfost,  when 
fb»  women  are  taken  from  the  work»room. 
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Saperinten*  EeTUBN  OF  PUNISHMENTS  of  FeKALE  CoNVICTS  in  FULHAM  BeFUGB  for 

^^  the  Year  1856. 


Lett  than 
One  Day. 

Dayi. 

1. 

8. 

Todd. 

On  bretd  and  water  diet     -           .           -           . 
Kept  in  their  rooms            .           -           -           - 

I>a        do.    depriyed  of  their  dinner 
Corfined  in  dark  cell          .... 
Reprimanded          -         •  . 
Admooithed           .            -            .            -           . 

8 

1 

16 

9 

1 

4 

Total 

29 

7 

.  • 

36 

Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  Fulham  Refagey 
May  1856  to  31st  March  1857. 

Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks  -  .  - 

Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants     - 
Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment       -  -  -  .  .  « 
Rations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 
Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants          .            -  - 
Victualling  prisoners          -             .             -             -         - 
Clothing,  &c.  for  prisoners          .             .            .  - 
Bedding  for  prisoners              .             .             - 
Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &c.           -            -         - 
Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick) 
Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 

liberation         .  -  -  - 

Gratuities  to  convicts  -  -  -  - 

Furniture  and  fittings       -  .  .  .         - 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c. 
Fuel  and  light  for  genersd  purposes  -  -         - 

Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs 
Soap,  scouring  and  cleaning  articles         ^  -         - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops  .... 

Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c.  .  -  - 

Various  small  disbursements  -  -  -      - 

Bent,  rates,  and  taxes  .... 

Total 
Deduct — Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of 
productive  labour        ... 


from  the  8th  of 

£ 

t.    d. 

936 

10    9 

370 

5     8 

170 

1  10 

79 

0    6 

58 

10    5 

603 

12     1 

867 

7  10 

524 

9    7 

32 

11  10 

10 

5  11 

43 

10    9 

86 

9     1 

368 

1     6 

171 

17    7 

169 

11     9 

118 

6     1 

218 

8    6 

51 

16    7 

0 

0    0 

160 

8    8 

109 

10  lOf 

Net  expenditure 


.€5,150  17    9i 

135  18  11 
j^5,014  18  10^ 
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IL 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


SiE,  Rffugcy  Fulham,  January  6,  1857. 

I  BEO  to  submit  for  your  information  a  report  of  what  bos  been  Ohapkdn'k 
going  on  in  the  Chaplain's  department  of  the  Fulham  Refuge  since    ^^p°^' 
it  was  opened  on  the  8th  of  May  last.     The  establishment  has  been 
passing  through  its  period  of  infancy  during  the  months  of  last  year, 
and  it  is  only  now  that  the  various  plans  for  the  instruction  of  the 
women  are  being  brought  into  complete  operation. 

We  commenced  with  14  women  on  the  8th  of  May  1856 ;  this 
number  was  increased  to  50  by  the  4th  of  June.  Six  women  came 
to  supply  vacancies  on  the  1 1th  of  August ;  and  when  the  wing  was 
opened  in  October,  between  the  21st  of  that  month  and  the  13th  of 
November,  131  women  were  received,  making  a  total,  received  since 
May  last,  of  187.  Thirteen  of  these  women  have  been  discharged 
on  licence,  one  on  medical  grounds,  and  19  have  been  removed  to 
Millbank,  leaving  154  now  in  the  Refuge.  All  these  attend  school 
regularly  once  a  week ;  and  all  but  18,  who  are  Roman  Catholics, 
attend  the  chapel  services. 

Divine  Service  has  been  regularly  conducted  on  Sundays,  morning 
and  evening,  and  a  Bible  class  held  in  the  afternoon.  The  women 
have  also  met  twice  on  every  other  dkj  in  the  week,  besides  Sunday, 
for  a  short  service  in  the  chapel  at  9  A.M.  and  at  5  p.m.  ;  a  lecture 
being  delivered  daily  at  evening  service.  The  Lord's  Supper  will  be 
administered,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  every  other  month,  or  six  times 
in  the  year,  Christmas  Day  and  Easter  Day  being  brought  into  this 
arrangement.  It  has  been  administered  three  times  since  the  chapel 
was  opened  on  August  3l8t 

The  religious  and  moral  condition  of  the  women  generally  is  de- 
cidedly good.  This  might  be  expected ;  for  the  women  brought  here 
are  those  who  have  been  well-behaved  in  Brixton,  and  every  induce- 
ment is  afforded  to  promote  good  and  steady  conduct.  We  have  a 
large  proportion  of  communicants.  The  ch4>el  congregation  consists 
of  136  women,  and  out  of  these  89  are  communicants,  which  is  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  whole  number.  This  is  a  very  pleasing  circum- 
stance, especially  as  connected  with  the  impression,  gained  from 
personal  interviews  with  the  women  on  the  subject  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  diat  the  great  majority  are  really  in  earnest,  and  that  this 
solemn  ordinance  is  not  to  them  a  mere  form  but  a  reality,  from  which 
they  have  derived  spiritual  benefit  in  their  efforts  to  resist  temptation, 
and  to  subdue  their  evil  tempers  and  passions.  The  service  on^ 
Christmas  Day  was-  a  most  interesting  one,  when  90  women  were 
prepaMd  to  receive  the  Lord's  Supper  (one  of  whom  has  since  been 
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ohgMi'B  diflchaiged  on  licence).  All  of  these,  with  the  exception  of  five,  who 
— li.  wore  communicants  for  the  first  time,  had  receivea  that  Holy  ordi- 
nance previously,  some  several  times,  at  the  hands  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Moran,  at  Brixton.  Christmas  Day,  though  within  prison  walls, 
appears  to  have  been  a  season  of  genuine  happiness,  and  ttus  quiet 
and  solemn  service  was  not  the  least  of  the  circumstances  that  contri* 
buted  to  the  comfort  of  the  inmates. 

With  regard  to  the  progressive  improvement  ot  the  women,  much 
cannot  at  present  be  said.  Those  -who  have  been  in  the  Aefuge  from 
the  first  have  been  makiog  good  progress,  according  to  their  capacities, 
which  in  most  cases  are  very  imperfect,  and  considering  tluit  they 
only  get  instruction  once  in  the  week  for  about  three  hours.  From 
the  greater  number  of  the  women  having  only  lately  come  into  the 
Refuge,  and  some  delay  having  necessarily  taken  place  before  they 
could  be  personally  examined  and  classified,  the  routine  of  school 
duties  for  aU  the  women  only  commenced  at  the  beginning  of 
December ;  since  that  time  it  has  been  goine  on  steadily,  and  on  the 
whole  satisfactorily.  There  is  every  hope  that  this  department  will 
prove  successful.  The  school-room  is  commodious,  and  every  rea- 
sonable facility  is  afforded  for  the  acquisition  of  useful  knowledge, 
especially  the  arts  of  reading  and  writing,  m  which  many  of  the 
women  are  still  very  backwaid,  some  indeed  hopelessly  so. 

Most  of  the  women  are  anxious  to  profit  by  tlie  advanti^es  they 
obtain  in  school,  though  some  are  indifferent  and  careless.  But  their 
former  circumstances  and  habits  of  life  should  ever  be  borne  in  mind, 
for  a  consideration  of  these  will  moderate  expectations  of  much  intel- 
lectual progress.  As  a  class  they  are  uninstructed,  their  early 
education  having  been  neglected,  and  from  long  habits  of  inattention 
their  faculties  have  become  blunted  or  stupified,  so  that  it  is  with 
much  difficulty  that  they  acquire  knowledge,  and  with  much  greater 
difficulty  that  they  retain  it,  the  memory  being  found  in  almost  all 
cases  painfull^  defective.   ' 

There  are,  however,  pleasing  and  encouraging  instances  of  women 
who  have  learnt  to  read  and  write  entirely  in  prison ;  and  the  acqui- 
sition of  these  useful  arts  (especially  that  of  reading)  is  to  them  like 
the  acquisition  of  a  new  sense,  in  the  exercise  of  which  they  greatly 
delight. 

^  The  principal  drawback  in  the  arrangement  of  the  classes  is  the 
circumstance  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  women  (nearly  one- 
tturd)  are  employed  in  the  laundry.  We  have  been  able  to  separate 
these  women  mto  two  parties,  one  of  which  attends  school  on  Satur- 
day and  the  other  on  Monday ;  and  we  further  have  the  advantage  of 
the  Scripture  reader's  assistance  throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
school  time  on  those  two  days,  the  classes  being  separated  into  two 
divisions ;  but  even  then  the  number  of  women,  and  the  mixture  of 
good  and  bad  readers  in  the  same  class,  prove  hhidrances  to  satisfiu)- 
tory  progress^ 

What  progress  is  made  by  the  women  from  time  to  time  will,  I 

think,  be  sufficiently  recorded ;  in  a  way,  too,  that  vriU  admit  of 

reference  at  any  future  time,  by  the  adoption  of  certain  arrangements 

"  that  you,  Sir,  have  been  good  enough  to  suggest     A  school  re^st^ 
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book  will  be  kept,  containing  for  every  scholar  a  note  of  attention  ^g^^^'" 
or  otherwise,  in  each  lesson  at  the  weekly  school,  and  also  monthly  —  * 
observations  on  the  4  or  5  weeks'  studies.  There  will  also  be  a  re- 
cord of  actual  studies  pursued  in  each  branch  from  week  to  week, 
and  a  more  general  record  of  periodical  inquiries,  and  personal  ob- 
servations made  by  the  chaplain,  at  least  once  a  month,  concerning 
each  of  the  women.  These  arrangements  will,  perhaps,  leave  nothing 
to  be  reasonably  desired  on  this  head. 

The  course  of  instruction  pursued  in  the  school  is  the  following: — 
A  Scripture  lesson  is  given  at thecommencementfor  about  half-an-hour 
by  the  Scripture  reader ;  the  remainder  of  the  time  is  divided  between 
1.  Writing ;  2.  Heading  with  schoolmistress,  in  tUe  History  of  Eng- 
land or  Second  Class  Book  (S.P.C.K.);  3.  Arithmetic;  4.  Geography. 
5.  Dictation;  6.  General  information  or  lessons  on  objects.  The 
latter  branches  are  slightly  varied  from  time  to  time,  while  the  read- 
ing and  writing  form  part  of  the  schooling  on  every  occasion. 

The  following  are  the  books  supplied  for  the  school,  which  are  in 
use  more  or  less  regularly  in  the  various  classes: — 

Markham's  History  of  England. 
S-P.C.K.'s  Second  Eeading  Book. 
Johnson's  Eural  Spelling  Book.  * 

Sullivan's  Spelling  Book  Superseded. 
Stewart's  Modern  Geography. 
Wilson's  Geography. 
Ditto        Astronomy. 

Ditto       Catechism  of  History  of  England. 
First  Book  of  Arithmetic. 

Maps  of— I.  The  World ;   IL  Europe;    III.  England;    and 
1 V.  Palestine.  * 

The  school  instruction  has  been  most  satisfactorily  conducted  by 
the  schoolmistress,  assisted  in  the  Bibl^  lessons  by  the  Scripture 
reader.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  above-named 
officers  are  very  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties. 

With  reference  to  the  effects  of  the  general  discipline  of  the  prison, 
it  is  perhaps  too  soon  to  form  any  sound  juc^ment ;  but  so  far  as  my 
observation  extends,  I  should  say  that  the  effect  of  the  regulations  is 
beneficial  With  the  moderate  number  of  women  now  in  the  Refuge, 
a  constant  and  strict  surveillance  appears  practicable,  so  that  veiy 
little  is  likely  to  escape  notice.  The  women  appear  to  be  on  the 
whole  very  healthy,  and  feel  that  they  are  kindly  treated.  They 
have  many  privileges,  and  these  seem  to  encourage  them  and  make 
them  thanJcfuL 

What  is  now  wanted  to  complete  the  system  of  encotmtgements  to 
good  conduct,  is  the  proq>ect  of  some  remission  of  sentence  con- 
sequent on  good  behaviour.  This  appears  to  be  the  richest  boon 
that  could  be  offered,  and  consequently  one,  the  hope  of  obtaining 
which  would  operate  most  powerfully  as  an  inducement  to  acquire 
and  maintain  a  thoroughly  good  character. 

The  further  desideratum,  for  the  ultimate  welfare  of  those  who  are 
discharged  from  this  place,  is  the  providing  for  them  the  means  of 
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^^B$^.''  earning  an  honest  liyelihood  and  regaining  a  character  in  Bociety* 
This  was^  I  believe,  a  principal  object  in  the  formation  of  this  esta- 
blishment^  and  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  experiment  will  be 
crowned  with  succesa  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  two  women  who 
have  gone  into  service  (one  for  two  weeks,  the  other  for  nine  wedcs) 
are  themselves  comfortable,  and  are  giving  satisfaction  to  their  em- 
ployers. When  the  establishment  becomes  known  in  the  country, 
many  persons  will,  no  doubt,  be  willing  to  take  the  women  as  domestic 
servants,  in  which  ci^mcity  they  may  enter  upon  a  useful  and  respect- 
able career,  and  be  confirmed,  by  God's  blessing,  in  those  good  resolu- 
tions of  amendment  for  the  future,  which  the  cuscipline  of  their  prison 
course,  and  especially  the  religious  instruction  they  have  received 
while  in  confinement,  have  in  almost  every  case  awakened  in  their 
hearts. 

Feeling  deeply  sensible  of  the  importance  of  this  benevolent  effort 
on  the  part  of  Government  towards  reclaiming  from  vice  and 
irreligion  those  whom  the  law  has  placed  under  its  control,  I  trust 
that  it  will  be  warmly  seconded  by  the  exertions  of  the  community 
at  large,  to  provide  honest  employment  for  such  as  can  be  recom- 
mended for  «iat  purpose,  and  aljove  all,  that  it  will  be  crowned  with 
the  effectual  blessing  of  the  Most  High,  and  thus  become  the  means 
of  saving  from  destruction,  and  restoring  to  society  multitudes  of  un- 
happy women  whose  circumstances  claim  our  deep  compassion,  and 
for  whom  there  is  yet  hope  as  respects  this  life,  as  well  as,  in  God's 
mercy,  for  a  future  and  eternal  state  of  existence. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  Innes,  Chaplain. 
To  Colonel  Jebb,  C.B. 
ifb.     ^c.     ^c. 
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III. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 


Gentlemen,  Refuge,  Fulham,  January  8,  1857.        i^^,^^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  a  Report  on  tiie  health  offloer's 
of  the  prisoners  received  into  the  Fulham  Refuge  up  to  the  end  ^^^ 
of  the  past  year. 

The  establishment  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  prisoners  on 
the  8th  of  May  1856,  from  which  date  to  the  end  of  Qie  year,  the 
daily  average  number  of  prisoners  was  68  ;  the  greatest  number  at 
at  any  one  time,  171 ;  and  on  the  last  day  of  the  year,  156. 

Ventilation  and  Warming, — The  arrangements  for  ventilating  and 
warming  the  wing  are  most  excellent,  and  with  proper  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  in  the  management  of  the  fires  and  ventilators 
in  the  workrooms,  the  temperature  can  be  regulated  to  the  greatest 
nicety,  the  atmosphere  at  the  same  time  being  kept  pure  and  whole* 
some.  The  drainage  has  evidently  received  the  consideration  its 
importance  demands,  but  from  the  difficulty  of  outfall,  some  little 
inconvenience  has  arisen  from  the  stoppage  of  the  drains  in  connexion 
with  the  waterclosets. 

Health. — It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  sa^  that  no 
death  has  occurred  since  the  opening  of  the  Refuge.  With  a  few 
exceptions,  the  prisoners  are  in  very  good  health,  and  although  the 
number  of  complaining  sick,  as  shewn  in  Table  1,  vnll  be  found  to  be 
larg^*  yet  there  has  been  but'little  sickness  of  a  serious,  and  none  9f 
an  epidemic  character.  Notwithstanding  that  diarrhoea  was  very 
prevalent  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  but  very  few  cases  occurred  in  the  prison. 
On  the  9th  June,  it  is  true,  20  women  complained  of  diarrhoea,  but 
as  there  were  strong  reasons  for  the  belief  that  they  were  feigning,  a 
simple  dose  of  memcine  was  prescribed,  and  each  woman  ordered 
three  ounces  of  rice  only  for  dinner.  On  the  following  day  all  the 
complaints  of  diarrhoea  disappeared. 

Two  prisoners  were  recommended  for  pardon  on  medical  grounds, 
C.  F.,  No.  50,  and  C.  H.,  No.  48,  the  former  was  liberated  on  the 
20th  of  October,  but  the  latter  was  so  ill  at  that  time,  and  her  disease 
was  making  such  rapid  progress,  it  was  feared  she  would  not  survive 
removal;  she  was  therefore  retuned,  and  having  been  under  treatment 
about  five  months,  I  am  happy  to  state,  from  a  mere  skeleton,  she  has 
become  strong  and  quite  fat ;  the  greater  part  of  one  lung  is  perfectly 
destroyed,  but  all  symptoms  of  an  active  nature  having  subsided, 
there  is  great  probability  she  may  now  attain  the  ordinary  duration 
of  life. 

On  entering  upon  my  duties,  I  was  struck  with  the  ^e  and 
unhealthy  appearance  most  of  the  convicts  presented  on  their  admis- 
sion into  the  refuge.     I  could  well  understand,  with  all  the  moderp 
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Oflioer's  improvements  in  ventilation  and  drainage,  and  with  even  a  very  liberal 
^2^  scale  of  diet,  that  the  depressing  influence  of  confinement  in  prison 
would  necessarily  more  or  less  interfere  with  the  health,  but  1  must 
say  I  was  not  prepared  to  see  it  so  marked  and  so  general  This  led 
me  to  consider  wnat  causes,  if  any,  beyond  the  constraint  of  prison 
discipline,  were  in  operation  to  produce  such  a  ^enend  effect. 

The  diet  scale  was  sufficient  in  quantity,  but  it  occurred  to  me 
that  the  unvarying  dinner  of  boiled  meat  and  potatoes  or  soup  must 
be  prejudicial,  as  it  is  an  established  physiological  fact»  that  when  the' 
food  is  limited  to  one  or  two  articles  ouly,  a  feeling  of  repugnance  or 
disrelish  arises,  which  interferes  considerably  with  digestion  and 
nutrition.  That  this  was  reaUy  so,  no  one  could  for  a  moment  doubt 
who  witnessed  the  change,  the  beneficial  change,  when  some  greens 
were  first  allowed  to  form  part  of  the  dinner.  A  still  greater  varia^ 
tion  has  since  been  made,  which  has  produced  the  most  marked  effect 
upon  the  health  and  spirits  of  the  whole  body  of  the  prisoners. 
Instead  of  the  meat  bemg  always  boiled,  they  now  have  it  baked 
two  days  in  the  week,  and  on  Sundays  the  allowance  of  meat  is  made 
into  a  small  pudding  or  pie.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  see  the  faces 
now  so  happy  and  contented,  that  only  a  short  time  since  were 
dogged  and  sullen.  Another  beneficial  effect  too,  is  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  complaining  sick.  On  the  whole,  I  feel  sanguine 
in  expressing  my  opinion  that  this  trifling  alteration  in  diet  wul  be 
productive  of  much  good,  physically  as  well  as  morally,  to  the 
prisoners. 

Another  cause  affecting  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  the  Befuge, 
although  perhaps  in  a  more  indirect  way,  is  the  want  of  more  active 
bodily  employment.  I  am  forced  to  thb  remark  from  observing  the 
fact,  that  nearly  all  the  "  complaining  sick ''  come  from  the 
needle  work  rooms,  and  but  very  few  from  the  "hard  labour"  class, 
or  those  women  who  are  employed  in  the  wash-house  and  laundry, 
&C.  This,  indeed,  accords  with  what  might  have  been  expected,  for 
nothing  tends  to  impair  the  functions  of  life,  or  undermine  the  healthy 
more  than  a  strictly  sedentary  occupation,  especially  under  circum- 
stances where  the  mind  has  something  disagreable  to  brood  upon. 
I  therefore  think  it  would  be  more  desirable  for  the  health  of  the 
prisoners  generally,  if  a  scheme  could  be  devised  for  placing  many 
more  o  the  robust  women  in  the  hard  labour  department,  and  giving 
the  lighter  occupation  of  the  work-room  to  the  more  delicate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  Heney  Pawle  Ree. 

of  Convict  Prisons. 
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Table  1. — ^Retubn  of  Nuhbeb  of  "Complaining  Sick**  treated  in  the    Mediotf 
Refuge  at  Fulham,  from  the  12th  May  to  the  Slat  December  1856.         Report! 


New  Cases 
Kenewed  Applications 


795 
402 


Table  2. — Pardon  on  Medical  Grounds. 


P4^ 

Name. 

1 

Date  of 
Discharge 
bj  Pardon. 

Date  of 

Whence 
received. 

State  of 

Health  when 

receiyed. 

50 

C.  F. 

28 

20  October 

4  June  1856 

Brixton 

Pale,  but  no 

evidence  of 

disease. 

Table  3. — Cases  treated  in  the  Infirmary  for  the  year  1856. 


No. 

Name. 

Disease. 

Remarks. 

CB.       - 

Bronchitis     .... 

Cured.    * 

C.F.      -       .       . 

Haemoptysis          ... 

Pardoned  on  medical 
grounds. 

C.H.      .       .       . 

Phthisis        .... 

Convalescent. 

E.  P.      .       -       - 

Scrofiiloas  Disease  of  Finger  - 

Ampatation ;  cored. 

B.D.      -       -        . 

Secondary  Syphilis 

Cored. 

as.     .  .  -     . 

Hsemoptysis .       -       -       . 

Under  treatment 

B.M.      .       - 

Bronchitis     .... 

Convalescent 

The  above  cases  are  entered  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence. 
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HULK  ESTABLISHMENT. 


REPORT, 

For  the  year  1856,  of  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
made,  as  regards  the  Hulks,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act 
5  Geo.  4.  cap.  84.  and  13  &  14  Vict.  cap.  39. ; — specifying 
their  State  of  Repair ;  the  Behaviour  and  Conduct  of  the 
Officers,  and  of  the  Con\dcts ;  the  Amount  of  the  Earnings 
of  the  Convicts,  and  the  Expense  of  the  Establishment ; 
and  such  other  Matters  relating  to  the  Discipline  and 
Management  thereof  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  or  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  direct. 


Presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  Command  of  Her  Mt^esty,  ^ 

To  THE  Right  Honoubable  Sir  GEORGE  GREY,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 

Sir,  45,  Parliament  Street,  1857. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  our  Report  for  the 
year  1856,  on  the  hulks  in  which  invalid  convicts  are  con- 
fined at  Woolwich,  and  were  so  confined  at  Gosport  up  to 
the  28th  of  October. 

State  of  Repairs. 

The  "Defence^  hulk,  and  the  ** Unit6" hospital  ship  at^Si?^ 
Woolwich  are  in  a  good  state  of  repair,  and  have  not  required 
any  material  outlay  in  the  past  year.  These  ships  were  occu- 
pied up  to  the  month  of  November  by  convicts  employed 
m  the  Royal  Arsenal  and  then  made  over  to  the  Invalid 
Depdt,  who  were  transferred  to  them  from  the  "Stirling 
Castle'*  hulk  and  "Briton"  hospital  ship  at  Gosport.  The 
latter  hulk  was  then  given  over  to  the  dockyard  authorities 
at  Portsmouth,  and  the  "  Stirling  Castle  "  has  been  retained 
for  the  present  for  a  special  service. 

A  A 
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Conduct  of  the  Officers. 

Conductor  Wehave  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  zeal  shown 
theofflcen.  j^y  Captain  Warren,  who  was  promoted  in  May  from  the 
deputy-governorship  of  Millbank  prison,  to  the  charge  of 
the  *•  Stirling  Castle  *  hulk  and  hospital  ship,  on  the  resig- 
nation of  Major  Shaw,  the  then  governor ;  as  well  as  that 
evinced  by  Mr.  Finnic,  who  was  promoted  from  being  a 
chief  warder  at  Millbank  to  the  deputy-governorship  of  the 
"  Stirling  Castle ;"  this  was  a  new  appointment,  and  a 
very  beneficial  one.  We  cannot  pass  over  the  sad  and 
melancholy  murder  of  Mr.  Hope,  the  assistant  surgeon, 
without  recording  the  high  sense  entertained  of  him;  he 
was  most  kind,  attentive,  and  humane,  clever  in  his  profes- 
sion, and  gentle  in  his  treatment  of  the  prisoners.*  The 
general  conduct  of  the  subordinate  officers  and  servants 
throughout  the  year  has  been  favourably  reported  on,  although 
there  have  been  exceptions,  it  having  been  found  necessary 
to  dismiss  at  different  times  no  less  than  eight  assistant  war- 
ders. It  was  also  thought  advisable  to  increase  the  staff  of 
officers,  a  very  useful  and  necessary  measure. 

Number  and  Disposal  of  the  Prisoners. 
Numberand         Remaining  in  confinement,  Ist  of  January  1856     453 

dliposalof  T»        •      J  J      •        xi.  i^o 

thepri-  AiCeceived  dunng  tbe  year  -        -        -   163 

•on«r..  •  g^g 


floners. 


Removed  to  Millbank  Prison  -        -         -     67 

„  Pentonville     „     -        -        -         -      3 


„  Dartmoor        „     -         -        -        -     73 

„  Portsmouth     „     -         -         -         -     16 


Spike  Island,  Cork         -         -         -      2 

Lunatic  Asylum  -        -        -         -      4 

„  County  and  Borough  Prisons         -       2 

Discharged  on  licence       -----  104 

„  on  completion  of  sentence       -        -       2 

„  on  free  pardon       ^        -        -         .       9 

Escapes  ----.---3 

Deaths -     26 

Remaining  t31st  December  1856       .         -         .  285 

596 

Condition  a7id  Treatment  of  the  Prisoners. 
Since  the  appointment  of  the  present  Governor  in  May 
mem'Sfthc  laist,  the  prisoners  have  had  nothing  to  complain  of  in  their 

•  This  gentleman  wat  cruelly  murdered  by  a  convict  in   the  month  of  February  last, 
.  and  the  prisoner  was  subsequently  executed  at  Winchester  county  prison  for  the  crime. 


Condition 
and  troat- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EmphymeHt  of  the  Prisonersy  ffc.  S7l 

general  treatment  or  condition.  Their  complaints  to  the 
Visiting  Director  have  been  investigated,  and  his  opinion 
recorded  in  writing ;  they  have  been  but  very  few,  and  of 
no  account ;  there  has  been  no  impediment  thrown  in  the 
way  of  any  man  who  might  wish  to  see  the  Director. 

Moral  and  Religious  Improvementj  and  School  Education. 

We  are  unable  to  furnish  any  report  on  this  head,  in  con-  JSgJfoS?** 
sequence  of  the   services  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Walpole  having  ISSt^wd 
been  dispensed  with  late  in   the  year,   and   the  Rev.  Mr.  ^^\«*«- 
Blathwa3'te,  who  was  assistant  chaplain  at  Millbank  prison, 
having  been  appointed  chaplain  in  lieu  of  that  gentleman, 
who  only  held  the  oflSce  of  assistant  chaplain. 

Condicct  of  the  Prisoners. 

The  Governor  reports  that,  on  his  taking  charge  of  the  S^p?? 
Convict  Hulk  Establishment  at  Gosport  in  May  last,  he  •^°*''^ 
found  much  discontent  in  existence  among  the  prisoners ; 
that  a  spirit  of  insubordination  prevailed,  and  which 
threatened  at  one  time  to  lead  to  serious  results  ;  but  that 
the  measures  which  were  adopted,  and  sanctioned  by  you,. 
Sir,  had  the  desired  effect ;  and  we  are  most  happy  to  report 
now  that  all  such  feelings  have  disappeared,  the  prisoners 
being  as  orderly  and  respectful,  with  some  few  exceptions, 
as  can  be  expected,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  men  them- 
selves are  suffering  from  the  worst  kind  of  diseases,  and  are 
in  association  in  a  hulk. 

Health  of  the  Prisoners. 
At  the  "  Stirling  Castle  "  hulk  the  number  of  deaths  was  S^.***^ 
23,  and  since  the  removal  of  the  invalids  to  Woolwich,  this  *>««"• 
has  been  increased  by  3,  making  a  total  of  26.     The  par- 
ticulars of  these  deaths,  as  well  as  the  various  diseases  of  the 
body  of  prisoners,  are  all  given  in  the  Medical  Officer's 
annexed  Report. 

Employment  and  Industry  of  the  Prisoners. 
The  employment  of  the  prisoners  of  the  invalid  depdt  has  ^^ft^id 
been  chiefly  confined  to  the  ships,  although  a  few,  about  20,  ISopH?"**' 
were  daily  sent  to  the  Portsmouth  dockyard  to  pick  and  spin  «^««"- 
oakum.     The  remainder  were  employed,  when  allowed  by 
the   Medical  Officer,  in  repairing  clothing,   &c. ;    also  as' 
carpenters,  painters,  cooks,  nurses,  washermen,  and  boatmen. 
The  estimated  value  of  their  labour,  up  to  the   28th  of 
October,  was  1,545/.  18^.  llrf.     This  amount  is  detailed  in 
the  Appendix  attached  to  the  Governor's  report.     Since  the 
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removal  of  the  invalids  to  Woolwich  they  have  not  been 
employed  out  of  the  ships,  the  work  at  the  Royal  Arsenal 
being  of  too  heavy  and  laborious  a  kind  for  this  class  of 
prisoners ;  but  we  are  happy  to  say  that  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  dockvard  authorities,  sanctioned  by  the 
Admiralty,  by  which  the  invalids  are  now  employed  in 
picking  oakum  on  board  ship. 

Expenses. 

The  expenditure  of  the  invalid  hulks  during  the  year, 
exclusive  of  building  materials,  has  been  11,773/.  17^*  2^. 
In  this  sum  is  included  199/«  4^«  7d.  paid  to  convicts  dis- 
charged on  licence  or  otherwise ;  and  is  reduced  by  sundry 
receipts  and  value  of  productive  labour  to  11,475/.  15*.  7\d. 

Oeneral  Observations. 

SSSttlm^  I*^  ^i'l  ^^  ^  source  of  great  gratification  when  the  time 
shall  arrive  for  the  final  abolition  of  the  hulks  as  places  of 
imprisonment  for  convicts;  the  evils  attendant  upon  the 
confinement  of  prisoners  in  ships  have  been  so  oflen  dwelt 
upon,  and  are  so  patent  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  or 
concerned  in  the  management  of  convicts,  that  it  is  mere  waste 
of  time  dwelling  upon  them.  We,  therefore,  look  forward 
with  hope  and  anxiety  to  the  commencement  and  completioa 
of  the  proposed  new  invalid  prison. 

The  number  of  discharges  on  licence  during  the  year  haa 
been  104 ;  making  a  total*  since  September  1853  of  413. 
The  number  of  licences  revoked  (exclusive  of  the  conviction 
of  licence  holders,  which  is  about  an  equal  number,)  amounts 
to  19  during  the  year,  making  a  total,  from  the  commence- 
ment, of  32. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servants, 
J.  Jebb,  Colonel,  R.E., 

Chairman. 
J.  M.  Gambier, 

Director  of  Convict  Prisons. 

*  This  number  does  not  inclade  prisoners  sent  home  from  Bermuda  and  Gibraltar  for 
licence. 
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APPENDIX. 


I. 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


'' Defence,'' Invalid  Hulk,  (late  ''Stirling  Castle") 
Gektliimen,  Gosporty  December  31,  1856. 

In  confonnity  with  the  regulations  of  the  service,  I  have  the  '^'^^^ 
honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  1856.  Governor 

Having  only  taken  over  cliarge  of  the  establishment  for  invalids  at  -Menoe' 
Gosport  in  May  last,  my  Report  will  extend  over  the  interval  only     ^^ 
from  that  date  to  the  present. 

Conduct  of  Officers. — The  conduct  of  the  majority  of  the  subor- 
dinate officers  has  been  commendable,  their  duties  having  been 
zealousljr  and  intelligently  performed;  but  of  some  I  must  report 
that  their  conduct  has  been  far  from  satisfactory.  I  regret  that, 
under  a  sense  of  duty,  I  have  felt  compelled  to  bring  to  your  notice 
at  different  times  no  less  than  eight  assistant  warders,  and  to  recom- 
mend for  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  their  dismissal  from  the 
service.  The  particulars  of  their  offences  have  been  already  before 
you.  You  were  pleased  to  concur  in  my  recommendation,  and  their 
places  were  supplied  by  others. 

Conduct  of  Prisoners. — On  taking  over  charge  I  found  much  dis- 
content in  existence  among  the  prisoners ;  to  what  cause  attributable 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  say.  A  spirit  of  insubordination,  however,  pre- 
vailed, which  threatened  at  first  to  lead  to  serious  results.  One  officer 
was  stabbed  in  the  neck  by  a  convict,  and  other  evil  consequences 
might  have  followed  but  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  my  appeal 
was  answered  for  an  increased  staff  of  officers.  You  also  obtained  a 
warrant  for  me,  authorizing  the  summary  removal  to  other  prisons  of 
the  worst  characters,  both  of  which  measures  were  attended  with  the 
most  favourable  effects.  The  bad  feeling  was,  I  believe,  confined  to 
the  minority,  but  there  is  no  calculating  how  far  it  might  have 
extended  but  for  the  energetic  measures  which,  by  your  sanction,  I 
was  empowered  to  take.  I  am  happy  to  report  that  all  that  feeling 
has  now  entirely  disappeared,  and  that  the  prisoners  confined  at  this 
depot  are  at  present  as  orderly  and  respectful  as  can  be  expected 
under  the  extremely  unfavourable  conditions  in  which  they  are 
placed  in  association  in  a  hulk.  The  conduct  of  prisoners  thus 
situated  must  always  contrast  most  unfavourably  with  that  of  others 
in  regular  prisons,  for  reasons  which  have  been  so  frequently  dwelt 
upon  that  the  fact  is  patent  to  every  one^  and  I  may  be  excused 
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Report  of  from  further  allusion  to  them.     The  number  and  disposal  of  prisoners 

GovOTnor   during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

-iwenco"  Treatment  of  Prisoners. — The  prisoners  have  been  treated  in 
Hulk,  accordance  with  the  regulations^  so  far  as  their  invalid  state  would 
~  admit.  Every  consideration^  consistent  with  their  condition,  has 
been  shown  the  sick ;  no  harshness  or  unfair  treatment  allowed,  but 
firmness,  tempered  by  judicious  kindne^,  inculcated  in  the  officers 
in  charge.  The  prisoners  have  had  every  facility  afforded  them  for 
making  complaints  or  representations  to  me,  or,  if  they  desired  to 
do  so,  to  the  visiting  durector.  I  have  invariably  given  a  patient 
hearing  to  their  statements,  and  no  complaint  has  been  made  which 
has  not  been  carefully  and  fully  investigated.  As  regards  their  food, 
clothing,  and  bedding,  care  has  been  taken  to  give  them  no  ground  of 
complaint,  while  the  regulations  have  not  been  infringed  by  any 
unauthorised  indulgences. 

Employment  of  Prisoners. — The  employment  of  the  prisoners  of 
the  Invalid  Dep6t  has  been  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  ships ;  a 
few  (about  20)  were  sent  daily  (weather  permitting)  to  the  dockyard> 
while  at  Portsmouth,  to  pick  and  spin  oakum,  and  such  of  the 
remainder  as  were  allowed  by  the  medical  officer  to  do  any  work, 
were  occupied,  as  they  were  able,  in  repairing  clothing,  carpenter- 
ing, painting,  AiC.  But  little,  however,  can  be  credited  to  the  score 
of  industry  among  a  class  of  men  whose  ailments  precluded  them 
from  doing  much  more  than  keep  the  ships  clean,  and  their  clothing 
clean  and  in  repair.  The  most  industrious  were  the  cooks,  nurses, 
washermen,  ana  boatmen,  whose  health  permitted  of  their  being  do 
employed.  Since  the  transfer  of  the  dep6t  to  Woolwich  none  cX 
the  prisoners  have  been  employed  out  of  the  ships,  the  work  at  the 
Royal  Arsenal  having  been  found  to  be  too  heavy  for  them,  and  no 
arrangement  having  yet  been  completed  with  the  authorities  of  Her 
Majesty's  dockyard  (similar  to  the  one  in  force  at  Portsmouth)  for 
oakum  picking  and  spinning.  Such  an  arrangement,  however,  will 
probably  be  entered  into  very  shortly. 

Abuses. — I  am  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  abuse. 
Escapes, — Three  prisoners  escaped  in  a  boat  from  the  "  Unit^  ** 
hospital  ship  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd  December,  one  of  whom 
was   recaptured  the   followmg   morning,  as  fully   reported  at  the 
time. 

Transfer  of  the  Invalid  Depdt — On  the  28th  October  the  con- 
victs confined  in  the  **  Stirling  Castle "  and  "  Briton ''  Hulks,  at 
Gosport  (forming  together  the  Invalid  Dep6t),  were,  by  warrant  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transferred  in  a  body  by  railwav  to  Woolwich, 
and  at  once  conveyed  on  board  the  hulks  "  Defence  and  "  Unit^,'* 
the  latter  being  the  hospital  for  the  worst  cases.  No  casualty  what- 
ever occurred  on  the  removal. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  J.  S.  Warben,  Crcvemor. 

of  Convict  Prisons. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ixihour  performed  by  the  Convicts. 


475 


Ko.  1.— AvKiXAL  Statbmeht  of  the  Bemoyal  of  Convicts  to  and  from  the  Report  or 
Invalid  Depot  ("  StirUng  Castle "  and  "  Defence "  HiUks),  between  Q^^J^or- 
the  1st  Jannsrj  1856  and  the  31st  December  1856.  of  the 


RsOtoPTIOH. 

Bemainmg  on  the  Ist  Jannary 

1S56 ,443 

Beo«T«d  firam  IfaibMik  Prison  -    bh 
n  Pentonyille   „      -      4 

„  Portland       „      -      4 

^  Dartmoor      „      -    28 

„  Portsmonth  „      «    14 

M  Gibraltar       „      *      9 

115 

n  •*  Warrior  ••  Hoik-      3 

M  *<  Defence"  Labonr 

Hnlk       .        -      5 

8 


*  Defetnce ' 
Hulk. 


Wakefield  Gaol 

-      9 

Northampton  „ 

-      1 

Beading 

-      1 

11 

With  Beroked 

.lioensea  - 

19 

Total 

596 

DxspdsiL. 

Remoyed  to  Millhank  Prison  «  67 

„         PentonviUe    „  -  3 

„         DartBOOTr     ^  -  73 

„         Portsmouth    ^  -  16 

„         Spike  Island  »  -  2 


161 

4 


„         Lnnatic  As  jhun 

^         Coonty  and  Borongh 

Prisons       ...  2 

Discharged  on  licence        -     .  -  104 
„        on  completion  of  Sen* 

tence    -        -        -      2 
„        on  free  Pardon-        -      9 

115 

Escapes    -        .        -        -        •  3 

Deaths 26 

BemainingSlst  Deoembet  1856    -  285 


Total 


596 


No.  2.— A  Statement  showing  the  Classification  of  the  Invalid  Prisoners 
according  to  Conduct  during  the  Tear  ending  dlst  December  1856. 


Quarter  ending 

V.G. 

G. 

Ind. 

B. 

V3. 

3l8t  March        .       .        .        - 
30th  June                   -^  - 
30di  September  -       -^  .- 
31st  December   .        •        -       . 

127 

106 

93 

114 

198 

118 

90 

157 

11 
5 

11 
5 

6 
5 
6 
2 

1 
4 
6 

Na  3.— Statement  of  Offences  and  Punishments  during  the  Year 
ending  3l8t  December  1856. 


Kumber  of  Offenders 
punished. 


^ 


e 


Total 


ITumber  of  Offsnces  ibr 

whidi  actual  Punishment 

vas  inflicted. 


Total 


It 
1^ 


69 


70 


526 


145 


146 


0'4 

(or  0*1 

percent) 


157 


306*3 


593 
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iie^o'  No.  4. — Abstbact    of  Labour   performed   by  the   Cohvict8  in    the 
GoTflrnor       '^  Stirling  Caatle''  Invalid  Dep^t,  Gosport,  in  the  period  from  the 
-iSSSe"       ^**  January  to  the  28th  October  1856. 
Hulk.      


Kaliire 
of  l&nploynimt. 


Labour  in  Dookyard,  Oakum  1 

picking  and  spinning       -  j 

Carpenterf         .       .       .  . 

Blacksmiths       .       •       •  • 

Shoemakers       •       •        •  • 

Tailors      .       .        -  -  - 

Washers    -       .        -        •  - 

Cooks         

General    prison    laboor,  boat-l 

men,  nurses,  &c.      -        -  j 

Bedmakers         -        -        -  - 

Matmakers         •        •  •  - 

Tinkers     -       -       .  .  - 


Total 


Knmber 

of  Days 

employed 

during  the 

Year. 


550 

440 

860 

1,720 

1,100 

1,548 

14,706 

2S0 
S20 
198 


Yaloe 

of 
Labour. 


a.    d. 


S  6 

S  6 

1  6 

1  6 

1  6 

1  6 

1  8 

1  6 

1  6 

1  6 


Amoonts. 


£    s.    d. 
63    2    5 


68  15 
55  0 
64  10 

129  0 
82  10 

116    2 


919    2  6 

16  10  0 

16  10  0 

14  17  0 


1,545  18  11  . 


Bemacks* 


Statement  showing  the  Expenditure  of  the  Hulk  Establishment,  for 
the  year  ending  31st  March  1857. 

* 
Salaries  of  principal  officers  and  clerks      -  •        - 

Wages  of  subordinate  officers  and  servants 
•Salaries  and  wages  of  manufacturing  or  labour  depart- 
ment       -  -  -  -  -        .  - 

Rations  for  officers,  and  allowances  in  lieu  thereof 
Uniforms  for  officers  and  servants        -  -  - 

Victualling  prisoners        -  -  -  -        - 

Clothing,  &c.  for  prisoners    -  •  "     %       ' 

Bedding  for  prisoners        -        -  -  - 

Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &c.  -  -       - 

Medical  comforts  (extras  for  the  sick) 
Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of  prisoners  on  their 
liberation  -  -  -  -  -        - 

Gratuities  to  convicts    -  -  •  -  - 

Furniture  and  fittings  ... 

Kitchen  utensils,  crockery,  cutlery,  &c 
Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes        -        - 
Buildings,  hulks,  and  ordinary  repairs        -  -        - 

Soap,  securing,  and  cleaning  articles    -  -  - 

Brushes,  brooms,  and  mops        -  ... 

Funeral  expenses,  inquests,  &c.         .  -  - 

Various  small  disbursements        •        -  -  - 

Bent,  rates,  and  taxes        -        -  •  .        • 


£      $. 

d. 

1,693  7 

S 

2,272  16 

2 

0  0 

0 

407  12 

6 

274  9 

2 

2,887  0 

0 

908  4 

6 

102  12 

S 

260  11 

11 

1,160  8 

ir 

281  17 

6 

199  4 

7 

45  11 

10 

29  1 

0 

641  14 

2 

145  14 

2 

48  3 

11 

19  6 

9 

48  12 

8 

277  7 

5f 

176  14 

6 

Total      .  .  .  ;€11,919  11     4j^ 

Deduct — Amount  of  sundry  receipts  and  value  of 

productive  labour       -  -  -         -  298     1     7 


Net  expenditure 


j£n,621     9    9^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Hulk  Establishment  (Appendix).  377 


II. 


BEPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  ^'  STIRLING 
CASTLE^  HULK  AT  PORTSMOUTR 


"  StirUnff  Castle  ^  Hulk,      t£^^ 
Gentlemen,  January  1, 1857,  ^^°'. 

I  HATE  the  honour,  in  compliance  with  your  instradions,  to   "^^<i^ 
forward  the  usual  annual  medical  Report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of     Huik ' 
the  Convict  Hulk  establishment  at  this  port,  which,  however,  in  this      ' 
instance,  does  not  include  occurrences  for  the  entire  year,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  removal  of  the  prisimers  to  Woolwich,  which  took 
place  on  the  28th  of  October  last. 

With  reference  to  the  amount  and  cnaracter  of  disease,  I  must  beg 
to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed  tabular  forms,  marked  No.  1  and  2, 
which,  however,  will  not  be  found  to  diflfer  very  materially  (this  being 
an  invalid  dep6t),  from  the  statistical  returns  of  former  years,  the  type 
of  disease  of  last  year  being  more  or  less  continued  through  this,  to  the 
final  removal  of  the  entire  establishment,  and  consisting  chiefly  of 
paralytic  and  epileptic  affections  in  their  various  shades  of  intensity, 
pulmonary  complaints,  functional  derangements  of  the  heart  and 
digestive  organs;  the  sufferers  bein^  seldom  brought  here  for  admis- 
sion till  far  advanced  in  disease,  which  often  precluded  the  hope  of 
cure  or  permanent  benefit,  especially  with  the  more  aged,  but  requir- 
ing, however,  no  ordinary  degree  of  attention  and  care  to  alleviate 
the  urgency  of  the  symptoms  and  to  render  the  men,  if  possible,  capa- 
ble of  some  kind  of  labour  ;  it  being  highly  essential  and  positively 
necessary  that  the  mind  should  be  properly  employed,  in  so  large  a 
body  of  evil  disposed  beings  in  association,  especially  on  board  ship, 
vrhere  also  prisoners  from  abroad  were  received,  a  class  of  men  always 
discontented  at  their  unavoidable  detention,  and  dissatisfied  at  not 
being  allowed  the  scale  of  diet  they  had  been  accustomed  to,  and  the 
use  of  tobacco,  of  which  article  they  invariably  brought  home  large 
quantities. 

Out  of  the  number  of  convicts  remaining  on  the  31st  of  December 
1855,  and  of  those  since  admitted,  23  died  from  natural  causes,  the 
greatest  mortality  being,  as  usual,  from  chest  diseases,  the  post-mortem 
ez&mination  in  every  instance  revealing  great  structured  decay,  and 
quite  sufficient  to  account  for  death. 

Another  loss  of  life  arose  from  drowning,  the  suicide  being  a  person 
of  low  and  weak  intellect;  and  some  few  feigned  attempts  at  self- 
destruction  were  perpetrated,  all  being  officially  reported  at  the 
^e. 
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K«port  of       It  was  deemed  advisable    to  remove  four  declared  lunatics  to 

Officer  of  Bethlem  for  safer  custody;    and  eleven  prisoners  labouring  under 

*  strung   various  mortal  diseases  were  pardoned,  on  medical  recommendation 

^^*J*     to  the  Secretary  of  State.      Others  again,  who  had  sufficiently  reco- 

—      vered  in  health  for  the  perfoimance  of  labour,  were  transferred  to 

Portsmouth  and  Dartmoor,  there  being  no  kind  of  suitable  work  or 

employ  attached  to  the  I)ep6t,  beyond  cleaning  ship,  washing  and 

mending  clothes,  and  piokinff  oakum  at  the  dock-yard;  the  latter 

(Dccupation  being  at  such  a  distance  &om  the  Hulks»  that  in  the 

winter  season  and  stormy  weather  it  was  not  considered  prudent 

to  send  the  men. 

Accidents  of  any' serious  nature  were  not  many ;  the  most  impor-* 
tant  was  a  case  of  comminuted  fracture  of  the  elbow  joint,  demand- 
ing excision,  which,  with  other  minor  surgical  operations,  did  welL 

The  moral  condition  of  the  prisoners  generally  was  extremely  low 
and  desperate,  and  their  conduct  at  times  most  violent,  over  which 
the  officers  apparently  had  no  control,  which  subjected  the  medical 
attendant  to  constant  anxiety,  if  not  to  imminent  danger. 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  Mr.  Hope,  the  assistant  surgeon, 
was  cruelly  murdered  by  an  assassin,  and  in  the  following  month  of 
June,  a  warder  nearly  lost  his  life  from  a  wound  infficted  in  the 
throat  by  another  prisoner,  with  intent  to  murder. 

The  established  scale  of  rations  for  the  convicts  (but  compkined 
of)  was,  I  consider,  very  ample,  and  with  some  few  exceptions,  of 
excellent  quality,  bread  and  potatoes  being  the  only  exceptions. 

The  extras,  consisting  of  wine,  brandy,  &c.,  had  been  at  all  times 
too  abundantly  supplied,  I  therefore  deemed.it  advisable  to  confidder- 
ably  reduce  the  quantities,  and  to  withhold  its  issue  altogether  when 
not  needed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

Jno,  W.  Bowler,  Surgeon,  K.N., 
and  Head  Officer. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons. 
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Table  No-  1. 

GsNSBAL  Bbtubk  of  Sick  Prisoners  in  the  Convict  Invafid  Dep6t  at 
Portsmouth,  between  January  1  and  October  28,  1856. 


Ueport  or 

the  Medical 

Officer  of 

the 

"Stirlintf 

Castle  n 

Hulk. 


1 

Dlseasei. 

s 

t 

1 

9  _. 

1 

> 

•a  ** 

1 

i 

o  «4 

II 

"So 

\ 

I 

. 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

Epflepda     -           -           -           •           - 

21 

4 

25 

- 

- 

- 

4 

21 

Mental  diBeaaes        -           -           ♦           - 

5 

6 

11 

3 

- 

4 

2 

» 

Pknlyaia     -           -           ^           - 

9 

4 

10 

- 

m- 

— 

2 

8 

A«t^if>^       -            -            -^            '            » 

6 

3 

9 

- 

— 

- 

4 

Bronchitis  -            -            -     .       , 

19 

« 

25 

1 

«. 

— 

8 

16 

25 

%i 

46 

18 

6 

. 

2 

25 

HflemopQrsia            -            ^            ?            * 

1 

X 

2 

- 

•• 

- 

2 

DiarrfacHi  and  dyaenteria     -            <.           - 

16 

- 

16 

- 

* 

- 

10 

Hematemeaia           -            -           *            - 

3        -1 

3 

- 

* 

- 

2 

Hepatitis     -           -           -            *            - 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dyspepsia    -           -           -           *           - 

8 

2 

5 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Pleuritis      - 

- 

2 

2 

— 

- 

~ 

2 

Morbus  cordis         .           .           •           . 

13 

5 

18 

2 

2 

- 

3 

11 

12 

4 

16. 

- 

~ 

~ 

9 

Scrofala      -           .           -           •           - 

16 

2 

18 

1 

1 

_ 

8 

Ophthalmia             .           ^           .           • 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Cataract  and  blindness         .            *            . 

4 

2 

6 

. 

- 

- 

1 

Defonned  and  cripples         -            .           - 

5 

13 

18 

- 

- 

-^ 

4 

14 

General  debiHty  and  aged    - 

107 

15 

122 

1 

- 

- 

43 

78 

Hernia         -           -           -            -            - 

10 

1 

11 

~ 

— 

_ 

2 

Catarrhos    -           -           -           *           - 

- 

2 

2 

*   - 

- 

- 

2 

Strictora     -           -           •           ^           • 

d 

4 

7 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

- 

. 

- 

- 

Tomoors     -           -           -           •           - 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Oariese  of  bone  and  necrosis 

. 

6 

6 

2 

1 

~ 

1 

j» 

nstnb        .           .           -           .^           . 

10 

1 

11 

. 

- 

- 

8 

8 

Abscess 

19 

8 

22 

1 

~ 

. 

6 

15 

Ulcers         -           .           -           .           . 

11 

1 

12 

~ 

1 

. 

4 

Shins 

» 

1 

1 

- 

- 

. 

1 

- 

Porriflo       .           -           •           -           - 

8 

- 

8 

~ 

«. 

— 

8 

- 

Inrabds  from  abroad  on  licence 

105 

1- 

105 

- 

_ 

~ 

106 

- 

Diseaaes  not  specified          ^           •           . 

18 

11 

24 

. 

- 

- 

9 

15 

- 

1 

1 

- 

• 

- 

1 

- 

Total 

448 

121 

564 

24 

11 

4 

258 

267 
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Tabls  No.  2. 
Beport  of  An  ABSTRACT  of  the  DISEASES  of  PATIENTS  remaininff  and  admitted  into 

thefiedical         •        —  .     ,    ^.  .  -.  .     .         o         _ 

Offleerof 
the 

Hulk. 


the  ^'Briton'*  Hospital  Ship  at  Portsmouth,  between  Januarj  1,  and 
October  28,  1856. 


Diflctsei* 


1.  Febrile  and  cataneoos.*- 

Febrical      - 
Herpes 
Lupos 

Fenmonla    • 
Sycofis       • 


Lepra 
Porrigo 
Opht£idmia 
Furpora 


2.  Nervovs  and  mental  >-> 

Amaorosia  - 
Cataract 

HypochcmdriaslB     - 
Morbus  Ck>rdis 
Palpitatio    - 
PanUjsis ,  - 
Fleuntis 
Vertigo 
Low  intellect 
Congestion  of  brain 
Epilepsia     -  • 

3.  Diseases  of  the  chest:^- 

Catarrhons 

Bronchitis  - 

Pneumonia  - 

Phthisis 

Asthma 

Hemoptysis 

Hsmatemesia 

Fleuritis 

Tassis 


4.  Diseases  of  the  abdomen:— 

Diarrhoea  and  dysenteria  - 

Anarsaca    -  -  - 

Fistula        .  -  - 

Hsmorrhoides 

Hepatitis     -  -  - 

Cystitis       .  •  - 

Carried  fiyrward 


4 
8 
2 
20 
S 
2 

1 
2 


3 

7 

1 

11 

2 
1 

1 
1 


i 


1 

1 

12 


It 


II. 

as 


4 
6 
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Report  of 
the  If  edi 


Diseues. 


Broogbl  forward    - 

ff.  Diseases  of  the  urinarj  organs:- 

Diabitis       ... 
Dysaria       .  -  - 

Strictara      ... 

6.  Diseases  of  nutrition: — 

General  debility 

Dyspepsia   -  -           - 

Kheuniatism 

Struma        -  -            - 

Tricbasis     -  -            - 

Confirmed  invalids  •> 

Coxalgia      -  -            - 

7.  Other  diseases  and  injuries: — 

Abscess       -  -  - 

Cripples       -  -  - 

Caries  and  necrosis  - 
Lnxatio  hnmeris 
Periostitis    -  -  - 

Sinus  ... 

Tumours     ... 
iJlcus  -  .  - 

Yulnus        -  .  - 

Spinal  disease 

Total     - 


ns 


13 

2 
6 


94 


10 

1 
4 
3 
I 
7 
1 


129 


14 
1 

5 
3 

1 
2 


125 


23 


the  Medical 
OfBoer  of 
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OMtS^ 

o  9.  Hulk. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

DIRECTORS   OF   CONVICT    PRISONS 

IN  IRELAND, 

UNDER  17  &  18  VIC,  CAP.  76. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HON.  EDWARD  HORSMAN,  M.P., 
CHIEF  SECRETARY  FOR  IRELAND. 

Government  Prisons*  Office,  Dublin  Castle, 
Marcli,  1857. 

Sir, 

In  nccordance  witli  the  provisions  of  the  Act  17  &  Report. 
18  Vict.,  cap.  76,  we  beg  to  submit  our  Annual  Report 
on  the  state  of  the  Convict  Prisons  in  Ireland  for  1856. 
The  ordinary  reports  of  the  Governors,  Chaplains, 
Medical  Officers,  and  Schoolmasters,  are  appended  in 
the  usual  manner. 

Accommodation. 

The  accommodation  for  convicts  in  the  Government  Accoinmoda- 
Prisons  on  the  1st  JJlnuary,  1857,  may  be  estimated  as^ 
amounting  to  3,486. 

GoVEBNMEliT  PbISONS. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Uamber  in  custody  on  the  Ist  January,  1857,    1,971  ,     643  2,614 

Accommodation  on  Ist  January,  1857,        .    2,750  736  3,486 

County  and  City  Gaols. 

Males.     Females.      Total. 
Number  in  custody  on  1st  January,  1857,      .     25  137  162 

Gross  Total  of  Convicts  in  Ireland,  2,776. 

Number  of  Convicts  Sentenced  during  the  Year  1856. 

TlUNSPORTATlON.  |  PkNAL  SERVITUDE. 

10  years  (passed  in  error)    .     2     |       4  years,         .         .         .271 
14  and  15  y<nir.s,         .         .  32     !       6  years  and  above  4,      •       48 


tion. 


Life, 16 


Total,        .         .         .50 


10  years  and  above  6,      .       18 


Life. 


^ 


Total,      .         .        .339 
Gross  Total  of  Convicts  sentenced  in  Ireland  in  1856,     .     389 

Note. — A  number  of  male  and  female  convicts  were,  on  the  1st 
January,  1857,  in  the  course  of  removal  to  the  Convict  Establishments. 
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Disposal  of  Convicts. 

IHipond  of  Removed  to  Bermuda,  per  ship  "  Norman  Morrison,"  .        .     100 

Convicts.  Discharged  uncoBditionally,      .         .         .         .         .         .744 

Ditto       on  petition,  sentences  having  been  commuted,  .       14 
Released  on  "  Orders  of  Licence," 349* 

Total,         .  1,207 

Employment. 

c^vrctT'*"***^  "^^^  ^^^  convicts  have  been  employed  as  follows, 
viz.: — 

At  Spike  Island  on  works  under  the  Royal  Engineer 
Department  connected  with  the  fortifications  at  that 
station  (masonry,  earthwork,  quarrying,  &c.,  &c.),  and 
under  the  same  department  at  Forts  Camden  and  Car- 
lisle, at  the  entrance  to  the  Harbour,  and  at  Queens- 
town  ;  also  at  Haulbowline,  under  the  Naval  Depart- 
ment, and  in  various  works  requisite  for  the  repairs,  &c., 
of  the  prison  buildings  at  Spike  Island. 

At  Philipstown  a  portion  of  the  convicts  confined 
there  have  been  employed  in  new  buildings  and  altera- 
tions necessary  towards  the  comi)letion  of  that  invalid 
establislnnent. 

The  above  comprise  tlie  works  tliat  may  be  called 
"  Public  Works,"  in  which  the  convicts  have  been  em- 
ployed during  the  past  jear.  The  completion,  now 
nearly  effected,  of  iron  huts  at  Forts  Camden  and  Car- 
lisle, will  admit  of  the  employment  of  a  considerable 
additional  number  of  able-bodied  convicts  at  those  sta- 
tions during  the  present  }'o?u' ;  and  it  is  intended  also 
to  employ  a  small  number  (pro])ably  under  100),  ac- 
commodated in  similar  huts  at  Lusk  Common,  in  pre- 
paring the  site,  &c.,  for  the  Juvenile  Prison  authorized 
to  be  there  erected. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  some  means  should  be 
adopted  of  measuring  and  recording  the  amount  of 
labour  performed  by  the  convicts  on  the  Public  Works; 
but  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  devising  any  accu- 
rate mode  of  accomplishing  this  object,  so  much  of  the 
labour  is  expended  in  hauling  carts  at  Spike  Island,  and 
other  .work  not  capable  of  being  accurately  measured. 

At  Philipstown  the  purchase  of  some  land  adjoining 
the  prison,  which  has  been  authorized,  and  is  likely  soon 
to  be  completed,  will  afford  additional  means  of  employ- 

*  Five  of  these  licences  have  been  subsequently  revoked. 
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ment  in  its  cultivation,  &c,,  for  a  class  of  convicts  not 
altogether  suited  for  heavy  labour  on  the  Public  AYorks. 

At  the  other  Convict  Prisons,  and  partly  at  the  above 
establishments,  the  remaining  convicts  have  been  em- 
ployed at  suitable  in-door  trades,  such  as  weaving,  shoe- 
making,  tailoring,  &c.,  and  in  washing  clothes,  cooking, 
baking,  cleaning,  &c.,  for  the  different  prisons. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  wns  considered 
both  convenient  and  advantageous  in  point  of  economy 
to  withdraw  from  Spike  Iskind  all  in-door  tradesmen, 
such  as  tailors,  shoemakers,  i&c,  except  a  sufficient 
number  to  carry  on  the  requisite  repairs  of  clothing, 
&c.,  for  that  prison,  and  thus  to  make  the  station,  as 
far  as  possible,  one  exclusively  for  able-bodied  convicts 
capable  of  effective  labour  upon  Public  Works. 

The  tradesmen  who  were  invahds,  or  had  passed 
through  the  usual  stage  of  separate  confinement,  have 
thus  been  collected  at  Philipstown,  where  the  manufac- 
turing can  be  cariied  on  with  better  eiTect,  from  being 
all  under  the  supervision  of  officers  duly  qualified  to 
instruct  the  prisoners  and  to  regulate  their  work. 

Generally  speaking,  the  indu^stry  of  the  convicts  has 
been  very  sati>factory,  especially  of  those  in  the  inter- 
mediate sta^fxes  at  Smithfield  and  at  Forts  Camden  and 
Carlisle.  Tlie  record  of  industry  being  known  to  effect 
their  progress  in  the  advantages  of  classiiicjriif oi,  has  been 
a  constant  stimulus,  which  Ave  lK)pe  will  become  still 
more  powerful  with  the  men  now  under  sentence  of 
penal  servitude,  when  we  are  enabled  to  place  before 
them  some  more  tangible  reward  than  is  afforded  by  the 
mere  increase  of  earnings  consecpient  on  their  attaining 
higher  classification. 

At  Philipstown  the  movable  iron  prison  for  the  ac- Additions, 
commodation  of  250  prisoners  in  separate  sleeping  cells,  '^ 
has  been  completed  and  occupied,  and  promises  to  work 
satisfactorily.  The  alteiations  in  the  old  gaol  have  been 
effected,  chiefly  by  convict  labour,  and  excellent  ceUu-r 
lar  accommodation  has  thus  been  obtained  in  an  old 
buildhig  previously  unsuited  from  its  inconvenient  inter- 
nal arrangements,  ibr  either  the  satisfactory  separation 
of  prisoners  or  any  sufficient  supervi^pn  of  .them  in  a 
state  of  dissociation. 

A  large  cook-house,  lamidry,  nnd  bakery  have  beex^ 
constructed  (in  brickwork)  at  tUia  station,  iand  nearly 
completed,  entiijely  l^y  convict  l^hpn^;  andjyariousj'  e^tJ&r^ 
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atious  and  iinproveiiieiits  effected  in  yards,  workshops, 
&c.,  connected  with  the  prison. 

At  Forts  Camden  and  Carlisle  six  movable  iron  huts, 
each  capable  of  containing  50  ])risoners,  have  been  erected 
by  contract  labour  under  thcBoardof  Works,  and  are  now 
nearly  completed,  and  will  accommodate,  if  required,  200 
additional  convicts  at  the  former,  and  100  at  the  latter 
station. 

At  Lusk  Common  two  movable  iron  huts  have  also 
been  erected  by  contract  under  the  Board  of  Works, 
capable  of  acconunodating  about  100  men  (50  in  each), 
whom,  as  already  mentioned,  it  is  intended  to  employ- 
there  in  preparations  for  the  site  of  the  new  Juvenile 
Prison. 

At  Mountjoy  Prison  a  very  effective  alteration  has 
been  made  in  the  part  of  the  establishment  hitherto 
used  as  the  chapel,  by  which  a  schoolroom  of  equal  area 
^vith  the  floor  of  the  chapel  has  been  obtained,  without 
diminishing  the  accommodation  of  the  latter.  This  work 
(which  is  nearly  completed),  has  been  executed  under 
the  Hoard  of  A\  orks  ;  and  the  object  has  been  attained 
by  removing  the  enclosed  seats,  which  rose  in  successive 
tiers,  and  throwing  a  floor  across,  thus  dividing  the 
building  into  two  stories. 

Some  alterations  were  necessary  to  fit  Newgate  Prison 
for  the  reception  of  female  convicts  (it  being  no  longer 
required  for  males),  but  they  have  not  been  to  any  great 
extent,  and  are  now  completed. 

The  works  at  Cork  Female  Prison  have  been  confined 
(as  the  establishment  is  merely  a  temporary  one)  to  pro- 
viding suitable  chapel  accommodation  for  the  prisoners, 
both  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic,  the  improvement 
of  X\\^  sewerage,  and  such  rei)airs  as  were  found  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  with  reference  to  the  probable  tenii 
of  ?(^  occupation. 

''  Tli(^  ^dt^iduct  of  the  prisoners  generally  is  shown,  by 
th^  diiAiivfehM  number  of  ofl'ences  committed  by  pri- 
idttei^'dn  the  public  works,  to  have  considerably  im- 
jirdV'ed  as  (iom[)ared  with  previous  years.  It  is  satis- 
fi[(Abr5^tci  know  that  this  diminution  has  not  arisen  from 
^if  |*)i*{ictice,  on  th6  pdrt  of  the  subordinate  officers,  of 
overlooking  or  not  reporting  offences.  The  rules  re- 
^(lir[i  that  "*  no  officer  or  servant,  on  unv  pretence  Avhat- 
*^  sbever,  through  fevour  or  mistaken  notions  of  kindness, 
" j^iatUfrtil  to' make- an imtnedlat^ Vejiort  to'tlio<jovcrnor 
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"  of  any  misconduct  or  wilful  disobedience  of  the  prison 
"  regulations ;"  and  it  is  only  by  a  strict  enforcement 
of  this  regulation  that  any  steady  system  of  combined 
rewards  and  punishments  can  be  thoroughly  carried  out. 

There  have  been,  unhappily,  some  isolated  instances 
of  violent  and  revengeful  assaults  by  convicts  on  prison 
officers  and  fellow-prisoners  during  the  past  twelve 
months  ;  one  of  which,  at  Spike  Island,  in  the  month  of 
September,  terminated  fatally  for  the  officer  assaulted. 
In  this  case  several  prisoners  were  ascertained  to  be 
implicated  with  the  convict  accused  of  striking  the  fatal 
blow,  and  have  been  committed  for  trial  at  the  next 
Assizes,  for  the  murder,  which  appears  to  have  been  de- 
liberate,  and  prompted  by  revenge.  In  this  case  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  sanctioned  the  grant  of  an 
annuity  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased  prison  officer. 
Few  of  the  other  cases  of  assault  appear  to  have  ori- 
ginated in  any  combination  of  even  a  small  number  of 
prisoners,  while  in  many  of  them  effiictive  assistance  has 
been  rendered  by  other  con\dcts  to  the  officer  attacked. 

The  progressive  classification  and  consequent  attain- 
ment of  higher  rates  of  gratuity  and  other  advantages, 
according  to  conduct  and  industry,  recorded  and  denoted 
by  tiie  established  badges,  continue  in  general  to  have 
an  excellent  effect ;  and  we  hope  to  be  authorized  to 
bring  the  system  into  more  direct  application  to  the 
cases  of  penal  servitude  prisoners  during  the  present 
year.  Hitherto,  the  fixed  period  of  duration  of  sentences 
of  this  class  of  prisoners  has  placed  them  in  a  different 
position  from  tlieir  fellow-prisoners  under  sentence  of 
transportation,  and  the  actual  reward  attainable  by 
them  has  been  limited  to  the  prospect  of  acquiring  a 
large  amount  of  gratuity  or  earnings  at  the  termination 
of  their  sentence.  AVhen,  from  misconduct,  this  hope 
is  lost  to  them,  the  badge  becomes  of  little  value  in 
their  eyes,  and  the  fear  of  present  punishment  their 
only  remaining  motive  of  conduct. 

The  more  strict  enforcement  of  discipline  has  led  to  Diwipiii 
the  collection  at  Mountjoy  Prison  of  a  number  of  badly 
conducted  prisoners  returned  to  separate  confinement 
as  having  proved  themselves  unfit  for  association  at 
Spike  Island  and  Philipstown ;  and  this  class  of  convicts 
(denominated  the  Penal  Class  in  the  former  prison)  has 
been  the  cause  of  some  trouble  to  the  authorities,  fi'om 
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their  recklessness  and  unsubmissiveness  to  discipline.  It 
is  actually  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  tliis  means  of 
preventing  the  evil  example  of  such  characters  from  pro- 
ducing: serious  bad  eifects  amono;  the  convicts  associated 
on  public  works,  wliile  at  the  same  time  the  delinquent 
is  visited  with  a  S(^vcre  punishment,  and  jriven  the  op- 
portunity of  reflection  on  the  consequences  brought  on 
himself  by  his  misconduct ;  on  the  wliole,  however,  there 
has  been  reason  for  satisfaction  at  the  number  of  pri- 
soners of  this  troublesome  description  not  being  greater 
than  it  has  proved  to  be. 
Conduct  of  the      It  has  bccu  necessiiry  diu'ing  the  year  to  discharge  se- 

Subordijiate  i      .oi  r  j.\  •    x  *"  i         •  J 

oiiicers.  veral  omcers  Irom  the  convict  service,  as  having  proved 

themselves  unfitted  for  the  arduous  and  responsible 
duties  of  prison  officers.  Tiiis  is  to  be  expected  in  a  ser- 
vice in  whicli  the  qualifications  are  to  a  certain  extent 
peculiar,  and  in  which,  therefore,  it  is  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  decide,  without  actual  experience  (what- 
ever may  have  l)een  a  man's  antecedents),  whether  he 
will  eventually  become  fit  for  the  duties.  An  extraor- 
dinaiy  degree  of  intelUgence  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
in  a  disciphne  oilicer  of  a  convict  prison  ;  but  good 
temper  and  a  fair  degree  of  discretion,  combined  with 
strict  moral  habits  and  quiet  firmness  of  character,  are 
qualifications  without  which  he  cannot  succeed  in  the 
discharge  of  liis  duties;  and  as  the  want  of  them  is  sure, 
sooner  or  later,  to  bring  discredit  on  any  person  in- 
trusted with  the  charge  of  convicts,  as  well  as  injury  to 
the  service  itself,  it  becomes  actually  necessary  not  to 
overlook  such  deficiencies,  whatever  goo(J  qualities  may 
otherwise  be  possessed  by  a  person  whose  fitness  for  such 
duties  is  under  consideration. 

It  gives  us  great  satisfaction  to  report,  that  the 
general  body  of  oflB^cers  in  the  different  prisons  have 
steadily  persevered  in  a  zealous  and  eflficient  discharge 
of  their  duties,  and  supported  our  efforts  to  establish  a 
just  and  fair  course  of  discipline,  and  a  conviction  in  the 
mind  of  the  prisoners  that  their  own  advantage  and 
improvement  is  cared  for  as  well  as  the  infliction  of  the 
punishment  awarded  by  their  sentence. 

Female  Wc  liavc  cndcavoured,  during  the  past  year,  to  carry 

out  the  system  approved  by  the  Government,  as  well  as 
our  imperfect  accommodation  in  the  temporary  female 
convict  depots  of  Cork  and  Grangegorman  would  permit. 


Convicts. 
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In  Grangegorman,  the  limited  number  of  cells  (76)  Gimngegor 
prevents  separation  being  carried  out  to  the  extent  that 
would  be  desirable.  This  very  serious  defect  is,  how- 
ever, remedied  as  far  as  possible  by  a  judicious  classifi- 
cation of  the  convicts,  as  well  as  by  the  allocation  of 
Newgate  Prison,  now  no  longer  required  for  male  con-  Newgate, 
victs,  and  containing  cellular  accommodation  for  62,  as 
an  auxiliary  to  Grangegorman;  within  the  past  few  days, 
newly  convicted  prisoners  have  been  moved  from  the 
county  gaols  to  this  depot,  and  placed  under  the  charge 
of  a  principal  Matron  ;  they  will  be  here  detained  in 
strict  separation,  and  as  we  anticipate  with  the  most 
satisfactory  results. 

The  accommodation  at  Cork  Temporary  Female  Con-  Cork, 
vict  Depot  being  more  extensive,  we  have  there  been 
better  able  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  separation  and 
classification ;  we  hope,  however,  in  the  course  of  another  ' 

year  to  occupy  the  new  female  ])rison  at  Mountjoy,  and 
establish  a  more  perfect  an(J  uniform  course  of  discipline. 
During  the  four  months'  sepai'ation  to  which  all  newly 
convicted  female  prisoners  are  submitted  after  their 
arrival  at  the  depot,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chaplains, 
Schoolmistresses,  and  all  ofiicers,  to  endeavour  to  awaken 
right  feelings  in  their  minds,  and  inculcate  habits  of  self- 
control.  After  the  probationary  period,  prisoners  are 
employed  in  industrial  works,  and  at  school  in  classes, 
and  are  promoted  according  to  merit.  The  system 
of  badges  and  gratuities,  as  fully  explained  in  our 
Report  for  1855,  still  continues  to  be  a  powerful  in- 
centive to  good,  and  is  appreciated  by  both  officers  and 
prisoners. 

The  schools  are  now  all  under  the  care  of  teachers  Scbooii. 
trained  by  the  National  Board  of  Education,  and  continue 
to  produce  vers^  satisfactory  effects  ;  the  same  desire  to 
learn  is  evinced  by  the  prisoners,  and  active  zeal  to  im- 
part instruction  by  the  Schoolmistresses.  On  this  sub- 
ject the  Superintendent  of  Cork  says : — ''  The  prisoners 
*'  arrive  in  the  prison  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
"  grossly  ignorant,  but  already  many  can  read  and  write  ' 
"fairly;  and  some  who  on  entering  did  not  know  the 
"  alphabet,  are  now  capable  of  acting  as  monitresses;  some 
"  who  entered  four  months  since,  entirely  ignorant,  have 
"  by  their  own  efforts  in  the  probationary  cells,  brought 
"  themselves  on  to  spelling  and  reading.'* 
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This  is  corroborated  by  the  Chaplains  and  School- 
mistresses, Avho  testify  to  the  undeviating  attention  of 
the  prisoners  during  school  hours,  and  the  anxiety 
of  both  old  and  young  to  learn.  We  also  have  the  te:?- 
tiraony  of  our  Chaplains  to  the  good  effects  of  the  moral 
and  religious  training  to  which  the  prisoners  are  sub- 
jected. 

!Mrs.  Rawlins,  the  Superintendent  of  Grangegorman, 
reports  the  satisfactory  conduct  of  the  convicts  while  in 
prison,  and  on  reference  to  those  sent  to  the  refuges  she 
states: — "  Of  those  sent  to  the  reformatories,  the  most 
"  satisfactory  accounts  have  been  received  of  their  good 
"  conduct  and  industry.  From  thence  many  have  been 
"  placed  in  situations  where  they  are  respectably  and 
"  honestly  earning  their  livelihood  ;  others  have  been 
"  sent  home  to  friends  willing  to  receive  them,  and  no 
'  "  instance  has  occurred  to  my  knowledge  of  any  of  them 

"  going  astray." 
Employment        j^  our  last  Anuual  RcDort,  we  stated  our  opinion  that 

for  discrutrged      ^.,..  ,  /«»ti/»t  iti» 

Female  laciuties  must  bc  aflorded  lor  tlie  gradual  absorption  mto 

the  community  of  the  well-disposed,  considering  that 
respectable  persons  would  object  to  receive  as  domestic 
servants  females  discharged  from  prison  without  a 
stronger  guarantee  and  proof  of  their  real  and  permanent 
reformation  than  would  be  afforded  by  a  prison  character, 
or  by  a  Government  institution,  which,  how^ever  well 
managed,  could  only  answer  as  a  refuge,  and  would  pro- 
bably never  be  trusted  by  employers  as  a  sufficient  gua- 
rantee by  w^hich  female  convicts  might  be  safely  brought 
back  into  society.  The  public  mind  requires  reformation 
to  be  tested,  and  must  feel  satisfied  wath  the  efficiency 
of  the  test.  The  individual  must  be  released  from  com- 
pulsory discipline  and  allowed  sufficient  liberty  of  action 
to  show  what  change  has  been  effected  in  her  character. 
For  this  reason  we  proposed  that  female  convicts  whose 
conduct  had  been  satisfactoiy,  should  be  drafted  into 
existing  private  charitable  institutions,  supported  by 
voluntary  subscription,  w^here  the  disposition  of  each 
inmate  w'ould  be  studied,  and  the  certificate  of  character, 
founded  on  that  study,  considered  sufficiently  satisfactory 
to  obtain  her  employment;  the  prisoners  in  all  such 
institutions  to  be  under  the  supervision  and  inspection 
of  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons. 
The  existing  charitable  institutions  of  Dublin  w^ere  so 
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crowded,  that  we  found  great  delay  and  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing accommodation  for  the  numbers  eligible.  The 
Lady  ratronesses  of  the  Protestant  Refuges  on  Harcourt- 
road,  Dublin,  and  Blackrock-road,  Cork,  kindly  seconded 
our  views,  by  taking  the  Church  of  England  and  Pres- 
byterian convicts,  some  of  whom  are  now  in  respectable 
situations  as  servants  ;  but  the  great  majority  being 
Roman  Catholics,  we  found  much  difficulty  in  obtaining 
admission  for  them  in  the  already  crowded  asylums  of 
Dublin.  The  Ladies  of  the  Refuge  of  Mercy,  Golden- 
bridge,  felt  themselves  justified  to  take  at  first  a  limited 
number;  but  when  the  suc<:essful  result  of  their  exertions 
became  evident,  they  decided  on  devoting  the  entire 
accommodation  at  their  disposal  for  the  promotion  of 
the  object  we  have  in  view,  and  have  recently  made 
additions  to  their  institution.  The  lady  managers  en- 
deavour to  procure  situations,  or  otherwise  provide  for 
the  inmates,  and  as  yet  have  been  most  successful  in  so 
doing,  those  who  have  passed  through  the  establishment 
having  either  been  reconciled  to  their  friends  (if  respect- 
able) through  their  intervention,  or  placed  in  situations 
as  servants  when  their  conduct  justified  their  recom- 
mendation ;  52  women  have  been  placed  in  refuges 
during  the  past  year,  and  from  thence  30  have  been 
absorbed  into  the  community^  and  in  no  case  has  the 
slightest  suspicion  attached  to  the  character  of  any  since 
their  release;  some  have  obtained  a  respectable  position 
as  servants,  with  ih^  good  opinion  of  their  employers. 
The  residences  of  all  these  persons  are  known,  and  as  they 
are  in  constant  communication  with  the  managers  of  the 
refuge,  and  the  information  positive  in  all  cases,  too  high 
a  value  can  scarcely  be  placed  on  the  statistics.  Among 
these  may  be  found  some  who  have  a  long  list  of  former 
convictions,  showing  that  this  fact  must  not  always  be 
taken  as  an  indication  of  irreformability.  We  are  assured 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  placing  the  remainder 
in  situations  to  earn  an  honest  livelihood,  should  expe- 
rience prove  the  managers  to  be  justified  in  recommend- 
ing them.  They  have  represented  to  us  the  very  great 
aid  to  their  reformatory  eflfbiis  that  would  accrue 
through  the  deportation  to  a  colony  of  convict  women  on 
licence,  in  this  stage  of  treatment,  and  with  the  results  of 
the  past  year  before  us,  we  cannot  question  the  advan- 
tage of  such  a  course  both  to  a  colony  and  this  country. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


10 


Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors 


Medical 
Department. 


Mcuntjoy 
Pmon. 


The  fact  of  employment  having  been  found  for  women 
similarly  circumstanced  here,  where  there  is  a  surplus  of 
labour,  and  their  conducting  themselves  creditably, 
renders  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  such  deportation 
properly  managed,  might  be  carried  out  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  colonists.  We  have  therefore  recommended 
this  course  to  the  consideration  of  the  Government, 
naming  AVestern  Australia  as  a  colony  that  could  profit- 
ably absorb  female  labour. 

the  medical  department  of  the  service  has  now  been, 
we  conceive,  1)rought  to  a  satisfactory  state.  The  mor- 
tality amongst  the  prisoners,  principally  from  consump- 
tion and  other  scrofulous  diseases,  which  in  1854,  before 
the  removal  of  invalids  to  Philipstown,  amounted  to  289 
deaths,  in  a  population  of  3,701  prisoners,  was  in  1855, 
after  the  formation  of  the  Invalid  Depot  at  Philipstown, 
reduced  to  149  deaths,  in  a  prison  population  of  3,147. 
The  mortality  during  1856,has  now  been  further  reduced 
to  54  deaths,  amongst  all  the  prisoners,  male  and  female, 
of  the  Government  Prisons,  being  1*9  per  cent,  on  the 
entire  prison  population  of  2,852. 

In  our  first  Annual  Report  in  1855,  we  stated  that  all 
convicts  before  undergoing  the  separate  stage  of  confine- 
ment in  Mountjoy  Prison  were  medically  inspected,  and 
that  a  large  number  being  pronounced  unfit  for  separate 
confinement,  were  sent  directly  after  to  Spike  Island ; 
we  then  expressed  a  hope  that  by  judicious  treatment  on 
the  part  of  the  Medical  Oflicer,  this  most  necessary  and 
deterrent  part  of  the  prisoner  s  sentence  might  in  most 
cases  be  undergone  without  injury  to  his  health. 

A\  e  are  now  enabled  to  report  that  our  wishes  re- 
specting separate  confinement  have  been  fully  carried 
out;  and  every  prisoner,  on  conviction,  has,  during  the 
past  year,  undergone  a  most  important  part  of  his 
sentence  without  injury.  The  result  is  attributable  to 
the  great  attention  and  skiU  of  Dr.  Rynd,  who  so  regu- 
lates the  treatment  by  judicious  modifications  as  to  ex- 
ercise and  other  points,  as  to  enable  him  to  report,  that 
prisoners  leave  Mountjoy  Separate  Prison  for  the  Public 
Works  Depots  in  better  health  and  more  fit  for  labour 
than  when  they  are  first  received  from  the  county 
prisons. 

The  health  of  Mountjoy  Prison  during  the  past  year 
has  been  very  satisfactory,  only  three  deaths  having 
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happened  in  a  prison  population  averaging  421  convicts. 
On  this  subject  Dr.  Rynd  says — 

"Every  adult  prisoner  brongbthere  during  tbe  past  year,  sentenced 
to  transportation  or  penal  servitude,  bas  been  received,  witbout  a  single 
exception,  and  subjected  to  tbe  reformatory  aiid  separate  treatment ; 
and  what  is  still  more  satisfactory,  ibis  important  extension  of  tbe 
operations  of  tbe  system  bas  been  unattended  by  any  deterioration  of 
bealtb." 

The  health  of  Spike  Island  Depot  during  the  past  year  Spike  isknd 
has  generally  been  good — the  small  mortality,  twelve  ^®^^^' 
deaths,  strongly  contrasts  \sAi\\  that  of  former  years. 

The  new  hospital  of  Philipstown  has  now  been  occu- Phiiipstown 
pied  for  nearly  twelve  months,  and  contains  all  our  in-  ^^^^p^^*^^- 
valids.     It  has  been  found  to  answer  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  intended.     Its  thorough  ventilation  and 
medical  appliances  have  contributed  much  to  the  im- 
proved health  of  those  placed  in  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  last  spring  the  sanitary  condition  Cork  Prison, 
of  Cork  Prison  was  seriously  endangered,  by  the  total 
want  of  drainage,  from  the  yards  and  buildings ;  but  by 
speedy  attention  to  this  subject,  the  health  of  the 
prisoners  was  preserved.  The  mortality,  seven  deaths, 
out  of  a  population  of  388  prisoners,  is  greater  than  in 
the  other  depots.  This  has  arisen,  according  to  the 
Medical  Officer,  from  a  large  number  of  the  prisoners 
having  been  in  a  very  broken  state  of  health  on  recep- 
tion from  the  county  prisons. 

We  have  sativsfaction  in  reporting  most  favourably  of 
the  zeal  and  efficiency  with  which  the  Medical  Officers 
attached  to  our  prisons  have  given  their  exertions  to 
produce  the  very  satisfactory  condition  in  which  their 
branch  of  the  service  is  now  i)laced. 

AVe  feel  it  our  duty  to  report  that  there  are  prisoners 
in  the  depots,  especially  at  PhilipstoAvn,  whose  state  of 
mind  frequently  verges  on  insanity;  and  although  no 
Medical  Officer  will  sign  the  requisite  certificate  for  their 
removal  to  a  criminal  lunatic  asylum,  they  can  scarcely 
be  considered  sane,  or  responsible  for  their  acts,  and  are 
certainly  not  fit  subjects  for  the  strict  discipline  which 
is  established  in  the  Convict  Prisons.  Such  men  are 
liable  to  be  irritated  by  indispensable  prison  restraint, 
until  their  perverted  state  of  mind  leads  them  to  acts  of 
violence  against  their  fellow-prisoners  and  officers  placed 
over  them;  and  even,  by  want  of  appropriate  treatment 
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in  an  early  stage  of  the  disease,  ultimately,  in  some  cases, 
to  become  continned  lunatics." 

An  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  on  the  23rd  June, 
1856,  enabling  the  Commons  of  Lusk  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  a  Juvenile  Penal  Reformatory.  In 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  many  forms 
had  to  be  complied  with,  and  claims  adjudicated  on, 
which  has  necessarily  occupied  much  time,  and  prevented 
our  bein^  as  yet  placed  in  possession  of  the  lands.  We 
believe,  however,  that  we  shall  immediately  be  in  a 
position  to  occupy  the  two  iron  huts  already  erected  on 
the  commons  with  exemplary  adult  prisoners,  in  an  in- 
termediate stage  of  imprisonment,  who  will  be  employed 
in  drainage  and  other  necessary  works,  preliminary  to 
the  erection  of  the  buildings,  ^i^e  do  not  anticipate  any 
very  favourable  results  from  the  treatment  of  juvenile 
convicts,  until  a  portion  of  the  Penal-Reformatory  is 
built,  which,  from  its  construction  and  appliances,  will, 
we  hope,  give  us  the  means  of  properly  classifying  and 
employing  the  inmates.  The  well-conducted,  however 
qualified  for  licence  or  discharge,  are  removed  to  the 
intermediate  stages,  to  be  better  prepared  for  their  release. 

In  our  last  Report,  we  stated  that  Smithfield  had 
been  appropriated  to  a  class  of  prisoners  prosecuting 
trades,  and  others,  partial  invalids,  who,  from  length  of 
servitude  and  good  conduct,  Avere  considered  eligible 
for  discharge  on  tickets-of-licence ;  that  in  addition  to 
that  class,  well-conducted  prisoners,  not  guilty  of  grave 
oflfences,  approaching  the  period  of  their  discharge,  were 
also  removed  to  the  same  depot;  and  that  agricultural 
labourers,  similarly  circumstanced,were  removed  to  Forts 

*  One  of  our  Board,  conversant  with  medical  subjects,  is  of  opinion, 
that  these  cases  are  referable  to  a  disordered  state  of  the  body  acting 
on  an  ill-regulated  mind,  untrained  to  moral  restraint  over  thoughts 
and  actions,  and  incapable  of  self-government,  hence  yielding  to 
impulses  and  impressions  generated  by  the  morbid  condition  of  the 
brain,  and  gradually  acquiring  an  ascendancy  which  the  mind  will 
not  control.  They  are  generally  attributable,  when  not  consequent  on 
derangement  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  or  the  circulation,  to  a  peculiar 
type  of  scrofula,  the  prevailing  disease  of  convicts,  and  great  cause  of 
mortality  amongst  them,  which  appears  to  develop  itself  not  alone  in 
the  form  of  pthisis  and  diseases  of  the  glands  and  joints,  but  also,  it 
would  seem,  in  many  instances  by  a  peculiar  tendency  to  attack  the 
cerebral  organs,  and  influence  their  functions,  leading  to  a  perversion 
of  the  moral  sentiments,  the  constant  obtruding  of  false  ideas  and  per- 
ceptions on  the  mind,  and  exciting  to  irregular  and  criminal  impulses 
and  the  commission  of  crime,  often  without  apparent  cause^  and  against 
the  interest  of  the  individual. 
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Camden  and  Carlisle,  at  the  mouth  of  Cork  Harbour, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  on  the  fortifications. 
We  anticipated  being  better  enabled  to  test  their  reforma- 
tion and  eligibility  for  release  by  means  of  individualiza- 
tion, and  that  we  should  also,  by  special  treatment,  en- 
gender habits  of  self-control  and  self-dependence,  and 
thereby  more  thoroughly  prepare  convicts  for  their  Avell- 
doing  on  discharge.   The  experience  of  the  past  year  has 
evinced  that  our  anticipations  have  been  fully  realized, 
and,  indeed,  far  exceeded  our  expectations,  prosecuted,  as 
the  system  has  been,  under  the  disadvantage  of  an  insuf- 
ficient course  of  previous  training  and  discipline  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners,  and  want  of  experience  of  the 
ofiicers.    A  great  improvement,  in  an  economical  point 
of  view,  may  be  expected  for  the  future  ;  for,  although 
the  amount  of  diligence  cannot  well  be  exceeded,  greater 
skill   will  render  its  application  more   remunerative. 
During  a  great  portion  of  the  year,  a  large  number  of 
officers  (who  have  since  retired)  were  obliged  to  be  re- 
tained on  the  Smithfield  staif,  thereby  increasing  the 
expense,  and  rendering  any  calculation  of  little  value 
for   future  guidance  ;    the   principle,  however,  of  em- 
ploying the  officers,  as  well  as  the  prisoners,  at  trades, 
Avill,  of  course,  be  an  economical  one,  and  we  are  per- 
suaded will  not  tend  to  relax  the  discipline  necessary  to 
be  maintained  in  the  depot.     The  regularity  and  order 
that  has  prevailed  since  the  establishment  of  the  "  inter- 
mediate stages"  has  been  far  greater  than  could  have 
been  expected  :  the  fact  that  251  convicts  have  been 
placed  in  Smithfield  depot  sitice  its  opening,  and  that 
only  five  have  misconducted  themselves  at  all,  and  these 
but    slicrhtlv,   at     the  commencement   of  tlie   svstem 
(although  the  smallest  deviation  from  a  ])r<^per  course 
of  conduct  is  carefully  noted  and  checked),  is  sufficient 
to  corroborate  Avhat  is  stated.  "When  it  is  considered  that 
these  prisoners  are  subjected  to  temptr.tions  which  could 
not  assail  them  in  an  ordinary  prison,  this  is  the  more 
remarkable.      Every  opportunity  has   been    taken   to 
employ  them  profitably  lor  the  public  service,  whether 
that  employment  has  been  within  or  without  the  walls  of 
the  depot.  They  have  repaired  Newgate  Prison  (situated 
in  the  middle  of  the  city),  and  rendered  it  habitable  for 
female  convicts ;  they  have  been  employed  daily  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  messenger,  and  in  no 
single  instance  have  we   had   reason  to  complain  of 
a  convict  so  employed  being  irregular,  or  even  late,  for 
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the  duty  he  had  to  perform.  There  are  other  means, 
within  the  walls  of  the  depot,  of  testing  a  prisoner  s  self- 
control  :  he  is  allowed  a  small  portion  of  his  earnings,  the 
j^roduce  of  his  industry  ;  this  he  may  spend  or  save, 
whichever  he  tliinks  proper  :  in  some  cases  it  is  spent  iu 
adding  to  the  prison  fare,  or  in  some  articles  of  dress 
that  will  be  useful  on  discharge ;  in  others,  in  saving,  with 
the  ulterior  view  of  emigration,  when  at  liberty.  AVe 
find,  with  few  exceptions,  that  the  prisoners  do  not  wish 
to  return  to  localities  in  which  they  are  likely  to  find 
their  former  evil  companions  ;  they  prefer  a  new  field  of 
labour,  although  prosecuted  under  some  difficulties ;  that 
field  with  the  young  is  nearly  always  a  colony.  When, 
the  work  of  the  day  is  over,  instruction  is  given  by 
Mr.  Organ,  the  lecturer^  who  illustrates  to  the  pidsonei'S 
what  is  likely  to  be  usei'ul  and  profitable  in  their  paths 
of  life,  and  inculcates  the  importance  of  their  selecting 
new  fields  of  occupation,  when,  by  a  free  discharge,  they 
are  at  liberty  to  do  so. 

Two  of  the  lectures  delivered  are  appended.     We 
cannot  express  our  sense  of  the  value  of  ^Ir.  Organ's 
services  too  liighly,  his  untiring  energy  and  devotion  to 
'""'  hi?5  duties ;t'uUy  entitle  him  to  the  highest  commendation. 
'"^•^  •'*^'Wfff^iperintendeiu,  Ueglstrar,  and  all  the  oltic^rs 
connected  with  the  establishment  have  applied  them- 
selves to  the  new  state  of  things  in  a  manner  which  does 
them  great  credit,  and  goes  far  to  accomjdish  the  object 
we  have  in  view. 
Rtroiu,  It  appears  that  from  Smithfield  oo  convicts  have  been 

discharged  unconditionally,  and  112  cm  licence  during 
the  past  year.  Every  precaution  hiis  been  taken  to 
ascertain  the  nature  of  the  employment  ollered,  and,  as 
far  as  ])Ossible,  the  condition  of  the  i)risoners  after  dis- 
charge. In  eighty -five  cases  of  tickets-of-licence,  we 
have  jjosU!ve  assurances  of  I'rell  do'im]^  nor  have  we  any 
accounts  which  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  others  besides 
tliose  whose  licences  are  revoked  are  misconducting 
themselves.  From  the  Forts  241  have  been  discharged 
on  licence,  and  101  absolutely  during  the  ]>ast  year.  It 
appears  that,  although  353  tickets-otllicenee  were  issued 
in  18'3G,  as  yet  only  7  have  been  revoked,^*  the  practice 

-A  rcrcat  misappreliension  exists  on  the  part  of  the  public,  confound- 
inf)^  prisoners  discharfrod  unconditionally  with  tbo.so  discharged  on 
licence.  The  forms  of  discharge  are  es^'cntially  different;  and  an  inspec- 
tion will  at  once  show,  by  the  "conditions"  attached  to  the  latter, 
whether  an  offender  is  really  a  **  ticket-of-leave  man." 
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of  revocation  pursued  in  all  cases  being  in  accordance 
with  the  terms  endorsed  on  the  ticket,  viz. : — 

"  3.  To  produce  a  forfeiture  of  the  licence  it  is  by  no 
"  means  necessary  that  the  holder  should  be  convicted  of 
"  any  new  offence.  If  he  associates  with  notoriously  bad 
"  characters,  leads  an  idle  and  dissolute  life,  or  has  no 
**  visible  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood,  &C.,  it 
"  will  be  assumed  that  he  is  about  to  rehipse  into  crime, 
"  and  he  will  be  at  once  apprehended,  and  recommitted  to 
"  prison  under  his  original  sentence." 

We  do  not,  of  course,  mean  to  assume  that  the  re- 
mainder have  qviitted  their  evil  courses,  but  merely  state 
the  fact  that  tiieir  return  to  them  is  as  yet  not  reported. 
We  think  proper  to  notice  the  favourable  results  of  the 
reformatory  efforts  of  Mr.  Harold,  the  lecturer,  as  well 
as  the  principal  warder,  and  other  officers,  at  the  Forts, 
evinced  by  the  good  conduct  of  the  prisoners  under 
their  charge.  We  beg  to  call  particular  attention  to 
the  statement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shore  (the  Protestant 
Chaplain  at  Smithfield),  who  states  that  he  perceives 
a  great  diiference  in  the  demeanour  of  twenty-five 
prisoners  removed  from  Fort  Camden  to  that  depot  for 
a  special  purpose,  coniirmatory  of  our  opinion  that,  if 
men  are  dealt  with  in  small  num])ers,  the  most  favour- 
able results  may  be  anticipated. 

From  the  experience  afforded  us  in  having  subjected 
750  male  prisoners,  duriug  the  past  }'ear,  to  an  *'inter- 
mediate  stage  of  ])rison  treatment,"  and  the  many  oppor- 
tunities we  have  had  of  judging  personally  of  the  effects 
of  such  treatment,  whilst  under  detention  (there  having 
been  only  7  very  sliglit  oifences  committed  by  the  750 
men),  as  well  as  after  the  discharge  of  the  convicts, 
upwards  of  500  of  the  750  having  been  discharged,  and, 
with  very  few  excc[)tions,  shown  by  their  sul)sequent  con- 
duet  the  value  of  their  special  training;  we  consider 
ourselves  justified  in  concluding  that  seventy-five  per 
cent,  of  the  convicts  may  be  employed  in  the  public 
service  at  the  latter  period  of  their  sentences,  under  less 
restraint  than  has  hitherto  been  supposed,  with  great 
advantage  to  the  moral  reformation  of  the  prisoner,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  economy  to  tlie  public  service. 

AVe  are  disposed  to  place  great  value  on  the  selection  for  Deportation, 
deportation  of  convicts  being  made  from  stages  of  deten- 
tion which  will  insure  their  conduct  having  been  satisfac- 
torily tested.     We  believe  that  the  pursuance  of  such  a 
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course  \\\\\  not  only  be  the  means  of  preserving  the  present 
outlet  for  convicts,  but  will,  in  addition,  act  as  a  stimu- 
lus to  good  conduct,  and  further  the  reformation  of  the 
prisoners. 

Considering  it  possible  that  observations  may  be  made 
to  the  eifect,  that  as  the  intermediate  system  has  only 
been  tried  on  a  small  scale  (scarcely  valid,  however,  with 
the  above  statistic  of  750  having  been  subjected  to  it),  it 
might  not  succeed  when  extended,  we  think  it  neces- 
sary to  call  attention  to  the  principle,  which  is  that  of 
dealing  with  men  in  small  numbers,  not  exceeding  100; 
and  to  observe  that,  if  one  establishment  of  100  is  sound, 
it  is  merely  the  extension  of  the  principle  for  the  mul- 
tiplication of  establishments  of  100,  provided  each  is  in 
itself  sound.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  with  this  system 
instituted,  there  are  works  enough  in  the  United  King- 
dom to  occupy  the  convicts  at  her  disposal.  To  carry 
out  the  moral  as  well  as  the  economical  results,  how- 
ever, it  will  be  necessary  to  give  the  officers  emi}loyed 
on  the  service  a  special  training;  nor  need  this  training 
be  long,  if  a  good  selection  is  made  of  the  person  to  be 
trainetf.  Since  Smithfield  has  been  made  an  interme- 
diate prison,  we  have  attached  officers  for  this  purpose 
to  attend  the  lectures,  and  qualify  for  taking  charge  of 
the  prisoners  in  the  iron  huts  at  Lusk ;  and  we  are  con- 
fident beneficial  results  will  ensue  from  the  prosecution 
of  such  a  course. 

General  Observations. 

Hpike  Island. 

Spike  hUnd.  Thc  general  state  of  this  prison,  in  which  the  convicts 
are  all  associated  in  rooms  Ibrmerly  used  as  barracks  for 
soldiei*s,  is  as  satisfactory  as  can  be  expected  under  such 
unfavourable  circumstances,  and  is  very  creditable  to  Mr. 
Hay,  the  Governor  and  the  superior,  and  other  officers 
of  the  diftxirent  departments  of  the  establishment. 

The  Lo(!al  Inspector,  ]\Iajor  Atkins,  whose  constant 
attendance  is  of  great  advanttige  to  the  service,  and  gives 
him  great  facility  for  observing  the  actual  state  of  the 
establishment,  reports  very  favourably  of  it,  and  our  o^^*ll 
visits  lead  us  to  confirm  his  report. 

The  Chaplains  and  Schoolmasters  report  favourably  of 
the  attention  of  the  prisoners  generally  to  the  oppor- 
tunities afforded  them  of  moral  and  religious  improve- 
ment and  of  school  instruction. 
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With  the  view  of,  in  some  degree,  remedying  the 
acknowledged  evils  of  having  convicts  in  a  state  of  asso- 
ciation at  night,  and  when  not  employed  at  labour,  we 
have  submitted  a  plan  for  dividing  the  rooms,  by  means 
of  corrugated  iron  partitions  and  strong  iron  wire  net- 
ting, into  separate  sleeping  cells  for  each  prisoner,  which 
being  fixed  with  screws,  may  be  easily  removed  when 
necessary,  and  put  up  for  use  in  any  other  apartment. 

The  expense  has  been  sanctioned,  and  we  hope  to  have 
this  work  commenced  almost  immediately,  ana  executed 
by  convict  labour. 

This  prison  has  hitherto,  also,  been  under  the  great 
disadvantage  of  having  very  inadequate  punishment 
cells,  both  as  regards  their  number  and  description;  but 
we  hope  that  this  serious  defect  will  soon  no  longer 
exist,  a  plan  having  been  submitted  to  and  approved  of 
by  the  Royal  Engineer  Department,  for  building  a  range 
of  punishment  cells  within  the  walls  of  the  fortification, 
which  will  hold  30  prisoners;  and  at  a  future  period, 
should  the  fort  be  occupied  by  a  garrison,  will  be  avail- 
able  as  a  place  of  confinement  for  military  prisoners. 

PkUipstOKm  Prison. 

The  completion  of  the  movable  iron  prison,  contain-  puiipfto^ 
ing  250  separate  sleeping  cells,  and  of  the  alterations  of  ^''***"* 
the  old  debtors'  prison,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
further  cellular  accommodation,  have  afibrded  great 
facility  for  improving  the  discipline  and  general  inter- 
nal arrangements  of  the  establishment,  of  which  the 
Governor,  Mr.  Hogreve,  has  not  failed  to  avail  himself; 
and  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  he  often  experiences 
in  dealing  with  the  large  number  of  invalids  committed 
to  his  charge  at  this  station,  on  account  of  the  mental 
and  bodily  infirmities  of  this  class  of  prisoners,  the 

Erison  is  in  a  state  that  justifies  our  commendation  of 
is  zeal,  judgment,  and  attention  in  the  dbcharge  of  his 
duties,  and  of  the  report  which  he  has  received  from  the 
superior,  principal,  and  subordinate  officers  of  the  estab- 
lishment The  reUgious  and  moral  state  of  the  prisoners 
is  favourably  noticed  by  the  Chaplains  in  their  several 
reports,  to  which  we  beg  to  refer;  and  the  school 
instruction  has  made  satisfactory  progress,  under 
improved  arrangements,  which  are  fully  explained  in 
the  Schoolmaster's  annexed  report. 

The  state  of  the  health  of  the  convicts  in  this  invalid 

c 
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establishment  is  fully  described  in  another  portion  of 
this  Report,  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  Medical  OflScer  of 
the  prison. 

Momitjoy. 

Mcnntjoy.  ^c  havc  but  little  to  add  to  our  last  Report  on  this 

prison.  In  all  cases  during  the  past  year  prisoners, 
on  first  conviction,  have  been  subjected  to  its  discipline; 
the  permissive  modification  of  the  treatment,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  Dr.  Rynd,  rendering  this  practicable.  The 
schoolroom  and  chapel  are  almost  completed,  and  will 
be  appliances  of  great  assistance  in  properly  training 
the  prisoners. 

Juvenile  convicts  under  seventeen  years  of  age  are 
still  detained  here ;  and  although  this  prison  does  not 
afford  the  requisites  that  could  be  desired  for  their 
proper  treatment  or  suitable  employment,  its  cellular 
accommodation  enables  them  to  be  retained  in  separa- 
tion when  not  at  work. 

Newgate  Priam,. 

NtwiiU»Prboii.  Xhis  prison  has  been  converted  into  a  depot  for 
female  convicts.  As  an  associated  prison,  it  was  every 
thing  that  was  objectionable  ;  and  it  is  well  that, 
through  the  diminution  of  prisoners,  we  have  been 
enabled  to  abolish  it  as  a  male  convict  prison.  By 
making  its  cells  (sixty-two)  available  for  female  con- 
victs, pending  the  erection  of  the  new  female  prison 
at  Moantjoy,  we  have,  we  believe,  allocated  it  to  the 
remedy  of  the  most  pressing  requirement,  viz.,  the  re- 
moval of  female  convicts  from  the  county  prisons.  We 
regret  to  add,  that  the  Governor,  Mr.  Curtis,  whose  office 
was  about  to  be  abolished,  has  not  returned  fi:om  a  leave 
of  absence,  which  expired  in  November  last,  and  has  left 
a  deficiency  in  his  accounts. 

Smithjield. 

8]iiitikfi«id.  Sq  much  has  already  been  said  of  this  depot,  that 

there  is  nothing  to  add. 

Cork  Female  Prison. 

Cw^«iniu  ^e  have  to  report  favourably  as  to  the  effects  of  the 
discipline  on  the  prisoners  in  this  temporary  depot, 
and  of  the  exertioAs  of  the  Superintendent  ana  officers 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  Convict  Prisons  in  Ireland.  19 

in  carrjdng  out  the  wishes   and  instructions  of  the 
Directors. 

Grangegorman  Female  Prison. 

We  are  satisfied  with  the  progress  of  the  female  con-  Onuig^jomuui 
victs  in  this  depot,  both  as  regards  their  conduct,  indus-  *  *  *^°* 
try,  and  education.  The  system  of  classification  works 
uncommonly  well ;  and  all  that  can  be  done  to  preserve 
a  proper  discipline  and  further  the  reformatory  progress 
of  the  prisoners,  consistently  with  present  appliances,  is 
done  by  the  Superintendent,  Governor,  Chaplains,  and 
Schoolmistress.  ^ 

We  cannot  close  our  Report  without  expressing  our 
sense  of  the  valuable  services  of  Captain  C.  R.  Knight, 
whose  private  arrangements  induced  his  resignation  of 
the  office  of  Director  in  June  last.  During  the  period 
he  was  a  member  of  this  Board  his  experience,  zea- 
lous ability,  and  indefatigable  exertions  contributed 
largely  to  the  favourable  results  we  have  now  been 
enabled  to  report. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sm, 
Your  obedient  Servants, 

Walter  Crofton,  Chairman. 

John  Lentaignb,)  ri.     , 
I.S.WHrrrr,     'j  Erector,. 


0% 

itized  by  Google 


Digitiz 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[21] 


SPIKE    ISLAND    CONVICT    PRISON.  Spike  Islaicd 

GOVBKHMENT 


Pkisoh. 


LOCAL  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT.  /^/  in,pec- 

o    .1      T  1       1  in,         .       T*  .  ior'9  Report 

Spike  Island  Convict  Pnson, 
9th  January,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  infor- 
mation, mv  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1 856,  on  theGovemment 
Prisons  of^  Spike  Island  and  Forts  Carlisle  and  Camden. 

The  convicts  for  the  past  year  have  been  as  heretofore  prin-  Employment, 
cipally  employed  under  the  control  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  in 
the  formation  of  the  fortifications  in  Cork  Harbour;  a  large 
amount  of  work  has  been  well  and  satisfactorily  performed. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  remark  upon  the  expediency  of 
employhi<j  con\dcts  upon  such  works  as  have  been  conducted 
here  by  the  Royal  Engineer  Department.  After  some  expe- 
rience with  the  results,  I  am  convinced  of  its  expediency ;  much 
however  depends  upon  the  subordinate  officers  having  charge 
of  working  gangs,  to  organize  a  proper  system  of  industrial 
training.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  they  should  be 
competent  to  direct  the  convicts  at  their  work,  and  at  the  same 
time  carry  out  strict  discipline,  with  temper,  kindness,  firmness, 
and  a  conscientious  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Their 
constant  aim  should  be  to  acquire  a  moral  influence  over  the 
prisoners,  and  endeavour  to  raise  their  minds  to  a  proper  feeling 
of  moral  obligation ;  such  will  almost  invariably  produce  respect 
and  confidence  from  the  prisoners. 

The  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  been  very  satisfac-  Conduct  of 
tory  during  the  past  year.     On  referring  to  the  defiiulters'  book,  ^"«>'*«»*- 
offences  of  an  aggravated  character  appear  but  few,  and  this 
fiict  is  more  valuable  from  the  nature  of  the  prison,  large  rooms 
presenting  facilities  for  communication,  and  consequent  insubor- 
dination. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  refer  to  a  gross  case  of  assault  upon  a 
prison  warder,  which  I  regret  to  say  proved  fatal.  The 
prisoners  who  were  guilty  of  the  offence  were  troublesome,  bad 
characters.  This  is  the  only  instance  of  conspiracy  that  has 
come  under  my  knowledge. 

By  the  firm,  prompt,  and  judicious  conduct  of  the  governor 
and  chief  warder,  the  principals  were  removed  to  separate  con- 
finement, and  any  further  evil  checked. 

The  system  of  classification  works  most  satisfactorily.     It  Ciaswflcation. 
encourages  good  conduct,  discipline,   and  industry  upon  the 
public  works.     Since  its  introduction  into  this  establishment,  my 
most  sanguine  expectations  have  been  fully  realized. 

Moral  and  religious  instruction  has  been  performed  by  the  Moral  and  Reii. 
chaplains  of  the  prison,  with  zeal,  and  attention,  and  Itrust  ^***"^°*^*"*^- 
with  advantage  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  their  flocks.  ^ 

The  school  department  is  condixcted  on  the  National  system.  School. 
under  the  management  of  the  head  schoolmaster  (Mr.  Harold,) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


22 


Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors 


Spike  Island 

govbbnmbmt 

Prison. 

Local  Intpee- 
tor^s  JUpart. 


Libnrj. 


HMlth. 


Diet. 


SnbordiiuUe 
OiBowi. 


Forts  Carliile 
andCsmden. 


Conclnsion. 


who  is  most  zealous  and  attentive.  His  exertions  are  principally 
confined  to  Camden  Fort,  where  he  has  a  portion  of  selected 
prisoners  of  the  exemplary  class,  who  are  located  there  as  a  final 
test,  previous  to  their  receiving  their  tickets  of  licence,  and  I 
have  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  experiment, 
so  far  as  it  has  gone,  has  been  perfectly  successful ;  out  of  181 
discharges  on  tickets  of  licence,  only  one  unfevourable  report  has 
been  received. 

I  would  here  continue  to  express  my  opinions  of  the  necessity 
of  an  increased  portion  of  time  being  allowed  each  prisoner  for 
school,  as  &r  as  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  public  works. 
Little  mental  improvement  can  be  expected  in  the  class  of 
prisoners  confined  in  Spike  Island,  unless  the  attendance  at  school 
oe  continuous.  The  prisoners  generally  are  attentive  and  evince 
a  wish  to  improve  themselves,  and  as  regards  the  juveniles  the 
result  has  been  satis&ctory. 

The  assistant  schoolmasters  have  been  most  attentive  and 
painstaking. 

There  is  a  good  library  of  religious,  and  miscellaneous  books 
for  the  use  of  the  prisoners,  and  every  fkciKty  consistent  with  the 
prison  regulations  is  afforded  by  the  authorities  to  their  distri- 
Dution  among  the  prisoners. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  establishment  may  be  considered  as 

food  for  the  past  year.  The  prisoners  generally  present  a  very 
ealthy  appearance. 

The  dietary  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  that  laid  down  for 
the  governor's  guidance ;  all  the  articles  composing  the  diet  are 
in  conformity  with  the  approved  samples. 

The  conduct  of  the  greater  part  of  the  subordinate  officers 
has  been,  I  am  glad  to  say,  satisfactory.  Some  dismissals  have 
taken  place,  consequent  upon  intoxication  and  other  breaches  of 
prison  rules.  Circumstanced  as  this  prison  is,  it  is  impossible 
to  maintain  too  high  a  state  of  discipline  in  the  staff,  and  no 
consideration  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with,  or  cause  it 
to  be  departed  fi:om. 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  at  Carlisle  Fort  has  been 
extremely  good.  They  are  all  of  the  exemplary  class,  and  on 
probation  previous  to  their  removal  to  Camden  Fort  to  receive 
their  licence,  or  to  be  otherwise  disposed  of. 

Iron  huts  have  been  erected — at  Fort  Camden,  four,  and  at 
Carlisle,  two— capable  of  accommodating  fihy  convicts  in  each 
hut,  with  the  view  to  the  employment  of  convicts,  in  placing 
the  fortifications  of  the  harbour  in  a  proper  state  of  defence. 

The  discipline,  and  management  of  the  convicts  at  the  fort 
has  been  conducted  bv  the  principal  warders  in  charge,  to  my 
most  perfect  satis&ction. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say.  Gentlemen,  that  I  have  endea- 
voured to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  to  carry  out  discipline,  and 
meet  your  wishes.  The  prison  rules  have  been  strictly  attended 
to,  and  no  abuses  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

I  have  pleasure  in  stating,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hay, 
the  governor,  has  been  characterized  by  great  efficiency,  atten- 
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tion  and  intelligence.    The  chief  warder  merits  all  1  could  say  qJJ*,J5uSkIt 
for  him.  Prison. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  rTT*" 

Robert  Atkins,  Local  Inspector.     *^ '  ife/»*^- 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Castle,  Dublin. 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT.  r^^' 

Spike  Island  Government  Prison, 
24th  January,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  have  the 
honour  to  submit  my  annual  Report  and  Returns  for  the  past 
year.  The  conduct  of  the  subordinate  officers  has  been 
generally  good,  and  with  very  few  exceptions,  they  have  dis- 
charged their  onerous  duties  with  zeal  and  assiduity.  I  much 
regret  that  one  of  them  (a  promising  young  officer),  was  mur- 
dered by  one  or  more  of  the  convicts,  when  on  duty  as  intern 
guard  in  one  of  the  prisons,  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  Septem- 
ber last ;  but  fortunately,  1  succeeded  in  obtaining  information 
which  led  to  the  immediate  discovery  of  the  parties  accused, 
and  they  are  now  in  the  county  gaol  for  trial  at  the  next  assizes. 

Duiing  the  past  year,  the  prisoners  have  been  emploved  as 
usual,  under  the  Royal  Engineer  Department — completmg  the 
defensive  works  of  the  harbour,  at  Spike  Island  and  Forts  Cam- 
den and  Carlisle — detached  parties  of  prisoners  have  also  been 
employed  on  Ordnance  and  Naval  works  at  Haulbowline  and 
the  Military  Hospital  at  Queenstown,  the  latter  also  under  the 
Royal  Engineers,  and,  notwithstanding  the  &cilities  they  have 
had  to  escape  from  those  places,  I  am  hapi)y  to  say,  that  not 
even  an  attempt  at  such  has  taken  place  during  the  year,  from 
any  part  of  the  establishment. 

tJntil  last  month  the  various  articles  required  for  the  prison  use 
were  manufectured  here  as  usual.  The  tailors  and  shoemakers 
are  now  removed  to  the  manufacturing  depot  at  Philipstown, 
and  repairing  only  is  done  here. 

The  following  trades  are  still  carried  on  at  Spike  Island  for 
the  supply  of  &e  prison,  and  for  the  engineers  works,  viz : — 
baker's,  upholsterers,  cooper's,  carpenter's,  tin-smith's,  black- 
smith's, and  nailer's. 

In  summer  the  working  hours  are  from  seven,  a.m.,  until  six, 
P.M.,  allowing  one  hour  for  dinner;  and  in  winter  during  day- 
light. Prisoners  are  credited  with  their  earnings  in  accord- 
ance with  the  scale  and  regulations  laid  down. 

The  daily  average  number  for  the  year  on  the  public  works 
was  950. 

Although  some  few  cases  of  assaults  on  officers  and  of  other 
serious  oflfences  have  occurred,  the  conduct  of  the  prisonerscene- 
rally  has  been  good,  considering  the  number  and  the  different 
tempers  and  dispositions  that  are  brought  in  contact  with  each 
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Spin  IsuMD  other.  The  system  of  badging  introduced  by  you,  and  now 
^^^iSiaoN.^^  in  operation  about  sixteen  months,  has,  in  my  opinion,  worked 
admirably,  and  proved  a  most  powerful  stimulant  to  good  con- 
duct. By  his  badge  every  prisoner  learns  the  progress  he  makes 
monthly,  and  I  find  that  sooner  or  later  they  take  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  their  advancement ;  even  the  most  insubor- 
dinate and  unruly,  after  a  time,  ask  for  promotion,  and  earnestly 
promise  good  conduct  for  the  future. 

Major  Atkins,  the  local  inspector,  has  aided  and  supported 
me  with  his  advice  in  the  discharge  of  all  my  duties.  The  chief 
warder  has  fully  borne  out  his  former  character,  for  energy  and 
perseverence  in  the  discharge  of  his  multifarious  duties,  and  the 
same  remark  will  apply  to  all  the  superior  officers  of  the  establish- 
ment. 

The  prison  buildings  are  in  very  good  order,  and  the  accom- 
modation as  to  room  quite  ample :  a  greater  number  of  cells  for 
separation  are  much  needed,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  last  annual 
Report ;  but  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of  your  Board  to  build 
extra  cells  soon,  and  also  to  liave  the  Open  wards  converted  into 
separate  apartments  or  cells  for  each  prisoner,  two  improvements 
which  I  take  leave  to  state,  cannot  be  carried  out  too  soon,  for 
in  my  opinion,  neither  efficient  discipline,  or  moral  reformation 
can  be  thoroughly  maintained  and  made  to  have  effect  in  asso- 
ciated wards.  The  murderer,  the  professional  burglar,  and  high- 
way man  side  by  side  with  and  comimnion  of  one  who  may  from 
force  of  circumstances,  rather  than  from  any  natural  disposition  to 
vice,  have  been  led  to  steal  a  sheep  or  a  cow,  his  first  and  onlv 
offence,  and  probably  committed  under  the  pressure  of  want:  it 
is  there  prison  contamination  effects  its  work,  and  the  old  and 
hardened  offender  has  the  oi)portunitv  to  train  the  young  and 
more  innocent,  until  he  brings  him  to  his  own  level  in  depravity. 
Since  March  last,  up  to  the  31st  December,  181  convicts  have 
been  discharged  on  licence  from  this  depot,  and  Forts  Carlisle 
and  Camden,  but  principally  from  the  latter  where  they  had 
undergone  a  regular  course  of  probation ;  and  it  affords  me  very 
great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  state  that  up  to  the  present  time, 
I  have  only  heard  of  one  of  them  having  got  into  trouble,  and 
he  had  left  Ireland ;  indeed  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
others  are  doing  well,  having  received  letters  from  every  one  of 
them  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  their 
discharge.  All  these  men  had  offers  of  employment  before  they 
obtained  their  discliarges  on  licence ;  and  at  first  I  had  great 
difficulty  in  getting  coiTect  information  relative  to  the  parties 
offering  employment.  I  then  suggested  to  one  of  your  Board, 
and  got  his  sanction  to  apply  to  tiie  Constabulary,  and  through 
them  I  have  since  been  enabled  to  obtain  the  necessary  informa- 
tion arid  fall  particulars  required  by  your  Board,  as  to  the  char- 
acter, &c.,  of  every  person  who  offered  employ ment ;  and  I  must 
here  observe,  that  the  Constabulary  reports  have  been  very 
valuable  in  aid  of  the  well  working  of  the  system.  They  have 
frustrated  many  attempts  at  imposition  and  false  certificates  from 
the  friends  of  convicts,  offering  employment  when  not  in  a  posi- 
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tion  to  give  any.    Through  the  same  channel  the  men  on  licence  Spike  Island 
are  also  paid  the  balance  of  gratuity  due  to  them  at  the  end  of    ^p^^if.^ 
three  months  from  the  date  of  their  discharge ;  and  I  feel  con-        — ; 
vinced  that  the  combination  of  the  convict  and  police  authorities  ^^i^ 
are  indispensable  in  the  working  of  the  system ;  without  that 
the  machinery  is  incomplete  and  the  work  only  half  done.     At 
present  the  Constabulary  have  u  knowledge  of  every  man  dis- 
charged on  licence  in  Ireland,  and  where  and  how  he  is  employed, 
and  that  alone  I  consider  a  certain  safeguard  to   society,  as, 
without  in  any  way  interfering  with  his  liberty  or  daily  avoca- 
tion, they  have  an  eye  on  him  and  know  his  habits.    He  knows 
this ;  and  were  he  inclined  to  go  astray  it  checks  him,  as  he  would 
be  immediately  looked  after :  he  is  also  informed  in  his  discharge 
that  the  police  of  his  locaUty  will  pay  him  the  balance  of  his 
gratuity  at  the  proper  time,  and  I  consider  that  another  induce- 
ment for  him  to  be  careful  as  to  his  conduct. 

In  forwarding  my  general  abstract  of  receipt  and  expenditure 
for  the  past  year,  I  beg  to  observe  that  my  accounts  have  passed 
the  Audit  Board,  and  that  I  have  received  from  the  Commis- 
sioners their  certificate  to  that  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Petbr  Hay,  Governor. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons,  Dublin  Castle. 


Spike  Island  Government  Prison. 

Gentlemen, — I  certify  that  the  rules  laid  down  for  the 
government  of  the  prison,  have  been  complied  with  in  every 
instance,  except  in  such  cases  as  have  been  distinctly  reported 
to,  or  brought  under  the  notice  of  a  Director. 

[  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Peter  Hay,  Governor. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 
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SriKS  Island 

OOTBRNMEirr 

Prison. 
Medical 


MBDIOAL  OFFICEK'S  REPORT. 

Spike  Island  Convict  Prison, 
9th  January,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  liave  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the 
sanitary  state  of  Spike  Island  Convict  Prison,  for  the  year  1856. 

Table  1. — ^The  following  table  mves  a  general  view  of  the 
numbers  treated  in  the  hospital  dunng  the  year, 

Number  of  sick  remaining  in  hospital  on  the  Ist  of  January, 

1856,  from  the  preceding  year,    .  .        .        .        .42 

Number  admitted  since,  to  the  31st  of  December,  inclusiye,     .  542 

Total  under  treatment  during  the  year, 584 

Of  those  there  were  discharged,  cured  or  relieved,  .        .        .  536 

Died 12 

Removed  to  Criminal  Lunatic  Asylum 4 

Remaininginhospitalt  Ist  of  January,  1857,.         .        .        .32 

Total.        .        .  .        .  584 


Table  2. — The  following  table  specifies  the  diseases  with  which 
the  patients,  admitted  dunng  the  year,  were  affected. 


Mild  Febrile  Affections, 

.     69 

Apoplexy, 

.      2 

Laryngeal  Affections, 
Catarrii, 

.     10 
5 

Bronchitis, 

.     32 

Phthisis,    . 

.     16 

Inflammation  of  the  Lung, 
Do.     of  Pleura,  with  Effusion 

12 

>     13 

Diseases  of  the  Heart, 

4 

Do.      of  the  Liver, 

.     11 

Dyspepsia, 

.     27 

Constipation,     . 

4 

Diarrhoea, 

.      5 

Dysentery, 

.     12 

Colic,        .        . 

.     10 

Dropsy,    . 
Diabetes,  . 

4 
.       I 

Scarlatma, 

1 

Bleeding  fh)m  Nose, . 

1 

Spitting  of  Blood, 
Rheumatism,     . 

.       6 

26 

Lumbago, 

8 

Insanity,  . 

3 

Ophthahnia,      . 

•        x^l 

-1^         I 

90 

Tumors,    • 

Scrofula,   . 

Swelled  Testicle, 

Stricture,  . 

Hydrocele, 

Abscess,    . 

Ulcers, 

Anthrax,  • 

Whitlow. 

Paraph,     . 

Piles. 

Fractures, 

Dislocations, 

Bums, 

Injuries  of  the  Head, 

Contusions 

Sprains     . 

Disease  of  knee  joint, 
Do.    of  elbow  joint, 
Do.    of  the  hip  joint. 

Psoriasis,  or  Scaly  Tetter, 

Other  Skin  Diseases, . 

Total,. 


2 
3 

13 
5 
2 

17 

23 
5 
4 
J 
5 
1 
1 
1 
2 

50 
4 

12 
1 
4 
8 
6 

542 


Referring  to  this  table,  it  appears  that  the  largest  number  of 
admissions  are  registered  under  the  headings  "  Ophthalmia,"  the 
various  **  Diseases  of  the  Chest,"  "  Febrile  Afiections."  The  cases 
of  eye  disease  though  numerous,  and  frequently  very  tedious  in 
their  cure,  did  not,  except  in  two  instances,  result  in  any  serious 
damage  to  the  sight.  In  one  a  most  formidable  attack' of  puru- 
lent ophthalmia  was  followed  by  considerable  opacity  of  the 
cornea  in  both  eyes ;  in  the  other,  an  acute  inflammation  of  the 
iris  terminated  m  its  permanent  adhesion.  The  patient  in  this 
last  case  did  not  complain  for  more  than  thirty-six  hours  after  the 
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eje  was  first  attacked.    The  diseases  of  the  chest,  with  the  excep-  Sfik«  Island 
tion  of  those  under  the  heading  "  Bronchitis,"  were  of  a  serious      pai8o«. 
nature ;  the  cases  of  inflammation  of  the  lungs  were  acute  and  j^.rr' 
demanded  the  most  active  treatment  for  their  cure,  whilst  those  QffiMr>t  n^wi. 
in  which  the  pleura  or  investing  membrane  was  attacked  were 
attended  in  every  instance  with  more  or  less  of  efiusion,  and 
required  a  long  residence  in  hospital  for  their  cure.     The  febrile 
affections  were  all  of  the  mildest  form,  and  not  of  a  contagious 
nature.     The  case  of  scarlatina  was  inild,  and,  remarkable  to 
relate,  solitary. 

The  casualties,  though  numerous,  were  generally  speaking, 
of  no  consequence.  In  one  case  only  of  injury  of  the  head  were 
there  alarmmg  symptoms.  I  admitted  many  ailments  of  slight 
nature,  requiring  only  in  some  cases  a  day's  stay  in  hospital  for 
th^r  cure.  I  have  invariably  acted  upon  this  principle  for  the 
reasons  stated  in  my  former  reports,  and  I  feel  convinced  that  it 
is  all-important  in  the  medical  management  of  a  convict  prison 
entirely  devoted  to  labour.  Comparing  the  hospital  returns 
with  those  of  preceding  years,  a  marKed  improvement  is  manifest 
in  the  health  of  the  prisoners.  The  number  of  admissions  to  the 
hospital  is  less  than  one  half  when  contrasted  with  last  year,  and 
rather  under  one  third  of  that  preceding  it,  being  for  the  year 
1855,  1138,  and  for  1854,  1656.     The  average  daily  number  of 

?risoners  for  the  year  1855,  exclusive  of  the  lorts  Camden  and 
Jarlisle,  was  1232,  for  last  year  1240.  These  figures  when  taken 
in  connexion  with  those  of  the  admissions  to  hospital,  are  evidence 
conclusive  of  a  vast  amendment  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
establishment.  The  number  of  externs  treated  during  the  year 
was  8081,  or  an  average  of  twenty-two  per  diem. 

Table  3. — The  following  table  shows  the  ages,  dates  of  con- 
viction, of  committal  to  Spike  Island  Prison,  of  admission  to 
hospital,  and  of  death,  the  length  of  time  spent  in  hospital,  and 
the  diseases  of  the  patients  that  died. 
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July  28, 1851. 


March  5, 1851 
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tion  of  the  Lungs 

and  Pleura, 
Chronic  Disease  of  1 

Liver, 

Phthisis,  Deo.  6, 1852. 

Chronic  Bronchitis  Jan.  3,  1855. 
Phthisis,  July  5, 1852. 

do.  March  5, 1851 

do.  I  May  1, 1853. 

Gastric  Fever,       I  July  4,  1849. 
Disease  of  Heart,  AprU  29, 1852 

Phthisis,  ,JuneI4,1852, 

Scrofulous  disease  July  27, 1854. 

of  Hip, 
Disease  of  Heart, 


June  18, 1853. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors 

Spike  Island       The  preceding  tabular  return  evidences  a  decrease  in  the  per 

Prison.^    centage  mortality  of  this  prison,  beinc  about  two  and  a-half  per 

"—        cent,  on  the  cases  treated  to  a  termination,  and  not  quite  one 

Officer't Report.  P^^  ceut  ou  the  prison  population.  During  the  year,  four  luna- 
tics were  removed  from  this  prison  to  the  Criminal  Asylum  at 
Dundrum.  One  had  left  previous  to  my  having  taken  charge 
of  the  prison,  and  1  am* unable  to  inform  you  as  to  the  period  at 
which  the  disease  was  manifested.  Of  the  remaining  tnree,  one 
was  received  from  Bermuda  in  three  days  after  my  arrival  at 
Spike  Island,  and  reported  to  me  by  the  medical  officer  in  charge 
of  the  ship  *'  Castle  Eden  "  as  insane,  but  harmless ;  another  gave 

E roofs  of  mental  disorder  immediately  subsequent  to  his  transfer' 
•om  one  of  the  Dublin  prisons ;  and  all  my  information  goes  to 
prove  that  the  third  case  originated  in  this  prison. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of  express- 
ing my  thanks  to  the  principal  officers  of  the  establishment,  for 
their  readiness  at  all  times  to  assist  me  when  I  required  their 
co-operation  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jeremiah  H.  Kelly,  Medical  Superintendent. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


(»apiMi  PKOTESTANT  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

R^ri, 

Spike  Island  Government  Prison, 
6th  January,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — In  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1856,  I  feel  happy  at  being  able  to  state  that 
Divine  Service  was  performed  at  the  prison  church  fifty-six  times, 
nothing  ever  hjtving  interfered  witn  the  due  celebration  of  it. 
At  this  the  attendance  has  been  good,  and  the  prisoners'  conduct 
exemplary.  In  fact,  I  have  never  in  any  instance  had  occasion 
to  reprove  them  for  inattention.  The  ordinary  service  has  b^en 
accompanied  by  singing,  at  proper  intervals,  which  I  have  found 
an  auxiliary  in  promoting  their  attention  and  earnestness,  and 
the  zeal  they  manifest  in  preparation  for  it,  at  a  time  on  the 
Sabbath  morning  allowed  for  the  purpose,  through  the  kind  per- 
mission of  the  authorities,  is  highly  gratifying;  the  numbers 
engaged  in  it  being  usually  ten.  Towards  their  improvement 
I  shall  devote  as  much  attention  as  possible,  and  have  furnished 
them  with  books  suited  to  the  purpose. 

During  the  week  I  lecture  twice,  on  Wednesdays  and  Satur- 
days, confining  my  instructions  on  the  former  to  catechetical 
examination  on  the  Lessons,  Epistles,  and  Gospel,  &c.,  on  the 
latter  to  an  address  ou  some  useful  and  interesting  subject,  choos- 
ing such  as  is  most  likelj  to  bear  on  their  moral  good,  and  act 
as  an  incentive  for  their  imitation.  I  feel  grateful  to  the  authori- 
ties for  having  during  the  past  year  granted  me  the  privilege  of 
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an  additional  day  for  religions  instruction,  as  the  short  portion  S"*^*  Island 
before  allowed  was  insufficient    to   direct  attention  to  any-      prison. 
thing  of  practical  utility.    The  attendance  on  these  occasions,  ^^.777 
in  all  eighty-four  times,  has  been  also  satisfiictory,  none  being  ijepjrt"* 
allowed  to  be  absent  on  the  works,  which  I  had  before  occasion 
to  complain  of. 

The  hospital  was  visited  eighty-four  times,  when  I  read  and 
prayed  witn  the  patients,  finding  tnem  in  every  instance  attentive 
and  wiUing  to  engage  with  me  in  supplication  for  their  temporal 
and  spiritual  restoration,  every  day  tending  towards  the  former 
in  the  improved  dietary,  clothing,  and  personal  comfort,  enjoyed 
by  the  invalids.  To  further  the  latter  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
at  an  early  occasion  of  submitting  for  the  Directors'  approval 
such  a  list  of  books  as  I  consider  advisable  for  the  purpose. 

The  Lord's  Supper  has  been  administered  on  five  occasions, 
preparatory  to  which  1  have  had  the  communicants  under  a 
course  of  mstruction  suited  to  their  reception  of  so  sacred  an 
ordinance,  and  have  been  gratified  at  finding  instances,  in  which 
they  sought  such  spiritual  direction  and  consolation  as  was 
needed,  not  rushing  thoughtlessly  to  engage  therein,  but  with 
*'  due  search  and  examination."  Towards  Sie  fitness  of  the  can- 
didates I  have  also  aided,  as  far  as  I  could  estimate  character 
and  outward  reformation,  admitting  only  such  as  upon  inspec- 
tion I  found  to  have  been  well  conducted  in  prison.     • 

The  solitary  cells  and  prison  school  had  each  their  due  share 
of  attention.  At  the  latter  1  have  observed  with  satisfaction,  on 
various  occasions,  the  rapid  progress  made  by  many  of  the  men 
in  the  short  period  of  two  or  three  months,  who  on  their  admis- 
sion were  altogether  uninstructed ;  and  I  cannot  but  bear  testi- 
mony on  the  several  occasions  I  visited,  to  the  attention  and 
discipline  observed,  by  the  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  return  thanks  to  the  several  superior 
officers,  for  their  uniform  urbanity,  and  their  desire  to  make 
every  thing  as  agreeable  to  me  in  the  performance  of  my  duties 
as  they  could ;  and  I  trust  that  every  succeeding  year  I  shall  be 
privilegjBd  to  minister  among  the  prisoners  shall  abound  with 
increased  opportunities  of  usefulness,  and  that  every  thing  shall 
subserve,  to  what  should  be  the  great  object  of  their  incarcera- 
tion, their  moral  and  spiritual  advantage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

Joseph  G.  Bouchier,  Protestant  Chaplain. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 
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Spies  Island 

^P^T'  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIFS  REPORT. 

RimanCaikolie  *  Spike  Island, 

^J«*'  January  1st,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  present  you  with  my 
Report  for  the  year  1856,  which  is  my  Eighth  Annual  Report  as 
the  Roman  Catholic  Chanlain  of  this  prison. 

During  the  past  year  the  strict  discipline  recently  applied  to 
the  system  of  penal  servitude  in  this  country  has  been  carried 
into  full  operation.  The  enforcement  of  the  stringent  regula- 
tions which  such  discipline  necessarily  required,  exated,  as  may 
be  expected,  a  good  deal  of  ill- temper  and  insubordination 
among  many  of  the  prisoners  hitherto  unaccustomed  to  such 
stringency,  and  otherwise  perverse  and  obstinate.  These  per- 
sons have  given  much  trouble  to  the  prison  authorities  during 
the  year.  But  I  feel  bound  to  say  that  the  greater  number  of 
the  prisoners  have  quietly  submitted  to  everj'  observance  of  the 
new  regulations,  and  have  given  the  fullest  satis&ction  by  their 
general  conduct.  Although  I  cannot  state  that  the  new  dis- 
cipline has  produced  all  the  desired  effects,  still  I  believe  it  to 
be  sound  in  principle,  and  I  am  confident  that  it  will  ultimately 
succeed.  I  do  not  consider  it  at  all  too  stringent  or  severe ;  as 
most  of  these  prisoners  are  now  destined  to  return  to  society  in 
their  own  country  in  a  limited  time,  it  would  be  imwise  to  the 
prisoners  themselves,  as  well  as  to  the  community,  to  make  their 
penal  servitude  here  a  pleasant  or  encoura^ng  state  to  return  to. 

As  &r  as  my  intercourse  and  duties  wiSi  the  prisoners  gene- 
rally were  concerned,  I  have  found  them  respectful,  submissive, 
and  anxious  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
them  of  complying  with  their  religious  duties.  All  the  prisoners 
attend  at  an  early  hour  every  morning  in  the  prison  chapel  for 
morning  prayer,  and  at  two  divine  services  every  Sunday  and 
holiday.  Those  who  have  witnessed  their  conduct  in  the  chapel 
have  been  much  struck  with  their  earnest  and  edifying  behaviour. 
Conduct  to  the  contrary  of  this  has  been  of  rare  occurrence  here. 
As  nearly  200  prisoners  attend  at  the  school  on  week  days,  I 
have  availed  of  this  opportunity  to  take  a  class  of  them,  from 
the  school  to  the  chapel,  daily,  to  impart  to  them  the  necessary 
religious  instructions  and  confession  preparatory  to  the  reception 
of  the  holy  sacraments;  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  great 
majority  of  the  prisoners  under  my  spiritual  care  have  received 
the  sacrament  of  penance  and  the  holy  communion  at  least  once 
during  the  year — many  have  done  so  monthly,  and  some 
weekly — and  158  of  them  have  been  prepared  for  the  sacrament 
of  confirmation,  which  was  solemnly  administered  to  them  in 
the  prison  chapel,  on  the  4th  of  September  last,  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Delany,  the  Roman  Catholic  Lord  Bishop  of  Siis 
diocese.  The  holy  sacraments  were  also  administered  to  a  large 
number  of  prisoners  previous  to  their  departure  for  Bermuda. 

The  number  of  sick  in  hospital  has  greatly  diminished.  Only 
twelve  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.    I  have,  nevertheless. 
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continued  my  usual  practice  of  visiting  the  sick  daily,  to  ad-  ^**»  Island 
minister  to  them  all  the  necessary  services  and  consolations  of     prison. 
religion.  *  I  feel  that  great  credit  is  due  to  the  medical  superin-        "X^Ww 
tendent,  Doctor  Kelly,  and  his  apothecary,  Mr.  O'Connell,  for  ciS^Vf 
the  cleanly  and  orderly  sti^te  the  hospital  has  been  constantly  Rn>^' 
kept  in,  and  for  their  very  humane  and  kind  attention  to  the 
patients. 

I  beg  to  state  that  the  additional  duties  prescribed  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplains,  under  the  new  regulations,  of 
attending  in  the  prison  chapel  at  an  early  hour  every  morning 
to  give  morning  prayer  to  the  prisoners,  and  of  inspecting  all 
'the  prisoners'  letters  going  out  and  coming  into  the  prison,  have 
been  punctually  and  diligently  discharged,  although  often 
attended  with  very  great  inconvenience.  But  as  those  duties 
have  been  considerea  necessary,  I  have  not  hesitated  to  comply. 

I  have  visited  the  school  once  or  twice  a  day,  and  I  have 
always  found  it  in  constant  and  regular  operation.  The  entire 
business  devolved  on  two  teachers,  with  a  visit  once  a  week 
firom  the  head-schoolmaster,  who  resides  at  the  forts.  Owing 
to  the  incessant  labours  of  the  two  teachers,  Messrs.  OHourke 
and  M'Cartan,  during  the  whole  of  each  day  and  part  of  the 
night,  visible  progress  has  been  made  by  the  majority  of  the 

J)nsoners.  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  school, 
brming  as  it  does  two  distinct  schools,  one  for  each  half  of  the 
day,  the  calling  the  lists,  arranging  the  classes,  and  keeping  the 
books  requirea  by  the  prison  authorities,  and  the  Eteard  of 
Education,  twice  each  day,  must  necessarily  occupy  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  teachers'  time.  The  appointment,  there- 
fore, of  an  additional  teacher  is  quite  indispensable  to  the  eflS- 
cient  working  of  the  school. 

I  have  constantly  visited  the  prisoners  confined  in  solitary 
punishment,  and  I  nave  spared  no  pains  to  impress  upon  them 
the  wickedness  and  folly  of  their  refractory  conduct.  And  I 
feel  'warranted  in  stating  that  my  efforts  in  that  respect  have 
had  a  very  salutary  effect  on  some,  while  they  seem  to  have 
been  entirely  lost  on  others. 

Without  at  all  questioning  the  justice  of  the  punishments 
awarded  in  the  cells,  I  am  of  opinion  that  a  large  portion  of  those 
for  the  minor  offences,  could  be  dealt  with  in  the  penal  wards, 
with  fisur  more  advantage  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  the 
correction  of  the  offenders.  This  opinion  I  have  maturely 
formed  firom  my  observations  during  tne  last  year.  The  four 
modes  of  punishment  here  are,  first,  corporal  punishment,  which 
is  only  inflicted  for  violence  committed  on  an  officer ;  the  second 
is  coiidfinement  in  a  light  or  dark  cell,  on  bread  and  water,  and 
without  a  bed.  This  punishment  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  con- 
fined to  the  graver  offences,  for,  when  prisoners  firequently 
undergo  this  punishment,  it  loses  its  effect  upon  them,  and  be- 
comes a  nullity,  and  they  grow  hardened  and  incorrigible,  and, 
hence,  many  of  them  are  continually  passing  through  the  cells 
without  OToducing  the  least  improvement  in  them,  but  the  con- 
trary.   The  third  mode  of  punishment  is  degradation  from  their 
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^iK«  Uland  classi&^tion:     This  punishment,  though  it  may  not  appear  so  at 

^PrSojI!''"  first  sight,  is  that  which  inflicts  the  greatest  amount  of  pain  arid 

—      .  detriment  to  a  prisoner;  for,  when  a  prisoner  is  degraded  from 

gw^rotto/ic  gxeinpij^ry  or  nrst-class  to  the  lowest  class,  it  requires  such  a 

Report,  lengtn  of^  time  to  recover  the  loss,  that  many  get  mto  despair, 

and  become  careless  of  their  character,  and  sometimes  reckless. 

The  fourth  mode  of  punishment,  which  is  that  of  keeping  the 

refractory  in  penal  probationary  wards,  but  still  continued  at 

their  usual  hard  labour  on  the  public  works,  and  restricted  to  a 

low  scale  of  dietary,  with  a  loss  of  all  prison  privileges,  for  an 

undefined  period,  entirely  contingent  on   tlieir  conduct  and 

reformation,  is  that  which  I  have  found  to  be  most  efiectual,  • 

both  for  reforming  and  deterring  the  transgressors.     I  would, 

therefore,  strongly  recommend  its  more  general  adoption. 

I  think  it  right  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  detri- 
ment sustained  by  the  discipline  of  this  prison  during  the  last 
year,  in  consequence  of  the  incarceration  here  of  Bermuda 
prisoners.  Three  hundred  and  sixty  of  these  men  arrived  here 
in  December,  1855,  and  in  January,  1856,  who  appeared  to  be 
total  strangers  to  all  the  practices  of  religion,  and  the  observance 
of  discipline.  At  first  they  were  placed  in  a  prison  by  them- 
selves, out  their  conduct  was  found  to  be  so  insolent  and  insub- 
ordinate, that  they  could  not  be  governed  while  they  remained 
together.  They  were  then  distributed  through  all  the  wards  of 
the  prison ;  and  it  is  but  too  certain  that  their  irreligious  and 
insubordinate  expressions  and  example  have  had  a  very  mis- 
chievous effect  upon  the  other  prisoners.  It  required  much 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  prison  authorities  and  chaplains  to 
bring  them  to  better  sentiments  and  practice.  At  present,  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  they  are  greatly  reformed,  and  that  the  majority 
of  them  are  giving  every  satismction  bv  tlieir  conduct. 

Most  of  these  prisoners  had  left  tnis  prison  for  Bermuda, 
during  the  last  four  or  six  years,  and  had  been,  previous  to  their 
departure,  comparatively  simple,  well-disposed  men,  attached  to 
the  practices  of  their  religion,  and  submissive  to  the  prison 
authorities,  and  have  retunied  to  us  in  the  depraved  state  I  have 
described.  I  can  state  the  same  of  several  hundreds  of  others 
who  returned  to  this  prison  from  Bermuda  during  the  last 
eight  years :  which  clearly  shows  that  whatever  may  be  thought 
of  the  punishment  and  discipline  of  convicts  in  this  country, 
they  certainly  are  not  improved,  but  the  contrary,  by  their 
transportation  to  Bermuda. 

Though  a  large  number  of  prisoners  have  received  the  indul- 
gence of  tickets-of-leave  out  ot  this  prison  during  the  last  year, 
not  one  has  been  sent  back  for  any  offence,  and  I  have  only 
heard  of  three  to  have  in  any  way  misconducted  themselves.  I 
am  confident,  while  it  is  carried  out  so  judiciously  and  securely, 
as  has  been  done,  hitherto,  by  the  Government  and  prison 
authorities,  in  granting  it  to  none  but  those  of  well-proved  con- 
duct, and  with  certain  employment  secured  to  them,  that  few 
will  relapse.  I  am  also  of  opinion,  if  tickets-of-leave  were 
granted  to  the  most  deserving  of  the  penal  servitude  prisoners. 
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it  would  be  not  only  a  reward  for  good  conduct  in  themselves,  *««»  Ijilind 
but  also  an  incentive  to  the  others  to  follow  their  example.      prmom*"' 

Some  stimulus  of  this  kind,  to  this  class  of  prisoner,  would  be        

most  useftd.     A  mitigation  of  even  three  or  six  months  would  cka^Mt^ 
answer  the  purpose.  Report, 

I  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  persons  unacquainted  with 
the  distinction  sometimes  confound  ticket-of-leave  with  pardoned 
prisoners.  Several  of  the  latter  have  unfortunately  relapsed  into 
crime,  while  few  or  none  of  the  former  have  as  yet  abused  their 
indulgence. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  my  anxiety  for  the  welfere  of 
this  establishment,  with  which  I  have  been  so  long  connected, 
has  induced  me  to  submit  to  you  the  foregoing  remarks  and 
suggestions  resulting  from  my  experience.  1  trust  that  you 
will  not  only  not  deem  them  unimportant,  but  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  give  them  your  earnest  consideration. 

I  have  me  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
servant 

T.  F.  Lyons,  R.  C.  Chaplain. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


ASSISTANT  KOMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.      AmHoniR.C. 

Chaplam*$ 

Spike  Island  Government  Prison,        '^' 
January  7,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — Among  the  various  topics  that  might  be 
selected  as  matter  for  a  prison  report,  I  tnink  the  condition  of 
those  committed  from  time  to  time  to  solitary  confinement,  in 
cells,  is  not  the  least  important ;  in  fact,  to  arrive  at  a  correct 
knowledge  of  the  moral  statistics  of  our  convict  community,  a 
close  attention  to,  an  accurate  survey  of,  the  particulars  involved 
in  this  branch  is  absolutely  necessary.  In  this  wav  only  can  we 
arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  those  general  principles  which  will 
best  aid  in  directing  the  movements,  and  applying  the  forces  of 
the  machinery  of  prison  discipline.  Before,  however,  considering 
the  various  details  connected  with  this  subject,  I  think  it  may  be 
well  to  state  how  hx  our  present  system  has  a  right  to  claim  (on 
principle)  the  merit  of  the  fevourable  results  we  are  happy  to 
nave  to  announce  for  the  close  of  the  past  year.  A  liberal,  an 
abundant  provision  for  the  prisoners*  physical,  moral,  and  spiri- 
tual requirements  are  among  the  first,  the  most  necessary  and 
important  conditions ;  the  motives  that  are  likely  to  have  the  most 
powerful  and  the  most  permanent  effect  on  a  being  constituted  as 
the  felon  is,  I  consider  as  the  next  essential  and  sufficient  deside- 
ratum. Like  the  vague,  but  irresistible  desire  all  men  have 
after  happiness,  the  object  of  the  pnsoner^s  fondest  aspirations  is 
the  liberty  which  he  oelieves  lies  beyond  the  limits  of  penal 
life.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it  is  in  the  greater  tendency  with 
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^nu  isLATO  which  his  will  is  carried  thereto,  as  the  manr  elements  widely 
^S!m^  scattered,  which  go  to  form  the  first,  are  here  concentrated 
^^-—  on  one  object  to  which  the  inward  eye  is  always  turned.  A 
cikJjSI't  '  scheme  of  reformation,  therefore,  which  the  prisoner  cannot 
Report.  oppose  without  going  counter-current  to  the  onward  course  of 

his  irresistible  feelings  ought — if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  laws 
which  regulate  man's  moral  nature — produce  the  happiest 
results.  Fortunately  for  the  cause  of  order,  morality,  and  dis- 
cipline, the  two  influences  just  touched  upon  bear  the  most 
intimate  relation  to  each  otlier.  Like  two  rivers  hastening  to 
same  point,  they  meet,  they  blend,  and  course  along  until  lost 
in  the  ocean-depths  of  soaety.  The  hope  of  reward,  and  the 
fear  of  punishment — one  inviting  to  the  observance  of  rule,  and 
the  other  forbidding  its  violation — are  the  motives — are  the 
great  moral  forces  which  have  been  wisely  supplied  by  authority 
tor  effecting  the  reformation  of  the  prisoner.  The  badges  or 
marks  pointing  out  the  progress  he  has  made  on  the  road  to 
liberty,  encourage  and  sustain  his  aspirations  for  the  same ;  and 
the  denial  or  subtraction  of  these,  with  the  infliction  of  punish- 
ment by  committal  to  solitary  confinement,  sensibly  remind  him 
of  his  retrogression  from  the  goal  to  which  he  had  finally  hoped 
he  was  &st  hastening.  Excitement,  sometimes  amounting  to 
fury,  which  I  have  seen  prisoners  manifest,  on  several  occasions, 
when  stripped  of  those  badges,  and  committed  to  solitary 
punishment,  I  would  boldly  instance  as  so  many  genuine  and 
powerful  manifestations  of  their  thorough  appreciation  of  these 
emblems  of  dawning  liberty.  The  prisoners  extreme  sensitive- 
ness to  the  loss  of  these  may  be  also  taken  as  the  measure  of 
his  moral  vitsdity,  and  also  of  that  moral  force  which,  by  its 
superior  energy,  would  tame  down  those  passions  which 
prompted  to  the  violation  of  that  prison  discipline  for  which  he 
18  now  suffering  punishment;  in  proof  whereof  I  have  now 
before  my  minus  eye  many  prisoners  I  have  seen  transported 
after  this  &shion,  when  going  my  daily  rounds  to  cells,  in  order 
to  admonish  such  as  might  be  in  solitary  confinement  I  per- 
ceived that  all  this  seeming  recklessness  was,  at  bottom,  but  a 
stormy  and  intense  confession  of  their  appreciation  of  the  dis- 
cipline they  had  just  violated;  and,  therefore,  when  the  blast 
woxdd  blow  over — the  prisoner  being  lefit  alone  to  commune 
with  his  reason  in  his  cell — I  feared  not  for  the  results.  Then, 
too,  as  in  duty  bound,  when  reproving  the  prisoner  for  the 
fault  committed,  I  found,  with  very  few  exceptions,  that  an 
attentive  and  respectfiil  hearing  was  given  to  the  admonition 
then  offered.  A  simple  exposition  of  the  injury  he  had  foolishly 
done  himself,  of  the  wounds  inflicted  on  those  feelings  which 
had  been  pledged  to  order,  more  especially  through  the  rewards 
it  held  out,  carried  conviction  to  their  minds — the  seeds  of 
reformation  were  sown.  I  would  not  venture  to  say  that  this 
most  desirable  result  immediately  followed  afler  the  first 
incubation  of  reflection;  various  expeiiments,  at  least  with 
respect  to  some,  had  to  be  made,  before  the  desired  effect  was 
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brought  forth.  A  more  triumphant  proof  of  the  ameb'oratinff  Swmi  Islanb 
tendencies  of  the  system  now  in  operation  could  not  be  adduced  pS^h*"^ 
than  the  happy  change  wrought  in  the  habits,  in  the  conduct  — 
of  some  of  the  wildest,  the  most  stubborn,  and  the  most  reck-  cka!^^f*  ^' 
less  natures  I  have  known  in  this  prison.  For  a  time,  indeed,  Report. 
it  might  be  a  question  if  any  reformation  could  be  effected ;  how- 
ever, the  wise  and  steady  application  of  wholesome  discipline 
gradually  cooled  down  their  hot,  their  fierce  passions ;  and  now 
having  mllen  in  with  the  general  and  regular  movement  of  pri- 
son discipline,  they  appear  ftdly  to  appreciate  its  spirit,  and  to 
relish  its  advantages.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  punish- 
ments particularly  within  the  last  three  or  four  months  may,  I 
should  think,  be  taken  as  a  fair  test  of  the  improved  tone  of 
prison  life.  Previously  the  committals  to  cells  had  amounted 
often  to  a  high  figure,  and  the  causes  or  crimes  for  which  these 
punishments  had  been  inflicted  were  matter  for  serious  considera- 
tion. The  warders  here,  who  may  be  considered  the  eye  and  the 
hand  of  authority,  are  placed,  in  consequence,  in  the  most  deli- 
cate relations  to  the  prisoner.  Him  it  is  their  duty  to  watch,  to 
restrain,  to  report  against :  as  the  medium  through  which  the 
charge  of  guilt  for  which  punishment  is  inflicted  by  authority  is 
conveyed,  they  are  naturally  disposed  to  view  him  in  the  same 
light  as  the  instrument  of  torture  itself.  No  doubt  his  position 
may  render  him  also  the  agent  of  much  good  to  the  prisoner. 
He,  fallen  in  character,  broken  in  spirit,  almost  lost  in  hope, 
on  whose  neck  presses  the  yoke  of  servitude  day  after  day, 
naturally  turns  his  eyes  to  those  who  can  lend  a  helping  hand 
to  rescue  him  from  the  depths  of  despair.  If  the  oflScer  in 
charge,  to  whose  honour  and  discretion  are  committed  in  no 
small  way  the  prisoner's  character  and  hopes  of  liberty,  has  for 
him  that  sympathy  which  duty  forbids  not,  if  he  treats  him 
with  that  humanity  which  a  wise  code  of  prison  regulations 
teaches,  he  may  indeed  acquire  over  his  mind  an  ascendancy 
which  will  prove  no  less  beneficial  to  order  than  to  the  prisoner 
himself  A  certain  routine  of  work  the  prisoner  must  do ;  a 
certain  form  of  discipline  must  be  observed.  Which  is  the  more 
agreeable,  to  perform  this  willingly  or  unwillingly  ? — ^A  moment's 
reflection  will  tell.  Hence  we  see  that  when  the  warders  and 
the  prisoners  mutually  understand  each  other  (and  this  is 
quite  compatible  with  a  proper  sense  of  duty),  business  goes  on 
without  meeting  with  those  violent  and  startling  checks  which 
may  leave  behind  the  most  deplorable  recollections.  A  sick 
mind,  like  a  sick  body,  requires  kind  and  skilful  treatment. 
Soft  words,  like  oil  poured  on  certain  sores,  are  best  adapted  to 
minds  whose  whole  existence  here  may  be  called  one  continaed 
moral  pain.  Indignant  language,  or  tones  pointed  by  an  equal 
against  another,  might  be  considered  offensive ;  but  when  these 
are  made  the  vehicle  of  command  from  a  superior,  the  more 
especially  when  he  is  the  executive  of  punishment,  to  an 
inferior,  whose  mind  is  painftdly  alive  to  the  utter  degradation 
which  oyerwhelms  him,  it  is  looked  upon  as  an  assumptiou  of 
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fpikb  Ulahd  tyranny — an  unauthorized  punishment  that  strikes  at  his  moral 
^***PmS?"  nature,  which  he  hoped  an  oflFender  was  forbid  to  touch.     The 

letter  of  the  law  may  not  have  been  violated,  though  the  sjririt 

Chaph^'f'  ^  ^^  5  ^^^  ^^  unhai)py  prisoner,  in  the  glaring  consciousness  he  had 
JUport.  of  his  utter  inability  to  protect  or  avenge  himself,  meets  the  insult, 

the  injury  virtually  offered  him,  in  language  equally,  if  not  more 
indignant.  He  has  transgressed,  and  that  instinctively,  before 
reason  had  time  to  put  on  the  check  to  a  will  dragged  head- 
long by  the  violence  of  passion.  His  insubordination  is  manifest; 
he  has  grossly  offended  his  officer ;  he  is  brought  forth  for  punish- 
ment ;  he  is  committed  to  the  cell.  The  marks  of  good  condua 
which  he  had  been  some  months  back  most  anxiously  and 
sedulously  labouring  to  win,  or  secure,  are  taken  from  him. 
The  very  clothes  of  the  prisoner  continually  passing  by,  pain- 
fully remind  him  of  the  loss  he  has  sustained,  of  the  despair  he 
does  not  sec  he  could  prevent.  Murmuring  complaints  break 
out  against  order  and  authority.  They  are  more  particularly 
levelled  against  those  they  consider  more  inmiediately  the 
authors  of  their  misfortune.  Others,  too,  perhaps,  have  a  like 
tale  to  tell ;  evil  advice,  dangerous  suggestions^  are  given,  are 

Sropagated ;  passion  has  mounted  up  to  fury ;  reason  is  ban- 
aged  for  a  time,  and  the  work  of  destruction  begins.  This 
I  consider  a  true,  if  not  an  adequate  analysis  of  me  spirit  of 
daring  insubordination  which  raged  here  at  a  certain  period  of 
last  year,  and  which  led  to  the  most  deplorable  catastrophes. 
The  excess  of  the  evil  cured  itself.  A  spirit  of  fear,  more  or  less, 
came  over  parties ;  and  though  a  firm  and  exact  discipline  is  still 
enforced  against  the  evil  doer,  I  feel  convinced  that  the  vigilant 
and  discreet,  yet  humane  spirit  which  regulates  our  prison  dis- 
cipline, is  one  of  the  main  causes  which  secures  the  wiUing  and 
steady  obedience  of  the  prisoner.  Than  the  system  itself,  none 
could  be  better;  for  the  double  impulse  communicated  to  the 
prisoner's  mind  from  the  fear  of  punishment,  and  the  hope  of 
reward — and  that,  too,  for  the  line  along  which  his  will  is 
supposed  to  move,  viz.,  the  line  that  points  to  liberty — could  as 
little  fail  of  their  effect  when  the  disturbing  causes,  to  use  the 
language  of  philosophy,  were  removed,  than  the  laws  of  gravita- 
tion itself  Wlien  some,  alarmed  at  the  events  which  occurred 
here  last  year,  feared  it  would  not  prove  a  machine  sufficiently 
powerful  to  prevent  crime,  or  secure  the  officers  from  the  fierce 
and  turbulent  passions  of  some  prisoners,  I  expressed  my  dissent, 
and  said  that  these  facts,  however  to  be  deplored,  could  supply 
no  reasonable  grounds  against  the  soundness  of  it,  as  they  arose 
from  causes  with  which  it  was  not  intimately  connected,  and  for 
which  it  could  not  be  responsible.  The  thing  is  now  folly 
justified  by  the  results.  The  number  of  committals  for  punish- 
ment in  cells  has  greatly  decreased.  From  being  ten,  eleven, 
twelve,  per  diem,  it  has  been  reduced  to  four,  five,  and  six,  with 
occasional  variations.  The  great  body  of  the  prisoners  appear 
to  be  penetrated  with  a  more  thorough,  with  a  more  sincere 
conviction  of  the  wise  and  beneficent  economy  of  the  machinery 
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which  directs  prison  life ;  they  appear  to  appreciate  the  more  S"""  Islawo 
its  advantages,  and  anxious  to  secure  the  same.  In  the  critical  ^pSSiNf^ 
circumstances  I  have  touched  upon  above,  I  felt  that  the  relation  .  — 
of  a  pastor,  in  which  I  stood  to  the  prisoners,  afforded  me  c^!m$'  ^' 
facilities  of  access,  of  influence  over  their  minds  which,  if  duly  lieport. 
availed  of,  might  go  no  small  way  in  exorcising  the  demon  of 
insubordination  that  was  driving  on  certain  individuals  to  head- 
long destruction.  In  various  places  and  ways,  and  more 
especially  at  the  times  and  in  the  places  of  divine  worshi]),  I 
reasoned  with  them  with  all  the  force  and  point  I  was  capable 
of,  on  the  folly  and  injustice  of  their  notions  and  conduct.  I 
explained,  as  it  was  esisy  to  show,  the  intrinsic  value,  the  direct 
tendencies  of  the  discipline  they  had  been  foolish  enough  to 
violate.  I  showed  them '  how  ungrateful  and:  suicidal  has  been 
their  conduct,  and  held  out  to  them  in  prospective  the  evils 
they  were  preparing  for  themselves.  Language  of  this  cha- 
racter, addressed  to  prisoners  collected  together  in  one  body, 
and  not  yet  generally  infected  with  the  lever  of  insubordination, 
though  perhaps  in  the  embryo  state  of  a  dark  and  hidden 
sympathy,  had,  I  am  bold  to  say,  the  desired  effect.  The  current 
of  public  opinion,  such  as  it  existed  amongst  prisoners,  being 
turned  into  the  channel  of  order,  the  workers  and  propagators 
of  sedition  felt  the  tide  had  left  tliem — that  their  scheme  of 
evil  was  strangled — shipwrecked — hopeless.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  the  prison  authorities  for  the  wise  and  firm 
measures  adopted  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the  occasion.  The 
warders,  too — a  very  efficient  and  meritorious  class  of  public 
officers — did  their  part  suitably  to  the  occasion.  In  fine,  I  take 
tliis  opportunity  of  bearing  testimony  to  the  firm,  judicious,  and 
humane  conduct  of  Mr.  Leytle,  the  warder  in  charge  of  the 
cells  for  the  past  year,  with  whom  my  duties  there  brought  me 
ill  daily  commimication. 

Passing  on  to  those  duties  which  may  be  called  more  strictly 
professional,  I  hope  I  have  discharged  mine  regularly  and 
efficiently.  The  list  includes  divine  sei'vice  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days, preaching,  administration  of  sacraments,  interment  of  the 
dead,  and  visiting  the  sick  in  hospital.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  prisoners  received  confirmation  during  the  last  year  at  the 
hands  of  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Delany.     Within  the  last  year  two 

Eublic  daily  pray  ersfor  all  the  prisoners  congregated  together  have 
een  introducecl ;  and,  considering  the  good  effects  derivable  and 
obtained  from  this  pious  practice,  I  congratulate  authority  on 
the  wisdom  of  its  institution.  I  have  noticed,  indeed,  before  the 
close  of  our  year,  a  growing  desire  among  prisoners  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  which  religion  affords.  This 
manifested  itself  the  more  especially  at  those  times,  and  on 
those  occasions  when  duty  and  habit  excite  the  attention  and 
rouse  the  conscience  of  the  piisoner  to  the  reception  of  the 
sacraments.  When  it  is  considered  that  the  sincere  and  con- 
scientious discharge  of  this  duty  (and  such  we  are  boimd  to 
believe  it,  as  the  peculiar  form  of*  our  discipline  makes  it  almost 
voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,)  presupposes  the  silence 
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8»TM  isLAHv  and  submission  of  the  passions,  a  conversion  of  heart,  a  desire 
pSSoir"  ^^  \ea&i  to  the  renunciation  of  sin,  it  is  not  difficult  to  nnder- 

. stand  how  ^vourable  it  must  be  to  the  cause  of  prison  order 

aS^^^f'  ^'  «^nd  reformation.     Discipline,  no  doubt,  including  the  punish- 
HipmrL  meuts  it  inflicts,  will  insure  an  external  compliance  and  submis- 

sion ;  but  considering  the  motives  it  acts  upon,  that  it  addresses 
itself  to  the  prisoners^  hopes  and  fears,  a  doubt  may  remain  that  it 
will  yet  reach  the  secret  springs  and  tendencies  of  the  heart,  and 
that  when  restraint  is  removed,  and  &vourable  circumstances 
present  themselves,  they  may  react  with  a  force  equal  to  the 
compression  which  shut  them  in — equal  to  the  violence  of  the 
temptation  which  may  attract  them.  Religion,  when  it  is  a 
lively  fidth  and  a  living  conscience — and  experience  shows  that 
prisoners  are  not  proof  a^nst  such  influences — ^purifies  and 
changes  the  heart,  and  makes  the  prisoner  a  proselvte  to  order. 
I  can  myself  bear  testimony  to  the  fervour  which  prisoners  bring 
to  the  public  duties  of  religion — ^to  the  solemn  and  earnest 
attention  manifested  when  instructing  them  on  the  Grospel  truths 
of  the  day,  and  the  many  jmd  various  spiritual  and  moral  obli- 
^tions  extracted  therefrom.  Another  manifestation  also  of  the 
improved  spirit  pervading  the  prisoners,  are  the  frequent  and 
earnest  appeals  made  to  me  for  religious  books.  It  is  true  there 
are  some  select  religious  books  in  their  respective  wards,  pro- 
vided liberally  and  willingly  by  authority ;  but  the  novelty  and 
attraction  of  these,  at  least  for  some,  are  soon  over,  nor  are  they 
such  as  would  best  and  adequately  suit  various  tastes.  History, 
biography,    anecdotical,    miscellaneous    reading,    books    .that 

f  resent  various  pictures  of  nature,  life,  character,  and  manners, 
am  convinced  would  be  eagerly  sought  after,  and  read  by  the 
prisoners.  The  effects  would  be  more  enlarged  thoughts,  more 
elevated  sentiments ;  new  wells  of  hope  womd  spring  up  in  the 
soul,  a  greater  thirst  for  Uberty  would  be  excited,  and  conse- 
quentlv  a  more  earnest  and  steady  appreciation  of  the  means 
whereby  it  might  be  the  sooner  attained.  Our  library,  indeed, 
supplies  this  want  to  a  certain  extent ;  but  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  saying  that  a  great  part  of  the  matter  of  which  these  boo^ 
are  composed,  is  too  hard  and  dry  to  be  digested  by  prisoners — 
too  high,  fiir-fetched,  and  scientific — and  I  will  also  say,  heavy 
and  spiritless — ^to  be  reached  at  or  appreciated  by  them.  No 
doubt,  to  those  who  could  lay  themselves  down  to  a  brown  study, 
or  apply  themselves  to  serious  reading,  they  may  supply  as 
useful  information,  if  not  more  so,  than  others  I  might  name; 
but  for  those  whose  moral  elasticity  is  in  no  small  way 
imdermined  by  the  conditions  of  prison  life,  knowledge  must  lie 
received  into  the  mind  with  the  same  ease  and  facihtr  that  air 
passes  in  through  the  natural  lungs.  The  comedy  of  life  is  over 
for  the  present  with  the  prisoner;  he  has  passed  into  the  deep 
shadow  of  tragedy ;  touching  striking  scenes  and  events,  there- 
fore, are  what  will  best  arrest  his  attention,  and  will  also  best 
restore  and  elevate  his  fidlen  nature.  As  instances,  some  out  of 
many  such  books  as  "Plutarch's  Lives,"  "  Josephus's  Antiquities 
and  Jewish  Wars,"  "  Rolling  Ancient  History,*  <'  Butler's  Lives 
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of  the  Samts^  (a  work  often  asked  for),  histories  of  various  SpimIm.aiiii 
countries,  ancient  and  modem,  prose  moral  works  and  poems,  ^^SST" 
DMght,  I  will  humbly  say,  be  safely  recommended.  Books  of  .  — 
this  stamp,  with  a  due  care  to  a  proper  and  varied  selection,  cSi^JSJ/^' 
would  I  am  sure  profitably  fill  up  the  vacant  hours  of  the  pri-  Report. 
soners,  and  at  the  same  time  give  them  a  true  relish  for  self- 
culture  and  improvement.  From  our  library,  which  is  to  be 
seen  in  a  comer  of  our  schoolroom,  by  a  natural  and  easy  transi- 
tion, I  am  reminded  to  speak  of  what  is  passing  therein.  I  find 
for  the  past  year  a  very  appreciable  improvement  in  the  literary 
attainments  of  the  several  classes  whicn  fa^uent  it  in  due  rotar 
tion.  The  solenm  and  earnest  application  of  the  pupils  in  their 
various  places  is  visible  to  all  who  have  eyes  to  see ;  and  the 
order,  the  discipline,  under  which  school  business  is  conducted, 
is  truly  admirable.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  have  scarcely  found 
any  in  solitary  punishment  for  violation  of  school  regulations ; 
and  here,  as  in  the  proper  place,  I  beg  respectfullj  to  say  that 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  our  very  enlightened  and 
our  very  respected  Board  of  Directors  for  their  anxiety  to  give 
to  the  prisoners  an  intellect,  and  to  enlarge  the  same.  Certain 
regulations,  over  and  above  consulting  for  the  greater  intel- 
lectual progress  of  the  prisoner,  emphatically  decbre  the  con- 
viction in  their  minds  that  one  of  the  principal  means  of  the 
thorough  improvement  of  the  prisoner  is  the  light  which  educa- 
cation  affords,  and  with  this  philosophy  I  perfectly  agi'ee. 
Every  man  respects  his  intellect  more  or  less,  and  the  more  he 
has  of  it,  cmterin  paribus^  the  more  powerful  will  its  action  be  on 
the  moral  machinery  which  goes  to  form  the  being  called  man. 
The  simultaneous  action  .of  education  and  religion  on  the  minds 
of  the  prisoners,  steadily  and  zealously  applied,  would  I  ain 
sure  abimdantly  produce  the  results  which  ought  to  be  expected 
from  both.  I  have  noticed  the  influence  of  both  these  elements 
in  action,  and  I  have  found  in  proportion  to  the  measure  of  joint 
forces  expended,  was  the  impulse  given  to  the  prisoner  in  the 
march  of  improvement.  Our  national  idiosyncracies  invite  such 
conclusions;  and  whenever  the  conviction  is  entertained  that 
the  well  of  life,  whose  refreshing  waters  are  drawn  from  the 
stores  of  knowledge  and  religion,  is  supplied  genuine  and  pure, 
it  is  availed  of  with  an  insatiable  thirst — ^with  an  exhaustless 
capacity.  This  law  of  his  nature,  it  is  not  diflScult  to  see,  mav 
exert  even  a  freer  action  in  the  condition  under  which  the  pn- 
soner  lives  at  present ;  for  his  civil  life  bein^  extinguished  with 
the  interests  and  distractions  which  make  him  overlook,  under- 
value, and  neglect  goods  of  a  higher  and  a  more  permanent 
nature,  he  is  now  placed  in  more  fevourable  circumstances  for 
viewing,  examining,  judging,  and  feeling  those  natural,  those 
eternal  truths  for  which  are  prepared  limitless  and  fethomless 
symr«ithies  in  the  very  depths  of  the  soul. 

Whether  these  manifestations  of  an  improved  state  of  things 
will  continue  when  the  prisoner  is  restored  to  his  liberty,  is  a 
problem  which  the  Searcher  of  Hearts  alone  can  solve.  This 
much  only  I  can  safely  aver,  that  when  advising  prisoners  at 
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SwKtTfLAHD  times,  at  the  moments  they  were  about  to  leave  this  prison 
^Piiftw!^  for  liberty — ^I  have  a  mote  distinct  recollection  of  the  tictet-of- 
—        leave  men — they  answered  me  in  the  sober,  earnest,  and  solemn 
oiSwf^  ^'  accents  of  reflecting  men,  who  felt  and  valued  what  they  were 
Report,  saying,  that  never  again  would  they  give  cause,  by  violating 

the  laws  of  their  country,  for  a  repetition  of  the  servitude  whose 
yoke  they  had  just  laid  aside ;  in  fact,  the  number  of  re-convic- 
tions within  the  last  year,  the  complete,  the  extraordinary  suc- 
cess of  the  ticket-of-leave  system  in  this  country  (for,  firom  the 
public  reports,  it  appears  that  out  of  297  discharged  within  a 
year,  only  five  had  their  tickets  withdrawn),  is  an  evident  proof 
of  the  earnest  truth  with  which  they  delivered  these  parting 
sentiments.  This  very  cheering  fact  I  consider  also  a  trium- 
phant answer  to  the  wild  and  merciless  declamation  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  public  press  against  the  persons  and  the  liberty 
of  convicts.  Because  some  individuals  of  that  class  startled  the 
public  again  by  the  commission  of  crimes  of  a  cei*tain  character, 
It  is  required  that  the  denomination  to  which  those  individuals 
belonged,  or  at  least  a  certain  category  of  it,  should  be  sacrificed 
to  a  hopeless  incarceration.  If  society  itself,  where  the  ^eat 
body  of^criminals  are  cradled,  are  reared,  grow  up,  and  continue, 
were  dealt  with  according  to  the  same  spirit  of  legislation,  the 
conse(|uences  might  prove  rather  serious  to  those  self-constituted 
plaintiffs  themselves. 

Before  concluding,  I  think  it  well  to  state  that  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  prison,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  leaves  nothing  to  be 
desired.  I  have  heard  no  complaints  on  the  score  of  dietary, 
nor  does  the  healthy  appearance  of  the  prisoners  tempt  a  sus- 
picion of  the  same.  Out  of  a  number  varying,  by  a  gradual 
decrease,  from  1,300  to  some  figure  between  800  and  900 
prisoners  during  the  year,  but  twelve  deaths  are  recorded.  I 
make  it  my  duty  to  visit  our  hospital  daily,  and  can  bear 
testimony  to  the  excellent  order  in  which  it  is  kept.  The  medical 
superintendent,  indeed,  deserves  much  praise  for  his  kind, 
humane,  and  skilfiil  treatment  of  the  inmates. 

In  fine,  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  the  respected 
authorities  of  this  prison  have  discharged  their  duties  for  the 
mst  year.  They  were  numerous,  various,  and  complicated. 
The  passions  of  our  convict  community,  pent  up,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  like  the  winds  in  the  hall  of  JEolus,  require  often,  indeed, 
a  skilful  and  firm  hand  to  direct  and  control  them.  It  is  difiicnlt 
to  steer  between  Scylla  and  Charybdis ;  danger  threatens  from 
either  side.  Mercy  carried  too  far  might  remove  the  safeguard 
of  fear ;  discipline  too  rigidly  enacted  might  awaken  the  fierce 
energy  of  despair.  Therefore  it  is  that  a  wise  and  happy  mixture 
of  both  is  found  to  produce  the  most  desirable  results. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

Timothy  O'Sullivan, 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Assistant  R.  C.  Chaplain. 

Prisons,  Dublin  Castle. 
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PRESBYTERIAN  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.  Spike  Uland 

€K)TERi«MBirr 
Spike  Island,  Prison. 

January  5th,  1857.      Pra^n 

Gentlemen, — On  my  appointment  as  Chaplain  to  Spike /?<y^*" ' 
Island,  (which  appointment  Dears  date  the  2l8t  of  February, 
1856,)  I  expressed  my  admiration  of  the  general  government  and 
working  of  the  prison  and  the  condition  of  the  prisoners,  in 
somewhat  strong  terms.  I  stated  this  as  my  first  impression,  for 
at  the  time  I  had  had  no  experience  of  the  working  of  the  system. 
I  am  now  happy  to  say,  after  nearly  a  year's  observation,  that  I 
see  no  reason  to  change  my  opinion,  but  every  thing  to  confirm 
it.  I  know  little  or  nothing  of  other  similar  establishments,  and 
therefore  can  institute  no  comparison ;  but  I  would  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  how  the  general  government  and  discipline  could 
be  improved. 

In  the  foregoing  observations  I  make  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  mental  training  and  moral  progress  of  the  prisoners. 

The  number  of  Presbyterian  pnsoners  under  my  care  during 
the  last  ten  or  eleven  months  has  varied  from  twenty  to  forty- 
two  or  three. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  observe  the  directions  contained  in  the 
excellent  code  of  Prison  Rules  and  Resrulations,  of  gaining  the 
confidence  of  the  convicts,  and  hope  I  have  succeeded,  for  a 
more  intelligent  or  interesting  congregation  I  never  yet  preached 
to ;  I  seldom  even  lose  the  eye  of  one  of  them. 

The  following  is  the  order  of  my  present  ministrations  :— 

Sunday  morning — Divine  service  at  the  Forts. 
Sunday  afternoon — Divine  service  at  Spike  Island. 
Tuesday — Bible  class,  visit  hospital,  and  sometimes  school. 
Friday —  Do.  do. 

The  answering  in  the  Bible  class  is  sometimes  so  good  as  to 
take  me  by  surprise.  We  are  at  present  going  thromjn  the  four 
Gospels.  The  convicts  read  verse  about;  and  I  think  this  exer- 
cise, twice  a  week,  has  improved  them  even  in  the  department 
of  reading.  The  majority  are  able  to  read,  and  some  very  well, 
but  others  not  at  all.  Those  who  cannot  read  do  not  taJte  the 
same  interest  in  the  Bible  class ;  and  this  leads  me  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  schools. 

The  gentlemen  who  conduct  the  educational  department  have 
impressed  me  very  favourably,  as  it  regards  their  general  bear- 
ing, education,  and  tact,  and  painstaking  in  communicating 
instruction ;  but  tlie  time  allowed  to  each  jyrisoner  for  scJwoling — 
half  a  day  in  the  week — is  not  enough,  as  I  have  before  stated; 
they  have  just  time  enough  to  forget  one  week,  what  they  have 
learned  the  week  before.  From  the  marked  attention  of  many 
of  the  prisoners  in  school,  I  feel  confident  that  if  arrangements 
were  made  to  give  them  two  half-days'  schooling  in  the  week, 
instead  of  one,  3ie  opportunity  would  be  prized  and  improved. 
I  am  aware  the  schoolmasters  visit  the  prisoners  in  their  cells  in 
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Snu  ULiND  evenings  (a  very  laborious  work  after  the  labours  of  the  day,) 
^]Su8oIf*'"  ^^*  what  can  two  men  do  among  a  thousand^  without  school 

•—: '      classification  ?    Comparatively  nothing. 
^JJ^Sl?"         It  is  true  that  Spike  Island  is  a  working  prison ;  that  a  large 
Rtport.  amount  of  public  work  is  performed  by  the  convicts ;  but  pubOc 

work  should  come  after  moral  improvement.  The  moral  im- 
provement of  the  prisoners  should  be  number  one*  or  rank  first; 
and  the  minister  of  religion  can  expect  to  accomplish  but  little, 
in  this  department,  without  the  aid  of  the  schoolmaster,  who  is 
first  in  time,  if  second  in  importance. 

A  great  amount  of  popular  infidelity  (for  I  can  think  of  no 
more  correct  terra)  prevails  respecting  the  moral  improvement 
or  reformation  ofprisoners;  and  I  am  sonr  to  find  men,  in  the 
high  position  of  English  Judges,  lending  tneir  authoritv  to  the 
support  of  an  error,  or  unhe]ie£,  the  prevalence  of  whicn  would 
paralyze  every  moral  and  religious  effort  for  the  improvement 
of  the  prisoner.  I  cannot  think  so  lowly  or  badly  of  human 
nature,  even  in  the  case  of  con\dcts,  as  to  believe  its  cure  sur- 
passes the  power  of  Christianity,  and  that  every  apparent 
improvement  is  to  be  ranked  under  the  head  of  hypocrisy,  and 
the  "lifting  up  of  the  whites  of  the  eyes** — which,  to  chaplains, 
is  a  source  of  self-glorification.  I  know  nothing  of  the  way  in 
which  English  convicts  express  or  display  their  religious  feeling ; 
but  I  can  state  with  confidence  that  there  are  several  Irish 
prisoners,  of  whose  moral  improvement  I  think  most  hopefully, 
although  they  are  not  in  the  nabit  of  showing  the  whites  of  their 
eyes.  And  I  am  happy,  Grentlemen,  on  this  subject  to  be  able 
to  quote  your  authority: — ^in  the  First  Annual  Report,  for  the 
year  ending  31st  of  December,  1854,  you  say  of  Insh  convicts, 
when  comparing  them  with  Enghsh,  "There  is,  therefore, 
greater  ground  to  hope  for  a  speedy  and  complete  reformation^ 
{vide  page  20). 

I  feel  that  on  the  convicts  canability  of  improvement ^  I  cannot 
speak  too  stroni^ly,  that  here  I  cannot  over-estimate  the  impor- 
tance of  "my  office,''  especially  at  a  time  when  (according  to  the 
schoolboy's  fiible  of  the  town  to  be  defended)  we  have  curriers, 
who  magnify  the  virtues  of  "leather  and  prunella."  It  is  highly 
satisfiictory  to  mark  the  wise  government  and  discipline  of  this 
prison,  and  «f  the  general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  during  con* 
finement ;  but  I  need  not  inform  vou— especially  at  a  time  that 
an  outcry  is  raised  against  the  ticKet-of-leave  system,  (of  which 
I  offer  no  opinion,)  that  the  public  look  rather  to  the  conduct  of 
prisoners  after  thev  are  liberated — ^that  they  judge  of  the  nature 
of  the  pruning  and  training,  by  the  irmt  of  the  tree,  when  trans- 
planted into  a  firee  soil.  But  we  can  expect  no  good  ft*uit — no 
radical  or  moral  improvement,  which  does  not  result  from  the 

*  Since  writinff  the  abore  I  find,  on  a  re-pemsal  of  the  First  Beport  of  the 
Directors,  that  these  gentlemen  have,  on  more  than  one  subject,  anticipated  my 
remarks.  Speaking  ox  the  public  work  performed  by  prisoners,  they  say  (p.  12), 
**  We  do  not  connder  the  profit  which  may  accrue  from  the  labour  of  the  oon- 
Tiott  to  be  th$Jlrtt  or  mxM  importani  olff^ct.** 
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jMToper  application  of  moral  machinery,  a  machinery  which  has  Sm«  Zsmm 
not  hitherto  been  sufficiently  worked  or  appreciated.*  pSSoiIf"' 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  state        — 
of  the  library.     The  number  of  books  in  the  catalogue  is  some-  cL,^ 
thing  over  500.     Many  of  these  are  unsuitable  ror  convicts,  lUpart. 
though  very  excellent;  while  a  large  number  of  the  readable 
books  are  worn  out,  and  therefore  no  longer  readable.     Hence, 
the  library  now  is  unable  to  meet  the  demand  upon  it.     To  put 
a  good  book  into  a  prisoner's  hand,  is  to  place  a  wise  man  at  his 
side.  If  they  have  no  books  to  occupy  their  time  in  the  evenings 
they  will  be  at  something  else — 

**  For  Satan  finds  some  mischief  still 
For  idle  hands  to  do ; " 

and  I  may  also  add,  for  idle  heads  and  hearts. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

C.  B.  Gibson,  Presbyterian  Chaplain. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.  Ckafiam*$ 

Carlisle  Fort  Government  Prison,       ^^^^"^^ 
February  17,  1857. 

Gentlebien, — ^I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  report  of  this 
prison  as  fiu:  as  my  duties  are  concerned. 

I  have  attended  here  for  divme  service  fifty-four  days,  «.^., 
every  Lord's  day,  and  Christmas  day,  and  Good  Friday,  and 
for  religious  instruction  every  week  (one  day)  during  the  past 
year. 

I  have  given  my  best  attention  to  the  question  of  prison  dis- 
cipline for  some  time.  I  was  at  one  time,  and  long,  of  opinion 
that  severity  was  the  only  hopeful  treatment,  strengthened  as 
my  persuasion  was  by  the  insolent  language  and  conduct  of 
many  prisoners  without  provocation;  but  from  the  contrast 
afforded  by  the  quietude,  order,  and  respectful  demeanour  of 
the  prisoners  of  every  religious  persuasion  now  confined  here,  I 

*  Speaking  of  the  ministration  of  cha^ains,  I  have  rentnred  the  remark,  that 
the  moral  machinery  had  not  been  tafficiently  worked  or  appreciated.  Here, 
also,  I  find  myself  borne  out  by  the  Beport  (vide  p.  9),  *  *  the  moral  and  religious 
improTement  of  the  convict  has  not  been  made  matter  of  sufficient  importance, 
nor  has  the  school  instruction  receiyed  much  attention. ^t  I  am  doubly  gratified 
by  these  obeCTrations.  I  am  happy  to  find  opinion^  which  I  formed  indepen- 
dently in  my  own  mind  supported  by  such  competent  authority ;  I  also  conclude 
that  the  remaining  imperfections  of  which  I  speak  will  speedily  disappear,  like 
many  others  which  hare  preceded  them,  for  **  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day." 
_ — — — — ^___  « 

t  In  lately  examining  the  sehools  at  Porta  Camden  and  CarUale— the  retnlt  of  whidi  examination 
aflbrded  me  great  wtifltketion— I  waa  ■tmolrwith  the  peenliaritj,  that  tome  of  the  eonTieta  wko  emuud 
fead  are  able  to  urrUe.  The  writing  in  the  three  sohools— Spilce,  Carlisle,  and  Camden— ia  exoeed- 
ingly  good.  I  inquired  the  oanae  of  this.  One  of  the  maatars  aaid,  "writing  was  mora  of  a  meehanioal 
operation  than  reading."  I  thought  the  replj  cood  and  philoeophioal.  Mr.  Harold,  the  headmaater, 
nid  that  the  eonTieta  were  made  sensible  of  the  advantage  of  eren  writing  their  names  -.  and  he 
■hewed  me  slates  where  three  or  foar  had  done  so  Tery  oleTerly,  who  had  not  left,  or.  I  think  be 
said,  mastered  the  alphabet.    Hii  esplanatioo  (a  desire  to  write  their  names)  I  thooght  the  more 
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*2J^^in)  cannot  but  retract  my  opinion,  and  concur  in  the  wisdom  of  the 

Pbisoii .      altered  sj^stem,  as  exemplified  in  the  present  mild  treatment  and 

^^— r        classification  of  the  convicts,  giving  thereby  a  reasonable  ground 

/e^^iT**       ^^^  future  hope  to  those  who  woula  strive,  with  God's  blessing, 

for  the  mastery  over  evil. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Grentlemen,  your  &ithful  and  obedient 
humble  servant, 

Francis  Shortt, 

Protestant  Chaplain. 
The  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons  in  Ireland. 


Bom^CaikcUc  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

^^'^  Fort  Camden, 

January  22nd,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  Report 
of  the  conduct  of  the  convicts  of  Fort  Camden  committed  to  my 
charge,  for  the  year  ending  1856.  The  recent  changes  in  the 
discipline  of  that  prison,  and  consequently  the  short  stay  of  the 
prisoners  there,  prevent  me  from  forming  as  correct  an  estimate 
of  their  character  as  heretofore ;  however,  from  my  own  personal 
knowledge,  as  well  as  from  the  information  I  receive  from 
those  in  authority  over  them,  their  conduct  is  most  exemplary ; 
and  indeed  I  may  add  unexceptionable. 

The  many  privileges  conceded  to  them,  and  their  intercourse 
with  the  people  have,  in  no  instance,  been  abused ;  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  reflect,  that  out  of  the  many  who  have  obtained 
their  freedom  out  of  this  prison  there  is  no  instance  on  record, 
as  fer  as  I  can  discover,  of  an^  being  re-convicted. 

Their  attention  to  their  religious  duties  has  been  most  praise- 
worthy;  their  attendance  at  morning  and  night  prayer  regular 
and  edifying. 

Divine  service  is  performed  on  all  Sundays  and  holydays,  vnth 
religious  instruction,  to  which  they  pay  marked  attention. 

My  curate  and  I  go  once  a  week  to  hear  their  confessions, 
give  religious  instruction,  and  to  prepare  them  for  the  reception 
of  the  sacraments.  Some  are  weekly,  others  monthly  commu- 
nicants, and  all  approach  the  holy  sacraments  at  the  usual  time, 
Christmas  and  Easter;  and,  from  their  manner  of  preparing  for 
the  reception  of  the  sacraments,  they  seem  to  be  actuated  with 
sentiments  of  sincere  piety  and  devotion.  As  regards  the  school, 
its  state  is  most  satisfactory.  It  is  attended  by  all  the  prisoners, 
irrespective  of  age,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  have  made 
considerable  progress  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and 
geography,  and  snow  a  great  desire  for  further  improvement 
Knowledge  based  on  religion  (without  which  all  human  know- 
ledge availeth  but  little),  appears  to  me  the  only  means  of 
bettering  their  condition,  and  aiding  their  reformation,  to  which 
too  much  attention  cannot  be  given.  I  gladly  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  bearing  testimony  to  the  active  zeal  and  indefatigable 
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industrv  of  Mr.  Harold,  the  respected  teacher  of  this  prison,  SmkbIslahb 
than  whom  no  one  could  be  better  fitted  for  his  post.  ^pSSSn?^ 

I  must  also  say,  that  I  have  had  at  all  times  the  kind  and        — 
active  co-operation  of  the  superintendent,  and  the  several  officers  ^i^SatS'**^ 
in  the  prison,  for  which  I  feel  deeply  gratified.  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  Kyan,  R.  C.  Chaplain. 
The  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons,  Dublin  Castle. 


HEAD  SCHOOLMASTERS  REPORT.  ^wrf^dbo/- 

Camden  Fort  Reformatory  Prison,      fnofter'sReport. 
January  9th,  1857. 

Gentlbmen, — I  beg  leave  to  furnish  you  with  my  Report  of 
the  convict  schools  under  my  charge,  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1856. 

The  schools  in  Spike  Island,  and  in  Carlisle  and  Camden 
Forts,  were  but  three  months  in  operation  under  my  guidance 
when  I  made  my  last  Report,  and  the  observations  and  state- 
ments therein  are,  in  my  opinion,  fully  borne  out  by  this  year's 
further  experience,  the  results  of  which  I  will  endeavour  to 
place  before  you. 

About  the  1st  of  January  of  the  year  1856,  Captain  Knight 
(then  Visiting  Director  in  Spike  Island),  ordered  me  to  nis 
office,  and  examined  me  in  the  most  philosophical  and  metaphy- 
sical manner  concerning  my  opinions  and  experience  as  regards 
convict  management  and  improvement,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  displayed  a  degree  of  research  and  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  rarely  equalled  by  the  members  of  the  most  learned 
professions.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  accounted  adulation  in  me  to 
make  this  passint;  remark,  as  the  gentleman  has  since  retired 
from  the  convict  service.  From  the  tendency  of  his  examina- 
tion, I  conjectured  that  the  Directors  intended  a  further  classi- 
fication of  the  prisoners  than  that  which  then  prevailed,  and  a 
total  separation  of  the  best  or  exemplary  class  ttom  the  others. 
In  a  few  days  after,  Mr.  Hay,  the  Governor,  informed  me  that 
the  exemplary  men  were  to  be  sent  to  Camden,  and  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  Directors  that  I  should  go  with  them.  I  con- 
fess the  announcement  gave  me  some  chagrin,  as  I  had  gone 
through  great  labour  in  organizing  the  Spike  Island  school,  and 
in  writing  out  and  preparing  the  accounts.  I,  of  course,  sub- 
mitted to  the  will  of  my  superiors ;  and,  after  taking  stock  of 
books,  &c.,  and  handing  them  over  to  Mr.  Rourke,  -vmom  I  left 
in  charge  of  the  school,  I  proceeded  to  Camden  on  the  30th  of 
January,  1856,  where  the  exemplary  men  had  been  previously 
sent. 

I  had  to  instruct  the  prisoners  in  both  Carlisle  and  Camden, 
but  had  my  residence  in  the  latter  Fort,  in  order  that  I  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  teaching  and  lecturing  there  every  ni^t. 
I  will  now  give  some  particulars  respecting  Cunden  reformatory. 
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Sf  ntB  liURD  gs  with  it  I  hare  been  more  immediately  comiected,  and  will 
^**^iwic*"*  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^®  course  to  Carlisle  and  Spike  Island  schools. 

—  '  I  was  informed  by  the  Visiting  Directors  and  by  Major  Atkins, 

Uiad  School'  the  Local  Inspector,  that  the  Camden  prisoners  were  to  be 
nuuUi^i  epoti.  ^^^^  rather  as  persons  out  in  the  world,  labouring  for  their 
subsistence  by  day^  and  attending  schools  and  mechanics^  insti- 
tutes to  receive  instructions  $uid  hear  lectures  when  their  daily 
toil  was  over ;  but  in  a  short  time  I  found  that  m'ght  teaching 
alone  would  be  ineffectual,  because  a  number  of  them  were 
weak-sighted,  being  rather  aged,  and  after  the  severe  toil  of  the 
day,  using  the  crowbar,  sledge,  and  barrow  in  the  quarries, 
they  had  not  much  taste  for  instructions,  but  preferred  going  to 
rest,  for  which  I  did  not  blame  them ;  for,  though  in  towns 
mechanics  and  ai'tizans  attend  lectures  by  night  and  improve 
themselves,  from  the  nature  of  their  employment  it  is  not  so 
toilsome  as  that  of  the  quarry-man  and  barrow-man,  such  as  onr 
men  are.  I  then  divided  the  number  provided  with  accommo- 
dation in  Camden,  viz.,  eighty-eight,  into  four  equal  section^, 
and  distributed  my  time  as  follows : — on  Mondav  morning  I 
took  ihe  first  section  of  twenty-one,  which  I  taught  from  nine 
to  two  o^clock,  or  dinner  hour;  on  Monday  afternoon  I  taught 
a  second  section  of  twenty-one,  until  four  o*clock,  p.m.,  and 
lectured  all  for  an  hour  after  work ;  on  Tuesday  I  went  to 
CarUsle,  where  I  pursued  a  course  somewhat  similar,  and  taught 
half  the  number  there — about  forty-two — until  three  or  four 
o'clock,  p.m.,  and  then  returned  to  Camden  (by  the  boat  sent 
specially  for  me  from  Spike  Island),  where  I  taught  or  lectured 
all  the  prisoners  for  an  hour  or  more  after  they  had  given  over 
the  labour  of  the  day;  on  Wednesday  I  taught  the  two  remain- 
ing sections  of  twenty-one  each,  in  Camden,  respectively,  from 
nine  to  twelve,  and  from  one  to  four,  p.m.,  and  taught  or 
lectured  all  in  the  prison  for  an  hour  after  work?  on  Thursday 
I  went  to  Carlisle  and  taught  the  remaining  half — about  forty- 
two— of  the  prisoners  there  until  three  or  four  o'clock,  p.m., 
when  I  returned  to  Camden,  and  taught  or  lectured  for  an  nour 
after  work ;  on  Friday  I  proceeded  to  Spike  Island  by  the  boat, 
sent  specially  for  me,  where  I  taught,  examined,  and  made  sug- 
gestions, until  three  or  four  o'clock,  when  I  returned  to  Camden, 
and  taught  or  lectured  for  an  hour  after  work ;  on  Saturday 
evening  I  assembled  the  whole  of  Camden  school,  and  taught 
them  for  nearly  two  hours,  the  morning  being  appUed  to  the 
keeping  of  mv  accounts.  I  thus  spent  two  whole  days  in 
Carlisle,  three  m  Camden,  and  one  in  Spike  Island,  imparting 
instructions,  affording  each  prisoner  in  Camden  three  hours  day 
instructions,  and  six  hours  night  instructions,  in  the  week,  only 
trespassing  on  their  working  time  three  hours  weekly,  or  half  an 
hour  daily.  About  the  12tn  of  May  last,  Carlisle  became  a  pre- 
paratory training  reformatory  for  Camden,  and  on  the  appoint- 
ment 01  Mr.  Ryan  as  teacher  there,  I  gave  him  the  nece&sary 
instructions;  and,  finding  him  both  competent  and  zealous,  I 
have  since  jprincipaDy  confined  myself  to  Camden,  with  the 
aQ$fAm  cf  one  day  per  week,  which  (weather  peradtting)  I 
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spend  in  Spike  Island.     I  can  now  aflTord  each  prisoner  six  SrmimjM 
honrs  daily  and  six  hours  nightly  instruction  per  week,  only  ^^^^J,*** 
trespassing  on  the  working  time  six  hours  weekly,  or  one  hour        • — 
daily.     As  it  is  contemplated  to  increase  the  numbers  at  both  ^JSi^^wf 
Forts,  on  account  of  the  additional  accommodation  afforded  by 
the  iron  houses,  it  would  be  very  desirable  that  a  distinct  apart- 
ment should  be  appropriated  in  each  Fort  as  a  school  and  lecture 
room,  which  would  render  the  instructions  far  more  effective. 

Of  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  classifvinff  the  convicts,  and 
separating  the  well-disposed  from  the  viciously  inclined,  I  think 
our  prison  here  affords  convincing  evidence — ^if  evidence  were 
wanted  to  convince  any  who  have  read  the  Apostle's  admoni- 
tions, **  Brethren,  be  not  deceived,  evil  communications  corrupt 
good  manners."  For  a  month  or  two  after  the  exemplary  men 
were  sent  here,  a  casual  observer  would  say  that  they  ill  deserved 
the  character,  were  he  to  perceive  all  their  foibles  and  murmur- 
ings ;  but  the  man  who  studies  human  nature  is  well  aware  that 
these  &ults  occur,  and  may  be  foxmd  among  society  in  general, 
and  yet,  on  the  whole,  we  do  not  nor  should  not  pronounce  the 
community  wicked  in  consequence.  About  the  7ui  of  February 
last  (1856)  some  exemplary  men  came  here  from  Spike  Islana, 
who  had  been  sent  home  from  Bermuda,  under  the  impression 
that  they  were  to  obtain  immediate  liberty,  but  being  detained 
they  murmured  and  complained  that  feith  had  been  broken  with 
them ;  these  murmurings  seem  to  have  arisen  more  from  mis- 
conceptions and  defective  training  than  from  any  wilful  perversity^ 
The  elements  of  dissatis&ction  thus  generated  were  beginning 
to  insinuate  themselves  into  the  minds  and  acts  of  the  other 
prisoners  (whose  conduct  in  general  contrasted  forcibly  and 
mvourably  with  those  from  Bermuda) ;  but  the  religious  instruc- 
tions and  admonitions  of  their  chaplains,  the  good  sense  and 
forbearance  of  the  principal  warder,  and  the  other  warders  in 
charge  of  them,  together  with  the  moral  and  literary  instruc- 
tions imparted  in  the  school,  soon  convinced  them  that  all  con- 
nected with  their  management  had  their  wel&re  at  heart;  the 
feelings  of  discontent  abated,  a  better  spirit  was  evoked,  and 
they  became  more  susceptible  of  moral  and  religious  impressions, 
so  that  they  are  now  governed  by  the  finer  feelings  and  by  the 
affections  more  than  by  restraint  or  official  control— they  labour 
well  and  cheerfully,  they  pay  attention  to  their  school  duties, 
and  are  punctual  in  attending  morning  and  evening  prayers, 
and  other  reKgious  obligations.  1  have  frequently  stolen,  un- 
observed, under  their  windows  in  the  mornings  and  evenings, 
when  they  were  not  under  the  restraint  of  an  officer,  and  was 
edified  at  their  attention  to  their  prayers  and  books.  I  might 
hear  a  coarse  or  vulgar  expression,  but  nothing  culpable;  in 
tins  respect  their  conduct  is  fer  more  reserved  than  very  many 
among  society  even  of  a  better  grade. 

Were  thejr  subjected  to  a  rigorous  examination  in  Iherary 
subjects,  their  progress  might  appear  slow  (for  many  of  them 
were  aged  men  of  blunted  mtellect,  and  speaking  only  the  Irish 
knguage)}  but  this  yrwM  be  an  uifiiir  test,  for  amt  af  tiiMi 
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Sfiu  Island  have  acquired  much  useful  information,  thouah  incapable  of 
^pS»on?"  answering  correctly  for  want  of  expression.  Men  who  cannot 
—  read  or  write  so  as  to  gain  much  information  from  books,  have 
^'^^iR^wi,  ^®^  taught  orally  and  by  lecture,  something  of  life  in  general, 
and  are  partially  educated.  It  is  both  amusmg  and  edilying  to 
hear  these  old  men  teaching  each  other  ffeographjr  by  pointing 
out  on  the  maps  the  several  countries,  under  the  Irish*  names  for 
the  different  colours  that  mark  them.  Those  who  have  learned 
to  read,  and  who*  also  speak  Irish,  very  generally  translate  the 
subjects  and  substance  of  their  lessons  into  Irish  for  those  who 
have  &iled  to  learn  to  read.  There  was  a  remarkable  instance 
of  the  effects  of  application  and  perseverance  in  the  case  of 
8.  C,  an  old  stolid  man,  scarcely  able  to  utter  a  word  of 
English,  and  not  knowing  a  letter  in  the  alphabet;  yet,  such  a 
desire  had  he  to  learn  to  read  that  he  applied  ^  himself  day 
and  night  to  the  book,  and  though  extremely  dull  and  slow,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  months  he  could  read  a  First  and  Second 
Book,  and  was  reading  the  Sequel  when  discharged;  not  only 
did  he  improve  himself  but  hp  became  the  medium  of  improve- 
ment to  a  man  named  R.,  and  other  aged  men,  who  baffled 
all  attempts  to  teach  them  in  English,  for  he  translated  for  them 
at  night  what  he  had  learned  during  the  day. 

A  special  report  is  required  from  me  on  the  conduct  and  dis- 
positions of  every  prisoner  liberated  in  this  prison.  I  fear  that, 
nowever  well  founded  my  opinions  may  be,  that  in  many  in- 
stances they  will  not  be  borne  out  by  the  future  conduct  of  some 
of  them ;  for  though  in  general  they  are  good  labourers,  yet  it 
is  probable  that  some  few  of  them  will  not  bend  to  labour  when 
they  leave  //«>,  especially  if  they  cannot  find  emplojrment  so 
remunerative  as  to  afford  them  a  &ir  support;  there  are  others, 
and  by  fer  the  greater  number,  who  will  not  be  able  to  procure 
constant  employment  on  account  of  existing  prejudices  against 
them,  and  a  dearth  of  work  in  this  country,  except  in  spring  and 
harvest.  The  wise  man  prays,  **  Send  me  neither  riches  nor 
poverty;"  and  Dean  Swifl  declares  that  the  little  spark  of  virtue 
to  be  iovLnA.  in  this  life  is  amongst  the  middle  ranks  of  mankind, 
who  are  neither  allured  out  of  its  paths  by  ambition,  nor  driven 
by  poverty.  With  such  testimonies  before  us,  can  it  be  expected 
that  the  ordeal  of  want  and  privations  will  not  be  too  keen  for 
some  of  our  discharged  convicts  and  "  ticket-of-leave  men;" 
however,  it  is  cheering  to  find,  that  many  noble  and  eminent 
philanthropists  are  forming  beneficent  societies  to  provide  means 
of  employment  for  such  as  cannot  otherwise  obtain  it:  nothing 
would  be  more  effectual  in  that  way  than  some  Government 
public  works,  which  would  afford  constant  employment,  and 
prevent  many  from  relapsing  into  crime. 

I  have  watched  with  much  anxiety  the  reports  of  oflfences 
noticed  in  the  public  journals,  and  feel  proud  in  stating  that 
not  an  individual  sent  out  from  Camden  nas  re-appeared  upon 
the  wild  commons  of  guilt  (as  fiu:  as  I  can  hear),  which  omens 
well  for  the  future  of  the  institution.  I  have  likewise  read 
much  in  the  journals  and  periodicals  of  the  day^  all  going  to 
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prove  that  the  amendment  of  life,  which  is  assumed  or  expected  S'***^  Island 
in  our  convict  prisons,  is  but  appai'ent ;  and  that  the  deeds  of    ^^pI^JSl^ 

the  **  ticket-of-leave  men  "  prove  that  they  have  been  consummate        

hyiK)crites — that  they  have  imposed  on  chaplains,  teachers,  and  ma(£r*il^ori. 
other  officers  in  order  to  effect  their  liberation,  which  having 
obtained,  they  returned  to  their  former  dishonest  courses. 
This  may  have  occurred  in  many  instances ;  but  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  if  statistics  were  furnished  of  all  that  have  been  liberated 
on  ''tickets-of-leave,"  those  of  that  class  who  fell  again  into 
crime  would  form  but  a  small  per  centage.  The  exaggerations 
of  the  newspapers  must  have  arisen  from  confounding  all  con- 
victs that  have  been  set  at  liberty  at  the  end  of  their  sentences 
with  '*  ticket-of-leave  men,"  and  designatinff  them  by  the  latter 
name.  The  attainment  of  liberty  is  indeed  the  great  incentive 
to  good  conduct  amongst  the  convicts  of  all  classes;  and  in 
order  to  effect  their  purpose  they  must  discontinue  their  evil 
ways,  and  submit  to  a  long  ana  strict  course  of  discipline, 
during  which  they  receive  religious  and  moral  instructions, 
which  lead  to  purer  motives  and  better  results ;  for  if  they  are 
once  brought  to  that  degree  of  reflection  which  enables  them  to 
live  according  to  discipline  and  rule  for  a  considerable  period, 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  continue  so— except  under  more 
than  ordinary  trials,  which  may  cause  them  to  degenerate. 
Transportation  has  been  recommended ;  but  if  resorted  to  again, 
I  conceive  that  a  great  improvement  could  be  effected  by  train- 
ing, educating,  and  classifying  the  convicts  according  to  the 
present  system  in  this  country,  and  then  sending  them  to  finish 
their  servitude  in  the  colonies,  where  tickets  of  hcence  could  be 
safely  extended  to  the  exemplary  classes. 

The  development  of  the  intellects,  and  the  turning  of  aged, 
and  almost  inflexible  minds  from  their  natural  bias,  must  be  a 
task  of  some  magnitude,  yet  I  have  succeeded  in  rendering  my 
instructions  efficient  in  that  way  by  consulting  the  several  tastes, 
by  analyzing  and  explaining  the  simplest  and  most  fiuniliar 
subjects,  and  by  selecting  that  kind  of  instruction  most  likely 
to  be  practicable  and  useftil  through  life ;  but  above  all,  show- 
ing by  conclusions  and  morals,  drawn  from  the  simplest  lessons 
in  our  national  school  books,  how  perverse  and  grossly  mis- 
taken they  have  been  in  most  of  their  preconceived  opinions, 
never  omitting,  when  expedient,  to  place  before  them  tlie 
beneficence  of  Providence,  the  admirable  mechanism  and  just 
arrangement  of  all  the  works  of  the  Creator,  the  necessity 
of  regular  government,  the  evils  resulting  from  its  want  in 
savage  countries,  and  the  iniquity  of  violating  the  law^  of 
society,  thereby  thwarting  Providence,  and  paining  and  injuring 
our  fellow  beings.  These  principles  I  do  not  very  frequently 
inculcate  by  a  formal  lecture,  as  1  find,  by  experience,  it  would 
be  attributed  to  interested  motives,  being  an  officer  in  the  pay 
of  the  government,  and  would  not  have  me  desired  effect — tut 
I  do  it  rather  incidentally ;  for  in  reading  the  lessons  contained 
in  the  national  school  iJooks  (which  we  use),  the  explanations 
warrant  and  admit  of^uch  conclusions;  they  are  not,  therefore, 

B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


50  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Directon 

SnKx  Island  questioned,  but  very  generally  received  and  treasured  up  in  the 

—  The  mode  of  lecturing  or  conveying  instructions  which  I 

^^^!^Lri,  generally  pursue  is  that  approved  of  oy  Doctor  Whately  in  the 
preface  to  his  "Lessons  on  Reasoning,''  viz.: — ^First,  proposing 
questions,  and  ascertaining  what  the  prisoners  know  of  the 
given  subject;  secondly,  giving  instructions  and  explanations; 
tnirdly,  examinations ;  and  lastly,  recapitulation  of  tne  instruc- 
tions in  a  very  concise  form,  summing  up  the  essential  prin- 
ciples necessary  to  be  impressed  on,  and  retained  by  the  mmd. 

The  time  allowed  for  school  during  the  day  is  employed  in 
teaching  the  several  classes  spelling,  i*eading,  explanatdons  of 
lessons,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  &c.;  and  the  hour 
every  evening  is  applied  to  sim^taneous  instructions,  or  lectur- 
ing and  writmg  alternately. 

The  subjects  for  which  they  have  most  taste  are  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic ;  and  as  these  are  the  most  likely  to  be 
beneficial  to  them  through  life,  I  have  encouraged  that  taste, 
and  paid  much  attention  to  those  branches.  The  maps  of  the 
world,  and  of  its  several  countries,  are  not  used  for  the  mere 

Eurpose  of  teaching  geography,  but  serve  as  great  books  of 
Istory,  chronology,  and  morality:  because,  by  their  meims  I 
bring  vividly  and  practically  before  the  mind  the  rise  and  &I1 
of  empires,  nations,  and  individuals;  the  manners,  customs, 
fellings,  virtues,  resources,  industrial  pursuits,  &c.,  of  the  dif- 
ferent nations  exhibited  on  them;  the  advantages  arising  firom 
international  intercourse  and  commerce;  the  mutual  depend- 
ence of  nations  and  individuals;  and  the  folly  of  national  and 
personal  antipathies. 

Man,  as  a  social  being,  I  make  the  subject  of  my  lecture  in 
the  following  order:-*- 

1st.  Man,  as  a  provident  being,  acquires  property. 

2nd.  The  necessity  of  forming  a  social  compact  to  protect 
that  property. 

3ra.  The  direful  eflFects  of  violating  that  compact,  which,  if 
unrestrained  by  laws,  would  resolve  society  into  its  original 
elements,  and  reduce  mankind  to  the  state  of  violence  in  ^mch 
thev  were  before  the  flood. 

4th.  The  obligation  every  man  is  under  to  support  the 
compact. 

5tn.  The  duties  we  owe  to  ourselves  and  to  society,  even  in 
a  rational  and  moral  sense,  viz. : — 1st.  To  endeavour  to  support 
ourselves  by  industry.  2nd.  To  strive  to  see  and  know  our 
faults  and  propensities,  that  we  may  overcome  them.  3rd.  To 
do  as  much  good  to  our  fellow  beings  as  lies  within  our  pro- 
vince. 4th.  To  avoid  sowing  discord  and  dissension  among 
mankind  by  the  removal  of  stories,  and  such  imprudent  con- 
versations. 5th.  To  have  a  general  good  will  and  wish  for  all 
mankind  without  exception.  6th.  To  avoid  bad  company  and 
its  baneful  influence.  7th.  To  abstain  from  intoxicating  drinks. 
8th.  Sweetness  of  temper,  and  kindness  towards  the  members 
of  our  own  fiunily ,  and  in  our  domestic  circle.    9th.  The  neoes- 
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sity  of  governing  our  passions,  and  subjecting  them  to  reason  ^wkb  Island 
and  religion ;    particularly  avoiding  four  evil  habits  of  the      Pmsoi?"' 
tongue,  namely — ^lies,  censures  and  detraction  of  our  neigh-        — 
hours,  obscene  discourses,  and  cursing.  ma^f^i^Jwr*. 

I  frequently  stimulate  the  men  here  to  the  fiiture  practice  of 
provident  and  industrial  habits,  by  bringing  under  their  notice 
the  great  things  accomplished  by  sudi  persons  as  William 
Hutton,  and  others;  by  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  self- 
teliance,  as  all  other  expectations  of  aid  from  friends  or  dis- 
honest sources  become  railures  in  the  end ;  by  recommending 
each  to  apply  himself  to  some  pursuit  for  which  he  evinces  a 
taste ;  by  explaining  the  necessity  of  husbanding  our  time  pro- 
perly, by  making  the  changes  from  one  occupation  ta  another 
serve  as  so  many  recreations ;  and  by  various  other  instructions 
which  every  day's  experience  suggests. 

In  teaching  agriculture,  I  adopt  a  method  which  is  rather 
the  converse  of  that  usually  followed,  as  I  first  introduce  to 
them  the  unskilful  mode  of  &rming  pursued  in  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  the  prison,  and  the  improvements  that  could  be  effected 
by  levelling  ditches,  draining,  deep  digging,  rotation  of  crops, 
house-feeding,  drilling,  and  a  careful  preservation  of  manures. 
I  next  proceed  to  the  principles  of  the  science  of  agriculture, 
explaining  by  illustrations  and  instances,  the  simple  and  com- 
pound organic  and  inorganic  substances,  the  volatile  and  fixed 
ingredients  in  vegetables ;  the  substances  that  the  atmosphere 
and  rains  supply,  and  those  which  must  be  added  to  the  land 
in  consequence  of  the  exhaustion  caused  by  cropping.  It  may 
not  be  amiss  to  state  here,  that  if  it  were  expedient  to  employ 
the  convicts,  in  general,  at  trades  and  agriculture,  I  am  con- 
vinced it  would  contribute  to  humanize,  improve,  and  prepare 
them  for  the  sort  of  labour  they  will  have  to  perform  when 
liberated.  They  question  the  timity  of  fortifications  and  such 
works,  but  admit  the  benefits  of  trade  and  agriculture,  and 
would  therefore  pay  more  attention  to  them. 

As  many  of  them  would  emigrate  if  they  had  the  means,  I 
recommend  them  to  prefer  Canada  to  the  United  States, 
because  wages  are  higher,  the  moral  tone  of  society  is  better, 
and  there  is  no  antipathy  to  an  Irishman  in  that  colony.  I 
advise  them  to  proceed  to  Australia  in  preference  to  either; 
but  I  find  that  emigrants,  in  general,  go  to  those  localities 
where  their  friends  have  previously  settled.  The  preparations 
and  precautions  necessary  before  leaving  Ireland,  during  the 
vpyage,  and  after  landing,  I  very  frequently  read  for  them 
from  Vere  Foster's  "Information  for  the  use  of  intending 
Emigrants." 

On  ike  SOth  day  of  January,  1656,  thero  were  in  Cam- 
den, of  the  ezemplaiy  class, 59 

Admitted  daring  the  remainder  of  the  year  1856 : — 

From  8pik0  iiland, ..74 

FromCariide, 148 

Total  on  books, 281 
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DiBchamd  and  sent  to  Dublin  during  the  year  ending 

dlst  December,  1856, 184 

Sent  to  infirmary  and  did  not  return,    ....  7 

Sent  to  Spike  Island  for  slicht  offences,        ...  4 

Remaining  in  Camden  on  tne  dlst  December,  1856,     .  86 

Total  on  books,       .        .        .        .        .281 

Of  these  who  were  discharged,  a  dozen  have  written  to  the 
Principal  Warder,  to  the  other  warders,  and  to  me,  in  which 
thev  express  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  forbearance  with 
which  tney  have  been  treated  in  prison,  and  for  the  advice  and 
instmctions  they  received.  Some  of  them  were  employed  at 
good  wages ;  otners  lacked  employment,  and  were  seeking  for 
It;  and  one  of  them  was  enlisted  in  the  Royal  Sappers  and 
Miners — all  promised  never  to  depart  from  an  upright  course. 

Return  showing  the  numbers  of  the  several  classes  on  books  on 
the  30th  January,  1856,  the  admissions  and  discharges,  the 
numbers  remaining  on  31st  December  last,  and  promotions  in 
reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic : — 


CUmm. 

Ncoa 
book! 
80th 

Junarr, 
1866. 

Admitted 

for  the 

year. 

ToteL 

Dle- 
ehaised 
and  teat 

ate. 

Renain. 

ingSlflt 

D^eem- 

ber, 

isse. 

ToteL 

Rbadino — 
First  Book, 
Second  Book,    . 
Sequel,      .... 
Third  Book,       . 
Fourth  Book,    . 

23 
18 

5 
13 

49 
66 
3 
45 
59 

72 
84 
3 
50 
72 

38 
50 
17 
29 
61 

9 
27 
14 

36 

47 
77 
31 
29 
97 

.Total  on  books, 

59 

222 

281 

195 

86 

281 

Wbitino  on  paper  and  slates — 
Unable  to  write, 
Letters,     .... 
Words.     .... 
Small-hand,       . 

n 

31 
17 

8 

113 

14 

87 

19 
144 

14 
104 

16 
39 
50 
90 

i 

6 

39 

40 

17 

45 

89 

130 

Total  on  books. 

59 

222 

281 

195 

86 

281 

ARTrUMBTIC— 

Making  figures, 
Simple  rufes. 
Compound  rules. 
Proportion, 
Plractice,  &c.,    . 

48 

4 
4 
2 

1 

117 
70 
17 
14 

4 

165 

74 

21 

16 

5 

48 
111 
10 
11 
15 

8 

61 

5 

8 

4 

56 
172 
15 
19 
Y9 

Total  on  books. 

59 

222 

281 

195 

86 

281 

Promotions  during  the  year  1856 : — 


Beadingi 

In  F&st  Book,    . 
From  First  to  Seocmd, 
Second  to  Sequel, 
Sequel  to  Third  Class, 


25 

19 

38 

3 


Beading  cb8Be8—«oii<miiM2. 
Third  to  Fourth  OaiB, 

Total  promoted, 


106 
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Writing— 
From  letters  to  words,        .      87 
From  words  to  round -hand,       30 
From  round-hand  to  small-hand,  61 


Total  promoted, 


178 


Arithmetic — continued.  Spire  Islind 

From'simple  to  compound  rules,  1 9  Govkrnm  vnt 
From    compound    rules   to  Prison. 

Proportion.      .         .  ^^  Head  School- 

Proportion  to  Practice,       .        9  matures  Report. 


Total  promoted, 

Total  promotions  in  reading, 
wnting,  and  arithmetic,  . 


180 


466 


Arithmetic — 

To  make  figures,         .        .  68 

From  figures  to  simple  rules,  33 

In  simple  rules,  ...  36 

Sections  1,  2,  and  3,  of  Return,  show  that  of  195  discharged, 
and  eighty-six  remaining,  an  average  of  150  of  the  former,  and 
seventy-eight  of  the  latter,  read,  write,  and  know  some  arith- 
metic. 

Grammar  is  taught  orally  in  the  course  of  the  reading  lessons. 
Those  who  read  Second  Books  and  Sequels  generally  know  the 
noun,  verb,  and  adjective ;  and  the  Third  and  Fourth  Classes 
are  instructed  in  the  parts  of  speech,  parsing,  and  writing  from 
dictation. 

The  rudinients  of  mathematical,  physical,  and  political  geo- 
graphy are  taught  bv  lecture  and  from  maps.  Of  the  eighty-six 
now  in  Camden,  eighty  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  maps  of  the 
World,  Europe,  Ireland,  and  the  Ancient  World. 

The  meanings  of  words  are  taught  in  the  explaining  of  the  les- 
sons ;  spelling  books  and  dictionaries  are  also  distributed  through 
the  prison,  and  are  very  generally  used. 

The  proficiency  in  the  schools  I  consider  satisfectory ;  but  a 
further  degree  of  improvement  may  be  expected  in  future,  as  the 
advanced  state  of  education  in  all  the  convict  prisons  must 
influence  each  of  them,  on  account  of  the  transmissions  of 
prisoners,  who  will  have  their  intellects  developed  and  their 
minds  prepared  for  instructions.  The  very  old  men  are  now 
nearly  discharged  from  the  prisons  here,  and  the  improvement 
made  will  give  a  higher  average  in  future,  as  the  teacher's  time 
has  been  devoted  to  them  without  much  apparent  advancement, 
which  will  appear  from  the  following  statement  of  the  average 
ages  of  the  school  classes  here : — 

Tean. 

First  or  Spelling  Class,      ...  .        40*157 


Beading — Second  Book  of  Lessons, 
„  Sequel  Book,     • 

„  Third  Book,       . 

„  Fourth  Book,    . 


29-857 
28-38 
28-3 
28*445 


The  beneficial  eflfects  of  Carlisle,  as  a  training  »/«^^,  is  evident 
from  the  men  received  here  from  it,  who  have  tne  advantage  in 
behaviour  over  those  sent  directly  from  Spike  Island. 

The  schoolmaster  there  furnishes  me  with  full  particulars  of 
the  classification,  conduct,  and  dispositions  of  all  transmitted 
here  from  Carlisle,  which  assist  me  in  forming  a  proper  estimate 
of  them  when  making  my  reports  at  their  discharge. 

As  all  my  observations  on  Camden  school  may,  in  some  degree, 
refer  to  Carlisle  also,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  I  forward  Here- 
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Spio  Islahd  with  the  observations  and  statistics  ftirnished  by  Mr.  Ryan,  the 

^PrJS;.""  teacher  there. 

—  Before  I  removed  from  Spike  Island  I  wrote  in  a  Soffgestion 

^JlS^^l^^^^ori,  ^^^  rvHes  for  the  guidance  of  the  teachers  there,  which^  as  fiuc 
as  practicable  under  circumstances,  have  been  put  into  operation 
by  the  teachers,  Mr.  Rourke  and  Mr.  M*Cartan,  who  have 
laboured  diligently  during  the  year,  and  whose  exertions  must 
be  productive  of  beneficial  results.  I  visit  that  school  once  a 
week,  except  in  stormy  weather,  and  examine  the  accounts  and 
several  of  the  classes ;  I  also  make  my  observations  in  the  Sug- 
gestion Book.  I  believe  that  a  steady  progress  has  been  made 
during  the  year,  as  will  appear  from  Mr.  Kourke*s  report  and 
statistics,  which  I  herevrith  forward. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  the  liberty  of  expressing  my  gratitude 
to  you,  Grentlemen ;  to  Major  Atkins,  the  Local  Inspector ;  to 
Peter  Hay,  Esq.,  the  Governor ;  and  to  the  several  Chaplains, 
for  the  kindness  and  urbanity  with  which  I  Jiave  been  treated, 
and  for  the  facilities  afforded  me.  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  my 
obligations  to  the  principal  and  other  Warders  of  Camden  and 
CarUsle  Forts,  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  me  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

MioHABL  Harold, 

Head  Schoolmaster  of  Camden,  Carlisle, 
and  Spike  Island  Convict  Schools. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons,  Dublin  Castle. 


S*!!fi''«^'»  SOHOOLMASTBE'S  REPORT. 

Port  Carlisle, 
January  6,  1856. 

Dear  Sib, — ^In  sending  the  enclosed  particulars  respecting 
the  state  of  this  school  for  the  past  year,  I  oeg,  at  your  request, 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  literary,  moral,  and  religious 
progress  of  the  men  attending  it,  together  with  some  observa- 
tions which  the  working  of  the  school  has  suggested  to  me. 

I  took  charge  of  the  school  on  the  12th  of  August,  when  I 
found  it  in  admirable  working  order,  supplied  with  all  the 
apparatus  for  teaching,  and  the  pupils  property  classified ;  hence, 
I  had  no  delay  in  commencing  my  labours.  Since  that  time  I 
have  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of  my  abiUties,  to  give  them  a 
knowledge  of  the  elements  of  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  gram- 
mar, ana  geography.  How  &x  I  have  been  successful,  you 
have  had  several  opportunities  from  time  to  time  of  t^tmg. 
The  obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  giving  these  men  the  most 
superficial  knowledge  of  these  abstract  subjects  are  exceedingly 
numerous,  but  to  the  judicious  teacher  they  vanish  '*  like  the 
fitbrics  of  a  vision,  leaving  only  a  wreck  behind.* 

Their  proficiency,  in  general,  has  been  pretty  fair,  pi^cularly 
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in  writing  and  arithmetic.     These  subjects,  being  more  or  less  ^"  IttAKo 
mechanical,  do  not  so  much  require  the  exercise  of  the  reasoning      prison. 
&culties  as  reading,  grammar,  &c.     In  arithmetic,   the  only  ^     - — 
obstacle  is  the  mastering  of  the  multiplication  table ;  that  once  HttpJt!''^* 
overcome,  the  rest  becomes  quite  easy.     On  the  whole,  I  am 
much  pleased  with  the  progress,  and  with  the  attention,  for- 
bearance, and  general  demeanour  of  the  men  while  attending 
my  instructions,  also  with  the  efforts  made  by  them  to  co-operate 
with  me  in  the  work  of  their  advancement. 

What  I  consider  to  be  the  greatest  drawback  to  the  effective 
working  of  the  school,  is  the  variety  of  classes  in  the  small 
number  attending  daily.  If  it  would  not  interfere  with  the 
labour  department,  I  feel  assured  more  good  could  be  effected 
in  half  the  time  by  admitting  them  according  to  the  several 
classes.  Another  evil  is  the  unsuitableness  of  the  wards  for  a 
schoolroom,  where  every  object,  instead  of  fixing  the  attention 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  lessons,  seems  to  awaken  different 
trains  of  investigation. 

In  my  intercourse  with  the  prisoners,  I  have  been  careful  to 
observe  their  moral  bearings  as  regards  their  business  with  me, 
and  their  relations  with  one  another,  and  only  in  one  or  two 
instances  have  I  discovered  any  breach  of  proper  decorum.  In 
the  few  instances  that  came  under  my  notice  it  arose  more  from 
former  habit  than  from  any  desire  to  give  scandal  to  their 
fellow  men ;  for,  after  all,  a  long  time  is  required  to  cleanse  the 
mind  vitiated  by  the  long  practice  of  immorality. 

I  know  least  about  the  religious  progress  of  the  men,  as  my 
services  are  not  required  on  a  Sunday.  On  the  one  or  two 
occasions  that  I  had  been  present  with  them  at  divine  service, 
the  fervour  with  which  they  performed  their  devotions,  their 
respect  for  the  sacred  ceremonies,  and  their  attention  to  the 
important  truths  expounded  to  them,  were  such  as  would  do 
credit  to  a  more  respectable  congregation,  and  could  not  fail  to 
convince  me  of  the  great  advance  which  has  been  made  towards 
their  future  reformation. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  very  truly, 

T.  Rtin. 
Mr.  M.  Harold,  Head  Teacher, 
Fort  Camden. 
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Snu  iiLAKD      Statistics  of  Fort  Carlisle  School  for  the  year  ending 
^pSSi""^  3l8t  December,  1856. 

RtpoH. 


1 

No.  of 

AdmiU«d 

PriMBen 

1 

Prisonera 

dnring 

DracMimoBiK     j 

for 

1 

oatko 

thejrow 

tianefti 

ClMMt.                         1 

roll  on  ^ 

«nidiag 

Total 

Total. 

to  New 

1 

thcSltt 

Sift  IK- 

Bolls,  on 

of  Jan.. 

oember, 

to 

to 

SletDoo, 

1656. 

186G. 

Spike. 

Camden. 

1856. 

Rbadikg — 

l8t  Class, 

3 

81 

84 

22 

41 

63 

10 

2nd     „         .        . 

15 

103 

lie 

47 

39 

86 

3:1 

3rd     „         .        . 

16 

64 

80 

42 

30 

72 

16 

4th      „         .        . 

U 

83 

97 

35 

39 

74 

26 

Total, 

48 

331 

379 

146 

149 

295 

84 

Figures, 

23 

152 

175 

53 

68 

121 

15 

Simple  Rules, 

14 

127 

141 

71 

54 

125 

48 

Compound  Rules, . 

2 

14 

16 

2 

12 

14 

4 

Proportion,   . 

9 

29 

38 

9 

8 

17 

9 

Practioe,&c^ 

- 

9 

9 

11 

7 

18 

8 

Total,        .        . 

48 

331 

379 

146 

149 

295 

84 

WErriKO — 

^tes,  . 

3 

81 

84 

22 

41 

63 

15 

Letters, 

16 

119 

135 

45 

30 

75 

19 

Words,          .        . 

— 

12 

12 

10 

23 

33 

16 

Small-hand, 

29 

119 

148 

69 

55 

124 

34 

Total,        .        . 

48 

331 

379 

146 

149 

295 

84 

Grammar — 

At^'ective.     Noun, 

and  Verb,  . 

36 

103 

.   139 

47 

39 

86 

32 

NinePartsofSpeech, 

9 

147 

156 

77 

69 

146 

42 

Total,        .        . 

45 

250 

295 

124 

108 

232 

74 

Grographt — 

Maps  only,     . 

18 

184 

202 

69 

80 

149 

42 

Mathematical   and 

' 

Physical,    . 

30 

147 

177 

77 

69 

146 

42 

Total,        .        . 

46 

331 

379 

146 

149 

295 

84 

Promotions. 


Reading — 

From  First  to  Second  Class,  14 

Second  to  Sequel,       .        .  15 

Second  to  Third  Class,        .  10 

In  Third  Class,  ...  13 

Third  to  Fourth  Cbss,        .  12 

Total,  ...  64 


Arithmetic— 
From  Fi  ?ures  to  Simple  Rules,     35 
In  Simple  Rules,         .         .143 
From  Simple  to  Compound 

Rules,     ....        7 
In  Compound  Rules,  Pro- 
portion, and  aboTC,  •      35 

Total,  .        .         •  "220 
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Writing— 
From  Slates  to  Letters,       .       )4 
From  Letters  to  Words,      .       43 
Words  to  Small-hand,         .       1 1 
In  SmaU-haiid,  .        .        .19 

Total,          ...      87 

Grammar — 
To   Adjectiye,   Noun,  and 

Verb 14 

To  Nine  Parts  of  Speech,    .      22 

Gr9mm9T—contimted.                          Smkb  Islaicd 
To  Etymological  Parsing,    .        2    Govkbwmknt 
To  Syntactical  Parsing,       .        4       ^•'•o"- 

_      ,                                    Sehoolmattm-'i 

Total,            .         .         .       42  Report. 

Geography — 
From  Maps  to  Mathematical 
and  Physical,     ...     24 

Gross  Total,          .        .  437 

ASSISTANT  SCHOOLMASTER'S  REPORT.                   ^uidamt 

Sckoolmadef^t 

Spike  Island,          ^^^P^- 
January  10,  1857. 

Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  beg  to  submit 
the  following  Report  of  the  Spike  Island  Convict  Prison  School 
for  the  year  1856. 

The  literary  classification  of  the  prisoners,  and  the  general 
organization  of  the  school,  are  those  which  you  had  adopted  prior 
to  your  removal  from  this  establishment  in  January,  1856,  to 
conduct  the  educational  de|)artment  of  the  Fort  Camden  Refor- 
matory Prison.  The  system  of  instruction  being  a  judicious 
combination  of  the  monitorial  and  simultaneous  systems,  with  as 
much  individual  teaching  as  possible,  is  also  that  which  you  had 
pursued,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  the  only  one  adaptea  to  the 
circumstances  of  this  school. 

Owing  to  the  diminution  of  the  teaching  power  consequent  on 
your  removal,  I  have  been  obliged  to  avail  myself  of  the  assistance 
of  monitors  to  a  greater  extent  than  would  perhaps  have  been 
otherwise  desirable ;  but  this  drawback  I  liave,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, been  able  to  counteract  by  frequently  visiting  and  examin- 
ing the  classes  while  under  monitorial  instruction,  and  by 
selecting  none  for  the  office  of  monitor  but  persons  of  steady  and 
regular  habits,  and  possessing,  along  with  a  reasonable  amount 
of  general  information,  an  aptitude  for,  as  well  as  a  certain  fiicility 
in,  imparting  that  information  to  others.  In  making  these  selec- 
tions, and  consequently  taking  the  persons  so  selected  from  their 
working  classes,  I  have  to  acknowledge  mv  obligations  to  the 
excellent  Chief  Warder  of  this  prison,  Mr.  Sporle,  for  his  ready 
and  obliging  concurrence  in  any  proposals  I  have  had  occasion  to 
make  to  him  on  the  subject.  Exclusive  of  monitors,  I  have  at 
present  but  one  assistant,  Mr.  M'Cartan,  of  whose  efficient  and 
earnest  co-operation  with  me,  since  his  removal  to  this  prison  in 
February,  1856,  I  can  only  speak  in  tenns  of  the  highest  satis- 
&ction.  The  appointment  to  this  school  of  another  teacher  of 
equal  attention  and  intelliffence  would  evidently  prove  a  mate- 
rial acquisition  in  the  intellectual  advancement  of  the  prisoners. 

In  the  course  of  my  instructions  to  these  men  during  the  past 
year,  I  could  not  help  being  frequently  struck  with  the  vast 
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BratB  isLAHD  amount  of  indifierence  as  to  purely  scientific  or  abstract  know- 
^PBSwfT"*  ledge  which  existed  among  them.  This  I  attributed,  in  the  great 
majority  of  instances,  to  two  causes: — ^first,  their  total  ignorance 
of  the  practical  bearing  of  even  the  commonest  and  most  usefhl 
branches  of  science ;  and  secondly,  a  certain  absence  of  moral 
enerjnr  or  elasticity  of  character,  which  would  have  led  them  to 
look  oeyond  their  present  degraded  position  to  one  of  future 
useftdness  and  respectability,  in  which  knowledge  might  be 
applied  to  beneficial  purposes.  The  removal,  therefore,  of  these 
causes,  and  with  them,  of  their  necessar}^  and  immediate  eflect — 
the  indifierence  above-mentioned  was  a  duty  to  the  performance 
of  which  I  felt  the  necessity  of  directing  my  best  and  most 
earnest  efibrts.  Accordingly  I  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
pointing  out  to  these  persons  the  advantages  of  a  good  elementary 
education,  the  various  ways  in  which  it  may  be  and  hsis  been 
useful,  and  the  folly  as  well  as  wickedness  of  despairing  to  do 

§ood  because  of  mere  temporary  reverses  or  privations.  By 
lese  means,  as  well  as  by  popularizing  the  subject  of  instruction 
BO  far  as  to  bring  it  within  tne  easy  comprehension  of  those  for 
whom  it  was  intended,  I  have  succeeded  to  a  great  extent  in  not 
only  removing  the  obstacles  to,  but  even  in  creating  a  taste  for 
useAil  knowledge.  Of  this  result,  the  extensive  and  increasing 
demand  for  books  for  the  purpose  of  self-improvement  in  the 
wards  during  the  evenings,  leaves  little  room  to  doubt.  The 
subjects  of  which  they  have  thus  shown  the  greatest  desire  to 
acquire  a  knowledge,  are  writing,  arithmetic,  and  geography,  in 
which  their  progress  during  the  year  has  been  very  satismctory. 
English  grammar,  meanings  of  words  by  derivation,  and  spelling 
from  dictation,  I  have  also  made  the  subject  of  firequent  instruc- 
tion, and  with  almost  equally  satis&ctory  results.  In  teaching 
arithmetic  I  was  obliged  in  a  great  majority  of  instances  to  begin 
with  the  very  principles  of  notation  and  numeration ;  by  makmg 
them  thoroughly  acquainted  with  which,  I  prepared  the  way  for 
easy  progress  through  the  remaining  elementary  rules.  The 
methods  of  teaching  grammar  and  geography  to  which  1  invari- 
ably resorted,  were  those  recommended  by  that  distinguished 
scholar  and  educationist,  Dr.  Sullivan,  to  whose  admirable 
works  on  these  and  other  subjects,  the  cause  of  education  in  this 
country  is  so  deeply  indebted.  In  addition  to  the  school  books 
which  I  have  largely  distributed  among  the  prisoners  at  their  own 
request,  and  of  wnich  I  am  in  a  position  to  say,  that  many  are 
making  an  excellent  use  in  their  wards  every  evening  after 
work ;  there  is  also  a  large  number  of  volumes,  firom  the  Prison 
Library,  in  constant  circulation  among  them.  I  am  of  opinion, 
however,  that  they  do  not  derive  so  much  advantage  firom  the 
perusal  of  these  works  as  might  at  first  be  imagined ;  the  sub- 
jects, in  many  instances,  not  being  popularly  treated,  and  conse- 
quently not  adapted  to  men  of  but  very  parnally  developed  intel- 
lects, such  as  prisoners  generally  are. 

The  school  hours  during  the  summer  division  of  the  year 
were  from  half-past  seven  ml  a  quarter  to  twelve  o*dock,  a.m.y 
for  the  morning  class,  and  for  the  evening  attendance,  firom  one 
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till  five  o'clock,  p.m.;  dnring  the  winter  months  the  hours  for  SFWEistifr© 
opening  and  closing  school  each  day  have  varied,  respectively,  ^pSbcS?'" 
from  half-past  seven  till  nine  o'clock,  a.m.,  and  from  five  till  four        — 

0  clock,  p.m.  Schoolm<uter'9 

The  arrangements  for  the  attendance  of  the  prisoners  at  school  Rtpori, 
are  such  as  to  afford  to  each  man  only  one  half-dav's  instruction 
in  the  school  per  week ;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  tne  several  pri- 
soners are  visited  in  regular  succession  by  myself  and  Mr. 
M*Cartan  for  an  hour  every  evening,  when  we  assist  and  en- 
courage self-application  to  study,  by  simultaneous  and  frequently 
also  by  individual  teaching.  In  general  the  orderly  and  res- 
pectfri]  deportment  of  the  prisoners  during  their  attendance  at 
school,  and  the  attention  with  which  thejr  received  instruction 
in  their  classes,  were  marked  and  gratifymg.  Nor  can  I  omit 
this  opportunity  of  bearing  testimonv  to  the  highly  efficient  and 
satisfiujtory  manner  in  which  the  Scnool  Warder,  Mr.  Sheehan, 
has  acquitted  himself  of  the  duties  of  bis  position. 

The  District  Inspector  of  National  Schools,  John  E.  Sheridan, 
Esq.,  has  three  times  visited  and  examined  this  school  during 
the  last  year. 

Frequent  visits  have  also  been  made  by  the  prison  authorities 
and  the  Chaplains  of  each  denomination,  to  all  of  whom  I  beg  to 
express  my  smcere  thanks  for  the  lively  interest  they  have  evinced 
in  the  successful  working  of  the  school  department. 

Annexed  are  the  school  statistics  for  the  year  1856,  to  which 

1  beg  to  direct  your  attention. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  Roubkb,  in  charge. 
Mr.  Harold,  Head  Teacher,  &c 


Retubn  showing  the  Numbers  in  the  several  Classes  on  Register,  staHttki. 
31st  December,  1855 ;  the  Admissions  and  Removals  from  this 
Prison,  including  the  Discharges,  Removals  to  Forts  and  else- 
where ;  the  Numoers  remaining  on  the  31st  December,  1356 ; 
and  Progress  in  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Granunar, 
Geography,  &c.,  &c. ; — 


Bomored 

No.  on 

fromthia 

Bomalnini 

Bogister 

Admittod 

DTUOn 

on  tho 

ClMMf. 

81st 

daring 

TotiL 

dnring  tho 

Slit 

ITotftL 

Deoembor, 

tlioyMr. 

yoM, 

Dootmbor, 

1856. 

inolndiBg 
diMhuiM. 

18M. 

RSABINO— 

FintBook,     . 

388 

248 

636 

302 

159 

461 

Second  Book, . 

266 

211 

477 

264 

216 

480 

Seqael,   • 

mm 

59 

59 

95 

92 

187 

TlurdBook,    . 

240 

172 

412 

231 

171 

402 

Fourth  Book,  • 

210 

211 

421 

240 

235 

475 

Total,        .        . 

1,104 

901 

2,005 

1,132 

873 

2,005 
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SpIKB  IfLAKD 

GOTERNMEirr 

PRISOIf. 


Return  showing 

the  Numbers  on  Register,  &c. — continued. 

RemoTod 

^ 

No.  on 

fromthia 

Reo»inbig 

Begister 

Admitted 

priK>n 

ontbo 

ClMMt. 

Slat 

during 

TotaU 

during  the 

Slat 

Total. 

Dooember, 

tkeycM. 

year. 

Deoemhw, 

1865. 

indudittg 
dtMhwgM. 

I85& 

Writiho  on  p«per  and 

slates- 

Unable  to  write,     . 

388 

248 

636 

302 

159 

461 

Lietters,  •        •        • 

398 

230 

628 

299 

289 

588 

Words,  . 

118 

209 

327 

282 

65 

347 

Small  hand,    . 

200 

214 

414 

249 

360 

609 

Total, 

1,104 

901 

2,005 

1,132 

873 

2,005 

AlUTHMETIC — 

Making  fiffures. 
Simple  rutes,  . 

667 

560 

1,227 

817 

276 

1,093 

350 

193 

543 

164 

464 

628 

Compound  rules,     . 

13 

57 

70 

19 

38 

57 

Proportion,     . 

44 

56 

log 

78 

57 

135 

Practice,  Jbc, . 

30 

35 

65 

54 

38 

92 

Total,        .        . 

1,104 

901 

2,005 

1,132 

873 

2,005 

Progress  during 

Spelling  and  Beading — 
From  alphabet  to  reading  in 

First  Book,      .        .  .336 

First  to  Second  Book, .  .  1 75 

Second  Book  to  Sequel,  .  172 

Sequel  to  Third  Book,  .  44 

Third  Book  to  Fourth,  .  54 


Total, 


781 


Writing- 
Learned  to  write  on  slates,       175 
Writing  on  slates  to  large- 
hand  on  paper,  .    215 


the  year  1856:— 

Wrhmg^—cotUimted. 
Large-hand  to  small-hand,  .     195 

Total,        •        •    585 

Arithmetics- 
Learned  to  make  figures,     .  200 
Figures  to  Simple  Kules,     .  1 77 
Simple  to  Compound  Rules,  93 
Compound  Rules  to  Propor- 
tion and  aboye,        .        .  82 

Total,         .        .     552 


Grammar- 
Learned  the  Noun,  Adjective,  and  Verb,        .           .  400 
From  Noun,  Adjective,  and  Verb,  to  Nine  Pftrts  of  Speech,  223 
From  Nine  Parts  of  Speech  to  Etymological  Parsmg,  30 
From  Etymological  to  Syntactical  Parsing,     .           .  6 

Total,        .  .  .  . 

Geography — 
Instructed  on  Mim  of  World, 
From  Map  of  World  to  Rudiments  of  Geography, 
Mathematical  and  Physical, 


Have  received  instructions  for  the  first  time  in  Men- 
suration of  Superficies,     •  •  •  . 

Have  received  instructions  for  the  first  time  in  Ele- 
ments of  Geometry,         .... 

Have  received  instructions  for  the  first  time  in  Algebra, 
Simple  and  Quadratic  Equations. 


659 
658 
211 

8 
8 

7 
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^^IS^^^  RsTumv  of  the  Number  of  Convicts  in  custody,  committed,  and 
p&isoN.         disposed  of,  for  Tear  commencing  1st  January,  and  ending 
SiatM^  81st  December,  1856. 

IMd,  Janouy  let,  in  custody,          .           .  1,433 

Committed  from  Bermuda,                  .  236 

„             Mountjoy,     .            .  230 

„             Newgate,        .           .  85 

„             FhilipstowA,  .           .  71 

„              6ibkraltar,vtaMillbank,  9 

,1             Gibraltar,  via  Gotport,  2 

C«nmitted  fet  Year  ending  3l8t  December,  1855  — -      633 


Total 


2,066 


HOW  DISPOBIB  OF. 

1856,  December  31st,  rsmaining  in  custody,  •        1,050 

Diioharged  (free  pardon\     .  549 

„       (on  orders  of  lice&ce)       .  181 

Eemoyed  t6  Bermuda,  100 

„         PbOipstown,      •  112 

„         Mountjoy,         •           .  24 

„         SmJthfcld,        .           .  26 

„         (]ork  (bounty  Gaol,  6 

„         Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum,  6 

Died,             ....  12 


Total, 


1,016 
2^ 


RtTUBN  of  Cbimbs  (in  conformity  with  Gbtol  Returns)  of  1,0(9 
Convicts  in  custody,  December  31st,  1856 


Murder,        .        •        •        •  13 

Sbooting  at,  with  intent  to  kill,  5 

llanslauffhter,       ...  8 

Unlawful  assembling,     .        .  7 

Rape, 3 

AsBanlt,  with  intent  to  conmiit 

Rape,        ....  1 

Assault  with  intent  to  Maim,  2 

Assault  endangering  Life,  3 

Assault  and  Bobberr,    .  11 

Hiehway  and  other  Kobberies,  49 
Midicious  and  ^cyous  Assaults,     8 

Attempt  to  Poison,                .  1 

Perjury,         ....  1 

Forgery,        ....  4 

Arson, 24 

Attempt  at  Arson  in  Workhouse,  1 
Burglary,      ....    287 

Felony,          ....  82 

Housebreaking  and  Larceny, .  29 
Larceny,       ....    271 

Stealing  from  Person,    .        .  27 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods,  .  42 
Obtaining  Groods  under  fidse 

pretences,  ....  1 
Obtaining  Money  under  fidse 

pirete&ces,  •       •       •       •  l 


Sacrilege,  .  .  .  .  t 
Embezzlemient,  ...  3 
Bigamy,  ....  2 
Attack  on  Police  Barrack,  .  1 
Assauldng  Habitation,  .  4 
Assaulting  Habitation,  Bob- 
bery of  a  Gun  and  assault, .  1 
Breaking  Gaol,  ...  1 
Escaping  fit>m  Ealkennv  Gaol,  1 
Admmi^erin^UnlawM  OaUi,  1 
Coining,  and  uttering  Bass 

Coin,         ....  4 

Cattle  Stealing,     ...  71 

Cattle  Killing,       ...  2 

Sheep  Stealing,     ...  41 

Killing  Sheep,       ...  7 

Horsestealing^      ...  12 

Ass  Stealing,         ...  2 

PigStealhig,         ...  8 

GoatSteaUng,       ...  1 

Vagrancy,     ....  I 

Stealing  ^m  Dwelling,         .  3 

MnjTAlr. 

Violence  to  Superior  Offioe^,  •  3 

Total,    «       •    1^050 
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Return  of  the  Sentences,  and  Ages,  on  Conviction,  of  1,050  q^^J^brnmiuw 
Convicts  in  custody,  December  Slst,  1856. 


SENTENCES. 

4  years*  penal  servi- 


tude, 


819 

1 

29 

2 

1 


352 


SENTENCES. 

jears' transporta- 
tion,      180 
410 

1 


10 
12 
14 
15 
20 
Life, 


15 

59 

2 

81 

698 


Total, 


1,060 


AGES  OH  CONVtCnON. 


Under  20  years, 
20  and  under  25 


25 
30 
35 
40 
50 
60 
70 


30 
35 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 


Total, 


418 

835 

138 

58 

45 

43 

15 

2 

1 


1,050 


Spike  ](H.iMD 

»TE&N1CBI 

Prison. 
SkUi$He$. 


MOUNTJOY  GOVERNMENT  PRISON.  mounwot 

QoySRNMENT 

Prison. 
GOVERNOE'S  REPOET.  Oam^i 

Moun^'oy  Government  Prison,  ^^v*^- 
February  6, 1857, 

Geh TLBMBN, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  and 
statistics  of  this  prison  for  the  year  1856. 

In  the  general  management  of  the  establishment  the  same 
course  has  been  pursued  as  that  adopted  in  the  preceding  year« 
Every  reasonable  indulgence  compatiUe  with  the  rules  has  been 
wanted  to  prisoners  who  were  apparently  well  disposed,  or 
deserving  of  lenity;  and  no  privilege  withheld  save  from  those 
who  evmced  a  turbulent  and  refractory  spirit;  nor  were 
rigorous  measures  resorted  to  except  when  remonstrance  and 
a(hdce  had  fidled. 

I  have  observed  that,  within  the  last  few  years,  man^  of  the 
convicts  in  custody  here  were,  comparatively  speakmg,  less 
tractable  and  more  reckless  in  their  conduct  than  those  who 
were  formerly  received.  Whether  this  circumstance  is  owing 
to  the  substitution  of  penal  servitude  in  lieu  of  transportation 
for  seven  and  ten  years,  or  whether,  under  this  change  in  the 
penal  Act,  the  system  is  sufficiently  deterrent  in  its  nature,  are 
questions  not  properly  within  my  province  to  resolve.  Never- 
theless, the  generality  of  prisoners  recently  committed  from  the 
county  and  city  gaols  have  been  orderly  and  well  conducted, 
with  the  exception  of  the  juveniles,  whom  I  have  found  to  be 
the  most  troublesome  class  of  prisoners,  and  who  emulate  with 
each  other  in  committing  all  kinds  of  mischief,  and  endeavouring 
to  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  officers. 

Those  unfortunate  bovs,  for  the  most  part  schooled  from  their 
in&ncy  in  crime,  and  ttequently  imprisoned  for  acts  of  petty 
larceny,  are  so  vicious  in  their  propensities,  that  measures  of  a 
summary  and  stringent  description,  appear  to  be,  in  most  cases, 
absolutely  necenary  for  their  present  control  and  future  amend- 
ment. 

The  prison  offences  during  the  present  jnx  hate  botit  Very 


Digitized  by 


Google 


64  Third  Annual  Rejwri  of  i/ie  Directors 

MouivTJOT     numerous,  a  circumstance  which,  in  a  great  measure,  may  be 

pJJJJJJ"**  attributed  to  the  augmentation  in  the  number  of  boys,  as  also  to 

—        an  increase  in  that  of  adult  convicts  of  bad  character  sent  here 

^^J*^'        to  undergo  a  term  of  penal  discipline  for  misconduct  at  the 

other  depots.     Many  of  those  were  insolent  in  their  demeanour 

towards  the  prison  oflBcers ;  but  the  latter  are  strictly  enjoined 

to  use  the  utmost  forbearance,  as  in  dealing  with  prisoners,  of 

every  class,  good  temper  is  most  effectual  in  the  prevention  of 

crime. 

The  adult  prisoners,  during  their  probation  of  nine  months, 
have,  as  usual,  been  occupied  in  picking  oakum  and  cocoa  fibre 
in  their  separate  cells;  and  the  iuveniles  employed  at  their 
respective  trades  of  tailoring  and  shoemaking  in  the  workshops 
of  the  prison.  The  recent  arrangement,  sanctioned  bv  your 
Board,  to  remove  badly  conducted  boys  from  the  workshops  in 
question,  and  place  them  in  separate  compartments  while  at 
work,  will,  I  am  confident,  have  a  salutary  effect,  both  as  a 
punishment  to  those  who  are  disorderly  and  idly  inclined,  as  well 
as  prevent  the  possibility  of  their  disturbing  boys  who  appear 
attentive  to  their  work,  and  evince  an  aptitude  and  inclination 
to  learn. 

The  alterations  in  the  original  chapel  building,  so  as  to  afford 
separate  places  for  divine  service  and  secular  instruction,  were 
commenced  during  the  year ;  and  the  windows  and  gas-fittings 
in  the  cells  were  cdl  re-modelled.  In  making  these  alterations, 
a  great  number  of  workmen  have  necessarily  had  recourse  to  all 
parts  of  the  prison,  and,  consequently,  the  routine  has,  to  some 
extent,  been  unavoidably  interrupted,  and  the  general  regularity 
disturbed;  but  the  considerable  improvements  and  additional 
accommodation  now  in  progress,  will,  when  completed,  ftdly  com- 
pensate for  the  temporary  inconvenience. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  in  general  has  been  satisfactory, 
with  the  exception  of  those^  who  have  been  specially  dealt  with 
by  your  Board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Robert  Nbttbrville,  Governor. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons,  &c. 


Mountjoy  Government  Prison, 
February  12,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — ^I  hereby  certify  that  the  rules  laid  down  for 
the  government  of  this  prison  have  been  complied  with  in  every 
instance,  except  in  such  cases  as  have  been  distinctly  reported 
to,  or  brought  under  the  notice  of  a  Director. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Robert  Nbttbrville,  Governor. 
To  the  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons,  Dublin  Castle. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  Convict  Prisofts  in  Ireland, 


65 


Statement  of  the  Number  of  Convicts  committed  and  disposed    Mounwoy 

Prison. 


of,  from  January  Ist,  to  December  31st,  1856. 

1856,  Jannary  1st,  in  custody, 485 

„  to  December  31,  committed 

from  County  and  City  Gaols,  289 

„                          Philipstown,         .         .  10 

„                          Spike  Island,        .        .  26 

„                          Kcwgate,      .        .        .  18 

„                          Smithfield,    ...  5 

M                         Military  Barracks,        .  4 


Total, 


352 

837 


OoverM»r» 
Repwrt, 

Statistici. 


HOW  DISPOSED  OF. 

Removed  to  Spike  Island, 

„  Newgate,      .        .        .        . 

„  Philipstown, 

„  County  and  City  Gaols, 

„  Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum,  • 

„  Discharged,  .... 

„  Died, 

„  Escaped,      .... 


Remaining  in  custody,  December  31st,  1856, 


232 
6 

211 
10 
2 
3 
3 
1 


468 
369 


Total,  .        .        .        •         837 
Daily  average  number  in  custody  daring  the  year,  421* 


Classification  of  the  Crimes  for  which  those  Prisoners  have 
been  sentenced  who  were  received  during  the  year  ending 
3lst  December,  1856. 


Arson,     . 

„      attempt  to  commit, 
Assault  (grievous), . 

„      and  Robbery, 

„      with  intent  to  Murder, 
Attacking  habitation, 
Accessory  to  crime, 
Administerincr  poison, 
Attempt  to  Murder, 
Bigamy, 
Burglary, 

„        and  Robbery, 
Bestiality, 
Cattle  Stealing, 
Embezzlement, 
Felony,   . 

„       subsequent, 
Forgerv, . 
False  Pretences, 
Highway  Robbeiy, . 
House  Breaking, 
Horse  Stealing, 


8 
5 
6 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
5 
1 
49 
43 
2 
9 
1 
46 
6 
6 
1 
2 
6 
2 


Killing  sheep,  with  intent  to  Steal,      1 

I^arceny,          ....  49 

„       and  former  conviction,  13 

Murder, 3 

Manslaughter,  .        .        ,11 

Military  offences,     .        .        .14 
Obtainuig   goods    under  false 

pretences,    ....  2 

Perjury,  .....  2 

Pig  Stealing,  ....  1 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods,  .        .  19 

Rape, 4 

Robbery  from  the  Person,       .  10 

Sheep  Stealing,        ...  9 

Stcalmg  Asses,        ...  1 

Sacrilege 1 

Stealing  Money,      ...  2 

Stabbing,        .        .        .        .  2 

Uttering  Base  Coin,        .        .  1 

Violent  attempt  at  Rape,         .  1 

Total,     .    352 
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MOUNTJOT 
OOTBUniBIfT 

Prison. 
Beport, 


Sentences  of  the  Prisoners  committed  to  this  Prison  daring  the 
year  ended  Slst  December,  1856. 
.     203 


4  yean*  penal  servitude,  . 

4  „  (doable 

flentence  of),       ...        3 

4  years*  penalservitude,  and  four 
years'  penal  servitude  added 
to  the  time  served  of  first 
sentence,    ....        1 

4  years'  penal  servitude  commu- 
ted to  2  years*  penal  servi- 
tude, ....        1 

4  years*  penal  servitude  commu- 
ted to  1  years'  imprisonment,       1 

4  years*  penal  servitude,  and  2 
years' imprisonment,  .         .         1 

6  years'  penal  servitude,  .        .      50 
Married,  .  72. 


8  years*  penal  servitude, 

10 

Life, 

7  years'  Transportation, 

10 

14 

15 

Life, 

10  years'  Transportation,  and 
9  months*  imprisonment, 

7  „  and 

7  years*  transportation  atex< 
piration  of  first  sentence, 


Single, 


Protestants,  44.     Boman  Catholics,  302 


Total, 

.      280. 
PresbjTterians,  6. 


6 
5 
1 

12 
23 
18 
U 
14 


352 


Classified  Statement  of 
by  the  Prisoners  in  this 
December,  1856. 

Appropriating  Prison  Property, 
Asa&ulting  Officers,  . 
„         Prisoners, 
Communicating, 
Cursing  and  Swearing, 
Disorderly  Conduct, 
Feiffned  Attempts  to  Commit 

Suicide,        .        .        . 
Having  Prohibited  Articles, 
Inattention  at  Work, 
Insolence  and  Disrespect, 
Insubordination, 

„  gross, 

Malicious  and  Groundless  Com- 
plaints, .        .        .        . 


the  Number  of  Ofiences  committed 
Prison  during  the  year  ended  Slst 


12 
13 
40 

238 
32 

294 

2 

39 

26 

J 16 

130 

31 

13 


Malingering,     ....  1 

Obscene  Langui^,  .        .        .  14 

Putting  out  Gas  Li^ta,    •        ^  3 

Quarrdling,       ....  4 

Schoolmaster  s  Reports,     .        .  35 
Stealing  and  Concealing  Pri8(»i 

Property,       ....  25 

Threatening  Langua^,     .        .  41 

Tampering  with  CeuFixtures,  .  75 
Wilmlly^Damajging  or  Destroying,  77 
„      Breaking  Glass  of  Win- 
dows (cells),  .        .        .        .15 
Miscellaneous  Ofifences  not  iadu* 

ded  in  the  foregoing,      .        .  51 


Under  15,     . 
15  and  under  20, 
20         „        25, 
25         „        30, 


Ages  of  the  Prisoners  on  Conviction. 

Percent. 

30  and  under  40, 


3-1 
45-6 
20-9 
13-3 


40  „         50, 

50  „        60, 

60  and  above. 


.  91 

.  4-9 

.  1-7 

.  1-4 


Number  of  Convicts  received  at  Monntjoy  who  were  convicted 
in  the  following  years : — 


1856, 
1855, 
1854, 
1853, 


249 
43 
17 

18 


1852, 
1851, 
1850, 


Total, 


17 
5 
3 

352 


Number  of  Juveniles  admitted  in  association  during  the  year, 
and  instructed  in  trades  as — 


Tailors, 30 

Shoemakers,      .        .  .22 

Number  on  3l8t  December,  1855,  98 


Total, 


150 


Removed^— Tailors,   .        •        .33 

Shoemakers,    .        .    22 

Remaining  31st  December,  1856,    96 


Total, 


160 


Digitized  by 


Google 


of  Convict  Prisons  in  Ireland. 


67 


Return  of  Work  performed  in  the  Taflors  and  Shoemakers' 
Department  daring  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1856. 


MADE  BY  TAILORS. 


MOUMTJOT 

qoybbnicknt 
Prison. 


Prisoners'  Frieze  Jackets,         .    254 

„  Trowsers,       .     760 

„  Vests,    .        .104 

„  Caps,     .        .    273 

„  Suspenders,  60  pair 

„  Flannel  Vests,      20 

„  „     Drawers,  200 


Warders'  Top  Coats,  (uniform),     29  ^*^''*^- 
„       Frock  Coats,       „  34  Stati«tici. 

„       Trowsers,  „  34 

„       Caps,  „  34 

„      (Trades)  Working  Coats,   7 
„  „  Trowsers,  7 

1.  V  Vests,       5 

Principal  Warders'  Sbp  Coats,        2 


HADE  BY  SHOEMAKERS. 

Pairs  of  Shoes  made  (men's),  .    462  |  Officers'  Frieze  Slippers, 
„  „         (women's),      85  i 


Frieze  Jackets, 
„    Trowsers, 
„    Vests, 


REPAIRED  FOR  PRISON  USE. 
.     621 


767 
462 


Frieze  Caps,    . 

Calico  Shirts, 

Pairs  of  Prisoners'  Shoes, 


76  pain. 


.     114 

.    644 

1,106 


Table  showing  the  previous  imprisonments  of  the  Prisoners 
received  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1856. 


Never  in  prison  before. 
Once  „ 

Twice  „ 

3  times  „ 

4  f>  >» 
^    »»  »» 


98 

69 

51 

36 

18 

8 

9 

8 


8  times  in  prison  before, 

9         ,f  yi 

10  „ 

10  and  under  15  times, 

15  ,.        20      „ 

Over  20  times, ' 

No  return  furnished, 

Betum  convicts  included. 


3 

1 
7 
6 
3 
33 
41 


Table  showing  the  per  centage  of  Prisoners  punished,  with 
reference  to  length  of  period  in  this  Prison. 


No.  in  CiutodT 
Slit  D©o.,  1856. 

Period  in  Moontjoy. 

Nnmbexa 
Pnniahed. 

Per  Cent. 

77 
105 
92 
16 
79 

3  months  and  under, 
6         „          over  3, 
9         „             „     6, 
12        „             „     9, 
Over  12  months,      . 

None. 
32 
36 

69 

0-0 
30-4 
391 
50-0 
87-3 

Table  showing  the  per  centage,  with 
of  Prisoners  received  from  County 
year  ended  31st  December,  1856. 

Wicklow,  . 

Galway,     . 

Londonderry, 

Kildare,     . 

Westmeath, 

Louth, 

Antrim, 

Mayo, 

Monaj^han, 

Longford,  . 

King's  County, 


reference  to  the  convictions 
and  City  Gaols,  during  the 


Dublin, 

22-1 

Cork,. 

13-6 

Tipperary,  . 
Waterford, 

91 

4-8 

Limerick,   . 

4-8 

Kerry, 

.      3-6 

Tyrone,      . 

.      3-6 

Down,        • 

.      3-4 

Kilkenny,  . 

2-9 

Clare, 

2-9 

Wexford,    . 

.      2-3 

1-9 
1-9 
1-9 
1-7 
1-7 
1-7 
1-7 
1-7 
1-7 
1-4 
1-4 


Cavan, 

1-4 

Roscommon, 

11 

Meath,        . 

1-4 

Leitrim, 

11 

Fermanagh, 

.      \\ 

Carlow, 

•9 

Sligo, 

•6 

Araiagh,     . 

•8 

Done^     . 

•3 

Qu6en*8  County, 

niL 

v2 
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MoUJfTJOT 

governmext 
Prison. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 


Gentlemkn, — I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a  report 
AMieai  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  Mountjoy  Government  Prison  during  the 

^^'"'^•/^'^•yearl85«. 

There  were  in  custody  on  the  1  st  of  January,  .  .    485 

Committed,  ending  3 1  St  December,    ....    356 


Total,  .... 

Number  of  Prisoners  in  Hospital,  Jst  January,  1856, 
Admitted  to  Hospital,  ending  Slst  December, 

Total,  .... 

Daily  Average  Number  in  Hospital  during  1856, 

Number  prescribed  for  not  in  Hospital, 

Number  who  had  e:^tra  exercise  in  open  air,  . 

Average  Number  of  Dayn  to  each  for  e^tra  exercise, 

Number  who  had  Extra  Diet,  which  consisted  of  an  extra 
pint  of  stirabout  for  breakfast  for  a  limited  period. 

Number  who  had  Change  of  Diet,  which  consisted  of  bread 
instead  of  stirabout  tor  breakfast  for  a  period,  as  their 
state  of  bor.y  required,        ..... 

Diseases  of  Prisoners  admitted  to  Hospital. 


841 

20 

272 

292 

i6j 
671 
203 
6 

78 


91 


Attempted  suicide  by  hanging. 

Bronchitis, 

Cephalalgia, 

Cramp  of  Cliest  and  Stomach, 

Diseafie  of  Spine, 

Dysentery, 

Diarrhoea, 

Diseased  Tibia, 

,,      Knee  Joint, 

„      Ankle  Joint, 
Epilepsy, 

Fever,       .... 
General  Debility, 
Hernia,    .... 
Haemoptysis,     . 
Hemorrhoids,  • 
Injury  of  Hip, 


1 

2 
8 
8 
2 
4 

78 
1 
3 
1 
6 

53 
3 
2 
9 
2 
1 


Injury  of  Arm, 

,.       Kyc, 

„       Leg,  . 

„       Head, 
Insanity,  . 
Measles,  . 

Ophthalmia,     .         ^ 
Porrigo,   . 
Paralysis, 
Pains  in  Limba, 
Puhnonory  Affections, 
Rheumatism,    . 
Scabies,    . 
Scrofula,  . 
Stricture, 
Sarcoule, 
Venereal, 


3 
12 
2 
1 
1 


One  case  of  insanity  was  not  admitted  to  hospital,  but  treated 
in  the  prison. 


Return  of  Deaths  during  the  year 

1856. 

No. 

N&mo.               Roceircd  at  Monntjor. 

DUeMe. 

Died. 

3635 
3567 
3942 

C.  Donovan, 

D.  Davoreen, 
\V.  Conway, 

September  8, 1855, 
July  5,  1855. 
March  25,  1856,  . 

Fever, 

Consumption, 

Fever, 

April  30,  1856. 
May  18.  1856. 
December  8,  1856. 

Average  Deaths  on  841,  the  total  number, 
Remaining  in  Hospital,  1^  January,  1857* 


•00357 
19 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  state  of  the  prison 
during  the  past  year  has  been  comparatiyely  healthy;  this  is 
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mainly  to  be  attributed  to  the  continuance  of  the  system  adopted     Mouktjoy 
in  the  previous  year,  which,  by  reducing  tlie  period  of  detention     ^pS^n?'*' 

in  separation  to  nine  months,  discontinuing  trades  and  labour        

in  cells,  and  allowing  the  Medical  Oflicer  to  exercise  his  discre-  qmcersReport 
tion  in  prescribing  exercise  in  the  open  air,  has  greatly  tended 
to  avert  and  retard  disease;   the  continuance  of  a  wholesome 
and  nutritious  diet,  and  an  efficient  ventilation,  have  also  contri- 
buted to  this  result. 

It  will  be  in  your  recollection  that  under  the  former  aiTange- 
ments  of  this  prison,  and  previous  to  tlie  alterations  adopted  by 
you,  it  was  found  necessary  to  subject  the  prisoners  to  a  rigid 
examination,  to  test  their  mental  and  physical  fitness  for  the 
severe  and  protracted  trials  they  were  in  course  of  being  exposed 
to,  which  led  to  very  large  rejections.  But  a  worse  consequence 
than  this  ensued ;  for  although  every  precaution  was  taken  in 
the  original  selection, -many  hecame  enfeebled,  and  their  health 
gave  way  eventually  under  the  effects  of  the  prison  discipline. 
1  am  happy  to  report  that  these  evils  have  been  completely 
removed:  every  adult  prisoner  brought  here  during  the  past 
year,  sentenced  to  transportation  or  penal  servitude,  has  been 
received  without  a  single  exception,  and  subjected  to  the  refor- 
matory and  separate  treatment ;  and  what  is  still  more  satisfactory, 
this  important  extension  of  the  operations  of  the  system  has 
been  unattended  by  any  deterioration  of  health.  From  the 
statistical  results  stat^^d  in  the  annexed  table,  the  sanitiry  con- 
dition of  the  prison  is  shown  rather  to  have  improved. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Prisoners  admitted  to  Hospital, 
the  Number  in  the  Prison,  the  Number  of  Deaths,  and  the 
Average  Deaths  on  total  number  each  year  since  Mountjoy 
Prison  was  opened,  27th  of  March,  1850. 


Ntimbor 

Total  Nnmbor 

A rcrage 

Year. 

admitted  to 

oomniittnil  to 

Deaths. 

Deaths  on 

Hospital. 

Mountjoy. 

Total  Number. 

1850 

253 

962 

2 

•00208 

1851 

355 

1,075 

7 

•00651 

1852 

466 

071 

5 

•C0514 

1853 

450 

1.178 

10 

•00848 

1854 

503 

1,096 

1) 

•00821 

1855 

3-(4 

1,052 

9 

•00.^55 

1856 

292 

841 

3 

•00oJ7 

Two  cases  of  insanity  appear  in  the  hospital  return  ;  in  neither 
case  was  the  disease  induced  by  tlie  discipline  of  Mountjoy. 
One  prisoner  was  insane  when  committed,  and  had  been  sent 
home  from  Bermuda,  in  an  insane  condition ;  the  other  had  been 
a  patient  in  the  Richmond  liUnatic  Asylum  previous  to  convic- 
tion :  after  his  committal  here  he  got  fever,  and  the  derangement 
reappeared.  They  have  been  removed  to  the  District  Lunatic 
Asylum.  During  the  period  Mountjoy  has  been  open  for  the 
reception  of  prisoners  there  has  not  been  a  case  of  insanity 
attributable  to  the  discipljne  of  the  prison. 
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MointTjoT         The  Apothecary's  department  has  been  well  and  duly  ad- 

^PBwoNr*  ministered  by  Dr.  Halahan ;  and  his  prompt  attendance  at  all 

—        times  has  contributed  very  much  to  the  well-being  of  the  prisoners. 

omc^BlUpvrU     ^  concluding  this  report,  1  beg  to  recommend  to  the  notice 

of  the  Directors,  Hospital  Warder,  Robert  Houghton.     He  is 

an  attentive,  zealous,  trustworthy  servant,  and  highly  eflScient 

in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  yoiir  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Rynd. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Directors 
of  Government  Convict  Prisons. 


ProiuM  PROTESTANT  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

jUpoH,  January  14,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  beg  leave 
to  submit  my  Report  of  the  prisoners  committed  to  my  char^ 
as  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  Mountjoy  Government  Pnson,  for 
theyear  ending  tne  31st  of  December,  1856. 

Tne  number  of  men  under  my  care  during  the  past  year 
amounted  to  fifty ;  of  these  seventeen  were  married,  and  thurty- 
three  single. 

With  respect  to  secular  information,  the  Protestant  prisoners 
may  be  classified  in  the  following  manner: — twenty-nine  could 
write  a  little,  and  read  tolerably ;  fourteen  could  only  read,  and 
seven  were  wholly  illiterate. 

These  unhappy  violators  of  the  law  have  not  presented  any 
unusual  traits  of  character ;  they  have  been  men  whose  selfisn 
and  animal  propensities  have  been  indulged  and  strengthened, 
while  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers  have  been  either  wholly 
unexercised,  or  subjected  to  false  and  pernicious  principles. 

In  dealing  with  this  class  of  our  fellow-creatures,  thus  degraded 
by  crime,  the  system  pursued  in  this  convict  prison  appears  care- 
fully to  avoid  tne  extremes  of  wanton  cruelty,  and  morbid  sensi- 
biKty. 

Two  objects  are  kept  steadily  in  view,  to  deter  others  firom 
the  commission  of  crime,  and  to  amend  the  habits  of  the  guilty 
themselves.  It  has  been  the  continuous  effort  of  almost  every 
criminal  during  his  past  life  to  banish  reflection,  and  thus  to 
yield  himself  to  the  unrestrained  impulses  of  passion. 

The  first  step  requisite  to  a  salutary  course  of  prison  discip- 
line is  the  placing  each  prisoner  in  a  separate  cell,  and  the  next 
is  to  surround  him  with  such  appliances  of  sound  religion  and 
morality  as  may,  under  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  lead  his 
mind  to  reflect  on  such  subjects  as  divine  revelation  presents. 

By  these  means  the  most  hardened  criminal  has  been  taught 
to  know  himself  as  an  accountable  creature,  guilty  before  Grod; 
to  repent  under  a  sense  of  God's  mercy  to  his  soul,  and  to  feel 
the  influence  of  the  sublimest  motive  by  which  vice  can  be  cor- 
rected and  virtue  practised — **  the  love  of  Christ  constraining  him." 

Objections  to  any  system  are  easily  made — the  best  are  human, 
and,  therefore,  subject  to  difficulties,  and  liable  to  abuse ;  but 
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we  shonld  do  well  to  see  the  source  from  which  objections  arise.    Mouwmot 
May  they  not,  unconsciously  to  ourselves,  be  the  oflfepring  of      pmson. 

selfish  indolence,  keen-eyed  in  discoverinff  whatever  disturbs  _     

our  own  convenience,  and  ready  to  shift  the  temporary  burden  chaplam'» 
from  our  own  shoulders,  at  the  expense  of  inflicting  permanent  Report, 
and  intolerable  injury  upon  others.     Plausible  arguments  wear- 
ing the  show  of  benevolence,  have  never  been  wanting  to  sustain 
the  gratification  of  our  love  of  ease ;  but,  in  every  well  directed 
effort  to  do  good  we  must  be  prepared  to  endure  much  self-denial. 

The  public  services  of  the  chapel  are  continued  as  usual,  and 
the  men  are  regularly  visited  in  their  cells ;  every  exertion  is 
employed  to  explain  to  each  individually  the  mischief  of  the 
vile  motives  by  which  their  conduct  had  been  hitherto  actuated, 
and  to  set  forth  the  objects  and  hopes  by  which,  as  immortal 
beings,  they  ought  to  be  influenced.  Without  individual  and 
constant  catechetical  instruction  thus  regularly  conducted,  little 
good,  comparatively,  could  arise  from  the  public  services  of  the 
Church  amongst  men  who,  for  the  most  part,  are  ignorant  of  the 
most  simple  words  used  by  the  minister  in  his  public  discourses. 
Persevermg  individual  application  is  essentially  requisite  to 
excite  the  torpid  mind  of  the  ordinary  convict  from  its  dull 
round  of  evil  associations,  and  to  make  it  meditate  on  the  things 
which  belong  to  its  everlasting  peace.  The  holy  communion  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  has  been  administered  at  the  appointed 
seasons,  and  the  average  number  of  recipients  has  been  fifteen. 
In  the  case  of  every  man  admitted  to  a  participation  in  this 
sacred  ordinance,  I  have  endeavoured  to  satisfy  myself  of  the 
sufficiency  of  knowledge  and  correctness  of  motives  possessed 
by  the  communicant. 

The  devout  attention  of  the  men  when  assembled  for  divine 
worship,  gives  gratifying  indication  of  the  value  that  they  begin 
to  set  on  the  services  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

All  the  men  capable  of  reading  are  suppUed,  not  only  with 
Bibles  and  Books  of  Common  Prayer,  but  also  with  many  reli- 
gious works  fitted  in  their  character  to  elicit  attention,  and  fix  the 
thoughts  of  these  wretched  men  on  that  godliness  which  is  profit- 
able for  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as  for  that  which  is  to  come. 

The  principal  schoolmaster  and  his  assistants  labour  with 
unwearied  assiduity  for  the  improvement  of  the  prisoners  in 
secular  knowledge.  To  the  Governor  and  Deputy-Governor  I 
am  under  many  obligations  for  their  uniform  kindness  and 
valuable  aid  in  carrying  out  and  supporting  me  in  such  measures 
as  are  deemed  most  likely  to  benefit  the  members  of  my  inte- 
resting though  unhappy  flock. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  yours  feithftilly  and 
respectfully, 

John  Black,  Protestant  Chaplain. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons  in  Ireland. 

[Mem — In  consequence  of  the  Rev.  J.  Coon^s  R^rt  to  the  Directors  still 
requiring  many  alterations,  they  are  unable  to  incluae  it  in  tiieir  Annual  Re- 
port, which  has  already  been  deUyed  beyond  the  proper  period  of  publication.] 
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MouNTJOT  PRESBYTERIAN  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

OOVEBNMUn 


Prison. 


Mountjoy  Governmeiit  Prison, 
January  9,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — At  no  former  period  had  I  ]f  ss  material  from 
which  to  furnish  a  Prison  Report,  properly  so  called,  than  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1856,  nor  have  I  ever  enjoyed  more  satis- 
faction in  the  discharge  strictly  of  prison  duty  than  dming  its 
course. 

The  comparatively  few  prisoners  under  my  care  during  the 
year  have  been,  in  geneml,  rather  of  an  exceptional  class, 
differing  materially  from  the  ordinary  description  of  convicts 
sentenced  to  transportation  or  penal  servitude,  few  of  them 
having  been  **  habit  and  repute"  transgressors  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  or  confirmed  and  reckless  oftenders,  some  of  them  havine^ 
been,  prior  to  conviction,  somewhat  respectably  cii'cumstanced 
and  employed  in  life,  while  yet  their  offences  were  of  a  suf- 
ficiently grave  and  deplomble  character.  Witli  such  persons 
the  duty  of  a  cliaplain  is,  as  I  have  proved,  both  easy  and  satis- 
fiictory,  their  conscience  and  religious  feelings  being  more  sus- 
ceptible, the  jwwerful  bamcr  of  evil  habit  not  being  in  their 
case  so  strong  as  in  others  against  the  entrance  of  the  divine 
instruction  that  **maketh  wise  the  simjJe."  It  may  be  supposed 
then  that  my  intercourse  with  the  convicts  intrusted  to  my 
charge  has  been  pleasant  to  myself,  and  I  sincerely  trust  it  has 
been,  in  some  measure,  by  divine  grace,  profitable  to  them. 
And  it  is  not  stmnge  that  such  men  should,  with  few  excep- 
tions, be  among  the  least  troublesome  and  best  conducted  men 
in  the  prison,  and  that  I  should  hear,  as  I  did  hear,  on  one  occa- 
sion, from  a  most  highly- respected  officer  in  Mountjoy,  that,  of 
a  batch  of  prisoners  sent  to  Spike  Island,  the  men  under  my 
care  had  all,  with  one  exception,  entitled  themselves  to  the 
epithet,  exemplary.  In  justice  I  simply  record  these  facts;  no 
merit  is  claimed  by  me ;  my  task  was  comparatively  light.  Excep- 
tions there  were  in  the  case  of  a  feW  men,  whose  character  and 
conduct  were  not  so  consistent;  but  during  the  year  there  was 
not  a  single  case  under  my  notice  that  could  be  regarded  as  of 
desperate  and  incorrigible  depmvity. 

The  usual  appliances  were  in  operation  during  the  year  for 
the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  convicts,  by  regular 
public  service  and  sermons,  by  cell  visitation,  and  a  finl  supply 
of  Bibles  and  catechisms,  with  other  works  of  instructive,  devo- 
tional, and  practical  tendency,  which  seemed  to  be  much  prized 
by  most  of  the  solitary  suflcrers. 

Ample  evidence  was  given  that  the  school  education  of  the 
convicts  was  carefully  attended  to,  and  salutary  secular  instruc- 
tion communicated,  which,  while  utterly  inadequate  of  itself 
effectually  to  regenerate  the  human  character,  is  an  invaluable 
subordinate  and  auxiliary  to  the  higher  influences  of  "grace 
and  truth,"  by  which  the  sinner  is  made  a  "new  creature." 

I  deem  it  right,  specially,  to  record  in  this  place,  that  I  found 
it  of  great  importance,  as  required  by  the  Directors,  to  take  an 
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interest  in  the  correspondence,  and  inspect  the  letters  of  the    Mouktjot 
unhappy  convict,   awakening   thereby  in   his   breast  gmteful      prison. 
affection  and  increased  respect,  favoumble  to  tlie  exertion  of        — ; 
moral  and  religious  influence  on  his  mind,  contributing  to  estab-  clapt^r^^ 
lish  self-respect  within  him,  and  thus  conducing  to  the  great  lieport. 
reformatory  design  of  his  punishment. 

The  health  of  the  prisonei*s  during  the  year  was  unusually 
good,  and  no  serious  injury  seemed  to  arise  to  any  from  the 
protracted  separate  confinement.  When  necessary,  the  men 
were  visited,  as  formerly,  in  the  hospital. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  be  permitted  to  express  one  or  two 
ideas,  suggested  by  the  experience  of  the  past  and  former  years. 
I  hail,  with  much  satis&ction,  the  introduction  of  reformatories 
for  juvenile  criminals;  and  should  there  be,  in  addition,  liberal 
aid  given  from  the  public  ftmds  of  the  nation  for  the  support  of 
ragged  or  industrial  schools,  to  benefit  the  outcast,  the  orphan, 
and  the  neglected,  the  resources  of  crime  w^ould,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  be  materially  diminished,  and  much  evil  be  prevented. 
As  to  adult  convicts,  one  class  may,  witli  safety,  after  adequate 
punishment  in  prison,  be  permitted  to  return  to  their  own 
neiglibourhoods,  while  the  rest  must,  probably,  in  the  main,  be 
deported  to  distant  settlements,  due  respect  beuig  had  to  classi- 
fication, and  the  treatment  consequent  thereupon,  and  due 
regard  being  paid  in  arriving  at  a  proper  decision  regarding 
their  ultimate  disposal  and  treatment,  not  merely  to  their  con- 
duct while  in  prison,  but  to  the  nature  of  their  offences,  and  to 
their  antecedents.  The  combination  of  the  reformatory  system 
at  home  wath  the  removal  of  many  of  them  to  a  foreign  shore 
would  seem  the  most  efficient  means  of  protecting  society  in 
these  islands,  and  of  contributing  to  the  zeal  and  welfare  of  the 
unhappy  prisoners  themselves. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Wilson,  Presbyterian  Chaplain. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


HEAD  SCHOOLMASTER'S  REPORT.  HeadSchod- 

master' tlUport, 

Mountjoy  Government  Prison, 
28th  February,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  your  special  directions,  I 
have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  the  following  Report  on  the 
educational  department  of  Mountjoy  Government  Prison  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  If^SG. 

The  Schoolroom. — In  my  last  Report  I  directed  the  attention 
of  the  Directors  to  the  unsuitability  of  the  chapel  tor  the  pur- 
poses of  secular  instruction.  On  Tuesday,  20tli  May,  1856,  the 
Board  of  Works  commenced  the  alterations  in  the  chapel,  recom- 
mendedi  by  me  and  sanctioned  by  your  Board.  These  altcfra- 
tions  remain  as  yet  unfinished :  the  instruction  of  the  prisoners 
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MouwTJOT  jg^  therefore,  contmoed  in  the  **  wards,**  and,  in  consequence  of 
Pbjmh.  the  want  of  necessary  accommodation,  the  teaching  power  to  a 
— ■  considerable  extent  is  rendered  ineflFective. 
matur'i  Report,  I  woiild  most  earnestly  but  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
large  hall  intended  for  the  schoolroom,  the  dimensions  of  which, 
in  round  numbers,  are  eighty  by  forty  feet,  be  divided  into  four 
class-rooms,  one  for  each  teacher.  The  dimensions  of  each  of 
the  small  rooms  would  be,  in  round  numbers,  forty  by  eighteen 
feet,  amply  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  double  the  number 
at  present  allowed  in  one  school  class.  One  room  might  be 
fitted  with  writing  desks,  and  set  apart  for  writing ;  anomer  for 
reading  and  the  meanings  of  words;  another  for  arithmetic; 
and  the  fourth  for  lecturing  and  examination.  These  rooms 
could  communicate  with  each  other  by  doors,  to  allow  the  classes 
to  rotate  every  half  hour ;  and  discipline  officers  might  command 
a  view  of  the  prisoners  engaged  in  all  the  classes  from  a  small 
room  in  the  centre,  of  a  hexagonal  form  into  which  doors  of  half 
glass  could  lead  from  the  diftierent  class-rooms. 

Education  and  System  pursued. — Beforejij-hf^  on  the  amount 
or  quality  of  the  ecfucation  calculated  to  further  the  reformation 
of  prisoners,  I  considered  it  necessary,  first,  to  inouire  into  the 
causes  of  crime.  If  we  ask  ourselves  what  it  is  wnich  prevents 
us  from  breaking  the  laws  of  the  coimtry,  we  shall  most  prob- 
ably give  the  following  reasons — first,  we  feel  ashamed ;  second, 
we  can  live  without  doing  so ;  third,  we  are  afraid  of  a  prison ; 
fourth,  we  are  afraid  to  even  risk  ourselves  to  the  danger  of 
imprisonment;  fifth,  we  feel  it  better  to  live  without  breaking 
the  laws ;  and,  sixth,  we  know  we  should  render  an  account  of 
it  hereafter.  As  it  is  to  the  presence  of  these  the  prevention  of 
crime  is  to  be  ascribed,  so  it  is  to  their  absence  the  commission 
of  crime  is  to  be  attributed ;  and  the  education,  therefore,  which 
should  be  imparted,  in  order  to  be  reformatory  in  its  tendency^ 
must  have  for  its  object  the  implanting  in  the  breasts  of  the 
convicts  such  of  those  feelings  as  come  within  its  sphere  of 
action.  Its  aim  must  be  to  engender  self-respect  so  as  to  induce 
shame ;  to  teach  the  arts  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic — a 
knowledge  of  which  is  necessary  to  fill  even  the  humblest  situa- 
tions in  life ;  to  infuse  a  love  of  honest  industry,  to  cultivate 
and  exercise  the  reflective  and  reasoning  powers,  to  foster  kind 
feelings,  to  instil  sound  principles,  to  uproot  perverted  notions 
of  "  ri^ht "  and  **  wrong^ '  and  to  promote  good  habits. 

In  infancy,  the  mind,  as  has  been  beautifully  expressed,  is  like 
wax,  to  receive,  and  marble,  to  retain.  The  infiintmindis  ready 
to  be  moulded,  and  the  impressions  made  in  childhood  gradu- 
ally acquire  a  strength  as  the  child  advances  in  years,  which 
remain  with  the  same  fidelity  as  the  inscriptions  on  the  marble 
— ^not  impossible,  but  difficult  indeed  to  remove.  No  matter 
how  hard  the  work  of  obliteration  may  appear,  it  must  be  reso- 
lutely &ced  and  effected  before  reasonable  hopes  can  be  enter- 
tained of  the  teacher's  success.  That  it  is  a  work  of  time  there 
is  no  doubt,  but  at  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  time  could  not  be 
more  profitably  employed.     A  new  set  of  opinions  must  be 
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engrafted  before  the  convict  will  lend  a  willifig  arid  attentive    Moukwot 
ear  to  instructions.     Conversing  with  the  prisoners  individually      Pkncm. 
in  their  cells,  reasoning  with  them,  and  upsetting  their  arguments  T,r^T, 
by  a  force  of  facts,  instructive  but  interesting  lectures  in  classes,  masteftR^wt. 
are  the  means  employed  to  that  end.     Of  course  the  lectures 
are  conveyed  in  the  same  simple  language  as  that  used  when 
conversing  with  them  in  their  cells.    It  is  almost  impossible  to 

five  an  idea  how  instruction  ought  to  be  imparted,  so  much 
epends  upon  the  tact,  the  vigour,  the  energv,  the  look,  the 
tone,  and  the  entire  bearing  of  the  teacher  in  keeping  the  pri- 
soners around  him  in  good  humour  and  on  the  alert. 

The  ideas  which  enter  the  mind  through  the  different  senses 
are  called  by  Locke,  "ideas  of  sensation,"  or  the  inlet  of  all  our 
knowledge.  Hence,  the  eye  and  ear  are  cultivated  to  improve 
their  powers  of  imbibing  knowledge.  Reading,  writing,  and 
language  must  be  regarded,  therefore,  as  instruments  which 
may  be  used  in  the  aquisition  of  knowledge.  What  the  eye 
reads,  or  what  the  ear  hears,  makes  no  impression  upon  the  mind 
if  the  mind  be  unable  to  comprehend  that  which  is  conveyed  to 
it  through  the  senses.  Readmg  and  the  meanings  of  words  are 
taught  first ;  and  when  the  prisoners  have  made  sufficient  pro- 
gress in  these  branches,  so  as  to  read  with  intelligence  and  with 
profit  to  themselves,  they  are  supplied  in  their  cells  with  the 
most  improved  instructive  books.  In  this  manner  they  are  put 
in  a  way  to  instruct  t&emselves,  and  to  acquire  useful  know- 
ledge by  their  own  assiduity.  But  as  there  is  a  little  art  neces- 
sary to  become  «^ry-instructors,  they  are  taught  how  to  proceed 
(this  forms  a  subject  of  special  lecture,  which  I  have  repeated 
over  and  over  at  the  Teachers*  Conferences);  and  they  are 
encouraged  to  resolve,  by  being  assured  that  some  of  the 
greatest  men  the  world  ever  saw  raised  themselves  in  this  way 
fi-om  poverty  to  wealth ;  that  even  gentlemen  who  passed 
through  college  would  have  never  been  fit  to  hold  important 
situations,  .suCn  as  judges,  Ac,  if  they  had  depended  wholly 
upon  their  instructors;  and  that  men  of  the  highest  class 
(statesmen),  would  have  never  been  remarkably  clever  without 
working  hard  themselves  for  their  own  improvement. 

Reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  are  taught  according  to  the 
"National  School  system,"  with  this  difference,  that  the  prisoners 
are  treated  with  all  the  respect  due  to  mature  years,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  all  the  pains  and  trouble  necessary  for  infants  are 
taken  with  them.  The  prisoners  are,  in  fact,  overgrown  infants, 
possessing  all  their  foibles  and  little  whims  without  that  inno- 
cence and  simplicity  peculiar  to  childhood,  but  perfectly  childish 
as  regards  the  desire  to  be  praised  in  order  to  gain  courage  to 
persevere.  When  they  say  they  are  no  good,  they  are  told, 
emphatically,  they  are  good ;  tnat  they  are  doing  remarkably 
well ;  that  the  feet  is,  they  are  surprising ;  and  tnat  they  win 
wonder  at  their  improvement  in  a  short  time.  The  advantages 
also  of  knowing  how  to  read  and  write  are  pictured  out  to  their 
minds ;  the  consolation  of  reading  their  Biole  or  Prayer  Book ; 
the  happiness  of  writing  their  own  letters  to  their  friends;  and 
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Mou?fTJOT     the  almost  impossibility  of  their  getting  an  employment  after 

^^PwtonT*  their  discharge  from  prison  without  this  knowledge.     I  liave 

—        constantly  impressed  on  each  teacher,  that  to  be  efficient  it  was 

mM^J^eport,  ©ssential  for  him  to  be  at  all  times  cheerful  with  the  prisoners, 

painstaking,  and  yielding — ^yielding  without  losing  his  position 

or  compromising  his  principles ;  that  he  should  be  always  on  the 

alert  when  a  prisoner  is  exerting  himself  at  his  lesson,  however 

ludicrous  his  efforts  should  appear ;  to  suppress  with  a  resolute 

appearance  of  disapprobation  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 

others  to  laugh  at,  or  turn  into  ridicule  the  prisoner  so  engaged ; 

and  that,  above  all,  to  be  particularly  cautious  himself  not  to  set 

such  an  example. 


Table  showing  the  Literary  Progress  of  the  Prisoners. 

Degree  of  Profloioney. 

Il^ionnt. 

Imperfect  Tulenble. 

WeU. 

Per  oent. 

Per  cent.  ,  Per  cent. 

Por  cent. 

«-<^-e.   .    .  {SSi^j;    : 

348 
113 

21-2    I     27-4 
12-2    '     37-1 

16-6 
39-4 

Meanings  of  WonLs    l^^         ; 

723 
27-0 

18-5    1       71 
30-2    1     21-4 

2-1 

20-8 

Writing,   .   .   stx;:    : 

71-9 
470 

14-3    ,       8*6 
18-4        M5-2 

5-2 
18-8 

Arithmetic,   .        .     JRpcoption, 
'                  (Discharge, 

81-2 
33- 1 

11-7           2-6 
32-7         16-4 

4-5 
17-8 

Granunar.     .        .     {^^^         ; 

97-7 
91-2 

2-3 

2-4           6-4 

: 

Geography,.        .     l^£^        ; 

9G-2 
38-7 

3-8 
37-5    '     23-8 

- 

General  InfonnaUon.  I  J^P^-;         ; 

74-4 
31-6 

19-3    1       .5-2 
38-5    1     13  3 

11 

16C 

School  Discipline, — I  have  directed  each  teacher  not  to 
report  a  prisoner  for  inattention,  sulk,  or  even  want  of  respect 
in  school-class,  until  every  endeavour  to  correct  by  his  own 
moral  influence  had  proved  ineft'ectual.  I  have  laid  it  down  as 
a  rule,  that  the  best  proof  of  a  teacher's  efficiency  is  the  preserva- 
tion of  strict  order  and  decorum  in  his  class,  maintained  without 
having  recourse  to  punishment.  But  should  any  case  of  gross 
misconduct  occur,  or  should  a  prisoner  be  found  bevond  the 
reach  of  moral  influence,  the  teacher  is  at  once  to  have  the 
prisoner  removed,  and  to  report  the  matter  to  me  at  the  proper 
time,  according  to  rule. 

Rules  to  be  observed  by  the  teachers  while  conducting  their 
classes : — 

1.  As  a  general  rule,  the  teacher  should  stand  in  the  centre 
of  the  class. 

2.  Prisoners  not  to  communicate  with  each  other. 

3.  Prisoners  not  to  speak  without  the  teacher's  permission. 
A  prisoner  must  hold  out  his  hand  when  he  wants  permission  to 
make  a  remark  or  ask  a  question. 

4.  No  admonitions  to  be  given  in  class. 
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TNoTE. — ^When  an  admonition  is  necessary,  the  prisoner's  cell    Mounwot 
IS  the  proper  place.]  Peison? 

5.  N^o  prisoner  to  hold  his  book  up  to  his  mouth.  

6.  To  endeavour,  by  every  available  means,  to  keep  up  the  ^^^^^r/. 
attention  of  the  entire  class. 

7.  The  meanings  of  words  to  be  taught  in  connexion  with  the 
spelling  and  reading  lessons,  and  their  application  shown  by 
familiar  examples. 

8.  Prisoners  very  slow  in  learning,  and,  therefore,  calculated 
to  keep  the  others  back  in  their  lessons,  must  be  sent  to  the  end 
of  the  class,  and  specially  attended  to. 

9.  Prisoners  found  incorrigible,  to  be  specially  reported  to 
the  Head  Schoolmaster,  who  will  recommend  the  discontinuance 
of  their  attendance  at  school  should  he  consider  such  a  course 
expedient. 

Moral  Progress. — Strict  order  is  preserved  in  the  several 
school  classes  by  2k  firm  adherence  to  the  above  rules.  The 
punishments  are  scarcely  any,  being  only  thirty-five,  or  an 
average  of  three  a  month.  For  the  last  six  months  the  number 
of  punishments  for  school  delinquencies  is  only  thirteen,  or  an 
average  of  two  a  month ;  and  this  average  divided  between  four 
teachers  gives  only  one  prisoner  punished  on  an  avei'age  every 
two  months.  During  the  year  the  number  of  prisoners,  the 
discontinuance  of  whose  attendance  at  school  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
recommend^  is  only  three,  or  scarcely  one  per  cent.  These  racts 
prove,  that  a  system  of  ti'eatment  which  combines  the  ^^suaviter 
in  modo^  with  the  ''''fortiter  in  re'^  is  sound  m practice  as  well  as 
feasible  in  theory. 

Organization. — As  the  prisoners  are  divided  into  juveniles 
and  adults,  and  as  the  proportion  of  the  former  to  the  latter  is 
nearly  as  one  to  three,  one  teacher  is  appointed  over  the 
juveniles,  and  the  remaining  three  over  the  adult  prisoners. 
Each  prisoner,  immediately  upon  reception,  is  classified  as  to  his 
literary  attainments,  and  supplied  in  his  cell  with  suitable  books, 
writing  materials,  &c.  The  adult  prisoners  are  divided  into 
three  classes — first,  second,  and  third,  according  to  their  pro- 
ficiency in  reading  only.  Over  each  class  a  teacher  is  placed, 
who  is  held  responsible  for  the  improvement  of  the  prisoners 
under  his  charge.  Each  teacher  subdivides  his  class  into  four 
sections,  and  each  section  is  taught  separately.  Monthly  exa- 
minations are  held  by  the  teachers,  after  which  those  prisoners 
marked,  **  fit  for  promotion,''  are  removed  to  a  higher  section. 
When  a  teacher  removes  prisoners  to  another  teacher's  class,  the 
latter  may  object,  should  the  prisoner  promoted  appear  to  him 
not  qualified  according  to  the  standard  minimum  proficiency  set  , 
down  for  his  class.  In  a  case  like  this  it  becomes  my  duty  to 
decide ;  and  I  am  happy  to  report,  that  since  the  appointment 
of  the  two  last  teachers  it  happened  only  once — such  is  the 
mutual  desire  manifested  by  the  teachers  to  co-operate,  and 
work  harmoniously  together. 

The  juvenile  prisoners  are  divided,  according  to  their  pro- 
ficiency, into  six  classes,  each  class  reading  a  different  book,  out 
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Mojsimor    monthly  examinations  and  promotions  take  place  as  in  the  adult 
PwsoN.      classes. 
— V^         Minimum  proficiency  required  in  the  different  classes : — 
rtRtpoH,      First  Class. — This  class  is  made  up  of  those  prisoners  whose 
proficiency  is  below  that  required  for  second  class. 

Second  Class. — ^Able  to  read  and  tell  the  meanings  of  words 
in  any  part  of  the  1st  section  of  the  "Second  Book  of  Lessons." 

Third  Class. — Able  to  read  with  ease  any  portion  of  the 
**  Third  Book  of  Lessons  to  the  73rd  page,"  and  tell  the  meanings 
of  words  occurring  in  the  lessons. 

About  once  a  month,  or  more,  frequently,  if  not  pressed  with 
other  duties,  I  inspect,  and  examine  each  teacher's  class— that 
teacher  taking  my  post  in  the  meantime.  During  my  days  of 
inspection  I  bring  a  memorandum  book  with  me,  in  which  I 
enter  such  remarks  and  suggestions  as  occur  to  me  in  the  course 
of  my  examinations,  and  tnese  remarks  and  suggestions  I  read 
at  the  Teachers'  Conferences.  At  subsequent  examinations  I 
have  the  suggestions  before  me,  and  my  first  business  is  to 
ascertain  whether  they  had  been  attended  to.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived, that  inspections  occurring  so  frequently  and  unex- 
pectedly ensures  not  only  uniformity  in  the  system  of  instruc- 
tion, but  acts  as  a  check  upon  the  teacher,  and  as  a  stimulus  to 
exertion. 

The  Library — It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books  for  the  library  a  greater  discrimination  had  not 
been  exercised.  The  majonty  are  quite  worthless  to  prisoners. 
It  is  well,  however,  that  mere  are  some  appropriate  works,  such 
as  Chambers  Journal^  Miscellany^  &c. ;  and  from  a  perusal  of 
which,  by  prisoners  sufficiently  advanced  to  appreciate  them,  a 
great  amount  of  useful  information  is  to  be  derived.  The 
capacity  of  each  prisoner  is  taken  into  consideration,  and  his 
taste,  as  much  as  possible,  consulted  in  the  distribution  of  the 
books.  In  this  way  a  library  of  suitable  books  may  be  made 
available  in  difiusing  useful  knowledge,  and  will  act  as  a  power- 
ful auxiliary  to  the  educational  department,  especially  if  the 
same  discretionary  power  be  vested  in  the  Ueaa  Schoolmaster 
regarding  their  distribution.  The  following  are  the  conditions 
upon  which  library  books  are  issued  to  prisoners : — 

1st.  Attention  to,  and  respect  for  the  instruction  imparted  by 
the  teacher  in  school  class. 

2nd.  Those  competent  must  write  out  the  substance  of  the 
lessons  and  lectures  delivered  in  school  class. 

3rd.  The  moral  Qualities  inculcated  by  the  teachers  must  be 
constantly  practised. 

A  list  is  kept  of  those  prisoners  to  whom  library  books  are 
allowed,  and  the  name  of  a  prisoner  is  struck  off  tms  list  when 
it  appears  to  the  Head  Schoolmaster  that  a  prisoner  has  not 
observed  all  the  conditions  above. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  moral  influence  which  a  desire 
to  receive  librarjr  books  exercises  upon  the  minds  of  prisoners, 
in  directing  their  actions,  at  least  while  under  the  teacher's 
supervision,  and  the  importance  of  creating  in  such  men  a  taste 
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for  reading  and  rational  amusement,  of  throwing  open  to  them    Mountjot 
the  wide  domain  of  intelligence,  in  which  they  may  perceive  the      prison. 
value  of  knowledge  and  the  misfortune  of  ignorance,  the  ines-  „rz7^, 
timable  advantages  of  acquiring  the  practice  of  wisdom,  and  the  master' sRtjwrt. 
lamentable  follv  of  persisting  in  a  life  of  vicious  indulgences,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest,  that  the  books  unfit*  for  the  use  of 
the  prisoners  be  sold,  and  with  the  proceeds  that  more  suitable 
works  be  purchased  in  their  stead ;  and  that  a  number  equal  to 
the  requirements  of  the  prison,  of  the  most  approved  books,  be 
also  added. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Grentlemen,  your  most  obediient 
servant, 

Edward  M*Gauban,  Head  Schoolmaster. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Directors  of 
Convict  Prisons  in  Ireland. 


SMITHFIELD  GOVERNMENT  PRISON.  Siiith»i«ld 

GOTEBinOBIfT 
PEI80N. 

Leehir«r'$ 

LECTURER'S  REPORT.  JH^fxm, 

Smithfield  Institution  for  Exemplary  Prisoners, 
January  1,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  beg  to 

E resent  my  first  Annual  Report  as  Lecturer  in  the  Smithfield 
Dstitution  for  Exemplary  Prisoners. 
When  you  honoured  me  with  my  present  appointment  in  the 
institution,  I  understood  my  duties  to  be  of  a  combined  nature ; 
I  was  not  to  consider  myself  merely  a  literary  teacher,  nor  yet 
solely  a  moral  trainer.  1  believed  that  I  was  to  make  myself 
acquainted  not  alone  with  the  knowledge  or  ignorance,  in  an 
educational  point,  of  the  inmates  committed  to  my  charge,  but  I 
was  likewise  to  obtain  an  insight,  as  much  as  possible,  into  the 
natural  character,  the  disposition,  the  hopes,  the  fears,  the  wishes, 
and  the  intentions  of  each  individual.  I  knew  also  that  I  was, 
if  possible,  to  keep  myself  acquainted  with  the  employment  and 
conduct  of  the  men  upon  quitting  the  institution.  These  things 
I  have  endeavoured  to  accomplish,  and  I  have  been  aided 
willingly  and  earnestly  by  every  officer  of  this  institution. 

Upon  my  appointment  I  found  fifty  inmates  committed  to  my 
charge,  and  upon  an  examination  I  was  enabled  to  classify  them 
educationally,  though  not  with  perfect  accuracy,  as  exhibited  in 
the  following  table : — 

Number  able  to  read  and  write,  .  .  .21 

„      able  to  read  only,        .  .  .  ,18 

„      unable  to  read  or  write,  .  .  .16 

Total,       ....        50 

*  The  books  of  the  library  were  purchased  prerious  to  the  appointment  of  the 
present  Bowd  of  I>irector)i. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


80  Third  Afuwal  Report  of  the  Directors 

Smithpield  With  an  education  so  very  limited  as  these  figures  discJose  to 
Prison,  have  been  ix)ssessed  by  the  men,  you  will,  Gentlemen,  e«asily 
—7-  perceive  that,  during  the  short  period  I  could  expect  to  liave 
Heport'  ^'^^'^  under  my  charge,  it  would  be  rather  a  waste  of  time  on 
my  part  if  I  were  to  endeavour  to  carry  out  any  regular  system 
of  school  teaching.  I  thought  it  better,  under  your  approba- 
tion, to  direct  my  chief  attention  to  the  development  of  their 
minds,  and  to  give  them  matter  for  thought,  through  the 
medium  of  useful  and  interesting  lectures  suited  to  their  capa- 
cities, whilst  supplying  them  witli  instruction  in  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  and  the  i)lain  rules  of  grammar.  I  was 
assisted  in  this  latter  department  by  Mr.  William  Bradfield, 
whose  aid  has  been  most  valuable,  and  his  unflaggmg  zeal  was 
marked  by  a  tact  most  worthy  of  commendation.  Latterly,  in 
addition  to  Mr.  William  Bradfield,  I  have  had  most  useful 
assistance  from  Mr.  Armstrong. 

These  lectures  commenced  on  the  3rd  of  February,  1856, 
and  have  been  continued  on  every  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednes- 
day, Thursday,  and  Friday.  The  subjects  for  each  week  have 
been  sent  on  the  Mondays,  by  your  direction,  to  the  Convict 
Prisons'  Office ;  and  I  here  beg  leave  to  present  the  detailed  list 
of  subjects: — 

LSOTTJBES  DELIVERED  IN  TUB  SmITHFIELD  INSTITUTION. 

March  10-14,  1856 Form  and  Diurnal  Motion  of  the  Earth.    The 

Atmosphere.  Australia.  English  Grammar.  Difference  between  Educa- 
tion and  Instruction. 

March  17-21,  1856.--Pur8uit  of  Knowledge  under  Difficulties.  Remark- 
able Inventions.  I^Ir.  Kavanagh's  paper  read  on  this  evening,  ^fan ;  hb 
duty  to  God — his  relation  to  his  fellows.    The  Atmosphere  and  its  uses. 

March  24-28,  1856.— List  of  subjects  mislaid. 

April  }-5,  1856.— Physical  Geography  and  its  Curiosities.  The  Electric 
Telegraph  and  its  uses.  On  Self-denial  and  Decision  of  Character.  Some 
Remarkable  Inventions.    Canada  and  its  Resources. 

April  7-1 1,  1856.— The  Seasons,  the  Calendar,  and  the  Tides.  Works  of 
God.  Wonders  of  Science.  Temperance  and  the  Cost  of  Drunkenness. 
What  Machinery  has  done  for  the  World. 

Afril  14-18,  1856.— Mysteries  of  the  Deep.  Frugality.  The  Post  Office 
and  its  History.    Emigration.     Prisons,  Past  and  Present. 

April  21-25,  1856.— Sleep  and  Dreaming.  Morning  of  the  Worid.  The 
Crown  of  Labour.     Wine  and  the  Wine  Lands.     NatS  and  its  Resources. 

April  27  to  May  1 Moderation  in  Anger.    Who  should  Emigrate.     The 

Beer-shop  Evil.  The  Water  we  Drink.  The  Labourer  in  his  Moral  and 
Physical  Conditions. 

May  5-9, 1856 — The  Laws  of  England.  The  National  Debt ;  The  Funds 
and  Banks.  Lives  of  Great  Men— No.  1,  Napoleon  III.  The  Employer 
and  the  Employed.     Great  Battles — Waterloo  and  Trafalgar. 

May  12-16,  1856. — Conscientiousness.  Lives  of  Great  Men — No.  2, 
Lord  Palmerston.  What  to  Eat,  Drink,  and  Avoid.  Natiural  Ma^c. 
Great  Battles—Trafalgar. 

May  19-23, 1856. — Conscientiousness  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties.  The 
Soil  we  Cultivate.  Capital  and  Labour.  The  Water  we  Drink.  The  Rights 
of  others. 

May  26-30,  1856.— Moderation  in  Anger.  Who  should  Emigrate.  The 
Beer-shop  Evil.  The  Water  we  Drink.  The  Labourer  in  his  Moral, 
Intellectual,  and  Physical  Conditions. 

June  2-6,  1 856. — Courtesy  and  PoUteness,  Labour,  the  Duty  of  all  Men. 
Chemistry  of  Common  Li&. 
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June  9-13,  1856. — Magnanimity  and  Heroism.  Agriculture — No.  1,  Smithfield 
Rotation  of  Crops.  Emigration— No.  1,  Australia.  Industry  and  Frugality.  C^overnhkht 
Form  of  the  Earth.  P^'*- 

Jime  16-20,  1856.-— English  Grammar.      Motions  of  the  Earth.     T^^^  Lechtrer't 
Night-raare  and  the  Day-mare.     Emigration — No.  2,  N.  S.  Wales.    Agri-  R^ort. 
colture — No.  2,  Elements  of  Organic  Bodies. 

June  23-27,  1856. — Money;  how  to  use  and  prize  it.  The  Rewards  of 
Knowledge.  Domestic  Animals — No  I,  the  Dog.  Remarkable  Men — Louis 
Philip.     Emigration — No.  3,  Port  Philip  and  Melbounue. 

June  30  to  JuhjA^  1856 — Truth  and  Trust.  Geological  Condition  of 
the  Earth.     The  Air  we  Breathe.    The  Human  Frame.    Western  Australia. 

July  7-11,  1856 The  Form  and  Magnitude  of  the  Earth.     The  Bank 

and  the  Fire-side.    The  Water  we  DrinL     The  Ruins  of  Creation.    The 
Gold  Fields  of  Australia. 

July  14-18,  1856 Conscientiousness  respecting  Reputation  and  Pro- 
perty of  others.  Coal  and  the  Coal  Mines.  Opening  Address  in  Newgate. 
Mysteries  of  the  Deep.     Canada  and  her  Resources. 

July  21-25,  1856 Forbearance  and  Forgiveness.     The  Race  of  Man. 

Life  of  Alexander  Selkirk.     The  Plant  we  Cultivate. 

July  28  to  August  1,  1856.— Slander.  Rivers  and  Ljikes  of  the  World. 
Endowments  of  God  to  Man.    The  Bread  we  Eat.    English  Grammar. 

A  ugmt  4-8, 1 856 — Electric  Telegraph,  Anecdotes  of.  Mines  and  Minerals. 

Self-denial  and  Decision  of  Character.     Lives  of  Great  Men Columbus. 

Physical  Geography — Lecture  No.  1 . 

At^ust  11-15,  1856 Emigration.     Life  and  Death  of  the  Drunkard. 

Commerce.    Precious  Metals  and  Precious  Stones.     The  World  of  Plants. 

August  18-22,  1856 — Conscientiousness  in  adhering  to  a  Promise.  Ve- 
getable Kingdom.  Thunder  and  Lightning.  Victoria  and  Port  Philip. 
Physical  Geography — Lecture  No.  2. 

August  25-29,  1856.— Contentment  and  Religious  Repose  of  Mind. 
Cloiios  and  Storms.  Structure  of  the  Earth.  Howard  the  Philanthropist. 
Canada  and  her  Resources. 

September  1-5,  1856 — Conscientiou»ne!«s  respecting  Rights  of  others. 
The  Drainage  and  Natural  Features  pf  Europe.  Temperance  and  Litem- 
perance.    The  Human  Heart.     The  Mechanical  Powers. 

September  8-12,  1856 Conduct  towards  Inferiors  and  Superiors.    The 

Bank  and  the  Fire-side.     Circulation  of  the  Blood.     New  South  Wales. 
English  Grammar  and  Dictation. 

September  15-19,  1856.— Anger.  Trade  Winds.  Who  should  Emigrate. 
Decision  of  Character.    Marks  of  Design  in  the  Human  Body. 

September  22-26,  ]S56 — Benefits  of  Labour.  The  Gulf  Stream.  Southern 
Australia.     General  View  of  the  Globe.     The  Deluge. 

September  29  to  October  3.  1856 — The  Goveniment  of  our  Passions. 
The  Gold  Diggings  of  Australia.  The  Ocean  and  its  IMysleries.  The 
Functions  of  Leaves.    Sleep. 

October  6-10,  1856.— Frug;ility.  Capital  and  Labour.  The  Air  we 
Breathe.     Canada.     Rivers  and  their  uses. 

October  13-17,  1856. — Gratitude  and  Ingratitude.  How  to  get  to  the 
Colonies.    Life  and  Labour  of  Bees.     Nature  of  Plants.     English  Grammar. 

October  20-24,  1856.— Self-labour  and  Self-dependence.  Pursuit  of 
Knowledge  under  Difficulties.  The  Precious  Metals.  The  Distribution  of 
Man.     History  and  Chronology-. 

October  27-31,  1856 — Calumny,  baseness  of  New  South  Wales. 
Respiration.    The  Seiisons. 

November  ^-1 J  1856 — The  Blessings  of  Temperance.  Presence  of  Mind. 
Digestion.     Diffusion  of  Metals.     Plains  and  Deserts.     The  Wants  of  Men. 

November  10-14,  1856.— Hypocrisy.  Conscientiousness  in  adhering  to  a 
Promise.     The  uses  of  Vegetables.     The  Sahara.     Who  should  En)igrate. 

November  17-21,  1856. — The  Advantages  of  Saving's  Banks.  Truth  and 
Trust.  The  Gold  Diggings  of  Australia.  Rivers  and  their  uses.  General 
View  of  the  Globe. 

November  2A-2Q,  1856.— Frugality.  The  Ocean.  The  Wants  of  Men. 
Modem  History — 1st  Century.    The  Duty  of  the  Smithfield  Men. 
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SMiTHPtELb       December  1-5,  1856. — Advantages  of  Emigration.    Goidance  of  our  Pas- 
OoyBENMKitT  giQns.    Evil«  of  Intemperance.   The  Air  we  Breathe.   The  Reward  of  Laboar. 

'^^^'  December  8-1 2»  1856 Nature  of  Tickets  of  Licence.    Contentment  and 

j^ectur9r*k         Religious  Repose  of  Mind.    Plains  and  Deserts.    Self-ControL    Grcographj 
Report,  of  Europe — ^No.  1,  Norway  and  Sweden. 

December  22-27, 1856 — Conscientiousness  respecting  Property  and  Rights 
of  others.  The  Water  we  Drink.  Pursuit  of  Knowl^ge  imder  Difficulties. 
The  Tides  and  their  Causes.     Geography  of  Europe — No.  2,  Russia. 

December  29,  1856,  to  Jatmary  2,  1857 — ^The  AdTantages  of  Emigratioiu 
The  Evils  of  Intemperance.  Frugality  and  the  Saving's  Banks.  Conscien- 
tiousness respecting  Debt    Geography  of  Europe— No.  3,  Austria. 

I  found  from  the  outset  that  lectures  were  admirably  suited 
to  attract  the  attention  of  the  men;  but  being  desirous  to 
test  that  attention,  and  to  discover  if  the  memory  and  reason 
were  affected  equally  with  the  curiosity,  I  appointed  each  Satur- 
dav  night  for  a  species  of  competitive  examination  upon  the 
subjects  on  which  I  had  addressed  them  during  the  preceding 
five  days.  The  results  of  this  plan  were  quickly  evident;  the 
men  were  anxious  to  show  their  attention  and  memory,  whilst 
their  reasoning  and  understanding  were  fidly  evidenced  in  the 
nature  of  the  queries  addressed  to  each  other.  Those  who  are 
able  to  write  make  notes  in  their  books ;  and  it  is  most  interest- 
ing to  remark  the  quickness  with  which  they  detect  errors  in 
the  answering,  referring  to  their  notes  in  case  of  any  dispute  as 
to  accuracy. 

Another  interesting  ])oint  I  would.  Gentlemen,  bring  under 
your  notice,  and  it  is  this,  that  the  less  informed  portion  of  the 
men  apixiar  to  consider  the  lectures  upon  moral  subjects  as 
peculiarly  interesting,  being  able  to  reason  upon  temperance, 
frugality,  industry,  and  topics  of  this  nature,  but  not  being 
sufficiently  advanced  to  start  questions  upon  geography  or 
arithmetic  with  the  better  taught  section.  When  speaking  to  the 
ipen  on  moral  subjects  I  have  invariably  made  it  a  rule  never^ 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  infringe  upon  the  duties  of  their 
respective  chaplains,  and  I  believe  that  these  gentlemen  are 
fully  aware  of  the  correctness  of  this  statement. 

The  men  are  not  sufficiently  long  under  my  care  to  enable 
me  to  furnish  any  evidence  of  progress  in  school  teacliing  at  all 
comparative  with  that  which  you  would  expect  from  an  ordinary 
school;  in  fact,  the  progress  at  Smithfield  is  a  psychological 
one — one  of  mind  and  character  rather  than  of  intellect  and 
mere  literary  knowledge.  I  have,  however,  endeavoured  to 
make  the  following  table  of  progress  in  school  knowledge  as 
accurate  as  possible : — 

Number  able  to  read  and  write  on  entering,  and  also 
having  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  simple  and  compound 
rules  of  arithmetic,    .  .  .  .  .65 

Number  unable  to  read  or  write  on  entering,    .  .        85 

Number  who  entered  and  left  the  institution  unable  to 
read  and  write,  .....        17 

Total,      .  .  .  .167 

Of  the  eighty-five  who  were  unable  to  read  or  write  on  enter- 
ing, forty-two  were  able  to  read  their  book  of  prayer,  and  receipt 
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a  bill  on  leaving ;  the  remaining  forty-three  could  write  their    Smithpikld 
names,  and  read  the  First  Book  of  the  Commissioners  of  National      p^soSf^ 
Education.     The  seventeen  men  here  mentioned  who  made  no        — 7- 
progress  in  school  knowledge  were  aged  and  unable  to  speak  ^j,^^* 
the  English  language. 

On  Sundays  1  attend  at  the  institution  from  five  to  six  o'clock, 
p.m.,  and  talk  to  the  men  in  a  familiar  way  upon  sobriety  and 
industry,  the  necessity  for  self-dependence,  and  other  kindred 
topics ;  and  I  endeavour  to  induce  those  who  have  left  the  insti- 
tution to  re-visit  it  on  these  days,  and  support  me  in  essaying 
to  impress  my  views  upon  those  not  yet  liberated.  On  Friday 
evenings,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture,  I  visit  the  infirmary, 
and  spend  some  time  with  the  men  who  may  be  there  confined. 

This  species  of,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  fellowship  enables  me  to 
understand  each  man  thoroughly ;  and  I  have  never  grudged 
this  self-imposed  trouble  of  tne  Sunday  and  Friday  evenings' 
visitings ;  for  I  believe  that  if  such  men  as  ours  are  not  indivi- 
dualized, all  efforts  at  reformation,  however  earnestly  made, 
must  of  necessity  lose  half  their  effect. 

During  the  year  167  men  were  discharged  from  the  institu- 
tion; 112  on  tickets  of  licence,  and  fifty-five  absolutely.  Of 
the  112  licensed  men,  103  were  Roman  Catholics,  and  nine 
were  Protestants  and  Dissenters.  Twenty-four  of  the  licensed 
men  were  married,  and  twenty  of  the  free  men.  Of  this  total 
of  112  licensed  men,  five  were  re-committed;  of  the  free  men, 
none.  And  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  but  one  of  these  men  so 
again  offending  against  the  law  was  married ;  but  I  must  here 
remark  that  he  had  separated  himself  from  his  wife  for  many 
years  previous  to  his  conviction. 

It  being  a  self-imposed  duty  of  mine,  approved  by  you,  to 
endeavour  to  secure  employment  for  the  men  before  they  were 
permitted  to  leave  the  institution,  I  have  devoted  a  considerable 
portion  of  time  to  the  fulfilment  of  this  task ;  and  I  have  kept 
m  view  the  men  employed  in  the  county  and  city  of  Dublin. 
There  are  at  present  in  Dublin  and  in  the  county  forty-one 
licensed  men  and  three  free  men ;  and  I  classify  them  as  to  em- 
ployment as  follows : — 


LICENSED  MEN. 

"Weavers, 
Shopmen, 
Painters, 

Tailors,         .        • 
Servants, 
Labourers,    . 

.       2 

1 

.     22 

Masons, 
Carpenters,  . 
Sweeps, 
Shoemakers, 

.'     10 

FRBEMBN. 

Shoemakers, 
Labourers,    . 

I 

2 

Knowing  the  great  importance  which  is  at  present  attached 
to  the  ticket-of-leave  question,  I  have  carried  out  a  system  of 
weekly  visitation  of  every  man  employed  from  the  institution 
in  Ddolin,  and  within  a  circuit  of  twenty  miles ;  I  find  that  they 
are.  with  one  exception,  giving  the  most  complete  satisfaction. 
They  are  steady,  honest,  sober,  and  industrious.  Many  of 
the  married  men  are  often  sorely  pressed  by  the  high  price 
of  provisions;   but  they  generally  bear  their  condition  in  a 
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SxiTRPiBLD    cheerfiil  aud  unshaken  spirit  of  honest  patience  and  self-reliance. 
^^pJJ^^I^''^  I  have  visited  some  of  them  in  wretchedly  poor  lodgmp;  I 

have  seen  them  badly  fed,  badly  clothed,  enduring  much  hard - 

^J^JJJJ^*  ship,  and  wishing  for,  and  asking  nothing  but,  continuous 
employment.  I  have  not  found  much  difficulty  in  inducing 
persons  to  employ  them ;  but  as  thev  are  not  first-class  tradesmen, 
their  wages  are  generally  low ;  and  I  Avould  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  men  should  not  be  discharged  until  they  are  acquamted 
with  their  trades  as  well  as  the  ordinary  class  belonging  to  those 
trades.  Labourers,  however,  secure  employment  easily,  and 
retain  it;  but  coming,  as  they  do,  from  prisons,  and  unac- 
customed, through  lapse  of  time,  to  hard  manual  labour,  they 
are  not  able  readily  to  compete  with  those  men  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  out-door  work.  They  have  the  will  to  toil,  but 
their  physical  strength  is  rarely  equal  to  their  mental  energy. 
X  have  remarked  also  in  the  evidence  of  Mr.  T.  F.  Elliott,  in  his 
third  examination  before  the  Transportation  Committee  of  last 
session,  that  this  same  point  has  t)een  urgc^d  upon  the  Home 
Office  by  the  authorities  in  Western  Australia. 

The  wages  of  the  labourers  vary  from  7^.  to  10a\  }>er  week ; 
those  of  the  tradesmen  range  from  12«.  to  20j?.  per  week.  They 
are,  of  course,  content  with  these  wages ;  but  eveiy  man  amongst 
them  looks  to  a  better  future,  and  that  better  future  he  hopes  to 
pass  in  the  colonies. 

The  majority  are  extra-careful  in  the  hoarding  of  their  prison 
earnings ;  they  liave  given  to  me  every  penny  they  can  save 
towards  forming  an  emigration  fund ;  and  although  this  has 
been  but  eight  weeks  in  existence,  I  alreadv  hold  their  saving  s 
bank  books,  which  show  a  total  deposit  of  j^l3  from  ten  men. 

They  are  all  anxious  to  assist  each  other.  I  formed  a  loan 
fund  last  July,  wliich  is  now  certified  under  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  I  have  witnessed  the  gratifying  spectacle  of  ticket- 
of-leave  men  becoming  security  for  each  other,  and  the  bor- 
rowers, with  very  few  exceptions,  repaying  with  the  strictest 
regularity.  One  ticket-of-]eave  man  was  on  the  Committee  of 
Management,  acting  with  some  of  the  most  industrious  artisans 
of  Dublin ;  and  I  feel  bound  to  add  that  a  sharper  or  more 
careful  scrutinizer  of  the  names  of  securities,  and  the  reasons 
inducing  the  boiTowers  to  seek  the  loan,  I  have  never  yet  known. 
This  loan  fund  is  now  in  a  most  flourishing  condition,  and 
amongst  the  shareholders  there  are  several  ticket-of-leave  men. 
In  the  last  week  of  December  £80  were  out  on  loan  ;  aud  the 
Government  registrar  has  highly  approved  of  the  society,  and 
has  certified  its  legality. 

I  have  stated  above  that  tlie  men  are  anxious  to  serve  each 
other;  and  they  feel  an  interest  in  the  Smithfield  Institution 
not  unlike  that  which  IMonsieur  Demctz  describes  as  a  charac- 
teristic of  the  youths  who  have  been  the  inmates  of  Mettray; 
and  I  cannot  state  to  you  the  pleasure  and  astonishment  whicli  I 
experienced  when  visited,  on  various  occasions  during  the  past 
summer,  at  the  institution  during  lecture,  by  two  who,  quitting 
the  institution,  have  enlisted  and  re-visited  it  in  their  uniforms. 
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They  sat  down  in  their  old*  places,  attending  to  the  lecture.    Smithpield 
The  moral  effect  of  this  upon  the  men  in  tiie  institution  is  incal-      prison. 
culable.  — 7- 

The  following  letters  from  the  employers  of  some  of  our  men  lupwu* 
are  selected  from  many  in  the  same  spirit  now  before  me: — 

December  12,  1856. 
Mt  deab  Sir, — The  boy,  R.  A.,  you  sent  me  about  ten  months  ago  from 
Smithfield  is  still  in  my  employment,  and  going  on  as  Tvell  as  can  be  desired. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.  P.  Organ,  Esq.  J.  G. 


December  19,  1856. 
Deab  SiB,.^The  man  we  took  in  on  your  recommendation  has  shown 
himself  anxious  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  give  satisfaction.     Wo  have  increased 
hid  wages  from  9f.  to  12«.  a-week. 

.Believe  us,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servants, 
J.  r.  Organ,  Esq.  O'N.  &  Co. 

December  3,  1856. 
Dear  Sir, — The  six  men  recommended  to  me  bv  you  continue,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  to  afford  me  every  satisfaction ;  so  much  so  indeed,  that  I  am  prepared 
to  employ  another,  provided  one  can  be  found  who  can  be  safely  recommended 
for  good  conduct  and  willingness  to  work. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 
James  P.  Organ.  Esq.  J.  M*D. 

These  letters  will,  I  think,  prove  to  any  mind  but  the  most  pre- 
judiced, that  the  adult  criminal  is  not  necessarily  irreclaimable. 

The  institution  at  Smithfield  has  now  become  known  to  the 
public.  Several  gentlemen  of  distinction  have  visited  it ;  and 
His  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  been  a  constant 
attendant,  aiding  our  efforts  by  his  countenance,  and  evident 
and  frequently  expressed  interest  in  our  success.  The  effects  of  his 
visits  upon  the  men  have  been  in  the  highest  degree  satisfactory. 

Although  I  cannot  speak  from  a  personal  knowledge  of  the 
conduct  and  position  of  our  men  in  England  or  in  the  country 
parts  of  Ireland,  yet  I  have  received  the  most  gratifying  accounts 
of  their  well  doing  from  themselves  and  from  their  employers. 

You  will,  Gentlemen,  doubtless  have  observed  that  tor  men 
who  have  been  so  long  a  time  in  prison,  as  most  of  those  who 
have  passed  through  Smithfield  were,  their  progress  iii  ordinary 
school  knowledge  in  the  prisons'  schools  was  wofully  deficient. 
I  have  obserA'ed  that  the  men  look  forward  to  the  school  and 
lecture  time  in  Smithfield  with  great  and  evident  pleasure ;  and 
from  conversation  with  them,  1  attribute  this  to  the  fact  that 
the  instruction  is  given  at  a  period  of  the  day  when  all  labour  is 
closed.  Thus,  they  do  not  look  upon  it  as  a  part  of  daily  work, 
but  as  a  pleasant  conclusion  to  the  day  upon  the  cessation  of  work. 

I  do  not,  of  coui'se,  presume  to  suggest  any  change  in  the 
present  system  of  school  teaching  adopted  in  prisons,  but  I  feel 
myself  bound  in  duty  to  mention  this,  which  appears  to  me  a 
plain  fact ;  and  I  must  further  state  I  have  almost  invariably 
discovered  that  men  registered  as  possessing  a  fair  amount  of 
knowledge,  had  but  a  parrot-like  capacity  of  repeating  words, 
without  comprehending  their  meaning. 
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^^^^  Ocowonally  I  have  had  men  under  my  charge  in  Smithfield 

pJJJ^]'^  who  were,  throng  early  instruction,  much  superior  in  educa- 

—T-        tion  to  their  fellows.     When  the  zeal  in  self-improvement  of 

^^JJIJI*  these  men  was  especially  satLs&ctory ,  I  have  adopted,  with  great 

success,  the  plan  of  permitting  them  to  take  in  turn  the  post  of 

monitor;  and  I  have  found  that  the  effect  upon  the  other  men 

was  in  every  respect  satisfactory. 

Although  none  of  the  men  are  discharged  from  our  institution 
until  every  precaution  has  been  employed  to  secure  work  for 
them  in  safe  and  trustworthy  quarters,  I  have  always  en- 
deavoured to  induce  them  before  quitting  to  take  the  temperance 
pledge  firom  a  clergyman  of  that  religious  persuasion  to  which 
they  may  belong.  About  two-thirds  of  the  men  discharged  have 
acceded  to  my  request;  and  it  is  well  worthy  of  notice  that 
all  thus  acting  have  preserved  most  excellent  characters. 

In  closing  this  Report  I  would,  Gentlemen,  most  respectfull 
but  earnestly  urge  tne  necessity  for  the  establishment  of  some 
home  or  refuge,  such  as  that  indicated  by  Mr.  Shepherd,  the 
Governor  of  Wakefield  Prison,  in  his  evidence  before  the  Trans- 
portation Committee  of  last  session,  to  which  the  men  could 
apply  for  work  at  low  rates  of  wages,  when  unable  to  obtain 
employment  elsewhere.  We  find  Uttle  difficulty  in  procuring 
work  for  our  men  when  leaving  the  institution ;  our  difficulty 
is  to  secure  continuous  employment — a  difficulty  which  may  be 
increased  should  the  tone  of  the  public  press  continue  as  at 
present.  Give  our  men  constant  employment  at  any  reasonable 
rate  of  wages,  and  from  what  I  have  seen,  and  from  what  I 
know  of  them,  I  am  convinced  that  ten  per  cent,  will  be  the 
full  extent  of  revocations  of  tickets  of  licence  in  Ireland,  even 
though  the  most  rigorous  surveillance,  provided  it  be  judiciously 
used,  is  exercised  in  their  regard.  I  have  had,  during  the  year, 
many  struggles,  through  the  importunities  of  the  men,  and 
throuffh  the  offers  of  employment  apparently  satisfectory ;  but, 
believmg  that  in  our  experiment,  more  than  in  any  other,  to 
"hasten  slowly''  is  the  surest  and  safest  principle,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  resist  the  recommendation  to  you  of  any  species  of 
employment  for  any  man  unless  I  felt  fully  convinced  that  it 
was  one  which  might  be  in  reason  expected  to  afford  him  a 
means  of  honest  subsistence,  however  small  that  subsistence 
might  be,  consistent  with  his  maintenance  in  health  and 
strength. 

It  nas  been  my  custom  to  give  the  men  the  latest  and  most 
authentic  information  upon  me  openings  afforded  to  honest 
industry  in  Australia ;  and  the  new  bi-monthly  journal,  "  The 
Emigration  Record,"  is  an  especial  fevourite  with  them.  It 
is  published  by  Groombridge  &  Co.,  and  I  have  subscribed 
to  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  men.  I  cannot  describe,  in  language 
which  will  not  appear  exaggerated,  the  positive  delight  which 
they  expressed  at  finding  that  Western  Australia  might  again 
be  thrown  open  to  them.  Such  books  as  we  possess  giving 
information  upon  the  colonies  were  always  favourite  reading; 
but  from  the  time  at  which  I  was  enabled  to  announce  this 
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good  news  to  them,  the  interest  in  these  books  was  increased  jBmtthfikld 
tenfold.   I  expect  results  of  the  most  satisfactory  nature,  fer  more      p^son!" 
satisfiictory  than  any  I  have  been  here  able  to  record,  from  the        — ;- 
reported  determination  of  the  Government  to  carry  out  trans-  r^!^* 
portation  as  a  reward.    I  feel  infinite  satisfaction  in  being  able  to 
state  to  you,  that  so  far  as  the  most  complete  and  intimate  know- 
ledge of  evervfiict  connected  with  the  history  of  our  men  who  have 
relapsed  enables  me  to  judge,  not  one  would  have  fallen  had  he 
been  enabled  to  obtain  support  here,  or  had  he  had  placed  before 
him  the  prosoect  of  emigration  to  Australia  within  some  fixed 
period,  proviaed  his  conouct  proved  satisfiictory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  P.  Organ, 

Lecturer  at  Smithfield. 

* 

I  append  to  my  report  two  lectures  delivered  in  Smithfield,  as 
specimens  of  the  kind  of  lectures  which  I  have  found  most 
suited  to  the  particular  class  of  persons  forming  my  audience. 

I  think  it  necessary,  in  justice  to  myself,  to  observe,  that 
these  lectures  should  not  be  judged  by  severe  rules  of  criticism. 
I  have  made  no  attelnpt  at  composition,  my  sole  object  from 
first  to  last  being  to  explain  common  things  in  clear  and  simple 
language.  I  have  not  attempted  to  speak  down  to  the  level  of 
the  intellects  of  my  audience,  but  to  draw  them  on,  day  by  day, 
until  they  came  up  to  the  level  of  ordinary  capacity.  My  chief 
aim  has  been  to  arrive  at  the  mind,  by  exciting  the  curiosity ; 
to  arrive  at  the  heart,  by  showing  the  men  that  we  all  feel  a 
desire  in  common  to  receive  those  who  have  erred  from  the 
path  of  rectitude ;  and,  having  thus  identified  myself  with  my 
audience,  I  have  been  enabled  to  individualize  them ;  and  thus, 
as  far  as  the  shortness  of  their  stay  in  Smithfield  permitted,  I 
have  been  successful  in  measuring  the  reliance  which  could  be 
placed  upon  the  appearances  of  reformation  evinced  by  its  in- 
mates. I  have  also  appended  some  specimens  of  the  manner  in 
which  some  of  the  prisoners  have  been  reported  by  their  em- 
ployers. 

Lecture. 
Temperance  and  Self-Control. 

The  subjects  on  which  I  shall  address  you  this  evening  are  of 
the  greatest  importance,  not  only  to  you,  but  to  mankmd  ge- 
nerally.   The  subjects  ai^e  Self-control  and  Temperance. 

To  the  absence  of  self-control  is  to  be  attributed  many  of  the 
miseries  and  misfortunes  of  man.  Where  it  does  not  flourish, 
temperance  never  thrives,  but  the  passions  and  desires  assume 
an  unbridled  sway. 

We  must  remember  that  there  are  many  misfortunes  in  this 
life  that  are  heedlessly  brought  on  ourselves  by  indulging  in 
certain  vices,  which  are  repulsive  to  the  feelings  of  the  Christian^ 
as  they  are  ofiensive  to  his  God. 
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'^^tnY\^hT>       Man,  unfortunately,  is  more  prone  to  evil  than  to  good,  and 
Pr?so^""  hence  it  is  that  the  government  of  his  evil  propensities  should 
— -        engage  his  greatest  attention,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 
Beporty        Bad  example  in  youth  has,  no  doubt,  a  great  influence  on  the 
future  man ;  and,  perhaps,  many  of  you  listening  to  me  this 
evening  can  trace  your  present  condition  to  the  examples  set  you 
in  youth  by  drunken  and  profligate  parents ;  it  is  equally  true 
that  many  of  you  have  inflicted  wounds  upon  the  hearts  of  good 
and  loving  parents,  who  are  now,  perhaps,  earnestly  praying  for 
the  return  of  the  "  lost  one,*'  like  the  prodigal  son  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, or  gone  down  with  their  grey  hairs  in  sorrow  to  the  grave; 
and,  again,  there  are  some  amongst  you  who  have  torn  asunder 
the  linJks  which  bound  you  to  your  wives  and  ofispring ;  and, 
in  those  humble  but,  perhaps,  Iiappy  homes,  left  the  trail  of 
crime,  sorrow,  and  desolation. 

And,  what  may  many  of  you  thank  for  this?  Is  it  not  the 
absence  of  self-control,  and  the  domination  of  the  foul  fiend  in- 
temperance ?  Being  unable  to  govern  or  hold  in  check  the  evil 
propensities  of  your  nature,  you  allowed  yourselves  to  be  led 
into  the  commission  of  crime,  for  which  the  laws  of  God  and 
man  call  aloud  for  atonement.  • 

To  avoid,  in  future,  the  mishaps  of  the  past,  you  must  first  be 
temperate,  and  ever  hold  in  detestation  the  life  and  career  of  the 
drunkard.  That  you  may  the  better  do  so,  I  shall  here  offer  a 
few  remarks  on  the  drunkard's  career — remarks  you  yourselves 
know  to  be  borne  out  by  facts  that  have  even  come  under  your 
own  notice. 

The  drunkard  contracts  the  liabit  of  indulging  in  spirituous 
liquors,  a  habit  that  grows  with  him  day  by  day,  till  at  last  it 
plunges  himself  and  his  family  into  misery  and  ruin.  He  does 
not  contract  this  habit  all  at  once.  No,  it  slowly  creeps  on ;  and 
at  any  stage,  if  the  victim  possessed  a  spark  of  self-control,  he 
might  have  checked  his  downward  career  to  the  vile  slough  of 
confirmed  intemperance,  and  its  pestilential  train  of  demons — 
discord,  sin,  an  untimely  end,  and  an  unwept  death-bed.  When 
we  see  a  man  deprived  of  reason,  of  modesty,  or  shame,  by  drink, 
we  are  too  apt  to  pass  by  and  look  upon  it  merely  as  an  every- 
day occurrence.  The  blasphemy  vomited  forth  by  him  in  this 
hideous  state,  his  impure  and  unchaste  expressions,  may  pass  un- 
punished bv  the  laws  of  the  land ;  but  there  are  other  laws,  laws 
which  the  drunkard  cannot  violate  with  the  same  impunity — the 
laws  of  God.  The  truth  of  what  I  say  may  be  gathered  from  the 
words  of  Holy  Writ  itself,  which  says  tliat  the  drunkard  shall 
never  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  even  in  this 
world  the  drunkard  is  punished,  and  what  is  worse,  he  brings 
on  punishment  and  misery  on  others. 

Who  can  describe  the  drunkards  career?  who  can  tell  of 
the  miseries  and  privations  of  his  family  ?  who  can  describe  the 
wretchedness  of  his  home?  who  can  relate  the  history  of  his 
children  ?  and  who,  let  me  ask,  can  reflect  on  his  sad  end  with- 
out horror  and  dismay? — ^hurried,  perhaps,  into  eternity  without 
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time  being  allowed  him  to  say,  "  May  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon   Smithfisld 

my  soul."  ...  11..  ^Prison. 

1  have  said  that,  even  in  this  life,  the  drunkard  is  punished.  — - 
HoAV  often  does  it  happen  that  he  sees  his  wife  die  of  a  broken  ^^JSJ^*^'* 
heart,  his  sons  the  inmates  of  our  penitentiaries,  or  the  living 
freight  of  our  convict  ships — while  his  daugliters  live  on  the 
cursed  pay  of  prostitution,  and,  like  the  parent,  meet  an  un- 
timely and  reprobate  death.  Nay,  in  moments  of  remorse,  the 
guardian  angel  long  since  fled,  scared  away  by  untold  crimes, 
those  poor,  abandoned  daughters  of  infamy  and  bad  example, 
seek  death  by  thek  own  hand. 

•'  One  more  unfortunate, 
Weaijr  of  breath, 
Eashly  importunate 

Gone  to  her  death. 

•        •        • 

Who  was  her  father? 
Who  was  her  mother? 
Had  she  a  sister  ? 
Had  she  a  brother? 
Or  was  there  a  dearer  one 
Still,  and  a  nearer  one 
Yet,  than  all  other? 

Alas  I  for  the  rarity 
Of  Christian  charity 

Under  the  sun ! 
Oh  !  it  was  pitiful 
Near  a  whole  city  full. 

Home  she  had  none.'* 

There  are  some  amongst  you  who  already  are,  and  almost  all 
of  you  will,  one  day,  be  lathers.  Now,  let  me  ask  you,  after  all 
you  wept,  sinned,  and  suffered,  would  you  wish  that  those 
children,  sent  you  by  God,  would  be  placed^in  the  position  you 
now  occupy,  even  favoured  (in  comparison  to  others)  as  it  at 
present  is  ?  Let  me  ask  you  would  you  wish  your  daughters  to 
cam  their  bread  by  infamy?  No,  you  would  7iot.  I  will 
answer  for  you.  Well,  men,  remember  the  example  that  is 
required  of  you,  in  order  to  guard  against  those  horrors  I 
describe.  Control  your  selfish  propensities,  govern  your  evil 
nature,  and  resolve  to  begin  as  new  and  good  men. 

Once  you  pass  the  dangerous  gate  of  intemperance,  you  lose 
all  control  of^yourselves — like  a  stone,  once  put  in  motion  from 
the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  increases  in  velocity  at  every  bound 
as  it  descends,  until  it  is  helplessly  plunged  into  the  abyss  below ; 
thus  this  scathing  blight,  this  curse  of  our  beautiful  land,  intem- 
perance, has  lost  many,  very  many  souls  to  heaven,  and  more 
subjects  to  our  sovereign  than  an  invading  army  could  effect. 

In  speaking  to  men  of  your  fallen  class  (and  let  me  here 
impress  on  you,  that  when,  in  addressing  you,  I  make  use  of 
the  word  fallen^  I  only  use  it  as  a  gentle  remmder  of  your  state, 
and  the  expression  is  accompanied  by  a  well-founded  hope 
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Smitbfield   springing  up  in  my  breast,  that  you  are  repentantly  working 
Vmw^^  your  way  on  the  high  road  to  the  social  position  your  Almighty 
— 7        Maker  intended  you  should  fill),  it  is  necessary,  Isay,  that  when 
^^^^  *        I  speak  to  men  of  your  fallen  class  of  self-control  and  self-govern- 
ment, I  should  advert,  at  the  same  time,  to  intemperance. 

The  temptations  are  so  numerous,  and,  when  you  can  purchase 
a  momentary  forgetfulness  of  your  woes  for  a  rew  penny-worths 
of  whiskey,  you  fly  to  it — unmindful  of  the  miseries  and  the 
horrors  which  follow.  This  is  the  time  the  archtempter  is 
waiting  for — Satan,  himself,  marks  his  opportunity — rushes  in  at 
this  fatal  moment,  and  seizes  his  prey. 

At  the  awaking  hour  after  a  drunken  debauch,  many,  many 
made  the  first  false  step  that  eventually  led  to  cells,  chains, 
lashes,  and  the  felon's  death.  Sweet  are  the  blessings  of 
temperance  !  Untroubled  is  the  sleep,  and  bright  and  hopeful 
is  the  morning  of  the  temperate  man. 

Now,  men,  take  my  word  for  it,  there  is  no  certain  safety 
for  you  after  you  enter  the  world  without  the  Temperance 
pledge.  Poor,  weak  mortality! — one  glass  is  two^  two  calls 
for  three^  and  so  on:  so,  I  repeat  again,  there  is  no  certain 
safety  for  you  but  the  Teetotal  pledge.  I  know  it,  I  feel  it 
thoroughly ;  my  own  thoughts,  feelings,  and  wishes  are  wound 
up  in  your  fate. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  who  pass  under  my  notice  in  this 
little  hall  is,  at  this  period,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
sacred  cause  of  philanthropy  and  mercy.  The  world  distrusts 
you — after  you  enter  the  world  you  will  be  on  a  greater  trial 
than  when  you  stood  before  the  judge  in  open  court  Many 
eyes  will  be  on  you,  and  the  slightest  slip  will  not  go  unremarked 
— nay,  will  be  exaggerated.  So,  bear  in  mind  what  great  mis- 
chief you  will  do  to  the  unfortunates  of,  perhaps,  anoSier  gene- 
ration, if  you  misconduct  yourselves  agam. 

At  this  moment  your  case,  your  present  state  and  future  fete, 
engages  the  attention  of  both  the  Parliament  and  press  of  those 
kingdoms.  On  you,  then,  on  you,  the  very  men  now  listening 
to  me,  much,  very  much  depends.  Oh,  how  necessary  it  is  for 
you  to  be  always  on  your  guard  after  you  leave  this. 

Remember  those  you  leave  behind,  and  let  not  your  miscon- 
duct hereafter  rivet  their  chains.  Say  to  yourselves,  my  conduct 
will  speak  for  myself,  reflect  credit  on  me,  and  help  to  unbar 
the  prison  doors  of  my  poor  companions  left  behind.  The  Tee- 
total pledge  will  be  the  passport  of  my  safety.  I  will  shun  the 
dram  shop  as  a  plague — the  proceeds  of  my  honest  earnings 
shall  never  enter  the  till  of  the  thankless  publican.  Say,  when 
temptation  comes,  I  will  have  recourse  to  prayer,  and  humbly 
and  earnestly  implore  of  God  to  strengthen  me  to  resist  the  evil 
one,  and  allow  the  temptation  to  pass  away. 

Men,  it  is  to  you  that  religion  opens  widest  her  ever  glorious 
gates — it  is  in  misfortune  that  its  holy  balm  steals  more  quietly 
and  sweetly  into  the  wounded  heart,  and  raises  the  poor  spirit 
to  hopefully  contemplate  a  calm  and  sonny  future. 
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•'  And  sorrow  tonched  hj  thee,  grows  bright  Smithfield 

With  more  than  mortal  ray,  OovKumiwi 

As  darkness  shows  us  worlds  of  light  aisoN. 

We  never  saw  by  day."  Lecturer's 

Report. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  trace  the  miseries  and  misfortunes  of 
the  drunkard  to  tha  absence  of  self-control ;  but  the  want  of  this 
quality  is  equally  to  be  deplored  in  another  point  of  view :  I 
mean  the  losing  temper,  givmg  way  to  anger,  to  hasty, passionate 
expressions,  wounding  the  feeiinffs  of  all  around — nay,  worse, 
striking  and  beating  wives  and  children,  while  the  ungovernable 
fit  lasts. 

The  passionate  man,  when  the  fit  is  on  him,  sets  all  laws, 
human  and  divine,  at  defiance ;  how  many  have,  in  this  hour  of 
ungovernable  fury,  dealt  a  death-blow  to  a  near  relative,  or 
bosom  friend.  Days,  years  of  sorrow  and  remorse,  have  fire- 
quently  followed  a  hasty  blow,  given  to  those  bound  to  us  by 
ties  of  affection  and  love. 

The  world  is  crowded  with  what  we  term  passionate  and  ill- 
tempered  men.  They  are  often  called  by  the  mild  term  of  men 
of  hasty  temper.  Some  people  say,  "  he  has  a  hasty  temper: 
but  it  is  all  over  in  a  moment;"  **he  is  a  very  good-natured 
fellow,  and  cannot  help  his  temper."  This  is  pretty  reasoning — 
nice  excusing,  after  a  man  indulges  in  all  the  viciousness  of 
temper,  leaving  heartstings  at  every  word — flinging,  perhaps, 
your  sister's  shame  or  brother's  misfortune  in  your  face.  When 
they  condescend  to  cool,  you  must,  I  suppose,  pocket  all  those 
insults,  and  say  "  you  were  very  hasty,  but  you  are  very  good- 
natured."  Yes,  and  in  another  hour,  perhaps,  the  hasty,  pas- 
sionate man  repeats  his  dose  of  insult  and  fury.  Now,  men,  do 
you  understand  me,  where  was  this  man's  self-control  all  this  time? 

Is  not  his  hasty  temper  the  grossest  self-indulgence.  Couple 
this  species  of  temperament  with  intemperance.  Think  what 
dens  of  sorrow  the  passionate  drunkard  creates — what  amount 
of  misery  does  he  not  cause.  When  he  dies,  think  you  wives 
can  regret  him:  why,  in  spite  of  themselves,  in  spite  of  their 
duties,  his  death  must  be  a  relief  to  them.  As  soon  as  children 
come  even  near  maturity,  they  instinctively  fly  from  the  stormy 
homestead.  Oh,  that  we  could  ever  bear  in  mind  that  a  soft 
answer  tumetli  away  anger ;  or,  remember  the  advice  of  St. 
Paul — "Be  angry,  and  sin  not;  let  not  the  sun  go  down  upon 
your  wrath." 

Decay  and  wasting  of  the  intellectual  powers  make  men 
peevish,  passionate,  and  unbearable.  The  long  use  of  strolig 
liquors  enervates  the  frame,  weakens  the  powers  of  the  stomach, 
and  leads  to  countless  ills — amongst  others,  the  habitual  loss  of 
temper.  Thus  you  see,  men,  how  welded  together  are  those 
two  evils,  intemperance  and  the  loss  of  temper.     Long  indul- 

fence  in  both  gives  them  an  entire  mastery  over  us.  Anger, 
ke  too  much  strong  drink,  hides  us  from  ourselves,  but  exposes 
us  to  others.  If  the  man  who  has  for  years  been  a  confirmed 
drunkard  can  form  and  religiously  keep  a  resolution  or  pledge 
to  re&ain  from  the  &tal  poison,  tne  man  who  has  often  been 
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^MiTUPiBLD  intoxicated  with  anger  should  go  and  do  likewise.     He  can  but 
^*PaisoN^'^  try — the  effort  may"  be  crowned  with  success. 

— 7  "Those  amongst  you  affected  with  the  sad  disease  of  l»ad  tem- 

RmrL*  per — those  amongst  you  who  are  easily  excited  to  anger,  and 
in  this  anger  make  use  of  expressions  more  becoming  demons 
than  Christians,  to  you,  I  say,  think  of  Him  who  taught  the 
devotion  of  perfect  love,  He  who,  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
prayed  for  and  forgave  his  enemies.  Do  this,  and  your  reward 
will  be  great  and  certain. 

I  shall  conclude,  for  the  present,  with  the  words  of  the  Divine 
Author  of  our  faith — *'  Love  your  enemies :  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  prav  for  them  that  persecute  and  calamniate 
you." 

Lecture. 
Canada  and  her  Resources. 
Canada  was  first  discovered,  in  the  year  1499,  by  Sebastian 
Cabot,  and  after  being  frequently  visited  by  the  French,  was  colo- 
nized by  them  in  1 608.   This  lively  and  intelligent  nation  saw  in  it 
the  making  of  a  great  and  productive  colony.    They  encouraged 
emigration  to  it,  they  endowx»d  its  church,  and  according  as 
civilization  spread,  divided  it  into  lordshij)s,  or  baronies,  as  we 
call  them.     Some  of  those  lordships  still  exist,  with  their  grand, 
old  French  names.     The  accomplished  and  brave  French  gen- 
tleman, in  after  generations,  intermarrying  with  the  sensible, 
solid,  Saxon  Englisliwoman ;  and  rirr  rersa,  tlie  sturdy,  honest, 
English  yoeman  uniting  himself  with  the  educated  and  graceful 
French  dame,  have  produced  a  race  of  people  at  this  moment 
inhabiting  Canada  that,  for  politeness,  hospitality,  and  good 
nature,  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  is  scarcely  to  be  excelled  by 
any  in  existence.     In  IToD  it  fell  into  the  occui>ation  of  the 
English,  and  has  remained  in  their  possession  up  to  this  moment 
It  would  be  out  of  i)lace  here  to  enter  into  a  history  of  the 
events  that  led  to  the  rupture  with  France,  and  consequent 
war,  in  the  coui-se  of  which  this  interesting  country  was  wrested 
from  the  crown  of  that  country ;  so  I  shall  content  myself  with 
referring  merely  to  its  last  great  battle — that  of  Quebec.     The 
battle  of  Quebec  was  fought,  between  the  French  and  English, 
in  September  1759,  on  the  heights  of  Abraham,  which  overhang 
the  city.     In  this  decisive  and  sanguinary  engagement  both 
generals  were  killed — the  heroic  General  Wolfe,  on  our  side,  and 
the  Marquess  of  Montcalm  on  that  of  the  French.    Our  general, 
Wolfe,  was  much  lamented  by  the  nation  and  the  army,  as  he 
was  a  good  man  as  well  as  a  brave  general.     It  may  be  well  to 
repeat  the  epitaph  inscribed  on  liis  monument  by  direction  of 
the  British  Parliament : — "The  Parliament  erected  this  Monu- 
ment to   the  Memory  of  Major-General  James  Wolfe,  who, 
having  distinguished  himself  eminently  in  Europe  and  North 
America,  by  a  stretch  of  magnanimity,  gained  a  master  victory 
at  Quebec,  September  13th,  1759,  and  fixed  upon  the  spot,  in 
death,  the  fulness  of  his  feme."     This  is,  indeed,  a  glorious 
tribute,  and  richly  he  deserved  it.    In  1791  Canada  was  divided 
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into  two  provinces,  the  Upper  and  Lower ;  and  every  year  since    Smithfiel» 
it  has  advanced  Avith  gigantic  strides  in  the  path  of  prosperity     *Prisoi«!^^^ 
and  contentment.     When  the  English  took  possession  of  the         — 
province  they  respected  the  ancient  laws  and  rights  of  the  r^^!^' 
colonists:   private  privileges  were  secured,  and  the  church  of 
the  people  acknowledged  and  protected.     It  is  right  to  remind 
you,  the  old  Canadians  were  of  French  origin,  and,  consequently, 
professors  of  the  national  faith  of  the  mother  country,  and  had 
an  endowed  church  and  hierarchy  of  their  own,  just  as  we  have 
here  at  home,  which  institutions  were  left  in  full  and  undis- 
turbed integrity  by  their  new  masters. 

At  the  present  day  it  may  be  asserted,  that  amongst  the  nu- 
merous and  flourishing  colonies  of  Great  Britain  there  is  not  to 
he  found  one  more  flourishing,  and  certoinly  more  content,  than 
that  of  Canada.  Its  countless  resources  are  hourly  developing 
themselves;  its  population  increasing  in  wealth,  civilization,  and 
refinement.  No  man  with  health,  and  willing  to  work,  can  be 
without  a  dollar  in  his  pocket ;  and  if  ho  be  sober  and  industrious, 
ere  long  without  dollars  in  the  bank  too;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  farms,  flocks,  herds,  corn,  and  cattle  follow.  Plenty  of 
work,  and  ample  reward  for  that  work,  awaits  the  Canadian 
immigrant:  it  is  there,  indeed,  " reward  sweetens  labour,"  and 
man  can  find  a  true  aim  for  his  activity.  The  tall  tree  invites 
the  axe  of  the  clearer;  the  limpid  stream,  wandering  through 
sweet  and  untrodden  meadows,  woos  the  eye  to  rest  with  plea- 
sure on  it,  and  make  thereon  a  happy  home.  O,  men,  contem- 
plate the  happiness  of  those  who  are  sufKciently  fortunate  to 
secure  a  home  in  this  favoured  land.  Past  troubles  only  enhance 
the  pleasure  of  present  joys.  Brothers  follow  them  in  the  path  of 
industry  they  have  shown  them ;  sisters  seek  shelter  from  the 
storms  of  a  cold  world  with  tliem ;  and  blest,  thrice  blest  is  the 
man  who  can  boast  to  himself  that  he  has  created  a  warm  chim- 
ney-nook for  his  aged  parents  beyond  the  Atlantic  wave.  Acre 
after  acre  is  added  to  the  farm  yearly ;  the  axe  sounds  cheerily 
in  the  light  of  the  morning  ancl  evening  sun ;  the  tall  tree  falls 
with  a  merry  shout  from  the  strong  and  well-fed  woodman. 
Well  may  he  shout:  the  fall  of  tliat  tree  adds  another  rood  to  his 
farm — estate  I  should  say — as  the  price  of  one  of  our  pigs,  our 
small  pigs,  would  pay  the  rent  of  100  acres.  The  knowledge, 
partial  as  it  is,  which  you  receive  here  of  tailoring,  shoemaking, 
&c.,  would  make  you  invaluable  assistants  to  some  of  those 
large  Canadian  farmers,  as  when  the  day's  work  would  be  done, 
you  could,  by  the  bright  wood  fire,  ply  your  trade,  and  thereby 
fill  your  ])ocket.  The  proprietors  invariably  treat  their  ser- 
vants— assistants  they  consider  them — with  kindness ;  they  re- 
member that  they  took  axe  and  spade  in  hand,  some  short  time 
before,  themselves,  and  that  the  path  is  open  to  you  to  do  so 
likewise,  and  attain  the  same  honourable  independence. 

Though  my  object  is  not  so  much  to  make  you  acquainted 
with  the  natural  geography  of  the  country  as  to  point  out  to  you 
the  inducements  it  holds  forth  as  a  field  for  employment,  yet  I 
cannot  alloAv  to  pass  unnoticed  the  great  natural  beauties  and 
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Shitufibld  inexhaustible  resources  of  native  wealth  of  this  favoured  country 

Prison.       of  lakes  and  rivers.     I  must,  therefore,  ask  your  attention  while 

— 7        I  glance  hurriedly  at  these  subjects  as  I  go  along. 

ReporL*  Geographical  Features, — Canada  extends  from  Labrador,  on 

the  east,  to  the  western  extremity  of  Lake  Superior,  on  the 

west,  a  distance  of  nearly  1,600  miles,  with  an  average  breadth 

of  220  miles.     Its  area  is  said  to  be  350,000  square  miles,  or 

three  times  greater  than  that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

By  looking  at  the  map  you  will  see  that  the  large  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence  and  Labrador,  form  its  eastern  boundary;  other 
British  possessions  extending  to  the  great  Pacific  Ocean,  its 
western ;  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  its  north- 
ern ;  and  the  United  States  and  New  Brunswick,  its  southern. 

The  colony  consists  of  two  divisions,  namely.  Upper  and 
Lower  Canada.  The  former  is  sometimes  known  as  Western 
Canada,  and  the  latter  as  Eastern  Canada. 

Upper  or  Western  Canada  contains  about  100,000  square 
miles,  and  Lower  or  Eastern  Canada  about  206,000  square 
miles,  or  more  than  double  the  area  of  the  upper  province.  I 
do  not  now  include  the  vast  space  occupied  by  the  channel  of 
the  great  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  part  of  the  gulf  of  the  same 
name,  which  by  some  is  computed  at  a  quarter  of  a  million 
square  miles. 

The  contents  or  areas  that  I  mention  here  you  are  not  to 
consider  as  precisely  exact,  for  geographers  very  seldom  agree 
on  these  points.  For  instance,  I  find  it  stated  on  a  different 
authority  that  the  area  of  the  whole  of  Canada,  that  is,  the  two 
divisions,  upper  and  lower,  taken  together,  comprises  346,863 
square  miles.  Be  the  area  of  the  colony  what  it  may,  it  is  suf- 
ficient for  us  to  know  that  it  is  nearly  thi'ee  times  greater  than 
that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Canada  is  one  of  the  finest  watered  and  best  wooded  coun- 
tries in  the  world ;  her  timber  forms  one  of  the  most  important 
items  in  her  exports,  several  ships  being  annually  laden  with  it  to 
these  kingdoms. 

I  have  just  stated  that  Canada  is  finely  watered.  Her  rivers 
and  her  lakes  are  amongst  the  grandest  in  the  world. 

The  St.  Lawrence  stands  at  the  head  of  the  rivers  in  Canada. 
It  takes  its  rise  west  of  Lake  Superior,  under  the  name  of  the 
St.  Louis,  and  is  known  by  various  names  as  it  flows  along.  Thus, 
between  Lakes  Superior  and  Huron  it  receives  the  name  of  the 
Narrows,  or  Falls  of  St.  Marie ;  between  Lakes  Huron  and 
St.  Clair,  the  St.  Clair ;  between  Erie  and  St.  Clair,  the 
Detroit;  and  between  Ontario  and  Erie,  the  Niagara.  It  is 
not  known  as  the  St.  Lawrence  till  it  reaches  Montreal,  fi-om 
whence  it  runs  direct  into  the  ocean,  into  which  it  is  said  to 
discharge  every  year  4,300,000  tons  of  fresh  water.  The 
estuary,  or  mouth  of  this  river,  is  100  miles  wide ;  its  basin  is 
said  to  embrace  nearly  298,000  square  miles,  of  which  94,000  are 
covered  with  water.  The  length  of  this  noble  river  from  its 
source  to  its  mouth  is  about  3,000  miles,  varying  in  breadth 


from  one  to  ninety  miles. 
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The  scenery  along  the  river  St.    Lawrence  is   beautifully    Smithpibld 
grand,  and  is  thus  described  by  one  long  familiar  with  its  charac-      i'eison. 
teristic  features: —  — - 

*'The  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  whole  country,  unfold  ^'"^7^ ' 
scenery,  the  magnificence  of  which,  in  combination  with  the  most 
delightful  physical  beauty,  is  unequalled  in  America  and  perhaps 
in  the  world.  From  both  land  and  water  there  are  freauently 
prospects  which  open  a  view  of  from  fifty  to  100  miles  of  river, 
from  ten  to  twenty  miles  in  breadth.  The  imposing  features  of 
these  vast  landscapes  consist  of  lofty  mountains,  wide  valleys, 
bold  headlands,  luxuriant  forests,  cultivated  fields,  pretty  villages 
and  settlements,  some  of  them  stretching  up  along  the  moun- 
tains ;  fertile  islands,  with  neat  wliite  cottages  and  rich  pastures, 
and  well-tended  flocks ;  rocky  islets  and  tributary  rivers,  some 
rolling  over  precipices,  and  one  of  them,  the  *'  Saguenay,"  like 
an  inland  mountain  lake,  bursting  through  a  perpendicular 
chasm  in  the  granite  chain ;  while  on  the  bosom  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, majestic  ships,  large  brigs  and  schooners,  with  innumerable  * 
pilot  boats  and  river  craft,  charm  the  mind  of  the  immigrant  or 
traveller." 

The  scenery  on  approaching  Quebec  is  truly  magnificent.  "  On 
the  left.  Point  Levi,  with  its  romantic  church  and  cottages ;  on 
the  right,  the  western  shore  of  the  He  d'Orleans,  said  to  resemble 
so  much  the  Devonshire  coast;  beyond,  the  lofty  mainland  opens 
to  view,  and  the  spectator's  attention  is  riveted  by  the  magnifi- 
cent Falls  of  Montmorency,  a  river  as  large  as  the  Thames  at 
Richmond,  and  which  precipitates  its  volume  of  waters  over  a 
perpendicular  precipice  220  feet  in  height.  The  eye  then  runs 
along  a  richly  cultivated  country  for  niiies,  terminating  in  a  ridge 
of  mountains,  with  the  city  and  battlements  of  Quebec  rising 
amphitheatrically,  creating,  as  it  were,  the  ridge  of  Cape  Dia- 
mond, and  majestically  towering  over  the  surrounding  country 
as  if  destined  to  be  the  capital  of  an  empire — the  whole  panorama 
being  one  of  the  most  striking  views  in  the  old  or  new  world." 

Justly  may  the  Canadian  people  be  proud  of  their  noble  river, 
and  look  upon  it  as  the  grand  highway  of  their  commerce. 
Though  parts  of  tliis  river  are  occasionally  interrupted  by  rapids, 
some  of  which  are  so  great  as  to  prevent  vessels  ascendimx  them, 
yet  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  the  Canadians  have  overcome 
the  danger  and  difficulty  here  presented  by  means  of  a  chain  of 
grand  canals,  which  renders  the  St.  Lawrence  navigable  for  ves- 
sels of  great  burden  for  nearly  its  whole  course. 

The  canals  constituting  this  magnificent  chain  are  the  Welland, 
St.  Lawrence,  and  Lachone  canals,  which  are  only  rivalled  by 
that  which  travellers  regard  as  the  greatest  monument  of  Chinese 
industry.* 

*  Canals. — Mr.  Hogan,  in  his  admirable  essay,  referring  to  these  canals,  re- 
marks that — "  As  early  as  1841,  when  the  population  of  Upper  Canada  was  but 
465,357,  and  of  United  Canada  only  1,114,857,  and  when  their  entire  annual 
revenue  did  not  exceed  jCd47,000,  their  legislature  had  the  courage  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  half  a  milion  pounds  for  these  works.  As  a  consequence,  locks 
among  the  finest  and  largest  in  the  world  have  been  constructed,  and  divide 
admiration  with  the  splendid  riyer  they  render  more  arailablo  for  the  use  of  all 
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Smithpikld       The  principal  rivers  that  flow  into  the  St.  Lawrence  are  the 
^Prwon?^  Ottowa,  St.  Maurice,  and  Saguenay,  on  each  of  which  I  shall 

make  a  few  remarks  in  their  turn. 

Admirer's  j>^^  Ottowa  rivcr  is  next  in  size  and  importance  to  the  St, 

Lawrence.  Its  length  is  about  780  miles,  and  in  its  course 
receives  as  tributaries  many  rivers  which  are  equal  in  size  to  the 
largest  in  England.  The  country  drained  by  this  river  abounds 
in  natural  wealth,  perhaps  more  so  than  any  otlier  part  of  the 
mighty  continent  of  America. 

The  basin  of  the  Ottowa  extends  over  an  area  of  80,000  square 
miles,  which  is  said  to  be  capable  of  supporting  8,000,000  of  people. 

The  scenery  along  the  Ottowa  is  so  magnificent  that  no  words 
can  adequately  describe  it. 

The  country  is  represented  as  offering  the  greatest  induce- 
ments to  all  classes  of  industrious  and  enterprising  immigrants — 
a  truth  of  which  fresh  proofs  are  every  day  afforded.  Lord  Elgin, 
alluding  to  the  vast  advantages  of  this  portion  of  the  colony,  in 
his  despatch  to  the  Government,  about  four  years  ago,  says 
"  that  the  farmer  who  undertakes  to  cultivate  unreclaimed  land 
in  new  countries,  often  finds  that  not  only  does  every  step  of 
advance  which  he  makes  in  the  wilderness,  by  removing  him 
from  the  centres  of  trade  and  civilization,  enhance  the  cost  of  all 
he  has  to  purchase,  but  that,  moreover,  it  diminishes  the  value 
of  what  he  has  to  sell.  It  is  not  so-,  however,  with  the  farmer 
who  follows  in  the  wake  of  the  lumberman :  he  finds,  on  the  con- 
trarv,  in  the  wants  of  the  latter,  a  real  demand  for  all  that  he 
procluces,  at  a  price  not  only  ecjual  to  that  procurable  in  the 
ordinary  marts,  but  increased  by  the  cost  of  transport  from  them 
to  the  scene  of  the  lumbering  opemtions." 

In  closing  my  remarks  on  the  Ottowa  river,  I  should  perhaps 
tell  you  that  the  natural  wealth  of  the  country  through  which 
it  flows  comprises  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  iron,  ^'ast  quantities 
of  timber  (in  fact,  the  forests  here  are,  perhaps,  the  finest  in  the 
world),  copjKjr,  lead,  plumbago,  marble,  &c. 

America.  The  passenger,  us  he  returns  b^  tlie  canals,  finds  it  indeed  diflBcult 
to  tell  >*hich  to  admire  more,  the  works  which  liave  been  the  oflTspring  of  enter- 
prise and  intellect,  or  the  St.  Lawrence  river.  The  chambers  of  these  locks  are 
two  hundred  feet  long  by  a  width  of  forty-five  feet,  and  they  are  so  superbly 
constructed  that  they  will  stand  for  ages  U'<  monuments  to  the  spirited  little 
Legislature  which  conceived  and  secured  their  completion.  The  remaining  link 
of  canal — for  I  may  as  well  speak  of  it  in  this  connexion— between  the  Gulf  of 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  is  the  Welland  which  unites  Lakes 
Erie  and  Ontario,  and  avoids  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  Its  locks  are  little  less  capa- 
cious than  tliose  on  the  St.  I^wrence  canals,  but  are  equally  well  built.  They 
have  chambers  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  by  twenty-six  and  a-half  feet  wide, 
and  the  available  depth  of  water  in  both  is  between  nine  and  ten  feet. 

**  The  contemplation  of  these  canals  as  works  of  enterpribe  and  skill,  naturally 
leads  to  their  contemplation  as  works  of  utility  and  enlarged  public  value,  ff 
the  people  who  now  occupy  the  vast  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  plains 
and  slopes  which  arc  less  conveniently  situated  to  other  great  cliannels  of  coui- 
raunication  to  the  ocean  than  to  it,  were  to  use  it  solely,  would  they  be  acting 
wisely  and  well?  Or  if  the  tens  of  thousands  from  Europe  who  annually  seek 
this  valley  and  these  plains  and  slopes,  with  the  view  of  occupying  them,  were 
to  follow  up  this  chain  of  navigation,  would  they  be  domg  the  best  they  could 
for  themselves?  These  inquiries  are  of  singular  interest,  and  I  shall  devote  all 
the  space  to  them  that  the  limits  of  this  essay,  and  the  other  important  matter* 
treated  of,  permit." 
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This  district  fiimishes  annually  to  the  European  markets  alone  Smithfield 
25,000,000  cubic  feet  of  timber,  850,000  deals  and  planks,  with  ^pSSSf^ 
a  vast  variety  of  other  timber.  — -.  * 

I  now  close  my  remarks  on  the  Ottowa  river  with  the  following  ^JJJT  * 
extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Government  Agent  to  the  Crown 
Lands  Department  relative  to  the  wealth  of  the  district : — 

"  On  principles  of  calculation  admitted  by  persons  of  expe-' 
*•  rience  to  be  correct,  after  making  deduction  for  barren  ground 
**  and  destruction  by  fire,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  stillstand- 
**  ing  on  the  Ottowa  and  its  tributaries,  about  45,811,200  tons  of 
**  of  timber,  of  the  kind  and  average  dimension  now  taken  to 
"  market,  and  about  183,244,800  tons  of  a  smaller  size,  though 
**  still  valuable." 

The  river  St.  Maurice  'drains  a  large  and  valuable  tract  of 
country  also,  which  within  a  few  years  has  had  its  sources  of 
wealth  developed  by  men  of  perseverance  and  enterprise.  Several 
companies  have  been  formed  and  are  engaged  in  the  timber  trade, 
and  Government  has  ex})ended  large  sums  of  money  in  the  con- 
struction of  rafts  for  conveying  tiniber  down  the  river. 

Along  the  banks  of  this  river  are  extensive  fields  of  iron  ore, 
and  many  extensive  iron  works. 

The  Saguenay,  200  miles  distant  from  the  St.  Maurice,  is  a 
beautiful  river,  and  of  great  depth.  The  scenery  of  its  banks  is 
perhaps  not  exceeded  in  beauty  and  sublimity  in  any.  part  of 
America.  Many  of  the  rocks  on  its  shores  attain  the  height  of 
3,000  feet. 

Many  large  manufactures  are  to  be  found  on  this  river,  and 
numerous  ships  laden  with  timber,  destined  for  Great  Britain. 

I  have  given  you  a  brief  account  of  the  principal  rivers  in 
Canada ;  very  bnef  indeed,  but  the  time  just  now  does  not  permit 
me  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  this  point  of  our  lectiire.  Of  course 
you  can  understand  that  in  such  a  country  as  Canada  very  many 
rivers  exist,  which  I  have  not  noticed  now,  but  in  a  future  lecture 
they  shall  engage  our  attention. 

The  Lakes  of  Canada  come  next  under  our  notice.  They  are 
very  many,  but  I  shall  only  tell  you  about  a  few  of  the  principal 
ones,  and  these  are  lakes  Superior,  Huron,  Erie,  and  Ontario. 

These  lakes  form  a  grand  chain  and  are  all  situated  on  the 
river  St.  Lawrence. 

Lake  Superior,  as  its  name  denotes,  is  superior  to  all  other 
fresh- water  lakes  in  the  world.  Indeed  it  may  justly  be  termed 
an  inland  sea. 

This  queen  of  lakes  covers  an  area  of  32,000  square  miles. 
Its  length  is  430  miles,  breadth  160  miles,  depth  1,200  feet,  and 
circumference  1,750  miles;  it  is  said  to  receive  the  waters  of 
nearly  200  rivers.  It  contains  a  great  number  of  islands,  and  its 
shores  are  rocky,  but  for  the  most  part  covered  with  timber. 

Its  waters  are  discharged  into  Lake  Huron  by  a  part  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  known  as  the  River  St.  Mary. 

Lake  Huron  is  another  vast  sheet  of  water,  250  miles  long,  220 
miles  broad,  and  about  900  feet  deep.  A  line  drawn  round  the 
lake  would  measure  1,100  miles.    This  lake  receives  the  waters 
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81UTHFIELD   of  many  rivers,  and  contains  good  harbours  on  its  north  coast. 
^^SSm^^  The  River  St.  Clair  connects  the  lake  with  Lake  Erie,  which 
—       may  be  termed  the  third  great  lake  in  Canada. 
Biport^'  This  lake  runs  from  east  to  west,  and  is  280  miles  long,  sixty- 

three  broad,  and  covers  an  area  of  11,000  square  miles. 

This  lake  is  bordered  by  a  most  fertile  tract  of  country,  which 
renders  it  of  much  commercial  importance.  That  part  of  the  St 
Lawrence  known  as  the  River  Niagara,  connects  this  lake  with 
Lake  Ontario.  On  this  river  are  situated  the  Falls  of  Niagara, 
which  I  shall  speiik  of  by-and-by. 

Ontario  is  180  miles  long,  eighty  broad,  and  having  a  circum- 
ference of  7,000  miles.  The  scenery  of  this  lake  is  truly  beau- 
tiful, and  many  harbours,  deep  and  ^capacious,  are  to  be  found 
round  its  coasts.  Like  the  other  lakes,  it  receives  the  waters  of 
many  rivers,  amongst  which  is  that  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  which 
flows  from  it  in  one  imintcrrupted  course  of  700  miles  to  the 
great  Atlantic  Ocean. 

All  the  lakes  that  I  have  mentioned  are  raised  one  above  the 
other,  and  many  rapids  and  waterfiJls  are  thus  caused  on  those 
parts  of  the  St.  Lawrence  which  connect  them.  The  following 
will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  position  of  these  lakes. 

Lake  superior  is  raised  672  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea; 
Lake  Huron  is  thirty  feet  lower  than  Lake  Superior;  Lake  Erie 
is  thirty-two  feet  lower  than  the  Huron ;  and  Lake  Ontario  is 
331  feet  lower  than  Lake  Erie.  These  two  last-mentioned  lakes 
I  have  already  told  you  are  united  by  the  River  Niagara,  which 
is  thirty-three  miles  long,  and  slants  or  descends  sixty-six  feet  in 
this  short  distance. 

The  Falls  of  Niagara,  which  I  mentioned  a  while  ago,  are 
situated  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario. 

This  cataract  presents  the  most  magnificent  scene  perhaps  in 
the  world ;  the  perpendicular  height  of  the  fall  being  about  150 
feet,  with  a  breadth  of  3,500  feet,  or  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile.  From  the  weight  of  this  vast  body  of  water  and  the  Quick- 
ness of  its  descent,  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  is  always 
trembling,  whilst  its  roar  is  heard  on  every  side  for  a  distance  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles. 

I  have  now  given  you  some  information  about  some  of  the 
chief  of  the  grand  lakes  of  Canada  or  rather  of  America.  A 
description  of  all  would  be  impossible  to  embrace  in  the  limits 
of  a  lecture ;  but  I  would  wish  you  to  remember  this  remarkable 
fact,  that  the  American  lakes  contain  more  than  half  the  quantity 
of  fresh  water  in  the  world. 

You  must  be  satisfied  with  this  brief  sketch  of  the  lakes  and 
rivers  of  Canada  at  present,  and  give  me  your  attention  while  I 
speak  of  other  things  which,  if  not  so  interesting,  are  equally 
important  to  know.  I  shall  begin  with  its  natural  pro- 
ductions. 

Natural  ProductiouH. — Timber. — The  value  of  timber  ex- 
ported from  Canada  in  1853,  amounted  to  £2,355,255  ;  and  the 
ships  built  in  Quebec  duiing  that  year  may  be  estimated  at 
£620,187.     Of  tiie  timber  exports  the  value  of  the  quantity, 
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according  to  Mr.  Hogan,  sent  to  Great  Britain  amounted  to  Siiithpieu> 
£1,682,125 ;  to  the  Bntish  Colonies,  £11,000 ;  and  to  the  United  p^wn^ 
States  of  America  £654,544.  — 7- 

The  consumption  of  timber  for  home  purposes  during  the  same  Report^ 
year  might  be  computed  at  least  to  £2,000,000.    We  may,  there- 
fore set  down  the  proceeds  of  the  forests  for  1853  at  £4,532,000. 

Canada  possesses  all  kinds  of  ornamental  timber ;  and  one 
kind  called  the  black  walnut  is  superior  in  durability  and  grain 
to  the  mahogany  and  rosewood  used  in  Europe. 

Pot  and  Pearl  Ashes. — The  value  of  these  articles  exported  in 
the  same  year  amounted  to  £157,000. 

Furs  and  Skins. — The  value  of  furs  and  skins  exported  in  the 
same  year  is  estimated  at  £32,000. 

Fisheries. — ^The  fisheries  of  Canada  contribute  very  largely 
to  her  wealth. 

The  produce  of  this  trade  in  1853  was  about  110,000  barrels; 
and  the  value  of  the  fish  exported  £85,000,  viz. : — ^to  the  United 
States,  £18,355  ;  to  British  North  American  Colonies,  £15,072; 
to  Great  Britain,  £8,801;  to  foreign  colonies,  £42,770. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  paper  prepared  bv  Mr. 
Bouchette,  and  published  by  the  House  of  Assembly  in 
1852:— 

"  Rushing  periodically  in  certain  seasons  from  the  Atlantic, 
"  whether  by  the  passage  of  Canso  or  by  the  entrance  to  the 
"  gulf,  between  Cape  Ray  and  Cape  Lawrence,  the  cod,  herring, 
**  haddock,  mackerel,  and  the  vanous  gregarious  finny  tribes,  in 
'*  immense  shoals,  spread  along  the  vast  extent  of  coast  that  is 
'*  presented  by  the  gulf  shores  of  Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  New 
*'  Brunswick,  Gtispe,  the  north  coast  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and 
"  Labrador,  to  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle  ;  then  along  the  western 
"  coast  of  Newfoundland  to  Cape  Ray,  presenting  upwards  of 
"  2,000  miles  of  in-shore  fisheries,  besides  the  numerous  rivers 
"  and  streams  which  are  ascended  for  miles  by  salmon,  as  well 
"as  a  quantity  of  fresh- water  fish,  which  forms  a  very  produc- 
**  tive  branch  of  the  fisheries  of  these  provinces." 

Mineral  Wealth. — Canada  abounds  in  mineral  wealth  ;  gold, 
silver,  iron,  copper,  have  been  found  in  various  places  throughout 
the  colony ;  and  the  development  of  these  sources  of  wealth 
only  await  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  men  of  capital  to  give 
employment  to  thousands,  and  thus  show  to  the  world  that  nature 
has  been  bountiful  in  her  gifts  of  these  metals,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  treasures  of  which  I  nave  already  spoken. 

Agricultural  Produce. — As  an  agricultural  country,  Canada 
offers  inducements  of  the  most  fevourable  kind  to  the  farmer 
and  agricultural  labourer.  Li  1852  the  exports  of  agricultural 
produce  amounted  to  £1,274,214  3.v.  10c?.,  while  in  thesucceed- 
mg  year  it  increased  to  nearly  £2,000,000. 

Canada  is  a  very  extensive  wheat-growing  country.  In  1851 
the  produce  was  considerably  above  15,000,000  bushels,  of  which 
upwards  of  4,250,000  bushels  were  exported. 

Soil, — The  soil  of  Canada  is,  generally  speaking,  extremely 
fertile,  being  improved  and  enriched  in  many  places  by  th« 
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Smithpield   ashes  of  fires  which  sometimes  occur  in  the  forest,  and  thus 
*^P]^N?"  acting  as  manure  for  the  land  for  many  years. 
— 7-  Mr.  Morris,  in  his  Prize  Essay  on  Canada,  tells  us  that — "  The 

^[^!^y  *'  soil  of  Canada  is  adapted  and  the  climate  £ivourable  for  the 
**  growth  of  wheat,  peas,  rye,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat,  hay,  hemp, 
*»and  flax,  grass  seed,  Indian  corn,  and  potatoes;  and  of  all 
"  these  large  quantities  are  raised.  Upper  Canada  is  best 
"  adapted  for  wheat,  and  produces  it  most  largely ;  but  Lower 
"  Canada  grows  no  inconsiderable  quantity,  and  produces  also 
"  large  quantities  of  peas,  oats,  and  the  coarser  grams  generally. 
**  Its  soil  is  also  well  adapted  for  the  growth  of  root  crops, 
*'  which  should  be  more  extensively  grown,  in  view  of  the 
**  importance  of  fodder,  whicli  is  rendered  more  valuable  in  con- 
*'  sequence  of  the  length  of  the  winter.  Flax  and  hemp  might 
**  also  be  grown  with  great  advantage  to  the  country.  Lower 
"  Canada  is  especially  suited  for  their  growth ;  and  these  articles 
"  might  prove  a  great  source  of  industrial  wealth,  and  give  em- 
"  ployment  to  a  thrifty  population.  Hemp  and  flax  grow  with 
"  the  greatest  lu.xuriance.'' 

Climate. — The  climate  of  Canada  is  healthy  and  salubrious, 
perhaps  more  so  than  that  of  any  of  the  United  States.  Much, 
no  doubt,  has  been  said  of  the  severity  of  its  winters ;  but  iacts 
and  figures  go  clearly  to  prove  that  the  climate  of  Canada  is 
every  day  becoming  more  and  more  salubrious,  and  more 
favourable  to  health  and  long  life. 

In  1851  there  were  in  Lower  Canada  over  100  years  of  age, 
38  persons ;  between  90  and  100  years,  417 ;  between  80  and  90, 
3,030 ;  between  70  and  80, 11,084 ;  between  60  and  70,  24,095. 

In  Upper  Canada,  in  tlie  same  year,  there  were  over  100 
years  of  age,  20  persons ;  between  70  and  80,  7,156 ;  between 
60  and  70,  20,266 ;  so  that  the  balance  is  in  favour  of  the  lower 

Srovince,   as   regards  the  longevity    of   its   inhabitants,    and, 
oubtless,  to  be  referred  to  the  greater  comparative  dryness  of 
the  atmosphere. 

"  In  Lower  Canada,  it  may  be  further  stated,  that  melons  ripen 
"freely  in  the  open  air;  plums  and  pears  grow  abundantly,  and 
**  apples  attain  a  peculiar  degree  of  excellence,  the  apples  of  the 
"  Island  of  Montreal  beijig  especially  filmed.  Peaches  and  grapes 
**  also  ripen  freely  with  the  aid  only  of  glass.  On  the  whole,  it 
'*  may  be  safely  asserted  that  while  the  province  presents  great 
"  diversities  of  climate,  yet  the  general  character  of  its  climate  is 
**  such  as  to  conduce  both  to  the  maintenance  of  the  physical 
*'  health  of  the  inhabitiints  of  the  province,  and  also  to  the  pro- 
**  motion  of  the  growth  of  the  cereal  and  other  natural  products 
»*  of  the  fertile  soil  of  Canada. 

*'  The  salubrity  of  the  province  is  sufficiently  proved  by  its 
**  cloudless  skies,  its  elastic  air,  and  almost  entire  absence  of  fogs. 
**  The  liriitness  of  the  atmosphere  has  a  most  invigorating  eflect 
**  upon  tne  spirits.  The  winter  frosts  are  severe  and  steady,  and 
"  the  summer  suns  are  hot,  and  bring  on  vegetation  with  wonder- 
"  ful  rapidity.  It  is  true  that  the  spring  of  Canada  differs  much 
"  from  the  spring  of  many  parts  of  Euiope ;  but,  af^er  her  long 
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*'  winter,  the  crops  start  up  as  if  by  magic,  and  reconcile  her   Smithfield 
"  inhabitants  to  the  loss  ot  that  which  elsewhere  is  often  the     ^pSson!'" 
"  sweetest  season  of  the  year.    If,  however,  Canada  has  but  a        — ;- 
"  short  spring,  she  can  boast  of  an  autumn  deliciously  mild,  and  ^eporL* 
*'  often  lingering  on  with  its  'Indian  summer'  and  golden  sunsets, 
"  until  the  month  of  December." 

Manufactures, — ^As  a  manufacturing  country,  Canada  may 
be  said  to  be  only  in  its  infency.  Many  of  her  manufactured 
articles,  however,  obtained  prizes  in  the  great  Exhibition  of 
London  in  the  year  1851. 

Ship-building,  especiallv  at  Quebec,  forms  the  most  important 
of  her  trades.  The  vessels  built  there  having  obtained  a  repu- 
tation for  their  speed,  solidity,  and  beauty  of  outline. 

In  the  year  1853  forty-eight  ships,  with  a  tonnage  of  49,000, 
were  built  at  Quebec,  valued  at  £500,000 ;  being  an  increase  in 
one  year  of  twenty-two  ships,  at  a  value  of  £340,000. 

The  average  amiual  value  of  vessels  built  at  Quebec  is  esti- 
mated at  £500,000. 

Iron. — ^Many  mines  of  this  valuable  mineral  are  now  being 
worked ;  and,  from  the  accounts  received  both  of  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  this  metal  to  be  found  in  Canada,  we  may  safely 
conclude  that  in  a  few  years  it  will  form  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant sources  of  wealth  in  the  colony.  The  bar  iron  manufec- 
tured  in  Canada  is  equal  to  the  best  Swedish  Iron,  while  some 
of  the  iron  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Superior  has  been 
pronounced  superior  to  any  in  the  world. 

Woollen  Goods  and  Furs, — Canada  produces  a  large  quantity 
of  woollen  goods,  and  of  a  most  superior  quality,  for  which  their 
manufacturers  have  received  various  prizes.  For  her  furs,  Canada 
stands  unrivalled  in  the  world. 

Canada  has  her  tanneries,  her  foundries,  her  mills,  her  brew- 
eries, and  her  innumerable  factories  of  all  descriptions,  wliich, 
added  to  her  fertile  valleys,  her  luxuriant  forests,  and  her  im- 
rivalled  water-power,  invite  the  labourer  and  the  capitalist  to 
her  shores,  rich  in  beauty,  abounding  in  natural  wealth,  happy 
homes,  and  hospitable  people. 

Commerce, — The  commerce  of  Canada  has  increased  wonder- 
fully within  the  last  few  years.  The  increase  in  her  commerce 
from  1852  to  1853  alone  was  upwards  of  £5,000,000. 

In  the  latter  year  the  exports  of  the  country  amounted  to 
nearly  £6,000,000. 

The  exports  were  as  follow :  —  produce  of  the  mines, 
£27,339  3^.  2d,;  produce  of  the  sea,  £85,000  13*.  8rf  ;  pro- 
duce of  the  forests,  £2,335,255  2*.  2d.;  animals  and  their 
produce,  £342,631  7s,;  vegetable  food,  1,995,094  15s.  9rf.; 
other  agricultural  products,  £26,618  17*.  llrf.;  manufactures, 
£35,106  9*.;  other  articles,  £15,823  11*.  3rf. 

I  have  told  you  that  the  progress  made  by  Canada  in  her  com- 
merce was  astonishing — so  perfectly  so,  indeed,  that  we  should 
be  scarcely  inclined  to  believe  it  had  we  not  proofe  which  bid 
defiance  to  doubt  or  contradiction. 

The  merchants  of  Canada  are  up  and  doing,  as  are  all  her 
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Smithfuld   people;  and,  when  we  remember  that  at  the  close  of  the  last 

Prison.^^  century,  or  thereabouts,  what  is  now  the  fertile,  wealthy,  and 

—        prosperous    Canada,    was  one   vast  unsightly  wilderness,   we 

n^^'        must  admit  that  the  energy  and  enterprise  displayed  by  this 

people  gives  them  a  claim  to  a  superior  rank  on  the  American 

continent. 

I  will  now  speak  a  few  words  on  the  chief  towns  of  the 
colony  in  which  we  are  all  so  deeply  interested ;  and  in  doing  so 
I  shall  now  and  then  allude  to  their  rapid  rise  and  almost  in- 
credible progress. 

As  I  have,  perhaps,  spoken  too  long  already,  I  shall  confine 
my  observations  to  four  of  the  principal  towns,  Toronto  and 
Kingston  in  Upper  Canada,  and  Quebec  and  Montreal  in  Lower. 

Toronto,  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  is  a  very  handsome 
town,  and  beautifully  situated  on  the  northern  border  of  Lake 
Ontario.  It  was  the  seat  of  parliament  of  Upper  Canada  until 
both  Canadas  were  united  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1841. 

Toronto,  in  1826,  had  not  2,000  inhabitants,  while  its  popu- 
lation at  this  moment  is  upwards  of  30,000.  It  has  risen  with 
great  rapidity;  its  progi^ess,  social  and  commercial,  show  an 
enterprising  and  intellectual  people.  The  surrounding  district 
is  very  fertile,  and  mansion-houses  and  richly  cultivated  farms 
add  to  the  beauty  as  well  as  indicate  the  wealth  and  comfort 
of  its  inhabitants.  In  ten  years  the  population  of  this  town  in- 
creased upwards  of  16,000. 

Kingston  is  a  considerable  town,  situated  on  the  Lake  Ontario, 
just  at  the  efHux  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  close  to  a  number  of 
islands.  The  population  of  this  town  is  upwards  of  10,000. 
Its  inhabitants  are  most  industrious  and  well  behaved,  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  town  is  advancing  every  day,  as  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact,  that  in  ten  years  its  population,  has  in- 
creased 5,000. 

In  1793  it  consisted  of  but  one  Indian's  hut,  containing 
twelve  families. 

Ottowa  is  another  rising  city,  called  after,  and  situated  on  the 
beautiful  river  of  that  name. 

As  a  proof  of  the  progress  of  this  city,  it  may  be  stated  that, 
in  1830,  it  consisted  of  140  houses,  some  of  which  were  mere 
sheds.  The  population  of  the  city  at  present  is  upwards  of 
10,000;  and,  though  the  propertv  on  which  the  city  stands  was 
purchased  for  £80, 1  am  sure  that  some  of  it  is  worth  at  the 
present  time  £20  a-foot. 

Quebec,  the  capital  of  Lower  Canada,  is  situated  on  the  St 
Lawrence,  in  a  rich  and  fertile  district ;  its  population  is  about 
40,000,  chiefly  descendants  from  the  French. 

Its  fortifications,  its  great  port,  and  its  very  favourable  situa- 
tion for  commerce,  render  it  one  of  the  most  imposing  and 
beautiful  cities  in  any  of  the  British  colonies. 

This  city  has  nearly  doubled  its  population  within  the  last 
thirty  years. 

Montreal  was  formerly  the  second  city  in  Lower  Canada,  but 
is  now  of  greater  importance  than  Quebec,  it  being  the  seat  of 
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government.     Its  population  is  considerably  above  40,000,  con-  J^™'^"*'^ 
sistiiig  of  English  and  French  in  nearly  equal  numbers,  PeSi?^ 

The  Catholic  cathedral  in  this  city  is,  perhaps,  the  most  stately        — 
and  magnificent  building  in  the  whole  continent  of  America.       Report,  ' 

Montreal  has  trebled  her  population  in  thirty-four  years,  and, 
if  not  the  most  substantial,  is  certainly  the  most  beautifully  built 
city  in  America. 

Banks  were  established  at  a  very  early  period  in  Canada. 
These  banks  have  extended  their  operations  with  the  growth 
of  the  country ;  and  though  the  number  of  them  has  greatly 
increased,  still  the  business  of  banking  has  been  so  honestly  and 
so  prudently  managed  that  there  never  yet  has  been  known  an 
instance  of  a  Canadian  bank  stopping  payment.  Does  not  this 
speak  forcibly  for  the  healthy  tone  and  state  of  society,  and  the 
unmistakable  progress  of  the  colony.  Contrast  this  state  of 
affairs  with  the  banking  proceedings  of  the  United  States. 
Why,  men,  there  is  scarcely  a  bank  in  the  United  States  that 
has  not  broken  down.  A  man  in  the  United  States  might  go 
to  bed  in  the  possession  of  wealth,  and  rise  a  beggar  m  the 
morning — his  favourite  bank  had  stopped  payment,  and  its  chief 
gone  **over  the  border."  In  Canada  there  is  no  boasting.  In 
this  department  all  is  certainty,  solidity,  and  honesty. 

As  a  whole,  the  banks  of  Canada  have  been  judiciously 
managed,  and  afford  to  the  capitalist  safe  and  favourable 
investment. 

The  press  of  the  colony  is  also  in  a  most  flourishing  and 
healthy  state,  decidedly  moral,  and  for  efficiency,  general  infor- 
mation, and  character,  quite  equal,  and,  in  feet,  in  many  cases 
superior  to  the  provincial  press  of  our  own  country.  In  every 
ordinary  sized  town  of  Upper  Canada,  and  in  all  the  cities  of 
Lower  Canada,  there  is  a  press  and  a  newspaper — ^perhaps  two. 
The  city  sheets,  that  is,  the  returns  of  the  imports  and  exports 
shipping  published  in  every  seaport,  &c.,  contain,  in  addition  to 
commercial  intelligence,  much  interesting  literature,  and  matter 
of  importance  and  utility. 

Ability,  energy,  and  liberality  are  the  leading  features  of  the 
Canadian  press,  and  its  growth  has  been  both  steady  and  rapid. 

The  first  newspaper  was  established  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  1763,  "The  Quebec  Gazette,   which  still  exists. 

The  number  of  French  and  English  papers  published  in 
Upper  Canada  in  1853  was  forty-three,  which  afforded  a  paper 
for  every  20,000  inhabitants;  in  Lower  Canada,  114  papers  in 
1854,  that  is  one  for  every  8,000.  The  disparity  between  the 
two  provinces  is  gradually  diminishing,  and  it  is  be  hoped  will 
soon  altogether  disappear,  owing  to  the  general  diffusion  of 
education  throughout  the  lower  province.  None  of  the  news- 
papers in  either  province  is  confined  exclusively  to  political 
topics ;  most  of  them  contain  useful  selections  and  general 
information  in  various  branches  of  literature  and  science ;  and 
it  is  pleasing  to  observe,  that,  as  far  as  is  known,  they  all  breathe 
a  tone  fevourable  to  public  morality.  Would  to  God  we  could 
Bay  as  much  for  our  own  periodical  press. 
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-  Smithfikld       On  the  whole,  Canada  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  her 

Prison.      educational  institutions ;  and  their  bearing  on  her  future  is  a 

—        very  important  consideration,  inasmuch  as,  no  doubt,  they  must 

jitpJrt^'  greatly  tend  to  her  advancement  and  progress  in  general 
enlightenment.  Her  system  is  a  noble  one,  inferior  to  none 
pursued  in  other  countries;  superior  to  that  of  many;  scarcely 
yielding,  in  fact,  to  the  National  education  in  Irelana. 

The  schools  and  educational  institutions  of  Canada  are  built 
on  a  most  superior  plan ;  and  I  may  assert,  without  exaggeration, 
that  the  system  of  education  now  established  in  that  country 
far  exceeds  in  comprehensive  details  any  thing  of  the  kind  in 
Great  Britain.     The  school-houses  are  generally  supplied  with 
maps,  standard  school  books,  and  other  necessary  eaucational 
requirements.     In  these  schools — ^rarely  not  more  than  a  mile 
and  a-half  from  the  most  remote  of  the  settlers  in  the  district — 
the  children  receive  a  sound  and  useful  English  education,  quite 
adequate  to  all  the  ordinary  avocations  of  life.     In  some  dis- 
tricts the  schools  are  free — that  is,  they  are  open  to  all  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen  without  charge;   but  in 
the  ^eater  proportion,  a  tuition  fee  of  a  quarter  of  a  dollar, 
that  is,  a  shilling  a  month,  is  charged,  and  this  is  the  highest 
amount  allowed  by  law  to  be  levied.     A  large  proportion  of  the 
teachers  of  the  common  schools  in  Upper  Canada  are  trained 
at  the  normal  schools  at  Toronto,  in  which  city  there  is  a  great 
university,  or  college,  also,  like  our  Trinity  College.     Under 
existing  laws,  the  child  of  the  poorest  labourer,  who  distin- 
guishes himself  as  a  successful  competitor  for  a  free  scholarship 
m  a  common  school,  has  the  advantage  of  attending  one  of  the 
county  grammar  schools  (that  is,  a  school  of  hi^i^her  pretension 
than  the  schools  I  have  been  speaking  of).    Here,  again,  he  has 
open  to  him  another  free  scholarship  in  the  highest  educational 
institutions  in  the  country,  if  his  merits  entitle  him  to  that  dis- 
tinction.    Thus  an  educational  ladder  has  been  erected  by  the 
Government  by  which  the  child  of  the  humblest  inhabitant  may 
ascend  to  the  highest  point  of  scholastic  eminence,  with  the 
children  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  respectable  in  his  neighbour- 
hood as  his  competitors. 

Thus  you  see,  men,  in  this  happy  land,  the  industrious,  honest 
man  may  live  to  see  his  child  an  ornament  to  the  church,  the 
law,  or  the  medical  profession,  and  thereby  elevate  himself  and 
his  other  children  to  a  height  in  the  social  scale  he  never  could 
even  dream  of  at  home.  It  is  with  heartfelt  pleasure  I  mark  in 
every  one  of  you,  without  exception,  a  desire  to  learn  and  make 
amends  by  every  means  in  your  power  for  the  wofully  misspent 
time  of  your  early  years. 

Now,  need  I  ask  you  would  it  be  the  fondest  wish  of  your 
hearts  to  see  your  children  (if  blessed  with  any)  receive  a  sound, 
religious  education,  and  be  saved  by  it  from  the  &tal  errors  into 
which  you  have  unhappily  fallen. 

The  government  ot  this  province,  which  is  aptly  called  "  the 
brightest  jewel  in  the  British  crown,"  is  of  tne  paternal  and 
liberal  kind;  in  fact,  there  is  no  country  on  earth,  even  our 
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own,  where  the  local  legislature  takes  more  care  of  the  people  q^^'^^^ 
generally,  and  diffuses  the  greater  good  to  a  greater  number.      Prison. 
The  charitable  institutions  founded  on  true  philanthropy  extend        -— 
their  blessings  to  all  around.     The  hospitals,  well  endowed ,  and  jitpwi, 
presided  over  by  able  and  well-chosen  officers,  are  a  model  for 
older  states. 

The  postal  system  is  as  well  organized  as  our  own.  Public 
libi'aries  adorn  every  township.  Railways  intersect  the  country 
to  a  vast  extent,  and  others  are  being  constructed.  At  the 
close  of  last  year,  1856,  Canada  had  2,000  miles  of  fully- 
equipped  railway,  which  cost  her  about  £18,000,000  sterling. 
What  a  powerful  impetus  this  net- work  of  railroads  will  give  to 
the  development  of  the  boundless  resources  of  this  country. 
In  this  little  lecture  I  have  endeavoured  to  advert  to  all  matters 
most  likely  to  awaken  your  attention,  to  stimulate  your  energies, 
and  guide  your  thougnts  towards  this  glorious  and  happy  land. 

It  would  b|  useless  to  encumber  this  lecture  with  minute 
details,  as  it  would  distract  your  mind  from  the  main  point 
of  my  discourse.  I  have  attempted  to  describe  the  country, 
its  soil,  its  climate,  and  its  resources  ;  to  trace  its  people's 
advancement,  to  show  how  they  govern  themselves,  and  what 
are  their  institutions;  to  exhibit,  in  short,  what  may  guide 
industry  in  search  of  a  place  wherein  to  reap  the  richest  rewards, 
and  capital  in  quest  of  a  field  for  profitable  investment. 

"To  the  poor  who  are  struggling  against  becoming  poorer;" 
to  those  whose  own  circumstances  place  them  beyond  reach  of 
want,  but  regard  with  anxiety  the  future  condition  of  their 
younger  dependents;  to  the  "hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water,"  into  whose  dreams  a  hope  of  domestic  comfort  or 
independence  never  dared  to  enter,  what  a  prospect  does  this 
noble  country  hold  out.  Here  a  million  and  a-half  of  men  as 
poor  and  as  friendless  as  yourselves  have  been  able  to  fling 
away  the  weight  of  poverty  from  their  limbs,  and  here  is  ample 
room  for  millions  more  to  emulate  their  example. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  give  some  idea  of  the  wealth  of  this 
country,  and  though  by  no  means  capable  in  the  limits  of  a 
lecture  to  do  the  subject  the  justice  it  deserves,  still  I  flatter 
myself  the  picture  must  appear  tempting.  Let  me  now  ask,  who 
were  the  men  who  created,  who  now  enjoy  this  vast  property? 
Were  they  conquerors?  Were  they  capitalists?  Were  they 
supported  by  powerfiil  princes?  No,  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  the  oppressed  and  hopeless  of  the  old  continent  of  Europe, 
with  no  other  wealth  than  stalworth  arms,  no  support  but  the 
confidence  that  ever  accompanies  perseverance  and  industry. 
Let  you  who  listen  but  resolve  to  imitate  the  industry,  enter- 
prise, and  the  laudable  ambition  which  distinguish  the  present 
inhabitants,  and  which  contributed  so  signally  to  the  success  of 
the  early  settlers  of  this  country ;  and  rest  assured  that,  if 
Canada  has  wealth,  Canada  will  afford  you  ever^'  opportunity, 
every  facility  to  honestly  acquire  your  share  of  it.  Yes,  seek 
this  shore ;  be  steady,  be  virtuous,  be  honest ;  and  I  feel  con- 
vinced that  I  by  no  means  prophesy  fiJsely  if  I  say,  that  a  day 
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Smithpield  may  come  when,  your  former  errors  no  longer  remembered,  you 
*Prm5oii!^^  may  stand  erect  before  your  fellow-man,  happy  in  your  home  in 
— -        this  world,  and  happy  in  the  hope  of  an  eternal  one  in  the  world 
RepoH,  to  come. 


svperifumdtnt,  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Report. 

Smithfield  Convict  Prison  . 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  First  Annual 
Report  and  Statistical  Returns  of  this  prison  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1856. 

I  was,  you  are  aware,  appointed  Superintendent  (on  the  1st 
April  last)  in  room  of  Mr.  Lamb  (late  Grovernor),  who  was  super- 
annuated at  that  time ;  and,  having  been  Deputy-Governor  and 
Master  of  Works  since  the  opening  of  this  prison,  in  April,  1844, 
I  am  quite  familiar  with  its  duties  as  well  as  its  fevourable 
working. 

The  system  of  ticket-of-licence  having  been  introduced  in 
January  last,  and  this  prison  converted  into  a  reformatory  insti- 
tution from  the  1st  of  that  month,  all  the  prisoners  not  in  the 
exemplary  class  were  removed  to  Newgate  and  Philipstown, 
leaving  fifty  of  that  class  remaining  here. 

Previous  to  the  retirement  of  the  late  Governor,  the  staff  was 
considerably  reduced,  and  none  retained  but  tradesmen  to 
instruct  the  prisoners  at  their  several  trades,  a  clerk  to  assist  in 
keeping  the  books,  &c.,  and  a  gate-porter  to  attend  the  gate  and 
assist  in  the  stores.  The  exemplary  class  not  requiring  that 
supervision  which  is  necessary  for  ordinary  prisoners,  doing  a 
great  many  things  for  themselves  and  the  use  of  the  prison,  such 
as  cooking,  messengers,  and  taking  letters,  &c. 

As  the  exemplary  prisoners  arrived,  I  placed  them  at  dif- 
ferent trades  (some  of  whom  knew  little  of  handycraft  work 
previous  to  their  reception,  being  the  greater  part  of  their  time 
on  public  works),  such  as  tailoring,  shoemaking,  carpentry,  tin- 
smiths, brush-making,  nailers,  &c. ;  and  the  aged  and  infirm  I 
placed  at  net  and  mat  making,  besides  doing  the  ordinary  work 
of  the  prison,  such  as  limewashing,  sweeping,  cleaning,  &c., 
leaving  all  the  tradesmen  steadily  employed  without  intenoiption 
for  nine  and  a-quarter  hours  each  day. 

The  trades  are  carried  on  with  great  energy,  and  much  has 
been  done,  which  shows  that  the  profits  of  the  prisoners'  labour 
is  more  than  suflScient  to  pay  for  their  food  and  clothing,  as  well 
as  some  other  ordinary  expenses;  and  had  they  all  a  better 
knowledge  of  trades  on  their  first  arrival  here,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  the  prison  would  be  self-supporting. 

The  great  amount  of  work  performed  is  partly  owing  to  the 
interest  taken  by  the  prisoners,  who  receive  a  small  amount  of 
their  earnings  weekly ;  the  balance,  with  a  gratuity  of  9d,  per 
week  allowed  to  each,  they  receive  on  liberation,  if  not  exceeding 
£2 ;  the  surplus,  if  any,  I  keep  in  my  hands  for  a  space  of  three 
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months,  unless  a  special  authenticated  appKcation  be   made,   Smotfield 
which  is  submitted  to  the  Directors  for  approval.  Prison. 

And  here  I  should  observe,  that  the  earnings  of  the  men  -, — 
are  fer  short  of  what  they  would  be  if  they  were  more  expe-  n^^,^  ^  ' 
rienced  on  their  arrival  here,  or  remained  nere  a  much  longer 
time ;  but  most  of  those  men,  untrained  to  habits  of  industrj'  in 
youth,  make  very  little  proficiency  diiring  the  first  stages  of 
their  confinement,  and  some  of  them  are  necessarily  employed 
as  labourers  on  public  works,  and  on  coming  here  are  nearly 
useless  at  industrial  in-door  employment.  Then,  they  seldom 
remain  here  more  than  from  four  to  five  months,  a  period  quite 
insufficient  for  many  of  them  to  make  any  proficiency  in  a 
knowledge  of  a  trade,  or  indeed  of  any  remunerative  branch  of 
in-door  labour ;  and  I  am  confident  that  this  alone  prevents  this 
establishment  being  nearly  self-supporting. 

While  here,  every  thing  possible  is  done  by  the  trades'  in- 
structors to  enable  them  to  work  for  the  shops  when  liberated ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  many  of  them  are  em- 
ployed by  respectable  parties  in  Dublin. 

During  the  year  1856,  112  prisonei's  have  been  released  on 
licence,  and  fifty-five  absolutely  discharged ;  of  the  112,  only 
five  are  known  to  have  relapsed  into  crime ;  thirty  of  the  men 
released  on  licence  are  employed  in  Dublin  and  its  vicinity,  and 
are  giving  their  employers  perfect  satisfaction.  Many  of  them 
visit  this  establishment  frequently,  and  it  is  most  gratifying  to 
witness  their  orderly  manner  and  improved  condition;  the 
remainder  of  them  are  located  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  have  gone  to  England,  their 
friends  there  naving  provided  employment  for  them ;  a  few  we 
have  heard  enlisted,  and  three  others  have  emigrated. 

A  regular  correspondence  is  kept  up  with  each  of  them,  and 
a  registry  of  same  Kept  in  the  office ;  most  of  them  give  very 
satisfactory  accounts  of  their  condition  and  prospects.  If  at  any 
time  I  have  reason  to  doubt  their  statement,  I  address  a  letter 
to  the  employer  or  clergyman  of  the  parish  (persuasion  of  pri- 
soner) in  which  he  resides,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  in- 
variably receive  very  gratifying  accounts.  The  following  is  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  a  clergyman  concerning  a  man  released  on 
licence  in  May  last,  who  has,  therefore,  been  eight  months  at 
liberty,  and  several  such  are  registered  in  the  office : — 

24th  December,  1856. 
Sib, — I  received  yours  of  the  17  th  inst.  concerning  M.  F.  of  this  town, 
released  on  licence  in  May  last :  apd  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  he 
worked  till  lately  at  the  shoemaking  trade  (learned  in  prison)  with  the  man 
who  signed  the  application  offering  him  employment;  that  he  has  now 
hegan  on  his  own  account ;  that  he  has  been  sober  and  industrious ;  and  I 
have  reason  to  hope  that  he  will  become  a  good  member  of  society. 

I  am,  sir,  &c. 
The  Superintendent,  Smithfield 
Prison,  Dublin. 

Of  the  112  men  released  on  licence,  eighty-nine  of  them  have 
been  heard  &om  up  to  this  date,  twelve  of  them  have  been  heard 


Digitized  by 


Google 


108  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors 

8MITHP1BLD   of  regtdarlv  up  to  1st  October  last,  eight  of  them  have  never 

^^Pattowr*  been  neard  of,  and  the  remaining  three  are  not  lon^  released, 

- —         and  may  be  heard  of  soon ;  of  the  fifty-five  men  absolutely  dis- 

^^^^^^***^^^*  chargedf,  the  majority  have  also  been  heard  of,  and,  as  fiir  as  can 

be  ascertained,  are  going  on  well. 

Prisoners,  when  about  three  months  in  this  prison,  are  allowed 
out  as  messengers  through  the  city  with  letters,  orders  to  con- 
tractors, &c.,  and,  although  having  a  portion  of  their  weekly- 
earnings  in  their  possession  while  out,  not  the  slightest  instance 
of  misconduct  has  occurred. 

With  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  it  is  gratifying 
to  find  that  the  best  feeling  exists  amongst  them ;  and  since  the 
introduction  of  the  license  system  only  five  slight  breaches  of 
discipline  occurred,  and  those  were  at  the  commencement,  for 
whicn  they  were  removed  firom  this  establishment  to  undergo 
a  longer  probation  of  imprisonment  in  an  ordinary  government 
prison.  Indeed,  most  remarkable  is  the  contrast  between  the 
men  now  placed  in  this  establishment,  and  those  who  were  con- 
fined here  when  this  was  an  ordinary  convict  prison.  T/ien 
the  prisoners  in  general  exhibited  all  the  evil  characteristics 
which  might  have  been  expected  fi:om  their  antecedents :  they 
gave  indications  of  evil  tempers  and  dispositions,  restrained,  in- 
deed, but  not  improved ;  they  seemed  lamentably  indifferent  to 
praise  or  censure.  Now,  the  very  contrary  may  be  generally  seen 
among  them :  they  evince  a  kind,  obliging,  disposition, and  a  docile 
spirit ;  they  take  advice  in  good  part,  and  seldom  or  never  does  it 
require  to  be  turned  into  a  rebuke ;  they  go  to  work  with 
alacrity,  are  ready  to  volunteer  their  assistance  whenever  they 
think  it  may  be  required;  they  seem  to  have  gotten  a  new 
spring  of  mind,  and  constantly  talk  over  and  ask  ad\dce  with 
respect  to  their  future  prospects  and  destinations ;  and  many  of 
them  are  most  anxious  to  receive  instructions  which  may  be  of 
use  to  them  after.  I  had  no  inconsiderable  opportunity  of 
observing  this,  for  several  of  those  are  men  whom  I  had  seen 
here  in  time  past  during  the  first  stages  of  their  imprisonment, 
and  who,  after  passing  through  their  probation  in  the  several 
classes  in  Philipstown  Prison,  were  sent  up  here  again  to  the 
exemplary  class — greatly  improved  indeed,  most  of  them ;  and, 
from  the  period  of  their  arrival  here,  their  continued  improve- 
ment was  most  clearly  observable. 

All  the  prisoners  attend  school  and  lecture  every  evening 
from  five  to  7  o'clock,  Sundays  and  special  holidays  excepted, 
on  which  days,  in  addition  to  divine  service,  they  attend  moral 
lectures.  Their  educational  improvement  will  be  reported  on 
by  the  lecturer,  Mr.  J.  P.  Organ,  whose  indefatigable  exertions 
for  the  promotion  of  their  welfiu'e,  both  inside  and  out  of  the 
prison,  is  unceasing ;  and  I  am  deHghted  in  being  able  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  kind  co-operation  that  exists  amongst  all  the 
officers  by  their  united  feelings,  as  well  as  the  interest  in  recom- 
mending the  prisoners  to  respectable  employers. 

On  reference  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  expended  on  the 
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prison  during  the  year,  although  having  so  few  prisoners  com-  ^™^'"^'* 
pared  with  other  years,  will  appear  larger  than  might  be  ex-      prison. 
pected;  but  this  is  readily  accounted  for,  having  had  140  pri-        ~^dMtt 
soners  until  the  1st  February,  besides  a  large  staff  for  the  first  r^^,  ^ 
six  months,  and  other  heavy  expenses  connected  with  Lusk, 
which  will  not   be  permanent  charges  on  this  establishment; 
and  I  also  beg  to  add  that  twenty-five  prisoners  (labourers) 
have  been  brought  here  for  the  purpose  of  being  (shortly)  en- 
camped at  Lusk,  whose  earnings  are  small  in  consequence  of  not 
having  a  knowledge  of  trades. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  to  state  that  the  interest  His  Excellencv 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  has  evinced  in  the  establishment,  by  his 
repeated  visits,  as  well  as  the  weekly  visits  of  the  Chairman  and 
Directors,  who  converse  freely  with  the  prisoners,  and  who  are 
ever  ready  to  promote  their  interest,  has  had  the  most  salutary 
influence  on  the  minds  of  the  prisoners. 

I  have  the  houour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

Francis  Good,  Superintendent 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


Smithfield  Convict  Prison, 
13th  February,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  hereby  certify,  that  during  my  service  I  have, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  complied  with  all  the 
rules  laid  down  for  the  government  of  this  establishment,  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1856. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

Francis  Goon,  Superintendent 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


Smithfield  Convict  Prison. — Statement  of  the  Number  olstatuiicg. 
Convicts  in  Custody,  Committed,  and  Disposed  of,  for  the 
montli  of  January,  1856,  being  the  period  when  this  prison 
contiiined   ordinary  prisoners,   in   addition  to  those   of  the 
exemplary  class. 

In  cusUxly,  1st  January,  1850,  not  belonging  to  the 

exemplary  class,  .  .  .  .  .     1 52 

Ileceived  during  the  month,  .  .  .      - 

Disposed  of — Discharged,  free  pardon,        .  1 1 

Kemoved  to  Kewgate  Prison,  .  .128 

„  Philipstown,     ...  9 

„  Mountjoy,        .  .  .  3 

Died,  •....' 


152 


Digitized  by 


Google 


110 


Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors 


8MITHPIKLD  Smithfield  Reformatory  Prison. — Statement  of  the  Numbbr 
of  Prisoners  in  Custody,  Committed,  and  Disposed  of, 
under  the  Reformatory  System,  for  one  Year,  ending  31st 
December,  1856. 


Government 
Prison. 

Statiftict, 


In  costody  on  Ist  January,  1856. 

Received  during  the  year  irom  Newgate  Prison, 

„  „     Philipstown,     . 

„  „     Spike  Island,    . 


24 

114 

89 

26 

253 


HOW  DISPOSED  OF. 


Released  on  Ticket-of-Licence, 
Unconditionally  Discharged,  . 
Removed  to  Newgate  Prison,  . 


In  custody,  Slst  December,  1856, 


112 

55 

5 

"l72 
81 


8BIITKNCB8. 

Transportation  for  15  years, 
»»  i»   10     >i 

»»  »>     7     „ 


7 

147 

99 

253 


AGES  ON  CONVICTIOH. 

14  years  and  under  16, 


16 
20 
30 
40 
50 
60  and  upwards, 


20, 
30, 
40. 
50, 
60, 


15 
88 
76 
31 
26 
15 
1 

25S 


CRIMES. 


Abduction, 

Assaulting  Habitation, 

Assault  and  Robbery, 

Arson,    . 

Burglary, 

Burglary  and  Robbery, 

Coining, 

Cow  Stealinor,     . 

Cattle  Steabng,  . 

Embezzlement,  . 

Felony  (not  described), 

Forgcar,  . 

House  Breaking, 

Horse  Stealine,  . 

Highway  Robbeiy, 

Larceny, 


I 
2 
H 
6 

30 

18 
2 

33 
9 
3 
4 
1 
6 
3 
3 

45 


4 
1 


Larceny  and  previous  conviction. 
Manslaughter,  . 
Obtaining  Goods  under  false  pre- 
tences, .  .  .2 
Picking  Pockets,  •  .15 
Robbery,  .  ,  .3 
Receiving  Stolen  Goods,  .  20 
Subsequent   Felony    (not  des- 

cribed),          ,            .  .1 

Sheep  Stealing, .            .  .27 

Sacrilege,            .            .  .2 

Vagrancy,          .            .  .1 

Desertion,          .            .  .1 

Total.  .  253 
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Cost  of  materials  for  the 
year  ending  3l8t  De- 
cember, 1856,  .  1,493    0     7 

By  balance,  being  profit 

on  prisoners'  labour, .    1 ,01 2  1 1  10 


*.    d.           Cr.  £  s.d. 

Sales,  .       ..,      ,.         .  1,542  1  2 
Stock  remaining  in  store 

31st  December,  1856,  805  19  3 

Fatigue  men's  labour,  .  157  12  0 


Total, 


£2,505  12    5 


Total,        .  £2,505  12  5 
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Account  of  tlie  Receipts,  Payments,  Stock  in  Stobe,  and  Profit  on 
Manufactures,  &c.,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1856, 


Profits,  beinar  the 
difference  be- 
tween the  1st 

Tr»de8. 

Coitof 

Sales. 

Stock  in  Store 
of  Manufac- 

Daily  Avenu^e 
Number  of 

Materials. 

toredandRaw 

column  and  the 

Effective  Men 

Materials. 

amount  of  the 

Employed. 

2nd  and  3rd. 

,       £       5.    J. 

£      s. 

d. 

£     «.    d. 

£     s,     d. 

Tailoring, 

'     800    4     6 

830    7 

2 

430  13     9 

460  16     5 

16 

Shoemaking,     . 

305  15     2 

290    0 

0 

167  14  11 

151   19     9 

16 

Mat  ( ress-inaking. 

j     200  14     2 

233  19 

8 

75  18    2 

109     3     5 

6 

Carpentry, 

24     5     5 

38  10 

5 

8  19    0 

23     4     0 

1 

Tin-ware, . 

1       24     5     8 

]9  15 

6 

21   14     1 

17     4     4 

1 

Brush-making,  . 

49    6  11 

31    lU 

7 

63    4     6 

45     8     2 

4 

Net-making,     . 

23     1     3 

24     6 

6 

20  16    5 

22     1     8 

2-2 

Nailers,     . 

1     5    0 

0  15 

4 

3    3    8 

2  14     0 

3 

Mat-making, 

64     2    8 

\ 

72   16 

0 

13  14     9 

22    8     1 

3-5 

, 

1,493    0    7 

1,542     1 

2 

805  19    3 

854  19  10 

50 

Fatigue  Men. 

Seven  men,  cooking, 

messing,  sweepmg, 

limewashing,     8ec., 

52  weeks,  at  %$.     . 

— 

— 

-. 

145  12    0 

) 

One    messenger,    30 

\         8 

weeks,  at  8«., . 

— 

— 

12    0    0 

) 

1,493    0    7 

1.542     1 

2 

805  19    3 

1,012  11   10 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 

Gentlemen, — ^1  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  Report 
on  the  sanitary  state  of  Smithfield  Convict  Prison  for  the  past 
year. 

The  prison  having  been  placed  under  the  reformatory  system 
in  February,  at  which  time  all  the  convicts  previously  in  con- 
finement had  been  transferred  to  other  prisons,  and  a  select  class 
of  convicts  committed  here,  I  think  it  right  to  give  the  Hospital 
Return  for  January  distinct  from  the  remaining  eleven  months 
of  the  year: — 

Number  of  patients  in  hospital,   1st  Januaiy,  1856,  from 

former  year, 36 

Nmnber  of  patients  admitted  in  the  course  of  the  month,        .    36 

Total  number  under  treatment  during  the  month,   .        .        .72 

Of  these  there  were  discharged, 35 

Died, 1 

Remainmg  at  end  of  month  and  sent  to  other  prisons,    .        •    36 

72 

Averagedaily  number  of  patients  in  hospital,         .        .        .86 
Average  daily  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement,         .       146*32 

The  patient  that  died  was  P.  M.,  age  39,  convicted,  March  9; 


Smithfield 

goternmbnt 

Prison. 
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8mithfieu>   1852;  committed  to  Smithfield,  January  22,  1855;  admitted  to 
pSSSf*^  hospital,  January  2,  1856;  died,  7th  February,  of  ulceration  of 
— -         the  bowels. 
O^w^lnvpofi.     The  following  is  the  Hospital  Return  for  the  remaining  eleven 
mouths : — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  to  hospital  from  Ist  Jannary  to 
31st  December, •        .    93 

Of  these  there  were  dischai^d, 81 

Remaining  in  hospital,  1st  January,  1857f      •        •        •        .12 

Total  under  treatment  during  the  eleven  months,   .        .        .03 

No  death  occurred  in  the  prison  during  this  period. 

The  average  daily  number  of  patients  in  hospital  was,        .      9*93 
Average  daily  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement,     .        .    64  1 1 

The  following  is  a  specification  of  the  diseases  with  which  the 
patients  admitted  to  hospital  in  this  period  were  affected : — 


Scrofulous  diseases,  •  .  .21 
Ophthalmia,  ....  6 
Rheumatism,  ....  2 
Accidental  injury,    ...       I 

93 


Fever, 6 

Epilepsjr,          ....  1 

Bronchitis,       ....  8 

Catarrh, 37 

Asthma, 1 

Consumption,  ....  7 

Diarrhoea,         ....  3 

Any  one  conversant  with  the  medical  statistics  of  Convict 
Prisons  in  Ireland  will  see  from  the  preceding  Hospital  Returns 
alone,  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  prison  during  these  eleven 
months,  was  very  satisfectory,  and,  indeed,  exceptional.  This 
becomes  more  manifest,  however,  when  we  consider  that  all  the 

f)ri8oner8  in  confinement  here,  251,  had  previously  undergone 
onff  periods  of  imprisonment,  varying  from  three  and  a-quarter 
to  SIX  years,  and  hence  belonged  to  the  class  of  convicts  enfeebled 
by  long  confinement,  among  whom  the  serious  sickness  and  mor- 
tality of  former  years  chiefly  occurred.  It  is  true,  they  were  a 
select  class  of  such  prisoners,  but  very  few  of  them  were  strong, 
many  were  delicate,  and  all  bore  the  traces  of  long  confinement; 
and,  moreover,  they  were  constantly  employed  at  such  trades  as 
shoemaking,  tailoring,  mat-making,  &c.,  and  worked  more  steadily 
and  assiduously  than  the  convicts  here  at  any  former  time. 

But  the  sanitary  state  of  the  prison  was  in  reality  more  fevour- 
able  than  could  be  inferred  from  any  mere  numerical  results,  and 
was  most  remarkably  manifested  in  the  character  of  the  sickness 
that  prevailed.  I  would  not  attach  undue  importance  to  the  total 
absence  of  mortality,  which  was  probably  an  accidental  circum- 
stance ;  but  what  was  really  remarkable  and  significant,  all  the 
diseases  of  the  period  occurred  so  much  modified  and  mitigated 
in  character  and  form  as  clearly  indicated  that  the  health  of  the 
prisoners  was  sustained  by  some  peculiar  salutary  influence. 
Thus,  the  cases  of  fever  were  of  a  mild  and  simple  type,  and  they 
were  the  only  cases  of  acute  disease  that  occurred.  The  bron- 
chitlc  and  catarrhal  cases,  forming  nearly  half  of  all  the  cases 
.  treated,  were  merely  connnon  colds,  of  more  or  less  severity,  and 
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requiring  only  a  few  days  residence  in  hospital  for  their  cure.    Smitotibj) 

It  was,  however,  in  tlie  cases  of  consumption  and  scrofula  that  ^^pJSS^'** 

this  modification  of  morbid  action  was  most  strikingly  manifested.         — 

These  kindredmaladies  have  at  all  times  been  tlie  peculiar  scourge  ^M^jf^port 

of  the  convict  prisons  in  this  country,  and  probably  will  long 

continue  to  occupy  a  prominent  place  in  their  hospital  records, 

even  under  the  most  enli^rhtened   and  humane  management. 

Even  these  intractable,  which,  when  occurring  in  prisoners  whose 

health  has  been  gradually  deteriorated  by  confinement,  almost 

invariably  run  a  continuous  and  rapid  course,  were  during  this 

period  so  remarkably  modified  in  form  and  character,  that  except 

in  two  or  three  cases  of  long  existing  disease,  they  made  but 

little  progress,  were  more  amenable  to  treatment,  and  in  several 

instances  were  completely  arrested  in  their  course.    Ophthalmia, 

in  all  its  forms,  is  also  generally  an  unmanageable  afiection  in 

prisons;  the  cases  in  hospital,  chiefly  of  a  strumous  character, 

were,  like  the  other  forms  of  scrofula,  unusually  mild.     The 

other  chronic  ailments,  with  the  exception  of  one  case  of  epilepsy, 

were  slight  and  tmimportant. 

To  what  cause  can  we  attribute  this  modification  of  disease 
and  immunity  from  serious  sickness  in  a  class  of  convicts  whose 
constitutions  liad  been  more  or  less  impaired  by  long  confine- 
ment? Many  causes  might  be  suggested  to  account  for  this 
result.  Thus,  it  may  be  said,  the  city  generally  was  unusually 
healthy  during  the  past  year ;  no  epidemic  disease  prevailed ;  the 
prison  was  not  over-crowded  as  in  former  years.  These  and 
similar  circumstances  may  have  had  some  influence,  but  they  are 
inadequate  to  account  for  tlie  fiicts  observed  in  hospital,  or  for 
the  improvement  which  was  remarkable  in  the  health  of  the 
prisoniers  who  worked  so  steadily  and  laboriously. 

This  improved  sanitary  state  of  the  prison  dates  from  the  in- 
troduction of  the  reformatory  system;  and,  in  my  opinion,  is 
attributable  to  the  agency  of  se  vend  concurring  salutary  influences 
which  this  system  brings  to  bear  upon  the  criminal,  and  which 
produce  as  remarkable  an  improvement  in  the  mental  and  moral 
condition,  the  temper,  feelings,  character,  and  conduct  of  the 
prisoner,  as  in  his  general  health.  In  whatever  circumstances 
the  prisoners  here  are  observed,  tlus  improved  state  of  feeling  is 
very  apparent.  In  the  workshop  it  is  manifested  in  the  cheer- 
fulness, alacrity,  and  assiduity  with  which  they  apply  themselves 
to  their  laborious  occupations,  and  furnishes  a  striking  contrast 
to  the  listlessness,  sullenness,  and  gloom,  so  commonly  exhibited 
by  the  ordinary  convict  in  similar  circumstances.  In  the  school 
the  earnestness  and  vivacity  with  which  they  engage  in  their 
studies,  after  the  fatigue  of  tne  day,  and  the  anxiety  uiey  evince 
to  acquire  information  and  excel  one  another,  afibrd  still  more 
satisfiictory  evidence  of  mental  and  moral  improvement;  though 
at  the  same  time  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  much  of  this  was 
attributable  to  the  agreeable  and  skilfiu  manner  in  which  instruc- 
tion is  imparted  to  them  in  this  prison,  by  lecturing,  diagrams, 
map,  &c.,  and  to  the  judicious  selection  of  subjects  suited  to 
their  capacity,  and  supplying  the  kind  of  information  which  is 


Digitized  byVjOO^lC 


114  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Director* 

Smithpibld  attractive  and  interesting  to  persons  in  their  condition.  In  the 
^^PR^wwr^'^  hospital  also  an  improved  state  of  feeling  has  been  equall  v  mani- 

fest.   It  is  a  common  practice  amongst  the  convicts  to  enaeavour 

QMoefsIUport  *^  S^^  ^^^^  hospital,  OF  to  remain  there  after  they  are  perfectly 
recovered,  in  order  to  avoid  the  prison  duties ;  very  few  cases  of 
this  kind  have  occurred  under  the  new  system.  Another,  and 
by  no  means  unfrequent  occurrence  observed  in  the  convict 
prisons,  and  more  especially  among  the  prisoners  whose  health 
has  suffered  from  long  confinement,  and  who  have  been  antici- 
pating their  approaching  release  from  prison,  is  that  when 
the  prisoner  is  attacked  with  any  serious  disease,  he  is  at  once 
prostrated  both  in  mind  and  body ;  comes  into  hospital  with  the 
gloomy  foreboding  that  he  will  "  never  leave  the  prison  alive," 
and  lies  down,  as  it  were,  to  die,  hopeless  and  desponding,  thus 
rendering  all  the  resources  of  art  unavailing.  A  very  different 
spirit  prevailed  among  the  prisoners  here  since  the  change  of 
management  took  place.  In  fact,  they  appeared  to  me,  in  most 
cases,  rather  disposed  to  underrate  the  seriousness  of  their  sick- 
ness, and  to  rely  too  much  on  their  improved  health,  and  were 
only  anxious  and  eager  to  return  to  those  duties  which  have 
ceased  to  be  distasteful  to  them. 

Those  who  have  had  opportunities  of  observing  the  powerful 
influence,  for  good  or  evil,  that  mental  feelings  and  emotions, 
hope  and  joy,  grief  and  despondency,  exercise  upon  the  human 
body  in  sickness  and  in  health,  as  well  in  the  world  outside  as 
within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  will  have  no  difficulty  in  compre- 
hending that  this  buoyant  state  of  mind  and  hopefril  spirit  of  the 
prisoners  must  have  largely  contributed  to  produce  the  improved 
sanitary  condition  of  the  prison  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  for  me  to  oDserve  that  with  prisoners 
in  this  state  of  mind,  remunerative  labour  and  the  acquisition  of 
interesting  and  useful  information  in  the  school,  are  in  themselves 
sanitary  influences  of  no  slight  importance. 

Indeed  this  system  of  treatment  may  be  regarded  as  not  only 
reformatory  but  sanitary  to  the  prisoner,  and  is  brought  to  bear 
on  him  at  the  period  of  his  imprisonment,  when  he  most  needs 
it;  so  that  he  is,  as  it  were,  prepared,  as  the  period  of  his  libera- 
tion from  prison  approaches,  to  return  to  society  in  such  a  state 
of  health  as  will  enable  him  to  make  good  use  of  the  skill  and 
information  he  has  acquired  in  confinement. 

The  observations  I  have  offered  are  applicable  to  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  convicts  that  were  in  prison  during  the  past  eleven 
months ;  there  were,  however,  several  who,  from  obtuseness  of  mind 
or  natural  depravity,  appeared  to  be  little  affected  by  the  salu- 
tary influences  with  which  they  were  surrounded.  There  were 
also  some  few  committed  here  in  such  a  weak  state  of  health  that 
they  were  unable  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  the  refor- 
matory system  affords  to  the  prisoner. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Bbadt. 
The  Directors  of  Conyict  Prisons. 
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PROTESTANT  CHAPLAIITS  REPORT.  Smithweld 

OOTERNltBirr 

Smithfield  Government  Prison,  Prmon. 

7tli  January,  1857.  Chapiakc$ 

GsNTLEinsK, — Early  in  the  year  1856  a  change  was  made  in 
the  class  of  prisoners  sent  to  this  depot ;  and  since  the  1st  of 
February  last,  we  have  had  onlv  those  who,  having  reached  the 
"  Exemplary  Class  "  in  other  pnsons,  were  considered  deserving 
of  being  placed  here,  in  a  state  of  probation,  previous  to  their 
being  deemed  eligible  for  tickets-of-leave.  The  number  of  my 
congregation  was,  by'this  change,  considerably  reduced;  but 
my  duties,  though  rendered  of  a  more  pleasing  nature,  were  not 
at  all  diminished,  either  in  the  time  they  occupied  or  the  anxiety 
they  involved.  The  great  advantage  to  be  expected  from  a 
reformatory  institution,  which  this  may  now  be  termed,  depends 
on  the  individualizing  of  the  men ;  the  acquiring  a  knowledge 
of  the  history,  state  of  mind  past  and  present  of  each,  and  of  his 
hopes  and  prospects  for  the  future,  as  well  as  the  grounds  on 
which  he  calculates  for  their  realization.  Possessed  of  such 
intimate  knowledge  of  each  case,  the  Chaplain  finds  data  upon 
which  to  work,  in  a  way  impossible  where  a  number  must  be 
instructed  in  classes;  and  the  permission  granted  to  men  in 
this  establishment  of  writing  frequently  to  their  friends,  affords, 
by  the  inspection  of  the  letters,  an  excellent  clue  to  the  state  of 
their  minds,  and  also  gives  some  index  as  to  the  circumstances 
and  characters  of  those  friends  ydik  whom,  on  their  liberation, 
they  will  be  placed  in  association. 

1  eeling  deeply  the  importance  of  this,  I  have  always  placed 
myself  in  communication  with  the  clergyman  in  whose  parish 
the  prisoner's  friends  live,  and  under  whose  ministry  he  will 
be  placed  on  his  discharge ;  and  I  feel  thankftil  that,  in  every 
instance,  my  application  has  met  with  a  kind  and  cordial 
response.  In  some  cases  it  was  recommended  that  employment 
should  be  sought  for  the  man  in  some  place  other  than  that  in 
which  his  character  had  been  lost,  and  to  which  special  circum- 
stances rendered  his  return  imprudent.  In  others,  it  appeared 
that  all  his  family  had  left  the  neighbourhood,  or  were  unde- 
sirable companions  for  a  reformed  man ;  while,  in  the  majority 
of  instances,  kind  hearts  were  ready  to  receive  the  returning 
prodigal,  whose  sincerity  had  been  tested,  not  by  the  ordinary 
discipline  of  a  prison,  but  by  the  peculiar  system  which  can  be 
carried  out  only  in  such  an  establishment  as  now  happily  exists 
here. 

Since  the  change  of  this  prison  to  a  reformatory  institution, 
in  February  last,  fifteen  members  of  my  congregation  have 
been  liberated  therefrom,  most  of  them  on  tickets-of-leave; 
several  of  those  have  been  now  at  large  for  six  months  or  upwards. 
I  have  kept  up  frequent  correspondence  with  them  and  the 
neighbouring  clergy;  and  in  no  instance  has  any  one  of  them 
been  reported  for  any  misconduct.  Of  those  fifteen,  there  is  one 
from  whom  I  have  not  heard  since  his  liberation ;  but  his  ante- 
cedents forbid  me  to  be  in  the  least  doubt  of  his  good  conduct. 
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Smithfibld   Of  one  other  I  have  had  rather  discouraging  private  inforraa- 
^*^pSSS5r^  tion ;  but  I  still  hoi)e  well  of  hiui.     With  Sie  remaining  thirteen 
-77        I  have  frequent  communication;  and  truly  thankful  do  I  feel 
S?i!w '"'        to  hear  how  happily  most  of  them  are  circumstanced. 

I  have  been  for  twenty-nine  vears  engaged  in  ministerial  work 
in  parishes  in  Dublin,  where  the  population  were  chiefly  of  the 
lower  classes.  For  twenty-four  years  I  have  been  chaplain  to 
prisons  in  Dublin;  and,  with  that  experience,  I  unhesitatingly 
say  that  the  men  who  have  been  discharged  from  this  prison, 
under  its  present  system  of  reformatory  training,  are,  on  an 
average,  fiur  superior  to  most  of  the  same  class  in  life  in  cultivated 
intelligence,  moral  feelings,  and  respect  for,  if  not  a  deep  sense 
of,  religion. 

I  see  in  the  public  papers  great  complaints  of  the  result  of 
the  system  of  tickets-of-leave  in  England.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  system  of  testing  each  one  through  varied  stag^ 
is  the  same  there  as  in  Ireland,  nor  do  I  feel  it  to  be  within  my 
province  to  offer  an  opinion  on  the  general  question;  but  I  state 
only  the  results  of  fects  within  my  own  knowledge  when  I  say 
that,  placed  as  I  am  in  contact  with  the  convicts  in  tlie  last 
stage  of  the  process  of  restoring  them  to  tlie  society  of  their 
fellow-men,  my  experience  is,  that  the  results  in  Ireland  are 
such  as  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  supporters  of  this  system 
could  liave  scarcely  anticipated.  It  is  easy  for  one  in  my 
position  to  trace  the  effects  of  the  system  under  which  such 
nappy  results  have  been  attained.  A  man,  on  conviction,  b 
sent  first  to  solitary  confinement  for  six  or  nine  months ;  there 
he  learns  to  reflect.  He  then  passes  to  a  course  of  hard  labour 
in  a  prison  where  he  mixes  with  Ids  fellows  for  two  or  more 
yeai's ;  there  he  learns  order,  discipline,  and  industry ;  and  his 
progress  is  recorded  in  monthly  judgments,  on  the  quality  of 
whicb  depends  his  ultimate  promotion  to  the  "  Exemplary  Class." 
Thus  hope  is  awakened  and  becomes  a  stimulating  principle  to 
his  mind.  Should  he,  under  the  operation  of  those  agencies, 
prove  worthy  of  being  promoted  to  Smithfield  Depot,  his  hope 
dawns  into  reality  ;  he  feels  himself  on  the  threshold  of  liberty, 
and  his  best  energies  and  feelings  are  called  into  action.  Then, 
in  this  establishment,  those  energies  are  stimulated,  and  those 
feelings  cultivated,  by  the  most  ample  provision  for  religious 
and  secular  instruction,  combined  with  constant  industrial  em- 
ployment ;  and  the  convict,  who  felt  himself  an  outcast,  begins 
to  feel  himself  a  man  again. 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  important  feature  in  this  sjrstem 
that,  as  each  man  advances  a  stage  in  his  course  towards  refor- 
mation, he  is,  at  each  stage,  removed  to  another  prison.  The 
very  feet  of  his  being  thus  transferred  to  a  new  abode  gives  to 
him  the  idea  of  reality  in  progress^  which  no  nominal  promotion 
would  make  him  feel  while  he  remained  in  the  same  prisoiu 
Every  such  removal  he  feels  to  be  a  reaU  sensible  step  towards 
liberty ;  and  the  results  are  obvious.  I  would  add  one  feet- 
you  liave,  for  some  time  past,  caused  Camden  Fort  to  be  appro^ 
priated  to  a  special  class,  selected  from  Spike  Island  Prison ;  and 
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those  have  been  placed  under  a  reformatory  system  of  iiistruc-    Smithfield 
tion  nearly  similar  to  that  established  here.       Very  lately  a      prison, 
detachment  of  prisoners  were  brought  up  here  from  Camden        t7 
Fort,  and  it  required  little  experience  or  observation  to  see  how  j{^t^' 
far  superior  in  mental  cultivation,  discipline,  and  moral  training, 
they  were  to  even  the  best  men  we   have  hitherto   received 
from  the  ordinary  Government  Prisons. 

Such  has  been  my  experience  during  the  past  year — the  first 
in  which  this  system  has  been  tried  in  Ireland.  I  suppose  it 
will  receive  the  consideration  of  those  more  fitted  to  judge  of  it 
than  I  am.  One  improvement  would  certainly  be  most 
desirable — a  facility  for  the  emigration  to  some  other  land  of 
those  who  have  no  homes,  or  friends  willing  to  receive  them 
here.  Such  men,  however  reformed,  ai'e  obviously  placed  in 
circumstances  of  great  disadvantage  in  seeking  employment  at 
home.  Wanting  emi)loyment,  they  are  exposed  to  gi'eat  tempta- 
tion ;  and  I  am  sure  that,  if  they  could  reach  another  country, 
most  of  them  would  there  take  that  place  in  the  scale  of  society 
Avhich  adverse  circumstimces,  rather  than  any  moral  inca])acity, 
renders  it  difficult  for  them  to  attain  in  this  country. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  R.  Shore. 
The  Chairman  and  Board  of  Directors 
of  Convict  Prisons  in  Ireland. 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.  R,achaplMi 

Report, 

St.  Paul's,  Arran-quay. 

Gentlemen, — With  voiir  request  to  state  my  opinion  con- 
cerning the  Smithfield  trison  during  the  List  year,  I  willingly 
comply. 

Though  it  is  not  my  custom  to  praise,  I  must,  in  justice,  say, 
that  the  men  committed  to  my  care  during  the  yeai*  1856, 
called  "  Exemplary,''  were  so  in  reality.  For  the  short  period 
they  remained  with  me,  in  confinement,  their  conduct  was 
marked  by  strict  regularity;  they  attended  their  religious 
duties,  and  exiiibitcd  towards  each  other  kindness  and  charity 
worthy  of  imitation.  Nearly  all,  as  soon  as  they  obtain  liberty 
(before  they  leave  the  PrisonV  knowing  the  sad  effects  of  in- 
temperance, spontaneously  take  the  pledge  against  all  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  and,  I  am  delighted  to  learn  from  various  sources, 
have  observed  it  faithfully,  and  have  proved  themselves  indus- 
trious, and  good  members  of  society. 

In  conclusion,  I  l)eg  to  state,  that  the  Superintendent,  Mr. 
Good,  and  the  other  officers  of  the  prison,  deserve  my  thanks 
for  their  kindness  to  me,  and  the  anxiety  they  have  manifested 
to  procure  any  thing  required  for  tlie  spiritual  wants  of  the 
prisoners. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Nolan,  Ionian  Catholic  Chaplain. 
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SKiTHfiELD  PRESBYTERIAN  CHAPLAIlf S  REPORT. 

GOTBRNMBMT 

^^'  Dublin,  January  23,  1856. 

^I^U^**  Gentlemen, — ^My  duties,  as  Presbyterian  Chaplain  to  the 
JU^^*  Smithfield  Government  Prison,  during  the  year  1856,  have  been 
similar  to  those  of  the  previous  one ;  the  usual  Sabbath  services 
have  been  conducted  in  the  prison  chapel  every  Lord's  Day ; 
regular  weekly  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  prisoners ;  and  in 
my  pubUc  ministrations,  as  well  as  in  my  private  interviews 
with  the  men  under  my  care,  I  have  endeavoured  to  impress 
upon  their  minds  those  instructions  which  appeared  to  me  most 
conducive  to  their  temporal  and  spiritual  well-being.  As  a 
matter  of  duty,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  publicly  acknow- 
ledging my  personal  obligation  to  the  Governor,  to  Mr.  Bradfield, 
and  to  every  subordinate  officer  in  the  prison ;  having  been 
received  by  them,  on  all  occasions,  in  a  manner  both  gentle- 
manly and  courteous.  I  also  consider  it  my  duty  fiirther  to 
state,  that  the  nrison  officers,  of  every  rank,  have  cheerfully 
endeavoured  to  mcilitate  my  efforts  in  seeking  to  promote  die 
moral  improvement  of  the  men,  for  whose  reformation  I  am 
chiefly  interested* 

It  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  report  the 
decided  change  ror  the  better  which  the  arrangements  recently 
made  in  this  establishment  has  produced  upon  the  prisoners 
generally.  The  air  of  heartless  apathy  and  careless  indifference 
which,  generally  speaking,  was  manifested  by  the  men  in  my 
public  and  private  interviews  with  them  on  former  occasions, 
and  which  were  often  to  me  a  source  of  regret  and  discourage- 
ment,  are  now,  I  am  happy  to  say,  exchsmged  for  feelings  of 
cheerfulness  and  hope,  and  an  air  of  sel&dependence  and  self- 
respect,  the  all  but  certain  guarantee  of  a  promising  future. 

The  employing  of  the  prisoners  in  acquiring  some  useful  trade, 
appears  to  be  an  arrangement  exceedingly  beneficial ;  as,  by  this 
means,  not  only  is  the  expenditure  of  the  service  materially 
liquidated,  but  I  am  able  to  testify  that,  imder  the  feithfiil  training 
of  the  difierent  superintendents,  many  of  the  men  have  acquired, 
or  are  acquiring,  industrious  habits  and  useful  avocations,  which, 
if  persevered  in,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  prevent  temptation  to 
crime,  and  afford  them  the  means  oi  earning  an  honest  and  a 
competent  livelihood  in  afterlife.^ 

Of  those  under  my  care  whose  exemplary  conduct  justified 
the  Government  in  mitigating  their  term  of  punishment  under 
the  ticket-of-leave  svstem,  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  instance  in 
which  good  fidth  nas  been  violated.    On  the  contrary,  I  am 

E-atifiea  to  learn  occasionally,  by  letters  firom  the  North  of 
eland,  whither  some  of  them  have  gone,  that  such  parties 
continue  to  manifest  the  same  exempmry  deportment  which 
marked  their  conduct  while  in  prison,  and  which  justified  the 
authorities  in  the  act  of  clemency  referred  to. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  present  arrange- 
ments in  Smithfield  Government  Prison  appear  eminently 
calculated,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  to  secure  the  object 
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intended ;  and  did  the  public  at  large,  instead  of  looking  with   Smithfikld 
suspicion  upon  the  liberated  prisoner,  endeavour  to  second  the      psjaoif. 
efforts  of  Government  in  promotinff  his  reformation,  1  am  con-  _    . — : 
vinced  that  there  would  be  few  cases  indeed  in  which  it  could  cha^^^ 
be  said  that  labour  and  strength  had  been  spent  in  vain,  and  for  H^wrt. 
nought 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  yours  very  respectfully, 

James  Edgar,  Presbyterian  Chaplain. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


The  following  letters  have  been  received  from  discharged 
convicts  by  the  Superintendent  and  other  oflScers  of  Smith- 
field  Depot: — 

T ,  Februarv  22, 1857. 

Sir, — ^I  am  glad  to  have  to  inform  you  that  W.  6—  and  his 
femily  are  doing  well.  He  is  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  S— — . 
He  is  living  soberly,  quietly,  and  honestly,  and  treating  his  fiimily 

affectionately.     I  have  seen  him  at  K on  the  3rd  ult.,  and 

have  heard  directly  from  him  on  the  19th  inst. 

Yours  faithfully,  M.  K. 

G — —,  January  27,  1857. 

Sir, — I  take  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  vou  these  few 
lines,  hoping  to  find  you  in  good  health,  as  this  leaves  me  in  at 
present,  thank  God  for  all  his  blessings  to  us. 

I  am  at  work  here  every  day  since  I  lefl  Dublin,  but  the 
wages  are  very  small:  we  only  get  1*.  3rf.  per  pair  for  making 
cloui  boots,  and  won't  get  them  out  of  the  shop  till  ten  or  eleven 
o'clock,  and  then  have  to  close  them  and  send  them  to  the 
binder,  and  she,  perhaps,  may  keep  them  two  hours;  so  it  is 
very  little  we  can  do.  I  sit  up  till  twelve  at  night,  and  some- 
times am  notable  to  finish  apair;  but  while  I  get  any  thing  to 
do  I  will  not  complain.  We  have  to  work  in  our  lodging 
houses,  so  we  will  never  learn  to  be  makers ;  so  I  intend  to  get 
myself  bound  for  the  space  of  two  years  to  a  man  who  will  give 
me  instructions,  and  then  I  hope  to  be  able  to  work  anywhere. 
So  I  will  stop  here  till  I  hear  from  you,  and  if  you  can  get  it 
done  I  will  be  for  ever  obliged  to  you ;  and  if  it  is  a  thing  you 
get  it  done  I  will  never  deceive  you ;  but  I  know  it  is  hard  for 
you  to  trust  me :  I  know  that  I  have  done  my  utmost  against 
you,  which  I  am  sorrv  for  often  since.  My  mother  is  content 
to  let  me  go,  so  I  wilf  work  here  till  I  hear  from  you. 
I  am,  your  humble  friend. 

To  Mr,  R.  C.  J.  R. 


K-: ,  January  24,  1857. 

Sib, — ^I  have  just  seen  T.  F.,  and  find,  though  he  is  not  of 
this  parish,  that  his  conduct  has  been  blameless  since  he  left 
your  establishment. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  faithfully,  P.  R. 
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SMiTHFiitD  N ,  January  27,  1857. 

PRMOfi!"*       SiE,— From  your  laudable  anxiety  about  B.  Q.,  you  ynVL  be 
—        glad  to  hear  that  he  is  going  on  well.     He  is  in  the  employinent 

of  a  respectable  farmer  near  B ,   where  he   attends    his 

religious  duties  with  punctuality;  indeed  even  before  liis  con- 
viction I  never  discovered  more  than  the  one  crime  in  him,  and 
I  believe  hunger  was  the  cause  ;  for  he  applied  to  his  old,  bad 
father  for  the  means  of  taking  him  to  Amenca,  but  was  refused, 
though  he  could  give  it 

Faithfully  yours,  J.  B. 

■  *■ 

-,  23rd  Januarv,  1857. 


Dear  Sir, — T  received  your  letter,  and  hasten  to  reply.  The 
young  man  mentioned  in  your  letter  is  at  present  living  with 
his  father,  and  he  purposes  commencing  the  coopering  trade 
towards  spring  ;  and  as  ixjgards  his  character  it  is  unimpeachable, 
and  is  strictly  honest  in  the  smallest  matter. 

Youi*s  very  truly,  E.  K. 

C -,  Uth  Nov.,  1856. 

Sir, — W.  M*E.,  who  is  stiil  in  my  service,  has  requested  me 
to  write  to  you.  His  brother  J.  left  this  for  Canaoa  early  in 
May  last ;  and  a  few  days  after  he  arrived  at  Montreal,  where 
liis  sister  has  been  residing  for  some  years,  he  was  employed 
by  a  gentleman  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town,  an<£  he 
has  continued  in  his  service  since  that  time.  He  has  written 
two  letters  to  his  brothers,  giving  a  favourable  account  of  the 
country,  and  stating  that  he  is  quite  well  and  happy.  From 
the  time  that  he  arrived  here  from  Dublin,  till  he  left  Ireland, 
he  was  in  my  employment,  and  he  conducted  himself  with  the 
strictest  proprietv. 

Yours  faithfully,  J.  H. 

Mr  Dkar  Sir, — The  five  men  you  sent  me  from  the  Smith- 
field  Reformatory  some  months  ago  are  most  willing  and  indus- 
trious poor  fellows.  You  said  you  would  send  a  few  more 
hard-working  fellows ;  if  they  are  such  you  describe,  the  sooner 
you  send  them  the  better. 

On  no  account  send  me  any  man  who  is  not  well  conducted 
and  willing. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yours  fiuthfully, 

J.  M*D. 


Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  rec|uest,'I  now  state  that  T.  A. 
is  an  industrious  boy,  and  has  conaucted  himself  to  my  satis- 
faction for  the  last  nine  months  at  his  trade. 

Y'ours  obedient,  G.  C. 


The  bearer,  J.  K.,  has  been  in  my  employment  from  the  26th 
May,  1856,  to  the  17th  Januaiy,  1857,  during  which  time  he 
conducted  himself  soberly,  honestly,  and  quietly.  I  now  con- 
sider him  a  trustworthy  man.  '  E.  C. 
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Dear  Sir, — We  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  L. ; 
there  have  been  no  complaints.  He  is  an  honest  poor  fellow, 
and  from  the  satis&ction  he  has  given  we  have  increased  his 
wages  last  week  from  9*-.  to  IOa-. 

Youra  truly,  N.  &  C. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that  your  man  here 
is  going  on  as  well  as  I  could  possibly  wish.  He  is  not  very 
strong,  but  he  is  very  humble  and  willmg,  and  anxious  to  please 
every  body. 

Yours  faithfiiUy,  J.  K 


Smithfield 

GOVEOffMSKT 

Prison. 


NEWGATE  CONVICT  PRISON. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Smithfiold  Convict  Prison, 
Februaiy  18,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  be^to  submit  herewith  the  statistical  returns 
for  Newgate  Convict  rrison,  from  1st  January  to  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1856,  agreeable  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

Francis  Good,  Superintendent. 

The  Directors  of  Con^nct  Piisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


Newgate 

goveenment 

Prison. 

Report, 


Statement  of  the  Number  of  Convicts  in  Custody,  committed, 
disposed  of,  &c.,  from  the  1st  January,  to  the  30th  September, 
1856:— 


In  custody,  Ist  January,  1856, 

186 

Committed  from  County  Gnols,      . 

_ 

„               Smitlifield  Convict  Prison, 

« 

133 

„               Mountjoy           „ 

6 

„                Pbilipetown         „ 

55 

„                Spike  Island,      „ 

^ 

Committed  during  the  nine  months  ending  30th 

Sep! 

tcmber.  1856,      •            .            .            . 

194 

Total, 

« 

d»0 

HOW  DISPOSED  OF. 

Removed  to  Smithfield  Convict  Prison,      . 

.     114 

„           Mountjoy            „ 

.       18 

„            PhiJipstown         „ 

.     137 

„            Spike  Island       „ 

»     a5 

Discharged  on  free  pardon, 
Died  in  Hospit4il,    .... 
Total, 

.       22 

4 
.  380 

Remaining  in  custody  on  30th  September,  1855, 


Na. 
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NcweATB    Pabtioulars  relating  to  194  Conyicts  received  durixur  the  nine 


QOTBftiniBIfT 

Paisoit. 

Sitpennfmtdmfi 
Report, 


months  ended  30th  September,  1856 : — 
Convicted  in  1849, 


PBBIOD  OF  SBMTXirCES. 

47ear8,  ... 

6  ,.    .        .        .        . 

7  , 

8  „     .        .        .        . 
10    „     .        .        .        . 

14  „     .         .         .         . 

15  „     .         .         .        . 
Life,      .... 


.47 
.  12 
.      57 

1 
.         .      67 

3 

6 

1 

194 

▲6E8  AT  TDIB  OF  COlTTICTIOir. 


1850, 

1851, 
1852, 
1858, 
1854, 
1855, 
1856, 


3 

5 
25 
47 
60 
51 


194 


40  years  and  under  50, 
50  „  60, 

60  „  70, 

70  and  upwards, 


Crimes  of  the  194  Convicts  received: — 


10  yean  and  onder  14,   . 

_ 

14             ,,            16,   . 

19 

16             „            20,   . 

.     108 

20             „             80.   . 

88 

80             „             40,   .        . 

14 

12 

7 
1 


194 


Assault  and  Robbery,      .  2 

Attempt  to  Stab,    ...  1 

Arson,    .....  4 

Burglary,       ....  28 

Burglary  and  Robbery,  .  12 

Bursary  and  Felony,     .        .  8 

Conceabnent, .        ...  1 

Coining,          ....  3 

Cattle  Stealing,      ...  4 

Cow  Stealing,        ...  11 

Desertion,  &c.,        ...  2 

Felony,            ....  13 

ForgCTV,         ....  1 

Horsestealing,       ...  2 

Hi^way  Robbery,         .        .  1 

House  Robbery,      ...  5 

Housebreaking,       ...  9 

Larceny,         ....  40 

Larceny  from  the  person,        .  6 

Return  of  Punishments  during  the  nine  months  ended  30th 
September,  1856 : — 


Lamb  •>  killing, 

Obtaining  goods  under  &lae 

pretences,    . 
Pocket-picking, 
Perjury, 
Robbery, 

Robbing  from  the  person. 
Rape,     . 
Receiving, 
Subsequent  Felony, 
Sheep  Stealing, 
Stealing  an  Ass, 
Stealing  Clothes,  &c., 
Sacrilege, 
Shooting  at,   . 
Unlawfu  possession, 


3 
2 

I 
6 
1 
1 
14 
3 
6 
2 
4 
I 


194 


One 
D»7. 

Two 
IHyn. 

Thre«'  Seren 
Day*.  Dftyi. 

One 
Month 

- 

.- 

Totals. 

Bemarkt. 

Sent  for  trial,    . 

In  Leg-irons,    . 
Dark  Cells— on  bread 

and  water,     . 
On  bread  and  water, . 
Depriyed  of  one  meal, 

Reduced  in  Badge  and 

Classification, 
In  Separate  Cell, 

4 
4 

7 

• 
1 

8 
5 
2 

• 
• 

18 

24 
19 

• 
• 

2 
4 

4 

2 

• 
• 

2 

1 

1 

• 

• 

1 

1 
1 

27 
87 
82 
20 

9 

4 

Sentence, 
15yearB. 
86  lashes. 

Total,     .        . 

• 

• 

1 

• 

•        • 

182 
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Abstract  of  the  Expenses  of  Newgate  Prison  from  Ist  April,  ^^^^^ 
to  30th  November,  1856: —  Prison. 

Sup$riiiUnd«iit9 
Report. 


Head  of  Service. 

Amount. 

Salaries,           .           .           .            .           . 

£616  17    7 

Victualling,      .            .            .            .            . 
Fuel  and  Lighting,      .            .            .            . 

494  11     1 

43  15  11 

Furniture  and  Fittings* 

10  12     3 

Contingencies,              .            •           •            . 

32  19     1 

Prisoners*  Gratuities  and  Labour, 

14     9    7 

Buildings  and  Ordinary  Eepairs, 

2  15    0 

Prisoners*  Clothing,     . 

148    8    2 

Medicine  and  Surgical  Instrum^ts,    . 

7  17    8 

Medical  Comforts, 

14    5  11 

Freights  and  Charges, 

27    0    6 

Prisoners*  Travelling  Expenses, 

7    8    8 

Funeral  Expenses, 

1  18    0 

21     3    9 

Cleaning  Prison, 

17    3    8 

OflScers*  Clothing,         •            •            . 

14    2    0 

Materials,  &c.,  for  Manufactures, 

.     2,047    2    8 

Implements,     .... 

3  12    2 

Clothing  for  Biicharged  Prisoners, 

4     7    0 

Total, 

.  £3,530  10    3 

MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT.  MMxd 

Qmo9r'9 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Medical  iSvorf. 
Report  on  Newgate  Convict  Prison  for  the  first  nine  months  of 
the  past  year,  when  it  ceased  to  be  a  prison  for  male  convicts. 

As  the  reformatory  system  was  established  here  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  by  which  time  all  the  convicts  previously  in 
confinement  had  been  transferred  to  other  prisons,  with  the 
exception  of  eight  in  hospital,  who  were  too  delicate  to  be 
removed,  I  think  it  desirable  to  give  hospital  returns  for  the  two 
periods  separately. 

The  following  is  the  return  for  the  first  six  months: — 

Nxmiber  of  patients  in  hospital,  1st  January,  1856,  from. 

former  year, 30 

Number  of  patients  admitted  dnoe,  to  30th  June,       .        .      167 


Total  under  treatment  in  the  six  months, 


197 


Of  these  there  were  discharped,  cured,        »       •        .        .176 
Transferred  to  the  other  prison  hospitals,   •        •        •        .         9 

Died,         . 4 

Remaining  in  hospital,  July  1st, 8 


The  average  daily  number  of  patients  in  hospital  was, 
The  mortuiiy  on  the  cases  treated  to  a  termination  (180) 

was,      * .        .        . 

The  aTcrage  daily  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  was, 


197 
30-31 

2-22 
176 


Digitized  by 


Google 


124 


Third  Annual  Rejwrt  of  the  Directort 


Newoatb 

QoTBRNMEirr 

Prison. 
MedMT 

OffictrU 
Report, 


Table  1  exhibits  the  age,  the  date  of  conviction,  of  committal  to 
Newgate,  and  of  last  admission  to  hospital,  the  duration  of 
residence  in  hospital,  and  the  cause  of  deatli  in  the  cases  tlMit 
were  fetal. 


f 

3 

i 

ii 

t 

•5 

DMtoT 
CunvteUoa. 

CuntnHtal  to            Admiwioa  lo 

l>«t« 

of 

Oi«w«ri)Mt]i. 

s 

ii 

1738   J.H. 
19-281  H.P. 
18711  J.S. 
1896  J.N. 

46 
:i& 

18 
19 

Oct.  13,  1854, 
Keb.  2-2, 1853, 
April  8. 1854, 
July  10, 1854, 

.     185b.      i 

Ktb.  13,1856,   Feb.  13,1856,    May  14.1        Do.. 

„     2,    ^     'Apr.  16.    ..     1      „    1'3;        Do., 

„            [May  9,       „     [  Juno  19,         Do., 

91 
40 

Table  2  presents  a  si>ecification  of  the  diseases  with  which  the 
patients  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year  were  affected. 


Fever, 
Epilepsy, . 

Inflammation  of  lungs, 
Pleurisy,  . 
Broncfajtis, 
Catairh,  . 
Quinsy,    . 
Asthma,  . 
Consumption,   . 
Scrofulous  diseases,  . 
Disease  of  heart, 
Rheumatism,    . 
Ophthalmia,     . 
Diarrhoea, 


17 

1 

1 

2 

28 

31 

2 

1 

9 

H 

I 

J9 

II 

7 


Cholera,   . 
Colic, 

Constipation,    . 
Dyspepsia, 
PUes,       . 
Scurvy,    . 

Irritable  bladdtr,     . 
Hematuria, 
Chronic  abscess. 
Boils,       . 
Accidental  injuries,  . 


I 
1 

4 
4 
3 
1 
2 
1 
4 
2 
3 


The  following  is  the  liospital  return  for  the  three  months 
during  which  the  reformatory  system  existed  in  the  prison : — 

Kumber  of  patients  in  hospital,  Ist  July,  1856,  ...  8 

Number  of  patients  admitted  since,  to  29th  September,       .  1 

Total  number  treated  in  the  three  months,  ...  9 

These  patients  were  all  discharged  from  hospital  before  the 
end  of  September. 


Average  daily  number  of  patients  in  hospital,    . 
Average  daily  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement. 


43 
49 


With  reference  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  prison,  which 
was  closed  in  September,  it  is  only  necessary  to  make  a  few 
remarks.  The  character  of  the  sicKness,  and  amount  of  mor- 
tality durin^y  the  first  six  months,  were  very  much  the  same  as 
they  have  been  for  some  years  past,  and  present  a  strong  con- 
tnist  to  the  sanitary  state  of  Smithfield  during  the  same  ))eriod. 
They  indicate,  moreover,  what  I  believe  to  be  the  fact — that  the 
healthiness  of  the  season  has  but  little  influence  on  the  sickness 
in  the  convict  prisons ;  tliough  in  unhealtliv,  or  epidemtc 
periods,  they  have  their  share  in  the  common  calamity.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  mortality  was  all  from  consumption,  wliich,  in 
conjunction  with  the  kindred  disease,  scrofula,  I  have  design 
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nated,  in  my  Report  on  Smithfield,  the  scourge  of  the  convict     Nbwqatb 
prisons  in  Ireland.     It  also  appears,  from  the  table  of  mortality,     ^prison?^^ 
that  the  prisoners  who  died  had  all  undergone  long  periods  of        — - 
imprisonment,  varying  from  two  to  three  and  a-quarter  years  q^^, 
from  the  time  of  conviction.  Report. 

The  hospital  return  for  the  last  three  months  presents  a 
different  and  far  more  agreeable  picture  of  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  prison ;  and  tends  to  confirm,  though  on  a  small  scale,  and 
for  a  brief  period,  the  conclusions  I  ventured  to  draw  with 
respect  to  the  salutary  influence  of  the  reformatory  system  on 
the  prisoners  in  Smithfield. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Brady. 
The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIN'S  EEPOBT.  e'S^^"^' 

Presbytery,  (St.  Michan's),  North  Anne-street, 
December  31,  1856. 

Gentlemen, — Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  have  the 
honour  to  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the  past  year  as 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  of  the  Male  Convict  Prison  of 
Newgate.  * 

I  have  much  gratification  in  being  enabled  to  mention  with 
praise  the  dispositions  of  the  convicts  under  my  charge.  They 
have  followed  with  attention  and  devotion  the  religious  exercises 
through  which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  lead  them ;  and  their 
conduct  has  generally  been  so  regular,  and  conformable  to 
discipline,  as  to  leave  little  to  be  desired.  I  have  a  trustful 
belief  that  the  favour  of  tickets-of-leave  with  which  several  of 
them  have  been  indulged  in  reward  of  their  good  conduct,  will 
not  be  found,  in  the  present  instance,  to  have  been  misplaced. 

The  supply  of  good  books  with  which  the  Board  so  promptly 
and  kindly  responded  to  my  wishes  in  that  particular,  has 
powerfully  contributed  to  the  desirable  results  which  I  have 
had  the  satisfaction  of  stating. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  0.  M*Cann,  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain. 


SCHOOLMASTER'S  REPORT.  Sckooimad^r^s 

Report. 

Newgate  Government  Prison, 
February  21,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — ^In  conformity  with  your  direction,  I  have  the 
honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Newgate  Prison  School  for 
that  portion  of  the  year  in  which  it  was  in  operation,  viz.,  jfrom 
1st  January  to  the  15th  September,  1856. 
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In  my  last  Report  I  had  occasion  to  advert  to  the  nnwillin^- 
ness  with  which  the  prisoners  received  instruction,  and  to  the 
difficulty  I  had  in  making  them  fully  sensible  of  its  advantages, 
mainly  arising  from  a  notion  of  their  being  unsusceptible  of 
mental  culture.  But  having  surmounted  this  almost  insuperable 
obstacle,  their  improvement  became  an  object  of  their  neatest 
regard,  and  for  tne  attainment  of  which  they  exercisea  every 
available  means. 

Having  had  such  a  field  for  moral  reformation,  and  being 
fully  convinced  that  education  was  a  powerful  means  to  effi^ct 
it,  1  took  every  opportunity  of  impressmg  its  advantages  upon 
the  minds  of  the  prisoners ;  that  without  it  they  could  not  look 
forward  with  much  hope  of  raising  their  social  position ;  that 
they  were  in  a  manner  unfitted  to  properly  discharge  the  duties 
of  even  the  humblest  situations  in  life ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary, 
by  their  bestowing  attention  to  their  schooling  while  in  prison, 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  at  least  an  elementary 
education,  which  would  throw  open  to  them  avenues  of  social 
imi)rovement,  into  which  the  wholly  illiterate  could  never  enter, 
besides  the  advantage  of  bein^  able  to  write  their  own  letters 
and  of  spending  their  hours  of  leisure  in  rational  amusements 
rather  than  the  self-degrading  and  demoralizing,  but  unfor- 
tunately too  frequent,  habit  of  spending  the  same  time  in  the 
beer  and  spirit  houses. 

Early  in  the  year  lectures  on  moral  and  literary  subjects  were, 
by  order  of  your  Board,  introduced ;  and  though  they  were  given 
at  a  time  wmch  men  of  higher  moral  culture  and  stronger  power 
of  self-denial  would,  perhaps,  devote  to  ease  and  enjoyment,*  yet 
a  single  case  of  ^dlful  inattention  or  slight  misconduct  does  not 
appear  on  the  prison  records.  It  is  not  to  be  imderstood,  how- 
ever, that  no  prisoner  was  punished  for  school  misconduct,  such 
being  not  the  fact,  as  there  were  some  slight  delinquencies,  but 
these  always  occurred  during  the  genersu  school  in  the  course 
of  the  day. 

That  the  improved  conduct  of  the  prisoners  was  partly  owing 
to  the  salutary  discipline  introduced  oy  your  Board  there  is  no 
doubt;  but  tlmt  it  was  not  in  some  measure  to  be  attributed  to 
the  acquired  self-respect  of  the  prisoners  themselves  would  be 
an  injustice  to  them  to  deny.  The  monthly  returns  of  the  pri- 
soners' school  conduct  show  a  per  centage  of  ninety  marked 
«  very  good ;"  and  for  several  months  there  were  none,  save  in  a 
few  instances,  whose  conduct  was  marked  lower  than  **  ordinary." 
It  sometimes  happened  that  a  prisoner  became  less  industrious 
at  his  prison  labour,  or  that  he  relaxed  in  his  attention  to  dis- 
cipline; but  while  at  school  he  conducted  himself  well,  and 
evinced  a  laudable  desire  for  improvement. 

The  prisoners  of  lower  had  a  longer  time  at  school  than  those 
of  higher  attainments ;  in  addition  to  which  it  was  a  rule  inva- 
riably observed,  viz.,  that  of  locating  the  former  in  cells  with 
prisoners  competent  to  instruct  them,  who,  I  found,  rendered 
their  assistance  with  a  willingness  and  an  assiduiiy  scarcely  to 
*  X'roiii  7  to  6  o'clock,  p.m.,  after  the  labour  of  the  day. 
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be  expected  from  men  in  their  position ;  thus  acting  as  an     Nbwoatb 
auxiliary  to  the  instructions  imparted  in  school.  ^SSoJT" 

The  schoolroom  was  admirably  fitted  up,  and  furnished  with         —  , 
all  the  necessary  appliances.     A  suflScient  number  of  writing  ^^J^**"**"' 
desks,  capable  of  accommodating  about  seventy  prisoners,  run 
on  each  side  of  the  room  along  its  entire  length. 

The  hours  of  school  instruction  were  much  the  same  as  during 
the  previous  year,  but  subject  to  such  changes  as  were  incidental 
to  the  disciphne  of  the  prison.  Early  in  the  year  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  change  the  dinner  hour,  which  change  extended  to 
the  school  department,  inasmuch  as  it  divided  the  time  into  two 
separate  portions,  the  one  before  and  the  other  after  dinner.  It 
was  so  arranged  as  to  afford  each  prisoner  at  the  least  six  hours 
instruction  weekly. 

During  the  last  three  months  which  the  school  was  in  opera- 
tion  the  only  inmates  of  the  prison  were  those  of  the  exemplary 
class,  whose  conduct  in  every  respect  was  most  satisfiictory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Eugene  Dotle,  Schoolmaster. 

The  Chairman  and  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons  in  Ireland. 


Table  showing  the  Educational  Progress  of  Prisoners. 

Ignorant. 

Imper«Botl7. 

Tol«nblr. 

w«u. 

EOUCATIOIIAI.  BmANCHSS. 

I 

^1 

I 

o  S 

■J 
1 
I 

1 

1 

Reading: 

Reception,  .        .      . 

Discharge,    . 
Writing: 

R«5eption,  .        .      . 

Discharge,   . 

131 
44 

191 
83 

38-3 
12-8 

55-8 
24-2 

80 
79 

85 
113 

23-4 
231 

24-9 
330 

79 
108 

43 
98 

231 
31-5 

12-6 
28-7 

52 
111 

23 
48 

82-4 

6-7 
141 

|342 
^342 

Ifnonnt 

Simplo  RoIm 

Compomid 
BulM. 

Proportion 
and  mbore. 

Arithmetic : 

Reception,  . 
Discharge,  . 

77  22-5 
18    5-3 

i 

186 
142 

54-4 
41-5 

51 
97 

14-9 
28-3 

i 
28    8*2 
85  24-9 
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PHiLimowN  PHILIPSTOWN  GOVERNMENT  PRISON. 

GOTUUVMBlfT  


Prison. 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 


tieport,  '  Philipstown  Convict  Prison, 

January  10,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual 
report  for  this  prison,  together  with  tlie  usual  returns,  abstract 
of  receipts  and  expenditure,  manufacturing  account,  and  sche- 
dule of  works  executed  in  the  erection  of  new,  and  reiiairs, 
alterations,  &c.,  &c.,  of  old  buildings,  for  the  year  endedf  31st 
December,  1856. 

Conduct  of  OfficerH, — Tlie  conduct  of  the  subordinate  staff 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  very  good ;  they  are  generally  of  a 
superior  class,  with  but  few  exceptions,  intelligent  young  men, 
and  evince  a  proper  amount  of  zeal  in  the  execution  of  their 
duties.  The  prison  rules  have  been  observed  by  them  (except 
in  some  few  cases,  which  have  been  dealt  with)  in  a  creditable 
manner;  and  there  has  not  been  a  report  for  intoxication  during 
the  past  twelve  months.  Two  warders  were  removed  from  the 
service  in  March  last  for  irregularity  in  their  quarters,  and  sub- 
sequent prevarication  and  untruth  when  questioned  on  the 
subject.  Beyond  this,  no  offence  of  a  grave  nature  has  been 
recorded  against  the  subordinate  officers  during  the  year. 

Conduct  Classification. — ^The  conduct  classification  continues 
to  work  well ;  and  I  have  found  in  it  a  very  powerful  incentive 
to  good  conduct  and  general  improvement.  The  anxiety  to 
obtain  good  marks  on  their  badges  for  conduct,  industry,  and 
school  attention,  exists  now,  if  any  thing,  to  a  greater  degree 
than  when  the  system  »vas  first  introduced;  and  after  an  ex- 
perience of  fourteen  months,  it  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that 
this  feeling  has  crained  ground,  at  least  as  regards  the  great 
inajority  of  the  pnsoners.  They  have  been  now  classified  since 
October,  1855 ;  therefore  this  favourable  result  cannot  be  said 
to  be  the  effect  of  the  introduction  of  a  novel  system,  but  rather 
that  the  men  have  (from  experience)  become  sensible  to  its 
advantages. 

Treatment  of  Prisoners — ^The  various  sentences  of  prisoners 
and  their  treatment  have  been  carried  out  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  piison  rules ;  no  unnecessary  severity  has  been  practised 
towards  them,  or  harshness  on  the  part  of  the  officers  permitted. 

Health. — ^The  health  of  the  prisoners  has  been  good,  generally; 
and  when  it  is  remembered  that  invalids  and  men  of  weak  con- 
stitution ai'e  drafted  to  this  from  other  prisons,  1  think  that 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  establishment  may  be  considered 
satisfiictory.  The  average  daily  number  in  hospital  for  the  past 
twelve  months,  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  in 
1855,  presents  a  favourable  contrast,  being  for  1855,  ninety; 
while  for  the  year  just  ended  the  daily  average  is  but  sixty-three ; 
the  deaths  for  the  same  period  amount  to  twenty-three,  and  the 
returns  for  1855  give  a  mortality  of  twenty-nine  for  that  year. 

Employment. — ^The  healthy  prisoners  are  employed  at  trades 
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and  building  works,  fatigue  work,  and  labour  on  tlie  grounds ;   Philipstown 
and  the  invalids  and  delicate  men,  convalescents,  &c.,  in  such      ^pSISw?**^ 
manner  as  directed  by  the  medical  officer,  either  oakum  or  coir        — - 
picking,  stocking  mending,  or  such  light  employment  as  is  found  ^^^' 
suitable  to  their  physical  capacity.     A  return  is  appended  giving 
the  average  number  of  healthy  prisoners  at  work  at  various  em- 
ployments during  the  past  year,  as  also  those  classed  as  non- 
effectives  for  the  same   period;    this  latter  includes  hospital, 
school  attendance,  punishments,  or  men  who,  for  various  reasons, 
are  altogether  exempt  from  work  under  medical  certificate. 

The  abstract  of  manufacturing  account  from  Ist  April,  being 
the  date  of  the  introduction  of  new  accounting  system  tmder 
this  head,  up  to  31st  ultimo,  and  the  Clerk  of  Works'  schedule 
for  the  year,  will  indicate  the  profit  arising  from  prisoners'  labour. 
Since  my  last  report  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been  executed 
in  the  trades'  departments,  and  also  in  the  erection  of  new,  and 
repairs  of  old  buildings;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
trades'  operations  have  not  been  long  on  an  extensive  footing, 
and  that  the  population  of  the  prison  has  been,  during  the  early 
portion  of  the  year,  to  a  great  extent  invalid,  I  trust  that  the 
profits  arising  from  prisoners'  labour  may  not  be  deemed  incon- 
siderable. A  manufactory  for  friezes,  flannels,  woollen  and 
cotton  stuffs,  has  now  been  established,  and  is  in  working  order; 
and  as  this  prison  is  in  ftiture  to  be  considered  the  principal 
depot  for  the  supply  of  all  kinds  of  clothing,  shoes,  boots,  &c., 
to  the  convict  service,  I  hope  that  the  coming  year  will  show 
still  more  satisfactory  results  fi'om  manufacturing  operations. 

Bui/dinf/fi. — Since  ray  last  Report  a  fidr  amount  of  work  has 
been  executed  under  this  head;  a  large  building,  comprising 
bakery,  laundry,  and  cooking-house,  has  been  erected,  and  is 
now  prepared  for  roofing,  the  timber  work  for  which  is  ready, 
and  some  of  it  fixed.  The  flagged  flooring  of  the  old  gaol  has 
been  removed,  at  considerable  labour,  and  timber  substituted, 
the  cells  altered,  and  large  rooms  converted  into  cellular  accom- 
modation ;  the  prison  heated  by  a  hot- water  apparatus ;  a  penal 
ward,  with  separate  yard  attached,  has  been  provided  apart 
from  the  remainder  of  the  prison,  warders'  hospital,  and  hospital 
warders'  quarters  established ;  shoemakers'  shop  extended,  and 
cutting-room  attached  thereto,  and  many  other  useful  works 
executed,  the  details  of  which  are  too  numerous  to  be  detailed 
here.  The  buildings  are  in  good  repair,  and  well  ventilated, 
requiring  little  beyond  the  usual  outlay  for  the  coming  year. 
While  on  the  subject  of  buildings  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
remark  that  work  of  this  nature  is  very  much  retarded  by  car- 
pentry not  keeping  pace  with  the  mason  work ;  this  is  caused 
by  the  absence  of  sufficient  skilled  labour  in  the  former  branch 
of  trade,  and  will,  I  fear,  be  at  all  times  a  very  great  difficulty 
in  the  way  of  the  expeditious  completion  of  any  extensive  builcl- 
ing  operation,  as  it  is  impossible  in  any  reasonable  time  to 
impart  to  a  prisoner  a  useful  amount  of  knowledge  of  this  busi- 
ness, or  make  him  an  efficient  workman.  Therefore,  in  order 
to  keep  the  works  going  with  advantage,  paid  men  should  be 
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Fnumowif  provided,  unless  convict  carpenters  can  be  drafted  in  from  other 
Prison,      prisons ;  and  I  fear  they  are  not  to  be  found,  at  least  in  sufficient 

fy'~        numbers,  in  the  prisons. 

Report^'  School, — ^The  progress  in   this   department  continues  satis- 

fiictory ;  the  prisoners  generally  manifest  a  desire  to  learn;  the 
majority  have  made  considerable  improvement,  and  their  atten- 
tion ancl  orderly  conduct  while  under  instniction  is  best  proved 
by  the  fiict,  that  for  the  past  twelve  months  there  have  been  but 
nine  reports  for  school  offences.  The  Head  Schoolmaster's 
Report  will,  of  course,  treat  fully  on  the  results  of  his  manage- 
ment; and  the  returns  appended  thereto  will  indicate  the  im- 
provement which  has  taken  place  in  his  department  for  the 
year. 

Discipline  and  Conduct  of  Prisoners. — I  can  report  the  prison 
discipline  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition ;  and  taking  into 
account  the  various  classes  confined  here,  as  also  the  numerous 
transfers  which  have  been  made,  the  prisoners*  conduct  has  been 
passably  good  for  the  past  year.  The  Defaulters'  Return  pre- 
sents a  marked  change  for  the  better,  as  compared  with  that  for 
1855,  both  in  reference  to  the  character  and  number  of  offences, 
the  return  for  1855  giving  775,  with  a  daily  average  of  344  in 
custody;  while  that  for  1856,  with  an  average  of  379,  shows 
but  305  punishments.  The  latter  presents  also  a  favourable  con- 
trast with  the  former,  in  respect  of  the  nature  of  the  class  of 
defaults  for  which  punishments  have  been  inflicted,  and  the 
absence  (except  in  one  case,  where  corporal  punishment  was 
inflicted)  of  assaults  on  prison  officers.  These  results  are  the  more 
remarkable  when  it  is  considered  that  during  the  year  just 
ended  144  of  the  best  conducted  convicts  were  removed  to  the 
prison  for  exemplars  in  Dublin,  while  those  who  have  replaced 
them  have  been  generally  of  a  mixed  class  as  regards  character, 
and  for  the  most  part  men  under  various  sentences  of  penal  ser- 
vitude, many  of  whom  are  exceedingly  ignorant,  vicious,  and 
ill- disposed,  not  inclined  to  improvement,  or  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantages  presented  by  a  reformatory  system  ;  in  &ct, 
only  to  be  ruled  by  stringent  discipline,  and  the  fear  of  severe 
punishment,  and  who  look  forward  only  to  the  expiration  of  their 
respective  sentences,  without  much  care  for  the  future,  or  giving 
attention  to  the  necessity  of  moral  reformation  so  often  pressed 
upon  them.  I  am  of  opinion  that  in  many  such  cases  this  heed- 
lessness is  caused  by  the  absence  of  some  sustaining  hope  ;  and 
this  opinion  is  formed  from  the  replies  given  by  men  when 
urging  on  them  the  ill  effects  of  a  continuance  in  vicious  and 
idle  propensities,  when  I  am  not  unfrequently  told  that  penal 
servitude  prisoners  have  notliing  to  look  forward  to  beyond 
discharge  on  completion  of  their  sentences ;  that  they  have  no 
hope  of  being  transfeiTed  to  an  exemplary  prison  to  work  out 
the  latter  few  months  of  their  time,  as  a  re^^^rd  for  steady  in- 
dustry and  good  prison  character ;  and  I  do  think  if  it  were 
practicable  to  hold  out  some  hope  of  an  ultimate  reward  for 
moral  improvement,  steady  appliance  to  industry,  and  strict 
observance  of  rule,  that  such  hope  would  be  an  important  ele- 
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tnent  in  the  reformation  of  many  young  men — I  may  almost  call  g"Mw«>wii 
them  hoys— under  penal  servitude  sentences,  and  that  the  hest      pkuon. 
results  would  follow  the  experiment  /x».,^,IIir 

No  accident  of  a  serious  nature  has  occurred  since  my  last  lu^ru  ' 
Report ;  an  assault  was  committed  hy  one  prisoner  on  another 
svith  a  large  stone,  from  the  effects  of  which  life  was  for  some 
time  endangered.  In  this  case  informations  were  taken  hy  a 
magistrate,  and  the  offender  sent  to  take  his  trial  at  the  ensumg 
issizes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he,  Gentlemen,  your  ohedient  servant, 

Francis  Hogreve,  Governor. 


I  certify  that  the  rules  of  this  prison  have  been  complied  with, 
ixcept  in  such  cases  as  have  been  reported  or  otherwise  dealt 
ivith. 

Fbawcis  Hoorevb,  Goiremor. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


EIeturn  of  the  Number  of  Convicts  committed  and  disposed  of 
from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1856. 


Number  in  custody  let  January,  1656, 
Received  from  Mountjoy  Prison,     . 
„  Newgate, 

„  Spike  Island,  • 

„  Cork  County  Gaol,  . 

„  Dundrum  Lunatic  Asylum, 

„  Maryborough  County  Gaol, 


211 

137 

112 

5 

1 
1 


308 


476 


Amoved  during  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1856— « 


784 


To  Smithfield  Exeraphtry  Prison, 

„   Spike  Island, 

„  Newgate, 

„  Mountjoy, 

„   Tullaraore  County  Gaol, 

„  Dundrum  Lunatic  As^'lum, 
Discharged, 

Discharged  on  Ticket*of-Licence, 
Died, 


Remaining  in  custody  31st  December,  1856, 

Effective,  .  . 

Noneffective,  including  School,  Hospital,  In- 
valids, and  under  Punishment, 

Highest  number  in  custody  during  the  year,     . 
Lowest,  „  .11 

Daily  average  number  in  Hospital, 


89 

71 

55 

10 

1 

5 

58 

1 

23 


313 

In 


35M50 
119-850 


-471 

476 

306 

63 

k2 
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Pbilipstown 

EUPLOTMBMT  BAILT  AYXIIAOBS. 

MONTHLY  AVESAGB  NUMBEl  OF 

gotb&iimbmt 
Pauom. 

Tailors,      . 

39-782 

PBI80NEB8  IN  CUSTODY. 

Shoemakers, 

37-711 

For  January,  . 

324-285 

Gortmw's 

Weavers  and  Winders, 

15-365 

„  Fcbruar}-, 

331-526 

Jteportt 

Tin-men,    . 

2-073 

„  March, 

•         •     t 

336-962 

Carpenters  and  Sjtwyers, 

14-644 

..  April, 

838-812 

Smiths, 

3-878 

„   May, 

336-46; 

Masons  and  Stonecutters 

14-654 

„  June, 

357-42t 

Painters,    . 

2-960 

>f  July, 

391-60S 

Labourers, 

88-078 

„   August, 

406-93C 

Fatigue  Work,  . 

18-712 

„   September 

428-07S 

Cooks, 

3-789 

„   October, 

413-433 

Pickbg  Oakum, 

6120 

„  November, 
„  December, 

424-681 
466-06C 

Daily  average  effective. 

• 

247-766 

„          non-effective, 

131-508 

Daily  Average, 

■ 

■ 

379-274 

379-274 

AGES  or  PRISONERS  IN  CUSTODY  ON 

PRESENT  AGES  OF  PBISONEBS  DT 

COMVICTION. 

CUSTODY. 

16  years  of  age  and  under, 

.    86 

16  years  of  age 

and  under. 

.     5 

20              „               over 

16, 

.  163 

20 

ovei 

16 

,     .  133 

25 

20, 

.     81 

25 

i» 

20 

,    .  130 

30 

25, 

.     52 

30 

9) 

25 

,    .    66 

85 

30. 

.     26 

35 

If 

30 

,    .    39 

40              „        .        „ 

35, 

.     17 

40 

»» 

35 

,    .    18 

45 

40. 

.     10 

45 

»1 

40 

,    .    20 

«o 

45. 

.     12 

50 

»» 

45 

,    .    14 

55             „               upwards 

.     24 

^ 

upwards,   .    25 

Total,        .        .471 


Jotal, 


471 


Prisoners'  Crimes. 


Murder, 

Conspiracy  to  Murder,    . 

Manslaughter, 

Shooting  at  and  Assaults  with 

Intent, 
Assault  and  Robberj*,      . 
Grievous  and  other  Assaults, 
Rape,     .... 
Highway  Robbery, 
Cow  Stealing, 
Sheep  Stealing, 
Horse  Stealing, 
Horse  Killing, 
Sacrilege, 
Ass  Stealing,  • 
Unlawful  Combination,  . 
Burglary  and  Robbery,  . 


1 
1 
4 

3 

11 

13 

2 

2 

26 

15 

4 

2 

3 

2 

2 

131 


Larceny,  .... 
Felony,  .... 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods, 
Bigamy,         .... 

Akoo, 

Obtaining  Money  under  False 
Pretences,  .... 
Forgery  and  Embezzlement,  . 
Coining,  .... 

Vaffrancy,  .... 
Writing  Threatening  Letter,  . 
Striking  Superior  Officer, 

Desertion 

Breaking  Out  of  Military  Prison, 

Total, 


IJI 
45 
24 

1 
10 

5 
5 
3 

1 
1 
1 


471 


Return  of  Prisoners'  Offences. 


Assaults  on  Prison  Officers, 
Mutinous  Conduct, 
Malicious  Accusation  agiins 

Officer, 
Assaults  on  Prisoners,     • 
Theft,    .        . 
Insubordination, 
Disobedience  and  Insolence, 


1 
1 

1 
21 
15 
35 
85 


46 


Disorderly  Conduct, 

Idleness,  jnalingering,  and  re- 
fusing to  work,    . 

Breaches  of  Prison  Rules  (slight 
offences),    ....     SO 


20 


Total, 


305 
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PBTUPfTOWK 
OOTBRNBUENT 

Prison. 

Officer** 
Report, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 

Philipstown  Convict  Prison, 
January  11,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  of 
this  prison  for  the  past  year,  during  wliicn  its  general  hygeian 
was  satisfectory.  No  epidemic  or  other  serious  illness  prevailed 
amongst  the  officers  or  prisoners. 

The  hospital  contained,  on  the  1st  of  January,  75  patients; 
in  the  course  of  the  year  the  admissions  into  hospital  num- 
bered 224,  thus  classified : 


Fever, 

Slight  febrile  attack, 

Djrsentery, 

Diarrhoea, 

Colica,    . 

Inflanunation  of  bowels, 

Hemorrhoids,  • 

Fistula  in  ano. 

Prolapsus  ani, . 

Gastritis, 

Tabes  mesenterica,    • 

Chronic  disease  of  liver, 

Ascites,   . 

Phthisis,  and  other  serious  dis 

eases  of  respiratory  organs. 
Influenza,        .        • 
Hssmoptysis,    . 
Oynanche  tonsilaris. 
Disease  of  heart. 
Scrofula, 


4 
25 
3 
8 
2 
1 
5 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
2 

35 
5 
5 
5 

1 
40 


Abscesses, 

Morbus  cox«, . 

Indolent  ulcers. 

Disease  of  knee-joint. 

General  debility. 

Paralysis, 

Ophthalmia,    . 

Retention  of  urine. 

Stricture  of  urethra. 

Orchitis, 

Erysipelas, 

Epilepsy, 

Acute  rheumatism, 

Fractures, 

Slight  wounds  and  spnuns, 

Injury  of  head, 

Paronychia,     . 

Otorrhoea, 


5 
5 
2 
5 
3 
4 

14 
3 
1 
2 
2 

10 
1 
2 
9 
1 
3 
1 

224 


Number  in  hospital,  Ist  January,  1856, 
Admitted  during  the  year, 


Total, 


75 
224 

299 


Discharged  cured  or  relieved, 228 

Died, 23 

251 

Eemained  in  Hospital,  3 Ist  December,  1856,         •        •  48 

The  following  table  shows — 

I.  The  monthhi  avemge  number  of  patients  in  hospital. 
11.  The  average,  under  same  head,  for  entire  year. 

Average  No.  in  Hospital. 

January,  .  .  .     76  258  July,  . 

February,  .  .  .    84  428  August, 

March,  .  .  .75129  September, 

April,  .  .  .69-183  October, 

May,  .  .  .     67*903  November, 

June,  .  .  .     66066  |  December, 


Average  No.  in  HospitaL 

.  62- 

.  57-709 

.  52-333 

.  53-645 

.  45-700 

.  44-548 


Average  number  of  hospital  inmates  for  entire  year,  62-962. 

The  prison  contained,  on  1st  Januar}%  1856,     . 
Admissions  during  year,         •        •        •        • 


Total, 


308  convicts. 
476       „ 

784 
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The  deatlis,  as  noticed  in  obituary,  resulted  from —  ^^^^^^^^^ 

Phthisis, 1 1  I  Tabes  mesenterioA,   ...       1       P»|8on. 

Scrofula, 4  ^  Paralysis,         .         .         .         .       1  Afedieal 

Inflammation  of  bowels,    .        •  1  i  Old  age  and  debility,        .         .      2  Officer't 

Dysentery,        .         .         .         .  2  <                                                        RepoH. 

Gastritis, 1  |              Total,    ....    23 

A  mortality  per  eentage  of  2-933  in  the  Invulid  Convict 
Depot  of  Ireland,  can  scarcely  be  deemed  extraordinary  when 
it  is  borne  in  mind  that  eleven  -prisoners,  who  died  within  the 
year,  were  admitted  into  hospital  directly  on  their  arrival  from 
other  prisons. 

The  casualties  of  the  year,  with  one  exception,  deserve  no 
particular  notice.  I  advert  to  the  case  of  William  Grible,  who, 
m  a  grievous  assault  by  a  fellow-prisoner,  received  a  severe 
wound  on  his  head,  accompanied  with  concussion  of  his  brain, 
and  other  symptoms  which,  at  fii*st,  threatened  to  become  very 
serious. 

Independent  of  my  ordinary  duties,  1  had  to  contend  with 
difficulties  not,  as  I  believe,  equally  the  lot  of  other  medical 
officers,  which,  if  unsurmounted,  must,  by  example,  have  mate- 
rially obstructed  the  administration  of  the  service.  These  are 
referable  to  the  following  heads : — 

T.  Feigned  Diseases. 
II.  Idiocy  and  Lunacy. 

I.  As  regards  **  feigned  diseases"  I  found,  on  my  assumption 
of  duty,  six  convicts  (amongst  ten  treated  and  observed  as 
epileptics),  viz.,  D.,  S.,  M*M.,  M.,  M'L.,  and  F.,  who  attracted 
my  immediate  attention,  and  raised  suspicions  that  were  fortified 
by  observing  the  regularity  with  which  they  simultaneously  and 
repeatedly  ''^hef/an  their  Jits''  during  my  visits  to  their  wards. 
Three  of  the  number,  D.,  S.,  and  M.,  carried  out  simulation  to 
an  extent  barely  credible,  yet  sufficient  to  impress  on  ordinary 
bjrstanders  a  belief  as  to  the  genuine  character  of  their  assumed 
disease.  They  invariably  selected,  for  the  display  of  their 
talents^  the  most  solemn  moments  of  Roman  Catholic  divine 
service,  never  failing,  on  such  occasions,  to  disturb  the  chaplain, 
and  to  create  general  confusion  in  the  congregation.  Their 
perseverance  seemed  likely  to  baffle  detection ;  however,  by  tlie 
application  of  caustic  stimulants,  chiefly  alcohol,  to  the  con- 
iunctiva,  by  continuous  observation,  and  by  other  means  not 
less  valuable,  I  succeeded  in  inducing  them  to  abandon  their 
useless  and  wicked  career.  D.  alone  presented  resistance ;  his 
"  fits'*  increased  in  frequency  and  ^dolence ;  he  assumed  loss  of 
speech ;  made  signs  for  his  clergyman,  as  if  in  a  dying  state. 
Still  he  finally  relented,  with  free  and  open  confession  of  his 
imposture,  in  the  practice  of  which  he  admitted  to  have  been 
trained,  from  infency,  by  his  mother,  a  strolling,  accomplished 
practitioner  in  the  *'  art"  at  "  fairs  and  markets."  None  of  tliose 
prisoners  have  reverted  to  their  schemes  after  an  interval  of 
several  months. 

I  have  dwelt,  perhaps,  too  much  on  this  form  of  malingering 
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PHiLiptrowR  practice ;  still,  as  I  know  it  to  be  most  deceitful  in  character, 

^PwsoN*'*^  and  difficult  to  detect,  I  consider  myself  bound  to  record  those 

. —         cases,  witli  their  results. 

Officer**  Here  I  may  be  permitted  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 

Heport,  cordial,  valuable,  and  unremitting  assistance  afforded  by  the 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplain,  by  the  Grovemor,  Deputy-Governor, 

Chief  and  other  Warders,  during  my  exertions  to  expose  those 

impostors. 

Five  prisoners,  D.,  R.,  D.,  K.,  and  R.,  presented  another  form 
of  feigned  disease,  as  "bed-ridden  patients."  These  were, 
without  the  slightest  grounds  to  warrant  their  pretended 
debility,  for  a  long  period  confined  almost  entirely  to  bed,  in 
hospital,  on  full  meat  diet,  with  extras.  To  sanction  such  abuse 
could  not  fail  to  encourage  its  extension ;  and,  although  I  expe- 
rienced much  annoyance  in  grappling  with  the  difficulty,  I  had 
the  satisfaction  of  removing  the  evu;  and  I  believe  that  my 
exertions  created  a  salutary  deterrent  effect  throughout  the 
prison. 

One  other  malingering  case  calls  for  a  few  remarks.  M.,  on 
his  arrival  in  this  prison  (June,  1856),  complained  of  diseased 
bladder,  accompanied  with  pain  and  swelling  in  the  region  of 
that  organ,  complaints,  according  lo  his  statement,  of  fo»y 
duration.  On  examination,  I  discovered  an  enlargement  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  which  presented  to  the  touch  a 
hardened,  immovable  tumor,  fully  as  large  as  the  head  of  a 
child  in  utero.  Finding  no  decrease  in  the  swelling,  after 
observation,  in  hospital,  for  some  time,  and  being  satisfied  that 
the  prisoner  was  free  from  disease  of  his  urinary  organs,  I 
determined  to  test  the  true  nature  of  the  abdominal  tume&ction. 
While  the  prisoner  lay  in  bed,  I  placed  my  hand  under  the 
lower  part  of  his  spine,  which  was  curved  to  an  extent  fully  equal 
to  the  effect  of  administered  strychnine.  On  removing  the  bed- 
clothes, I  observed  liis  thighs  crossed  in  a  remarkable  manner, 
and  I  was  struck  with  the  peculiar,  almost  convulsive  suppression 
of  his  breath.  Sudden  extension  of  his  lower  extremities 
reduced  the  spinal  curvature,  dispelled  the  tumor,  and  restored 
all  parts  to  their  normal  condition,  from  which  there  has  been 
no  subsequent  departure.  This  case  presented  a  genuine 
instance  of  well-practised  malingering,  the  failure  of  which  made 
an  undoubted  impression  on  tlie  prisoners  in  the  ward,  who 
witnessed  the  occurrence,  as  afterwards  well  known  through  the 
prison. 

II.  Idiocy,  Lunacy. 
Sensible  of  the  delicate  nature  of  the  subject,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  refer  to  the  number  of  convicts  who  are  and  have  been 
confined  in  this  prison,  labouring  under  symptoms  of  variation 
between  weak  intellect  and  dangerous  lunacy.  I  feel  the  great 
necessity  to  abstain  from  reporting  such  cases  until  continued 
surveillance  shall  remove  all  doubt.  I  agree  entirely  with  the 
opinion  that  a  medical  man  can  never  exercise  too  much  caution 
in  deciding  upon  doubtful  cases  of  mental  disease,  more  espe- 
oialiy  when  such  decision  may  involve  breach  oi  discipline,  with 
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consequent  punishment.    The  circumstances  of  alleged  insanity,  Philipotowic 
the  prohability  or  improbability  of  the  disease  being  assumed,     ^pSI^n?^ 

and   many   other   obvious   concomitants,  materially  assist  the        . 

diagnosis.  The  motives  for  simulating  insanity,  with  a  view  to  officer^t 
escape  the  consequences  of  crime,  cast  on  the  medical  examiner  RepoH, 
serious  responsibility,  as  immunity,  or  the  reverse,  must  depend 
on  his  opinion,  which  should  not  be  determined  by  any  single 
symptom ;  but  by  the  knowledge,  so  tar  as  such  case  can  be  ascer- 
tained, of  the  individual's  history,  moral,  intellectual,  and  physical. 
There  is  more  danger  of  supposing  insanity  to  be  simulated 
where  it  is  real,  than  of  supposing  that  to  be  real  which  is  only 
pretended.  No  disease  is  more  easily  feigned,  or  more  difficult 
to  detect.  The  higher  degrees  of  insanity  are,  in  general, 
distinctly  defined  in  their  characters,  and  leave  no  doubt  upon 
the  nature  of  the  affection.  Not  so  in  regard  to  many  of  the 
lower  modifications,  where  great  discretion  is  often  required  in 
judging  whether  the  conduct  of  an  individual  is  to  be  pronounced 
indicative  of  insanity. 

Strengthened  by  such  reasoning,  relying  on  my  own  practical 
experience,  and  guided  by  principles  of  Psychology  so  admirably 
adapted  to  ameliorate  symptoms  whicn,  commencing  with 
curable  weakness  of  intellect^  not  unfrequently  terminates  in 
dangerous  incurable  insaniti/,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring 
my  conviction  that  this  prison,  with  its  present  arrangements,  is 
entirely  unsuited  to  promote  the  curative  results  always  sought, 
and  repeatedly  gained,  in  regular  lunatic  asylums ;  but  not  to 
be  expected  from  the  occupiers  of  the  cells  (to  which  they 
are,  in  this  prison,  of  necessity  confined,  to  bar  the  dangers  of 
association),  where  depressing  passions  lead  to  bodily  inaction, 
with  inevitable  tendency  to  produce  gloominess  of  mind  and 
moroseness  of  temper ;  sad  contrasts  with  the  benefits  derived 
from  open  air  exercise,  and  other  asylum  appliances  which  pro- 
mote the  kindly  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  brighten  the  intellect 
with  inward  sunshine.  As  the  mind  acts  on  the  body,  so  does 
bodily  engagement  re-act  on  the  mind ;  thus  the  most  violent 
inmates  of  an  asylum,  and  tliose  outcasts  of  society — hardened 
criminals — are  often  guided  back  to  happy  associations,  to 
intellect,  and  morality,  by  being  fumishea  with  appropriate 
successions  of  objects  and  employments,  to  think  upon  and  to 
enjoy. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  record  my 
great  satisfaction  with  the  zeal  and  untiring  assiduity  evinced 
by  my  assistant,  Mr.  Henry  King,  in  the  discharge  of  liis  arduous 
duties.  His  advanced  professional  acf/uirements^comhmed  with 
gentlemanly,  unassuming  demeanour,  oflFer  strong  evidence  of 
his  present  value  in  the  public  service,  and  portend  success  in 
his  future  career. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
Maurice  CJobb,  m.d.,  f.r.o.s.i., 

Medical  Superintendent. 
The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 
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PROTESTANT  CHAPLAIFS  REPORT. 

Philipstown  Convict  Prison, 
January  5,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  your  desire,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  of  December,  1856. 

Having  in  my  last  detailed  at  some  lengtli  the  routine  of  my 
labours  in  the  prison,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  advert  to 
that  subject  now,  further  than  to  say,  that  the  same  almost  daily 
attendance  for  religious  worsliip,  and  the  same  careful  course  of 
catechetical  instruction  and  examination,  has  been  pursued. 

The  experience  of  another  year  lias  convinced  me  more 
and  more  of  the  value  of  moral  and  religious  instruction 
when  applied  to  the  prisoners,  and  of  the  benevolence  and 
wisdom  of  those  by  whom  it  has  been  provided  for  them. 
Human  language  cannot,  in  my  judgment,  overstate  its  advan- 
tages in  supplying  tliem  with  better  subjects  for  reflection,  in 
diverting  the  current  of  their  thoughts  from  its  noxious  channels, 
and  in  fertilizing  their  minds  for  the  production  of  those  virtues 
of  industry,  contentment,  and  self-reliance,  which  it  is  so  desirable 
to  find  amongst  them. 

The  system  of  moral  culture  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 
pursue  has  been  such  as  would  be  likely  to  inspire  them  with 
fruitfulness  of  resources,  to  invigorate  their  mmds,  and  give 
them  strength  of  intellect  and  force  of  purpose  to  resist  the 
manifold  temptations  which  will  be  placed  in  their  way.  At 
the  same  time,  in  instructing  the  convicts  I  have  laboured  to 
give  the  precepts  and  motives  suggested  by  revealed  religion 
and  the  study  of  God's  Word — that  high  position  to  which  they 
are  so  pre-eminently  entitled — "  Wherewitnal  shall  a  young  man 
cleanse  his  way  ?  By  taking  heed  thereto,  according  to  Thy 
word.** 

A  very  limited  acquaintance  with  these  prisoners  will  show- 
that  the  same  mode  of  treatment  will  not  answer  with  all,  but 
that  the  moral  culture  must  vary  with  the  individual  ;  and  the 
chaplain  will  readily  perceive  that  his  teaching  must  have  regard 
to  those  peculiar  biases  of  mind  by  which  one  prisoner  is  dis- 
tinguished ft'om  another.  With  a  view  to  this  he  must  indi- 
vidualize and  study  the  mental  character  of  each  of  them,  and 
thus  be  prej)ared  to  supply  the  appropriate  remedy  for  their 
moral  wants  and  necessities. 

The  conduct  6f  the  prisonei's  during  their  attendance  on 
divine  service  has  been  such  as  to  meet  my  approval.  Their 
demeanour  has  been  reverential,  and  the  answei's  which  1  liave 
received  fiom  many  of  them,  when  examined  on  the  subject  of 
my  discourses,  have  evinced  a  very  marked  attention  to  them. 
The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  has  been  administered  at 
least  four  times  a  year  in  the  prison  chapel.  This  has  been 
independent  of  the  other  occasions,  on  which  I  have  judged  it 
right  to  administer  it  in  the  hospital  to  dying  and  penitent 
communicants. 
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I  should  be  omitting  an  important  duty  if  I  did  not  acknow-  Philipstown 
ledge  here  my  sense  of  the  diligence  and  success  of  the  school-      pRiion. 
master;  and  I  cannot  but  regard  him  as  a  very  valuable  aux-         — 
iliary  in  promoting  the  mental  improvement  of  the  ])risoners.  citui^Ma 
If  tliis  department  had  been  committed  to  less  skilful  hands  my  Kei-oru 
difficulties  would  have  been  considerably  increased. 

It  is  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  cannot  learn 
that  anv  of  the  discharged  prisoners  who  had  been  under  my 
pastoral  care  have  been  re-committed  or  involved  in  any  fresh 
violation  of  the  law.  From  some  of  them  I  have  received 
letters,  since  their  departure  from  this,  breathing  the  warmest 
gratitude  for  the  care  and  consideration  shown  to  them  by  the 
authorities,  and  expressing  a  fixed  detennination,  for  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  to  pursue  that  path  of  rectitude  which 
had,  for  the  first  time,  been  revealed  to  them  here. 

It  is  true  that  in  commencing  his  labours  the  moral  and 
religious  instructor  will  find  the  minds  of  many  of  these  convicts 
to  be,  indeed,  a  moral  wilderness ;  but  when  he  shall  pursue  his 
onward  course,  undiscouraged  by  those  cases  of  ill  success  which 
will  occasionally  occui*,  and  which  will,  I  believe,  be  only  excep- 
tional, and  leaning  on  the  promised  aid  of  the  great  Lord  of  the 
harvest,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  great  measure  of  good  will  be 
accomplished,  and  that  the  seeds  thus  industriously  sown  will 
issue  in  the  most  precious  and  abundant  fruits. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  yoiur  obedient 
servant, 

William  Little,  Protestant  Chaplain. 


ROMAN  CATHOUO  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.  RomanCathBiic 

Chaplain's 

Philipstown,  Januaiy  20,  1857.      ^'P^'^' 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following 
report  for  the  year  1856. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the 
prisoners  under  my  spiritual  care  has  been,  on  the  whole,  during 
the  past  year,  satisfactory.  The  defaulters'  sheet  will  show  that 
the  recent  increase  of  convicts  in  this  prison  has  not  been  asso- 
ciated with  a  corresponding  increase  of  crime,  as  the  number  of 
punishments,  when  compared  with  those  of  last  year,  has 
decreased  by  considerably  more  tlian  one-half. 

In  an  official  letter  of  the  9th  ult,  forwarded  through  the 
Governor  to  the  Board  of  Directors,  I  stated  that  the  prison 
chapel  accommodation  was  too  limited  for  my  present  congre- 
gation. The  fetid  air,  in  consequence  genemted,  is  unfit  for 
respiration,  and  must  be  extremely  injurious,  in  a  sanitary  point 
of  view,  both  to  oflicers  and  convicts.  I  regret  to  say  that  no 
steps  have  been  taken  as  yet  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  following 
figures  will  show  that,  abstracting  altogether  from  the  question 
of  ventilation,  the  chapel  is  far  too  small  to  contain  my  present 
congregation. 
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FHiumowN  Total  number  of  Roman  Catholic  convicts  in  thia  prison 

P^N."*^  ^^  *^«  3l8t  December,  1856,           .            .            .429 

*  Catholic  officers,             .            .            .            .            .30 

RomamCatkolie  

Chaplam'i  Total,              .              .              .              .459 

Thus,  my  congregation,  consisting  of  451)  individuals,  would 
require  (allowing  four  superficial  feet  to  each),  for  the  purposes 
of  public  worship,  a  space  of  1,836  superficial  feet.     But  the 

J)resent  available  space  in  the  prison  chapel  is  1,230  superficial 
eet,  showing  a  deficiency  of  606  superficial  feet,  and  afibrding 
accommodation  for  only  307  out  of  a  congregation  of  459. 

The  sacrament  of  confirmation  was  administered  by  a  vene- 
rated bishoj),  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Walsh,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember last,  to  upwards  of  100  prisoners,  principally  juveniles, 
all  of  whom  appeared  imbued  with  sentiments  of  becoming 
reverence  for  the  sacrament  and  respect  for  its  minister. 

Notwithstanding  that  my  efforts  to  ameliorate  the  moral 
condition  of  the  prisoners  under  my  care  have  been  always 
unremitting  and  assiduous,  they  have  not  always  been  success- 
ful, but  have  been  in  some  instances  deprived  of  their  legitimate 
fruits  by  a  well  organized  and  systematic    simulation  on  the 

5 art  of  some  of  the  prisoners  of  epileptic  fits,  by  means  of  which 
ivine  service  and  religious  instruction  were  often  interrupted. 
Immunity  from  work  and  hospital  privileges  were  of  course  the 
objects  sought  to  be  attained.  I  find  by  a  reference  to  my  prison 
diary  that  one  of  those  })seudo-epileptics,  emboklened  by  success 
and  demoralized  by  habitual  deceit,  feigned  himself  in  extremis, 
and  sacrilegiously  received  the  last  rites  of  the  Church  at  the 
hands  of  one  of  my  reverend  assistants  on  the  night  of  the  9th 
of  April  last. 

The  discovery  of  the  deceit  and  detection  of  the  offender,  by 
the  present  medical  superintendent,  at  once  put  an  end  to  this 
growing  evil,  and  afford  an  additional  but  unnecessary  proof  of 
l)r.  Corr's  undoubted  professional  attainments.  .  In  this  instance, 
as  in  his  general  treatment  of  the  prisonei*s,  his  services  have 
been  characterized  by  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  school,  which  in  every  reformatory  institution  must  be 
looked  upon  as  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  in  creating  habits  of 
reflection,  industry,  and  self-reliance,  is  at  present  in  a  most 
efficient  state,  imder  the  able  and  judicious  management  of  the 
present  schoolmaster. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  conviction  that  the 
reformatory  system  now  in  operation  in  this  prison  is  develop- 
ing itself  satisfectorily . 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

P.  DoTLK,  R.  C.  Chaplain. 

The  Directors  of  Government  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle, 
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HEAD  SCHOOLMASTER'S  REPORT. 

Philipstown  Convict  Prison, 
January  12,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  witli  instructions  received,  I 
have  the  honour  to  submit  mv  report  on  the  school  in  con- 
nexion with  this  prison,  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1856. 

On  taking  charge  of  the  school,  in  February  last,  I  found 
242  prisoners  in  attendance.  These  were  divided  into  three 
classes,  consisting  of  juveniles  under  eighteen  years  of  age, 
adults  from  eighteen  to  thirty  years  of  age,  and  prisoners  over 
thirty  years  of  age.  During  the  second  week  of  March  I 
examined  them  individually,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  extent  of 
their  capacities  and  acquirements.  I  also  examined  them  during 
the  third  week  of  December.  The  following  tables  show  the 
state  of  the  school,  at  both  these  periods,  in  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic. 

The  great  majority  of  the  prisoners  in  the  First  and  Second 
Book  of  Lessons  are  old  men,  forty-five  years  and  upwards, 
nearly  all  of  whom  have  learned  all  they  know  of  reading  since 
they  became  inmates  of  the  convict  prisons.  The  prisoners  in 
the  other  reading  classes  have,  generally  speaking,  advanced 
from  the  lower  to  the  higher  classes  during  their  time  of  impri- 
sonment. In  geography  and  grammar,  which  are  taught  both  by 
lecture  and  from  tiie  class-books,  their  progress  has  far  exceeded 
my  expectations. 
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Table  showing  the  State  of  the  School. 

,  Second  Week  of  March,  1856. 

Third  Week  of  Dec.  1856. 

i.z:  *"-'«'■  ^1  ^'^- 

iul  --^^-'  Sll 

Total. 

Reading — 
First  Book,    . 
Second  Book, 
Sequel, 

Third  Book,  .        . 
Fourth  Book, 

9 
11 

21 
19 

16 
31 

34 
26 

30 
13 

20 
18 

55 

55 

75 
57 

1 

4 

5 

19 

16 

14       44 
25  1     20 
50  !     21 
45  :     41 
55  :     40 

59 

49 

76 

105 

HI 

Total,       . 

54  i  107 

81 

242 

45 

189  !  166 

400 

Writing— 
On  Paper,     . 
On  Slates, 

23 
31 

40 
67 

28 
53 

91 
151 

40 
5 

1 

131   i     84 

58  ;     82 

255 
145 

Arithmetic — 
Tables. 
Simple  Rules, 
Compound  Rules,  . 
Proportion,    . 
Practice  and  above, 

40 
5 
2 
3 
4 

47 

45 

6 

4 

5 

45 

28 
5 

1 
2 

132 

78 

13 

8 

11 

5 

21 

5 

2 

12 

51 
80 
22 
11 
25 

44 
83 
11 
9 
19 

100 

184 

38 

22 

56 

Total,       . 

54 

107 

81 

422 

45 

189 

166 

400 
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PniLiRsTowN       During  the  gi'cater  part  of  the  year  the  school  opened  at  half- 
*^PRisofL^^  past  eight  o'clock,  until  the  shortness  of  the  mornings  prevented 

It  from  being  opened  sooner  than  nine;  and  ktterly  half-past 

natu^sH^ort.  ^^"^®  o'clock,  and  closed  at  four,  affording  from  six  and  a-half 
to  five  and  a-half  hours'  instruction  daily.  This  time  has  been 
divided  so  as  to  afford  as  much  as  possible  to  the  least  advanced 
classes.  The  juveniles  received  two  hours  instruction  daily 
for  five  days  in  the  week ;  the  third  and  fourth  classes  of  adults, 
two  hours  on  three  days  of  the  week ;  first,  second,  and  sequel 
classes  of  adults,  two  hours,  on  four  days  of  the  week ;  third 
and  fourth  classes  of  old  men,  six  hours  in  the  week.  This 
division  of  time  continued  until  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
August,  when,  owing  to  the  overcrowded  state  of  the  school, 
it  was  deemed  expedient  to  admit  only  one  class  at  a  time, 
giving  only  one  hour's  instruction  instead  of  two  to  each  of  the 
classes  as  formerly,  with  the  exception  of  the  juveniles,  whose 
time  at  school  remains  unchanged. 

Under  the  present  arrangement  the  school-room  and  other 
appliances  at  mv  disposal  are  fully  adequate  to  the  requirements 
of  the  school,  ^he  excellent  maps  and  the  illustrations  of  natural 
history  afford  ample  means  for  giving  instruction  on  these  usefiil 
subjects.  The  books  and  other  requisites,  which  are  regularly 
supplied  to  the  prisoners  in  their  cells  for  self-instruction,  have 
been  productive  of  very  beneficial  results. 

I  am  happy  to  be  enabled  to  state  that,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, a  desire  for  improvement  in  knowledge  has  become  a 
prominent  characteristic  of  the  prisoners  under  my  charge ;  that 
they  have  been  docile,  tractable,  and  attentive  to  the  studies 
prescribed  for  them.  Their  conduct  and  demeanour  in  the 
school  have   been  uniformly  good.      Only  in  nine  cases  has 

Cunishment  been  called  for  during  the  last  eleven  months.  I 
ave  found  appealing  to  the  better  portions  of  their  nature, 
treating  them  with  kindness,  but  at  the  same  time  with  finn- 
ness,  to  be  very  important  elements  in  humanizing  them. 

The  salutary  effects  of  prison  discipline,  their  proficiency  in 
secular  knowledfije  combined  with  industrial  training,  and  the 
influence  of  religion  brought  to  bear  on  them  by  their  chaplains, 
will  have  so  modified  their  characters,  that  I  entertain  sanguine 
hopes  that  the  great  majority  of  them  will  become  good  and 
useful  menibei's  of  society  when  they  are  again  restored  to 
liberty. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  bound  to  express  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  valuable  assistance  afforded  me  by  the 
Governor,  Deputy-Governor,  and  Chief  Warder,  in  carrying 
out  my  views  in  the  school,  and  for  the  kindness  shown  to  me 
since  I  became  an  officer  in  the  convict  service. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

Patrick  Farrelly,  Head  Schoolmaster. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 
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GRANGEGORMAN  FEMALE  DEPOT. 


GOVERNOR'S  REPORT. 

Grangegorman  Convict  Prison, 

Dublin,  10th  January,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual 
Report  of  this  prison  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1856. 


GRANOiaOR- 
MAN  FbMALS 

Dbpot. 
Gcvertuyr's 


In  coatody,  Ist  Januar}-,  1856, 
Received  during  the  year, 

• 

CoDTlota. 

259 

47 

Children. 

25 

2 

ConTleU 

Sent  to  St.  Vincent's  Refwrnatory,       .      46 

„      »•  The  Shelter,"              .            .        5 

„      Cork  Female  Prison,     .            .16 

Died,     .            .            .            .            .5 

Dbcharged,       .            .            •            .33 

306 
Childran. 

12 
3 
—       105 

27 
15 

In  custody,  Slst  December,  1856, 

Under  sentence  of  Transportation  for — 
Life,  .... 
15  years, 
14      „ 

10      „ 

7     „           •           •           • 

7 

7 

2 

39 

44 

201 

12 

Total. 
Under  sentence  of  Penal  Servitude  for — 
10  years, 
8      „ 
6     „ 
4      „           . 

99 

1 
1 

11 
89 

Total  in  custody,    . 

201 

12 

1  certify  that  tlie  rules  laid  down  for  the  government  of  the 
prison  have  been  complied  with  in  every  instance,  except  in  such 
cases  as  have  been  distinctly  reported  to,  or  brought  under  the 
notice  of,  a  Director. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers,  as  you  are  aware  from  tlie  quarterly 
reports  which  you  receive  on  the  subject,  has  been  most  satis- 
fiictory,  not  even  so  much  as  a  single  fine  having  been  inflicted 
during  the  past  year. 

The  attendance  of  the  non-resident  officers  has  been  highly 
gratifying ;  the  zeal  and  efficiency,  too,  with  which  they  have 
dischargod  the  very  important  duties  which  devolve  upon  them, 
prove  how  anxious  is  their  desire  for  the  welfiire  of  the  inmates 
committed  to  their  charge. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison  continues  in  the  same 
wholesome  and  perfect  state  in  which  it  has  hitherto  existed. 

The  health  ofthe  prisoners  during  the  last  twelve  montfis  has, 
thanks  to  Divine  Providence,  been  good,  but  five  having  died. 
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and  these  in  a  ffreat  measure  were  broken  down  in  constitution 
and  predisposed  for  almost  any  disease  previously  to  their  com- 
mittal. 

The  hospital,  under  the  care  of  Miss  Ryan,  is  in  the  same 
state  of  efficiency  and  cleanliness  for  which  it  has  been  re- 
markable. 

Industrial  training  has  been  very  successfully  carried  out,  and 
the  progress  of  the  prisoners  in  the  various  classes  is  a  clear 
index  to  their  anxiety  for  improvement. 

The  school,  under  the  management  of  that  efficient  officer. 
Miss  Denvir,  is  producing  the  fruits  that  were  anticipated  from 
it  when  imder  the  National  Board  of  Education.  The  convicts 
now  know  the  benefits  of  literary  instruction,  and  are  most 
grateful  for  the  benefits  which  this  department  confers  upon  them. 

Moral  training,  being  a  paramount  consideration,  is  strictly 
attended  to. 

The  classification  badges  and  discipline  of  the  prisoners,  which 
have  produced  such  good  effects,  are,  I  presume,  referred  to  in 
the  Report  of  the  Superintendent,  to  whom  they  more  inmie- 
diately  belong. 

I  have  the  nonour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  L.  Synnott,  Governor. 
The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


Supermtmidenes  SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

Grangegorman  Convict  Prison, 
Ist  January,  1857. 

Gentlemen^ — ^In  accordance  with  your  order,  I  beg  respect- 
fully to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1856 ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  observe,  that  with  us  it  has  not 
been  marked  by  any  remarkable  occurrences. 

The  system  of  discipline,  &c.,  commenced  in  1855,  has  been 
steadily  carried  on  throughout  the  past  year,  and  has  still  been 
found  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  pnsoners  better  than  when  no 
stated  marks  approved  or  disapproved  the  same. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  convicts  at  present  in  this 
prison,  admits  of  those  lately  convicted  being  placed  in  separate 
confinement,  and  remaining  there  during  me  entire  period  of 
their  probation,  four  months  at  least.  Out  of  259  female  con- 
victs here  on  the  1st  January,  1856,  forty-eight  have  been  dis- 
charged on  free  pardon,  having  served  four  years  out  of  their 
sentence  of  seven  years'  transportation,  five  have  been  sent  to 
the  Protestant  Shelter,  and  thirty-four  have  been  removed  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  Reformatory,  Golden  Bridge. 

Of  the  total  number  discharged,  two  only,  that  I  am  aware  of, 
have  returned  to  their  former  course  of  life — one  of  them  met 
with  an  untimely  death,  the  other  is  at  present  a  pati^it  in  the 
city  hospital  of  this  prison,  suffering  from  symptonos  of  con- 
smnption. 
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Of  those  sent  to  the  reformatories,  the  most  satisfectory  c^RANOBooR- 
accounts  have  been  received  of  their  good  conduct  and  industry.       oxpot. 
Thence,  many  have  been  placed  in  situations  where  they  are  ^T7'\ 
respectably  and  honestly  earning  their  livelihood :  others  have  R^^^t^^' 
been  sent  home  to  friends  wilhng  to  receive  them,  and  no  in- 
stance has  occurred,  to  my  knowledge,  of  any  of  these  going 
astray. 

In  preparing  the  convicts  for  useful  domestic  employments, 
they  are  instructed  in  classes  in  needlework,  and  then  in  rota- 
tion are  taught  washing,  cleaning,  and  cooking,  as  &r  as  the 
limits  of  a  prison  will  admit. 

The  number  of  convict  children  is  very  much  reduced,  soon 
the  infimts  only  will  be  left.  This  is  most  desirable,  as  children 
are  a  great  detriment  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  and  it  is 
most  injurious  for  them. 

In  forwarding  Miss  Denvir's  Report  on  the  school  department, 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  my  strongest  testimony  to  her 
untiring  exertions,  zeal,  and  efficiency. 

I  am  also  happy  to  report  that  all  the  female  officers  have 
evinced  the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  best  interests  of  the  pri- 
soners. Two  of  the  senior  matrons  have  been  promoted  to  a 
higher  position  in  Newgate  Female  Convict  Prison ;  their  places 
are  now  occupied  by  others,  of  whom  I  have  no  doubt  to  be 
able  to  report  favourably. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Marian  Rawlins,  Superintendent. 

The  Directors  of  Convict 
Prisons,  &c.,  &c. 


Grangegorman  Female  Convict  Prison, 
12th  February,  1857. 
I  hereby  certify  and  solemnly  declare,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge and  belief,  that  the  rules  laid  down  for  the  government  of 
this  prison  have  been  complied  with  in  every  instance  during 
the  year  1856,  except  in  such  cases  as  had  been  distinctly 
reported  to,  or  brought  under  the  notice  of,  a  Director. 

Marian  Rawlins,  Superintendent. 


SURGEON'S  REPORT. 

13,  Hume-street, 
7th  February,  1857. 
Gentlemen, — In  conformity  with  your  desire,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  past  year,  1856,  in  relation 
to  the  surgical  department  of  the  Richmond  Female  Gk)vem- 
ment  Prison.  For  the  object  of  conciseness  I  use  a  tabular  form 
recording  the  diseases  treated;  although  a  classified  arrange- 
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GRiNosaoR-  ment  is  considerably  departed  from,  I  trust*  it  will  be  found 
''^Detot!"  sufficiently  clear  for  reference. 


Surgeon*$ 
Report, 


ScrofulouB  diseases  in  various 
organs  and  structures,  . 

Erysipelas  abscess  —  diseased 
ankle  joint,   • 

Svphilitic  diseases,  secondary, 

"dicers,  anthi*ax,  bums, 

Spinal  disease,  .  . 

O  varian  disease. 

Dropsy,    . 

Porrigo,    . 

Olitis  ophthalmia, 

Fracture — ^hand, 

Skin  diseases,    . 


12 

6 
3 

4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
4 


Malingers,  factitious  sores,  •  4 

Total  adults,  .  41 

CHILDRBV. 

Syphilitic  psoriasis*    ...  1 

Syphilitic  ophthalmia,        .  •  1 

Skm  diseases,    .        .        .  •  3 

Spinal  disease,  .        •        .  •  1 

Scrofulous  ankle  jcunt,       .  .  1 

Total  interns,     .  •  4S 

Extems,     .        .  .17 


1  have  to  observe  that  the  various  modifications  of  scrofulous 
dtkease  still  continues  to  predominate.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
tliat  wherever  the  strumous  disposition  exists,  it  becomes  deve- 
loped under  the  un&vourable  influence  of  long  confinement  and 
indolent  habits,  which  it  is  difficult,  in  most  instances,  to  correct 
within  the  walls  of  a  prison. 

The  most  remarkable  case  occurring  in  the  past  year  is  that 
of  E.  D.,  admitted  into  hospital  for  a  complicated  form  of  ova- 
rian disease.  In  this  instance  there  has  oeen  an  unexpected 
amount  of  amendment,  but  I  consider,  her  condition  to  be  still 
precarious. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

Alexander  Read, 
Surgeon  to  the  Richmond 
To  the  Directors  of  &ovemment  Prison. 

Government  Prisons. 


Medical 
Officei't  Report, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 

45,  Mountjoy-square, 
January,  1857. 
Gentlemen, — I  have  again  the  pleasing  duty  of  giving  a 
very  favourable  report  of  the   sanitary  state  of*  the  Grange- 
gorman  Government  Prison  during  the  past  year. 

Remaining  in  Hospital  under  my  care,  1st  January,  1856,     .        5 
Received  during  tne  year,      .....     163 

Total,  •  .  .  ."TS 

Ofthese  have  been  discharged,  .        •  .  .  .155 

Died. 4 

Remaining  in  Hospital,  31  St  December,  1856,  .  .        9 

Total,  ....     168 
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Daily  Average  Number  of  Sick  for  five  years  ending 
31st  December,  1856. 


1852. 

1863. 

18 

M. 

Estonia. 

1855. 

1856. 

Intonu. 

Eztenu. 

Intenu. 

Extonu 

Interna. 

Interna. 

Extrma. 

Interna. 

'Externa. 

January, 

12-71 

2-00 

14-74 

4-03 

13-29 

5-74 

8-61 

5-51  !     8-38 

4-00 

Februar)',  .  . 

1514 

4-37 

1603 

4-90 

2307 

6-92 

12-18 

5  82!     8-34 

4-48 

March, 

1400 

6-30 

1400 

7-00 

14-61 

6-39 

14-39 

4-13     10-00 

4-89 

April,  . 

1303 

5-37 

16-46 

5-87 

11-43 

5-86 

13-30 

4-88     10-26 

5-16 

May,    .        . 

11 -oo 

3-94 

15-00 

7-00 

12-70 

619 

11-26 

5-29;  11-90 

5-16 

June,    . 

900 

4-59 

14-30 

8-23 

10-36 

6-00 

10-80 

5-80 

11-76 

5-13 

July.     .        . 

13-45 

6-61 

1203 

8-23 

11-54 

6-35 

12-10 

5-32 

8-51 

4-80 

August, 

15-42 

9-20 

6-52 

5-60 

13-54 

7-22 

10^41 

5-32 

8-25 

5-22 

September,   . 

13-93 

6-70 

8-80 

5-43 

1516 

7-00 

8-73 

4-97,     9-13 

4-36 

October, 

16-64 

5-30 

10-39 

4-71 

14-54 

8-61 

9-03 

4-90 1     9-45 

512 

November,    . 

13-46 

4-03 

11-86 

3-45 

11-66 

0-00 

10-00 

5-03 

8-73 

0-08 

December,    . 

14-42 

4-58 

11-32 

5-42 

12-38 

6-09 

8-35 

4-58 

7-45 

4-12 

Average  each 

" 

year, 

13-51 

5-25 

12-62 

5-82 

13-69 

6-58 

10-73 

512      9-34 

4  33 

Total  No.  ot 

i 

Admissions 

to  Hospital, 

137 

127 

159 

189 

163 

Diseases  of  those  admitted  to  Medical  Wai'ds  during  the  year. 


Ascites  and  Anasarca, 

Bronchitis  and  other  pulmonary  complaints, 

Cephalalgia,  .... 

Convulsions,  ... 

Dlarrhcea  and  Dysenter}',  .    . 

Dentitio,    .  .  . 

Diseases  of  Stomach,  Liver,  Bowels,  and  Kidneys 

Debilitas,  ..... 

Epilepsia  and  Hysteria,    . 

Exanthemata,       .... 

Erysipelas,  .  .  .  • 

Fever,       ..... 

Hydrocephalus,     .       "     .       *     . 

Intis  and  other  affections  of  the  eye. 

Malingering,         .       ■     .  .        •    . 

Eheuuiatism  and  Neuralgia, 

Uterine  Complaints. 

Hospital  Nurses  and  Assistants, 

Total  admitted  during  the  year, 


5 

30 

6 

4 

15 

3 

10 

10 

11 

20 

3 

6 

4 

5 

6 

16 

6 

3 

163 


Particulars  of  the  four  fetal  cases  during  the  Year. 


Name. 


When  rpoeived 
into  Prison. 


Conrietod. 


Whorr. 


When. 


When  rocf  ired 
into  Hospital. 


When  Died.' 


Canseof 
Drath. 


M.C. 
M.  B., 
M.W. 
M.C., 


I  I  I  I      l«o(). 

March  %  1853,  29  ;  Kerry  county,     Jan.     5,  1853, ,  Aug.  30, 1853,    April    19, 
Feb.    24,     „      -28    Limerick  city,        „      10,     .,      I  Mar.  24,1856,  '  March  31 


June  29, 1852,  28  I  Galvay  co. 
„      3,  1853,  68    Antrim, 


June  17, 18.52, ,  Feb.  22. 
'April  11, 1853,    Aug.  18,    ,, 


I  July 
i3ept. 


Phthisis. 

Liver  Disease. 
Phthisis. 
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GsAiraBGOE-       The  freedom  which  this  prison  has  enjoyed  from  attacks  of 
"^EPOTN**  epidemic  disease,  not  only  dnring  the  past  year,  but  for  the 
, —        preceding  three  years,  is  as  remarkable  as  it  is  satis&ctory.     I 
(^i^jleport.  ^^y^  before  alluded  to  the  undoubted  healthiness  of  the  site  of 
this  buUding,  and  the  system  of  exercise  and  the  excellent  dietary 
in  use.     Having  on  former  occasions  mentioned  my  approval  of 
the  sanitary  improvement  carried   out  in   this  prison  by  the 
Board  of  Supermtendence,  in  conjunction  with  the  Directors, 
it  is  not  now  necessary  that  I  should  do  more  than  repeat  that 
thd  cleansing  and  re-construction  of  the  prison  sewers,  the  erec- 
tion of  a  filtering  apparatus  on  a  new  and  excellent  principle, 
by  means  of  which  the  convicts  now  receive  an  unlimited 
supply  of  water  freed  from  the  impurities  with  which  it  had 
been  previously  loaded,  have  contriouted  much  to  the  present 
healthy  state  of  the  prison.    The  attention  and  kindness  of  the 
several  officers  to  the  convicts  placed  under  their  charge,  should 
not  be  omitted  by  me  in  enumerating  the  causes  of  the  comfort 
and  health  which  these  poor  women  enjoy ;  and  the  absence  of 
all  severity,  unless  in  e^^ceptional  cases,  has,  in  my  opinion,  con- 
tributed not  only  to  their  reformation  and  the  better  discipline 
of  the  prison,  but  also  to  improve  its  sanitary  condition.     I  nave 
not  had  sufficient  experience  to  speak  of  the  general  efiects  of 
the  separate  system,  which  is  as  yet  but  partiaUy  carried  out  in 
this  prison,  being  confined  to  those  under  probation  and  punish- 
ment.    I  am  not  aware  that  any  evil  results  have  as  yet  sprung 
from  it     I  would  say  that  prisoners  subject  to  this  punishment 
should  be  exposed  to  constant  surveillance,  and  at  once  removed 
to  an  open  class  when  the  depressing  efiects  of  that  peculiar 
mode  of  punishment  become  apparent.      The  usual  period  of 
four  months'  probation  on  committal,  during  which  this  mode 
of  confinement  is  adopted,  does  not  seem  to  cause  any  great 
degree  of  depression ;    but  in  one  instance  where  it  has  been 
much  longer  prolonged,  I  at  first  observed  considerable  prostra- 
tion, mental  and  physical,  which  in  time,  however,  wore  off.     In 
this  case,  however,  the  depressing  effects  could  be  otherwise 
accounted  for,  murder  being  the  crime  for  which  the  prisoner 
was  convicted.     I  shall  contmue  to  watch  closely  the  effects  of 
this  punishment,  it  being  the  intention  to  adopt  the  separate 
system  generalljr  in  the  prison  at  present  in  course  of  erection 
for  female  convicts,  and  nope  to  be  prepared,  on  its  completion, 
to  recommend  such  modification  in  carrying  it  out  as  may, 
without  interfering  with  its  efficacy,  prevent  injurious  effects, 
mental  or  physical,  resulting  to  the  prisoner. 

There  is  a  class  amongst  tne  convicts  with  whom  I  find  it  very 
difficult  to  deal.  I  allude  to  those  who,  though  they  cannot 
be  pronounced  actually  insane,  are  of  such  defective  mental 
organization  as  to  render  them,  in  my  opinion,  not  wholly 
responsible  for  the  violence  and  excitement  which  they  too 
often  exhibit.  Of  this  class,  there  are  about  six  at  present  in 
the  prison^  two  or  three  of  whom  require  restraint  and  occasional 
separation. 
On  looking  over  the  tables  which  accompany  this  Report,  it 
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will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  decrease  from  last  year  in  the  Grawokgo*. 
number  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year,  and  also  in  the  "^rtoorf* 
dailjr  average  number  of  sick  in  hospital.  The  class  of  cases  .— 
admitted  to  the  hospital  were  of  the  ordinary  character;  and  the  c^^ 
only  affection  at  all  approaching  the  character  of  an  epidemic 
was  that  of  measles,  which  is  classed  under  the  "  Exanthemata," 
and  with  which,  I  believe,  all  the  convict  children  were 
attacked,  some  of  them  very  severely.  The  cases  of  fever,  it 
will  be  seen,  were  few,  and  for  the  most  part  progressed  favour- 
ably. The  number  of  deaths  in  the  medical  wards  was  four, 
being  the  same  as  last  year,  and  presented  nothing  unusual  as 
to  the  causes  of  death. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  thing  further  requiring  notice  on 
my  part.^ 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

AwLY  Banon, 

Medical  Superintendent  of  Female  Convicts. 

The  Chairman  and  Directors 

Government  Prisons,  &c.,  &c. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.  Chapiam', 

JUpoH. 

Granj^efforman  Government  Prison, 
Dublin,  January  17,  1857. 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  committed  to  my  care  in 
Grangegorman  Government  Prison  has  been,  on  tne  whole, 
satis&ctory  during  the  past  year.  The  greater  number  of  them 
are  now  communicants,  and  of  these  I  have  some  reason  to  hope 
favourably. 

The  pnsoners  continue  to  make  good  nrogress  in  reading  and 
writing;  and  as  I  have  visited  the  school  frequently  during  the 
year,  I  feel  bound  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  efficiency 
of  the  mistress,  as  well  as  to  her  success  in  interesting  the  pri- 
soners m  her  instructions. 

William  Maturin,  Chaplain. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons. 


ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.  RammCaOiotic 

Chaplam*i 

Grangegorman  Government  Prison,  ^^^P<^' 
February  13,  1857. 
Gentlemen, — I  have  been  so  short  a  time  (since  last  Novem- 
ber only)  Chaplain  of  the  Grangegorman  Convict  Prison  that 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  you  as  full  and  satisfiEu^tory  report 
as  is  desirable.  However,  I  feel  great  pleasure  in  bearing  tes* 
timony,  from  what  I  have  witnessed,  to  the  observance  of  the 
rules  and  discipline  of  the  prison  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
as  well  as  to  the  cenerally  good  conduct  and  attention  to  their 
religious^  duties,  of  the  prisoners  under  my  charge. 
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GRAijoioom-       I  feel,  indeed,  very  great  satisfiiction  in  the  discharge  of  my 
Dipot!*'*  duty  towards  them,  as  they  appear  to  appreciate  the  religious 
— '     ,  instraction  they  receive,  aiid  tlie  efforts  that  are  made  for  their 
aH^l^^^  spiritual  improvement. 

H^aoru  Those  wno  have  been  discharged  from  the  prison  since   1 

became  connected  with  it  have  left,  apparently,  in  very  excellent 
dispositions — anxious  to  lead  a  good  life,  and  earn  their  bread 
honestly  in  future ;  and  I  have  but  little  doubt  that  they  will  do 
so,  provided  they  get  some  employment,  or  means  of  sul^istence. 

But  we  must  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  tliose  poor  creatures 
who,  at  the  termination  of  their  imprisonment,  are  cast  homeless 
and  friendless  on  the  world,  and  exposed  to  all  the  temptations  of 
poverty  and  misery,  should  relapse  mto  crime,  and  become  again 
the  inmates  of  a  prison.  There  is  no  class  of  prisoners  more- 
deserving  of  sympathy  and  aid  than  those  who,  truly  |)enitent  for 
the  past,  are  most  anxious,  by  their  future  ^ood  conduct,  to  redeem 
their  lost  character,  and  be  admitted  agam  into  society. 

With  respect  to  the  discipline  of  the  prison,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  strongly  urging  the  propriety  of  having  the  cells  lighted,  so 
that  the  prisoners  might  spend  more  time  in  useful  employment 
than  they  do  under  the  present  system,  whereby  they  are 
lockeil  in  from  dusk  till  about  seven  o'clock  next  morning,  with 
nothing  whatever  to  do  but  sleep  or  pass  their  tedious  hours  in 
idle,  if  not  immoml,  conversation.  This  is  an  evil  which  cannot 
be  remedied  too  soon. 

Again,  1  would  suggest  a  better  classification  of  the  prisoners, 
so  that  tlie  very  vicious  and  unruly  may  be  kept  separate  from 
those  who  are  not  so  depmved,  and  who  are  anxious  to  reform 
their  lives.  One  disorderly  member  is  enough  to  disturb  and 
check  the  improvement  of  an  entire  class. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  expressing  my  obligations  to  the 
Governor  and  other  officers  of  tlie  prison  for  their  uniform 
civility,  and  theu*  kind  assistance  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duties ;  and  begging  that  you  will  accept  my  at)ology  for  this 
very  brief  report,  1  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Greutlemen, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Edmond  Scully,  Catholic  Chaplain. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons. 


/v^^tenoi.  PRESBYTEEIAN  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

Ji«port.  Blackhall-street,  January  19,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — ^In  sending  you  a  report  of  the  female  convicts 
in  Grangegorman  Prison  under  my  care  for  the  year  1856, 
I  have. nothing  particular  to  mention,  except  that  they  liave,  in 

feneral,  been  well  conducted,  and  are  making  progress  in  their 
nowledge  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  One  of  them  who  came 
into  the  prison  about  a  year  since  was,  for  some  time,  trouble- 
some, but  has  greatly  improved  in  temper  and  in  conduct. 
Another,  who  was  guilty  of  a  capital  offence,  has,  since  she  came 
into  prison,  last  May,  conducted  herself  in  a  very  satisfactory 
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mauncr,  and  has  given  evidence,  so  fer  as  I  can  judge,  of  being  QRANOBooa. 
a  true  penitent.  "^Dew^ 


Presbvteriun 
ChaptavtCs 


I  remain,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  Simpson,  Presbyterian  Chaplain, 

Grangegorman  Prison,  Dublin.      /P^wi 
To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 


SCHOOL  MATRON'S  REPORT.  Sdcci  Mainm^t 

Gmngegorman,  January  3,  1857.        *     ' 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  with  directions  received,  that  a 
report  on  the  stiite  of  the  convict  school  under  my  care  should 
be  furnished,  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  submit  the  follo^ving. 

During  the  past  year  208  prisoners  were  committed  to  my 
charge,  and  lam  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  they  have  evinced 
a  desire  to  improve  themselves  in  the  different  branches  taught. 
Many  have  made  respectable  progress,  considering  their  advanced 
age,  and  their  attendance  in  school  only  six  hours  each  week. 

The  system  of  instruction  and  the  arrangements  adopted  for 
teaching  are  of  the  same  description  as  those  in  use  during  tlie 
previous  year,  and  which,  from  satisfactory  results,  appear  to  be 
valued  by  the  prisoners.  It  is  truly  gratifying  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  report  the  good  conduct  ot  all  classes,  old  and  young, 
and  their  attention  during  school  hours. 

Hoping  that  my  constiuit  exertions  to  improve  the  condition  of 
the  prisoners  over  whom  I  am  placed  may  prove  satisfactory,  I  have 
the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  faitnful  and  obedient  servant, 

Mary  Denvir. 


CORK  GOVERNMENT  PRISON.  Cork 

govbrnmeiit 

Prison. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT.  Super^iii^iuieni, 

Cork  Government  Prison,     ^v^*^. 
9th  Januarj%  1857. 

Gentlemen, — I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  second  Annual  Re- 
port in  reference  to  the  Cork  Government  Prison,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1856.  At  the  close  of  last  year  the 
numbers  then  in  the  prison  amounted  to  360.  On  the  Slst 
December,  the  numbers  were  442,  showing  for  the  year  an  in- 
crease of  82,  exclusive  of  the  prisoners  who,  during  the  course 
of  the  year  died,  were  transfeiTed  to  Grangegorman  Government 
Prison,  and  those  who  were  discharged  in  consequence  of  the 
expiration  of  their  terms  of  imprisonment.  The  aggregate  num* 
ber  of  those  who  died  or  lefl  the  prison  during  the  year,  was  67, 
for  the  particulars  of  which  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing Statement  of  Number  Committed  and  Disposed  of  from  the  1st 
of  January,  1856,  to  31st  December,  1856. 

Iliavegreat  satisfaction  in  reportineran  improvement  both  in  the 
state  of  the  prison  and  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners.  The  system 
of  treatment  adopted  towards  the  latter  does  not  vary  materially 
from  that  mentioned  in  my  former  Report.     There  have  been  a 
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CJoEK       good  many  punishments,  but,  witb  a  few  exceptions,  they  hav« 

PMoSr'"  been  for  offences  of  a  very  trivial  nature ;  the  exceptaonid  cases 

7 —        were  specially  reported  to  you,  and  orders  made  upon  them. 

^^mtendtnfi     ^^i^j^  the  last  few  months  the  school  department  has  been 

placed  under  the  management  of  two  teachers,  trained  under 

the   National   Board  of   Education,   from  which  very   great 

advantages  have  already  resulted.    The  prisoners  learn   with 

greater  facility,  and  have  begun  to  take  a  stronger  interest  in 

their  own  improvement. 

They  arrive  in  the  prison,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases, 
grossly  ignorant,  but  already  many  of  them  <atn  read  and  write 
Surly ;  and  some  of  those  who,  on  entering  the  prison,  did  not 
even  know  the  alphabet,  are  now  capable  of  acting  as  monitresses. 
As  a  proof  of  the  desire  of  the  prisoners  for  education,  I  may 
mention  that  some  who  entered  four  months  since,  entirely 
ignorant,  learned  their  letters  in  the  school,  and  by  their  own 
efforts  in  the  probationary  cells  have  brought  themselves  on  to 
spelling  and  reading. 

Great  benefit  has  accrued  to  the  prisoners  from  the  attendance 
of  the  Chaplains,  who  are  most  assiduous  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties.  The  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain  visits  the  prison 
daily,  a  matter,  indeed,  rendered  necessary  bv  the  large  number 
under  his  care,  there  being  414  prisoners  of  that  persuasion  in 
the  depot.  The  Sisters  of  Mercy  also  visit  the  Roman  Catholic 
prisoners  in  classes  one  day  in  the  week,  and  visit  the  hospital 
constantly,  and  their  influence  has  been  most  beneficial.      ' 

I  have  to  record  a  great  improvement  in  the  accommodation  of 
the  prisoners  by  the  addition  of  part  of  the  South  Charitable 
Infirmary,  owing  to  which  there  is  now  added  to  the  building  a 
Roman  Catholic  Chapel  sufficiently  large  for  400  prisoners,  room 
for  sleeping  in  association  for  57,  and  m  cells  for  23. 

During  the  course  of  the  past  simimer  an  improvement  in  the 
sewerage  was  made  under  the  inspection  of  tne  steward,  from 
which  1  have  observed  great  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners. 

1  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  my  satis&ction  with  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  in  general.  Some  incompetent  persons 
who  were  appointed  were  discharged  before  their  term  of  pro- 
bation had  expired.  I  would,  however,  take  the  liberty  to 
suggest  that  appointments  of  officers  should  be  from  persons  of  as 
respectable  a  station  as  possible.  The  prisoners  are  exceedingly 
sharp  in  discerning  any  thing  like  evidences  of  vulgarity  or  want 
of  education ;  and  when  they  do  so,  they  lose  all  respect  for  the 
officer  in  whom  they  perceive  those  deficiencies ;  and  in  this  way,  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  injury  to  the  maintenance  of  disciphne. 

A  great  difficulty  under  which  I  labour  in  the  management 
of  the  prison,  is  the  want  of  suitable  employment  with  which  to 
keep  the  prisoners  in  constant  and  useful  occupation.  The  store 
is  now  crowded  with  shirts  and  socks,  made  by  the  prisoners, 
of  which  I  have  no  means  of  disposal.  The  shirts  have  the 
convict  stripe  on  them,  and  therefore  could  not  be  sold  to  any 
but  a  Government  Prison.  Forty-one  women  are  constantly 
employed  in  the  laimdry,  who,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  work 
of  the  prison,  also  do  the  washing  of  the  Spike  Island  depot 
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Then,  in  cooking,  deaning,  and  assisting  in  the  stores,  there  is       <^»» 

employment  for  about  fifty  more ;  and  flie  rest,  then,  when  not      pSSJI^ 

engaged  in  school,  I  am  forced  to  employ  in  sewing  and  knitting,  ^.v^V^^, 

in  which  branches,  as  I  have  said,  there  is  already  a  large  accu-  uj^^i^^'*^* 

mulation  of  work  done:    As  I  understand  that  crochet-work  has 

been  spoken  of  as  a  useftd  employment  for  prisoners,  I  think  it 

right  to  mention  that,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  it  has  not 

been    found  serviceable   to  the  mdustnal  character  of  those 

females  outside  amongst  whom  it  has  been  introduced.     From 

the  testimonies  of  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  working  of 

the  system,  I  understand  that  it  generates  lazy  habits,  and  leads 

to  an  inordinate  passion  for  dress ;  it  creates  a  great  aversion 

to  hard  labour  of  any  description,  and  (][uite  unfits  them  for  the 

capacity  of  servants. 

I  beg  most  respectftilly  to  suggest  the  necessity  that  exists  of 
sending  out  of  the  prison  all  chiT&en  over  two  years  old ;  under 
that  age,  of  course,  it  would  not  be  practicable  or  right  to  separate 
the  child  fi:om  its  mother:  but  wnen  its  intelligence  begins  to 
awaken,  it  receives  ideas  from  the  association  with  prisoners  which 
certainly  must  tend  to  its  demoralization.  There  are  now  in  the 
prison  children  from  four  to  five  years  of  age,  who  are  quite 
acquainted  with  the  crimes  of  their  mothers,  of  which  they  talk 
freely,  and  without  any  sense  of  shame  or  regret.  After  the  chil- 
dren are  able  to  walk,  I  set  the  women  to  work  for  some  hours 
every  day ;  but,  as  the  mother  returns  to  the  child  again  at  night, 
of  course  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  evil  influence  she  can 
have  on  a  youthftil  mind.  As  a  general  rule,  the  department  of 
the  nursery  is  the  most  troublesome  in  the  prison,  audit  is  almost 
impossible  to  maintain  efficient  discipline  in  it.  The  presence  of. 
the  children  occasions  quarrels  amongst  liie  women  themselves, 
and  gives  them  a  ready  excuse  for  noise  or  disorder,  when,  owing 
to  the  crowded  state  of  the  prison,  and  the  shortness  of  the  sta^ 
the  matron  of  that  ward  has  to  attend  to  other  prisoners. 

I  have  to  state  to  the  Directors  that  I  am  greatly  impressed 
with  the  advantage  to  the  prisoners  of  transmission  to  the  refriges 

Srevious  to  being  finally  discharged.     Those  who  are  well  con- 
ucted  fear  to  leave  the  prison  directly,  as  they  feel  conscious 
they  cannot  obtain  honest  employment,  with  the  disgrace  of  con- 
viction attaching  immediately  to  them ;  and  it  would  be  very 
desirable  that  £e  same  advantage  should  be  granted  to  the 
prisoners  sentenced  to  penal  servitude.    I  have  now  in  the  prison 
some  of  that  class,  who  are  extremely  well  conducted,  and  would, 
I  make  no  doubt,  prove  excellent  members  of  society. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 
Delia  J.  Libwill,  Superintendent 
-The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Castle,  Dublin. 

I  certify  that,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  the  rules  laid  down 
for  the  government  of  the  prison  have  been  complied  with  in 
every  instance,  except  in  such  cases  as  have  been  distinctly 
reported  to,  or  brought  under  the  notice  of,  a  Director. 

Delia  J.  Lidwill,  Superintendent. 
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CoEK       Statement  of  Number  of  Convicts  Committed  and  Disposed 
TBBifMBNT  of  from  Ist  Janoarj  to  31st  December,  1856,  viz.: — 

Adults.  GhfldnB. 
In  oostody  Ist  January,  1856,         .            •            .    360  U 

Reoeiyed  during  the  year,       .        .  .  .     149  9 

Born  in  the  Prison,  .        .  .  .        —  1 


PaisoN. 

SitptradmdenCt 
Ripmrt, 


Total,        .  .  .509  24 

Discharged  daring  the  year,    .  .45 

Transferred  to  Gran^gorman,        .  .12 

Transferred  to  Lunatic  Asylum,       .  .         2 

Discharged  on  Ticket  of  Licence,    .  .         1        , 
Died,            •            ....         7 

Total,        .  .       67 

Bemaining  m  custody,  31st  Dec.,  1856,  442 509    .    24 


AGES  OF  PRI80NEB8  IN  CUSTODY. 


Under  15  years, 

20      „ 

25      „ 

30      „ 

35      „ 

40      „ 

45      „ 
45  years  and  upwards, 

Total, 


1 
56 
156 
78 
60 
17 
32 
42 

442 


COMVICnOKS  OF  PRISONEAS  TX 
CUSTODT. 

1850, 1 

1851, I 

IH52, 3i 

1853, 138 

1854 122 

1855, 100 

1856, 28 


Total, 


442 


SENTENCES  OF  PRISONERS. 


Penal  Servitude,  4  years, 

6  „ 

7  ,. 

8  „ 
10  „ 
Life, 


262 

1 


Transportation,  7  years, 
,.  10    „ 

14     n 
))  15     ,> 

Life, 


Age  of  youngest  prisoner, 
„        oldest  „ 


Total, 

14  years. 
63    „ 


.  118 
.  25 
.  5 
.    11 

,     8 

"442 


STAFF  OF  PRISON  OFFICERS. 


Superintendent, 

Medical  Attendant, 

Protestant  Chaplain, 

Roman  Catholic  Chaplain 

Steward,  • 

School  Matrons, 

Hospital  Matron, 

Principal  Matrons, 

Class  Matrons, 

Laundry  Matron, 

Class  Matron,  Store  Department, 


Kitchen  Matron. 

Assistant    Matron    and    Supcrin< 

tcndent's  Clerk, 
Assistant  Matrons, 
Gate  Porter, 
Night  Watchmen, 
Messenger  and  Steward's  Clerk, 
Hospitiu  Nurse, 

Total  number  of  Officers, 


Delia  J.  Lidwill,  Superintendent 
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STEWARD  AND  ACCOUNTANT'S  BEPOBT. 

Cork  Convict  Prison, 
January  20,  1857. 

Gentlemen, — ^In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I  have  the 
honour  to  submit  a  general  account  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture of  money  during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December, 
1856,  and  a  report  on  the  prison  buildings  for  the  same  period. 

Oenebal  Account  of  Bbobiptb  and  Expsnditube  for  Twelve  Months 
ended  31  st  December,  1856. 

1856.         Dr. 
Jan.  1,  To  Balance  in  fayouTofPnblicSlst  Dec.,  1855, 
Dec.  31,  To  Lodgments  by  Paymaster  of  Civil  Services, 
„         DisaBowance  in  respect  of  Chaplain's  Salar}* 

1854,         .... 
„         Befund  of  Overpayments,  1855  and  1856, 
„         Beceipts  on  account  of  Contingencies, 
„  „  Convicts*  Clothing, 

„  „  Manufactures, 

„  „  Convicts'  Gratuities, 

Washing, 


COEK 
GOVBBNMSNT 

Prison. 

Sttwardand 
AootmntanCs 
Report. 


£ 
48 
8,133 


Sale  of  old  Materials, 


1856.  Cr. 

Dec  31  >  By  Payments  on  account  of— 
„  Salaries,    .      '     • 

„  Wages,     . 

„  Victuallm^, 

„  Brushes,  Srooms,  8ec., 

„  Alterations  and  Bepairs, 

„  Incidental  Charges, 

„  Contingencies, 

„  Manufistctures, 

„  Utensils  and  Furniture, 

„  Implements, 

„  Medicines  and  Sorgical  Instruments, 

„  Medical  Comforts, 

„  Convicts*  Gratuities, 

„  Freights  and  Charges, 

„  Travelling  Charges, 

„  Prisoners  on  Discharge, 

„  Convicts*  Clothing, 

„  Funeral  Expenses, 

Fuel  and  Lighting, 

Washing  and  Soap, 

Cleaning  Prison,  . 

Beddin^,^  • 

Advertising, 

Officers*  Bations, 

Bents,  Bates,  &&, 

Bemoval  of  Prisoners, 

Officers*  Clothing, 
BalflAce  in  favour  of  Public, 


6 

14 

9 


8 

1 

43 

6  12 

991  12 

42     9 

178  12 

6    6 
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Co»»  The  payments  on  account  of  alterations  and  repairs  of  build- 

^""^SS^  ings  amounted  to  £538  %8,  U.,  of  which  £250  2s.  ll^d.  was 
—        incurred  and  paid  since  the  commencement  of  the   curroit 
5^JJJJJ^2v     financial  year;  if  from  the  first-mentioned  sum  £91  0*.  1^ 
lUpori,  paid  for  charges  incurred  in  the  year  1855,  be  deducted,  the 

actual  liabilities  for  the  twelve  months  will  stand    at  £447 
8«.  2irf.,  of  which  amount  £115  10«.  was  paid  to  Mr.  Perrott 
for  new  boilers  and  drying  apparatus  in  the  laundry  depart^ 
ment,  and  £23   10*.   to  Mr.  Cassidy  for  supports  to  a  por- 
tion of  one  of  the  main  walls;  the  remainder,  £308  8*.  i\d^ 
has  been  disbursed  for  works  performed   under  my  personal 
directions.     The  last  sum  has  covered  the  necessary  repairs  of 
the  nrison,  which,  owing  to  the  great  extent  and  the  age  of  ^ 
builaings,  were  very  large,  while  many  weak  and  dangerous 
points  nave  been  secured,  and  the  prison  made  so  safe  as  to 
remove  apprehension  of  ^cape.     A  neat  and  commodious  Pro- 
testant chapel  has  been  constructed  in  a  part  of  the  pris<>n  whicli 
was  occupied  by  some  useless  cells;  the  upper  portion  of  the 
building  rented  from  the  Trustees  of  the  South  Infirniary,  con- 
verted into  a  Roman    Catholic  chapel,  capable  of   properly 
accommodating  all  the  prisoners  of  that  persuasion ;  the  remain- 
ing portions  of  the  sa^e  building,  and  the  old  Roman  Catholic 
chapel  fitted  up  into  accommodation  for  eighty  additional  pri- 
soners;  considerable  improvements  made  in  tne  lighting  and 
ventilation  of  places  which  needed  attention  in  these  respects, 
an  increased  and  convenient  supply  of  water  obtained,  a  new 
store  formed  and  fitted  with  shelves,  &c. ;  a  dead-house  built, 
additional   office  accommodation  provided,    the  drying-fi;reen 
fitted  with  posts  and  rails,  the  exercising  yards  levelled  and 
improved,  and  water-fescapes  provided ;  new  privies  built  in  the 
yards,  and  old  ones  altered  and  enlarged,  and  a  system  of  sew- 
erage introduced  by  which  all  ordure  is  carried  away  by  the 
agency  of  water.    The  last-named  works  have  been  of  especial 
service,  as  they  have  done  away  with  the  old  system  of  boxes, 
which  was  a  fruitftd  source  of  filth  and  nuisance  of  an  ofiensive 
and  unhealthfiU  nature,  and   has  stopped  the  expensive  and 
objectionable  practice  of  bringing  night-soil  men  into  the  prison 
twice   a  week,  to  remove  accumulation,  a  process  requiring 
for  safety  the  presence,  with  those  men,  of  one  of  the  few  and 
hard- worked  male  officers  of  the  staff,  and  rendering  the  locality 
of  operation  almost  unapproachable.     That  good  use  has  been 
made  of  the  capabilities  of  the  place  for  improving  its  sanitary 
condition,  is  established  by  the  fiict  that  during  flie  past  year 
no  disease  of  a  contagious  nature  has  appeared  in  the  prison, 
although  such  were  prevalent  in  the  city ;  this  I  believe  to  be 
owing,  imder  Providence,  to  cleanliness  in  the  yards  and  wards, 
fi^uent  use  of  lime-wash,  a  wholesome  dietary,  the  habits  of 
personal  cleanliness  enforced  amongst  the  prisoners,  and  itaedical 
precautionary  steps. 

On  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  buildings  is  as  satis&ctoiy 
as  could  be  expected  in  a  temporary  prison,  where  the  object 
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of  outlay  is  to  keep  the  place  in  a  healthful  and  necessarily 
secure  and  decent  condition. 


CbKK 

GovKBmcnrr 
Prison* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Grentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ^^^^^^^^J^^ 

servant,  AocvmUmtB 

F.  M*G.  Eagar,  ^*p^' 

Steward  and  Accountant. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons. 


MEDICAL  OPPIOBR'S  REPORT. 

Cork,  January,  1857, 

Gentlemen, — ^Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  beg  leave  to 
forward  the  Medical  Report  of  Cork  Prison  for  the  year  1856. 


Medical 
Officer"  $  Report. 


Number  of  patients  in  hospital,  January  Ist,  1856, . 
Number  admitted  since,  to  December  31st,  1856,    . 

Total, 


28 
302 

330 


Discharged, .......      291 

Died,  .......  7 

Remaining  in  hospital,  3 Ist  December,  1856,  .  .        32 


Total, 
Nu»iBER  of  Deaths  during  the  Year. 


330 


«}! 

11 

Received  at 
Cork. 

Hospital. 

Died. 

DiMaae. 

305 
256 

250 
286 
284 
152 
193 

MR. 

S.B. 

M.B. 

E.H. 

A.B. 

E.B. 

jDa..jDa.. 

Sept.  10, 1855, 
June  15,     „ 
June  15,     „ 
Sept.   8,     „ 
Sept   8,     „ 
Mar.  12, 1856, 
April  10, 1855, 

April  7,1856, 
June  4,     „ 
Mar.  24,     „ 
Sept.  8,1855, 
April  5,1856, 
Miy  23,     „ 
Dec.    9,     „ 

June  6,1856, 
June  13,     „ 
July  3,    „ 
July  10,     „ 
July  13,     „ 
July  18,     „ 
Dec.    9,     „ 

Phthisis. 

Pneumonia. 

Hepatitis. 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis. 

Phthisis. 

Morbis  Cordis. 

Diseases  of  those  admitted  to  Hospital  during  the  Tear. 


Acute  and  Chronic  Bronchitis, 

Tonsilitis, . 

Aphonia,  . 

Phthisis.    . 

Pneumonia, 

Pleurisy,  . 

Cordiac  diseaises, 

Epistaxis,  ^ 

Hflemoptysis, 

Febricula, 

Erysipelas, 

Grastralgia, 

Colic, 

Bilious  Cholera, 

Diarrhea, 


25 

8 
1 
3 
1 
1 
6 
I 
2 
30 
3 

27 

10 

I 

7 


Dysentery, 

Hepatic  ma 

Hsematemesis, 

Dyspepsia* 

Debility,  . 

Dropsy,     . 

Rheumatism  and  Neuralgia, 

Hysteria  and  Epilepsy, 


Leucorrhoea, 
Dysuria,  . 
Sorofula,  . 
Abscess,  . 
Ophtiialmia,    • 
Hsomoiriioids,  • 


10 

3 

2 

19 

11 

1 

30 

3 

2 

1 

1 

5 

14 

25 

6 
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CoKK        ProUpsusAni, 
OovEENMKfT  ProUpsus  Uteri, 

Prison.       DbloSuion, 
Medical  Fracture, . 

(J^icer'$  Report.  Synovitis, 

Sprains,   • 
Wounds,  . 


3  Bums, 3 

1  j  Lepra, 6 

1  ,  Papular  Eruptions,  .        .        •    1 1 

1  i  Psora, 2 

1  Syphilitic  Eruption, ...      1 
6  

2  30*2 

4  I 

There  have  been  2,206  extern  cases  of  illness  treated  in  the 
different  cells  and  wards  of  the  prison ;  some  of  these  I  should 
have  taken  into  hospital,  but  the  present  accommodation  bein^ 
very  limited,  I  preferred  treating  them  as  extern  patients,  and 
would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  north  room  of  hospital 
range  be  appropriated,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  to  its 
original  purpose  of  a  ward. 

The  increased  number  of  prisoners,  especially  within  the  last 
few  months,  renders  this  absolutely  necessary.  I  would  also 
suggest  that  some  alteration  should  be  made,  so  as  to  afford,  if 
possible,  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  proper  water-closets 
m  the  hospital,  where  they  are  especially  required. 

This  could  be  effected  at  a  moderate  expense.  The  pi-esent 
system  is  most  defective,  indeed  injurious. 

As  the  position  of  medical  officer  to  a  prison  is  one  which 
renders  him  peculiarly  liable  to  be  imposed  on  by  malingerers, 
I  have  found  in  all  doubtful  cases  that  confinement  in  one  of 
the  hospital  cells,  and  suitable  diet,  for  a  short  time,  liave  very 
speedily  decided  their  nature. 

Two  prisoners  were  transferred  to  the  Central  Criminal 
Lunatic  Asylum,  the  symptoms  of  insanity  having  become  verv 
decided,  after  careful  observation,  for  a  lengthened  period. 
One  of  these  was  not  remarked  on  in  the  return  jfrom  the 
county  prison  at  the  time  of  her  reception  here ;  but,  on  inquiry 
some  time  afterwards,  when  the  disease  became  manifest,  it  was 
stated  by  the  medical  officer  of  the  gaol  that  she  did  labour  under 
insanity,  and  was  at  times  so  violent  as  to  require  restraint. 

The  other  case  originated  in  this  establishment.  Six  prisoners 
have  been  subject  to  fits  of  excitement,  almost  approaching  to 
insanity,  but  all  liave  become  more  or  less  amenable  to  dis- 
cipline. 

Seven  prisoners  have  died,  but  the  majority  of  them  were 
very  much  broken  down  in  health  on  their  reception  here,  so 
that  the  entire  mortality  (although  less  than  two  per  cent) 
cannot  be  fairly  attributed  to  diseases  contracted  in  this  estab- 
lishment. Many  prisoners  have  been  so  much  enfeebled  on 
arrival  here  e'en!  tne  different  gaols,  that  I  found  it  necessary 
to  admit  them  forthwith  to  hospital,  and  after  some  time  the 
greater  number  acquired  comparative  strength.  ' 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  small- 
pox of  a  malignant  type  in  this  city  and  vicinity ;  but,  by  the 
thorough  vaccination  of  the  children,  and  any  doubtfiil  cases 
amongst  the  prisoners,  we  were  not  visited  by  a  single  case  of 
this  virulent  epidemic.  I  am  happy  to  add,  that  the  improve- 
ments effected  during  the  year  in  the  ventilation,  sewerage,  and 
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increased  supply  of  water,  have  been  very  conducive  to  the  ^   ^^^ 
sanitary  state  ot  the  prison.  Prison. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,    MedicaT 

BaERY  DeLANY,  Officer^iR^part 

Medical  Superintendent 
The  Directors  of  Government 
Prisons,  Dublin  Castle, 


PROTESTANT  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT.  PrcMoMi 

Cork,  January,  1857.     ^^^^ 

Gentlemen, — During  the  past  year  a  great  benefit  has  been 
conferred  on  the  Protestant  inmates  of  tne  Cork  Government 
Prison  by  the  fitting  up  and  appropriating  exclusively  for  divine 
worship  and  religious  purposes  a  suitable  apartment,  in  a  con- 
venient part  of  the  prison. 

Service  was  performed  there  for  the  first  time  on  the  3rd 
August,  1856,  and  since  then  we  have  used  it  with  great 
comfort  and  satisfaction. 

It  could  hardly  have  been  expected  that  the  prisoners  wotJd 
attach  the  same  solemnity  to,  or  be  so  much  impressed  by,  a 
service  performed  in  an  apartment  made  use  of  for  other  pur- 
poses besides.  I  have  to  thank  you,  therefore,  for  acceding  so 
readily  to  my  wishes  on  this  subject. 

The  general  conduct  and  improvement  of  the  prisoners  under 
my  charge  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1856,  has  I 
think  been  such  as,  with  very  few  exceptions,  could  not  fidl  to 
afford  much  satisfaction. 

Expectations  of  permanent  amendment  are,  however,  often 
damped  by  the  thought  that  there  is  no  suitable  asylum  for  the 
reception  of  well-conducted  Protestant  prisoners  when  thehr 
term  of  punishment  has  expired.  Some  of  the  most  hopeful 
amongst  them  seem  sometimes  almost  to  dread  the  period  of 
their  release,  and  to  look  forward  to  the  time  when  they  shall  be 
thrown  again  upon  the  world,  as  one  full  of  danger,  and  pre- 
senting the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  carrying  out  of  their  best 
resolutions. 

I  know  that  this  question  of  what  is  to  be  done  with  convicts 
when  their  term  is  completed,  has  already  largely  engaged  the 
attention  of  those  anxious  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  these 
outcasts  of  society ;  and  I  do  hope  that  the  plan  or  plans  which 
may  be  devised  will  greatly  lessen,  at  least,  if  not  remove,  what 
is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  connected 
with  the  efibrts  for  the  reformation  of  criminals. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gilbert  M.  M'Coed, 
Chaplain,  Cork  Female  Prison. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons. 
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Cork 

CK>VERNME1«T 

_  ■  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 

Roman  Caiholi* 

Chapimnt  Cork,  January  26,  1857. 

Report.  "^ 

Gentlemen, — In  compliance  witli  your  instructions,  con- 
veyed to  me  by  the  superintendent,  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit  my  report  of  the  female  convicts  committed  to  my  care 
in  the  Cork  depot,  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1856. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  their  conduct  was,  in 
general,  good.  I  found  them,  ordinarily  S2)eaking,  docile,  and 
most  anxious  to  profit  by  the  instructions  given  them.  The 
poor  prisoners  feel  most  grateful  for  any  effort  made  for  their 
spiritual  advancement. 

I  have  every  reason  to  think  tLat  the  exertions  of  the  chap- 
lain are,  with  God's  assistance,  attended  with  some  success. 
The  convicts,  when  impressed  with  a  lively  sense  of  the  teach- 
ings of  revealed  religion,  shed  tears  of  gratitude  to  God  for 
their  delivery  from  their  past  follies,  and  look  upon  their  con- 
viction— considered  before  as  a  misfortune — as  a  means  ordained 
by  God  for  their  convei'sion. 

I  frequently  heard  them  acknowledging  the  Divine  providence 
which  has  conducted  them  to  prison,  where  they  are  enabled  to 
discover  tlie  enormity  of  past  ofi:'ences  and  have  the  opportunity 
of  expiating  them. 

When  fully  convinced  of  this  truth  they  endeavour  to  make 
all  the  reparation  they  can  to  God.  It  is  to  this  conviction  I 
would  generally  attribute  the  docility  of  the  prisoners,  their 
respect  for  and  obedience  to  superiors,  and  their  compliance 
with  prison  discipline.  The  classification  of  prisoners  and  the 
introduction  of  "conduct  badges''  have  been  productive  of  good 
results,  as  they  afford  a  fresh  impetus  to  religious  improvement. 
The  system  of  separation  adopted  in  the  female  depot  is  calcu- 
lated to  do  good.  It  affords  the  prisoners  an  opix>rtunity  to 
reflect,  and  leads  to  a  change  of  sentiment. 

1  found  the  convicts,  while  in  probation,  more  anxious  to 
approach  the  cpnfessional  than  Avhen  removed  to  the  associated 
classes.  The  school,  I  consider,  will  become  a  powerful  aux- 
iliary in  the  cause  of  reformation  ;  for  the  more  ealightened 
the  prisoners  become  the  better  will  they  appreciate  religious 
instruction. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  bearing  testimony  to  the  order  and 
discipline  maintained  in  it,  and  also  to  the  zeal  and  energy  ot 
the  teachers  in  imparting  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  sen^mt, 

John  Sheehan,  R.  C.  Chaplain. 

The  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons^ 
Castle,  Dublin. 
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SCHOOL  MATRONS'  REPORT.  Coek 

GOVEIINMEUT 

Female  Convict  Prison,  Cork,  P^^- 

January  8,  1857.  School  Matront' 

Gentlemen, — Being  called  upon  to  give  the  annual  report  of  ^'^*^'^* 
the  Cork  Convict  Prison  School,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  remarks  to  your  consideration. 

On  our  taking  charge  of  the  above  school  we  found  estab- 
lished in  it  a  system  of  order,  by  the  judicious  arrangement 
of  the  Superintendent,  productive  of  the  best  results.  The 
matrons  of  the  respective  classes  in  attendance  remain  with 
them  during  school  hours,  and  ai*e  responsible  for  their  order 
while  there  ;  consequently  the  teachers'  time  can  be  wholly 
given  to  the  improvement  of  the  prisonei's  in  the  difterent  sub- 
jects of  education.  Regarding  their  progress  in  litemture,  we 
found  tliat  as  far  as  reading  and  writing  were  concerned  they 
had  succeeded  wonderfully,  considering  their  age  and  circum- 
stances, and  they  showed  a  great  desire  to  advance  in  these  two 
branches,  but  to  go  no  further.  Therefore  we  had  some  diffi- 
culty in  introducing  three  other  subjects,  namely,  spelling  from 
text  book,  geography,  and  arithmetic.  The  former  they  despaired 
of  ever  succeeding  in,  and  the  latter  they  considered  mere  non- 
sense. However,  the  system  of  National  Education  has  so  far 
aided  us  that  our  instructions  in  the  above  subjects  are  now 
looked  forward  to  with  pleasure  ;  and  the  undivided  attention 
of  each  prisoner  d urines  lessons  proves  they  are  anxious  to  profit 
by  the  advantages  kin^Sly  granted  to  them  by  Government. 

We  must  also  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  been 
remarkably  good  diu*ing  the  period  that  we  hiave  had  charge  of 
them ;  for  we  have  never  met  with  the  least  interruption  from 
any  of  them  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties.  This  is  more  than 
is  generally  expected  from  a  class  of  people  whose  habits  of  life 
have  been  dissolute  and  unrestrained,  and  who  are  inclined  to 
look  upon  education  as  a  something  far  above  their  sphere,  from 
the  mistaken  notion  that  want  of  intelligence  is  characteristic  of 
the  perpetrator  of  crime.  Our  success  in  this  respect  we  owe  in 
a  great  measure  to  the  active  part  taken  by  our  Superintendent 
and  chaplains  in  every  thing  connected  with  the  moral  and 
rehgious  training  of  the  prisoners. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 


Mary  O'Hanlon,   )   c  i,    i  liir  i^ 
EtizA  M.  CeosbiL,  }  School  Matron. 


CLASSIFICATION   OF   PRISONERS. 

Reading— First  Book.'   140   I  Reading— Third  Book,    35  ) 

„  Second    „       101  „  Fourth    „        55  >  Total,  412. 

„  Sequel    „         81    |  ) 

There  are  at  present  ninety  writing  small  hand,  and  forty- 
three  commencing  with  large  hand.  The  same  number  of 
women  are  learning  geography  and  arithmetic. 

To  the  Directors  of  Convict  Prisons, 
Dublin  Castle. 
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Clothing  prisoners,      .... 

Bedding  prisoners,      .... 

Medicines  and  sorgical  instroments, 

Medical  comforts  (extra  for  the  sick). 

Clothing  and  travelling  expenses  of 
liberation, 

Fomltore  and  fittings. 

Kitchen  utensils,        .... 

Fuel  and  light  for  general  purposes,  • 

Washing,  including  repairs  of  linen, 

Soap,  scouring  and  cleaning  articles. 

Brushes,  brooms,  mops,  &e.,      . 

Funeral  expenses,       .... 

Bents,  rates,  and  taxes,       •       .       • 

Tarious  small  disbursements,     • 

Gross  total  cost  of  maintenance, 

[?inilired  by 


Google 


164     ^PP^ 

theEs 

Proportion  of  ■ 

Sick  and 
Deaths  in  Irish 
ConYidPritoM  p 


lepartme 


NTED  BT  ALEX.  tHOH  AKD  SONS,  ST,  ABBST-STRXBT.. 

FOB  BIB  ^UBtTT't  tTAll09BBr  OFVIOS. 


prison* 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


